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THE TENNASERIM PROVINCES. 

Tlio slip of territory oj^ the east side of the Bay of Bengal, ceded to us by the Bur- 
nicso at the close of the late war, and known under the name of the Tenass^rim l*ro- 
^vinces, extends along the .sea coast from tho month of the river Pak*chan, in lat. 10'* 12 
N. to*that of the Salween, Hi lat. 16'> 4’ N., This ri\er, which forms our boundary 
with the Burmese, has a due north and south coarse, fend our possessions extend along 
the banks to lat. 18« 30* N., where it is joincd*hy an inconsiderable stream called the 
Thoung-yeen, having its so^rce^in th^ range of mountains which from the easterti 
boundary of the provinces and running about N. E. till its junction with the Salveen: 
the country thus forms a kind of paralellogram, about 500 miles in length aifd vajyinjj 
in breadth from 40 to 80 and containing about 30,000 square miles. It is divided into 
four province!?, those of Amlierst, Ye, Tavoy and Mergui. Tifat of Amherst, the most nor¬ 
thern provinceof the four, is a portion of the old province of Martaban. It extends along the 
coast from the Salween to the Thoung-yeen in lat. lo* 15’. It may be mentioned here, that 
the Burmese deny our right to this province by the treaty of Yandaboo, and so loose and 
vaguely is this celebrated treaty drawn up, that by one article the Burmese' claim to it is un¬ 
doubted, tliougb by a following article this right is annulled. The first article alluded 
to states, that H. M. of Ava cedes to the |lriti.sli the provinces of Mergui, Tavoy and Yi, 
u ilhout any allusion to any part of that of Martaban, while the other states iha*-'.h’e Sal¬ 
ween shall be the boundary between ns and the Burmese. The chief town of Amherst 
Pmvince is Moulniein, or, as it should be more correctly written, Manlamyjliaing. At the 
roneliision of the war, when the tuwi» of Martaban, together with the territory on the W. 
bank of the Salween, was given up to the Burmese, the whole population accompanied us, 
and the present site of .Moulmcin being fixed upon by Sir A. Campbell as the military 
cantonment, the people naturally flocked to the neighhourhood, and their numbers being 
very considerably increased by the emigration of the Peguers, that toqk place after the 
defeat of tlicir attempt to regain their independence in 1826, a regular town soon sprung 
up, which has yearly incrca.sed by the influx of people from diiferent parts of India, 
and is now a fltnirisliing and important settlement. It is situated nearly opposite the 
old town of Martaban, in lat. 16^ 23', at the conflux of three large rivers, the Salween, 
the Gyiic and the Attran, there uniting in one stream, which di.sgorgcs itself into the sea 
by two iiioutbs, inelysing between them llie Island of Bilou-kionn. The town consists 
of one long street, following the course of the river a di.stance of neagly five miles, froitP* 
wliicli otbcr.s diverge at right angles; bat owing to the predilection of the natives for tho 
immediate bank of the river, and to the circninstance of the military cantonment occupy¬ 
ing a large .space of the ground at tie hack of the main street, it has been found impassible to 
render the town com|)aet or to extend it inwards from the river ; it has consequently a 


f^ppwiraneeand gives the idoaofbeing far m ^xtensive ani pqj)j|^us than 
it actually i.s. The cantonment occupies the .site of an old Burmese town, as^^deif^Jted 
by the stupendous bund within which it i.s inclosed o^ the N. W. and S. faces, having a 
range of low heights on its E. fao8, surmounted by pagodas. It had, however, long been 
deserfed, and when fixed on as a cantoment, was thH^y covered wjjli trees and unda-- 
wood. It forms a quadrangle, about a mile in length by half a mile in breadth, with¬ 
in whieh arc the barracks for tlie*troops and tho residences .of the olflcers. Beyond tho 
southern face of the cantonment, at the distance of half a mile; are situhtod the resi¬ 
dences ot the civif olflcers together with the cutcherry and other civil bandings. The 
Commis.<ionci's Imuse is situated on a rising gjolind near the river, having an exten¬ 
sive and prettily planted compound around it, and a v\jy both up and «lowii the river. 
Behind it is a continuation of the long range of heights before alluded to, extending a 
few miles lower down and havii^ its snmmits crowned with pagodas. Few scenA*can 
^ 'A 
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exceed id beaaty the first view of the town of Monluiein, when sailing up the river. The 
Dumerous shipping afr anchor, the thickly clustered huts of the natives on the banks, 
the oanytonment sufd residences of E>jropean officers on the higher ground, hacked by the 
pagoda heights, the high hills of Martaban on the opposite bdnk all with pagodas on 
their summits, the loftj' mountains at a distance, and the evergreen and verdant face of 
the country, form a tout ensemble aost delightful, to those especiallj* who are accustomed tot 
the monotonous plains of India. The town now contains about 16,000 inhabitants, chiefly 
Burmeseand Taliens, with about2,b|^0 natives of India and GOO Chinese. The first houses 
erected qn the establishment of the place, were of c(|'irse of the poorest description. 
Theregraduallygavo way toothers of mire substantial luaturicCls, biitmw brick and mortar 
houses are fast running up, and where fires occur among the old houses, which owing to 
the combustible materials with which they are built and roofed are frequent, brick build¬ 
ings are erected on tbeir site^ 

Amherst town is sitnated at the mouth of the navigable branch of the united streams, 
in lat. 16®. 4’. This spot was selected by Mr. Crawfurd as the site of the cantonment and 
contemplated hew town, hut was disapproved of by Sir A. Campbell, who then fixed on 
Mouiniein. Amherst would, no doubts have been a more pleasant and, perhaps, a more 
healthy station for the troops, owing to its being} on the sea side ; but as the capital of the 
provin ce, M onlmcin is decidedly preferable/ being more central and at all times 
accessihleTw'licrcas during llnj S. W. Monsoon, canoes and other small boats cannot 
often for days together, venture down the river. Mr. Crawfurd had planned a splendid 
town here: wide streets were marked olT and named, and several giants-of land had al¬ 
ready been issued to individuals, when the arrival of §ir A. Campbell, put a slop to the 
imaginary town, and the orders of the Supreme Government prohibited any further grants 
from being given. Amir erst is consequently now, nothing more than a village with about 
1,600 inhabitants, and no vessels enter its harbour, but all proceed straight up to Moulmcin. 

t • 

The three rivers before mentioned as uniting into one .stream at Mnnlmein, intcr.sect the 
province in different directions, and with their smaller tributaries, afl'ord rapid and easy 
communication over the country. The Salween has its'.source in the Himalaya moun¬ 
tains, from whence its course is nearly due .south ; but owing to the numerous obstructions 
in its bed, is not navigable, even for canoes, beyond our northern boundary'. One of these 
Obstructions, indeed, occurs within our boundary in the shape of a iiar of rocks running 
across the stream, relndering the passage dangerous to canoes even, when the river is at 
its lowest; but when swelled by the periodical rains, or by the melting of the snow on the 
mountains, such is the impetuous rush of the water, that pven logs of timber are dashed to 
pieces. About 15 or 20 miles south of this rapid, the Salween is joined by two other 
streams, the Yambaing from the eastward, and the Yoouzalen from the westward ; thence 
it forms oef^road and noble stfeim to its mouth, with high steep banks and inteispersed 
-with numerous islands. The rise of the river during the rains, is nearly 30 feet, and those 
islands are mostly overflown at that period; the watei leaving a deposit on them, tbeir soil 
is^xtremely rich. The popuIatioA|yiong the banks of this river, and indeed of all the 
rivers except in the vicinity of the tbwn, is extremely scanty, and little or no onitivation 
is ^lll^uet with. The Gyne is farmed by two rivers catled the Dagyne and Ilouiidrow 
Jbaving tlicir^sources in the eastern boundary range of mountains, and uniting about 50 
^Wles N. E. from Moulmein. It is a winding and contracted streaift, but tbe'?^e of 
-water is very considerable and often overflows the banks. The Attran has its source in 
the same range, but in a very Ailfei^nt direction, as its course is netrly N. W. It is 
a sluggish, deep and narrow sfrram and the rise of its'waters, ,during the Monsoon, is 
less than that of the other two. 
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The population of the province without the town, is about 35,000 living in villages and 
chiefly engaged in agriculture. Each village has a head man called aThooggee, who i* 
paid by a commission of 10 per cent, on the amount nf revenue, which he collects and pays 
into the treasury. Hi^Mutics are multifarious. Ho keeps the accounts, collects the re¬ 
venue, and is answerable for the Police of his village. In this latter respect, however, his 
• duti(v are very light; for such is the quiet, tractable disposition of the people, that crimes 
are very infrequent in the *villagcs. It is only in the town that the bad characters find 
any field for their depredations, as such pcrsqns arp‘immediately detected in the small 
community of a village, wliose^inliabitants themselves will never allow them,to reside 
among them. Instances ar# very freqwent of villagers petitioning for the removal from 
among them, of persons in whom they have no confidence, and immediate attention is 
always paid to such applications, by calling on the obnoxious personage flither to re¬ 
move or to give .security for his good conduct. Under the^urmese rule, the Thooggeo 
was a much more important personage, invested with more power and claiming more privi¬ 
leges and perquisites than under the present Government. The olllce was hereditary in a fa¬ 
mily, and if the Thooggee felt hiinsc.lf secure in the favor and protection of any powerful 
member of the Government, there was but little limit to his authority over his villagers. 
Though shorn of much of its value ir- the eyes of.the natives, yet by judicious manage¬ 
ment the ollire is still one coveted by them. It is made elective among the villagers, 
the qualifications being tlioso of liaving »and in the village and being able to read and 
wiite; hut once elected he cannot be deprived of his sitwation without tlie^^sentence of 
the chief aiitboiily in the province. By referring to them for their opinion in all petty 
village disputes that mav' be brought up,—by calling on them for the characters of dis¬ 
putants, and by treating them with due observance and attention, they are looked up to 
and respected by the people, and become most valuable instruments in the Government 
of the counliy. Over each district, containing within it a certaimnumber of villages, is a 
head man called Gaunggyaup, who is the first referred to in ail matters of interest that may 
occur within his district. lie is invested witfl small Judicial and policC powers ; and in 
matters beyond his cognizance, he first investigates and reports to head quarters. He is 
the medium of communication with the Thooggees, and secs that all orders given to them 
are carried into cfl'ect. He goesiihe round of his villages, listens to complaints, settles 
disputes, and reports the state of his district to the olliccr in civil charge. He does not 
cellect revenue, whioli is paid in direct ta the treasury by the Thooggees, but he collects 
the accounts of thc*villages under him, and furnishes a general one of his district. Su¬ 
perior to the Gaunggyaups, are the chief native officers of the proviifcc, called the Tseet- 
kais and Akwonwons, the first for judicial and police and the other for revenue. The 
Tseelkai is invested with judicia^ and magisterial powers subordinate to the officer in 
civil charge. To him are reported, in the first instance, all crimes and offences that may 
be committed, and if beyond his cognizance, he brings them before his superior and takes 
all the steps that may be neccssai^ for bringing the oflteAlers to justice. Akwon- 

won keeps the revenue accounts, ftoeives the revenue from the Thooggees anti with them 
lodges it in the treasury. • • 

■J 

Appeals lie from tlio decisions and orders or*the native cheers to the officer 
in civil charge, and from Mm to the Commissioner, bnt litigiousness is not a 
oharaoterlstic of the people of this country, and it is a fact that more than one 
half '•f the suiffi instituted in the civil courts, are subsequently settled among 
the parties themselves and withdrawn. This absence of litigiousness, however, is en- 
ooaraged by thefimple and natural forms of proecediriji^ which ofitain in the civil courts. 
A person having a olaiip on another, applies to the ofBcef, native or European, sitting 
in the court. He is desired to state the nature and subject of his claim, and if on<»th« 
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face of it, It appears utterly frivoloos or untenable, it is rejected; it it appears that the 
claimant has neglected to perform some act which would strengthen his claim or obviate 
the grounds of rc^sal on the part o| him from whom he claims, be is recommended to 
do this and then apply to the court; in short, the Judge adopts such measures and gives 
such advice; as from the claimant’s own story (who is often a simple, ignorant being, un¬ 
able to tell his story without mucli^questioning and enquiry) are likely to prevent the ' 
claim from coming into Court at all. The claim admitted, t(ie other party is summoned 
to answer it,—when both are hear(l,^the merits of the plaint and defence ascertained, 
such evidence as may be necessary examined, and a decision passed. No peculiar forma 
of pleading are called for; each man tells bis owp story in hu own language, is examin¬ 
ed and cross-examined till the points on which it hinges are ascertained, and is assisted 
to^briyg forward all the most favorable arguments he has to urge. Witnesses are exa¬ 
mined and cross-questioned in the presence of the parties and of the whole coart, and 
every means are adopted to chtek litigation, to secure a fair and impartial as well as quick 
decision on all suits, and to prevent the civil court from being made nse of as an engine 
of vexation and harassment. So far is this latter point carried, that on any claim be¬ 
ing made against a person residing at any great distance from the courts, to perform the 
journey to which would withdraw him from his family, and cause him wait for a consider¬ 
able time, it is, if of no great importance, referred to the Oaunggyaup for prior investi¬ 
gation, and ills found that such suits are genert^ly settled among the parties. Trial by 
jury wa ^ n* pg duccd into the Tepasserim Provinces many yeiirs ago, by the late Commis¬ 
sioner Mr. Maingy. The rules under which it is conducted are those which were at one 
time in force in the Madras presidency, established by the acting Governor Mr. Groeroe, af¬ 
ter the death of Sir T. Munro, and subsequently aboli^ied by Mr. Lushington. It does not 
appear to be appreciated to the extent that might have been anticipated ; but do not ail 
such institutions, and alj measures of Government, calculated to improve the moral and 
intellectual condition oHhe people, require for their appreciation a more advanced stage 
of divilization, then that to which this people have arrived, bat just emancipated as they 
are from a pure system of despotism. There is one feature, however, in their reception of 
trial by jury, which goes far to disprove the assertion that it is not duly appreciated, and 
which is highly honorable to them. The persons summoned as jurymen, have invariably 
refused to accept the allowance of one rupee per diem authorized to be given them for 
their attendance. This proves that they are alive |a the honor conferred on tliem in bearing 
a prominent part in the trials of their countrymen; but not that they a,'C yet equally so to 
benefits arising from such an institution. 

Equally simple and divested of all forms and complication, is the mode of collecting 
the laud revenue. The Government portion is one-fourth of the produce, which during 
the first few years of our Government, it was the practice to ascertain anqnally by dif- 
• ferent mo{U«sof measurement a»d*classificatiun of the lands; but in order to relieve the 
people from the periodical delays, the harassmesit and vexation to which this system 
often subjected them, a septennial sottlement has been (aade with each individual culti¬ 
vator in the following mannfr. On a review of the total amount paid each of fdrmer 
years by the lands of^ village, of tic quantity of land in each village hitherto unculti¬ 
vated. apd likely to be made use of under a more encouraging system, and of the general 
** " yprV of the villagers to increase their cultivation, a certain amount of produce was fixed 
demand from that village, which the people of it were called <Ai to assess among 
^emselves; this being done, a paper yas given to each man, stating that such '\irould be 
.the amount demandablefrom him MnosAly and no more, however much Ifb might increase 
'4he extent of his oolUvation, and 4a whatever part of the provincp he might choose to 
, . ettlti,vBte. 
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Person* not included in the original settlement, are at liberty to enter it, thereby, of 
course, increasing the amount of revenue from the village, vrhere tl^y may take up land. 
There are several minor details which it is not necesgary to give here :^sufiicc it to say 
that the plan has increaaed the Government revenue, greatly extended the cultivation, and 
afforded much satisfaction to the people, by fixing the demand from them and- allowing 
, each ^cultivator as he proceeds to work, to know beforel^and what portion of his produce 
he will have to give up, tberlby stimulating him to raise as much as possible. The plan, 
however, is one adapted only to a comparatively^smal^tixlent of cultivation and to the pe< 
Guliar people of the country. It requires that the European Officer should anni^jilly visit 
each village to hear and deoMc all claims for remission on the ground of sickness, innn* 
dations, &c. All such claims being heard on the spot, in the presence of the assembled 
villages, the elders of whom are always called upon for their opinions and t’o* form*piin< 
chayets lor visiting the lands of the claimants, the truth i.^easiiy come at, especially as 
it is found that the people of a village are peculiarly jealous of ungrounded remis¬ 
sions being extended to any one of their number, and would certainly not allow,—which 
perhaps might be effected under such a plan in other countries,—that any person should 
engage in cultivation without being included in the village settlement and consequently 
free from any payment. At the harvest of eacl^yoar a review is taken of the price of 
grain during the preceding year and a commutation price fixed. This was found in¬ 
dispensable in lieu of a fixed commutation price owing to the extremely fluctuating 
price of grain from 10 to 40 rupees pr. 100 baskets or 61 IMnunds. ■ 

In Revenue and Judicial matters, and in fact in all the capacities in which the European 
ofltoers are called on to act, the admfrable system established by the late Commissi oner, 
Mr. Maingy, of rendering themselves perfectly and at all times accessible, is strictly 
followed. By frequently travelling over tlie country, stopping aj each village, assem¬ 
bling the villagers, listening to their complaints and representations, all abuses are check¬ 
ed and restrained and the confidence of the people is established in the wish to secure 
them a just and impartial Government and to promote their comfort and happiness. In 
these periodical visits, no form nor state is kept up, nor are the villagers called on in the 
slightest manner to furnish lahonir and provisions, a circumstance which they do not 
slighily appreciate, considering the heavy contributions laid on them in former times 
when any of their rulers took it into thegr heads to travel. 

• 

The trade of Moulmoin is fast growing in importance, though owing to its being a free 
port and the principal direction of the trade being inland, it is very difficult to give any 
statement of its amount. From M^ulmein we have access to the whole S. E. portion of Ava, 
to the whole country to the Northward up to the frontiers of China,—of which, however, very 
little IS yet known,—and to Siam. To Ava our piece goods and other manufactures find 
their way to a large extent, and among the Northern Shaft ftates, there is a gro'^ng disposi¬ 
tion to have a commercial intercourse with us. Unfortunately, however, the most consi¬ 
derable and wealthy of these statqs are dependent on*and tributary to Ava, whose rulers 
appear jealous of the intercourse hitherto held with us. and though they disclaim all sugh 
intentions, yet evidently place every impediment they can devise to*prevent it. In form¬ 
er years a considerable Caravan «>f these people used to visit Moulmein by the route of 
Shoayguine and Tongo, but of late years they have been subjected to so mapy exactions 
and oppressions fsom the authorities of the towns on their route, that they han'c given up 
their visits. The object has been to open another youte for them free from all such cx- 
ftotions, and this^ias already been partially gained by imputing an ofBeer(Dr. Richardson) 
to the Chiefs of an independent kill tribe, called tire Red'IBa^eas, who hold possession of a 
slip of territory on the west bank of the Salween river, about 120 mile* from Moulmein 
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Ijing between ai and some of Uie most important of the Burmese Sfaaa states. The 
mission was successful in obtaining the consent of these chiefs for the unmoiested pas¬ 
sage through theH country of caravans, and one has made the experiment this year, bring¬ 
ing with them 4U0 bullocks laden with sticklac and other articles.* They have fortunately 
met with a good market for their lac, and there is oonseqiieiitly every reason to expect that 

their visit will be repeated next y^arin greatly increased numbers. , « 

« 

The Shan states on the Bast Ban^{|Of th^ Salween, adjoining us to the N. and N. E., are 
dependent on and tributary to Siam. With them our intercourse has long been close and 
friendly, and of a nature to prove most beneficial to the intercfhts of the provinces, as from 
thence are obtained the largo supplies of cattle requsite for the consumption of the Enro- 
pcamtroopS. Prior to their being obtained from that quarter, cattle were often brought 
from Madras at a most enormpus cost ; and when such supplies failed, it was found neces¬ 
sary, in order to supply meat, to oblige the inhabitants to give up their bnfi'aloes ; and 
though the price given them was liberal, yet itwas fell a heavy grievance and highly inju¬ 
rious to the cultivation, by withdrawing so many animals from the plough. Beyond these 
Siamese Shan slates to the N., lie others dependent on Ava ; and to the N. B. up to the fron¬ 
tiers of China, is an immense extent of country, of which we absolutely know nothing at 
present, but with which, in the course of time, we shall, no doubt, have constant and bene¬ 
ficial intercourse. Hopes were confidently entertained that Moulmein would bo this 
year visTieuiJy a caravan of Ckinese traders, a portion of that which annually comes 
down to our Northern Shan neighbours, and who bad been falJcn in with last year by Dr. 
Richardson, to whom they expressed an earnest wish to extend their journey to the coast. 
What has prevented them from carrying their dcsigA into execution, is as yet unknown^ 
and it is greatly to be hoped that the cause is accidental and that next year they will be in¬ 
duced to come down. S'icli an opening for our trade, is one not to be neglected, and every 
means should be adopted to induce some of these people to visit us once, leaving it then 
to their own judgibent as to the advantage of keeping up the intercourse.* 


* Since the above wag wriiten. the non-arrival of these people at Moulntein hag been explained. In 
compliance with a reqnest made by them to Dr. Richardson, an interpreter was sent at the close of the last 
year, to accompany them down from Limmay and Laboung, the Shan states on our not them frontier, where 
Dr. R. had fallen in with them. After a very long absence, this man returned with the following letter from the 
chiefs of the caravan, and seven Chinese. These latter remqioed only a very few days and rejoined their coun¬ 
try-men, seemingly well pleased and satisfied at the piospect held out of their in futuresobtaiiiing a good market 
■idt'.r their goods. The letter is addressed to Dr. Richardson and does them great credit, as evincing an honora¬ 
ble regretat the breach of^heir promise and frank confidence in us. 

" We write this letter to your Lordship, beseeching heaven for your continued welfare, &c. The year 
before last your Loidship met us at Cheng-wye (Limmay) and invited us to visit your country and trade 
with your people, promising us also the services of a messenger to guide us there, which offer we consider as 
a mark of great favor shewn to us. We accordingly found on our arrival at Cheng-wye (Limmay) the pro¬ 
mised messenger, who had been waiting for us these 3 or 4 months past. It was our intention to have accom¬ 
panied your mAfenger, but in consequeffc#of our arriving here late in the season, from having experienced 
heavy rains in our journey, and the delay occurring in purchi^ing our stqck of trade at home, we are obliged 
to defer doing so this season, fearing we shall have no time to return to our country before the setting in of the 
rains. To be faithful to our promise, we novr send a few of our brettirea with some articles of merchandize ■ 
on liieir return, they will be able to.give us every information regarding the trade of your country. ^ ‘ 

We again renew our prrftnise of visiting ^ar Loidship's country, and expect to be there on the comntecr '« 
nirat of our next grand festival, (about the middle of December nextj^o return you our thanks and to a<snr» 
your Loidship that we will not require the services of a messenger or guide to conduct us thither. We beg 
^ yon will not be ditpleased with us for not fulfilling our promise this time; and wishing your Lordship, through 
th« favor of Heaoeo, every blessing, health prosperity, &c. * 

Written in the Ifitliyearof the reign of our ^ing, Sfilh day of the let month (llth March 1836.) 

* (Signed) SENG L6 wE. 

. SpG CHUN. < 

iUerehiints of Yunan. 
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With Siam the over land trade ianaoght, nor ia it likely em to become of much vaiee 
Of interest, owing to the easy access of our vessels to Bankok. Tire ex^ence of land ear* 

riage will always be too great. * 

• 

The chief articles of export from Monimein, are rice and teak timber. Tlie amonnt 
* of the former is very variable and depends on the demand from the Straits and China. 
The latter is an article for which the demand is constant, and fortunately the forests arc 
of that extent as not to be soon exhausted. They liie about S. E. of Monimein on the 
banks of the 4ltran river, and t^e numprons minor streams that run into it. T4io follow¬ 
ing extracts from the journal of a gentleman who lately visited that part of the co&nt^, 
are interesting, as describing not only the extent of the forests, but several^other features 
of the country. Instead of proceeding up the river, he gained its source froni ano¬ 
ther direction, going by sea to Y6 and striking off froj^i thence in a direction to the 
three pagodas, a celebrated boundary mark in former times between the Burmese and 
Siamese. 

" Mill March ,—Marched at day break this morning to the S. £. and in two hoars reach¬ 
ed a place called “ Motsomab Men,*' (widow town) of which the only remains are a 
tolerably large tank and a bund enclosing a space of 200 paces square without any fruit 
trees. None of the people with me can give any account of the origin or time of exis¬ 
tence of the place, and 1 have been able to find nothing About it which could afford any 
ciueorgtvcri.se to any surmise on the subject. Distant from cultivation of any kind, 
bearing no traces of productiveness, and situated on the borders of an enemy's coiintrj', 
it is diincult to conceive for what p*urpose it can have been erected, unle-ss the three pa¬ 
godas, may at one time have been fiequented by Pilgrims, for wlio.se temporary conve¬ 
nience the place may have been intended, the Bund being elevated more as a protec¬ 
tion against wild beasts than against men. 

• • 

“ Wc visited the three pagodas, which are about four miles S. S. E. from this spot, 
a ith a tolerably trodden path the whole way. 1 had expected to seethe ruins alleast 
of three large pagodas, and asas much disappointed to find nothing but three heaps 
of black stones within 10 feet of each other, and the highe.sl not more than 8 feet high, 
on as black, barren and uninviting a spot as can well be fanci.d. I should certainly 
have passed these Tieaps without remark, had they not been pointed out to me. They ar^,„^ 
I fancy, as they have ever been, for there is no appearance of their Tiaving sunk or cruin- 
yed away. The spoils surrounded by hills on every side, and in addition to this, the 
mist was very low and thick, v^hich prevented our seeing far round. There being no 
water within four miles of the pagodas, we were obliged to retrace our .steps to Mot- 

aomab Meu, were there is a tank. The distance is exactly four miles, S. S. E. toN. T«J. W. 

• • 

“ The afternoon was very bat and ch»se till three o'clock, when we had a slight thun¬ 
der storm and smart shower, which was very refresAing and cooled the atmosphere for ths 

resPof the evening. ^ 

^ * 

“ 18f A.—Motsomab, latitude By Ohs. 16® 20’ 27”. 

• 

" The origin of the three pagodas appears to be as little known as that* of Motsomab 
Men, the accoi^t given being a fabulous one and (lieir date laid as far back as six years 
after Oaudamafi attained Meikban, at which time it ili^aid be gave three of the hairs of 
hjs head to two travellers, a Siamese and a Burmah, Adfspule having arisen as to which 
should have two of the hairs, an old woman suddenly made her appearance and fettled 
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the eontroverey, by proposing that each of the disputants should have one only and she 
the third, and tha^thcy should each erect a pagoda over their respective relic, the iady 
building hers between the other two.*^ After this work was completed the parties separated, 
one to becoQie K ing of Siam, or ail the countries to the S. Eastwarti, and the other King of 
those to the N. W. 

t » 

« 

“The people have beenont in all directions to-day seeking for cinnamon trees, which they 
aay exist in the neighbourhood. It is> amusing to hear them talk of the dread with which 
12 years a<;o they would have ventured to roam so near tr their dreaded enemies’ fronti¬ 
er. Only one of them has ever been here before, nn'd then it was by compulsion. They say, 

“ bad we come here during the time of the Burman Government, we should have come 
like tirievesbi* cats, watching every bough and leaf and not venturing to the right or left; 
now, we have been here two dyys without fear of molestation, and have seen every thing.” 
This evening a small bundle of the bark of the cinnamon tree was brought in, but of a 
very inferior description, having been taken from too young a tree. 

” 19tA. 1 went myself this morning in quest of cinnamon, and at the very bottom of a ra¬ 
vine, the ground in which is, even at Ihis'season wet, and sheltered on every side from the 
rays of the sun by the over hanging trees on the sides of the hills which form the ravine, 
wc discovered 5 or 6 trees growing in clusters, from which we took a good quantity of 
baik. ThelFaf is arromatic as wtill as the hark, which latter, however, docs not acquire its 
full strength till after it has been well dried in the sun. After some search we succeeded 
in getting half a dozen young tieos, which I got carefully taken up and intend taking 
to Mualmein. 

“ N. B. I hare since'found that this is the cassia Icgnea and not the cinnamon." 

The leak forests are found on both sides of the river, in patches of greater or less ex¬ 
tent, from williin about 10 milc.s of the three pagodas down to “ Dalee Creek," a distance 
by the river of fully 100 miles, Miough in a direct line not more than 40. Some of the 
patches consist merely of afew trees fioni tOO to 50i), alon’g and near the banks, but those 
of greater extentarc usually further in land, running along the bases and sides of hills, 
from whence spring small streams which run into'ihe Main river and enable the woods- 

A' 

^jjien to float down the trees after dragging them to the banks by means of elephants and 
strong trucks. 

The forests having been thrown open to the public sinct 1839, the axe and the saw have 
been, and still are, every where busily at work ; every forestis occupied; those on the banks 
of the Main river; chiefly by Burmese, who have preferred them, owing to" the superior 
facilities fur iTringing down the timber, without reflecting on their limited extent or con- 
sideling how soon they must be exhausted. The'European timber cutters have there¬ 
fore secured the larger forests,’'^ to whom it was less on object to meet with few diflicuJUes 
tiign to secure a wide field for thei^capital and enterprize. The limits of each location 
are generally well defined, in most instances by intervening belts of jungle, in which no 
■ teak tree appears, and in others by tite coarse of a nifilah or a hill. Each person is 
secured in thauninterrupted occupation of his forest, in which, however, he has no pro¬ 
prietary right! each cutter receives a written permit to cut within the limits as assigned to 
him. On the arrival of the timber at Moujmein, a duty of 16 per eent. is^evied, either in 
kind'or in cash, at a valuation regelated by the market rates. 

. _e_s_____— 

Such as tbs Mueles, the Kyoongyeung, the Migawac, and Mittakeel. 
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The trees are usually killed in the months of February and March, w*lieii the sap^ i« 
down, by notching through the bark all round, and allowed to stand thus for or 2years 
to season, without which they will not flout when felted. Some of the cutters are in the 
habit of sawing the timber on the spot into planks, by which means they can.raft it down 
at any season. Others bring it down in lugs, but this can only be done during the rains, 
• wiiep the water in the river rises some 25 or 30 feet. 'At this season (March) the river 
for nearly half its course is tittle more than a succession of shallow rapids, so shallow that 
our canoes, the largest not drawing above 15^ or Kkinches of water, are obliged to be 
dragged over, all hands jumping out fur this purpose. , 

• • • • 

« 

There are other extensive forests on our northern frontier, though chiefly on the other 
side of the boundary stream ; but, as before mentioned, the natural impediifients in the 
Salween river render the rafting of timber down it a difiii^it and dangerous operation. 
There arc teak forests also of some extent on the Burmese side, but the timber is inferior 
ill quality and size. A considerable quantity flnds its way annually to Monimein, but 
so destitute is now that part of the <*ountry of population, that hands arc not to be ob* 
tained for felling it. Some favorable terms have lately been ollered to oiir wood-outters 
to induce them to work there. • 

EITorts arc now making for introducing in the provinces, thccnltivation of the Pernam¬ 
buco cotton, tliougli the experiments hitherto tried have b*een on a small and most in¬ 
significant scale, in spots ill selected and without any care or attention paid te the cul¬ 
tivation ; yet there are grounds for looking forward to this most important branch of cul¬ 
tivation being eventually carried on to a large extent, and once successful iu the pro¬ 
vinces, all the surrounding states will soon adopt it. Under such circumstances, the 
Tenasserim Provinces, .so far from proving an expense to the stflte, would become one of 
its most valuable acquisitions, and such a field beingopened for European capital andskili, 
they would soon become in a manner colonized. No climate iu India is so well adopted 
to the European constitution. Tliongli snlijcct daring one half of the year to excessive 
rains,—the fall in 1835 being nearly 220 inches, and during three months to a beat equal 
to that of almost any part of liidiU, yet neither the beat or the moisture appears to eifect 
the European, though proving in some measure deleterous to the natives of India. 

There is no doubt whatever that sugar-cane and indigo will grow gxtrcmely well in the 
country, and the cultivation of the former is already carried to some extent, but at pre¬ 
sent the very high price of labour interferes with any speculation in these linos. The popu¬ 
lation is so extremely scanty and the demand for labour so great, especially in felling 
and bringing down timber, that an able bodied man can with ease earn his 12 or 15 a 
month. No individual can be hired as a common daily labojirer under half a rupee a day, 
and as both sugar-cane and indigo require labour not only in their cultivation but in pre¬ 
paring the prodnee for the niaricet, it i.?useless to expect any individual will engage his 
capital in such speculation ; neither could any hopes be at present held ont, of success 
attending his operations. Much has lately been elfccded towards reducing the price of 
labour by hiring out the services of some of the numerous convicts annually transported 
to the Provinces from Bengal ai?d Madras. They are to be obtained at 5 or 6 lie a man 
a month, according to the distance from the town at which they are employed, and it is 
generally acknowledged that they are valuable labourers, the best men only being se¬ 
lected to enjoy privilege of being freed from^tlfeir irons and living out of the jail: 
the hold that is obtained over them, by the certainty thftt any misbehaviour on their parts 
will be attended by a return to both jail and iions, causes them to become steady and 
- - B 
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hard irorking/An occasional small present of money from their masters, stimulates their 
exertions still further, end convict labour at Afonliuein is much in demand, and a persoa 
engaging in any branch of cultivatioci, would find it decidedly advantageous to avail 
himself «f U. ' 

T6, isa small province lying south ofthat of Amherst, between the latter and Tavoy,rhav* ‘ 
ing for its southern boundary the river Henga, which enters the sea in lat. The 

town of is situated about 20 mileo up a river of the same name, in lat. Id** 12*. It 
contains a popolation of abontSOO souls only,chiefly Taliei^s, and has not hitherto been made 
the residence of an European officer. It is a pretty, retired sp6t and its people are a proof 
of the extremely peaceable and orderly disposition of the Natives of this country ; for 
though occasionally visited by the European officer of Government, it is seldom found 
that there are any disputes to sottie among them, and oven the most petty ofl’enccs are of very 
infrequent occnrrence. The people are mostly engaged in rice oultivation, and an infe¬ 
rior quality of teak is procured some distance up the river, with which large native trad¬ 
ing boats are constructed. Owing to a bar at the mouth of the river and to extensive sand 
and mud banks lying off it, it is approachable only by small vessels, and large sized boats, 
when laden, cannot enter. « 

South of Y6 lies the province of Tavoy, I he second in size and importance of the pro¬ 
vinces. The town of Tavoy, though situated 40 miles up a large river of the same name, 
is yet only 8 miles from the sea in u direct line, such being there the brcadtii of the 
tongue of land dividing the river and tlie sea, forming a point in lat. 1.3° 2.V. The 
month of the Tavoy river forms a splendid harbour, fitted to receive and shelter the largest 
vessels, easily accessible and navigable to a distance of 20 miles for ships drawing 13 or 
14 feet, having its deep‘*water close to the right bank. Unfortunately, there is little or 
no ground at the mouth of the river fitted for the estahlislimcnt of a town, as the hills slope 
down almost to the water's edge. Still, were the resources of this province, in trade and 
production, equal to those of Moulmien, there is no doubt the town would ere this have 
been removed to a more convenient distance from the river’s mouth. As it is, the obstruc¬ 
tions in the river for the last 20 miles, are so numerous Ws to preclude a nearer approach 
to vessels drawing more than Oor 10 feet. The town is situated on the left bank of the riv¬ 
er, and was considered by the Burmese a strongly fortified place, and was more than once 
o^^be rendezvous of their forces in their attacks on Siam. 'When taken by us, it was sur¬ 
rounded by a high brick wall, having an interior platform nearly level with the top. 
Each face was nearly half a mile in length. Round the north and river faces, at a dis¬ 
tance of about 400 yards, was an inner wall of smaller |>eight and less substantial build, 
enclosing the suburbs of the town. To the Siamese sneb a fortification was impregnable, 
and traces are still very distinct of the encampment of the Siamese Army which beseiged 
the town some 20yearsago, and blockaded it for several months, though without success. 
The walls are now fast disappearing, the materiafk being employed for making roads or 
for any private purpose. The popniltion at present consists of 9,300 souls, and is rather 
or the decline than otherwise, owiqg to the superior Geld for mercantile enterprise afforded 
at Moolaiein. Tavoy has no inland trade, having oommunioation only with Siam, with 
which oonntry, as before stated, our intercourse is very lioilted, not that Siam is jealous of 
lacli overland intercourse, but that a more easy access is provided to her by water. The 
whole populhtion of Tavoy province is about 3d,000 scattered over the Country, obiefly on 
the banks of the Main river, in villages, which being of older standing than those around 
Moulmein, present a far more sq&stantial and comfortable appearan'he. Rice is the 
ebief prodnetion of the countr^, of which large quantRies are qnnually exported to the 
Strin*s. Teak does not grown in the province, but it abounds in a description of timber 



(thiagan) but little inTerior to teak, and equally adapted toahip and housaAiUildiSgt aa. 
equally obnoxious to wbite anu| It is to be had in udlimited quantity ajid of the largest, 
size. A ship load of it was some years ago sent to Carfouita, but owing to the prejudices 
which there exist, against all limber not bearing the name of teak, scarce a look was 


vouchsafed to it, though it is said that those who did purchase it, found reason to uongra> 
•tulata themselves on obtaining a cheap and valuable bargain. Tin and iron ores are to 
be had throughout the Province. The former is collected in small quantities by the na¬ 
tives and is very rich, yielding 70 and 80 per cent. oJ%ietal; but it doesnot appear to 
abound .so extensively in any ont^place, as to be likely to yield a profit were thj collec 
lion engaged in on a large sdhie. The iton ores have never yet been collected, though 
the specimens o btained appear to be rich. 


Under the Burmese rule the very name of “ Tovoyer" was V^rm of reproach, the people 
of this province being considered more addicted to drinking, opium smoking and their 
attendant vico.s, than those of any other part of the kingdom. So far was this opinion of 
them carried, that every other town througliout the provinces, had a space outside their 
walls called the Tavoy district, exclusively appropriated forTavoyers, who were not allow¬ 
ed to enter the town at night. During the first ftjw years of our rule, there was ample 
proof of the jiwlice of these suspicions, there being more cihnes and petty olfonccs com¬ 
mitted in this province, than perhaps in all the others put togollior ; but a more pure and 
impartial admitii.str.ition of justice, combined with the fifid that i.s now open to all for 
procuring a comfortable and honorable iiveliliuud, lias tended gradually to improve the 
morals of these people, and the Tavojcr.s are now as orderly and peaceable a population, 
as that of the other Provinces,—crimes of magnitude are of rare occurrence, and those of 
minor degree aie aiiuiiaiiy on the decrease. 

# 

Mcrgiii, the most southerly of the provinces, extends from that of Tavoy to the rivet 
Pakclian in Ut" 10’, wliicli diviilc.s the Britisfi possessions on the coast from those of 
Siam. The town of iVIcrgui is situated in 12'^ 24’at the mouth of the Tenasserim river 
and contains a population of (i,j>00 souls. The houses arc built round the bases of a clus¬ 
ter of low hills wlio.se suniniits ari^crowni'd with pagodas and temples and on the top of 
one of wliieli are the barracks of the troops, together with most of the European officers 
rc-sidences, than which more delightful sifces are st Idom seen. Tlio hill rises almost ab¬ 
ruptly from (he walef, a street only scperatiiig them. It coiiimand.s a widely extended 
view of the sea, studded with islands of all sizes and descriptions, an3 is completely open 
to its refreshing breezes. Few people can visit Mergui witbont admiring the beauty of 
it.s scenery or benciilling by the si^ubriiy of its climate; but it has little else to recommend 
it as a residence. Tiioiigh the eye ranges over a wide expanse ol water, yet but few ves¬ 
sels are over sepn making their vvay tow;ird.s the poit ; and though the vicinity of the sea, 
with all its agreeable accompamincnts of superb fisheries 8oat sailing, &c. be highly de¬ 
lightful for a short liiiio, yet the siceliisioi* of the place and its precarious communication 
with the world, render a rcsiduiiceathcrc exeecdingly*dull and moiiotanous to those who 
have tro duties to perform or are in no way ielated to the place. ^ 


Theharbonr is easy of access to Vessels of .3(M) or 400 tons, which oan run in and anchor 
within a few yards of the wharf, perfectly sheltered from the most vii>lciit wetfclhcr by the 
small island of Ma^auiacan lying parrallel to the town at the di.slniice of about .J a mile- 

• 

Mergui 'wa.s earfier known, however, to Europeans thitn any other part of the coast. Wo 
read in old books and ga^ettcus, i/T its being foi merlj the sirt of an English factory, and itt 
OBO it is stated, that the £. 1| Company being jealous of the prosperity of some En^ssh 
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mcrchantu m^ing there, an armed vesHel was sent over from Madras with instructions 
to her oommande^so to demean himself towards the authorities of the place, as to insult 
and disfust them and induce them to expel the merchants. In this he succeeded. The 
intention of seizing and murdering thorn was discovered, and they tied with precipitation; 
but the commander of the vessel lost his life. Subsequently the French seem tu have esta¬ 
blished themselves in the place, but were eventually driven out by tlie Siamese. «Tbe > 
gallant defence of a handful of French against a whole host o'f Siamese, is matter of his¬ 
tory. During the last war with Praii^c* Mcrgni and the neighbouring islands seem to have 
been much resorted to by French privateers, and the old i^iiabitants still remember a visit 
from'the British lleet (Admiral Watson it is supposod), the butting out a Frenoli vessel 
during the night, and a visit in state the next day frcmi the Admiral to the Burmese tio- 
verucTr. * 

Tn former limes, no doubt, Mergui was a much more important plane than it now is, as it 
formedthechier, if nottlie only, outlet fortlie produce of Siam, which must have come over* 
land to Tenasserim and fioin thciice down the river to Mergui. Tenasseriin is spoken of 
in old books, as a large, populous and flourisliiug city, but it has long been deserted, nor 
do such remains ofit as now exist, in any way indicate such u place as i.s described, ft 
has a stockade «itb a bund and one or two brick bastions, but it is not of any ex¬ 
tent, and the few pagodas within, are not of that size or beauty which would designate it 
as the site of a once populous add llomisliing place. It is situated about uU miles E. of 
Mcitiii, at the junction of^lwo rivers, insignificant duiing the N. E. Monsoon, but wide 
and rapid streams (lining the rains. One of these lias a due N. and S. course and is 
geiicially called llic Tcnasseiim river It is formed by the juiietion at a point about 
60 mill's East of Tavoy town, of two streams, ouc running from the northward, the other 
from the southward. After junction the united streams run round the iiorllicrri base 
of a ridge of mountains and proceed southerly towards Tenasserim. Its banks show 
signs of having be'en at oiic time populated* l>ut arc now quite deserted, except by a 
few tribes of Rayeus, a wandering race williout fixed habitalions, and who mostly shun 
all coniniunity wtili other people. Fiom the banks of this rivei arc obtained the large 
quantities of .s.ipan wood aiimi-.illy brought lo Mergiiif and exported from lliciico to 
Calcutta. It is cut by the Mcrgni people, who proceed np the river from that place, 
early in the rains, in boats, cut the wood, raft it on bamiiuos and .so bring it down. The 
^rip takes alioul or 7 weeks, and often two arc made, during a seasAn by the same pca- 
ple. Each boat is under engagement to deliver all the wood cut l»y the men in her, to 
some merchant of the place at certain agreed rates, and advances are made to them be¬ 
fore starling. The rales vary from 4i lo 7 K«- per UH) vi^s (.366 pound.s) and when the de¬ 
mand is great, men are to be bad at Tavoy who proceed overland from that place to the 
Tenasserim river and convey their rafU in a similar manner to Mergui. A ^uty of 16 per 
■ cent, on the market price is leVfed at Mergui. This produce is the chief article of ex¬ 
port from Mergui. Rice is grown, but not to any extent beyond the consumption of the 
place. ‘ " 

ri 

• t * 

From Mergui itself, to the southern boundary of our possessions in this quarter, is an 
V immense tract of fertile but unpopulated country, Thrfiughoui it, liowover, there exist 
signs of its hwiiig been once peopled to a considerable extent ; but owing, it is supposed, 
lo the divestating and barbarous warfare that bad uninterruptedly exisftid between Siam 
and Ava, from the time of Alompra, Ic* our conquest of the country, the population has 
gradually di.sappeaicd, and nothing now remaiii.s, beyond the narae.'f of towns and 
vtUages with the sites of .some iff lliem denoted by wolfs htid fruit, trees. Within those 
last W years, a considerable number of people from the neigUbouiing Siamese states 
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have f*mig:rated into onr provinces, to escape the {;rinr]in^ exactions \.S wliioh they; 
are subjected. These people Ipve been settled in some of the sites s^ove alluded to, 
and have been assisted with small advances of msiney to enable them to clear the 
land and raise their own subsistence. Such people, however, are far from proving n 
valuable addition to the population. Looked on and treated by their own,rulers as 
• littio* better than slaves, the freedom they enjoy under ns is too sudden and too 
great for them. They arc stink in apathy and listlessnets and look to nothing beyond 
a mere temporary subsistence of the most wretcjied d^eription. Hopes arc entertained 
that this tract of country will e^pntnall^ be found adapted to the oultivalion^ of some 
of the valuable species of /l^nerican Cotton, and experiineuts are now making with* the 
Pernambuco and Sea Island. 

Among the Islands of the Mergui Archipelago appertainii^ to ns, considerable collec¬ 
tions are annually made of the edible bird’s nests; an article depending for its value 
«n the extraordinary taste of the Chinese, among whom it sells for upwards of its weight 
in silver, though to European palates, utterly tasteless and useless except as a thickener 
to soups or stews. The collection is sold us a monopoly and yields annually a large 
sum to the treasury. • 

After this brief description of each province, it remains to say a few words on the gene¬ 
ral subject of our possessions in that quarter. • 


The following statement will doubtless possess considerable interest: 


l'*opuhtfion. JtfVfHHc. 


183:) 89,9(iS ;),3*2,0<K) 

IS.) I 9*2,119 3,.'i9^000 

IS.').'? l,(M),07O 3,7.>,000 



Imp&rls. 


11,04,038 

7.29.. 342 

5.91.. 392 


Erportt. 


ABSTRACr OF I'HF ABOVF. STATEMENT FOR 1835, 


Itevenue. 


Amherst..! 

1 

40,449 

Tavoy ... .^ 

• j 

35,415 

Mergui.... j 

1 

15,200 

r 

j l,tK»,070 j 

• 



3,75,000 



Imports.] Exports 


.5,91,.392 0,.36,097 


Two things am wanting to the prosperity of tl^e provinces and to enahle them to eon- 
trihule more largely than at pi^scnt towards the puyimjjit of their own expenses: po¬ 
pulation and the iulruduction of some article of produce that may altiact the skill and 

















capital of EaWeana and other colonists. The latter, indeed, in a great measure involves 
the former,as Wipuld any species of cultivation be eventutjlly found sufficiently attractive 
to such colonists they will be niMlertthe necessity of brin<;ing labourers with thorn, as the 
Eurmesc, leavinj; alone the very high wages they aie now enabled to demand and to re- 
oeive, would be found ill adapted for field or plantation labourers. A Burmah has no 
idea of the constant, unvarying, daily work that would be required of him, under such 
circumstances. He is too indolent, too nnsteady. He wiif labour hard perhaps for a 
month or two at work that he likes hpd hap been accustomed to, .such as clearing jungle 
or feliing,timber, but he will then pass an equal time indping nothing, living on the wages 
be has earned. He is incapable of steady labour ai»d has nevei*yet felt the pressureof want 
to stimulate him to habits of industry. It docs not appear that any description of produce 
has yet beet, introduced that would answer the above purpose. Experiments are in 
course throughout the country^witli the Pernambuco cotton seed, and if it succeeds ample 
information on the subject will no doubt be hereafter aiforded. A small sample of the 
cotton grown and forwarded to Mr. Patrick at the Glo'ster mills, was much prized by that 
gentleman, who declared it to be superior to any he had ever seen grown in India. 

The question has often been mooted.—What advantage results from the retention of 
theTenasserim Provinces?” It may be answered as follows:— 

lit. With the exception of tlitj mouths of the Irrawaddy, we now hold possession of the 
whole eastern .side of the Bay of Bengal. There is no doubt that during the last war with 
France, the Tenasserim coast with the numerous islands of it, aflTorded refuge to the 
enemy's cruixers during the violence of the south west'Monsoon, from whence a few days 
sail only, brought them at once into^the track of our merchant vessels ; whereas our incn- 
of-war were generally obliged to proceed to Bombay during that season and required 
weeks to return to the Bay. Trinconialie, whatever it may now be, was then a most un¬ 
healthy station, and proved the grave of our shl]).s' crews. lu case of a future war, not only 
are our enemies deprived of a resort to the coast, but the advantage is transferted to our¬ 
selves, and, if necessary, a naval station might with case be formed cither at Mergiii, at the 
mouth of the Tavoy river, at King’s Island between Tavoy/ind Mergiii, or at St. Matthew’s 
Island south of Mergui, the latter being described by Capt. Ross as one of the finest har¬ 
bours in the world. „ 

t 

^2dly. Our position in the Tenasserim Provinces , overawes both Ava and Siam. In case 
of a ruptiiic with the former, we have easy access to Rangoon, cither by sea or land, and 
a few marches would carry an army into the very heart of the country, securing possession 
of all the rich and populous towns and districts lying on the route from Martaban to Ava, 
a country posses.sing a large proportion of Tnlain population, whom a signal from us would 
raise in revolt against their prescutcrulor.s, and who are known to be even now watching 
an opportunity of quitting the country and placiitji^tlicinselaes under our own protection. 
Our neighbourhood is a subject of dread and alarm to Sia^, and lends to keep up in that 
power an adherence to the tieatics she lias made with us, and to render her desirous of be- 
ing on a friendly footixg with us. ^ 

Mly. On the score of humanity, our position on the Tenasserim coast is of wide-spread 
and inappreciable benefit. We have put an end to the devasting and .savage warfare that 
constantly existed between Ava and .Siniii. It is not the population of the provinces 
aioiie that are now freed from the inr^oad Af their enemies, and from tbelilmust as niurli 
dreaded presence of the forces ofatheir former Government,«ent either for their protection 
or to Retaliate by similar inroads^ but the states on our northern frontiei and the fron- 



tier provinces of both Siam and Ava, equally enjoy the blessings of pea^ and secnrfty. 
Our northern neighbours are d|epiy sensible of, and grateful for, the benaflts wethus affard 
them, and in their communications with us, the subject is often dwelt upon. “ Wo are no 
longer,” say they,—“ obliged to confine ourselves within tlie walls of our towns,.to cultivate 
our fields by stealth with arms in our lian(l.s, and to live in constant dread of ourselves or 
, our u'ives and families being carried oil'into irremediable .slavery.” Again, the example 
of a moreliberai, just and u()rig1it Government in their immediate neighbourhood, has had 
the effect of wonderfully improving that of the coantr|^ bordering on an. That of Rangoon, 
in particular, has been under th| necessity of foregoing the system of rapacity qnd extor¬ 
tion wbieli formerly existed; when the sole object of the individual entrusted with tire 
Government, was that of filling bis own and the purses of bis relatives and friends. They 
well known that such a system would not now be endured, and that if resorted*to, the peo¬ 
ple have a refuge at hand. It is a well known fact, that about two years ago an anony¬ 
mous petition in the name of the people of Dalla (a large town opposite Rangoon, on 
Ibo other side of the river) was read before the Viceroy in full Durbar, to the elTcct that 
the Government of the town was pursuing a system of exaction that was intolerable, and 
unless redress was afforded them, they would quit the place in a body and emigrate to 
Muulmein. The petition, as may be .«upposctl, w^s not a little startling, and every means 
was resorted to ascertain how it came into Court. Ail enquiries were ineffectual, but the 
petition was attended to without delay. 

• 

From our po.silion in this quarter, we may look to an eventual friendly inter¬ 
course with a wide and hitherto unknown extent of country, watered by the Salween, 
the Menam and Cambodia rivers, wtth their numberless tributary streams. We have the 
prospect, as already described, of being annually visited by caravans from the frontier of 
China; our own traders are fast pushing tbeir way among the intermediate Shan states, 
tributary some to Ava some to Siam ; and new routes are opening fur the people of those 
.states to vLsit ns, without subjecting themselVes to the exactions they ffsually undergo in 
pas.sing through the territories of their almost nominal masters, who, when once the be¬ 
nefits of such a coDitiiercial intercourse have been felt, will find it no easy task to put a 
stop to it. • 

Such, then, arc the advantages derived from our retention of the Tenasserim provinces. 
Eight years have slen the site of a long desected lliirmese town converted into a flou¬ 
rishing and important settlement, the resort of traders from all parts of India, for whom 
an opening has been effected to hitherto unknown regions; tiie blessings of peace and 
order have been conferred on myiions among whom war, rapine and pillage existed in 
all their horrors; and the road is open for the spread of civilization and knowledge among 
people, of witpm a few years ago we were entirely ignorant. How cheering, also, to the 
friends of Christianity, is the prospect that now opens v>i^ .successful result to the labours 
of the persevering and untiring missionary. In the Tenasserim Provinces he takes bis 
stand, secure from molestation or interruption, qnatifies himself for his arduous duties, 
and Either confining himself to the different people to be found in the provinces them¬ 
selves, or boldly throwing himself into the surrounding countries, *preaches the Gospel 
to thousands and distributes the printed “ Word of God among all around him. He 
hasto deal with a comparatively unprejudiced and nnhigotted people, and the success of 
the American (tlfore is no English) Mission in Burmah, is almost unprecedented in the 
annals of missionary labour. . 
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^RELATIONS WITH CHINA 


/ 


REFERENCE TO THE CASE OF LORD NAPIER. 


A TRAVELLER. 
Calcutt\, December, 1836. 


Although the pamphlets of*Measrs. Gordon, Lindsay, Matheson, and Sir George Staun¬ 
ton have been some time before the public, and must be familiar to all those who take any 
interest in Anglo-Cliirieso politics, a few observations suggested, by the perusal of these 
works, to one who has no other interest iu the settlement of the important questions at 
issue between China and Great Britain, than that which belongs to him as a citizen of the 
world, may still be found to possess some claim to attention. Under that impression they 
are submitted to the public. ^ 

The advocates for non-interference with China, rest mainly upon the broad principle 
that when we go to a foreign port to trade, we are bound to submit to the terms proposed 
by that nation, and to its laws geiierally, while we remain in such port—or go away ; 
but this principle, so undeniably just in the abstract, must, however, as Mr. Lindsay remarks, 
he received with some modificatious ; there must, it is clear, he ^ limitation to submission 
even in this case ; for as in the intercourse of individuals, though a man may refuse to receive 
another, if he goes further and kicks him dcfwn stairs, the kicked ma^ at least demand a 
reason. 

So sweetly you bade me adieu, 

But wl>y did you kick me down stairs I 

• 

and the kicker must incur the responsibiJity of the kickees resentment, if the answer be 
not satisfactory : so in the intercourse o^nations, although one Government may exclude 
the subjects of another from trade or residence, it may not subject them to indignities 
while they do trade or reside, without incurring the responsibility* of resentment. This 
illustration is homely, but it is emphatically applicable to the case China and British sub¬ 
jects resident therein, and partii^ularly to the treatment of Lord Napier. 

Li-isljuite true, moreover, as Mr. Matheson shews, that China cannot now, consistently 
wiyi reason and Vattel, claim the beaedt of the abstract principle stated ; because she has for 
for two hundred years permitted us to trade witli beff, and either avowedly or tacitly recognized 
rights and privileges, sanctioned now by flic law of long usage, sacred every where, but more 
especially so iu China, accordinglo the professions of the Government of that country, where 
precedent is constantly, often falsely, pleaded as an answer to the clajjns of justice and -the 
dictates of common sense. We have only hitherto asked from the Chinese, however, 
what is consistent with reason an^ the practice of civilized nations, and clearly reconcil¬ 
able with the prin^ciple of reciprocity, as respects our conduct to that nation. We permit 
Chinese to come to our ports and trade with whom they please, or reside ‘wherever they 
may find it convqfient to locate themselves. As ^o *Penang and Singapore, it might be 
urged that they confer advantages on us by their coming—that we are too glad to have them 
at those places ; bat in <!!alcatta we are certainly indepenefent of them and there wo have 
plenty oi|them, rather troublosgme subjects, yet they enjoy every] privilege of 4flritish 
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cUi;t«ns. WhaWould be said by the civilized Governments of Europe and' America, (the 
Chinese Governnf. nt pnthups cares not for its subjects,) werj we to denounce their settlers 


as barbarians who must be governed nvithout the laws, to limit them and any Chinese 
vessels coming to trade to Balasore roads, and to compel their wives to reside at Pondi¬ 
cherry? Allowing, as we do, to Chinese all and more than all the privileges wo ask from 
them, on what principle of justice—by what law ol morality or of nations, are we preclud¬ 
ed from demanding reciprocity ? ‘ 




We have, then, to enquire wheth^ we have any indignities or injuries to complain of. 
Passing over the more roraote examples of insnlt and injifry experienced by us, which are 
so well sketched in Mr. Gordon's clever and instructive pamphlet—conceding for the sake 
of argument, as he does not give his authorities, that as to some of them he may be mis¬ 
taken, let us come at once to the case of Lord Napier, as an instance so flagrant, that it 
cannot be passed over without - stain on the national character of Groat Britain. That 
some, perhaps many, of our fellow.suhjects in China and elsewhere, whose integrity and 
intelligence are equally beyond dispute, hold that Lord Napier was entirely in the wrong 
and that he provoked and deserved much of the ill treatment he experienced, is beyond 
dispute; and in Sir George Staunton, those who take this view of the case have found a 
distinguished leader, who has not hesitated to aflirni that His Lordship came to China 
unprovided with any proper official document—that the Chinese had no voucher for his 
authority hut “ his ipse dixit —the ipse dixit of a man whose very first act within the Cliinese 
territory, wa.s to violate theii laws”! H is difficult to listen to, or to read, such assump¬ 
tions as these with patience, notorious as the fact is, that whatever the Chinese function¬ 
aries may have pretended to the contrary—however great their ignorance of his Lord- 

ship's rank or status, (an ignorance they would not allow to be removed) they could not but 
he well aware that the man who came with two men of war, which afterwards set their 
batteries at defiance, and iliadc them tremble in their shoes, must be a man of authority. 
Still it must be conc^eded that if Lord Napier had come to China unprovided with any 
authority from his Government entitled to find credit with the Chinese authorities, and 
which he was ready to produce, the error would have been a fatal one, and the fact of his 
being unprovided with such a document, sufficient to justify Lord Palmerston’s impeach¬ 
ment ; hut when we come to apply the infallible test of truth to these bold assertions, they 
dwindle away at once into mere quibbles or torn out to be assumptions having no founda¬ 
tion in fact. Thus on examining closely Sir G'eorge Staunton’s statement respecting 
Lord Napier’s having np proper official document, we find it qualified by the words, from 
his own government addressed (o Chinese authorities,” in other words Lord Napier did not 
bring a “ respectfnl missive,” as the Chinese would call it—to whom? to the Emperor? 
Oh ! no ; we must not approach the Emperor; no, but to Visovernor Loo!!! ” His Majesty 
William the 4th, King of Great Britain and Ireland, Defender of the Faith, &c., sends 
greeting to His Excellency Goveri) 0 ( Loo”! I No truly. Lord Napier was hot the bearer 
of a document so dignified ; but lie was the bearer of a Commission under the Sign Manu¬ 
al, appointing him Chief of His Majesty^ Superintendents; he come in a man-of-war—a 
frigate: his authority was instantly recognised by British subjects in China, and opless 
Hi94i0rdship had l>een<depated to Pe^in, what other voucher did he require ? If the 
Chinese authorities were officially ignorant of his rank and of the circumstances described, 

* and which were matters of sufficient notoriety, whose fault was that? Sir George Staun¬ 
ton complains,indeed, that they had no voucher but his Lordship’s ipse difit; but’wliy had 
they not? Why, but because they would not admit his Lordship to an interview with the 
Viceroy, to which he was entitled by his rank—a rank recognized by hist, fellow-subjects 
in Canton and beyond doubt ma^p known to the Chinesey-of which they had as much 
evidence as they have required in other cases precedents which fully justified His Lord- 
ship in*'in8isting upon an interview for the purpose of oommunicatiog in duesfrom his 



authority and instructions.* lUie Chinese, indeed, deny these precedents/and in an edlt^l 
of the Governor of the 2d SoptJtnher, declared that on examininfj^ they fr^l^d that Ministers 
had had no intercourse with outside barbarians; bur the precedents are matters of histo> ' 
ricai fact which cannot be set aside hy the impudent assertion of a Chinese'functionary. 

In the same edict, it was also falsely affirmed by the Governor, that “it cdald not be 
• kno^yi whether Lord N’apier is an officer or a merchant! yet before the date of that edict, 
three Mandarins of high rank, deputed by the Governor, bad waited upon Lord Napier!* 
viz., the h'wanchow Foo, the Chaochow Foo, and Kvang tdow hee, an honour never yet paid by the 
Chinese Gavernment to any morebaut whatever; and had the Viceroy granted to his Lord¬ 
ship (he same lecoption be h*ad conceded to others of equal or inferior rank, his Excellency 
would have been duly informed of his Lordship’s commission and functions ; bQt this 
rcasoiiahio lequest was denied, and ihc Mandarins who waited on Lord Napier, refused even 
to be the be^lrcrs of a leltei fruin his Lordship to the Ooverngr; and then the Chinese autho¬ 
rities plead the official ignorance causedb y themselves— tkc consequences of their own act, as a 
justif cation of their own, wrong!! Such conduct is worthy of them, alike consistent with, 
tlieii notions of dignity and morality, hut it is unwortliy of a gentleman of Sir George 
Staunton’s cliaracter, to adopt their paltry pretexts and their special pleading casuistry. 

¥ 

A very favourite illustration of the vindicators of the conduct of the Chinese in the Napier 
rase, adopted by Sir George, and the idea of which is derived apparently from one of tho 
Cfiincse edicts, is tfiis:—“ Wliat if an envoy were be deputed to a European Court, and with¬ 
out deli vet ing his credentials, without any voiiolier for his authority or identity, but his own 
ipse dixit, slioiild come to that court and insist on residing there contrary to the orders aud 
wishes of ilic Government of tiie coirtilry ?” but the answer to this alleged parrallel case, 
so freqiicnlly and so cxnitingly ad vanced, is not difficult. It might be objected in limine, 
that tlie fancied pairallol is no parallel at all, inasniuoli as the question is not of an Envoy 
to a Court, and re(|'iiiing therefore authority (n, and demanding communication with, tho 
t^mrf, but of a Consul or Sii|)crinteudent of trade at an oiitport remoter from the seat of 
GoM'innicnf, and not a.sking for any cominnnication witli the court; but waving that objeo- 
lion and conceding for the sake of argument tliat the parrallol holds good in every feature^ 
lot us ,»iippi)sc a case of the kind pcciirriiig in Europe. 

We will imagine then, that the Cliinese are largely engaged in the export trade from 
Great Itniain to China ; that in order to efirry it on successfully, many of them have taken 
up their abode at Liverpool; that the trade has been conducted undej; a monopoly, and su- 
peiintended by agents of the monopolists; that the celestial Emperor changes the system 
and establishes free trade, and that thereby the authority of the mercantile agents is at an 
end and the British Government oreqiiires an officer to supply their plane. He is soot, 
bearing tlie celestial Emperor’.s Commission, arrives and requires an interview with tha 
Chief civil fuiietionary at Liverpool, to present his c|o^entials ; that that interview is 
refused ; and that then the Civil and Military authorities of Liverpool order him away, stop 
the trade, on his refusing to go, and endeavour to starve him oat, heaping on him and his 
nation in the mean time, in proclamations, all sorts of insults and refusing even to receive a 
letter from him unless presented through some channel that would be d^radiugtohim as tl',.;y 
well knew. Sliould such a case occur, does any body doubt that the Chinese functionary, if hft-.’'' 
had a force equal to it, would order his vessels up the Mersey, and batter Liverpool about 

• As the fact that there arc precedents on record has been questioned by those who eafferly espouse the 
non-iutcrference policy, without taking much trouble to examine into facts, it may be as well here to refer to 
some of these precedents. Passing over the case of Captain Weddell in 1637. as perhaps not sufficiently au- 
thenticated, an interconrse with the Vireioy was maintdined i® 1734 on the part of the Snpracargoes ; in 174^ 
by Commodore Anson ; in 1754 by the Supracarcoes; in 1759 by Mr. Flint, and the Suprarargoes j m 17^2 
by a Cornmittee fiom England ; in 1795 hy the Supracargoes; in 1805 Iw Mr. Roberts and Sir George Staunsgl 
ton; in 18(m by Mr. Roberts %nd again by Mr, Drummond and Mr. F.lpliuistoue ; m IBll by Sir Georinl^ 
Staunton ; in 1817 by Sir T. Metcalfe and Capiam Clavell, R. N., and ou many other occasions by Ut«,£,4uefif';!. 
of the factor^lon their annual return fro* Macao. '' 

^ ' C 2 
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Governor's ears any one shew that according .to the principles of individual coartesy 
and internationalhe would not be amply justified in sJcIi a proceeding? and wonid 
civilised Europe listen for one moment'to the paltry pretext, that the authorities of Liver* 
pool were ignorant of the rank of the Chinese functionary—had never seen his credentials, 
when the only cause of such ignorance was their refusal to admit an interview sanctioned 
alike by reason and by iiomerous precedents? No,—such a plea may be adapted to Cliinese • 
morality; but such wretched casuistry could be an insult to the understandings of the 
civilized world. ^ , 


It'S a mistake to suppose that a mere questionVif^tnin was involved in this demand 
of ail interview with the Viceroy—it is equally an error to treat the concession even of 
a form qr ceremony in China, as a matter of no importance ; for the conco.ssion of a form 
there, is often the sacrifice of a very important principle. Had Lord Napier forwarded his 
commission through the Hong Merchants, or applied through them for leave to reside at 
Canton, be would not only have submitted to what would have degraded him in the esti¬ 
mation of the Chinese authorities, but he would from that very cause have placed himself 
in a position that would have rendered him utterly useless and powerless to protect 
British interests in that remote quarter., It is urged, indeed, that he would still have 
been in a position similar to that of the Company’s Chief; but he would not; for a 
very obvious reason, that he never could have had that influence which the Company's 
servants owed to the circumstanors of their being dealers to an unornious am omit on behalf 
of their Honorable Masters, while Lord Napier, though a representative of trade, not 
trading at all, would have been in a very different situatiun ; and had his cuiiimir 
l^ication with the authorities been made through the Hong Mcrchant-s, Mr. Dent or Mr. 
Jardine would have had more influence than the Chief of His Majesty’s Superintendent^, 
or than all the Superintei^dents combined, and might easily at any time have thwarted 
bis‘or their views and measures, bad they been so disposed. It is idle, therefore, to talk 
of the facility witil which, by consenting tn the proposed indignity, his Lord.'.liip and 
bis colleagues might have quietly .slipped into the shoes of the Company’s Select Com¬ 
mittee. In short, the Company’s servants derived their vast iiilliience from the cuiiiial 
they wielded; the Chief bearing his Majesty’s commission, could cleaily de:ive lii» only 
from rank and authority ; but the meanest Mandarin would have laughed at tiie idea of his 
rank or authority after he had descended to petition through tlie Hong Merchants ; for the 
wealthiest of the Hong Merchants, whatever secret influence his mtie wealth may give 
bim, would kow-tou in public to the meanest Mandarin in ofliee ; since in the code 
of the Chinese Aristocracy, the vocation of the merchant is degrading, and this tule is 
constantly enforced ; it is, in fact, a principle of Chinese polity never ovet looked. The 
situation, then, in which such a proceeding as that of luiinhly petitioning through the Hong 
Merchants would have placed His Lordship, every one who weighs these facts may 
understand; that it would have hcun one quite devoid of power and dignity and of all 
utility, every unprejudiced man must admit. , 

By some who espouse the causu of the Chinese against Lord Napier, it is con¬ 


ceded that his Lordship could not have submitted to petition through the Hong MerohanUs; 
bqt then they argulT that the gre'at error, the original sin of the case, was that of 
^MA(}ing out a nobleman and a commissioned officer. That is a mere assumption, but it 
vKAnotber brajpeb of the question. It is enough now to maintain, that the Taepan sent out 
fn ewseqaenoe of a request of the Chinese authorities, was a man of high rank bearing 
BH Majesty’s commission and instruc^ons to reside in Canton. These qualilications fully 
»)%Urranted bis claim to be received by tiid Viceroy; and, as has been ali*daily urged, if liis 
^excellency bad no official intinwtion of these well knowntfacts, the fault was liis own and 
.canggt be pleaded in defence of the treatment Lord Napier experienced at, bis hands. 
i^%he respectful and courteous reception of bis Lordship, which would bave^een alike 
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consistent with the profciisions of the Chinese government towards “dlsynt foreigoer^'i 
to numerous precedents and toithe general praeiioe of civiliised natinn^r could not ha^ve.. 
precluded subsequent represencations against his L'>(dship*s powers or Tiinctioiis; bin the 
ex3use fur the very opposite course adapted by Governor L'lo, so ingeniously^urgcd by Sir 
George Staunton, is, that his Lordship by his iirst act in China, violated the laws of that 
^ empire. That Lord Napier went up to Canton without that permission obtained through tho 
Hong Merchants already di.'^.ussed, is true ; but that he pioceedo.i there clandestinely, is 
nor true; and again those who vindicate tho Chineso#aiithoritics are cliailetigeil to sho-v 
what law of the Empire his Lordship violated. A writer in tiie Chinese RejMsitorp ois- 
serves, in reference to thi.s cfuesiion :—• • 


“ And what was tlia causu of all thi?se strange procoeilings towar.ls the representative of the King of Great 
Biitaiu ? Ills bald that he transgressed the laws of the Chines-; Empiie. Then what law% an-l when and 
wiiuie did he transgress them ' It is false to sav th it lie came <'l iiiilestinelv to Canton : in full view of the forts 
and surrounded by man-uf-w.ir ju>As an I cruiz-ers he del)irked from lla! fiigales and came up the river in 
broad day : and but for a severe ilinn-lcr storm would have rc ichcd the Factoiies at an early iiniir in the 
evening. And no mnn forbade his doinir so. Del he transgress the laws in addressing a letter to his 
Excellency the Goveiuor of Canton? It is false to say that it was a piivate or I'landestiiic letter. It was 
addiesaed and forwaided in due form au-l common courtesy required its reception. Did the laws of the 
land foihid the Uovernor to receive it ? Bo it so ; but where was the disolmdience in presenting it. There is 
no law we venturs; to atKrm amidst all the records of the Kinpire that pievents the presentation of such a 
letter; and iiotiu hut uncivil not to unrighleoti- laws say, coaid prevent the reception of such an a-ldress ; * but 
he did transgress tbc laws'. Dow and when ! Ifaving brought an order frutn tho Court of Directors thnt he 
should be received into tlieir Paelory and accomiiiorUted at their table, did he transgiess the laws of tho 
cele-tul empire in accepting their hospitality ? And when etiquette required him to dispense with tlia> hos> 
piUtitv, did lie disobey the laws of llic laud in making arranguniunts fui'Inm-elfl Such a charge was never 
brought agaiiisl him Did lie refuse to rereivu oidets from the Iloiig ineichants ! Tlad he lieeri a vassal of 
the Kni|iernr, Ins refusal woiil 1 have been disobidiuneu. When Ins Mveellency savv lit to scn-1 a d-'putation 
of oiHcers, he received and treated them in becoming style and in domg so, there vvas surely no dis* 
obeibeiice.'’ • 


Yet without attempting to prove the charge of violating a law of the empire, .Sir George 
Staunton^ i'ea.son.s upon it an estuhlishcd, and founds on it his |wceping condemiiiiliun of 
Lord Napicr'.s proceedings from first to lust! Sir George is a high authority on a question 
of Chinese law, but lie is opposed in this instCnec by men ns welUrorsdtt in the laws and in 
the l.iiiguagc of Chinn ns himself. They are British subjects, however, and tho worthy 
Baronet, adopting tlie pseurfo-philanlhropy of tliu.se who espouse with Ihp zeal of paiti- 
ZHiis the cause of the Chiac%p against British subjects, employs Chinese casuistry 
and prefers Oliiiicse evidence in support of that cause, and could ufe-ourse pay no attention 
to the facts or argutiiciiis of foreigners China, however distinguished these may be for 
integrity, intelligeifttc, and an aequaintance with tho language, manners' and customs of 
the “ central flowery land bat lie wonld have paid more respect, pSrhaps, to the admission 
of Governor Loo iiimsclf, that Lord Napier had not throughonl, violated the laws of China! 
and at all events the weight duetto sucJi an authority eaiinot be questioned. In Governor 
Loo’s memorial, no. 14, to the Einperor, reporting the departure of Lord Napier from 
Canton, his Excellency declares that although he, Lord Napier, had “ entertained absurd 
aisionarpfancies, HE YET HAS SHEWN NO REAL BlEllBGARD OF THE LAWS." 

In considering this case, we have nothing to do with Governor Loo's inconsistencie.s or 
the contradictions in his various reports. It is for him to reconcile them ; but in this admis¬ 
sion of his, in one of his latest reports to the Emperor, of Lord N^ier’s proceedings,«a]»e 
have an answer to the plea, the pretext of his Lordship’s having violated the laws, that 
cannot be gainsaid ; and whatever Sir George Staunton may say to it, on this point, at« 
least, the whole y|orld besides will admit that Governor Loo is a better authority than the 
worthy Baronet. 

A vindicator of Lord Napier against the charge of violating the laws of China, might 
safely rest his case on, what is &lready advanced ; but it may be useful to offer a few words 

• Wh/did not the worthy Barony, the trgnslator of the Chinese penal Code, cite the law violated^ 
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connected withVbe subject, on the char^^e brought a|tnin|thi9 iiordahip of posUn; up a 
proclciination.atm^t iu direet terms inviting the Chinese to Icbellion. The answer is that 
Lord Napier never aid cause any such proclamation to bo placarded.' What he did do in 
that respect, ams lliis. Seeing his proceedings misrepresented and the grossest calumnies 
and insults widely disseminated by the Cliinese authorities, he did cause to be placarded, a 
brief but clear and, in iny judgement, plain and forcible yet temperate exposition of the/ea| 
stale of (he case, no. 7, of the Ollicial documents)^ entitled “ Ihterestinff to the Chinese Mer¬ 
chants. Present state of relations between Q/iinaandGreat Britain.TriieandoJficial document”. Many 
of tlie Foreigners thought the publication of tliisdocument premature, but there i.snot a word 
in itineiting rebellion,, unless the exposure of the inkrepresentafions of Governor Loo, are to 
be so deemed ; and that was jiistincd hy the shameful slander directed against his Lord¬ 
ship; bnt even that applies no stronger language to the Governor than that of charging 
Kim with ignorance and obstinacy. 

, The facts already advanced, establish the conolusinn, that the Chinese authorities were 
wholly without Justilication for refusing Lord Napier the interview he required. Their 
treatment of his Lordship, when he was leaving Canton, is too painful to dwell on ; and it 
is monrnful to reflect that any Briti.sii subjects should be swayed by passion, prejndir.e or 
selfishness into an attempt to defend such' gross treachery and inhumanity. Sir Georgg 
Staunton, however, is so completely carried away by his preiicfo-pliilaiitbropy in favor 
of .the Chinese, that with the zcal^of a parlizan, he waves all candour and fair dealing, 
and sinking facts which it would be troublesome to answer, leaps at once to his 
desired conclusion. He alludes only to the detention of Lord Napier at [langsheau, 
which he treats as a mere customary matter or as a resuU of precaution ; now what are the 
facts of the case ? Wliy those exhibited in tlie following statement. His Loidship having he- 
eome seriously ill. Dr. Colledgc, the medical ofliccr in attendance on him, urged the necessity 
of his resigning all fartlier’atleation to business and proceeding to Macau. 


On the IBth of Se;fteniber, tlic 2d and 3d .Superintendents being absent from Macao, 
Dr. Gollo<ige addressed tlie fullowiiig letter to the .Secretary of the Cliaiiibcr of Coinmerce: 


Sir,—Loid Napier’s, continued indi^pcHitinn rcndarrnij it •Ip'iirpalilp that Im T.')rd'<lii|) oliould not bo har¬ 
assed bv a continuance of the upgouaiion now woing on with the ('hiii'3*e antho'ili-^, .iiid that lii< d’-partiiie 
fnom Canton should not be ilelaved, I beg to inform von that I have iiudprt.iken, >vilh In- l.onlsliip's conciii. 
rence, to make the rpr|iiisiie arrangements with the Hong .Vlerchauts in reference tutliu cniniiiuniualiuii which 
you yesterday nceived fiom them. < 

(Signed > 'T. R. Coi.i.kooe. 


In consequence of this arrangement, a meeting took pUae at the Coiisoo House on the 
following day of which the subjoined are the true accounts: 


Mr. Cnlledge's statement. 

“ 1, T. R. CoRedgp., engage on the part of the 
chief Superintendent, the right honorable lonl Napier, 
that hUlordship does grant an order for U. ships 
now at Whampoa, to sail to Lintin, on my receiving a 
chop from the governor for his lord«liip and suite to 
proceed to Macao, lord Napier’s ill state of healtk not 
Mtnnitting him to correspond with your authorities 
ati^r on this subject. One condition, I deem it expe- 
to impose, which is,*that M. M. ships'do not 
submit 


Hawqua and Mouiqua’s statement, 

“ The hong merchants Woo Tunynen, and others 
(Howqua and Mowqtia), reported that^he said nation’s 
private merchants, Colledge and others, had stated to 
them (the governor and his colleagues), that lord Napier 
acknowledged that,' because it was his first entrance into 
the inner land, |^e was ignorant of the prohibitions, and 
therefore he came at Once to Canton, without having 
obtained a permit; that the ships of war were realfy for 
the purpose of protecting goods, and entered the Bocca 


lit to any ostentatious display on the part of your Tigris by mistake ; that now he (lord Namer) was him 
K govwromaat.''Howqua replied : “ Mr. Colledge, your self aware of his error and begged to be graciously 
ptppeaiiioo is of the most serious neture, and from my permitted to go down to Macao ; and that the Ships 
KtMnsItsige of yout'ihsracierl doubt not the honesty of should imme£ately go Out (of the^.inner land) and he 
it;,JMe hands with me and Mowqua, and let Mr. therefore begged permission for them to leave the port.” 
the same.” 

I t- 

Every one who knows any thing of the 'parties—any one who is in the least acquainted 
%t(h the otter disregard of troth #bi«h the Chinese display," will know to which of these 


t Vide appendix, e 
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slitements'credit is do« ; bat i£ any one in tko spirit of Sir Geopjge Staun^n’s partiaHty for 
the Chinese, should prefer tha^ of Howqoa, even that will not afford^ pretext for tliW 
conduct about to be described. * 

Dr. Culledge, in his notes published in tlie Canton Register, thus proc'eqds with the 
sanction ; 

“ We all joined hands. How^ua and Mowqua then left ns to go .o the governor, and in the evening return¬ 
ed with an answer that all was arranged according to my propq^Uion, and that no mark of insult would be 
shown to the ships in passing the forts at the Bogue. The following morning flowqna and Mowqua sent to say 
that we could not leave Canton that day, as they, the merchants, wore engaged in a further discussion with the 
governor, relative to our departure, which lastediuntil 10^ p. m., wlien 1 sXw Mowqua, who told me all was 
settled, aod that we might go next day. 

" The foregoing is the substance of the agreement ; and both Mr Jardine and myself exce'pisd that*T,>ord Ns- 

f lier ami suite would be permitted to go to Macao m the usual manner foreigners do, viz., stopping only at the 
leangiihan chophou-e. However, to my great mortification, we h id nq^left Canton two hours, before I dis¬ 
covered we where under a convov of armed bints, and that wc should not be allowed to pass beyond a few miles 
from Canton that night,—the boats having anchore I .it the pigo I'l fort, in sight of a part of Canion, Monday 
221, we again got under way, and proceeded s/oioli/anii tefli.iiisl. 1 / under a convoy of eight armed boats, two 
traneports'earrying a military, and another boat with a civil mandarin, in charge of the whole squadron. Al¬ 
though the witiil was generally favorable, wt did not reach Heaogslian till about miJiiiglit of the 23d. And 
it is now that 1 have to describe a scene of treachery practised upon liis lordship, which was not only auDOying, 
but so greatly injurious as to aggravate the symptoms of his.coTopl.iint, and cause a relapse of such as he had 
nearly recovered from previous to his leaving (lantoii. We were detained here from the time of anchoring the 
boritson the 23d, until 1 o’clock i>. m. of ilie 25tli, amidst itoise, confusion, ami beating of gongs, such that hU 
lordship couhl birely support. This was by me repeatedly complained of. At daybreak of the 25th, I sent a 
message to the civil mandarin through a linguist, informing him that I yould not hold myself responsible for the 
safety of bis lordship, if such an unwdrr,autablc. course of oppression was persisted in ; that I bad no me¬ 
dicine with me applic.ible to tlie change that had taken place in his lordship's cotiiphiiiit. The linguist was re¬ 
ceived by tlie in-ind inn, but could elicit nothing sitisfactory as to the probable time when we should proceed to 
M.icau. Piovokcd lit length beyond all endurance, by this cruel display of power, I requested the linguist 
to nccompaiiv me to the vn.iiidiinirs boat, wnicli be did without anv kind of reluciance ; and on the litiguisi’s 
sending up my name, an interview, was immediately afforded mo. Through him, I most fully explained lord Ffa- 
piei's -iiHeiinc-, and the danger of del-iy under such circumstances. The muiidarin replied, that he must con* 
suit with the lleang-liaii auilioritics. Iietore he could promise to rcleuse us, l)ii( that he would lose no time jn 
representing my statement. No further communication took place until 1 o’clock p. m., whcnthissaidmail- 
daiin, iiccompaoicd by two others of an inferior rank to himself, came to us, and handed me the Heangshan 
pass. 

‘ 1 condiier that lord Napier’s illness was much aggravated by this unjustifiable, and, as far as I can learn, 
unprecedented detention. 

^ (Signed) TiioMta R. Coi.i.eoob. 

Macao, Srptemher 23(/i, 1334. 

Ill addition to thi.s evidence of the iqhatnan treatment vrliioli Lord Napier experienoed, 
the following is a* further and ollicial testimony to the same elTeot. 


To ths Editor of the Canton liegistei'. 

“ Sir,—Considering it duo to the memory of the late right honoialde lord Napier, and to the feelings of an an¬ 
xious and kind public, we are desirous ti^ convey our opinion with regard to the cause of his illness, through the 
medium of your paper, and to state that we conceive the origin of liis compbiiat to be wholly attributed to the 
severe labor and anxiety wbicb devolved upon him while at Canton. 


" His lurdsUip\ health began to fail about the beginning of Septpnsber, and an attack of fever supervened on 
the dth, a period replete with events of a most harassing description, and under circumstances the most disad. 
vantageous to the nature of such an aiFeclion. Keeling compelled from a high sense of obligation to hit country 
to persevere in the execution of his duties, he refused to leave Qanton until the 18th, on which day Mr. C<n- 
ledge prevailed on his lordship (o relinquish the toils of odice, and proceed to Macao for the more complete re¬ 
covery of his health ; at this time the violent symptoms of the fever subsided, and a change alone was Intvfad 
upon as necessary for its re-establishment. The 21st, his lordship'embarked for Mtcao, accompanied by Mr. 
CoUedge, and passed the following day comfortably, although much annoyed from occurrences already detailed. 
On the 23d, during the cruel, neMless aAd vexatious detention, experienced amongst the nmse of gongs, crack¬ 
ers, and firing of salutes, which our mandarins kept up by the boats in attendance, in spite of repeat^ remon¬ 
strances, his lordship suffered a relapse of fever ; aud he landed at Macao on the mori)iag*of the 26th, mote 
exhaust^ and altogether in a worse state than be had ever been from the commoncement of his illness. And 
from this time, notwithstanding the comforts that surrounded him, and the unremitting attention of his affection- 
nte family, he contiq^ed to decline until the day of hb deatl^ 

We ase. Sir, your obe&nt servants, 

• • T. R. CofXBoan, 


Uaeac 



„ Albxr. ANDsnsotr, 

Snrgeoni to H. M. Superinteuiwis. 
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There i« te heHeve that his Lordship would hav<^ reeoverod hot for the treache¬ 

rous and bmtal 4 ^.,duct above described ; and at least it'is certain that that treatment 
i;reaUy increased his Lordship’s sufferings and accelerated his death. Have we not a right, 
then, acoordinig to the principle of oin own law and of reason, to charge the Chinese an- 
tiiorities with his Lordships death ? And what was the pretext for the inhumanity which 
cansed it—a pretext which even theChinese are ashamed to o;ge, but which isputfortb for 
them by one of their British admirers and defenders—Sir George Stannton ? Why, that the 
object of the delay was to prevent his LordsHip getting down to Macao before the frigates 
weie (airly out of the river; but the frigates, aecordinj; to ,the Chinese official report, 
passed the Bogae 6n the23d. The detention of Lord Napier at Hanshcan, although bo 
bad been unnecessarily delayed before, commenced on the 33d, and was continoed until 
1 p. M.’of the 35 th, so that there is not a shadow of excuse for it. But what are we 
to say to Sir George Staunton's'eandour in talking of detention only, as if there had been 
nothin*’' in the circiirostances of the case to render that detention in any form cruel— 
as if there had been nothing done to aggravate that detention and increase its per¬ 
nicious effects in a ten-fold degree ? On this point the public have to choose between the 
assertions, or the assninptions, of Sir George Staunton, and the official reports of the 
Surgeons above quoted, by which these'assertions or assumptions are direolly contra¬ 
dicted. If these honorable men are to bo believed,—if their veracity in the statement of 
what passed under their observation, and their professional opinion on a case which was 
under tlicir treatment may be relied on, (and who will venture to question either?) then 
was the death of a nobleman hearing Ilis Majesty’s commission, at least greatly accele¬ 
rated if not aciually caused, hy treatment for which e^en the most zealous condemners 
of his proceedings caimol allege the slightest excuse, - for which none of them, indeed, ex¬ 
cept Sir Geoige Staunton, venture to attempt to frame even a miserable apology ! The 
Chinese, in their lying mafinpr,allege tliatliis Lordsliiu had apologized, &c., and that having 
done so they permiyed him to retire in due farm. On their own shewing, then, they have 
in their subsequent conduct been guilty of the breach of a honour and humanity which de¬ 
mands redress—which cries aloud to heaven for vengeance ; they have hunted to death one 
who even as to them was no longer in an offensive attitude, and who, as to the British sub¬ 
jects in China, had by universal admission so home iiiinse'i'f, that 

his virtups 

Will plead likB Aiieets, trumpet toneueii, against ^ 

'i'lie duep damtiatum of his taking off. 

( 

But what then, when redress is called for, what is the answer?-an attempt to deny 
or disprove those indignities and cruellies to which his Majesty’s Superintendent in China 
was subjected ?—no; hot we are told by ihe Morning Herkld, for example, that “ the tea* 
will smell 110 worse for them?" Such is the language of a journal, the organ of a party 
perpetually whining over our departing or departed glory f! True it is, that the leas will 

taste no worse for tlie treatment of Lord Napier ; but to those to whom the national honour 
is dearer even than boltea, the questjpn addressed is, whether that treatment does not 
merely justify but render it imperative on the British Government a demand ample 
T 09 ress for the past ag4 snlBcient security for the fu lure. 

Enough has now been said of Lord Napier’s procee^ngs ; but it is right to observe 
that if bis Lordship's wishes had been complied with, though he would not even then, 
perhaps, have Been able to act in a very different manner, he would at least have deprived 
silr (Seorge Staunton and others, of some of their grounds of objection to^ bis proceedings. 
The Chinete ReposUory, the conductors of which had aoeess to good authority, says that his 
Lordship, foreseeing the difficulfles that might arise from iRs not being recognized by the 
locabauthorities before leaving England, rcqoesUd that is case of necessity be flight have 



[ 25 ] ! 

$ 

authority to treat with Pekin ; fhis request being denied, he desired that appointnfent to 
Canton might be announced atthc capital, and that being refused, he wjslied for a comutt’ 
nication addressed to the Governor of Canton; that was not granted, but his Lordship 
■was directed to come to Canton and report himself by letter. Now if his Majesty’s Minis¬ 
ters, in refusing these documents, acted under the impression that they would b'e very likely 
to furnish a pretext for making delays and ditbenUies, they were quite right. The Chinese 
authorities would still have said, we don’t want a wo want one to communicate 

throngh the Hong, whoever heard of a Siiperifitendent of trade communicating with the 
JBmperor; for a letter from ^inifters they would have treated as they did Lord Napier 
—they would not have received it except though the Hong. In fact they wonl^ have 
refused to allow Lord Napier to come to Canton at all, except after humble petition; for (hey 
would clearly not have recognized him as an ambassador, but merely as a Taepan according 
to their idea of the office—and as such precisely tho same objections as were raised 
would have been made; but what do Ministry say to the case? If the want of such docu” 
mentsjustifies the Chinese, in what a .siinntion are they placed who refused them: if 
not, on what principle—on what pre'ext can they defend a tame submission to the insnit 
and injury inflicted in that case without any cause, on the officer whom they deputed to 
China beating a commission under the Sign Manual? It is for them to say, and time 
will develop their answer; meanwhile .'issuming that the national hononrwill be vindicated 
and oiir relation.s with China be planed on an intelligible and secure basis for the future, 
it may be useful to submit some considerations on the means of attaining these ends. 

Every thing we know of the character of the Chinese Government, and all that is recorded 
of our lelations with that power, dinply prove that any appeal for redress to the celestial 
Emperor, which is not supported by a demonstration of force—is not in fact addressed to 
Ills leans, will piove futile and misoliievous. We have only then to consider of the nature 
of this demonstration. On this point Mr. Lindsay has been very specific ; but perhaps it 
would be hsttcr to leave details to professioaal men. If the British Onvernment can once 
be brought to admit the necessity of demanding redress for tho insults offered to Lord 
Napier, there euii he no reason to doubt that they will be equally ready to perceive tho 
wisdom of doing so in a mnnnerjikely to insure the desired result; now nothing short o^ 
(he appeai-arioe of an imposing force as near the capital of China as may be, will accom¬ 
plish that ohject. The idea of again at^tompting communication vi& Canton, should be 
abandoned ; f(M all |fs»rlics agree that that would be useless. An ambassador should be 
deputed at once to Pekin and be landed from an armed steamcP on the bank nearest 
the capital of the Pei Ho, which can be ascended by vessels of light draft to a point 
within thirty miles of the impe|^ial city. The intelligence that the Ambassador came 
attended by an imposing force, would insure for him something more than a mere res- 
pccttul reception at the Imperial Court, and he should be instructed to plainly submit to 
the Emperor, the alternative of the application of that force ; but, it will bo objected that 
this proceeding would bo in fact a doolaration of war—yes, but it is the only means, by 
which you can ever insure permcAient peace with CRina, 

Ostendite bcllum, ut pacem habebiiis,- ^ ^ 

is, in short, the maxim strictly afiplicable to our policy towards the celestial Empire, It is 
timetoeschew the “speculative benevolence” which constantly places a semi-barbarous nati- " 
on in a position oP advantage over us. It is too much to permit Ibe advocates of non-inter¬ 
ference and submission to insult, to contend first, llyit the Chinese having evaded and not 
sought intercourse with foreigners are not boudU by the “ laws of nations”, and next to 
admit their plea, tliaj we most not seek redress because those laws require those 
who prooe^ to aforeign country for trade or other purposes'to submit to the lex Zoci^hat- 
ever it may be. The truth is, thd^e has been an over reOnement in the reasonings on this 
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-qaestiiAir’wliUli^MrBndsred them utterly in^pplioabte t<t the paitlealar on»« and quite 
npagaaBtleikerapimon pease maxim that every general nij,e lias exceptions which, in fact, 

. qtfove the rale. . The abstract prioeipte so much relied on, has misled those who so eagerly 
-advance it. •Jt is idle to talk of adhering to this principle in its integrity. Take for 
example the case of accidental homicide of a Chinese by some British subject or subject 
'unknown. In this case the law of China requires a victim, that same law recognizes torture a 
as a mode of jodioial investigation. Are the British philanthro'pists, who profess.snch hor- 
Yor at the very idea of departing fromHheir^diuired principle, prepared to admit the appli* 
nation of iuin such a case—to admit that an innocent fellow-subject should in such a case 
be ttorfured and strangled ? If not, what becomes of their principle—their immutable rule ; 
and who is to draw the line between the role and the exception ? It is clear then that in deal¬ 
ing witif semi-barbarous nations wo cannot invariably apply to them rules of policy founded 
upon principles of justice and t\^manity, which they neither recognize nor understand. That 
there are oases in which a civilized nation is justified in vindicating both, by an assertion 
«f power—by arguing with force where reason would he in vain applied—and this ispre* 
eisely the case of China and Great Britain. Tlie advocates for demanding redress, handle this 
matter too delicately. If war be the result of the proposed proceeding what then ? How 
many of our wars—how many wars of the oivilized world, have had so good a Justiricatioii as 
a war upon China by great Britain would have? Passing over remoter numerous illustrnlious 
svhich history affords us, have we not seen two great nations, America and France, on the eve 
of a war on account of a few harsh words in a Presidents* message to congre.ss ! and }'et, 
when a British subject bearing the King’s commission is worried to death, as lord Napier 
was, after a pledge of safe conduct, to say nothing of previous insults, which some attempt 
excuse, we must not demand redress forsooth!—WhjP? Because an abstract principle for¬ 
bids us—or because, perchance, the trade may be interrupted ! ! The answer is that he tree 
way to secure it permanently against interruption, is to bring these haughty, conceited, 
impotent Chinese to a sense of justice, by convincing them that we have the powei to exact 
it when denied, and the will to exert that power. 

Assuming then, that an Ambasaador so supported and instructed be sent to Pekin, 
we have to consider what are the propositions he should submit to the imperial cointuf 
China. The dignity ofthe nation would require that the %rst object sliou Id bo redress for 
the insults offered to Lord Napier, the public degradation of every officer concerned in 
the brutal treatment of his Lordship, and the publibalion in Canton of an edict announcing 
the Emperor's regret fo^, and disavowal of, those proceedings—and a complete recognition 
of the equality of His Britannic Majesty. As a corollary to this proposition would follow, 
pf course, the demand that a successor to liis Lordship be received with due honour, and 
that as a guarantee for his respectful treatment, as well as'forthe protection of the trade, 
His Majesty’s ships should have free resort to the port of Canton as well as any other ports 
be hereafter open to the trade. an additional security against mis-uuderstanding and 
in conformity with the practice of oivilized nations, the residence of a British Envoy at 
the Imperial court should be required^^ 

Tliesftpoints conceded, the queslionof arrangement for the trade and the due protection 
a^ eonvUlience of Effitisb subjects engaged in it at Canton, or elsewhere, should be entered 
on; and here again, after the provocations given to us, we ghoald be guilty of supreme folly, 
ancrtficiog the interests alike of the people of China and our own, in bowing implicitly to 
the abytract principle of the right of (be government of that country to make #liat regot 
laUoba they please. We should assert pur power to insist on terms consistent with reason 
kail bot prejudicial to the interests of %bina, on the principle of reciptoeity-^tko more 
b it iB Ven maob less than we are willing to concede. The Ambassador should be instructed 
that all iuBulting terras applied to British subjects, should be banisb^^d for ever 





t 1 

frota ediotx and public dooaments. The, abditioa of Ae ffoagf aad Ae prkHegO''to>4Mir 
subjects of trading consequenl^y with whom they please. Permissiw to reside wberf « 
they please and have their families with them, in the’bity or out of it. The due publica- v. 
lion of an imperial tarill' and that no duties not stipulated therein to be paid by foreign mer¬ 
chants. That the ports of Amoy, Cbusan and Ningpo be again open to the trade/Thatin all 
• Ssasesof crime or alleged criit^e involving tlie penalty of death, British snbjects be tried 
by a tribunal constituted under the authority of the British Superintendent, Resident or . 
Consul at the port, at which tribunal of course the Ciifnese authorities or perssons deputed 
by them, should be permitted^ to iftk questions and watch over the prooeedings^tiie ooBft 
being also perfectly open. These are some of the essential points to be insisted on.* * '' 

or course it is not to be supposed that the Imperial court of China would readily yield 
these claims; but the appearance of aii imposing force in thgir rivers, the remembrance of 
tho Burmnli war, would in all probability induce them to give way ; for in no one instance 
have tliey failed to yield to an appeal to their fears supported by adequate force. But if . 
they should not yield, what then? Why, then, it would be as easy as it would be joslifiable, 
to take possession of one or tuoro of their ports east of Canton,—Amoy, Cbusan or Ningpo, 
or all three where the trade which they could uot prevent would soon And its way. This 
would be a much more elficaoious measure, and quite as justifiable as taking possession of 
ail island on their coast, and not only more efficacious, but infinitely more humane than 
blockading their ports, seizing their coasters, and thus inflicting misery upon the very peo¬ 
ple who have ever been most ready to trade with us in defiance of authority, while the 
Chinese government would be utterly indifferent to such a proceeding. That we could 
easily occupy all these ports in spite of any resistance of the Chinese forces, is beyond dis¬ 
pute, and therefore to have recourse to any measure equally odious in Chinese estimation, 
equally amounting to actual war, would bo absurd and impolitic. * 


Such then seems to ho the policy demanded towards China, by oar present position with 
respect to that couulry, and it only remains to add a suggestion as to the future government 
of our relations with the Imperial court. Great evils have already arisin from the immense 
distance of the executive governmiAt of Great Britain from the country with which we carry 
on so vast a trade. In case of any emergency, the answer to any reference must be so pro¬ 
tracted, as to be ontirq|y loo late to repair aby mischief—to be of any use. Again the exe¬ 
cutive goveiniuent at homo is so Iraq -cntly engaged with questions of Jiome policy ot vital 
iiuportaiice, that months may elapse ere any attention can be paid to a reference, however 
urgent; so slow are tlie moments of the home government, that to this day nothing appears 
to have been done in regard to LorS Napier’s case ; although three years have elapsed since 
his Lordship’s death, and so uninformed (no doubt for want of time to attend to the sub- 
ject) do his Majesty's Ministers appear to be, as to.what is actually the state of affairs in Chi¬ 
na, that one of them lately stated in his plq^e iii Parliament, tliat our Superintendents were 
still in Canton, while the fact is tlyit notone of themAas been there since Lord Napier left 
that place, while all three are maintained in their situations, besides a secretary and inter¬ 
preter, at an euormons cost to the nation, although they cannot, and do rflJt, approach CantonT 
and are totally nnreoognized by theChinese and utterly powerless for tiio purposes fot which 
they were appointed. Had a reference to a nearer authority than that of tho home govern- ’ 
meat been avaiiabio; at least, such a flagrant abuse as this, would have heA prevented; 


U be (^jeeted^bat such a arraagemeat could net ba teconoilod with the priociple of reciprocity, m 
woenottltl never allow a Chioese Court to be established la Great Britain. No, not precisely; but we should 
of mildorjawtaad-f^ltlieir countryiaSn oa tho Juryt advantages fully equal to those wo 
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knd'if il Itaen decided not to demand redress Vorthe past or security for the 
jPuture, the fttiswdUy of keeping up at great cost, appointments, rendered useless by 
tbe'Wnlolence and obstinacy of the Chinese, would have been avoided. The re¬ 
medy for tb'is evil would seem to be, if not to place our relations with China under 
the control of the Supreme government of India, at least to give that Government 
a discretionary power of interference whenever our authorities in China shonld deem an*^ 
appeal to it necessary. The advantages of snoh an arrangement are too obvious to need 
being stated in detail, and the authority wbich presides over the destinies of luiliionsof 
our fellow-subjects, with powers ample beyond '^exampte irj the British dominions, may 
surely be safely entrusted to respond to any appeal of His Majesty’s Ambassador or Su- 
periatpndents- in China, for mediation or aid to resist encroachment and protect 
British rights in that quarter. 


POSTSCRIPT.—dfarcil 1837. 


The publication of the foregoing remarks having been so long unavoidably delayed 
by the publishers, I deem it necessary to add a few lines, adverting to what has .since occur¬ 
red relative to China. Minister^ have, it would seem, resolved on passing over suft ji7cn(to 
the case of Lord Napier, and of thus placing the British nation in a most humiliating 
posture in reference to China. They have appointed as Chief Superintendent, Captain 
Elliott, of the Navy, a gentleman who bears a very high character both for woith and talent, 
und whose good qualities, indeed, have won for him the esteem and regard of all who have 
the honour and happinesr to know him. From all I can learn, however, of his instruc’ 
tions, it would seem that ho is required to submit to the very conditions with which Lord 
Napier refused to comply! It has been stated that Captain Elliot had been in negotiation 
with the Hong Merchants, and 1 infer from the latest accounts, that he was awaiting at 
Macao, the result of a Petition to Pekin, to permit him to proceed to Canton. Since 
be has thus duly humbled himself, the Imperial court svill most probably think proper 
to overlook the circumstance of his having acted under Lord Napier and allow him to 
proceed to the “Provincial cityi” but I am firmly persuaded, that in a situation so undig¬ 
nified, he will be utterly powerless there, to protect British interelits or to answer any 
purpose of his appointment; unless it be that of arresting refractory seamen and sending 
them on board their ships—a bnsincss for which it is surely not worth while to em|iloy 
two Superintendents and a Secretary on high salaries. , If I am not mistaken, Captain 
Elliott is, and has been all along, of a dilTercnt opinion ; he thinks that Lord Napier should 
have submitted to the conditions of the Chinese; and hence I regard bis„appoiatment as 
an unequivocal manifestation of “ilfe determination of Ministry to adopt towards China a 
policy which seems to me discreditable to the nation and calculated to defeat the object they 
have in view. Already 1 think we maj trace in the recent accounts from Ch ina, indications 
^ a design on the part of the Chinese to presume upon this mistaken forbearance, which 
£b«y will ascribe to weakness and pusillanimity, and as the trade and the number of British 
;^resid(!nts in Canton increase, our relations with the celestial empire will become more 
-eomplleated ^nd difficult to manage, and the foreigners be compelled to submit to new 
'inabilities an'd exactions, against which Superintendents with a mere shadow of authority, 
Md without any influeno like that which the Company’s servants derived from being the 
^'l^apeasera of an enormous sum in trade* will in vain remonstrate. S^oh are my views nf 
coBsequeocea likely to flouefrom the policy of lubmilsion and hamUiation; mail mom* 
Mragp*. V '' ■ 
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SUGGESTIONS TO TRAVELLERS VIA EGYPT TO ENGLAND. 


To THP. Editor uir thr Bbnqal Hukkarit. 

Sir, —As the route between England and 
India by Egypt, is now becoming more general 
than it was, perhaps I can say a few words 
upon the subject, which may prove of some 
use to future travellers. 

I shall follow my own route, and suppose the 
traveller safely arrived at Alexandria. The 
fiist Egyptiaos who will present themselves 
10 his view on landing, indeed before he is 
fairly landed, area number of ragged urohins, 
shoving miserable donkies into the water to¬ 
wards your boat, displaying their whole know* 
ledge of our language in bawling oiit,*“ very 
goitd jackass, very' fine jackass.” Upon one 
of these said very fine animals, I recommend 
him to take a seat, as there is no other mode 
of conveyance (unless he prefers walking 
through the dusty .streets) and proceeding im¬ 
mediately to the oonsiH, Mr. Sloane, who is 
very obliging and polite, and will give the aid 
of the English JantiLssary, Selim, to whom I ad¬ 
vise the baggage to be made over: he will have 
it passed through (i. e. by) the oustSin house, 
and carried to the inn, aV a most reasonable 
charge. 1 paid him for mine, one dollar. 
There is a hotel in the middle of the towS, 
kept by an Italian, wliicli is somewhat hot from 
its situation, and another by Mr. ilume, in a 
pleasant enough quarter, though dost exists 
in abundance in ail parts of Alexandria. The 
accoinraodation in Mrs. Hume’s hosise is not 
good, the food worse, and one is absolutely, 
devoured by flies: I have seen the food black 
from them. TheclArges, too,are high,—two and 
a half dollors, or live rnpees a day. per head, 
for food and lodging,—wine dnd beer extigi. 
Little need bo said of Alexandria; there are 
only.two streets that can be so called, in the 
modern town. The remains of the ancient city 
consisiof vast mounds of rubbish; and frag¬ 
ments of walls are visible to the depth of thirty 
feat,%MM people have been digginglor bricks 
andwton'es, I- shptild think, there was great 
loppa 1?^ antifnariaw researches in Albxaod- 
> 3 r diggi^ deep enough. The French 
odRSul Mhusieor Slimaot, about a year ago, 
djapjli^erea^'h ^ea| J^asure, the originaL in 
of lHt*,^ai;wJok;.va8e: jbe fcwwd it in 
aMapU niene under ground, "edmpletely built 
u^habti.dk|ind mortar, and filled with fine 


sand, in wliiolfsthe vase was bedded. It was in 
good pre.<«ervatioo, looking as if it bad just 
come from the artist's bands. He deseirbed 
the niche as resembling a small oven built up, 
like one of those places in which the natives 
of India, (0 this-day, bury their treasure. This 
exquisite specimen of Oreek art, along wi^ 
a very valuable collcctioo of cariosities, was 
to be sent to France. 

' From Alexandria the traveller goes by the 
canal to Atfee, on the hank of the Nile. Tb« 
canal, at present, is separated from the river 
by an embankment, to prevent its being chok¬ 
ed by the mud and sand of the Nile, which 
would otherwise rush into it, so one must 
move into another boat in order to proceed up 
the Nile to Cairo. 1 was just twenty-four 
lionrs from Alexandria to Atfee, where I Itad 
a note to ao Italian employ^, styled liliistris- 
simo, who spoke a little English, which he 
immediately pat into practice, by asking me 
if i had brought iny “ woman” with me. I 
started next morning and arrived at Cairo on 
the third day, though we did not sail at night. 
These boats are not unlike beauleas, having 
little cabins, but so low that one cannot stand 
upright in them; indeed, inmany of them it is 
not possible to sit in a chair. They have gene¬ 
rally two masts, soiiietbnos three, furnished 
with immense lateen sails, and sail beaulifuly. 
As in India, they are sometimes tracked up the 
stream: hut, alas! the dirt and vermin in thetp, 
are beyond description; even sinking the boat 
.does not always dislodge the enemy; and the 
Watmen too are covered with them,' as their 
blue sliii'ts^w never washed and their bodies 
very rarely. The dress of fhb boatmeq’’ con¬ 
sists of a coane iilue shirt wfth irameitse wide 
8leeve.<>«whieh are kept out of the way ;by -a 
string lound the shoulders'; but whenever 
there is any particular ijnrk to do, they olavife 
off with one band tbi* smitary gnTment, dtid, 
without hositatiom appear a state of primi¬ 
tive simpiieity. Fine, stpirdy, pdworfiil fei-, 
lows they arO, althodi^ ^ey Hwe' upon the 
most poor and scanty fare« an^ nfter seeing 
them, one does not think Mioimel Angelo’s 
signs^x^ggerateri. dometimes, by wayqfn^ . 
tlrOy inode a waistband- of reeds, or gf^^^ 
thp slfnder branOb of a tree, artffir>^e fasbW' 
of Uij^ses, as described in the Odysaey^.ap^ar* 
iag before the princess. 
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--.jarlriCticniis Bdolafc, which 
imtp.^a^nrh of new Cairo, though 

__J&^Acenl about two and a half miles 

fwiil Uie-«te «f the city; Here the *ei vices 
oyma''EneU^' Jlanissary must again ho P™t i" 
rM^aiiioa.^o pass tlio baggage through the 
mi8i|}n!i house, alsotoobliiiu penniswon ror any 

a ilk ^1* o-ow lo p3$is iOj ^sno fc'uiHic Rni* 

ftJ 4 .iu*o p'ormiiled to enter Ui© city wiiwMl 
alnafS, ppon pretence that they may h^ k,iH^d 
jeaion, and thereby endanger Uio healt||i 
the Paaha’fl liege snbjeots. Of couise the pass I 
■honey phtd on such occasions, lias no inHu- 
eBbtfin" chnaing'tWs sage Hygelan enaotment. 
My goat was detairted three days, and a friend 
of iBind.‘lt)st*'hla'altogether. In leaving the 
oitj the Animal was put under charge ofa Ja- 
nupary, and went out, under the shadow of his 
proteetion, wUhoutany questions being asked. 
After themisscrable villages in fiygpt and on 
the Arabian Coast, no wonder the natives talk 
la raptures of Grand Cairo ; but to those who 
fiave seen Europe or India, it appears 


wretched place. The Streets, or rather lanes, 
are very Biirr^HV, like those at Benares, (with 
the exception of one or two) unpaved, throng¬ 
ed w'ith camels, donkics and w'^cr carriers. 
Tbesiiopsare little, open, raised fnaoes,exactly 
liice those in India, and in many of the baxars, 
planks or mats arc laid across from roof to roof, 

! b shade from the sun tlio street below. The 
louses have a dismal appearnoeus glazed win 
dovraare not in general use, but wooden shut 
lers pierced in tlillerent patterns admit light 
and air. The roofs arc flat and covered with 
mud,.so when rain fails, of which there is a little, 
there or four times in tbeyenr,about November, 
tjiey are perfect sieves. It is said, tliat since 
the Pasha planted tiees in bis gardens, and 
about the town, vain falls more frequently than 
fonuerty. The population is most motley,— 
T'lirks, who are fair as English,—Arabs who are 
dark as Hindoostaiiees,—and Copts who are of 
a oompiexion between the two. The former tvear 
immense baggy trowsers with tight legginii, 
and wai.slooats and jackets very much like onr 
town, with the universal turhoosh or plain red 
felt cap with blue ta-ssel. The Arabs of the 
lower class wear blue or brown shirts with a 
coarse turboosh, or a bit of dirty cloth by war 
of turban; the better class, a sleeveless silk 
velisse flying open, with either the red cap or 
a striped -bandkcieliief tied untjer the chin. 
The Coptsare distinguished by their black tar- 
bans. All the females, even to beggars, have 
a'veil,tbatis, a long strip of cloth 
down like an elephant's proboscis, which per- 
miitiiof the eyes only being seen; they also weai 
akiddof shirt andlsheet thrown over them: 
dlU<mgBtthe higher orders, the latter is made of 
irnnpirally black,andthe veil ofwhitewith 

g ly wide trowsers and yellow morooeo 
led up at the points with yellow slip- 
tbera. . In this garb they appear out 
either on foot, or riding astride 
ies : thbw of cohse^oenee Wh a 
boprlilf a *««<*• Jf'“If*. 

.mem to clear the way. The po 

^Siifetion of Egypt, who are not Ch^sBans oi 
.hTurks, are indiserfatinatciy called Arabs. It ts 


worth while (o visit tile citadel, fi-am whiah 
there is a most commanding view of Uie city, 
the tombs of the Callplis, the Desert and Pyrar 
olds, and except the liiilo green in the direc¬ 
tion of tlie Pasha’s gardens, alt appears arid 
and-desolate. The deep well, in the cuailel* 
sunk io the rock, with its winding gallery 
to dhMcend by, is a remarkable object, and its* 
.construction is attributed by tbe Egyptians to 
the Patriarch Joseph, though most probably 
the work of the famous Saladen of crusado 
laeroory, wkose proper name was also Jo.sepli. 

Ttffe.Pyramid.sbrc about five or si x miles from 
Cairo ; on the way to them one must go through 
old Cairo, then cross the river and pass 

over some oultivaiod country, which extends 
to the foot of the strong ridge on which they 
are situated. I wa.s dlsappoiincd in them. The 
best view of the Pyramids is frotutlic river be- 
low Cairo, wlieie lh©ir and llie 

bgng concealed by the intervening trees ajid 
laiiesciipe, they have an appearance of height, 
which they do not actually possess; fanny 
tracing their outlines down to the level coun¬ 
try. 

I lodged with an English widow, Mrs. Va- 
silikeo, a perfect Cockney, whose long sojoiiin 
in this land of dust and Hies, had in no way di- 
uiini.shed her truly English tastes for cleanli¬ 
ness and order, for I witnessed the pbeoome- 
non, which it is in this country, of her ilaily 
sornhbing and washing tbe stone floors of her 
house. The poor old lady’s lecollections of 
home must, however, have become soiiiewhat 
faded by long absence, for she told me she 
was very partial to her house, because it was 
so cottagelike. Her cottage was « pal- 
roofed, sombre place, with ••mml) latticed 
Windows, in the wide.st part of the widest 
street in Cairo, about 20 feet across, not a 
bush or teee near, and, altogether, as un¬ 
like as possible to an English cottage. Of 
course 1 expatiated upon its rural qualities at 
wLieh her eyes briglilened, and next morning 
her darling abode was'.scrubbed and washed 
with more assiduity than ever. I was ex|)iess- 
ing tu her what I Uiought of EgyP' -'* capital, 
and launching oat upon its melsMicholy look, 
when she ;^aid, “why, sir, so 1 once Uiouglit, 
for when t first came here with my poor hiis- 
band, I did nothing but cry and ask him why 
he had brought me to .such a.dust bole. No¬ 
thing can be more true or graphic than Mus. 
Vasilikee’s description of this famous city. 


We left Cairo on tbe 20th of June 1830, and 
reached T’liebes on the 27th, having had al 
the way strong northerly winds, whtBb prevail 
at that season, and sailing day and n'ISht. 
The course of the NHe is between hills, whioh 
apoeartoDOof sandstone. 'Woso on the oast 

side aiegonerallynearthe river, in someplaoes 

dose to Uieodgoi on tb# west side they afe 
generally at the dig|aaoo of some,miles; and 
ail the intermediate Hands,W ouUIyated* 

I consi^^prthe grottoes 

the east bank, sixteen miles above wn^h. 

as very Interesting; they are; 

the liiil, fff whioh there are nairroeta all ojsei 
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BjitypL The largest one at Beni ffASaao in 
eXoeedingfjr onrions, from its pafntlitft thv 
trniles and amusements of the Eir 3 R»llKi>s three 
thousand-five huiidred Tears Bg«. There are 
no frees or cultivated land neart'-^othinphuf 
hiire'sandstone hilis. 

The ^reat temple at Dendera, when f visit¬ 
ed it, was in an almost perfeoj^atate, only re¬ 
quiring (he.sand to be cleared away to !»hew 
it entire, and in all its proportions; but tbe 
Pasha had just then commenced pulling down 
the gateway before it and t1i| temple itself, 
for the sake of the line large*aut stones, Ind, 
ere long, this line monument of antiquity may 
eease to exist, tiirongh this man's barbarism. 

At Thebes, tbe ruins are scattered over an 
immense extent on both sides of the river, and 
are, indeed, magnilicient and wonderful. The 
French Government has built a few rnom.s 
over one of the temples at Luxor, which by 
obtaining tbe consiii’s permission, any tra¬ 
veller can occupy; we did so. Luxor and 
Carnao, ni<e on the eastern .side of the Nile, and 
Medinct Habor, and tbe tombs,on the western. 

From wliat I had read and heard of the Egyp¬ 
tian architeeliire, T had formed an idea that 
it was a sort of dumpy monstrositv, a black 
dwarf to tbe rest of its kind; but I wa.s mo.st 
agreeably disappointed. The beautiful pro¬ 
portions of the entum'is, their mniestic height 
and sine, excited admiration. The (Printing 
of some of the roofs was the most exquisite 
thing I ever saw, of t'le richest blue studded 
with yellow stars, the idea and execution alike 
lovely. The noble portals which stand before 
the temples aiul palaces, are far superior to 
any Roman Triumphal arch ; in fact, no com¬ 
parison can be made. The tombs of the kings 
arc on the western side of the Nile, fi\e or six 
miles from Luxor, After crossing the river 
and pait of the plain, the path winds amongst 
arid hills through the most desolate scene 
imaginable; not a bird, not a blade ofgras.s, 
not an insect to be seen. The entrance to liie 
tombs is an opening iif the gronnd, and a flight 
of steps, down which one descends to a passage 
with small moms on both sides, and farther 
on, some largo ones, all of them carved and 
painted. The receptacles for the bodies are 
generally immense granite or basalt sareo- 
phage, none of them entire, and some of them 
have been altogether taken away. Thebes, 
evAo deserted and desolate, is a wonderful 

{ daee; and, in its high and palmy state, must 
lave merited Homer's description. * 

Thr- wnrld's Brest emproM on the BBypSan pisin. 

That epresds hor coniiueets o'ror a iiiausaad afatei; 

And pours her heroes through 0 thoassnd gates. 

Two nundred bnruenHin and two hundred can, 

Vroni eaidi wide portal, iuniog to dto wait. 


h-v 


I shall not myself enter into any details re- 
chrdl^ the antiquities; bat transoribe tbe 
folibwiog notel draVn np tor me by a friend 
M .Cairo, aea fiiide qp the Nile, whieh will 
be found interenflOR itod aseful. 

Sr®at of Saccarahj contains a 

ihaw^r WerPglypWcs, 

dtll^^ tB yt^reapetR ftpin all otbei».^be 
'Rretud tottU (now 


the pre-Augustan exiatenee «r-,the 
iiroii, is of the time of FsHnipUcas 
' B« C. 604, ’ - ' . vjfc -, 

Mit Raheny, a^^iarfb'eolossus of Rami^eA' 
3od, the supposed Sesostris, Moonds and in- .- 
distinct remains of Memphss^ On the right 
bank are the 'quaiTies from which a portion of 
the.stones tor the pyramids wet^ drawn, tti 
one'part oxen are represented drawing a hloefe 
plaeed'osi a siedge. A iitUeto thesontb mf' 
theniodern village, is an inollned plaae^ lead- 
log from the quarries to tbA'river. ' 

Tliii-ty-four miles fui-iberto the S., Atfiek, 
mounds of aphroditopolis, but without ruins. 

Left bank, false pyramid (MeiTloam) diffi¬ 
cult of access on account of the eanai. 

0 ■( 

Three miles beyond Peohm, and on the op¬ 
posite side, (right hnn'k)remains of crude brick 
walls, with heiroglyphics on the bricks. 

Right bank, 8 miles N. of Meneijeh, is 
Fehnaii, the ancient Acoris. Greek Ptolemaio 
inscrjption. Tombs out in the rock with 
inscriptions. Roman figures in high relief. 
Quarries on top of.mountain with a tank for 
water. 

Right bank.^ miles beyond Mineijeh.isRoha 
.\h man, some grottoes, and ruins of an old town. 

Nine miles further (right bank) RcnlHassan: 
remarkably interesting grottoes of the liroo 
of Osortixen (about B. C. 1740) in whose reign 
it is calculated that Joseph arrived in Egypt. 
To see them well, the surface must be slightly 
oiled; and the paintings explanatory of the 
trades, amusements, dume.stic arrangements. 
See., of Xhe ancient Egyptians, merit parfien-^ 
lar attention. In the colunma of the best 
grotto we recognize the origin of the Done 
Order. In the entablaluic over the doorway, 
obsei ve that the ends of rafters are scnlptared 
instead of mutules and triglypbs. 

About a mile and a half S.,is another grotto, 
a temple of Pasht, Diibastis, or Diana, the 
Speox Artmidor (date ThothmerDd, 15th Cen¬ 
tury B, C ). The Spcos is known by the 
name of Stable Antar. Near it are deposit¬ 
ed cat mummies. 

Right bank, atShekh Abadeh, are a few re¬ 
mains of Antinoe, built by Adrian. The Prin¬ 
cipal streets may he traced, as well as the 
hippodronie,,towards the east, outside of the 
wails. Gilhttacs in rock, &c. 

This “whole district has been famous for 
thievesy from the time of Bruoe to the pieseirt 
day. 

Right bank. ErRashch, grotto in tlie mouiiw 
tain, with a statue represented on a sledge. 

The rains of Hertnopoiis AC. Ashmonnayn 
have been destroyed. , 

The Pasha's sugar factory ht E'Boantodn 
merits ji visit. 

Left bank. Ibayda, at qorner of mount^n, 
orude brick , walls, and some grottoes, not 
remarkable. * , " 

After Shekh" Said, tbe mountains ga^ io 
the eastward, leaving tbe riyer. A Httle 
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U TU el AfOMua, to tbe S. of ^t'liiolt are 
tlie riiim of an ^aneient town, of which only 
remain. WlltcinsoB Mip* 
pOWi to be Afabaatron, but perhaps 

.^>^ltbp 9 |'|p|p^t reason. < 

are grottoes in tbe mowntain 
wuriaue sculpture, and upon the mo«B> 
*iaia is a«.-atabaster qnarry. Tim seo^rtBres 
represent a King and iQueen offering aod 
praying to the sun, which shoots fsrtb rays 
tominating in human bands, one of wfafob 
g:lTeB^tbe'lemblem of life to the King. Pro. 
'oession of soldiers, &o. . 

; - 8i«in{testeforeMatifatbat,atel Hareib, are 
rafiishf an old town in a rarine, in which are 
dbg and cat manmies. 

^ear Maabdeh, opposite lifaafaioat, are 
'ei;^p;dKI« toiimmy pits, diflicult, of access and 
dangeroits. 


E’ffiottt, tbe capital of the Said, and stand 
ing On the site ofLycopolis, merits a visit. 
The gardens are eelebrated. Visit tbe grot¬ 
toes in tbesMiantatn, ifitoniy be to enjoy the 
Vsaatiful view, ;nbioh is perhaps unequalled 
in,Egypt. "Tbeknamraies.of the wolf are bcca- 
sionaliy fbvnd. * 

T^heremalps of the splendid temple of An- 
iaopbils havb been sapped and carried away 
by' the Btreadr. A few stbnes only serve to 
fbintout its site atGau (right bank.) 

Right bank, Sbekh Eredi, where a Moslem 
Satot, transformed into the form of a serpent 
still forms very wonderful cures upon those 
who ean pay. Sodie smailgrottoes on the left 
bank. To tbe west of Loohag, near ihe corner 
of the mountain, are remains of Athrihi. In¬ 
scription in stone, in ruined temple. Grottoes 
shevouatain in. 

To the Wient of this is the white monastery, 
Reira how Seh woodee. It has very mneh the 
appearance of an Egyptian temple, having 
Cofnieeand tomb, and is supposed to have 
been founded by the impress Helena. Eike 
the other Deirs, it is inhabited by Christian 
jmasaots. 

t ftigtli bank. At Schtoin, nearly opposite 
lAMtog, are remains wf Paaopolis. A large 
suainof stone, eontains a greek inseriptioa of] 
'thriniapthdf Pea. « « ■ 

Leik hink*. iine^e, 9 miles beyond Ekh- 
saia, ^eatains of aatoae quarry. , Ptpletaais 
Tlanmu - ^ v .. 

;1ttfaanfc. ABl<b^,il arabat dt matfooii, 
hours ride frpm Hirgtih, and two hours 
EelJiaaeh. Take dbnkics «t Gjrgeh and 
1 on to Bidlianeb'. When laetat 
entertained for tbe nighty it the; 

, aetih. or horth’-ivest of the vil- 
. m^tremarkabte'mhnnmCi^ia'il'hht 
imcMdemisibed as a “ HemDanldni^' a;! 
,iq;tj[i|hir.hddlding, consisting.-of spantot 
' a<^i|r«s or ardades, leaAng, he seyst to 
Bow-C9tlto«aled. The areheaare asf ma¬ 


lt is this oii^utBstanoe w.bioh has, -in a great 
measare, given rise to thO-eircpr, as to tbe acoli 
not having e^kitod previotui to the Aagustaa 
era.. The bniM^ wps hegqn by Osiriea, the 
father-ofSesostds> niHi..ffnished by his. eom 

Toihe north of tbe Meantonium, is t!ie smalt 
temple of Osiris, buiit^ or at least finished,-by 
Rfimeses Sd, and remackable for bsvingbaC 
a lanctuary made of aiahaetor^ and foredii- 
taining the fanions tablet of Uie kings, which, 
next to the Basetta stone, has been of tire 
greptest assistance to the stodsnts of hiero¬ 
glyphics. Tbe ‘Necropolis has been robbed to 
form the collections of Salt, Droaelti and 
others. 

Right bank. How, Diospelis-parva—«fewre¬ 
mains—-vestiges of a temple of late date, and 
about a mile and a half to the sooth, other 
mounds- 




Left bank. Dendera (Tentyris) opposite 
Gcnneh, Tbe prinoipai temple was eouserwat- 
ed to Haibor, the Egyptian Venus, and not to 
Isis. The most interesting as well as most 
ancient sculptures are outside, at the weslcrn 
extremity, where we see Cleopatra and her 
son Casosion, The seulptuiea above are of 
tbe lime of Augustus, as are th(»»e of the la¬ 
teral wails of the Naos. The Prouaos presents 
the portraits and names of Caius, Claudius 
and Nero as well as Tiberius, by whom it 
was cohstructed. The Pylon, leading to the 
temple, is (or was) of the time of Domi- 
tian and Trajan. The Peripteral temple to 
the right, is the Typhoniuni, and imme¬ 
diately behind the great temple, is a small one 
consecrated to Isis. The Pylon towards the 
south, is connected with tbe latter, and was 
raised in the reign of Augustus. The walls 
of the town, and a second wall for the sacred 
edifices, may be traced, and there aie, I be¬ 
lieve, 8om6 tombs in the mountain behind the 
town, that.have not been properly explored. ’ 

'Right bank. Quoph, tbe ancient Coptas— 
ruins of town and temple—small Roman- 
Egyptian temple, in the village of El Qalah, 
towards the north forming once a part of 
Goptas. Qoos, Apoiioopolis-parva. No more 
remains left, but a Monolith converted into a 
tank, and to the north of the town is a well. 

Thebes, DwtpolifWtgm, oh the East wide, 
oonsisUng of Karnak and “ihuxor: the Ay- 
Mm Suivrb on tbe West bqnk, eonsistiug 
ofeGormah, Medinet, Habor, «c. the tomw 
of tire Kutgs and those of tbe Qheens, lee. 

Karkak. At least -fifteen oeaturies com¬ 
bined to reise tbe great ieibpl«» the diffs»nt 
ages the verirtos portieas' ot tbe ^ifice 
being disllootly tineehhiei fibm tbe time of 
Oionildi tst,|R. C.17«) to the Potoienies. 
Oh-apprdftemvg tbe greatobi- 
serve the holes (eteiost lUce nFftslohiri^ and by 
,8omcd<^«ribhd»a^och) ISsr.ff*tof tbe-^iw 
^luts, *s sStsft as^^eceflM‘iislew, in :Mdi«eb 
they were nlRiited. After tookihif at tbe-gi^t 
bail of eototeiis, and tbe^ebelii^s, RO|iue 
particoiarly tbe granite ,eaitetascy, wh|eb ^ 


^aic^ bnt OM offtnflM’geisRssesofstoae, and a.rMtota^n'Of ene dtotroy^ by tbe vetai;- 
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Kfls. was Eftised by Alexaiid6r« co&^Ii> 
ance with a vow of Philip. Oo'tllo $atuiitont 
wall that encloseaand protects th|«Mtaetnary, 
olisenre (north watt) a very oiitioaa and ricir 
offerings, in which a Pharoah preitMla to the 
fempjtet ohetishs, dag'masts, gold and aiiver, 
&c. The nnmbers are plaopd beneath the of> 
‘^(pjiafa. The aculptores. deserve pariienlar 
attention. . Those pn the outside of the sooth* 
era wall relate to the oonqoests of, Shisliak, 
who plundered the temple of Jerasatem. The 
name of the place (Joudamallah)ais legible 
Otf) a cartouche,—one of thirty ied oaptivesjhe* 
fore the gods of Thebes. 

The whole north wall is covered with histo¬ 
rical sculptures, alt of which were originally 
painted, representing the conquests of Osi- 
rien, the father of Sesostris. Some little at¬ 
tention IS required to see them well. One 
giuiipe is more curious than the rest: the 
king has caught his adversary with bis bow¬ 
string and is decapitating him. Notice the tri- 
nraplial return to Thebes, and remark the 
Nile (disliiigiiisliod by crocodiles) with a 
bridge thrown across it. 

To the south of the great temple is a tank, 
tlien come several immense propylaa, part of 
ao avenue of Sphinxe.s, and lastly some re¬ 
mains of a considerable temple which was 
surrounded by a lake. 

To the north are other remains with w hand¬ 
some propyion of Ptolemaic date, atid an 
avenue of Sphinxes. 

The temple, second in importance at Kar- 
nak, is of the Pharoanio peiind, but approach¬ 
ed by a pylon of Ptolemaic date, at the extre¬ 
mity of the great avenue of Sphinxes leading 
to Luxar. On the right of the first or hypoe- 
theral court, notice a sotilptnre illustrating 
the manner in which the fiag-matts were rais¬ 
ed before the temples. Adjoining this tem¬ 
ple, and on its west side, is a small temple of 
Opb, in which travellers sometimes lodge. , 

From Karnak to LuiAir, it is easy to trace 
the lines of Sphinxes, which connected th,' 
palace of the latter with the temples of the 
former. 

Luxar, with the exception of the Jknotuary, 
is entirely Pharoanic, having been founded 
by Amanoph 3d,Jn the 16th century B. C., 
and finished by Remeses 2d, in the 14th cen¬ 
tury B. C. The granite saactuary, like that 
of Karnak, is a restoration, and of the same 
age. In one of the halls, approachable from 
the river side, observe a curious set of aoulp- 
tures, relative to the birth of tha founder of 
the paiaoe. His mother, the lupeot u seated 
on the stool of acoouebemeutt surrofiiided by 
odd wives and divipe genii. The latter pre¬ 
sent hhB. the embieai of life. A little further 
on, theinltdtbtajHremnted to. and careseeil by 
Anunwi igndtTbolh, the god of lei^s,. is, 
closing for. him |»itt#repamen, “ saqr lOrd'’ b| 
jittetieeAnd of tcntli/' , v, 

Td eeb the intereette^soalptai^ the 

greet fropyloj^.'ft -hi AeeeMHir|r Mr visit.tbe pa^- , 
raeelfad earijrhodr. They irelateur the oeo-, 


quests of Resiieses 3d, hnt .mueb aUeillttdiii$ 
required to make out their details. In' ihe. ' 
miust of the fortified oamp is a lion, the 
pahioo of Sesostrit in warj bat it is probably . 
that you will not be able to distinguish it. 

Tb' bee the tunibs of tha 
kings, one night idtOttld'befihiBed |ii the valley 
of Biban tr) -MfelOoltl bpt the ewtraoee Of ene 
(d’ the excavalinns aiferd* euHoient ae'epin- 
ntodatioA. That of Beladnt^ i| ►usnaliy' "idei* 
ferred. " '' '' 

Bcleoni's tomb (thiai of Osirten, ^hosef con^ 
quests are depicted on the north idde of the 
great temple of Karnak) is the most magniti- 
cient: next to that, the tomb of Remeses 3d, 
is the most interesting. It is near an angle 
of the rook, and will be readily dfsliiigiiished 
by the recesses on either side of the principal 
shaft. The.se little cabinets ebnlafn some ex¬ 
ceedingly curiou.s sculptures or paintings, 
and, it is from one of them, that Bruce drew 
his harp scene. 

Tlus tombs of the Queens are id a separate 
valley to the west, of Medeenet Het^r. 

At Ooorneli (old Ooorneh) is the paiaoe of 
Osirien 1st. In the Aposiet are some remains 
of a very ancient temple, of which a portion 
is cut in the rock -an arch (not masonic) very 
similar to those of Ahvdus. Between the 
Aposiet and the Memnonium are many tombs 
deserving atleation. 

The Memnonium (now perhaps more pro¬ 
perly called the Reiyeseion, i. e. “Remeses- 
cion” the “ house of Rcme.ses'') is of the most 
uniform and elegant of Egyptian structures. 
Pay particular attention to all the bat¬ 
tle scences, to the immense statue of Ra¬ 
ineses 2nd, supposed to have weighed near¬ 
ly a thousand tons, to the circumstance of the 
h.-ises of the columns of the hypostyle being 
made seats—to a very remarkable, sculpture 
at the west extremity of hall—to the pri¬ 

vate apartments which follow—the Pharoah 
seated in the sacred Pors*a—the next apart¬ 
ment supposed to be flie library—traces of 
gilding on the doorways, &o. 

The Colom in the Plain. Of these the nor¬ 
thern one is the vocal statue of the ancieots* 

It is of Amunoph 3d, the founder of Luxor, 
who reigned in the Idtb century B C. WH- 
kinson dissevered the means of deception: 
a stone which when struck, produces-a sound 
.similar to that described by Strabo and Pau- 
sanias, is still to be found in the lap. The 
other statue bears the same oartouebes, adfi 
both are eupposed by SFilkinson to bavr* 
s|ood at the commeneemeot of a dromio qr 
avenue of Sphinxes rnontUg nearly twelve 
iundred feet, towards an indistinct msM of 
bttildiagB now called Kom el Hattan. Chani- 
pallioB aud spine arokiteets, Isuppose that 
bey stogd before a propyion. 

'MdSeenet Hahor. A temple-palace, a pHvate 
palace or Hare^. and a temple. The (itireia 
a very inteyei^ngS, but partly destroyed. ' At 
Bonsists principally'of a pavillion ia .ad'yhimu: 
f the palaee, andin it are some curiotis 
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«ino»K tHe king is represented 

pteying oiMM ,pith his ladies. A ladder is 
'■«»eesBry,^ • 

t.'^W lS^^jt^ple-palsGe is ramarkabie not 
^‘If^ta-itri^iteotare, but for the souTplares 
the eovqiiestB of Remeses 3d, 
13th eentury IS. C.) These we par* 
^e!«ta% rphtarkahle ia the njpoethral eonrt^ 
^ere thefe^s exhibited in the northern side, 
A magniRefent pageant^ the ooronatiaa of 4ite 
CStaraoh. The whole exterior of the northern 
■ijde of bidlding is covered with battle soenes. 
dtmoAg^e hwi^eir hands poured ont before 
’’l^e donqaeToVare Lwm' paw*. There are also 
Iriutpl of PttflUa. 

'^fijgreat lake, for the ceremonies of the 
4 o,A( 1 hippodrpme of the French savans) 
^(t he best distinguished from the top of the 
pavallitin on Harem. There are .several 
oj^her ronains, and tombs without number. 

There Is no trace, whatever, of a wall of 
direumvalation, though the crude brick enelo* 
Sfms.of the temples^ still remain. • 

- Thn dlstaneo from Thebes to Kossetr is about 
on# hundred and ten miles, which juarae.y we 
perforsned in six marches. T^e road looks 
Hite' a river of sand winding between 
.bare rooky hills, which come down abruptly 
into it.' The sand is intermixed U'itli small 
•tones, which make it hard and firm. A bug* 

K jnay be driven the whole Vay. The trip may 
performed on camels, donkies, or horses; 
l^vihe ttyo latter are not prociirahle either at 
nei^aor Kossier: of camels there ore plenty. 
A email tout is requisite, and if the traveller 
has not a tent-piteher, he must pitch it himself, 
da 1 did, for the Arabs know nothing about the 
matton. Water from the Nile is requisite, for 
that in thedesert is bad, and at Kossier, worse. 

"At ROssler, English travellers go to the 
j^touteof qur Agent, who Is a tolerably decent 
- '•iHt of a ptilO, in his way, far superior to any 
iH'ilia others; both for honesty and civility : his 
fathei’, at Genneh, is a sad old rogne. Buga- 
It^aro prbcurahlc eilAiOr toJamho or Jedda, 
and sometimes to Mocha; the Reis however, 
fives nothing but fire and water. The cabins 
4 ef these boats are comfortable in one respect, 
^tkey-are freefrom vermin ; some of them you 
iOin Avonatand uprigiri in, and they sail well. 
:.^il^bpaDd Jedda excel lent water is pro* 
'jNMweii’^niooe cannot calculate •.upon other 
Anppiids than riee, floor, and a few fowls. 
’Passages, in good vessels, are always procur- 
'aidei|Aj 0 dda, from March to July, bitber to 
AiHimH|n>r Calcutta.' 

frequently been ask4^,.if I found jit 
' .'Okj^nsive coming from Rngland to India 
>f. Now, saying ills, Or ft is not so, 
itinot answer to the-duestion, as ideas 
“■‘^vlry t 'bot, by telling the number 
how we travelled, what fare we 
ht^,' ji^CA^e was oeoupied in the trip, end 
-Hi'e 'a^tmTW ppnnds, shilH«|^. and p.enee 
' '«pentf« ddliftildifdM'.inay be upon the 

Isnbjeet;' f «|fi01'tiierbfore detail myAxpeases 
oiilAhq Ipamey*', An i bad been tn^t^ibg on 
the edniioint fay a year before 1 eaniielo Aifex* 


andria, I nvist commence ftbm that place, 
merely premising that Cktvetnment Steamers 
start from falmouth the 3d of every month, 
Cor Malta, where another is ready to proceed 
imiHfuitately on to Egypt. The whole passage 
from Palmoiith to Alexandria via Mana, will 
take abont 20 or 22 days, and costs 40 £ each* 
From Malta to Alexitndria it eostslO Eand« 
f of the eura for a female servant. 

Oor party consisted of my wife, a child not 
a year old, a female servant, and myself. At 
Aiexandrifl I hired two Arab servants, one, 
whd underatoo(l next thing to nothing, for 6 
dollars a month as cook, and as kh^nsama; the 
other, who spoke a little Italian, and who was 
considered one of the choicest servants of 
Cairo, (but in truth a laey rascn])'fQr 25 dol¬ 
lars the trip to Jedda: both were fed by me, 
the Mussulnien there having no silly Indian 
ideR.< of caste, but eating after their masters 
without scruple, unless pork should be one of 
the dishes. I arrived at Alexandria without 
any thing except my clothes, and had, conse¬ 
quently, to supply myself with a few cooking 
utensils, plates, wine, beer, &c. from an Eng¬ 
lish shop, of couriie, paying very dear for the 
same. Accounts are kept in piastres—40 
para.s=l pia.stre, 20 piastres=l Austrian dol¬ 
lar; I piastre is worth about 2id. English, I 
rtollar=4 sliilling.s, 6 dollar 8 =l sovereign. 
For pots, pan.s, wine, &.c. at Alexandria, paid 
1,552 .piastres, Mr, Hninc's hill for lodging 
and living furO days, 1,192 piastres, 12 paras. 

Boat-hire to Atf^, 40 piastres. 

Ditto from Afid to Cairo, 100 
piastres. 

Paid Mrs. Vasilkee for lodg¬ 
ing and living at Cairo, for 12 
Arrived at Al- days, 620 piastres, 
enndria on Boat from Cairo to Thebes 

(POin Ol IwIRya AUVA * A 

I836.andateom’ , r 

bay oothe 4 th of Hire of 10 camels from The« 
September, be- bes to Kossier, 340 piastres, 
ing aperiod ofS 3 for beds, 400 piastres. 

dav“*^* Awtae P"S8«ge from Kossier to Jed- 

wbic’h time we bO® piastres. 

spent 13,040 pi- Ditto from Jedda to Mocha, 

astres, i. e. 620 1,050 piastres. 

dollars or 1,^ Ditto from Mocha to Bom- 

mclTto •‘fy* ‘neJuding living, 2,000 

/VI—.,.. 1 - .11 piastres. 

Expenses throughont Egypt, 
of servants, ffiod, wR.shing, &c. 
also supplies on ship board, 
till we came to Mocha,' 4,375 
piastres, 28 paras. 



CalruUa in all 
2,304 rupees. 


Livnig and expenses at Bombay for a fort¬ 
night, 300 rupees. 

Passage to Calcutta, 700 rupees. In calcula¬ 
ting expenses, U muit be reei^leoted, that the 
hire of thp .eabins of boHits and bugalos, is the 
same for one person as half a'idoxea. 

AtCaire we {edged at.Mrs. YasilikM's and 
bad we doaesoer^ebetdl, owrexpenacn wouM 
have beenjUtercAan doubled,. Here’peupie 
oughS b> provide bisouit and either barrels or 
skins fov water, to cross the l|e8ert w.ith.: I 
pr^r th'efonoei;, astbey are cleaner awd. do 
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not Kive.lbe water aliadtaste* 'fon camels 
carried ourselves and liaggage across the de¬ 
sert from 'filches to Kosseir.aach^eraoti ridd¬ 
ing on one, upon a sort of rude«kar{>aee, with 
the sides raised a little to pre^reat one's 
failing out,and iu which we bad toeleepofi the 
inarch, nicely jolted, as the heat of the wea- 
obliged us to travel at night. We staid 
three days at Kosseir, and on our passage to 
Jedda, touched at Jambo. At Jfdda we were 
detained twenty-four miserable days, living 
oil the top of our Agent IHailoonaYoosuff's 
house, in two little apartments that were m4re 
like ovens than any thing else. 1 would ad- 
,yisp travellers to hire a house for themselves, 
if possible ; where they will be infinitely more 
comrortahle, live more in their own way, and, 
not spend more than with Malloom YoosnfT, 
though tliey are his guests. 1 went in a Soo- 
rnt brig, with 150 pilgrims, from Jedda to Mo¬ 
cha: it was one continued scene of praying, 
and llie leader of the hand, a complote dandy, 
totally alisoibed in bis pronunciation of the 
iiuniaa and intonation of voice. From Mocha 
to Bombay we proceeded in an English ves- 

We travelled under every disadvantage, 
and with every discomfort, from the circum¬ 
stance of liaving been so lung absent from 
England, previous to going to Alexandria ; 
but 1 believe the trip may be made bf those 
starting direct from England to India, and 
vice versa, with pci Feet ease and comfort. If 
travellers arrive at Alexandria or Jedda, as 
the case may be, with supplies, wine, beer, 
tea, sugar, cooking utensils, &c. sufficient for 
the WHoiR of their snjourn in Eyffpt, however 
lung it may be, and have a small tent, I can¬ 
not imagine how they can be otherwise than 
porfoctiy conifuitahle. Coarse bread, in the 
shape of flattened rolls, may be had* at every 
village, also vegetables, fowls, and coarse 
rice. Fruit, too, occasionally; melons, figs 
fine water-melons and grapes, which are 
abundant, though nol%>f higli flavour. Be¬ 
sides these, in Arabia, excellent pome¬ 
granates and some poor peaches. All 
these were ripe at the time wo wentthrnugli 
thc -cniintry. To one thing I would particularly 
call the attention of travellers, as the point 
seems not to have been alluded to by an,> 
one tliat 1 ans aware of. On the banks 
of the Nile there arc bnt few places where 
donkies are procurable for hire, and even 
those, are wretched animals; and thecuriolis 
traveller will desire to land ft-equentl) 
and make little excursions, which, if per¬ 
formed on foot, will so tire him as to render 
him incapable of fully enjoying and appre¬ 
ciating the different euriosities eOid places 
worth nothing in his route; I would therefore 
strongly reco0tine04iti3 purchasing at Cairo, 
and carrying in ji boat with him, a good don¬ 
key and saddle ;'the'4ame advice I would offer 
to the voyager oomtBg from India} he can pro- 
core his donki^ or horse at Jedda and earry 
h on with him to Koss^f , For my own part, 
J WonUb newlr think, of. trav«l^i'Ag:4tt Egypt 
wjtbont either a horse or-doak«9i •. 


Having beard ao much of MohtnnmOdi'riy^' 
j«e'»’Guveroment,'l was oui ions to i}ehot(f;tmF 
spectacle of a nation suddenly emerging fromi'' 
ba^ariAHi to ohkilnalieO.. Great was my 0^-. 
oppointiiient to 'find ail these beautiful tales, 
i|tterly untrue. In the firatp-laoe, tbepopulaTr 
tioD is decreasing. None, but the aged, iafinn, ; 
women, and more children are to.j^ seen in 
the villages, ail the grown ap.>inales’'ar:e take^ 
to the wars and their Ojcpenditnim hau| 

beil'a great. With the diintniition of Ikboi-ors, 
of oourso, the cultivation is dunBenaih(^(;,snid 
the laborers are miserably thifti ' I Sjijh Adm* 
hers stark naked pulling tip water in. »kini[ 
and pouring it from stage to stage tMI H was 
conveyed to the top of the bank tor thfi. irri¬ 
gation of the fields. The apparent improved 
state of commerce in Egyp, is a forced state 
of things which cannot last long. Bvbry at- 
licle that is saleable, tlib'I^a'sha seizes at bik 
own price; cotton, sugar, rice, grain and 
cloth, and he has just cominenced doing the 
same with half of the cofft-e bimught to Mo^ 
cha:*tbis passion for being general merehawt 
is the cause of the present war in Arabia. He 
has a large but useiesa navy, and when I men-, 
tion that a great part of his sailors are anno- 
nliy sent up tfie country to cultivate the fields 
during part of the year, it spares me the ne- 
ocssiiy of any farther detail upon'this-sub¬ 
ject. A few schools there are, but the chil¬ 
dren are forced to attend them and are only 
taught a little arithmelic and writing to be 
servants to the Pasha. Illustrative of this, lei 
me relate an anecdote. In returning to Luxor 
from visiting the ruins of Thebes on the west- 
side of the Nile, 1 found that none of tbe don¬ 
key bops were returning across the river with 
me, their places being supplied by giris. I 
asked the reason of the change, when their 
parents told me that an order had just gone 
forih from the Government,.for seizing soma 
scholars, and therefore they were, afraid of 
tiu.sting their boys on the Luxor side, where 
the Governor residecT, but had- no fear for the 
girls, as his highness, I ^rosuine| did not think 
it worth his while ednoating the weaker sex : 
so much for his schools. 

His new levies 1 saw not once hut freqneni- 
ly in chains, and with their hands fastened 
between two pieces of wood, being led to 
Head Quarters, to be enrolled as soldiers. 
The fust hnt«b I saw was in riding out.io 
Shoobra, the Pasha's gardens, mear Cairo, 
with onr consul, Mr. Piozin ; their BstYente 
youth struck me, and drew from me some ob^ 
servatiuns regarding these supposed feloos, 
when ^10 consul told were rooruits!!!* 

and that such was the usual way of marcbijig 
them to tile depflts. Their likuig for thp ser¬ 
vice may be imagined when I add, that numr 
bers of the people want an eye,« joint of the 
fore-finger, or a side tooth, thus rendering 
themse(yes nnable to take aim, pull a trigger, 
or bite off the end of a cartridge, in hopes^lh 
avoid serving in tbe. army; but even this does 
not noV availtbpDi, as the Pasha says,Ipkpdfh 
they cannot they can work grtfl 
loads, cdiapel* tbem to labor on 
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count, licAictevlhreatenin;; .such offenders with 
the most severe p anishuient. 

When In India, I wa.s surprUed to learn, 
that thf&e were so few Engli.sh in the service 
of Mnhmnined Allee; hut a few e>iquirie.« 
exi^tftineil tn me the cause of this. The tr<)op.s 
at Cairn and in lower Ejtypl are badly paid 
and jfenerally from 12 to Id months in arrear.s; 
indeed, were it not for tlieir rations, they would 
starve, and ihougli the Pasha protects ail 
Christians^ he does not tru.st them fully. Mi. 
Oatlo^vuy,* he Engineci, is, L helieve, the only 
Etiifliahnian now with him, and he is employed 
on a Hpecilio service. 4 gieai nninhrr of hi- 
foreigiioflicorsand employers are people with¬ 
out eduoatiuD, and to whom it is a sort of 
ri.se, being in his .service ; tliuifew of educa¬ 
tion are political refugees, who only stay be¬ 
cause they cannot help it, and they are dis 
gusted with the state of affairs. The Pasin 
gives them all Musslemen names, by which he 
addresses, them. He has made three different 
campaigns against the Arah.s, all iinsuc- 
ce-sfui as to their results. The oouiitFy is 
rugged, poor, and the people brave. His 
troops oonquered in the plains, but in the bills 
could do nothing, they were driven back eve¬ 
ry time, and, once, aher gaining every little 
affair, and reaching the heart of the country, 
tliruiigh starvation were obliged to capitulate, 
giving up arms, horses, clothes and every 
thing they posse.sod, in order to escape with 
tlieir lives. Ali arc utterly disgusted and tired 
with these wars, particularly the officers, as 
they are invariably picked off by the Arabs, 
who say, they are ^he heads, hut, for the poor 
soldiers, they iniiiit, obey orders and do not 
know better. The troops in Arabia being in 
the Reid, aie pretty regularly paid by way of 
eiiconrageinent, and to prevent desertion. His 
object ill tiying to conquer these Arabs, is 
partly to get them as soldiers, and partly be¬ 
cause their country is the key to the coffee 
plantations beyond iheni. 

There are severa^ regiments of African 
black.s from Koordafan and Sennaar at Jedda. 
wliioii I went to see, and the following is a true 
and faithful description of the mode of their 
seizure in their own country, and their con- 
dilion in Arabia. Tiie Pasha sends troops 
who surround and set fire to the village.s, and 
all the males who rush out inust^ither snhniit 
or be killed. When eollocted,* they are 
marched down from their own countrv, which 
is hilly and moist, through the plaing to the 
coast, a climate hot and dry, very different 
^rom their own, and there, afflicted as they are 
with s^e^eet fronf their marching, drill is 
i^mi^itt^ed and carried on for a short time, 
tilk^'ey can be conveniently shipped off for 
Jjj^a and Mpeha. When they arrive at these 
jjmW, most s>f them fall sick immediately; 
nvW, fpver,. diseases of the chest, inveterate 
tfleers, attack them and carry them off i;|ipid> 

and in great numbers. T visited the hos- 
pitats of these lu^ at Jedda, ip|iich were ad¬ 
mirably kept by tiri I'taiian doctor. Signor Ca- 
rottni. ‘Out of four thousand brought there 
six months before, twelve hundred bad alrea¬ 


dy perished^ six hundred {saw in hospital, 
and of the remainder the doctor said, that 
most likely (OOt a hundred wonid he in exist¬ 
ence in two years more; oppressed by physi¬ 
cal and mor nl disease, they do not even try n> 
recover. in fact, what have they to live 
for, having seen their wives and families mur¬ 
dered or eiirried into slavery, and kuowinj 
that the only object of their existence, is 
to fight for a peisoti they care nothing about, 
the Pasha. As for his native Generals, Co¬ 
lonels, and high offici als, they, to a man, 
would prefer liifiiding pipes and coffee to his 
highne.s, as in their former happy and tran¬ 
quil days. The dignity is forced upon 
them, something after this manner. Muhuiu- 
med Allee says to one of his Meinlooks or 
whiteslaves, I am highly satisfied with you 
my friend—i’ll make yon a General, here 
is the order for you to join the troops at 
•Jedda, and a.s a further mark of my regard, I 
give you a wife out of my harem. Neither 
dignity nor ladyean ho refused, however dis¬ 
agreeable the gifts may be. The lady wife is 
obliged to remain at Cairo, and her spouse, as 
a coinmencemeiit, must get about three yetjirs 
salary in debt to furnish his bride with a house, 
and e.stablishment becoming one upon whom 
the Pa.slia had .smiled. Tlie.se are of course 
complete mistresses in there own house, and 
the hen-pecked husband afraid to excrci.se his 
due aiiAiority. 

The Pasha's political situation .seems imper¬ 
fectly known, at least it is very different from 
any opinion I had I'orined of it from reading. 
Even now he is little better than a tenant at 
will, or, almost, but a life renter of Egypt. His 
firman from ihe Poite is read annually in the 
gieat ball at Cairo, and he still sends tiibute 
to Constantinople. True, the European pow¬ 
ers do not allow the Sultan to molest the Pa¬ 
sha, nor tiie Pa.sha to attack the Sultan ; but, 
at tlie .same time, they will not guarantee the 
succession to Muliumud Alice's son. There 
appear but two ways of-aoting in this case, ei¬ 
ther to let the Pasha be real King of Egypt, if 
be can hold it by his own strength; or, suffer 
the Porte to rule its own province, and noini- 
naieits Lieutenant after its own good plcasuie 
and fashifin, ifithave the power to enforce its 
orders. We might complain if either the 
Porte or Pasha prevented our ves.sBls from en¬ 
tering their harbours, or mined our trade by 
vexatious and exorbitant duties ; but so long 
a.%they give us the same previleges on these 
heads, tli%t they give to all other nations, we 
can have no reason to complain; but, by the 
present policy, we do all in our power to pre¬ 
vent the Pasha's taking an interest in the wel¬ 
fare of Egypt, by reducipg him to the condi¬ 
tion of a mere farmer of its revenues, whose 
object,consequently cau only be to make the 
most oif a lease which he •may be deprived of 
whenever it may please his superior authority. 
The old man mii$t. ifi.thq^pourse of oatore,be 
soon gathered to his fathers, when. w« shall 
see what will become of Egypt. IjEis son is 
not likely to hold tiie power, b|ing disliked 
for his crjielty, and not having'the talent of 
his father. Much is talked of Egypt being the 
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h!{i)i road to India, and its vipinity toonr eas- females from the age of eight to twenty. It wai 
tern possessions; ail which 1 regard not, as let: a rnolancholy scene indeed. The following in 
it be in whose hands it may, our fleet in the | the way in which pnrahasera generally exa- 
Mediterranean, and afewshipSin the Red Sea, 
and Straits of Babel Mandel, will always en¬ 
able ns to dictate to Egypt, or ruin it. The 
^Ifench have Algiers, the Russians lord it in 
(ae Black Sea. and at Gonslan inoi>le,-~are 
paramount in Persia, and we ought either to 
have Egypt for ourselves, or let it fairly be 
under its own ruler. If it gets into Rie hands 
of the Russians we shall soon discover, tliat 
these Christiaus hate us worsethaii any Turks 
can do. We were cajoled into aiding them in 
tbp destruction of the Turkish fleet at Navari- 
no,A.true accountof which, by the way, can ! 
nniy be bad up the hfediterraiiean, where it is 
currently reported, that the Russian admiral, 
after the action, turned round to a friend and 
exclaimed, " when shall we have a slap at 
these English !” Let the story be true, oi made 
for the occasion, the saying attributed to the 
Russian, is at all events true to the feeling of 
his Govoriimunt towards us. Let us tight for 
it, rather than see Egypt in sueii hands, or in¬ 
deed in the hands of any of the European 
powers. We liave already been bullied and 
insulted enough by the Autocrat. The inva¬ 
sion of India too, has been dinned intoourears 
usqueaii Haiiseam ; but of that I have no dread: 
there aie plenty of willing hearts andliands 
to repel it, and we have the means too. 


Muhnmud Allee merely obtained and re¬ 
tained his power by being the only person 
awake in his kingdom. He never commits what 
he considers nseless cruellies, though it is 
observed, that people who stand in his way are 
not long lived. In religion, he is, I believe, a 
lalitudiiiarian; he does not consider it neces¬ 
sary to follow the principles of lii.%faitb, in 
the matter of strong liqnors, nor, indeed, do 
any of bis subjects, as, whenever they can get 
it, they drink moslfnriously; in fact travellers', 
will tind pint bottles of brandy and wine moat 
acceptable pre.sents, also beer for the scnipu- 
ions; there can hardly be a belter circulating 
mediuiii for Egypt. The old gentleman made 
rather a witty speech to some of his genial coin 
panions, telling them he widied they would 
** only drink like Christians.” He limits himself 
to four or five hoiyes of the best French claret 
daily. Though with one foot in the grave he 
has immence harems, and, old as he is, the 
most agreeable present that can be made th 
him, is a handsome female slave. His daughter 
aware of bis weakness on this bead, fre 
quently gratiiies her father by gifts of the kind 

1 must say a few words about the extent, to 
which the slave trade is carried on in the Red 
Sea. I saw a good deal of it at Jedda. Dar¬ 
ing the twenty-four days I was there, nearly 
six liundred of these unfortunate beings were 
laired from Koordal^h, Sennaar and Abys- 
BiAia, I went to the places a sort of seraie, 
where about one hundred had just been brought 
for sale, and remained on the spot two hours, 
noting attentively all that wae going on 
Great mimbers of these unfortunates were 


mined the siaVe.inale and feojiate. Tlipy were 
made to stand np^ pot their heels eiose toge¬ 
ther, raise up their arms, the cloth from the 
upper partof their bodies was taken,off, their 
condition looked at, their shies, sometimes felt, 
theif tdngsi^s examined, pulse felt, and made 
to turn and move about. These slaves are all 
stolen, kidnapped from their homes, and tti 
their seizure, scenes of the most horrible pi dotty 
constantly occur. Slavery is in greater activi¬ 
ty in Egypt than in any other part o^the ijrorld. 
The miseries and crimes resulting from this 
nefarious traflicl^ arc almost inoouoeivable. 

In speaking of Cairo, 1 omitted to mention, 
that there is a children’s sehool of about nine¬ 
ty girls and one hundred and fifty boys, esta¬ 
blished by Leeder, a German missionary. 
These are all, with very few exceptions, Copts 
who, although Christians, have nearly ail the 
prejudices of Mu«.sien)en with regard to their 
female.s, not peimittingthem to appear in pub¬ 
lic or before men. There is only on Mu.ssle- 
inanee among the girls. Mr. Leeder, at first, 
found great difliciilty in inducing the Copts to 
send tliciv ilaughters forinstiuction, a difficul¬ 
ty which was however overcome, by his great 
and persevering kindness to all classes, his 
being their physician gratis, by the high es¬ 
teem in which he was held, as a good man who 
was doing all for religion’s sake, and, above 
all, prencliiiig nothing that he did not practise. 
He is now regarded almostain the light of a 
parent by them, and has fiee access to their 
families and houses ; but he still gives way to 
their notions of female delicacy so far, as not 
to permit of any gentlemen, except clergymen, 
to whom the parents do not oliject, visiting the 
female sohool. My wife visited it and was 
much gialified by all she saw. I think a great¬ 
er nuiiilier of missionaries in Egypt would do 
good. The people there are not bigotted ; and 
though it could not, form long time at least, 
he expected that many, if any of them, would 
become Chii.stians, still the practice and exam¬ 
ple amongst them of Christianity, would bebe- 
nefleiai iu preparing them for a change. 


1 shall coiiclnde by a necessary piece of ad¬ 
vice to trevdiers: wear arms, and beware oi 
our wiikkecTs, who are fond of stviing them¬ 
selves consols : those at Genneh, Kosseir and 
Jcdiia se«m to have been oarefuily selected foi 
their otter ignorance of all langnages except¬ 
ing Arabic, and two or llire^ words of Hindoos- 
tanee, not enough to explain what bread ane 
water mean- There is per1)ap.s no danger », 
attack, but the appearance of urtn's often sup¬ 
presses insolence, and always gives one a feel¬ 
ing of security. Our consul at Cairo, Mr. Pio- 
zin, arili be found by every one most kind and 
attent^verand Dr. Wafne and Mr. Leeder wiH 
give more information about Egfiu than apy 
other pemuns cito do. —Uurkaru. 

G. R. a 

Rivet" Ganges, 

6tA Feb. 1837. 
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A VISIT TO CHINA. 
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SoRlie men are apt to intaaiae that ^ trip*to 
<^nton and the ODtlay of a few Jiondred del- 
fara, in China atfect, give thein-a riiffit, if not 
a nudlifiontidn, to dogmatiac, on qtieNtioRs of 
tM highest moineot'or greatest difficulty, in 
the history, morals and slalisflcs of that coun¬ 
try. This error the writer of the few hrief 
and napretending niemoranda which follow, 
may venture to affirm that he lf<is escaped, ilc 
is quite .sensible, .indeed, that he knows iiiile 
more of the celestial empire now than before 
he etrer trod that sacred soil, but his visit has 
set him thinking on the subject of China, and 
if 8 record of what be observed, as far as me¬ 
mory can reeal it, and of the impressions^ pro-; 
dneed on his mind by what he saw and beard,; 
should have a similar cfl'ect on otliers, then 
he will have written not wholly in vain. 


A voyage In China occupies generatly aboni ‘ 
a mouth, in the soiith-we.st inon.sooii, and a.s 
the vessels engaged in the trade seldom make 
any stay at the interesting .settlemunt of Sin¬ 
gapore, the traveller, weary of tlie conliiie- 
raent df a ship, is very Iptbic to hail as a pa¬ 
radise, the first port he beholds in the Chine.se 
Empire. Perhap# to this canse may be as¬ 
cribed, some rather exaggerated descriptions 
of Macao ; but I cannot admit any such .set 
off against my impressions. The view, in¬ 
deed, from the anchorage, of the lofty hills, 
the bay, and the offing studded with intiiime- 
rablc islets “ with verdure clad", and count¬ 
less boats sailing among them, has in it miinli 
that borders on the sublime, and more of that 
which belongs to the beautiful; but the effect 
of these features of the land.soape is diminish¬ 
ed by the ciroumstanco of their being, to a 
considerable extent, a repetition of what you 
have alieady seen. They do not burst upon 
you like a scene wbieb the rising son sudden¬ 
ly brings out before yon from utter darktic.ss, 
have yon not made lb« bold coast farther 
out and sailed through the Ladrhtre.s, the lofty 
islands renowned in history as the residence, 
or haunt of powerful pirates, who once defied 
not only the Chinese navy, but the naval force 
qf their allies the Portuguese? Then fur the 
- ' minuter feature^, tfoe details of the landscape 
of Maoap, the anchorage U too distant to ad- 
in|t ot.;|timr seeiug them to advantage; and 
.. position of pur vessel we could not 

a Complete view of the Bay, while 
patches on the various hills iniine- 
peat tbf town indieating the sterility 
aa^ilfe aparent insigniftcdlice of 
Ifho place, pfi^ped on my impressi- 

; W pnfavoraule |o an iiuj^ession which, i 
afterwards discovered to be, like many mother 
fir$t impressions—npjust. 


1ST 


As we rowed in towards the land, however, 
OB a lovejy May aiornlng, the wh^e scene be¬ 
came anitvated and iMjaotiloI. The bay ter¬ 
minating at each.end of the orescent in a ^Id 
promontory, surmounted-one by the Fort 
over whieli flies the flag of Donna M.aria, the 
other by a convent the penn, iipl immediately 
over, but on a loftier hill fmilier inland, the 
blue ocean studded with innumerable charaO' 
leristic boats of every kind, with their mat 
sails, from tlie Jiink down to the neat little 
'I'ahka (egg)-iowing boat—then the town wiUi 
its ehuiches, forts, joss houses, joss-poles, 
dwelling liouses of various hues front Parian- 
wliiic to orangc-tawny, with their tiled roofs 
and llid green foliage of the trees rising beside 
or peeping above them ; then the view of the 
aiichoiage called the Typa, opposite the lowo, 
the ciitiance of the inner haiboitr, with the 
inoiintains in tlieback-grounil—altogether the 
near view of the Bay and town of Macao, and 
llie scenery around, is one of the most picluie.v- 
fjue 1 dvei have seen in the East, and although 
eire.omstances will ever connect it in my iniiMl 
with a monruful reminiscence, T could not be 
insensible to its bcaiilies. The .scene— conici- 
ilcnee of season petliaps aiding, to soggesttlie 
idea—reminded me of l,eigli flout s de.serip- 
iion (ill Rimini) of a may moining in lialv, 
which cxeeptis excipietulis, indeed, is not inap¬ 
plicable. 

The smi fs up, and 'ti^ a morn of Mav. 

Hnoiid old Maveima's rlear sliewii tiiwe»s and bay ; 

A morn the lovaliest which the year has seen 
, l.au of the spring, yet fresh with all its green; 

For a warm eve and rains ai iiiglit 

Have left a sparkling welcome lor<he light 
And there’s acryshil clearncs* all ahoui ; 

The leaves are sharp, the distant hills look out, 

A balmy bri.skncss comc.s upon llic breeic, 

'1 he smoke goes dancing from the Cottage tree*; 

A ml wliHi you listen you may hear a coil 
Of bubbling springs about the grag-iersoil 
And all the scene, iii sliort -sky earth and sea. 
breathe* like a bright-eyed face that laughs out openly. 

Miicli, Ihoiigb not at all, of the above stanza, 
is applicAble to a lovely May morning at Ma¬ 
cao, and'* ibe closing liops of the succeeding 
stanza, may well be often realized tltore and 
are worthy of quotation for tbrnr surpassing 
beauty, and e.speeially for the daring origina- 
lily of thUt exquisite and emphatic verb in Uio 
last line,—“ swirt." 

And the far •Wp*. lifting their nils of white 

Lilajjosfulhand*,,cetnoupwdh scattitrdh«iU. 

Come Blcamingup, true loTIhe vrwli d-foroey ■ 

And chase Uie wbistliag biine, aud.iiim-i into we bay. 

The bay, indeed, tbongb ils ooaol’i,il ijot graced 
with Rmennas* towers, nor qihe.r o bjects 
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witioh «trifce tlie link in clansicAl 

aaaoici&tirin, is, as 1 liave skid, b<^utlfal,' and 
noi wholly unworthy of tho appiimfion of the 
lines I have quoted ; since it has been oftni> 
pared by those whti have seen both, to tiie Say 
of Naples —Parva romponere maym*; for of 
course the Bay of Naples is infinitely JarRer 
•wend posse8>>es tlierefnre, a grandeur to which 
that of Macao cannot aspire. 

Tn the town itself there is much which re* 
minds the traveller, of the South orEuropa — 
th the houses for example,* and in sdliie 
terraced gardens, pretty in themselves and 
still more tn be admired or venerated, for 
certain assoeiatioris they suggest. There are 
not many lions in Macao—the greatest is 
the large temple nr Joss house, situated on 
the face of the hill sloping down to the point 
Avhieli forms the entrance of the inner har- 
hodr. This temple is one of the finest speci¬ 
mens of Chinese architecture to he seen per¬ 
haps, in the whole empire; thongh f confess 
1 do not admire their style, with which < very 
one w ho has inspected one of their lacquered- 
ware tea boards even, must he in some degree 
familiar, altiiongli to describe it is dillicult. 
(J ver tlic great entry is as usual ajiuik in{ 
green porcelain. There is an inscription overj 
tlie nrcliitrave in gold characters, and one in 
veitnillion on each of the lintels whicl^are of 
granite. The temple is built in a reci.ss of the 
hill, among and partly upon, huge blocks of 
primeval granite (wliiidi abounds here and in 
the whole province of Canton) and the granite 
steps which lead to (he upper cotripartments 
of the temple are let into tlieso rork.s. 
On a large block which rises perpendicularly 
at the hack of the temple, is painted a juiik, 
proper, ns heinldry would call it. Among 
these hloeks of gianile, and withiy the eii- 
elosiire of the building, are some noble and 
venerable trees which may bo of coeval anti¬ 
quity with the granite, and wliose exquisite 
foliage gracefully ovei|hadow8 the temple. 
The temples c»t in ivory give the best idea 
of these structures, the scites of which, like 
those of the Hindu pagodas, indicate in 
those who selected liieiii, an admirable taste 
in the pietuiesque. A. rcmarkablA featuie 
of this building and of many similar tem¬ 
ples, is the circular windows. The granite 
screen of the enclosure is also very beauti¬ 
ful, but those who would form ao ade¬ 
quate idea of the beauties of this temple 
witlidut seeing it, should endeavouj; to get a 
look at one of Chinnery’s exquisite draw'ings 
of it. Mr. Gutalaff was kind enough to trans¬ 
late Some oftlie insciiptions for me, but I have 
mislaid these translations. The teranle is de- 
dedicated, I believe, to the Queen or Heaven, 
(though who that lady may bo, I am not ex¬ 
actly aware,) and most of the inscriptions are 
moral precepts. The Chinese indeed,- are the 
most mwal people tnUbe world if you vrill on- 

hot by 

what they do. The images of the temple dif¬ 
fer in nothing. I believe, f|om Ihoseof Bud 
dhist tempies<^B general ; tbete i« a great 
deal of carved work in the hutldfingiirABd still 


q)ore .of glitlerihg gold (ehtra mteante 
avid'hrlilht veruiiilktn and green. 


The only BteVary lion dr relic of Haead, 
is a cave called the cave of Camoehss wHleh 
an scoideht of no consequende tonhe reader 
prevented my sOeing ; hut I have heard it 
often (lescrihed, and the description leads 
me, to doubt the tradlfian tliat he composed 
his'ncihltf poem of tlie Lustad therein ; for 
llid^e WHS no reason why he should have pl^- 
cd himself under the disadvantage *of. .being 
thus cabined, cribbed and coqfindd '^'wpon 
he might have bad ait the benefit of retirenient 
and, • , • 

sat on roclig, to muse on flood and foil, 

without the inconvenience of such a locality. 
That lie composed the fiosiad at Macao 
is beyond dispute. He bad been banished 
thither from Goa—fur what doc.4 the reader 
think?—for producing what was (perhaps oq 
Lord •Ellenhorough’s principle) pronounced 
a libel on the Indian Government. So early 
in the history of European connection with 
India, did the war helween the dullness of 
iles^potism and the genius of freedom com¬ 
mence. Chiiiociis was afterwards shipwreck* 
ed on the coast of Cochin China and saved 
hi.s life by swimming, holding the manuscript 
of the Lii.siad in one hand above his head. 
What an escape for both ! Even in that terri¬ 
ble extremity he thought of bis posthumous 
fame, and that if he dhuld preserve tliis pre¬ 
cious production of his muse, be should not 
wholly die: 

Non omnis moriar, pars inei vilabit. 

He did save that and his life too, and al¬ 
though three centuries nearly, have elapsed 
since his mortal decay, the fame of his great 
woik still lives and will live till time shall 
polish in (he wreck of matter and the crash 
of worlds. Camoens waiea man of great geni¬ 
us and strong passions like Hante, Petrarch, 
Tasso, and the great Italian of our own day, 
the ardent and eccentric Aliieri. TheLusita- 
nian temperament, indeed, differs little from 
that of Italy, and genius is no safeguarff 
against the weaknesses of our nature aiid the 
misfurtttiiesvwhich (ho.se entail on us. 

BuMmy soul wanders—demand it baiA. 

There is a living lion at Macao who may 
well claim a place iifthe*ranks of genius; 
George Chinnary. Some writer in the Chines^ 
Repository onoe somewhat aShctedly oalledf 
him an Hogarthian humorist." TJrat Ms con¬ 
versation ahonnds in lively sallies, and that lie 
is one of the best raconteurs you may meet 
with In seven years travel, aretrne; but I should 
not cifll him a humourist exaotly. He in « 
very pleasant oi^pnilion, however, deeply iao* 
hued with tImloVB’Of bis art and better versed 
in its principles ttiMi many who stand high Iff 
the lists of fame at borne. Chlnnery ia .by 
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professten painter, but look at spme 

of hla axqpiilta .lattdBcapes in oil and vai*r 
eoteura,'a‘tra.]roa would be inelined to 
“no! thera-ie liis/ort«." Torn affoin to liie 
po^ait^Md you are readf to exclaim,—no, 
he U at heaoe Iiere"—the “buman face di‘ 
*riite,” is Ilia proper atocly. The Irotii is, he 
baa not stuck biaiseir in a earner and oon- 
toinplated bis art in one point of view, but 
sfadied it with the oonipfehentire npnd of a 
man of genius. Haalitt has said that poetry 
is the stuff of'wbieb life b made, .(I don’t 
profess to give his exact words). Painting is 
tbeatniT of Cbinttrry’s life; for he lives by 
it, but he lives for it and on it, and would die 
whhUlit it; his thoughts, bb conventation, his 
dreams, are redolent of art? it is the vital 
principle of hb existence. What a sHuaiion 
is China for such a man,—China, where 
the staff, or to use a phraseology more suit¬ 
able to the place, the great staples of all 
thought and conversation are, “Opium”— 
“ tbe dmg” and Cotton? Of course no one 
cares about art—and as for .a , Painter,, why 
unless lie woaid paint beams and joists 
and jhitmiUs or the sides of the goods slip 
Nancy, be b voted a cipher on the wrong 
side of the sum of society. I actually beard 
that a dashing Captain of an Indiainen, who 
prided himself on hb taste and was desirous, 
that his ship should eclipse alt others in her 
decorations, thought of applying to Chinnery 
to paint some of the lions and other monstro¬ 
sities with which he proposed to decorate his 
boom boards, &c.!!! 1 pan fancy the 4rtist’s. 
indignant answer. It has been the fashion of' 
late to underrate Chinnery, but at least he 
never has had any one in the east to come 
near him. Age has not tamed the vigour of 
his touch, and his later pictures exhibit 
uue^ujtvocal evidences of the inevitable im- 
-pTovewents which result from deep study and 
continaed practice of the Art. There is much 
snore of intellectuality in Cbinnery’s later 
pictures, and you could fancy some of his 
portraits speaking to you. As for his lands¬ 
capes, of which lie**faas painted many from 
nature in China, they bre in drawing and 
colouring exquisitely correct and beautiful. 
1 did not know until lately, that he was in 
the habit of making drawings in water colors; 
but it is the case, and t have never seen any 
that equal some of tbosa be has produced. 
Heaeems to have some mode ot Mending bis 
tints quite pec«liar,'for 1 have never seen any 
thing morp beautifal.than the unity of effect 
be pcodueesin tlib respect. His ciolurs do 
inde^ blend like those of the rainbow. Hb 
* fftfal delight b to paint women and children, 
.qinff l-iOonfess that in my huiqye judgment hb 
mjtooeH -amply' justiftes hb predilection, 
have heard tlifMi pciat dbpoted. 
,;$t(%|gi^mgh'pl Chinnery: he b coming round 
t. and will, 1 hope, live to 

jjp.tpa plaee many more proofs.of bb. 
i^iia. .fliooarae in what | have aaidw the 
ptafe ef S«c|qlty .jj|i China as to. the arts, 1 
dlA pet inqao to infer that thegt wore no 
h^ght exmpUooa tp B> 7 .,rale; bat /thore are 
vary, »«fy. fair. • 


And as to one Iwdividnal v^o iMilef nblNk* 
«ao, a possing tribute to bis mdrtiti ■ nii^>-b* 
excused aa, he is at eirce apnhtio pharau^ 
and a pohlb benefactor, I aliudu td- &r. fTob 
ledge. This gentleWW! b ' attached to Hb 
Majesty's estahlfshiHcat at Mitcao. As a pro- 
fesviooal. man bis Jtabats are of-the highest ' 
Older ; and they are tendered gratuHOUaly 
aviiable to eveiy stranger who applies for 
them, with all the attention and tenderaeas 
which the highest remnneraticn could pro¬ 
perly seaaire. But Dr. Colledge will net 
receive remuneration though he will readily 
devote his skill and hb time, break his rest 
and risk his life in affording relief to suffering 
homanity. - He has resided about ten years In 
China, having been attached to the Company's 
Establishment, and daring that period be has 
restored above 4,000 Chinese to sight. As a 
member of society, be is beloved by ail who 
have tbebappiness to enjoy hb acquaintanee. 
And now then adieu to Maeao. 

The Missionary Gutzlaff is also worthy of 
honorable mention. He is a man of extraor¬ 
dinary talent and of indomitable zeal, enter- 
prize and perseverance; but his volume on 
China has made him known to all who inter¬ 
est themselves about that country. I must 
confei-s, that in my opinion, he in Ins voyages 
to the east coast manifested more zeal tlian 
judgment. Scattering tracts by thousands 
among an ignorant multitude is not n veiy 
likely way to propagate a religion. Mission¬ 
aries aie very apt to mistake the eagerness to 
receive those tracts and gospels giatuitously 
for a symptom of regeneration; but it is a 
symptom of nothing but cariosity. Cutzlaff 
is already master of about lAlanguages! and 
when I left China had nearly mastered the 
Japanese in addition f 

In architecture there is little in Macao to 
attract attention unless it. be the skeleton 
front of the Jesuits college, the foundation 
stone of which was laid about almost a cen¬ 
tury ago. The building, which was consumed 
in the groat fire of 1834, was, it i.s said, a very 
handsome pile partly lighted by an elegant 
cupola. ^All that remains is the principal 
front, the great entrance, with nothing be¬ 
hind it, and the noble fiigitt of steps lead¬ 
ing up to it. The proportions of this front 
composed of the Doric and Ionic orders,..are 
exceedingly graceful, and if tlie pile. et^tos- 
ponded vlthit, the whole, temple mget have 
reflected honour on the taste ortho aii^ltoot 
and been a great ornament to MacaO’ ^ 
raped garden, whieh is or rather wax attaehied 
to the building, tojsunands view of part of 
'he inner harbour,.the Typav,aBd many of. the 
islands in the offing^. ^ 

The mogk cpntploto vmw of Mocao m ob¬ 
tained from :a tort -tMIed tM- Afnilto, a 
hilt which rises from the Oeotre of'Bia ptaee. 
From' thb position jog perMiv,e. whole 
town spread out below yon, ooitopyiitg'a pen- 
ihinlhr whieh divides toe ijiii^ altodttf hou 
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tJM Baj! AjC Mac&o. The lanftb t»C thi* pen- j 
iiM^arla aboot 2i mile«^ by i^pt one tn 
bt!««dth in the bniftfieel part.. I'rgm the point' 
of tie* deaoriliel. the town appear* to lie-in 
.n vatiey below yon, whereas In troth it hi an 
iiimitration of the i>pa and donna of life, fat 
>''.the prooeas of traverainit Macao, ia that of 
w 4 ^liattally walkiiijt.np and doyra hill. The 
atreela are narrow and irregniarfy flagged with 
granite. 

The principle walk is the Prayn Grande, 
whieh ia amoothty flagged with large square 
atones, and extends along nearly half of the 
margin of the bay. The present governor 
has extended this pleasant evening prome¬ 
nade round eastward to the Fort at the en¬ 
trance of the Bay and would have carried it 
qioch further but that the Chinese govern¬ 
ment interfered and would not allow the coo¬ 
lies to work at it. The reason assigned was 
that tile governor was making a road to faci¬ 
litate the landing of the English? They can 
land on the Praya if ever thev should be dis¬ 
posed with great facility. The fact is the 
Poitiiguese are mere tenants—not exactly at 
will, for the Chinese would never have the 
courage to drive them out, but they dare not 
provoke the Chinese. There is in spite of the 
prohibition a pleasant walk, some scramhiing 
over rocks excepted, round the Fort and the 
hill beyond it back into the town agflin, by 
art open space the slope of a hill called the 
Canipo, and in short you may vary your walk 
every evening and enjoy from some eminence 
or other, puie air and a pleasant prospect; 
but the Praifa is the grand resort and on 
moonlight nights the Portuguese families and 
especially all tlie beaux and belles, promenade 
till a late hour and afterwards take al fresco 
suppers on tlic green at the east end of the 
town—or sit there on chairs which they bring 
out for the purpose of listening to the Go¬ 
vernor's hand, or the Cnmmander-in-chiet'.s,t 
1 know not w hich it is. By the way that saute 
band piavs some of Ro.^iui’s music very skil¬ 
fully. They owe this advantage in a great 
degree, if not entirely, 1 believe, to Pianel 
and the Italian Company. 

The Portuguese and the English ^o not as- 
.sociate much together; so that I can only de¬ 
scribe the societgr constituted by the matter. 
Of coarse the number of English residents is 
very limited; consisting of His Majesty's su- 
penntendents and their families, the ladies' 
of merdhants in Canton, and one or^wo reai- 
deitt Merchants. A pleasanter or more hos¬ 
pitable Bocihty X have never met with. Great 
cordiality seems to prevail among the ladies, 
and as for the gentlemen, there are tome most, 
inteliigetit men among them,' and those Who 
—-—- . . > . - . . 

*.Tiie writer begs to be anderstood as not pieten^ng 
y wrac y er even Cr^r. Theta alighi mtelms are 
maoenieBa autgiprT at> iflby occur to him, 'ana if they 
>oea,pf the i^aee sad serve ia any de- 
greeto a|niMe,h» i^era U aeeotopiiehed. ^Hekaemide 
no notes for a b<Tk, adt being a t^vellei by profeatwa. 

aoQ “lihsry kw anuntita,jp about 
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eenedown from Canton are buoyant as-sebooi 
hoye come borne for the holiday!). Soma of 
Ihemnt least seem to leave care nnd busing 
behind them and try toeujey themselves and 
to make the strangeS as happy as Ibemsetves; 
The ladies of course take the lead 1 ‘q doing 
the agreeable. It wan my misfortune not to 
be in Macao,at the gay season; hut I have 
had many deseriptions of It. Fan^ baBs, 
and. -maaqueracies, and musioat parties, are 
than the order of the day or rather night, 
and in .the getting up and oonducting of these 
entertainments, 1 am told, that great taste 
and liberality are displayed. The society - is - 
indeed small; but ailhongh tire» may be 
comprized in it, a few gossipsmale and female, 
chiefly the former; yet of the petty rivalry 
and malignity tllat so often pervail in such 
limited circles, I believe there is none ia 
Macao. I made acquaintances.there with some 
for whom 1 shall ever oiierish the lijglie.«it es¬ 
teem and the warmest regard : and if it would 
not be an unpardonable breacli of decorum, 

I woyld name some who are an honour to 
human nature; one lady in particular, ever 
foremost in ants of benevolence,, ever ready 
to poor into the hearts of the afflicted, the 
balm of genuine sympathy—one of those wbo 
really 

Do good by stealth and blush to find it fame ; 

but I must not trespass on the .sanctity of 
that diflidcDce and retirement 1 am so muob 
bound to respect. ^ 

The climate of Macao, aUliongh it is very 
warm in the iiionth.s of June, July and Aug., 
during the dajf, is on the whole exceedingly 
fine; the atmosphere is free from humidity 
and the nights are cool. The houses, though 
less substantially built than tlio.se of Calcutta, 
are many of them spacious and commodious, 
and the rents aro moderate.: for 00 dollars a 
month yon get a capital house. 

Of the communicatiorybetween that place 
and Canton, the society there,. &c. I may 
treat hereafter. 


PART 2nd, 

Another last word about Macao, and then I 
bid farewell to it. There was an excellent 
Family Hotel there, with a most benevolent- 
featurei^old Chimseoomprador, the very best, 
perhaps, of his class, in China. The hotel and 
alio a tavern belong to Mhssri; Marquick and 
Co., who also owned most'df the packet boats ; 
bat a new hotel was about to be opened by 
Messrs. Sttoiford and Marks, who had already 
established onO in Canton, wh^h was well 
spoken of; by those who had tried it, and to 
that firm the packet boats, varying in size from 
abont 6 to about S6 tons, which is the burthen 
of thb iaitiest, new belong. The distance-bO- 
tween the plaqps is 70 or 60 miles; and ft; ts 
performed In from-12 or 16 to 30 and 40'hoWto,' 
aeomrding to oinhiasStaDces. FOriserly fo¬ 
reigners were only permitted togotoiUM'ifo 
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botivei'H CnJiton.«iMl''$lH<!Ao liy lli« Mcner pHS- 
«)»;:«! in JiipitfTe iMtiiCt*, very e«er»«ee« 

ebarjteoF ritiliRra, t thinjc. owlnjp 4» 

the Riiut eXaietCHi) ler the pAss or- chop,. The 
Enfiliiih (Mtok'etR rnrry .v»h for >ten <iolI«rR. 
Tlte ^ 11011^7 of theso hontH wrr, however., att 
innovatiott on the iuiniutnhie Irwr of the ee> 
lefttihl empire. -Such a darinfc proreeilinK was 
pro.hJbitcd,-'on paper, the prohihilieti eet at 
defiaoee and the inuovattos winked af 
lienal. . . « 

Ar I rejCer ail tho&e who eeek aconrate de* 
tatie of posiiiooR^ distanoea, &c. to the worke of 
'ftiilhwrs by proreMion'** who sevk Ihe hO'bhie 
repiitntiouneven ia ihemtte'nnniith/* in port¬ 
ly qnifrtoa or goodly ocluvoa, I ahall not detain 
you with any partienlar aoeoiint of the paa- 
aage from Maoao to Canton, though I may re-' 
roMrfc «R pateant, tliat a*eing tliat foine part of 
it IS pecfortneri in the “ outer »ea$," i. e, outside 
the const,with merely the shelter of tlie detach¬ 
ed ielaods in the i»0iiig, you occasionally en¬ 
counter on the said passago, certain*^ peliings 
of the pitiless atoiip,*'wliinii in sueli asitn^ition 
are not very agreeidiie-and not wholly free 
from danger. It was my pood fortune to he out 
one wtrole night hetwecii the anchorage of 
Cum Sing Mooh and Macao, a distance of only 
12or.14 miles, inn ceitain boat called the 
George, of the burthen of six ions, and 1 know 
not how many t)4ihs. or thereabouts, cutter 
rigged, with a scroll head, Ac., ns the Regis¬ 
ters ha\c it. When wo got out of tlio hnrhonr 
we had the breeze light in - ur teeth ; the rain 
came down in torrents, a chopping sea got np, 
and the little eraff was peifoiming a perpetual 
kou toH to old Neptune—an honour which his 
godship acknowledged by dashing the ocean 
foam over her, as if she were native to the ele¬ 
ment; as in certain poetical descriptions of 
lauiielies hy tlie penny a liners, ships aresome- 
timea described to he,—(*‘8be dashed into her 
nafreeelement, &c/’) in plain terms, our boat 
was pitching bows nnder wafer. Night came 
on and a linge black cloud rose on the verge 
of the horizon, not arched nor hniizonlal, hut 
perpendicular like & great wall of jet. The 
rain which bad iiitei'mitted, came down again 
in a fresh shower, and then we had thunder 
and lightening, and the breeze freshening, 1 
gently hinted to the Syrang, that there was no 
harm in lowering the peak in lime. We were 
running along some live or six kiyils, still dark 
as Erebus, when a lascar sung onf, “ rocks a 
head!” the alarm was false; but the Syrang 
said be could notseewhere be was going, and 
running ainovg islands with narrow cuannois 
in a dark night, the compass is no sufficient 
^ guide, and so we eAdeavoured to get near an 
ut^nd by .guess, and let go-the anchor: and 
'lhl!|i lAteht to bed and slept: albeit not wiHt- 
oiit.fghs^ing, lorllte craft took to a rolling lit j 
verily tbonglit she'd roll the masts out i 
oiMteri hut the worst ineonveoienoe was, that 
^^iag no skylight nnd the batch being on, on 
iiMount irf benvy rain*, we had a regular Iteam 
^path. The Imger^ boats are, JioWever, very 
’oomfortahle,,. = » 

' Sura. Sing linief*, .fii' the anchoragd' of the 
opium depdf-vessMs^ during the S. W. moniii- 


I soon, it is'b spaeioas. borboniv formed 
by islands and partly hy tbe.roi|iA,taiMt, odW 
la narrow endrknee, havibganizlandintheOeii- 
Ire of it. lio^ the iaiands and the main are 
Mf and the ships >so well sheltered, that;, in 
general, tirey ride e«% even the typhoons 
against whiohno anchaeaga'would seem per¬ 
fectly seedee. r 

The animated scene witnessed at Gam.Siag 
Moon, mar well arrisst our atteatimi awhile. 
Of.the tiumerons vesselsof varionsaiaes in the 
aniMioregc, several are depAt vessels, ohiefly 
for opium. These donot move for years, ex- 
ept from one anchorage to the other at the 
change of each season. Front day light to 
sunset, yon .see alongside of these 've-ssela,^ the 
smuggling boats which carry away the opium. 
These boats are in length I should think from 
50 or60 to 80or 90 feet, pulling from thirty to 
I forty oars, and decked or hatched over : wilh 
their long masts, large matsail.s, and the coni¬ 
cal bamboo caps of the rowers, painted red, 
white and blue, they are altogether very pic¬ 
turesque, and yon behold them in every variety 
of situation in this busy scone. There are al¬ 
ways one or two along side the depAt vessels, 
others approaching for opium, foaming along 
under sail as if they would dash their stems 
against the vessel, but suddenly sheered along¬ 
side wjth a skill and dexterity which arc Iriily 
admirable—others shoving off with their pre¬ 
cious freight, and lioisling their sails—others 
already pulling and sailing away for Can¬ 
ton at a rapid late, with their cargoes, in 
defiance of the celestial Emperor and the 
Mandarins. The whole scene is one of busy 
life, indeed ; for while the depAt vesseU 
are supplying the smuggling boats, the clip¬ 
pers and other vessels importing the drug, are 
supplying theoii, and launches, cutlers and 
even jolly boats are engaged in the work of, 
transhipment of opium and cotton, which last 
article is often unloaded here from vessels of 
comparatively small l^rtlicn, and sent np ip 
[largo sliip.s, eollectiug in this way .a fiill 
freight and enabled thus to pay the Port duties 
that would be ruinous to those less burthen- 
some, on which the charges would he ..nearly 
the sanies Step on board the opium vessels 
and there again the evidences of an active 
and lucrative trade are every where aroud 
you. On one side of the dei/k you see ranges 
of chests of Patna and Benares—the other 
st/ewed with the contents of chests of Mai,wa 
which is^pot packed in balls tike the .Patna, 
but in loose cakes, every one of which the 
opinm-deater examines, rejecting many chests 
perhaps, before he takes one. Turuyour eyes 
aft and yon see again in one place, boxes of 
dollars marked 2,000, others marked lyycee— 
and in another place the Chinese employed 
for the purpose, emptying bags of dollars and 
sycep silver and shroffing or examining them, 
the large «yree lamps, aifp.Uke sinall pigs of 
lead inform and in size nearly—hnt the bright¬ 
ness of thftitare sliver, of course, wranld pre¬ 
vent yoor mistakinir one for tlpg otheZi^ It is 
impossible to behold those symbols of wealth 
in' such Sundance as you do in these vessels- 
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nttd fio'iBarcIessljr scattered al^^nt A it appears 
tPlie, (enty appnu*«, for it is ip feality well 
looked after,) withoat bein;; stronfly impress¬ 
ed with a conTiotioa of the Biag»ittt<le aad 
importance of the trade. Tlieeaidtal enihark- 
«il in ft, is indeed vdry large, invelvitig nearly 
20 millions of -dattars. The bargains for 
*^piom are mostly made in Canton, tbougb a 
great many chests are aotoally sold, and not 
raerelydelivered, on board. When the opium 
is sold in Canton, the seller gives an order to 
the nprnm broker for tiie delivery, 9nd if 4 is 
Patna or jBens«rrs, there is litfle trouble knd 
his purser nr agent gets at once the quantity 
of the marks specified in his orders; if Ualvra 
opium, the latter will examine every oaks 
and then weigh the whole, and, perhaps, he 
will nut eomplete half his order; for great 
tricks are played in Maiwa and tho contents 
of ehesls ate sometimes chairged between the 
lime of purchase and shipment and a spuri¬ 
ous article substituted,—and IJiave heard of 
a chest of brieks being stihstituted hy the 
clever rogues at Bombay. A great portion of 
the Opium, is paid for on board in dollars or 
syeee silver, and a kumsktih, or present, of live 
dollars upon every chest, is paid to the Com¬ 
mander for him and the olliecrs. Of late, I 
believe the owners have appropriated part, in 
sniiic instances all of tliis perquisite; although 
they have reduced the pay of their Cmntnun- 
ders, and the tia<le is quite as profitalMc ns it 
ever has lieen. The life the Coininanders of 
the depfit vessels fead, is mostcxliaordinary : 

From eve to morn— 

From morn to dewy F.ve, 


of day, hut in the presence of the Mandarin 
boaLs stationed at the anchorage to picventit; 
aad they land tlicir cargoes at Canton. What 
may seem more extraordinary to tlinsc who 
have paid no attention to the areouqjs of the 
Chinese goverwnenl ujid eharacier, is, that 
the Mandaiin boats are efioh employed in 
sniHggliiig. Captain Marrynit has fallen into 
a iudioruus error in lespeet to mutfggliwg 
opiliui liaone nf bis works. One of his efiaw‘ 
radteis, a smuggler in England, lias acqtiiri^d 
his skiii in smuggling by having bs-en em 
ployed in one of the opium traders in India! 
What an absurd idea! Tho opium-vessels 
from hence merely deliver their ea|;»(ies to Uto 
dep6t vessels with some occasional ^xiWp- 
tions, andevenihedepfit vessels merely deliver 
their opium to itoa's nhicli oume alongside 
.of them in broad day-light, with no more 
risk and trouble than thev would have if tire 
trailo wore legalised. Where then are the 
Captains of Opium vessels to aeqiiire skill in 
smuggling ? The whole system is eiirions 
enough, but the key to tlic facility with which 
the laws of China are set at defiance, is to be 
found ill the fact that they aie many of them 
in o|)position to the desires of the people and 
that in China what Sir Robert Walpole once 
said of English statesmen, is lileraliy and em¬ 
phatically applicable to every functionary in 
the empire from the Rinperpr down to the low¬ 
est niandatiii—tlie Emperor not excepled. 

Hut we have remained a long while at Cum 
Sing Moon and it isgiine to proceed. Every 
work on China dcsoiibcs the famed fiocea 
Tigris and * 


they are superintending the weighing opium, 
or rowing about giving directions and deliver¬ 
ing orders they receive from Cantor^ to sliips 
arrived, with opium, relative to liansliipment. 
They talk and think and dream of the drug,— 
and the very air they breaiti is redolent pf 
Morphia: yet I never ifecard that its iiiOlionce 
had rapt them in eijsium, as it did the opium- 
eater and Samuel Taylor Coleridge, whose 
“Pliyeological curiosity,” as he calls a cer¬ 
tain fragment of verse, is said to owe its origin 
to such an influence—though hemeftty slates 
that he dreamt—a dream of poesy to which 
after he awoke, ||e endeavored to give a local 
habitation and a name on paper—hut was iii- 
teirupted at the doth line. Our friends the 
Captains of the Opium vessels, 1 apprehend, 
dreanii rather of transhipment, deiiti^riek and 
kunuhahs—bnt they are very goed fellows 
notwithstanding—-and seem to be happy in an 
occupation, enough one would think to weary 
the patience of Jldb and cooglon^erate the 
brain of a Newton; and their otfactory nerves 
heoome so hardened by habit, that they are 
quite proof against dT naroolio odour so potent 
as to he very disagreeable and oppressive to 
those ipss acenstontad to it. 

It is quite a mistake to suppose, iw many do> 
that the BiBUfgliitg- iMuHe* t^e in theii' car¬ 
goes, and run them at night. The troth is 
they carry on their tiade not only ^th« 5ioe 


The feitile liills and flowery dales 

which are component p.’irts of the beanfiful 
scenery of Whuinpoa, the ne plus ultra of fo¬ 
reign vessels resurliug to the pmt of Cantort; 
and my experience enables roe not to add any 
thing to what able voyagers have said on this 
subject. We will proceed to Canton there¬ 
fore ; hot as Us fdiysicifl features h.'tve also 
been nfien and fully described, 1 shall have 
little to say on those points. 

Every body ha.s heard of llie boat popula- 
tiou of China, but to be placed in a situation to 
obtain the ny*st extensive view of it, one 
should pulp up to Canton in. a boat from a 
mile below the city against the tide, when you 
are obliged to thread your way through count¬ 
less boats of all descriptions that form this 
mails of floating habitations. Accoidinglo a 
late estimate, tire number of boats is about 
84,t)0U, and tlte number of liuman bipeds al¬ 
lowed to be in each boat, three; but five 
would be nearer the truth I suspect. 

Most ennspicnous among these boats, are 
thane cndlcd “ Flower boats.” These are in 
fact farge floating bagnios—they are of Ure 
budgeroxr kitiiL but of a much safer buUd, 
and infinitely nandsomcr and moretaslefol in 
point of decoration. The whole of the lein- 
dow frames and lintels of the doors are richly 
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carved fpreen and-vermHUon, witii 

At -oiKHt tUt>y mro a dtnn- 
diffitsed from ianuitterAlrie 
in^httrani fiMu(t b»a,oUfulfj' pointed. Tiie lir«i 
id<ia ijbftldlOKKeittf itself od' these 

I&^tatioas of rice, tsoiie most nttfs* 
voraiwa to the marnlity of the O' inese, And 
dorAetf-'fove fur a inoiaent datientoa nitli the-i 
nation.of our otrneuperjoriijr. Ileee! we are 
apt (ooxelaJni, is one of the stroofeat pre6Ai 
of national deinoraiiaation! fur here we s6e 
the viuv wkich in ether countries pays so ntuoh 
hOBUijfc to virtue as to withdraw itself from 
the puhlic i;aee, openly exposed-ooiirtiB)|' 
not shutinint;—puhlieity! Something of this 
kind I*nonfess, passed through my own mind; 
hut a iuotnent’s reflection on the scenes we 
witness in the streets of our ^reat cities, and 
in our theatres, convinced me that as respects 
the meianelioiy case of prostitution, a com- 
parisun with China a mild ho little to our 
advantage, even with all the alluwanoedoe for 
a knowledge of that higher morality whroli 
ohristiaoity iucuicates; that without that at* 
lowance, it would be much in favour of Chi> 


farditAt they do ytslt wlinhfl!Sd| 

plense, hwkever, Willioiit 
restilctfpn. *' 

The most remarkable lioh'iaeBr Catttnii is 
the temple of Honan, hut thpAgn' worthy of 
inspectma, and much larger than 
l^dnn which 1 have already deieribed ; that 
at Caiitoh is very inferior in beauty of struc¬ 
ture. ' At this temple Lord Amherst and kttite 
were located. The most remarkalrte ohjeets 
attttcbed ro it are the sacred pigs, whose dhd- 
sityHs brought to such a pitch of perfeetidD— 
that their legs ito longer support them, and 
they lie still because they cannot move. 

The scenery abont Canton is exceedingly 
vaiied and beautiful; hut it has been so often 
described that 1 will not weary the reader with 
repetition—a boat sail on the river, which is 
the most common recreation of the foreigners, 
continually presents the features of this sce¬ 
nery in new and striking points of view and 
is at once interesting and refreshing. 


aa, where none of the degrading intemperance 
fif Burupe—of England at least, aeoompanies 
the vice, and wlieie the ears oi the passenger 
are not sliouked by language at uuue prophane 
and disgusting. 

Some of the boats that carry on the inland 
trade in China, the nil boats in particular, are 
elegant, safe and commodious nnd at least a 
century in advance of those of Bengal: they 
are entirely roofed over unci pulled or poled 
along, upon exterdai plat-forms which extend 
the wliole length of the boat. The oil boats 
ate particularly fine specimens of boats,—but 
we must gei on shore. 

Ton land in a square, three sides of which 
are formed, by the foreign factories on the 
north ; by one side of’ Minqm the Hong Mer¬ 
chant’s, on the west; and bv the wall of the 
garden of the Cunipapy's Factory or of that 
which was the Company’s Factory on the east; 
and the fourth by the river’s bank crowded 
with boats. 

This square, and a few streets of the su¬ 
burbs at the back of the Foreign Factories 
are the limits to which the Foreigner is re¬ 
strained, by the laws of the Binpire, which 
profess such peculiar humanity and courtesy 
to **distant foreigners;” but Poreigfiers do 
not always pay attention to the lunitatioo. 
e::.Some have wapdered round the city, and been 
well beaten andlhpbbed, by the rascals who 
abotmd in and pehr Canton, and some few 
paeifie apblects oocasionally who walk into 
tire fleidit ttre unmolested. I know one gentle¬ 
man does'so regularly, and on the island 

of IMmtn Opposite Canton you may tgalk for 
mmurwitiiont let or hindrance albeit ooiUrary 
ti^w. There at» certain days' in the month 
Mfever,on trttinli a certain latKnde Upermit- 
..IIh to the Barbarians, w hen they may visit a 
yi^tllea on the bank; the Phartet 


The Foreign Hongs present a connected 
range of buildings in front, like the sides of 
one of our squares in London, only that in¬ 
stead of the narrow doorway opening into the 
single house, you must fancy a wide entrance 
opening into a vista, like Builington arcade or 
any similar passage, and you will have before 
your mind’s eye an image nearly of the en- 
-iianceof the Hongs in ChiiiS. As you proceed 
down the passage, you lind, liowever, that there 
is not a continuous roofing over head, for be¬ 
tween each house or factory, as it is called, 
there is a separation above, although the 
buildings on either side of the passage below 
are continuous. Bach factory is, huw'ever, built 
right over from side to side. The Hongs are, 
ill short, a succession of houses one behind the 
other built on arches over the passage, with 
spaces betweentbem above, through w iitchyou 
behold thecanopy of heaven. The front factories 
which face the square are airy enough, hut in 
the hot weather those at the further extiemiily 
which have all a back door into one of the 
streets of the suburbs, arc awfully warm. In 
other respects some of them are large and 
commodations du ellings. The Company’s Fac¬ 
tory is indeed splendid-but ^11 the world has 
heard of that. 

Society in Canton is of course extremely 
limited, and like too many other small socie¬ 
ties, it is—1 hope I may soon bo enabled to 
say wttt, onfortunately divided into two par¬ 
ties, which have occasionally manifested ipucb 
bitterness of spirit. At the head of these two 
parties are^ two great houses, the houses of 
York and Lancaster of Canton, whose wars of 
the red and white rose, wdte party itis thought, 
the cause of macbi>f the opposition and in¬ 
dignity which Lord Napfer experienced. It 
is quite oertaio that the Hong Merchants were 
too well atvare that the - English ware not 
agreed in .their opinions as to l-ord Ifapier’a 
proceeding; and the knowledge of that fact 
is Of itself sufieient to account for much of 
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tliJit which OG0iirfe4> I hsve no j^^ire. and 1 did not 

«Vi^, ^.;«kRter late patitiea.i ^re «ri«i-i^aitt. Such i» the general ruivi >iMt 

The ftniajifer farea none the wersta iori tltt* di> thAre aiie, exheptioos. I dined with one 
viaion of opinion, for nnleaa he ia ad arrant tJeniaaif-W'iso-d mereitant there, and not 
blockhead, he will not mix liin^t^lf >tp with mejta pleasant partjr at dinner, bu^ we did 
any pgrty^apii fa anre, if lie brings reapectabJe not bmak dp after that , meal, but ndjoaraed 
introdufittona, of being hospitably received, afterwairda td anothervreom'where we were 
a**y all. Changes are taking place, moreover, tooniifterwBrdsj«ined,,by8esernlotlieniMnn‘ 
in Society at Canton, which will soon pat an bers of the community dropping in, iii-a 
end to the state of things described! Every fribndlyvway, and among others were the HVkI 
ship from England almost, brings oiit some ad- editors, of the two Canton JoarnalSr meeting 
dition to the number of foreigncrs,*hew on the neutral ground of the< dowestic eiroM 

are springing up and the namds of two great and forgetful of their public differences ami- 
hoqaes will soon cease to be made, as they have cably joining in the social oonversP of tire 
been made, the watchwords of party, game of whist of the evening. ^ Altogether 

this was one of the pleasantest eveningl I past 
The hospitality the stranger experiences at in Canton. The conversation, both at the fable 
Canton, is almost the only agreeable feature of and in the drawing room, took a wide and in- 
bis sojourn in tliat place. In all other res- teresiing range, and elicited many observati- 
peefs Canton is about the dullest place for an ous from our intelligent host and his particu- 
idler, on the face of the globe. The Society )ar friend, a principal merchant of the place, 
is wholly male, wliicii of itself speaks vilumes which shewed them to be as well informed as 
against the possibility of its being agreeable, tlicy arc honorable and benevolent; but ns f 
and then all the residents with one or two ex- have said this is an exception ; such reumonr 
captions are entirely absorbed in the pursuit are not very common at Canton, and the ordi- 
of gain, and the routine of llici* life is from nary routine of life is to the last degree 
the table to the counting house, from the conn- wearisome, yet that place will eve be associal* 
ting house to Ixul. The hicakfast hour varies ed in my mind with certain grateful reminia- 
in tlie hot weatiicr from B till ]0, the more ge- cenecs of the kindness I experienced there, 
neral dinner hour is 4 o’clock or half past. If and dull as it was, 1 left it with regret, 
conversation is diverted for a while from topics 
merely local, (he misfortune is, it saon*oeases, 

for as soon as the host rises from the table, As I have alluded to the Editors of the (wo 
he must Sondnys excepted (not always 1 Canton Journals both very intelligent ineii, a 
suspect) make his way again to the office where few words on the slate of the press tiiere may 
liF remains till a late hour of the night. In not be out of place. I am sorry to record then, 
the cold weather business docs not cease till that in one respect nothing can well be more 
2 or 3 ill tlieniorniiig sometimes! Wliatalife! humiliating Ilian the uotidilion of the Can- 
I went once before I was initiated into ibe ton Piess.'Flic turtli is, a trutli recently ad- 
customs of the place, to dine with a uierchant mitted w iili great candour and naiveti by one 


to wliom T had a particulai intiodiiction. The 
dinner hour was half past four aifU we sat 
down, a party of some twenty perhaps. The 
dinner of enurse was excellent, but I am no 
gourmand and eaie little about these maliefs. 
There were one or two {lie.sent who could have 
talked on matters of interest far beyond 
the localities of CanPin, hut some how oi 
other, 1 believe if we did deviate a while 
fiom the topics of the place, we suoisgot hack 
to them. At, half past five we rose, and sepa¬ 
rated, each to his particular pursuits. I went 
with a friend to take a sail on the liver; but 
ailhougli 1 knew that wheie I resided we ne¬ 
ver met again in the evening, I thought tlijii 
elsewhere perhaps on a party day when stran¬ 
gers were invited, there might be a difl'crence 
and accordingly went back (o the factory 
where 1 had dined. On looking up, however, 
I was rather surprized not to see the house 
lighted up above, though there ..waifa blaze of 
light below. That—leader, was (he counting 
Iiou^el and my hostsvhen I entered, immedi- 
alefy welromed me back again very cordially, 
and proposed to go up stairs, and have «. mi® 
of tea, buf I perceiyld.hispwn was on his desk, 
aiw vvh^n we Moulded, I Fnund yge w«r« to 
have of 1 alone, of ail 

; , * j ?,it was a.grifiiDi8li 

trick j but experience teaches, as Kfae eupy 


of the Editors, that the twojouinals are chief¬ 
ly snpported by, if not entirely tbe propeity 
of, (lie two leading house of Cantoni If that 
sujipoil had gone no farther than merely sur- 
plying IIIlids for the purpose of establishing 
then journals, and afterwards taking a number 
of copies and supplying^liein with iuteJligeno, 
that would have been all very well, and 1 can 
conceive such a state of things compatible 
with pci feet independence in ilie Editui; hut 
the Editor of the Canton press has.infoimed 
his readers that his picdouessur was turned 
off, because jie ventuied on expressing in hia 
journal opPnious at variance with those of tbe 
liim wliicii supported him on questions of Sri- 
lish police towards China! Of course then, 
the paper is not an organ of public opinion, 
but of that of the private individuals who have 
established it, and the editor can be little more 
than e puppet w hose wires are moved by them. 
It is a matter of great iegret that the Press 
should be in such a slate of dependence, forthat 
tends moiethauany thing else to keep alive 
those party feelings wiiich would otherwise be 
exterminated by a re-action in favour of that 
nrianlpiity which is so desirable in a commut- 
riity so limited* Who tliat know'S any tliiUg 
of the leading men of the opposed parties can 
fail to ianient thgf men honorable and belm- 
volent as they are, possessing in common the 
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I^ud qualiliitt that make them (»teeined by Among the i’erei^aers there Is neae'of thaf 
others, and ahoitld bind them to each other, distinction in society which exists elsewhere, 
ara kept wide"'asunder as the poles, by tnore That of Canton is eomposed chiefly of r^r> 
dH)'er«n43«s in political opinion? The Press chants and their clerks, wlio ail meet each 
atCahiop is in other respects, however, a cre< other at table—and yet in such a place for- 
dittotbe commooity, and is oontinnaliy sup- soothk a Hub on an exclusive principle is set 
plying materials for the future historian'of up II Ido net speak from mere fconjcclure, 
China. The Canton Mt^uler bps been long es- in sybat 1 say of the elToet of this dub. ST 
tabiished and has obtained a reputation for Anew the fact that it does create and keep 
the interesting character of its local dnforhia- alive animosities, for I have heard it lond'ly 
tion-~for the light it has shed on the manners condemued'hy men who would not join it 
and customs of the people. Mr. Slade, the merely otraecoutit of the ill judged and invi- 
Bditor, is a Chinese scholar, though nut I be- diobs eacliisioh 1 have described, and very 
Heve very profound in his knowledge of that justly too; for especially in Canton every 
diflicnit iingnage. The Canton press is of thing which has the siighest approximation 
reCent*origin. Tlie early numbers were indeed to exclusion ought to be discountenanced. I 
sad trash; bnt Mr, Moller, th^ present Editor, do not bcleive that some of the literary gen- 
a Gentian by birth, I believe, is a man of gene-! tlcaicn I have named would become members 
rat itiformaticn and varied talent; he is under of the Club if they were eligible, but conceive 
the disadvantage of addressing his readers in | an institution which exelndcs the most iiitel* 
a iiihgnage which, lhoti;'li he speaks it with lectnal men in the place, which would ex¬ 
great lluency, is foreign to him. It would bci elude an enlightened traveller for example 
wrong to omit rioni a reference to the Canton if such a one should ever visit Canton if he 


Press, most honorable mention of the Chinese '^ hap;it tied not to have the rank of Captain ! 11 
Renositorif, ^ work of which any press may Can any thing be more absurd ? 

■well be pTottd. The Chinese Repository is a 

tmonthly publication edited by the Rev. Mr. , already spoken of Messrs. Hridgman 
Bridgman, a Missionary, aided, I believe, j Monison but I must oinii to mention the 


by Mr. Morrison and occasionally by Mr | U, This gentleman 

Gutz aff, all dist.ngui.slied for their talents and I combines in hini.seif the vocations of Surgeon 


acquirements. Mr. Morrison, the son of the 
celebrated Dr Morrison, mustindecd, at pic- 


and Miissionary. In the first be has a very 
high reputation, and in the opthalmic bospi- 


sfiiit, plead goi ty to the charge cf youlli; but bis care has afforded relief to tbou- 

1 trust he will ive long enough to acquit him- ^f the Chinese. As a Missionary he i.s 

aelf ofthislault. and topvencvv vaiue tothe „ttcily inob- 

work bo assists, by the lieiiclit of Ins tuture the modesty of his manner being 

expermnee. Tlto‘(.//;»Me Repository Uxkc» a equalled by the mildness and bene- 


mosl decided tone in Cliine.so politics, hut may 


only equalled by the mil 
volence of his disposition 


fie is 


be considered perfectly independent The , jliis plan of associating the 

Buccess of this periodical far exceeds that of Missionary and Surgeon in the same per- 

the two Ae5rfom«d«f journals named, lor it lias .son i.s of. recent origin, 1 believe, and like- 

a circulation of upwaids ot 800, and Um tvvo , exceedingly benelieial. In Ma- 

^■st volumes arc out of print I believe! The auspices of Dr. Colledge a 

Chinese Reposxlny \s, iiidt^d, justly le.gardcd jj,jh.scription was being rai.sed to promote inis- 
as a work ol auliioi tty on Chinese afiniis. j, ,,, 5 , p|„n ihougli mis- 

r. .•-ioiiaries may, and certainly for a long time 

Returning to the Society of Canton for a will fail to convert in China, they cannot iail 
moment, I have a few words to say re.spccting to do good, 
one institution there which I hold to be in its 

eonstit ition invidious and injniiuiis. I allude I havcMittle more to say of Canton except 
to a certain club, established on exclusive : to give you a description of a Chinese dinner 
principles, the meetings of which are held !I had at the house of one i^f the Hong Mer- 

at the houses of the Mumbeft an rotation. I chants, but as my memory is rather defective 


None but tnombers of firms are admitted of I will borrow Lieutenant Holman’s account 
the residents, and of the strangers only those which will answer as well; and merely add a 
who are Members of firms, civiiVaiis, oi word or«two upon it. 

Captains in the army or navy. No gcnllcmati 
who is not in one of tiic.se, capacities can at- 


word oretwo upon it. 

*' Mr. Copeland and myaelf accompanied Mr. Heeves 


tend the clnb, and his host, if a member, mast aud his son lo-day, t« diae/o In rnode Chiaois, with one 

Htlrai^tnbsent himself or go and leave tin; merchants named .**J?J*| 

Wiihin h!« o-a»o« nl homo fo il.« .or. »«und. OH our arrival, ready with two of Ins Ch nese 


Within his gates at home, to the scr- ISmre^^T- 
wim—to pbnder perchance on the vanity were conducted lo a circulef table, and each of u« pro- 
UnOO the folly of mankind: now if there vided with a pair of ivory chop-sticks mounted will 
Jw 'Pne'ptace.iu the world in which iqorc than silver, a silver ladle with the handle much curved 
^ any Other, an exclusive a.ssociation «f any i .?i. 

J(ated to create or keep ahve^bickerings and gtond of ^ilar material, aad risemblini in form ai 
Kqimosiiies which ii is desirable U» prevent inverted saucer. This cup yvsI asH ferdftMir^suey 
wtar allay, asBorif^^y that jplace id Canton, sung. the«Hne of ihceeuntitV-MlditW notcoatain mor. 
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than theold^ashioned Ciiineae tea cup; ^ut i^flerdriuk' 
ins the bealtli of one of the party, it waa aaajt) to turn 
the inside of tlie cup towards him to abow it was 
empty. The wine was presetited to ua boiling hoi, and 
our cups replenished at evety retnOve. In addition to 
the above, each Kuropeau was supplied with a' knife 
and fork, and some bread, 'J'he table was laid out with 
eight amall dishes, containing articles to ,whel the ap-; 

1'JV‘tite; such as cold ilried pork, called cliin*chew, grated 
to^ fine that it resembled red-colouied wool; small 
chips of dried salt fish add ham; ro.ist chicken, cut 
into small pieces shaped like dice : pig's tongue; salt 
fish, torn into shreds like flax ; legs of duckt>, cured iii 
the same manner as hams; and a salad, fttniposcd oi 
greens, onions, garlic, salt fish, and eggs, tnixed up uTith 
lar-oil. These delicacies were cold, rtmaioing on the table 
tbrooghout the entertainment, and wcie paid uncommon 
attention toby the t'hinese, at every opportunity afford¬ 
ed them by the remnval of the bowls. 'I'he dinner com¬ 
mented with a large bowl of bird’s nest soup, from 
whi h each person helped himself. We found it very 
insipid until flavouied with soy, as the necessaiy condi¬ 
ments of salt and pepper seem to he wholly neglected 
in Chinese cookery. The .ecoml dish was sliaik's-fia 
soup, with bills of crab, followed hy divers otb rs, amonr 
which was a vegetable soup, made ot prepared <ea-wiel 
ft0111 the coast of .lapno. This weed, whi< h is Crilled 
taycliocy, resemlilcs, in its dried state, the pith I'ound in 
tliu hollow of a quill, hut in tiie soup its taste is similar 
to that of celeiy. 1 here were also in this soup slices of 
young banihoo, and roots of tiie while and watei lily, 
each having a p,.viiliar and agreeable flavour. Alter the 
soups came slewed mut'un, cut as fine and tender as 
Veimicelli; the gravy delicious, This was followed b; 
roasted pigeons'eggs in a very rich gravy. We found it 
110 easy m>Utcr, however, to tranaler these eggs from the 
bowl lo our cups by the means of the chop sticks. Tho 
Chinese, do not cleaii or change their r.hop-alicSs duriug 
the dinner, hut each thrusts his own into every di-li, ami 
helps himself thruuglioul the repast. They also con-i- 
tier It exceedingly polite to help a foreigner with then 
tlinp-slieks, alter having eaten willi them themselves 
li'oiii various dishes. Next came roasted pork, the skin 
of which wa-, solved up hy iiscif as a peculiar delicacy, 
having been hied brown lU fat, and cut into squares 
Aoast capons iulloweil and were, lountl oxeeedmgly ten 
der, having lieeii leil on ground riee. Slewed teal was 
then .served, followed by stewed pigeons, mushroom, 
ducks, fish, and a niiinbcrless variety of dishes, of the 
names o< many of which we weic, of eouift, ignorant 
At the roncin.sion a large bowl of rice was seived up. .is 
hot iis possible, with sundry square pieces of salt fish to 
give it a relish. To eat a bowl or two of this rice as Uie 
■ wind-up' ota hearty dinner,is consideicd hy the Chinese 
as a sign of a gond constitution (one thing is pretty clear, 
that It is a pi.iut of a strong and capaciou.s stomui'li). and 
our Inends all.icked it acconliugly. We had neither but 
ter nor cliee.se oil the table, a -1 lie oatives do not milk Ibur 
cows in the neiglibourliood ot (Canton, and foreigners are 
therefore obliged to provide themselves v^tli cows for 
their own puiposes. Our host mlopted the English cus¬ 
tom, and set the example of drinking wine with each 
other; while we, nt the same time, followed the Chi-, 
nese mode of salutation, repeating the woid chin-chin, 
and inclining the cup towarils the person whose health 
w« drank, to slutw that we bad emptied its contents. , 


•' Wine fills the veins, and healths are understood, / ’ 
To give our friends a title to our blood.*’ 

Waller. 

'V ^ , I \ 

** This wjneis extracted from. rice,.and ^lumgh by. no 
ffleans'strong, itais raiher.a pfepsa'pt,flavour. Thuy drink 
it exceedingly hot, with' the idea that it is an appetuer, 
and assists dlgestinn. It seents'lo be-used on the eawe 
principle as iiie warm liquor of the Roman epionresi 
whiiVenliWed them to continue at sapper all oif^t loa^ 
Weshada dessert of preserved and dned frnita, fuilearro 
by tea ; after which we took oar leave.'* 

i ^ 

Of the wine which Lieutenant Hoiotan calle 
Sur^~sung, 1 never heard. That we had at the 
dinner at which I atsieled, was called dftoo-ine 
a.s nearly as I could catch the pronoeoiation. 
We bad some siRips also not mentioned in the 
above description; one of these which came 
after the soup of shark ^n*, was a soup of shark 
skills and fish maws,and as for knives and forks, 
we had no such conveniences, but merely chop¬ 
sticks and small poicciain ladles for the soup. 
Our ythics were not circular but oblong and 
covered with embroidered scarlet cloth, as 
were also (he chairs. Chinese cookery appears 
to me to he made up of greu.se and mucilage ; 
all the soups and stews arc valued merely for 
their aphroditic qualities, “ to makee iirotig”, as 
the Chinese elegantly express it in Canton 
English and as for thcircold dainties, which 
rcnitnn on the tabic, heaven preserve me from 
tlieiul 1 got one mouthful against which my sto- 
intioli so iiislaulaneously and powerfully re¬ 
belled, that if I had pot fortunately picked up 
with iny chop sticks a bit of pickled ginger, one 
of the best things on the table, I know not what 
might have been the consequence, but at pre¬ 
sent 1 must bid you adieu, nut for want of more 
to say, but in mercy to your space and your 
readeis. t — Literary Gazette, Jau.W. 

COSMOPOLITE. 


• Thft Chiiine Repository gives soma specimens of this 
EiikIi.sIi, nbu'li I will ask fhu some day to rc-pubiisb 
witii a tiiinslulioa, which 1 will supply,aud which is in- 
<li$l>vti 8 ablt! to the unimtialeU. 

t Permit me in a note, to qualify a remark I made in 
niy last in leference to Chin.iery. 1 said that of late ithad . 
lieea the fashion to underrate him : 1 should have added 
in some few quarters ; and I ought also to have remark¬ 
ed, as 1 do qpw, that I never heard but one opinion of 
Chiunery among men of the least knowledge or taste in 
an. 
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[by the reformer.] • 


The fond next ip importance to that from 
Calcutta to Bombay, which wo fully dea- 
orJbed In a past ttum^r, is, particularly in a 
oommercial point of yiew,^tbat from hence to 
Assam, through the Khasstab.lliUi, The first 


portioiS -of this road is confined to the D^ta 
of the Ganges, which it crosses in a dlfeot 
line, from Basaswtlo.Dacca via Jessore. T^ia 
portion, though.*ifot ye* completed, may'be 
considered, ss traveller anti the 


C2 
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BHBrohsnt-. ^htil very lately convicts were 
empli^ed ..c^ tkis road under an execiitlve 
engineer;. i^it| as the greater Importanoe of 
the mlHiaiyroad, now under eonstrnction 1>e- 
iween tlris and Benares, more urgently ret]uir> 
ed .their presence in that a uarter, thither they 
have been sent. A very baa part m tbjs mad is 
that which is passed after'his leavingBarasith 
The iract of country oyer whiefi’ ft runs^ is 
IdW hnd marshy, composed of stiff cla^, whfeh 
when wetted by the rain, becomes impassable. 
To make a good road over this, would he very 
difficult and expensive. Perhaps a better, 
though a little longer route, towards the north, 
sbonid bo pi'eTerred. The line may first proceed 
from. Barasut along the Hooghly River to 
Cliggdab'i and thence strike erstward to Bun- 
gong. By (bis route the low country and the 
bad sot) are avoided, and an excellent road, 
with trees on either side, made by a liheraf in¬ 
habitant of Jessore, might be taken advantage 
of. This route, however, as we have stated, 
is not so direct as that over the low country 
wc have mentioned, which, if GovernVnent 
thiuk (it, might be opened by forming a bund 
or cause-way, and thus raising the path above 
the level of the surrounding country. 

Prom Utingong to Jessore the road lies over 
a good soil, which is passable throughout tiie 
year. From Jessore the greatest difliotilty 
experienced, is in cros.4ing the numerous arms 
of the* Ganges which intersect the country. 
There is, however, a gdod bund road from 
Malimudpoor to J.he Ganges, which occupies 
about half of the distance between Jessore | 
and Hajigiinge, on the Ganges. The worst 
part of the road occurs immediately on cro.ss 
ing the Ganges; for from this point to Dacca, 
a distance of mure than 30 miles, the country 
is a complete morass, and during the niins,en- 
iiiely under water. It Is also crossed by many 
nullahs of various sizes, which render travel¬ 
ling at any season tedious and difficult. To 
make a good road aroross tliis portion of the 
country, would require a very high bund and 
many bridges and drains for the passage of 
water, the expenses of which would amount 
to peiliaps a lakh of lupees. If the Govern¬ 
ment are not prepared to incur this expense 
on so small a portion of the road, a circuitous 
route through a better soil raaat be adopted. 
Perhaps the Ganges may be crossed at a 
higher point than tlajigunge, and the route 
pursued in a more northerly course'to Sah- 
poor on the Dulasery braiieb of the Ganges, 
and'tiiaooe eastward to Daoca. By tliis route 
fower nullahs and a higher tract of country 
would to be crossed. 

present our information on the road 
f(^ Dacca, to Silhet, is very scanty. The 
pVer wV'oh it passes is intersected by 
jl^y rivecs..\«Km ^fi'onms’ijilifcti branch <001 
.'^bm the Okitges and the M^na. The bdst 
.point for ero8Sii^4b<9 M«gna v^ul^* however, 
Ixiratw place oallfd JKuraingdy, where the rlyer 
is not divided Ib^ so many branches is at 


other parts in this neighbOurghood. 'Hm road 
would then proceed along the banks of.thta 
river in a Siorth-dasterly direction to S^t- 
poor, whence leaving tire Megoa it might 
strike in a mote'imsterly direction towards 
Silhet, passinjt'Baiiia'ohang, Ajua, Cnitya, and 
.Riml'iaag, which places are in a direct lin|^. 
between Snjutpoor <>« tlm Megna and SilheC 
From the former place there is another route 
to Silbet, via Tarrof in a more easterly direo'- 
tion and nearer to the Tipperah Hills ; hut 
we*,have no reason as yet to prefer it to the 
former, via Buniachung. 

Tl^e road from Silhet towards Assam, fol¬ 
lows the course of the Cosec river to Gyntiah- 
poor, a place with the name of which our rea¬ 
ders are well acquainted, as being the seat of 
a Rajah whose territories have been conliscatr 
ed by Lord Bentinck. Gyntioh is on the first 
range of the mountninons tra<‘t w liicli inter¬ 
venes between thedistrict nf Silhet and the val¬ 
ley of Assam. Prom this place we proceed 
to Chirraponnjee, another range called the 
Khassiah Hills, and inhabited liy a ludc peo¬ 
ple. The importance of a mute through 
these iiills into A-ssam, opposite fionahattv, 
ha.s long been acknowledged, and partial at¬ 
tempts have been made at times to open a 
good rqad; but the hilly nature of the cnuiilry 
is a formidable obstacle in the way of such an 
undertaking. There are three routes which 
the native mountaineers use. That to the 
westward crosse.s streams which run we.>t- 
ward, and that 10 the eastward is intersected 
by streams flowing in the opposite direction. 
Both these roads are very difficult in the 
rains, owing to the mountain torrent.s, wliioh 
swelling at this season, become extremely 
dangeroti$ for travellers. There are also many 
marshes and thick junglees to cros.s, whioh, 
during the rains, are very unlicHltiiy to peo¬ 
ple, not inured to the climate. But the third 
route, via Nunklow,,,which is between the 
other two, is oonsidered the best. R\ follow¬ 
ing this, the greatest number of stream.s are 
avoided on either side, and the country, being 
generally higher, is free fmm noxious marshes 
and tliiok"Jnngles. This tract of hilly country 
might he cro.ssed in about four days, when 
the road opens upon the plains of Assam. 

This district, comprising in itself a king¬ 
dom, is, properly speaking, an extensive v«d. 
ley, lying between the Bhooton hin.s. which 
join the Himaliah, and the GBrrnw.v, which 
separate Assam from SUhet and Miintpoer. 
The great Burbmapoottra river, taking its 
rise in the Himaliah, opens into the eastern 
extremity of this great .valley at Suddyah, 
and, sweeping along the wboie extent of As- 
sam^iis (wta Bungamutty, in a westerly direc¬ 
tion, changes its course towards the south 
and describing a large'carve, joins themighty 
Ganges, Just before its entrance into the 
ocean. This valley, extending from Suddyah 
to Rungamutty, is called Assssm. ^eiwad 
which wv are pursuing opens into this val- 
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ley tt Gowahutty, aatj, in its K»neral dlrec- 
tiott, inuajC fallow Hie course of the Burliina> 
pooura. The comitry is, howeveS-, described 
as unfavourable, consisting of.higit grass jun¬ 
gles, ami in tjie rains very much inundated : 
but the soil is rich and well adapted to the 
cullivation of indigo, and rioc in the lower 
parts. The importance of the road along this 
vaitey depends partly on the valuable pro- 
doptions which Upper Assa,ai promises to 
yield: the tea, if found to succ^d, would 
alone pay for all the outlay ^lat may bedn- 
curred iu improving this lately acquu-cd 
country. 

We cannot help notiein<; in this place, the 
great exertions Captain Jenkins, the Governor- 
General’s Agent in Assam, has, for souietinie 
past, been making to improve this district. For 
many years before the late Bnrmese war, 
which brought it under our dominion, Assam 
had been a prey to the rapacity of the Bur¬ 
mese on the south, and of many nameless 
hordes of mountaineers on the north. All 
these piedntory tribes have, however, been 
awed by the poiver of the British Government, 
and Assam again begins to smile under its 


mildadmioistraUoo. The present proiniyiiif 
state of the country Is attiibuiahle chiefty 
the judicious management of Capain Jenkins, 
vihoha.<i dune all in his power to inspire oonii- 
dcnce id the people nd encourage settlers of 
every,description. The eastern frontier of As¬ 
sam, bordering as it does on the.Chinese l^m- 
pire,{sof impurfanoe.bibihin acomrne'r'ch|la.nd 
political point of view ; and Hi proper jettl^ 
ment isf therefore, of the greatest cotu^m 
qitenoe to the prosperity and defence of the 
British Indian EinpirOt 

’There are two very important branch ' roads 
which may be struck out from theg)iie we have 
been describing ;one from Dacca, via Tfintta- 
gong towards j^rracan, as far a.s the British 
dominions extend in that direction ; and ano¬ 
ther fromSilhet eastward, tow'urds Afunipoor, 
which makes a near approaoh to the capital 
of the Burmese Empire. We have no time 
just now to enter into a description of these 
routes : hut wc shall take an early opportuni¬ 
ty of returning to the subject, when we shall 
lay before our readers such information as 
we have been able to collect regaiding these 
roads.— Bengal Herald, Jan 29. 
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The Government of India have come to the 
great resuliiiicn, and have partly cireoted it, 
tqgive to the next ireneratioii of a population 
of about one hundred niillion.s of souls, a well 
adapted general and special education; this 
must raise them fiom that primordial .state of 
apathy, ignotance, and helplessness, to an 
enligblcned social life, and thereby biing 
tliein nearer to that universal bond whicli 
unites all civilised naii^ms through beneficial 
mutual intercourse. Tims by developing their 
faculties and expanding their minds by the 
diffusion of useful knowledge, they also will 
enter the great arena of light, which is be¬ 
coming more and more expanded by the vast 
progress wliiuh arts and sciences are now 
making. ^ 

The instruction of a neglected, and until 
our days untutored peoplq, who have remain¬ 
ed stationary in the course of their knowledge 
for tbou.snnds of years, under the inllaenoe of 
religions prejudices and worldly despotisms, 
is indeed an undertaking of immense conse¬ 
quence. It was a blessing of Providence that 
the day arrived when strhngers, laifding from 
distant isles, became (he rulers of (he country; 
and that now an enlightened Government of¬ 
fers a paternal emancipation from the dark* 
ness and slavery of./prmer ages. 

Indeed, the spread of general knowledge'is 
the great engine wfaioii idsnres prosperity in 
•very way; it seqnres the bletsi^s of the 


1 in.structed iniillitude, and creates an attaoh- 
I ment to the lienefuutor, urMciiown to the neg¬ 
lected son of nature. 

And is any people more fit and ripe for the 
henetil of civili.sation, than the intellectual 
soft minded Indian? Scarcely has the gre.nt 
work of education began, and yet with what 
success have the first endeavours been crown¬ 
ed !—what do they promise in future ? 

It is, tlierefore, of th/greatest consequence 
to ponder well what parts of cdacation are 
the best adapted to be given after the first 
elementary instruction! 

Tlio study of Netiiral History is nndoubt- 
edly one qjT the most inportant and beneficent. 
Many may consider it entirely unneccssgry, 
many not suited for Indians—or prematpre. 

• 

But let ns examine the study of nature in 
a double point of view; first considering the 
use and advantage derived from Ute contem¬ 
plation of the works of God, and afterwards 
viewing the effects emanating from its con¬ 
templation, • 

JT 

The grit may be subdivided into, l.st, pure 
.inteUeotual advantage; 2ndiy as a reor^- 
tion. 

• ,/ ' '"‘f'iliv 

Is there iiot*ii;icreftt satisfaction rn tbapur 
suit of truth 1 'IPoea not a discovered Mtitb; 
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widcsn (Hir and ma|ce thn^ 

tdn' Inquiries and jnteKtig'ation ? 

And is truth, twHioty, wisdom, and 

b«ttal:; 'tno^‘ niiited then in the worhs of| 

Qdd? : 


' People spend their tifetime in study inf the 
works o(. scrtt|itors and painters, and i^ever 
ce'aAe to admire the beauties of a statue as a 
masterpiece of perfection. And y.et*the nio'st 
spiendld productions Sf human genius 4 rejt 


selves in th^opposite.extreme ‘f they liav«4e> 
nied the existence ot ix highoi' proifMenett., 
and helieve^he world a.mere etianoe ur me* 
ehasicaiiy working machine. - Let them study 
Nainral History, add trill find tt the hast 
preservatirun against Atheism ; their morals 
will encrease, for they witf-fee eonvioeed^ef 
an Almighty and ali«watchitig pi^idenee^'’ 
manifesting iUolf ttiropghoiit' Nature,--«tbOy 
will no more believe themselves tools in the 
hands of a blind fate, but cherished ohildi-en 


nothing: hut a faint imitation of the works of in ihe hanfls of a heaveoly, boantiful r»lher. 
“<s'’reation, those are the pure inodfels of perfeo- " 

tinn front which ©very Imitation ^ derived. Let ns now consider Natural History as a 
They aie tl»e never vanishing tyi^es of this reoreatton for the man of leisure and busi- 
great altelier, as busy in the formation of a j ness, 
microscopic animalcule, vegetable pollen i 

dust, and searcoly visihio mineral crystal, and j ^ ^^n imbued with the love of nature from 
as perfect in it, as lu the construction of a find in the midst of luxury 

planetary system. abundance of every kind, his life mono- 

a ^ 4 . „ tnnoiis, tiresome, or even odious, as so many 


the elevation of mind is in direct pregrress 
with the grentnes.s of the object, the human 
mind must loose itself in the extension of the 
world; but certainly a water drop with its 
myriads of creatures is ns sublime as a milky- 
way of stars, and perliaps more adapted to 
create wonder and admiration in the multi¬ 
tude, than all snns and stars together. 


The great indiflTercnce shown to the study 
of Natural History, arises from the total igno 


rounds him will appear in a diiferent light, and 
w'ill be a source of gratification. In every tree 
or blade of grass, he salutes a u'ell-kiinwn 
friend, and in every new object he wel- 
eoiiies a stranger, whose acquaintance he will 
be most desirous to make. Rverv walk or drive 
W'ill discover to liiin new beau ics, new testi¬ 
monials of the pcrfeclion of the creation, and 
many «f the rising generntiun will abandon 


their harems, horses, dogs, hookahs, and opi¬ 
um, as the only objects worlliv for iheii atten- 

, , , . , , , ,, ,, Ition. For the man of business it is ceriainly 

lanre of what exists, from the pM.able j relaxation 

.corn with which men of the world regard the , 

worm they tread* under tlioMr fool, because observations and study is opened in 

they conauler themselves to be the only pride | Emopean ! thousands are spread 


of creation, 

The oontempinlion of ohjcct.4 of Natural 
History, leads to the oonelHsion that there is a 
design in their formation, and a nearer inspec¬ 
tion convinces all of the superioritv of that 
design beyond any description ; a still closer 
examination shows this most perfect design 

universe, and 


over the country, who consider their existence 
only as an honorable exile. 

The military man is frequently at a loss how 
to spend his leisure time ; the civil servant is 
equally at a loss for innocent and ainiising 
relaxation ; what a inhss of infortnaliori could 


apread throughout Hie universe, and this j be gathered, if throughout India, only one or 
brings us to llie concinsion, that there must be i two men existed in every station, wlio studied 
one Designer and Maker: therefoie. Natural j the products of their neighhoiirhood,—if in 
History leads us to the knowledge, and mani¬ 
festation of one great i^Aker and preserver. 

Of what immense nse, therefore, is the study 
of Natural history to the Hindrfo ^onth! Lost 
from their ipfanny in the labyrinthsof their 
Gods, and mythological objects; wrapped in 
.superstitions mystery and observation of mere 
.forms, a know]ed|i;eof nature would very soon 
|iha4 them te.extricate themselves; they woold 
fefesent.e,,j|pw much this kind of worship is be- 
'peat]h.^^ignit'y of the deity, and they would 
soon be brought to the knowledge of the pqly 
(r«e and gce& creator; withont attacking di- 
reOtly thetfuillpde of wor^p, Uiey tliemsetyes 
bai^i 


would abati^n Gteit Ii^atry; theiiv ripened 
mind wonld seek truth, and Le .prepared 
toamh.racfe ^ apperior positive* religion. On 

thoSsands^of them, 


--- niyiWpiries in- 

snffioient and abantd, hot they have leit Ihein- 


-WM 'have all 


every iiupdred miles a little collection was 
erected and mutual exchance and commu¬ 
nication established throughout the country. 
A new epoch would begin ic. India! 

It is natural th|§4h{$ exist beCaose 

the deepest ignottthde relghs (with few excep¬ 
tions) thdmghont India in matters of Natural 
History. Let schools, therefore, be establish¬ 
ed, let the youth be aware, what an abundant 
field of investigation surrounds every onp, 
and in ten years how great will foe the 
change, to the inexpressible satisfaction of 
every individual, and immeasurable 

benefit of the country, and then the .tedions- 
ness of a ooantrV life would seldom be heard 
of. 

“ Thus may our Jivesexempt trom'ifkfelie ' 

Find tongues in tiees, books la ^okiag fimofc^ 
Surm«iu<a itonie and good in' every ’ttiiog.*’' 
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I ooaltl exfen<| my arg'iiment mifoh lonj^or 
in re«oiB«»endii>j(; Natural History as aoqfiir> 

. IRK aiiii preserving ii£aUii» and Gating an in^^ 
exiiaiitible source of pleasure; but let me 
hasten to llie seeond partite the positive'> n<]n 
vantages pf, the etndy, for tliorc are many wl*« 
look only for material use and boneOt; those 
• ate not easMy nonviimedi evidence must be 
pot clear before their eyes. 

Every tiling wliicli administers to oor wants, 
comforts and luxuries, is derived from the p(o< 
doetions of nature; it is the great storelioflse 
never exhausted, nay scarcely opened. In 
the pfiinitive sUte of nature and rudeness iiieu 
have studied nature much mure than we do, 
directed by necessity, aided by chance, and 
contrived by instinct, observation and analo¬ 
gy. And are we not ashamed to use the light 
kindled by savages, without aiming to spread 
it to an all-iiluininating toioli? Europe, 
roused froin the apathy of centiiiics, nourish¬ 
ed by despotism, enjoys the time of peaceful 
liberty to the great beneGt of mankind. Che¬ 
mistry, zoology, botany, mineralogy make dai¬ 
ly progress since the last ceiiiury. But what 
has been done in India? The few scientiGc 
men who were allowed by a particular fa¬ 
vour to sacrifice llieir life and health by too 
gtcal exerlions, to examine India, fell ei¬ 
ther victims, or were pooily soppurtey. Few 
enjoy the opportunity to continue their exer¬ 
tions; and if hnndieds had spent their life¬ 
time in India, they could have only partly 
lifted the heavy veil which covers this im¬ 
mense country ? Science and love for it must 
generally and e\ciy where be spiead to pio- 
duce permanent elfects. The people of India 
possess precious riches of indeterminable ex¬ 
tent! Chance has brought them forth, and 
many medicines, drugs, dyes, and other pro- 
dnclioiis for manufactures are ttsedly the na¬ 
tives. Bill have ever Englishmen condo- 
acended to examine then throughout, tried <o 
make them generally useful, much less to co*d- 
sidei them as articles of exportation? 

It wonld be too long to treat of them all; 

I will only try to draw attention to one of tlic 
most impoitant articles, the colourifig vegeta¬ 
ble matters, which are now, as articles of cum- 
Rierce for Euroqp, of the grcatc.st importance. 
The number of clotlsxprinting manufactures 
increases daily ; of what consequence,there¬ 
fore, is the discovery of one single durable 
peimanent colour? , 

For yellow colours weld, saw-wart, dyers 
.broom, fustel, freuchberries &c. are.used in 
•Europe; scarcely one of them is bhronghoot 
applicable i they want substitutes, and Eu¬ 
rope resorts 'to America, which, neglecting 
Hindostao, is genefally the Grst consulted. 
The yellow wood is imported from Brazil and 
the yeMow oak from the Anotts 
L is brought from 

the East Indms.^.i^tl are, valuabte, but cer¬ 
tainly India Proqiipeg much, toore durable yel¬ 
low colours; but nobody tafcos th|i, pains to 
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examtuo them. Of bine coloring niattera | dp 
not venture to speak, because India pos^tm 
in the indigo an invaluable article, whhltl 
could scarcely be overcome by any other sub¬ 
stitute. 

• 

Qf red ooluring vegetable matters, madder 
and opchincal arc the most imporiatit; botjh 
could he culiivaiud la India, scarcely an at¬ 
tempt has Iwen made. The noua, (giiilandi- 
na) and the ohajaver^oldeiifandia unselietta) 
would be Buhstitutes for them,—could be given 
at perhaps half the price, and an income mea-. 
soring itself with at least a part of the reve¬ 
nue from Indigo might be realised for the 
country. * • 

Of both of tHIso, though daily used in Hin- 
doustan, scarcely in.Eurnpe any thing would 
have lieen known, if OunIVeville, a much neg¬ 
lected and much injured nalurali.st, had not 
brought thorn to France, whcie they were af¬ 
terwards examined in Mnehlliauxe. 

• 

The log wood and Brazil wood furnish « 
great snuice of income to Mexico, the Aiitil- 
Ifs, and Brazil; wbysliould India be exclu¬ 
ded from this proGt ? It possesses, as already 
known, in the sapan wood and pterocarpus 
suantalins great riches, but seaicety any body 
can show, which are the trees that 'produce 
it, on account of the general ignorance and 
indiiTercnce of the people; and if a spo- 
ciitatiug man would make a trial of exporta¬ 
tion oni> as ballast, be would be obliged to 
ask perhaps from the celebrated Kobert Brown 
in England, the favor to give liiin if specimen 
of a branch ft urn the tree, wuuder with it to- 
the peiiinsiili. in the woods, and ask the 
trees there if they rocogin.se the dried plant as 
one of their own ! For, strange to say, in the 
whole of India exists not one authentic ber- 
baiian to consult, those of England having 
hitherto been considered as quite sufficient. 

But the coloring matters form only a small 
pait of the riches of Inula. How much might 
be said, of all kinds of varnishes which are 
equally good and could furnish the whole 
World, if explored and used in India, and 
rival in perfection with those of China I How 
much muie might also be said of the nume¬ 
rous and ^diOcrent gums,—how much of its 
bondiedi'old oils. The above will suffice as 
far as regaids articles of commerce itt vegeta¬ 
ble meters. 

Animal objects are entirely neglected.. 
Nobody in Europe knows that India possesses 
three particular kinds of silk worm, of wiiich 
every oqe yields more than double the quan¬ 
tity qf silk yielded by the sill^ worm in Eu¬ 
rope, and that millions of cocoons are produ¬ 
ced wild in.-the jungles of the Sunderbuus 
and^intiie upper country ; without speaking of 
the differeul kinds of bees which swarnt^in 
the woods a»d where the coliectiug qf the 
wax would, if re|Med,be a considerabletuuroe 
of.revenue. ' 
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Of tb« p^;Ob^iQlis af the minei’af kime^om 
I ithiie>pn to speak. Tlie most nrfci- 

en^fpye^mknta worked mines, the conquer- 
ibg ;wherev«r they settled, paid to 

the votjiting. of mines great aUrntiun: and if 
wir .'industrious and peaceful days condemn 
{ltd ki’Hent thirst for gold and, gilyef df the 
ounqtferots of the first discoverers of tito new 
SvdiJd,: there are other not leSs‘preqiottA.jqe- 
tafs, which are of greater use than Qte ridhes 
of Mekico and Peru. iWhat would,tm inqre 
thatursei, titan that India should work its own 
fion, load, cupper, and tin mines, and it is not 
surprising that to this day coal is imported 
from England in which India so greatly 
abounds. J^ssingpver the manifold advantages 
which the agiicaltuiist would earn fioni the 
tliscovery apd application cf new food for 
Ititnitelf .and bis cattle, from materials lor 
.(^othihig, and those substitutes ior hi.s house 
iidid; I come to another most uiiportant point. 

Much has been lately said of a committee 
appointed to examine the medicinal indige* 
nous plants, to use them as .substitutes for exo* 
tic,and very deardrugs, which would diminish 
the enormous expenses of the Medical depart¬ 
ment. ' This is certainly very laudable and 
desirable. India must possess many hidden i 
treasures, and coining age will b«! surprized' 
that it was possible, that they remained so 
long unknow'ing ; it is a great task, which will 
afford much lime before ii is pioperly settled, 
but it is a problem which, if solved, will not 
only prove of benefit to ,Hin<lo8tan, but to the 
w.h^e medical and sufi'ering world, and the 
diseoverel* of a second specific like quinine 
wilt he imrooitalized by posterity. This would 
be one of the first steps of Ooveriiirient to avail 
ilnelf of the peculiar riches of its splendid em¬ 
pire, which lie round about every where, and 
which tu pu.ssess, needs nothing but to stretch 
out the band. 

I finish my observations about the direct 
and materia] advantages of tiie study of Na¬ 
tural History, by inSntioiiing another u.se to 
G<h ernment. It is one of the first endeavours of 
e\ery Government to have an exact know¬ 
ledge of eveiy part, province, and district of 
its ftossession.s,—to know its resonrees. 

India is snch a va.st empire, that,ages would 
elapse before Europeans of scientific edoea- 
tfoft could traverse it in all directions. The 
prodnr4ions of mineralogy and botwiiy are 
those, which it is most necessary should be 
^ kwpwn, as already shown, on aecoiint of their 
dopp exijl^ ^ith agrieulture, roaiiufaetures, 
anf^jlBiiimerce : themoie, therefore, persons 
ha^jir a knowledge of those objects are 
.ihtouglioiil the country, the more may 
.flPGoaernmeut draw valuable informaiiun 
The enlightened Hindoo 
iH^W;;f«t ^o^pi!Maetrate,,qvery uoriwr of 
^^nkdosiitl, ahtt .|f p>rop«rIy iostruoted in Natux 
the persops «rh» might 
|rfnrnis£i theVCfoiMro^ment with tbq"^st -ek- 
teisded inforiiiaoto from every quai^r. Far* 


Jllfr U is Wst important that OoTeymstpot 
should explore ail A.via, atidknore partkalar- 
•ly the siirrqunding countries, kitherte quiije 
inaeressihle to the civiliaed world- If't® 
every migitfon, pofiflpjii] agept, orpolitical .|ra- 
¥eiieh^ij^pf .an AegJo*lndifui of a 
wfisatte^edi w^o handmade a courseofHjid- 
ral,t|i|{to6ki» .sf»dy« how soon wo»id4fif 
ductibnii Central A«ia be known,, a, stj- 
mnlns given to commeroial intefeoursef and 
by this the resouroes of the country increased ? 

« 

'Valuable asf the information is of Xiient. 
Burnes, It would have been still, more so, if 
scicniilic infonmatibn relative to the maoifold 
natural productions of the oonntries vi«ted 
had been included in bis publication. To 
tiiis-day, however, the jealoo.>«y of the native 
neiglibouring powers makes the ardent efforts 
on the part of Europeans to penetrate their 
territories, with few exeeplions, quite imprac* 
ticable, whilst little or no diffienUy would be 
presented to the entrance of a scientific Na¬ 
tive. 

All this could he achieved with mwlernte 
expense, begining with' one or more solioois 
of Natural History. The taste for it would 
soon be develupcd, and the profits derived 
from its application would induce many to 
study that from cupidity which they have 
neglecfed to embrace from iove of truth. The 
most eminent scholars, taiigiit in the first 
schools, could be appointed in minor districts ; 
ifrom town to village and to cottage, a general 
knowledge of their own country would spread 
with lapitily, and the next geneiation would 
wonder that tlieir forefathers had been so 
blind. 

Tlie first step of a regularly established stu¬ 
dy in Natural History, would be the knowlecfge 
of the existenne of all the thousand mineral, 
vegetable, and animal productions; out of 
tlii.s would flow the j»econd gieal part—the 
exiiininaiion and application of eveiy useful 
article to common and general purposes. 

No science, which can be applied to the so¬ 
lution ofosueh questions, ca.n be deemed by 
any man of common understanding, as inap¬ 
plicable or unconnected wiU( the welfare of 
nations, and with benefit of individuals. Na¬ 
tural History most, thereforo, in its moral and 
pcanlicable application, hold ainongest sci¬ 
ences for^ever, one of the most distinguished 
planes. 

It is consequently the duty of every Go¬ 
vernment, and that of India irt panicular, .to 
encourage as much as possible the study of 
Natural History; If only on aceotint of (he 
ahsointe certainly that thd pursuit Natural His¬ 
tory originates new ffiseoVeries, that new' dis- 
ooverios open new sources of eominercd‘'add 
prosperity, and that promerity and eoipmeroe 
eporease.liNt i' ‘ ' 

, V '■ ‘O' • '*1, ^ 1 ■' .(• 

„ A. HTRANGHR. 
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It was towards the close of the year 1835, 
after nearly six months’ residence in the 
“Mauritius,” that 1 drew up the following 
slight sketch of the “ noirs” of the island in 
their then state of apprentissage and their ap¬ 
parent qualiKcations fur the uniimited eman¬ 
cipation into which they were ab^ut to be 
ushered. The opinions 1 have, formed of this 
class, wlietlier accurate or not, are at le'iist 
the sincere, deliberate result of my individual 
observation, supported by the collective ex 
perience of many residents on the island. It 
would be disingenuous to affirm that 1 arrived 
in the Mauritius with a mind wholly unbi¬ 
assed on this interesting question. 

From early youth a warm admirer of Fox 
and Wilhcrlorce, and one to whom tli>f veiy 
term of slavery was iustantaneousiv siigires 
tiveof the enchaining cloquriice of St. Piei- 
re, and the contagious pathos of Steioc, I 
can scaicely be said to have sat down an iin- 
piepossesscd judge on a cause, in wliicli bond¬ 
age and free iuin, the slave owner and his 
tiansfcirible human stock, were biought into 
anlagunisni. Should titc result of my ubscr 
vatiun then set-m to any one iinuarraotabiy 
indulgent to the planter and sevcio*to tiic 
noii, let him at least do me the justice of re¬ 
collecting, tiiat 1 liad lurid my self of a pi ioi 
prepossession in favour of the negroes, ere 1 
could calmly and impartially adjust the con¬ 
flicting incuts of the question. For some 
period antecetleiii to my arrival in the island, 
the new iiinlilution of “ apprentissage” had 
replaced tlie ancicni system of slat ciy, an I 
the arbitrary power of punisbmciit before 
vested in the propiiclor, had been cumpletely 
annulled ; while the ’* Judge special,” an of¬ 
ficer of new creation, was appointed to hear 
and decide on the eumplaiiils of tiic “ a|*- 
prentis” against Itis inuAer, as also of the mas- 
tor ugaint his “ apprciitis.” The iriegulari- 
ties of the planter and the deliiiqueiieics of 
the noir, were thus subjected to tlie same tri- 
bt.nal, and conviction was followed^by a pro¬ 
portionate punishment to the guilty.* 

That the “ habitans” should have regarded 
tliis'iiew court, Which arrogated to itself the 
piivileges they had unco enjoyed, with jea¬ 
lousy and alienation, is at least natural ; but 
that it should have been on the whole dista.sie- 
ful to the negroes, for whose peculiar favor 
and convenieneo it was instituted, may seem 
unaccountable,—but is not the less an indis¬ 
putable fact. This is owing to the greater 
severity of the punishment awariAd by the 
magistrate, than that formerly inflicted by the 
proprietor for olfcncets of the same degree. 

Itis notorious that the punisiiinent a slave 
formerly incurred frtm liis master for a grave 
felony, was little severer than that inflicted 
by an European pedagogue on a truant school¬ 
boy. To illuslirate what t believe to be the 


prevailing feeling of the “ apprentis^’ on this 
suiyect, I shall insert veibuliin a fragementof 
a dialogue between two negro women, as over- 
heard and reported to me by an Englisli gen¬ 
tleman long resident in the island. “ Fino 
tinfes these !” commenced one. Now, if wa 
ar6 impudent, giave mauvuis raisons to our 
mistresses, ue are punished more severely 
tlian formerly when convicted of a theft. I 
was impel tinent to iny mistress, a few days 
ago, and .she sent me before the ma^istrj^te, by 
whom I was sentenced to a fortniglil’s inipri- 
'onment. VVli^ I was released from prison 
and sent liai k to iny mistress, I said to her, 
when next i am inpiideui, beat me, Uten we 
shall l>e quits, but don’t send me again befoie 
tlie lU'igislratc'; Iticio you hiivc it all your own 
way and L am the only sulferei.” 

Yqf the transition state of “ apprentissage,” 
must be regarded on tiic wliole as a very im¬ 
perfect prepaiative for tlie riglils of citizen¬ 
ship. Still lesiding in their camps on tlie 
profirioloi’s estate, still exchanging the pro¬ 
duct of tlieir daily labour for the accusioincd 
rations and wages, still tended when sick liy 
the distiiet surgeon, not to omit the inipcii us 
inlltieiice of hahit, I feel eonvineed that by far 
the greater proportion of the iiegtoes rccognizo 
no essential diireioiiee in llieir present condi¬ 
tion as “ appientisgps,” and theii former as 
slaves. In point of phtsical eonifoii and ae- 
eoniinoilaliun, tlieir condikiun, as ’compared 
with ihat of n laigc proportion of our agricul¬ 
tural labourers anti artizans, is enviable in¬ 
deed. Tlie sleek appearance, and guy “in¬ 
souciance” of the majoiiiy uf the “ appicntis,” 
suggest a natural and vivid contrast with the 
disca'.e, dejection and misery so widely im¬ 
pressed on the population of our manufaetur- 
iug towns, and make one feel.moio sensibly 
the touuliing liutil contained in Lord Brong- 
iiam's ironical admissiofl ;—“ The eunsisteiit 
fiicndof humanity may he permitted to feel 
some terideroi'ss for his European brethren, 
although tfiey are wliite and civilized!” That 
a surplus remains to the negroes above what is 
necessary fur tlieir subsistence, is manifest 
from the personal properly in the shape of 
furnitiire, 8tc*, that many of them accumulate 
in their huts,—from the live sto-k, such as 
pigs, poultry and pigeons, that they are ena¬ 
bled to Tear, as also from the costly “ materiel” 
of which the nogresses’ dresses are frequently 
composed, and the rings, bracelets, &o., with 
which they decorate themselves. 

That the expensive tastes of the African 
beauty, are often supplied from other funds 
than those of the husband, I' am perfeciiy 
aware; ^et if it be shown that Caesar Borgia 
has presented Diana, the spouse of Adrian, 
with a tortoise-shell comb, while Adrian has 
won the good* graces of Isidore, the wife of 
Caesar Borgia with a coral negligee, the samo- 
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ciinclusinn will be arrived at as if (he toilet 
and bijutitoir of both nejji esses bad been sup¬ 
plied from the pin money allowed them by 
their husbands. 

The twO most predominant features in the 
character of'the Mauritius nej^ro, are.idleness 
apd dishonesty. 

I need not the support of such authorities 
ap BulFon and Montesquieu, to fortify inr As 
sertion, that all men are iuciinud to idleness, 
that the natives of the Torrid Zone are more 
peculiarly susceplilile to its inlluence, and 
tbatitssway is mostin'euscly felt amon){st the 
inhabitants of airopical country, who liave not 
yet emerged from barbarism. Tiro latter is 
precisely the state of those African countries, 
which have constituted for *tiiree centuries 
the “ odicina .senvorurn” to civilized Europe. 
Some have thotiglil that the negro’s innate 
aversion to labour, has been strcngtliene.l by 
the eoinpul.sory labour to which he has bren 
aubjected in slavery ; yet this opinion js rather 
invalidated by tl>e notorious idleness of the 
enfranchised of the Maaritiu.s, as also of Sier¬ 
ra Leone. 

Mr. Ludlain, Governor of Sierra Leone, af¬ 
ter eight years’ residence in the country, re¬ 
cords his opinion of the aO'rancliis, in the fol¬ 
lowing unequivocal language :—•* No vi-sihlc 
elfect has taken place in consequence of the 
arbolition, except that it has added to the na¬ 
tural indoletice of the native." That the vices 
observable in the blacks of the Mauritius, to 
which may be-^U(ld(*d a Sanguiiiaty ferocity, 
are common to tl)c„Africaii in his indigeuou.s 
barbarism, and not deducilde to colonial sla¬ 
very, is evidenced by the coinciding state¬ 
ments of travellers, governois and envoys, 
who have visited the iiidependciit states 
Western Africa. In a letter from an Eng¬ 
lish otBeer'from Ca|ie Coast Castle, in tin- 
year 1815, there occurs the following forcible 
observation A state of society more mi¬ 
serably dismembered, and in which the ele¬ 
ments seem le.ss capi^hle of combination, can 
scarcely be imagined, Europe might he re¬ 
barbarized, before Africa could civilize her¬ 
self." The pages of Barbot de Maria, Fian- 
cis Moore, Dalziel and others, abound with 
repulsive anecdotes, and harrowing details, 
of the dishonesty, cruelty and perOdy of the 
indigenous African. But I absUiip from pur¬ 
suing this branch of enquiry, having merely 
proposed to myself to describe the “ appren- 
tis” of the Mauritius, not the aboriginal free 
savage of the continent. The nonchalance 
and rel||rtance, with which the “ apprentis" 
almost nnvariably labour, roust strike the 
most s^erficial observer. Whether the sta¬ 
ble, tb^ workshop, or the cane-field be the 
scene of his exertions, it is evident that there 
are two strong inherent principles warring in 
his breast, the love of indolence, and the 
dread of ehastisement. ^ , 

The following are a few oi)|l of npmerous 
instances of negro idleness, extracted from 
a ftamphlet on the “ affranchis*’ Of the Man-. 
ritius, by a Monsieur Bernard. Ths author 


is a planter, and the theory which he endea¬ 
vours to support, will be met by the trite, 
though nut powerless, “ vous etei un orfevre, 
em." The facts which he delail.s, however, 
are incontrovertible, and strictly harmonize 
with others of a similar tone, which have 
been furnished me as well by the non-pro¬ 
prietor of slavo.s, the adherent of the Jeremy* ' 
ns of the D'Epiiiay faction. 

“ II y a des noirs qu’on n' a jamais pu at- 
tac^ier an travail. On avoit un esclave, qui 
dan^ I'espace d6 27 aus n' a pas travaille 18 
iriois pour sun maitre. A peine rentre d’uiie 
tuarruiiage de plu.sieurs luois il repartaii, al- 
lait defoncer quelque case, volail dcs vivres, 
ties vulailles, des ellets, tout oe qn'il poiivait 
trou ver a sa conveiiauce ; et pour couroriner 
I’oeuvre, il so rendit au bureau du protec- 
teur, et la debitait oontre les calumnies les 
plus afi'ieuses. 

Derniersmen' ce iniserabl* revient, d’ua long inarronags. 

Ah, te voila, lui dit sou maitre, eh bieii! 
moil Garmon, que veux lu queje fassc de toi i 
quelle a ciu ta coiiduite jusqu’iui present? 
(Jueiles services tu' as lu reii.lii 27 aus qne 
tu m’appaitiens? et pourtaiit quels rcproclics 
as tu a nuj fairc ?” ‘‘ V'ou.s a\cz laison, Mon¬ 
sieur, ruprendle noir je n’ai pus a me plaindre 
de vous; c'e.st inui qui suisuu grand cuquiii, 
un grand sceicrat, ci Je suis itioi uieiiie ctoiiiiA 
quu vons avez soulfeit aussi palieiinneni tout 
CO queje vous ai fait. Si vous aviez ete un 
autre maitre, il y’ a long temps que vous 
in’ uiiriez dunne un coup de fusil, car je 
I’ai Lien mciil6. Mats piii.squo tu cunvieiis 
que tu t’es si inal coiiduil, comuieiit as tu 
pu aller porter tout ces plaintes coniie iiioi 
ala polic, et cIil-z M. Tlio.uas ?” “ Jc n'en 
sats lien, Que vuulez vous que je vous 
di$.se ? Je crois qu'il y a un di.iblc qui 
me puu.sse a fairetuui va." Les avuux etaient 
le chant de C 3 'gnc. -Le mailieuicux va iruuvcr 
Muilame M. lui d inaasle un livie de nz. par- 
eeque dit il, il ne peul pas, ou ne veut pas 
manger de maniac, lecuit son riz, quilte de 
nouveau In cour de son maitre, el meurt cinq 
ousix juurs apres cliez I’assislanlPrutocteur. 

Ce noir, pendant sa vie, avoit manqud a tous 
les devoirs: il avoit fait peut etre mils vois 
dout quelques uns, assez coqsidetablcs, puis- 
que il avail oniev6 jusquau des bueufs: 
il avail portA conlre son maitre les platoles 
les plus calomnieuses. £n France ou eu 
Angletere«, il fut, sans doute-mort an bagne 
ou stir i’ecfaafaud. “ Un tel, disait I’autre jour 
unc dame a son domeslique noir de Guuvern- 
uient, je vais a la campagne, vous me rejoin- 
drez denwin a C. car j’aurai besoiu de vous. 
Non Madame I Comment! non ! et pourquoi ? 
Parccqu'ii ne me plait pas do quitter ia ville. 

Eh hicn, dans mon abse'bee, vous ferez telle 
chose. Non, vons.allez prendre vos plaisirs 
a la campagne, et moi amssi je veux me p_r»- 
mener pendant que vous ne serez pas ioi. 
Mats vouf'etes un .impertinent: je voiu feral 
punir. Vous V avez deja foik. Qa’y avpz 
voas ga^n^e ? £a etes vous mieux servi^ 
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et, &c." le noir n' a point ete ^cjoindre 
maitresse, et le noir a faitcequ’il a voulne. 

Un des plus ^randes plaisirs d^s noirs c'e'^i 
d’avoir toujours dii ten dans leurs cases, t|u’il 
fasse ciiaiid, qu’il fas<e t'roid, s’assuoir nu- 
pres de quelques tisous est pour eux tin l»e- 
soin, pour ainsi dire de la prc mi6re necessity. 
'On seruit naturellement port6 a oroire que 
pour satisfdire ce besoin iinperienx aticuiic 
peine ne doit ienr couter *, ainsi on pensera 
quel’ usclave doit proliur avec»enipres.se- 
inetit de ses hciires de loisir pqiir aller dyer- 
clicr do bnis qu’il devra consoniirier dans In 
soiree. Mais la prevnynncu est eneoiu uiin dc 
CCS vertiis quo les noirs i^nnrent enti^remont 
lls rnniasseiit a la veriitS des ntorceatix de bo's 
qu’ils troaveiit sons la iiiniii, eii tiavnilinni 
pour leur uinitre : mais s’ll I'nut qii’ils ailleni 
un peu loin pour s’en pouvoir. its ne terorit 
pas lo saciifioe de quelques uns de lours mo¬ 
ment d’oisivel6, dussent ils en soiitriir. Ce- 
pendaiit la iiuit vienne, its sout seusibies a 
cettc piivaliuii, de foil et surtoutde la fuiiieo. 
Ils f(kut alors,quelques cirortspoiir IroiiN. rdcs 
combustibles, daii.s ces installs, tout leur esl 
bun, et le bois, qii’ils peuvent obleriir sans 
peine, I'levient biuiitut la pioie des flainoies ; 
lu elinipente d’line inaison, d'un pavilion, 
quo r oil aura rleposee pres du lour ease, Ic 
uianolie d’un instruiiiiMit aiatoire, des parties 
du nieublos inline, rien n' est saui^ pq^r eux. 
Ils ne |>oiiviiienl ni causer ni durniii, s’ils n* 
etaiciit enviroiiiios d’un epais nuai;o de I'tini^e 
Oil a vu (Ics lions babiiant. la eainiia^ne aii- 
pres d'un veisei d’uiie forel, on d'linc tone 
en joebere, I'.iirc briiler les luateiiaiix, qiii 
coiuposaioiil leur eu>e, plulot qiic de se doii- 
ner la puino d'aller a qiielquos pas de leur 
demesne cboiclier du bois dc cliaulTa^e qu'ils 
puiivaicnt Homer faeilement. 

The innate dishonesty of the 9 l)orii;iiial 
African, so far from dexeiieraiiii!', has sprniit- 
cd into milker liixiiriuiieo under the shade of 
colonial oiviliz itioii ; nor can this be iiiatier 
ofsuipriso lu one who rwrisidvrs the ebaraeter 
of the eliaii^e vvliicli bus lesiilted i'roiu tlieii 
conneetion with luiropeaii masters. While 
their intoliccliial oapaeiiies have remained 
uninformed, and tlieir ernde moral notions 
uneorreeted, they liavcsiinnltaneoiisfy aeqiiir- 
ed a tasie for the Itixiiiies and physical ae- 
comniudatioris u|^eiviliza(ion, and a cuiiniii;' 
and adioiiness wliie.li quality them par excel¬ 
lence in the pursuits of illicit appropriation. 
They possess at ieastone point of analogy with 
tile persuasive orator of Paudenioniuva— 

*' To vice industrious, but to nobler deeds 
Tiinoiouh and slothful. 

Let not the reader imagine that their thieving' 
exploits are eotifined to the timid and occasi¬ 
onal abstraction of provisions and necessaries, 
and the cominission,of single-handed larce¬ 
nies. Oh! no, the infirmity of noble minds in 
duces them to spurn so ignoble an arena. 
Specie, plate, the biiteau, and the “ cassette,” 
excite and reward their aspiiing audacity; 
and in gangs of twenty and tliirty, they have 
broken into Extensive premises at night, and 


in an incalciitahly short period disembowel¬ 
led them of every tliiti.>; not iiiteilv wurlliless. 
For m>seir, I was so fortunate, altboiigb keep- 
in<>: house ill the country lor ii\c moiiilis, to 
escape vvitii the biss of a few aitides of sad¬ 
dlery. 1 must allow that niy grocun, who was 
tlie delinquent, was the oiilv negio on iny es¬ 
tablishment. I di.sini.s.scd him from my ser¬ 
vice. for ineo.'i'igible ciirelessnes.s and reiniss- 
iiuss, and being of an aircclionatc disposition, 
lie,loi>k Hwa\ with him, meielv as a “ souve¬ 
nir,” two bridles, one or two horse blankets, 
and other slable gear. Some Incnds of mine, 
who were keeping bouse conjointly in Port, 
b'lnis, were far fro n being so fuiliinnte. Two 
of llioii domestics, one of the name of ‘^Uvoil- 
le,” (tbd siiiarlesi and most inl-dligcnt creole 
Servant 1 have^seen in the island, and who 
Would have been a promising pupil of iliu ini- 
inortai ” Seatiin”) had been delected in a 
deep laid consecutive system of promiseuoiis 
robbery from wardrobe, store-room and cellar, 
by means of inastci keys. They were appre¬ 
hended. tried, convicted, and .sentenced lo a 
long imprisonment, but not a particle of the 
•stolon property bad been recovered prior to 
my depaiture from (be island. Port Li 
I may here observe, in the niiiiibei of receiv¬ 
ing bouses for stolen goods that it contains, 
bolds out tempting facilities to the eonimis- 
sioii, and no less tormidalilc impediments to 
the detection of theft. Dishonesty is not eon- 
fined lo the adiilt^bliicks. At the early age of 
three and four .some of the negro children 
m.’inifest d'licureii^scs di.sposiiioiis” for the 
act of apnropi iation ; and Hie t-n'rontcry with 
which lliey will deny the elMirge, whim all bnt 
taken in the theft, would tax the penetialiun 
of the most e\pi‘iieneed advocate, even biiii 
who lias been accustomed to cross question 
alibi witnesses on the Irish southern circuit. 
The tollowing anecdote ofjuvcnile depravity 
is extracted iioiii Monsieur Beinaid’s work. 

“ Un juvenile doinestiqne de huit on neuf 
ans, vol6 unc paire de bo.ielcs d’ oreille asa 
petite uialtiesse. Tout ^ortail acroircqu'il 
etait le cuupalilc : cat les boiicles ctaienl la, 
il n'y a qiielquos minutes, et lui .seiil est enti6 
dans r appurleiiieiU. (3ii le qnestiunne, on 
lui promitqu'il ne lui arrivera rien, s'ii rend 
les obJel.s : il soiitient avec assurance qu’il 
n'a pas vu le.s buuides, qu'il ue salt ce qu 'on 
veut lui diiw.* 

Il fait dea sermens, il prend le bon dieu a 
temuin «Ie son innocence ; on seroit vraie- 
ment port6 de croire qu’il cat accus6 mjuste- 
ment. 

Mais le inaitre arrive; on Ini raconte le 
fait. Le maitre qui ne veut pas que de sem- 
blables objels se perdent chez.lui, et seat 
qu’il y a des voleiirs parini les'domestiques, 
iiitcrroge le petit noir, I’intimide, le menace,; 
ruSmes iteponses do la part de celui ci; tud- 
mes (fenegations, mfimes jnrcnions sur la tfite 
de sou pore, 4e na mere. Eiifin le maitre 
.s’ernpare d'un martinet, il vafrapper, ie pet|t 
voieur rend les anneaux. * 
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Lying and ingratitnde, are also proininen 
traits in the noir of, the Mauritius. Tiu 
former may be regarded as tiie almost iieces 
sary sequence of thoir idleness and dishones¬ 
ty. Thejr social position is indeed eminently 
calculated to fostci this vice. Ever self-con¬ 
scious of sins, as well of commission as omis¬ 
sion, and hy consequence apprehensive of me¬ 
rited punishment, wlien interrogated on any 
subject, they shelter themselves, if possible, 
in litter ignorance. If charged ofany speeeji, 
or action, whether prai.ie-wottliy, indiffeieni, 
or improper, they deny it plumply, on some 
rare occasions depriving themselves of a just 
approbation, but far more frequently evading 
a descfved*clia.sliscruciil. Finding that they 
are on the whole the gainers by this line of 
conduct, i. c. that hj denyin* what is, they 
generally sue 'ced in scicening their derelic¬ 
tions—by a jump—which to a negro intellect 
is by by no means a despicable one jthey ven¬ 
ture to put to the test the expediency of the 
coiiveise rule, alliriiting what is not, nntil they 
at length hcenine on all uc.casions habitual, and 
gratuitous pci'icrteri. of the truth. As for the 
sentiment of gratitude, it is almost an cxoiic 
in negro bosoms. The marl which encumbers, 
but eniiclies not the bancn moor ; the bless¬ 
ed rains of [leaven, Mhich water, but do not 
fcitilizc thedcseit lands, are button apt simi¬ 
litudes of the cliaiitv, kindness and tender¬ 
ness, whieh in many signal instances have 
been idly luvisliei) on the members of this 
thankless luce. Tiie foliuiving anecdote fiom 
Monsieur Uernard’s work is a striking illus- 
tiation ofuhat 1 have advanced:—Moiisioni 

S-avoli lecu ifn eadcau d’uiie taiite qu’il 

aiinail beaiicutip, un jeunc noir doincs'.iqoe 
fort intelligent; il avail poor ee noirdes at 
tentions, dcs e.gaids, qiic I’oii si a certaine- 
inent pas en Europe pour les dnmestiques ; il 
ponssait la complaisance jusq’ iia vouioir qii'il 
fut toujouis velu Hiissi proprement que pent 
l’6tre tin pcrsoiiiie lihre, ct tuus les dimunciies' 
il Ini donnait quelque argent. | 

Ce mauvnis sujet [{pn sensible aux bont^is 
de son maitie Ten payait par ringraiitiide :> 
ehaque jour il lui faisait des vols plus ou 
mains considei allies, a I'aido de faiisscs clfifs' 
qu'il s’etait procui^s. Ce noir le fait utie| 
blessuie : il cst pris du tetanus Pendnnte' 
qiiarante cinq jouis qtie dure sa nialadie, on | 
lui prodigue des sums !es pli^s assidus; ce' 
Bont les maitres eux niSiues qiii *ie viellant, 
qui panaciit sa pluie ; qui lui font rendre des 
potions. Enfiti il se retablit ap es avqir coute 

a M- T- en frais de medecin eten me- 

dicamens environ 150 Piastres. 

D^s que ce noir pent marcher, il demande 
a sa maitresse une piastre pour faire dire une 
messe en actions de graces, et remerciomens 
poursa gnerisnn. On lui donne cette piastre: 
i) se rend en cfl'ef a I’eglise, entend ia messe, 
dite a son intention ; rnais a peine sqrti de la 
maison de Dien, a peine arrive chez stm mai-j 
tre, qu’il vole deux boiiteilles de via. On 
peut raisonablement supposef que ce noir ne 
sf fit pas siruple de coinmettre an vol plus 
considerable, s'il co avait trouv6 TocoasioD. 


Le malheur6nx, il eeehappoit des bras de la 
iDort, ct il venait de rcinercier Dieu de son 
retuiir a la ^aiit6.—“ Natnram expeilas furca, 
tamen iisqiierecurret.” 

Such being the prevailing moral fentnres 
of the men, it would bo unreasonable to look 
for decency, far less virtue’s painful endea¬ 
vor," amongst the women, or. as Mrs. Trollope* 
would designate them, the females of the sa¬ 
ble family. Froineaily youth the negresses 
abandon ^liemselves to the most shameless 
seiumalily. Concubinage (this may he parti¬ 
ally referrahle'to the numerical disparity be¬ 
tween the sexes, the piopoitionof women to 
men lieing only ns (}0 to 100) is fearfully pre¬ 
valent and leads to tliat lesserspecies of infan¬ 
ticide, Hie procuring of abortions by self-ad¬ 
ministered drugs. It is impossible to overlook 
the fact that public opinion is utterly power¬ 
less amongst the noirs, and that the most 
:;laiiiigand convicted ciiiiiinaiity on the part 
)f the negro, and the most systematic and un¬ 
blushing licentiousness on the part of the 
negiess, in no degree detiact from their con- 
siiieration in the eyes of their comrades. To 
pass from the graver to the lighter traits in the 
negro character,they aregeneially distinguish. 
Sid hy an animal hilarity and good liuiiiour- 
3d levity, the resultof climate and physical 
lemperamcnt, which is at first sight prepossess¬ 
ing. Jhe naivete of their expressions, the 
suavity of their tones, and a superficial polish 
>f manner, aie more or less attiactive to the 
stranger. Thu.se qualities aie more peculiar- 
V ehuracterislic of tlie blacks lioin in the is- 
and, the crcolc noirs, who eumprize nearly 
ill tlie household servants, and po.s.se.s.s faf 
noro intelligence and uddicss than the Caf- 
Ves and Malgaciie.s. A hiiglit sky, trans- 
oareiit air, and a temperature bland fur an 
fiter-tiojjical one, would seem *0 exercise au- 
picious 'influence over all ciadlcd in this 
diainiiing island, and one might be tempted 
9 apply to (he Isle of France, the observation 
ifa shrewd Italian wjjh icfoieiiccto Naples. 

‘ Solto questo cielo non iia.scono sciucchi." 

‘ Fools are not born undei ihe.se skies.” The 
>rgan of imitativeuess is laruely developed in 
he creole noir. The mocking birds ofei- 
iliziitioif they copy what is least wsi thy of 
iniialion in the “ jeiines gens,” of Port Louis, 
their foppishness, their piumiiicol “ suHi- 
sance,” their “a la mode”'oailis, and the 
“ eclat” with which they dilate on their real or 
fiptitioos “ bonnes fortunes.” 

They have a keen perception of (he ridicul¬ 
ous, and are rapid in detecting any personal 
peculiarity, defect, or humor, and their minii- 
cry of Les Anglais way be recommended 
as an infallible remedyto any hypochondriac of 

" The inviolate island of the sage and free.” 

The love and the tasfe for music and dan¬ 
cing, which is common to all the natives of 
the island, is shared by tlie creole noir, wbo 
is fully as miicli addicted to the violin and 
guitar, tile dis.solving waltze, and animating 
gallopade, as the French aribtooracy of tbt 
capital. 4 , 
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I have often been stnirk by tli^ correctness 
with which the negro lat), sauntcrint; in the 
evening through the “ Rue d| Kom|)art,” 
or “ Champs dc Mais,” would hum or whisiU* 
airs I'roii) Wiliinui Tell, Zaiiipa, the Fia 
Diaviiio, or sonic other popular opera. Tlio 
.passion for dru.ss, which is a distinguishing 
chiiractcristic of the colonial French-woman, 
is indulged in with equal ardour, though with 
inferior means, by the creole nrgrc.ss. The 
indegenou.s patois is a most corrupt jargon, 
and would diive the pupil of Mtilhcibe. to 
di.stiaetiun, being grammatierflly and idiofiia- 
tically inconect, and batliatized in pronnn- 
ciation. It was sonic time before 1 became 
entirely familiarized to tbc cla.ssical, roman¬ 
tic, gran«tilo(|uent names wliicli are almost 
invariably conferred on the blacks, or could 
view witiioui ludicrous associations, u Malia 
Tiierc.'ta carry ing eggs or plaintains to mar¬ 
ket, a bol>bledcho.v Niinia Poinpilius es- 
coiting a dirw.iger low fiuiu Hie euiintiy, a 
Venus petsoiiilied in an aged, liuncli-backed, 
obi-like looking bag, and an Adoni., no 
counturpail of liiiii 

*' Bewaileilm aiiiovous ditties all a summer's day 

but appioximating in face and fotin to Arnald 
the deformed bcfoie his transformation, or Hie 
inell'ably hideous Afiilc Sorcerer of Vathek. 

1 have giving the cieolo noir thg pie- 
ference on tin*, score of intelligence over the 
Alricans atid Malgaches. The Afri¬ 
cans, wlio possess a nioie vigoions confor- 
unaiioti than the trvo other liratiches of the 
sable fiimily, aie best adapted for, ami almost 
universally cuiployod in, agiieultuial labour.s. 
l^nlikc tile vain cieolcs, they are eaielcss to 
a tauli on tlio article of diess, tlieii lints arc 
destitute of the eoinmouest convenience, they 
are iis tlirlfi in theii biildts iis tbc eoltagers of 
<»lciil)!iinie, and very genoraliy a((?licted to 
drunketiiiess. Low in tlie scale ofliumnnit.v 
as fire the alKuigines of new Holland, it is bu/ 

H thin paiiiiion, vvliiel^ sepaiates them from 
the Afiican appientis. 

When they have completed their automatic 
labours, they cither bask in the sun or crouch 
together in the smoke-misty nimosgbeic of 
their huts. Tliat they have souls,1 believe as 
firmly as uncle Toby did, but assuredly they 
aie.sacli as “caw scarce ferment their mass 
of clay." The half reasoning elephant, 
standing under the shade of the rustling 
pecpul, and fanning his languid forehead 
with a plaintain leaf, indolent, yet rAlless in 
hi.s indolence, will, even to an unfancifni 
view, convoy the impression of an “ Ennuye 
but who conld suspect that that dreadful 
yawn which sleep cannot abate, “4iad ever 
irritated the drowsy, duck-weed stagnation of 
the Caffre’s existence. The iHalgachcs 
if inferior to the Creole in intelligence, are* 
apter Md more ingenious than the Afii- 
can». They have mifre taste than the latter 
fOT the conveniences of li(e, and amongst this 
class are to be found the best island meeha- 
ntes, carpenteA, blaeksmiths; &o. The in¬ 
tercourse of these three species has,wu some 


degree, modified their distinctive habits, 
and tastes, as, for instance, the creole has 
acquired the language and national dance of 
the African, and has imparted to him in rO- 
tiirii, his proper patois, and the jnusio of 
Europe ; but the leading ubaraeleristics of 
llicir disposition have been affected to no 
material ext-jnt. I now proceed to review 
tlio ouiidition and character of those negroes 
inllie Mauritius, who have been admitted 
tewthe full privileges of liberty. 

The radical vice.s of the noir, indolence 
and dishonesty, are even more pronounced 
in tlii.s class than amongst the uppreiitis. 

it is rarely that any cultivated lilnd Ys seen 
in the vicinity of an Affrunchi’s hut, or live 
stock, such as Aieep and cows ; in either case, 
it may be safely inferred that the Afiran- 
cliis pos,sesscs one or more staves. 

If asked, says. Monsieur Bernard, why he 
leaves his land uncultivated and does not 
endeavour to belter the condition of his fa- 
inilyv he will answer you that, “ ii is a pas des 
forces,’' meaning slaves ; so in.scparalile in 
Ills ideas isllic connection between servitude, 
and labour. 

ilovv then, it will be naturally demanded, 
do tliey subsist 1 

Some employ tliein.sclves as fishermen; 
others support themselves by casual voyages 
as sailors. Some work as carpenters, masons, 
and Idaeksmiliis, bat having accumulated a 
small Sinn, remain idle till the spur of neces¬ 
sity obliges them to resume their abandoned 
occupations. A large proportion, ‘however, 
who willi a perverted pride contemn not only 
(he subject of compulsory labour, but even 
EiJiupeaiis, who fill domestic olliccs, or ex¬ 
ercise a manual calling, betake tlieuiselves to 
the camp of the piantci, and are not ashamed 
to sponge upon their unemnricipated rela- 
lioijs. But the profe.ssion which holds out 
most chai ms to them, is that of the unlicensed 
dealer. These are tlio owners of tbc shops 
tor receiving stolen goodH in Port Louis, Ma- 
lieboiiig, Flacquc, 8i,c. Such a state of things 
in any othci country, would argue a criminal 
reinissness on the part of the Police; but 
here, where by far the greater portion of the 
slaves, constituting nearly three-fourths of 
the pupulaiioy, are occa.sionnl, if not .syste¬ 
matic thicks, and Die unsuspected and 
trusted are generally in collusion with the 
plundcrms, the dilliculiies thrown in the way 
of detection are almost insurmountable. I 
am sure at least that the epic invention, 
lynx-eyed penetration, and blood-honnd per¬ 
tinacity ’of “ Vidoeque," would find an ar¬ 
duous and worthy arena in the capital of the 
Mauritius, The following are exUacted fioin 
Monsieur Bernard’s “ Essay." « Un gentil- 
homme Anglais uffrait, il y a quelques jours,’ 
10 on 12 paistres par mois a un nouvel afl'ian- 
chis (^I’il voolait avoir pour domestiqiie, 

“ Vous me scrvjfcz chez moi,” disait il, “ 4 
oet homme” “ et lors qu’il in’ arrivera dc m' 
absentcr poor un on deux jonrs, vous vA 
Btiivrez, et youg porterez ma petite valise. 
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Je porterai vo4re valise ! repond L’ AlTran- 
chis ; noji Monsieur, je suis libre, ini>i, je 
suis libre moi je ne suis pas fait pour porter 

,ave valise. 

• 

Un liabitant de mes amis me disait: J’ ai 
obes inoi On affiancliis pour surveiller iiics 
xoirs : cet lioiume sc cruijait dasiioiiot^, si 
dans le moment le plus urj^ont: il nictiiail 
vne seule ibis la niuin a ruciivrre. Queltyie- 
fois pour lui prnavcr que le travail* no s mi- 
rait avilir riiuiiiiuc libre, je me ni^lo a dies 
noirs, etje travaille oux. Cc inaliie* 

reux sent, tout Ic lidicule dc sa position, il 
hesite : il no sail s’il duitou non suivre I'cx- 
emp4e»que>je lui donne ; cniiu son or)>uciiil 
et la paressc cedent; inais ce n’est que pour 
vn moment ; a peine i’ ai je perdu dc vne 
tqu’ il quitte I’ oeuvraffc*". U siieli be the 
condition of the comparatively small portion 
already enfranchised, it is surely natural to 
ioolc forward with di.strust and furehodiiij;; to 
emancipation, breaking its first lliisb on the 
slaves of the Mauiitius. Is it po.ssiblo 
that the most bij^otled disciple of the^ipti* 
mist school, can anticipate that impending 
prospect, nor view sonic shadows of douht 
and apprehension stealin;; over the sunny 
beaaty of his ideal landscape? Arc they, I 
ask, lit subjects for the precious, bnt in ihi.s 
instance perilous, boon of independence, 
who so far fioiii hciii^' qualified to make a 
right use of tiie inestimable privilege, arc li¬ 
terally unable to comprehend the ineaniiig 
and force of the term? Slavery and luhoiir 
arc so inextricably iiitefwoven in tbeii ima- 


1 To remote (be rontrol nnd dependence 
:which habit tius made a second nature to the 
negro, app^ai-s to me a pioeediire of the 
same equivocal sagaeitj, as tlie .suddenly de¬ 
priving a ih< iimati<‘ palioniof his accustomed 
;crutche.s, and leqniiing him In walk, or an 
jinveterate opiuiii-catci of his daily ding, and 
idemanding of him his usual liveliiic.ss and 
j hilarity. What I lien, will be the probable 
iconiinct of the numerous black population of 
I the Mauritius, wlicii going to bed .slaves 
at night, they awake in the morning fiee men ? 
I Is 111 reasunahle to expect tliat indoleiii as 
Jtbey are, childishly reckless of the fiiiiire, 
'and intoxicated with misty notions of their 
I new-found indepcudciiee, they will, after two 
I or three self-conferred holidays, when the 
jehnlliiion of their ileliiinm lias sohsidcd, 
ti'uii(|uilly and legiilarly lesiimu as fice ta- 
I boon IS, the cm|ilu.\ mciits they had exercised 
lin a state of bondage i Pliiianlhropic ciedii- 
llity may hug itself with the hi-licf, that fiom 
I the ashes of ancictii slaveiy, tlie young Pine- 
I nix of libeity may aiisc lull giow'ii and full 
I Hedged, and vigoious of pinion, to cleave the 
liiinilles.s azure in his trinmpliant career; 
|hullhe calmer anticipations of a di.stiiistfnl 
icxpeiieiicc mav, pei Imps, i ecognize Iho ap- 
jpaiitioii Ufa miduighi, imoi.siug, owl, snatch- 
led fiom her ‘ ancictii stiliuiry” umer, and 
I let loose, a jtiii hliii'l, pi.i ihle, and iieisianited 
tiling, *amiilsi the rej >ic.itig siiiigsters, and 
jmeiidian splendour ot a sniiiiriei sky. 

I Ifut assuredly it requites not llie gift of 
I puiphee.y to foictell, liiat bv lai the greater 


ginations* that tligy cannot conceive the co-. piopouioii of 


appreiiti.se on atlaimiig 


exislancc of freedom and occupation; and | etnancipaliou, will ... wiihdiaw 

the images, if any, which liberty suggests to their labour fiom the onrkcl, ami lca\c uu- 
their minds, are tliosc of a sleeping, smoking,! productix e “ laima is," till the whole of ih< ir 
drouy existence, interspersed with (its of icaioed or piifcied funds aic coii.siiiiit-'l. Such 


revelry and liot. 

It is a fact ‘‘ notorious as the sun at noon 
day,” that were the alternative of aslatc ofsla- 
very, if such were p()s.sihle, involving utter 
cessation from lahouj^ and of freedomcoiijoiii- 
ed with daily employment, presented to their 
choice, nineteeu-lwentieth.s would einhraec 
the former. I confess that for my own part, 
1-regard the abrupt and unreserved emanci¬ 
pation of the blacks, with emotions analogous 
to those I should fuel were the cells and gates 
of a popuio-is bedlam suddeiilyatbrown open, 
Btid the halliiciiialed InhahitanA liberaieii 
from darkness and restraint. I am not one of 
the co^ps of alarmists, and my appre||ensions 
in both cases, would have reference rather to 
the enfranchised maniacs and slaves, than the 
■ane, and ever-free members of the commu- 
ttity, 

* It would be uncanJid in me to concent, that there 
have been, and now are, a few splendid exceptions to the 
daA an I forbidding portrait 1 have sketched of the 
Jtlanrifiiis noir; men whose benevolence, lipnes ly. 
and affectionate attachnieni, show that ediioation and 
circumstences are not all powerful, s^d that every where 

the mind i* its own place.” M y remarks apply to the 
blvcksin general, not to the isolated exceptions*'Cujus 
Titan prscurdia fiuzit Mebore Luto'” 


laii event,ooeui mg duiirig the sugar seiisiui, 
vvduld be f.itiil to the planter. 

The evil has been apprehended, an-l may bo 
iti a uarti.ll degree piuvlded for, by the i apoit 
of labourers from liKlin. 'L'wu tboiiMiod of 
tlie U.inggii east have, I bear, been already 
tran.splaiited into the i.slaiid, and tlie demaiul 
for them still increases. Their suhsi^lenee 
costs a t||ird less than (hut of tiie '* Afrioaii,” 
and if not quite so athletic as the Oaffies, 
they arc inliiiitely more willing and docile. 
ITahit, too, may be expected to ineiease their 
ellie.ieiiey in the plantations. Should this 
remedy, however, be iuadeq latc to meet the 
<?Oii.sequenecs of emancipation, the prospects 
of the Mauritius are indeed dark and un¬ 
promising. What a vista of poverty, distress, 
fully, and crime, will then he revealed in that 
earthly Pnradi.se! And what, it may be asked, 
are the footings witli wliicb the planters pro¬ 
ject their thoughts into the near future? But 
before 1 reply to this uueslion, as being in 
■some measure relevant to the pre.sont subject, 
I shall not omit the opportunity of briefly 
recording ant opinion fif a re.spectahle and 
calumniated body of men. I will concede to 
.Sterne, tiTat " slavery is a bitter draught.*' 
I will admit that St. Pierre ralty have sketch, 
ed from kbe life the planter of the Black River 
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to whom, in hU exquisite romance, ho 
has eonferre)! a slooiny iinmortalitv ; that it is 
even possihio that two or three such niay exist 
at the iiresent niooient, whose evil energ'ies 
have, happily for tlieir dependents, hcen fet¬ 
tered b\' the late measure of npprentissa^c; 
Init that soeli monsters .should have, been re- 
cseived and nceieditied as specimens of a 
whole class, is a civiiiK injustiee. With a 
few exceptions, tlie planters of the Mau¬ 
ritius have treated their slaves rjjiih liuma- 
nity, coiisideraiion and indulgence, nnd sie- 
cp.s.saiily, if lepoit speak true present a very 
sirikinu cuutiast to their West Indian bro- 
tlicrhood. 

They are, moreover, generally domestic in 
tbi-ir habits, ijiven to liospitality, good humor¬ 
ed and agiceahle memhers of the social cir¬ 
cle. shicwd and acute, aiul not raiely tinhiicd 
with a love of lileratiire and .science. It is 
wiili alaciily that I here express my grateful 
sense of the kind attentions, and unosienta- 
lious heartiness of reception, that I invaiia- 
ble met with ''uring my exeuisions tin 'Ogh 
the island. If some of the “ halntans” were 
lately hctiated into an iineniperanee ofspeci-h 
and (Icnieaiior not alto;;ehci- juslifiahle, to¬ 
wards Ml. Jeremy and his satnlliles, let l!ie 
pccniiaily otii|<i\ii,u.s position w'lieli that 
gentleman occii|»ie\l, as I’rotcc.lor (Jctncral of 
the slavc-j, he token into c-)ii".ideratioH : let it 
be icmeodici I d how inncli the iiiliinsic odium 
ot the o!li\-o a as licit;htened by Mi. .Iciemy’s | 
Uiicoticili.tiing iiiid \iolcnt depoiinient,—liis ! 
ariival in tiic island, loo, being but n few 
W(!«-ks s!ihsc(]!ii-iit to lilt- imt>oiialiuii of n 
pamphlet, M-hi;;li cvideiired in the iiio.st iiric-| 
qiiiMi.Til niiiniicr, hi-' slioiig pre possessions! 
again t ilie p'aiite.s Ij'istlr, let it not he for-j 
golioo, ih It the esi'Mil of the indemnity t 1 
be received by i. e planters, in • exeliangc j 
for lliei: alieiia'cd -laves, was as jet iin- 
tised, while the (iist nieiiaee of eqiiiiliza- 
lioii of diitio.s. v\.is growling in the distant 
east, it riiii-t bo i.ll (\#ed, that the riim.iiir of 
taction, geneiiited by higlily excited ft clings, 
and lusteied by a picss of iiniiariilled setir- 
I'itil.V, li'-is exeitdsud an iiiaiispieious iufluenee 
Over society, paitieiilai Iv in Port L s^iis, where 
the disliitciiun between Trajan and Ty¬ 
rian is now markedly delincd.-and that 
some of tlie Fivneb creoles, rendering us in 
some measure responsible for the unpopu¬ 
lar acts of our Government, regard u.s with 
fcclingsof alienation if nut in linspitalily. Tflis 
cloud on the social horizon, will, I^rnst, soon 
di.ssipatc, and that, following the amicable 
example of the union in the fatlier lands, the 
transplanted ro.se and liily, will bloom toge¬ 
ther in nnjenlous beauty amongst 4he spring- 
groves of Cerne. No one who has resided 
for any length of t^rc in the island, but must 
have been struck with the attacbmeiit, wbieli 
the Freneli creoles evince towards their native 
soil, and their uniiftfuisitivencss to transport 
themselves beyond the blue, watery horizon 
that girdles in their beloved isfand. lone 
day called on a French lady in Port Louis, 
who mentioned that she had jost«reoeived a 


m 

letter from a oreolc correspondent theii in 
ris, who complained bitterly of being e'a*. 
niiye in the large.st metropolis of Bu'ropet 
iinrl said that she was incessantly sighing af» 
tt'f her dear Maurice. What tbert, can be 
a more convincing proof of the gloomy appre¬ 
hensions, with whieh the hahitans at large 
look forward to emancipation, than tlieresolvn 
of many of them to ttan.splant tbemsciven 
from thtfsoil in whieh their feelings, liabits, 
and prejudices have so firmly enrooted them¬ 
selves, and to exchange their tranquil inde¬ 
pendence, and genial climate, fur tlio cold 
skies, hut efTerve.scing political atmosphere of 
France. Sincerely should 1 rcjoicq^if my 
foicboding.s were falsified by the rc.siiTf,' that 
tlie .same bre; igi which can say to the slave 
“be free,” could endow him with the qiiali- 
tie.s re(|iiisite for making a rigiit use of free¬ 
dom, and that tlie Mauritius, after tbs 
Clowning niensuro of emancipation, should' 
bccumc tiic liappicst of possible colonies. 1 
have wi'.'Mun to little purpose, indeed, if the 
reu(h;i' i«iioiiltI rise from tlie perusal of this 
with the impression, that I am an underhand 
advocate of prescriptive abuses, or would in- 
sidiun.sly assume any necessary connection 
lietwccn the continuance of slavery, and the 
prosperity of our sugar plantations. The is- 
l iiiil of Puerto llieo, a colony of the most 
notoriously niis-governiiig kingdom of Eu< 

I ope, poor fallen Spain, affords a splendid il- 
lu-trniion of a licli nnd nourishing tiopical 
settlemeui, in which by far the larger propor¬ 
tion of the ciiltivatur.s are free men. Eman¬ 
cipation unquestionably siioiiid linvc been 
ronferred on all Ibe blanks of tlie Mauri- 
(iu.s iiiicxceptedly, but nut, I think, until 
after the lapse of a sufiieient period, as duly 
improved, would have, in some measure, pre- 
paic.l them for tlii.s priceless but hazaiduns 
li.ion. Had a piobalionary period of twenty 
or twenty-live years been assigned in lieu of 
the present limited term of “ apprentissage," 
the iiie.ii rigibic eiders of the present genera- 
lian would have past away, and the infants of 
to-diiy, utiiler a broad but simple system of 
education, might have attained to years of 
di.scretion, a very dissimilar race from their 
I forefalbers, nnd qualified to receive the bless¬ 
ing of wliicb the latter were not found wor- 
iliy. Tills system of education should have 
comprized {iractical ngiieullure, reading, wri¬ 
ting, and the .simpler rules of arithmetic, ia 
iiddition to which the elements of morality, 
and the sublime precepts of Christianity^ 
avoiding dubious and tbnrny doctrines, shonld 
hare been timely imstilled into their minds. 
To the few, who might bo desirous of an am¬ 
ple range through the regions of knovviedge, 
every facility and cncouia;vinent should have 
been afforded. So powerful lui incentive as 
the hope of rewards, should not have been 
omitted, and premiums should have been 
awiyfded to excellence in the various depart¬ 
ments of instruction. 

A small s|fot of ground might have been 
bestowed on each head of a family, wjiieh 
under pain of disgrace and forfeiture, be 
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should bo compelled to cultivate, and the 
institution of a horticultural society, similar 
to that of Calcutta, would have excited the 
•industry and emulation of the negroes, and 
furnished the island, with that in which it is 
ai present deiicient, a copious and excellent 
supply of fruits and vcjretabics. Individual 
epfrancliisenicnt should have been, as here 
toforc, proposed as the noblest compensa¬ 
tion fur good conduct and desert .on the 
part of the apprcnlis ; but it should, 
on all occasions, have been reserved as a 
Toward for tiled merit, and uneqiiivucal pro¬ 
priety of behaviour, not, as has been too 
often the case, conferred in partiality, or 
caprice,*^n*lbo negative idler, or plausible 
knave. In order to rescue this boon I'ruin 
abuse, and invest it with added iniporiancc 
and lustre, it niiglit have been made rcsuin- 
able in those cases, where the recipient, by 
bis after conduct, should evidence that he 
had nut been deserving of the favor. 

The nnworlliy Alfranchis would then 
revert to his former state of apprentissage, 
and tlnis to Iiis fellow servants wonbl have 
been alToided a signal illuslratiun of the 
■value and ibe sanctity of liberty. An ana¬ 
logous system lias been pursued in our Aus¬ 
tralian Colonies in tlic institution of the 
ticket-of-lciive. This induliteiice is granted 
to those piisoneis, vvho conduct tlicmsclvo'i 
for a certain period with rcgulariiy and pro¬ 
priety, as assigned servants and l.iliouieis. 
If theii after conduct as iie.kct-ot-le,ivc-iiieii, 
gives satisfaction to their masters, alter auo- 
tlier term o,f piohatioii, they are recoinmendcd 
to entire enfranchi^emeiit ; but shoiil<l tlieir 
bebavioiir, on tlic contrary, maiiircsl that 
they are unworthy uftlie indulgence bestowed 


upon them, Ihey arc reduced to tbe class 
of assigned convicts. This system has been 
attended with signally beneficial results in 
New South Wales, and Van Diemnn’s 
Land, which induces me to think that a 
eoriesponding procedure in the distiihU' 
tion of cnfianebiscmcnt to tbe appienlis of 
the Mauritius, might have been fiauglit 
with siiuilaily favorable consequences. Tlicie 
are some, perhaps, who may be olTendcd at 
my roeoiumeiiding a trait of the policy insti¬ 
tuted for till* transported felons of England 
to lire consideiatioii ol tlic legislator.s for the 
black population of tlic Maiiiilius. Had 
they vi.sitcd, as I have done, boib eounliies, 
and compared with unpiejiidiced evc.s tbe 
character of the noiis and itic eonviels, 
their opinions would, I lliink. have iiiiiler- 
gonc no slight revulsion, and ilicy might have 
been iinliiecd to doubt if tbe gnieialify of 
tlia Tasmanian and Auslialiaii piisoneis, 
(I except of course Ibose doiililc-di.slilleil 
villains, those liiii.sbeil gtatluales in crime, 
who arc alisoibed bv tlie lion (Jaiiivs of Port 
Arthur and Norfolk Island, the penal si-tile- 
ments within the penal setllemciit.s) weie not 
on the whole nnoe uideily and nioial than 
the appiculls ol the Jsle of Fi aaec. 

Supposing that a pi.in, .similar lo niv hypo¬ 
thetical one, had b(rn pot in piaetiee, and 
tirat it liyd not,— wliicli i^ eeilainlv iiopioha- 
hle,—been attended wilh eien pnilial siicces.s, 
it would have been .il least a inatter of eon- 
sol.ition lor Oiii lawgiveis, to lelUci ihat they 
hud adopted nieasuie.s ostensililv eaieiilaled 
to piodiice the di-siied lesiilt. and ilial if as 
iiioiials lliey could not eouiniaud s recss, 
they had done, more—dcseived it.— t'lilculiu 
Lilerari/ Gazi'lte. 
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In sucli a country as this, were tlie Euro- | 
peans and the natives have been united l>y 
the ties of‘alliance and friendship, ami aie 
inspiied with an avidity to know sutliciently 
of eaeli other, it will not, I bope,^be tlioiiglil 
uiiinterc.sting by your readers, to fifrnisli you 
fiom time to time, wilii an account of the do¬ 
mestic manners, habits, usages, and t^io no¬ 
tions of the Hindoos,—a subject which not 
only remains to be fully developed for add¬ 
ing to the stock of information of the literati 
of this nieltupolis ; bnt is exceedingly fer¬ 
tile ol sqieculation and amusement. In im- 
ppging~this djnieiiit ta.sk upon iny.scif, the 
^eal thing that I wish to attend to, is an ad- 
bereiice to faef.s. It will not he my business 
to luxui iate in the fascination of poctii^lictinn 
or embellish my sketches with ideal ejftel- 
icncies. I would rather like to jie simple and | 
perspicuous tlian soar fur sublimity and pa- 
,>hob to.i|ie Parnassian mansion of the nine or 


disturb the calm and inajc.sfic Ileliron foi 
(loweiy Uopes ,md exubciaiit ilioiiglits. 
Should a legurd for tnilii oblige me to lie in¬ 
delicate lieie and (ben* in my expic.ssious, 
let not iiiv gentle and fair readcis take any 
offence. I, however, tieseeeli them to eliecr 
me with a golden smile and overlook any 
faults tli|jl I may iiiiconscinnsly eommit. 
Bill what shall we select as tiie begining of 
our di.ssei taiion ? Why the women of course ; 
and though llio age of chivalry is gone, and 
that of idiilosophcr.s and cold calculators is 
Clime, yet Klicn a Diileinr.u, the mere creature 
of a perlurbcd imagination, could rouse a 
hero to devote himself tewher honor by sally¬ 
ing forth ill quest of new advcntiiic.s and ex* 
ploits, armed wilh a lan(\e and a target id 
hand, and brave every battle and danger in 
the Hood og field, what will the modest and 
the blushing womefi of CalcutU think of us 
if no effervescence of feeling or burst of 
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enthuniastn he evinced for them ? Come then 
what will, we are determined to dedicate our¬ 
selves lirst to their cause : • 

Kearlh may hiiln, waves euijulf, fire coDsumc us. 

But iwnt siiail now be able to shake us. 

However true it may he. that the mighty fa¬ 
bric of ignorance, wliich had reaieil iiseli'from 
time ini'uciuonal m (his ill-fated land, has lie- 
Ruti to dissolve, an<i the elfects of mental illu¬ 
mination me visible in some parts, yet tliox: 


her nuptial-s with such as were prepaiing to 
go to that “ bourne whence no iravellei re¬ 
turns.’’ it is, however, a happv thing, that 
the other castes do not follow this hideous 
prartiee. They inarri ilicii Icmali^s at their 
odd years, and always consider the ninth and 
the eleveiiUi as the niariia^eahle age. But 
how is the inaleh-tiKikiiii: eircted in this 
country? Is it. by free ii'ill oi hy neci.ssiii) ! 
OTi! thrslliudu feiiinles are V'My wielched, iii- 
dssed this u-speet ! “ Tliey are <|iiitu strangers 

aio 
pi- 


Who have aecmalelj observed th« eliaiacter-, ,o p„iis pmclies an<l hillci doux.” Thov 
isties of the Hindu women, must admiuUai: ihhed and cabined in kilclieiis mid 
then eotidiuoii has been little a'iielioia(ed,.»t;oii holes, wlieie- they busy iliemselvos in 
either ni an intelleetiiul or iiioral point ol | (.odiIiih^ their loeks witii uiolicu ^a\_^rid ud- 


view. It may he that some of them arc en¬ 
dowed with altiaeiive qualities, hut that their 
actions, habits, and piiticiples are grounded 
upon siipersiiiion ; end that their tastes niid 
riotiuns o fheauty ant liidieioiis and iiiireliued, 
is wiial appeals to me as iiiduhitahle ns a seif 
evident piopositiori. The leligioiis piejudf- 
Ccs wliitdi have hetMi .suli’ered to twine loiiiid 
their mind lioni iiilariey, aretlie bane of every 
impiovemeiit and eaii eontiihiilc to not liog 
Inutile pci |)ctiuition of (licir dcgiadcd slate. 
The ridie.lions c.eicmoiiies wliie.'i liicv nic 
taught toidiserxc, ami the aiitiipialcd eiistoins 
winch tlicy idolize, do not only aifoul evi¬ 
dences of their iii.ihiliiy to reason, Init aie 
SCI ions impcdi.in nts, to their ascending in 
the scale of civilizati-ni. • 

Instead, Imwe.ver. of exhausting here my 
strie.liiic.s Hi once, I wonild leserve tlieai for 
proper jdaces, and would, (hcicfoic, divide 
tin Hindu Women into tliice heads, viz., the 
uiimaiI ied, the inai I led, ;i,(td tlicwidovv. 

Fiistilieii with regaid to'the nnmanied wo- 
men, Ii is pel haps known to many that the 
Hindu soeielv eonsisls ofseveial e.isles, al- 
iiiost all ot whom have made it a i^niil to get 
their daiigliteis iiiariied hefoie they arrive 
at the ago ol puhn (\, and if in am ins.mice 
the rule is violated, the sliastci teaches that 
the foul lei'll siieiK'ssiviif atn'estois of the pa¬ 
rents of the gill, whose inaniage is thus iieg 
Icele l, shall have to feel hereailei the honors o! 
hell and receive a coiid'gn piinisinneiit fm 
tlieii eiiiiie. 'Fhc Cooliu Brahniiiis do not |ia\ 
raucli atlcrition to this oidiriance, i(iou.ili it i.- 
by theii race that it has been falnicatcd and 
ushered into ibe vvoild. In such matters as 
the.so they are more rlisposed to observe theii 
family di.siiiietioiis of koul and honor ihcii ic- 
ligious precepts. They would rather suflicr 
their women to remain iinmariici till they 
•'re grey with the hour of years, than submit 
to marry them to men who are not distiu- 
giiished Cooliiis. The liappine.ss of their fe¬ 
males is no consideration witli Alicm, kool 
being the goal of their ambition and glory. 
1 have been told by somo persons that in 
tbe.se cases wlicie*healthy men for bride¬ 
grooms have not been found, the sick and 
the dying have becif selected for the purpose, 
and many a girl blooming with beauty, and 
bursting with the Hushes pfjoyouif youth, has 
been draggea to the dreadful verge of the 


likings 


miiiiig their own beauty, haviiiga looking 
glass before tli^nn. They aic nut allowed to 
intend any ball, niavqneiade, or Iheatio 
when they might, to see “ (Captains, (hilonels, 
or Knights ill arms” or the (aeeiions genile- 
men uf the bar qiiihidiiig vvMh i!ie haiiglity 
eivitimis, and the thoiighlfnl iiiei-eliaiits reci- 
pinealing civilities with eaeli oilier. They 
have no op,>oitnniiie.s ofeiitiyi-ig on t!ie xlar- 
Iny mid the f/luin-in// iiegeeialions of love or 
ofiustling in >ilk and .satin, in haiouclies 
ind phietoiis with men to try their iieails hy 
liie (onelistotic of e.i)!ivei,sat..ni. They have 
no alh'iins to inspiie miv maiksur possess 
any knowledge of the (iliilosopy of love mak¬ 
ing. Mariiaj.e tiieii, by tiec will, is quite 
out of tlio (|ue.'<tion. It is (lieir paienis who 
look out for their inaten> .s, and siloaled as 
they are, th"y arc compel led by iiects.sity to 
accede to their wishes. Oli whiit .'i capital 
way of mateii-makin;!: this is I Hi^vv openly 
do the Hintlii bids and ias.dti carry on helween 
(iieni a fice (ladc in their Ihoiiglits mid fcel- 
iiig.s ! llovv ume.siiaiiied me their 
and di.siikitigs ! ' 

Bullet us open the emtains of secrecy at 
once, and see how aio they employed till the 
liyiiienial torch is lighted U|ion lliciii, Ob ! 
heic 1 's the very iiiairovv and pith of the 
'aniasUa ! tVviild 1 liad the head of a Cei- 
vaiites'.— but vain is ilkat aspiration, so let 
me jog oil in my usual way. ’Flic bonny 
nii.sses of oiii eounliy are full uf finicij'ul oiis- 
loms. Tlie programme will railier ho dry : 
gentle readers, have palience and follow me. 
To propitiate the god of death and prevent 
his inllicting an-y punishment heicafler on 
their hrojhirs, ' to-'ie hiishmid.s mid tlicir 
pmenls, the iiicrcifiil misses of the Hin¬ 
doos dig out every year, in the month of Kar- 
tie, smttll tombs of one cubit long and (ilacing 
around them some statues uf clay as the re¬ 
presentatives of those pCKSons, con.secrate 
such tombs to the awful Jumtna. This is cer¬ 
tainly the most efficacious way of cultivating 
friendship with the god of death and secur¬ 
ing the means of receiving fubire rewards ! 
In the month of Agran they draw on their 
terrace^sketches of houses, gardcn.s, temples, 
birda, the images of gods, and all the orna¬ 
ments used in this country ; and when the 
bright luminary of the sky pitches his rosy 

_ pavilion in the ..west, they go then, accom|>a- 

iSAwrAan and there comnauded tcsoelebratelnied by an elderly woman, with some grain 
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Rnd in hand, and putting these hol\ 
things upon the paintings, one liy one. express 
their wishes and aspirations regarding the 
, niarried state. Tho.se who have no hrolhers 
,at^ tangHt to rorni small hails of dung and 
nhaff and mtftter .sonic S!)ells that their fathers 
inay. he soon hles'^ed with sons. The ineniis 
tr'hieb they apply to .supply their fathers with 
water hereafter, is by making themselve^s 
Stand in tanks in the month of Mang mid not 
eoiliing home until tlicir brolliers go there 
ai^ bring iheni iiy tlie hand. The precaution 
wliieh they take against their nails being 
..speiiled by any disease, consits in .siifTering 
tnem to ($r'>w for a fortnight and cutting them 
in the month of Olioitrn in the midst of some 
married women, who make it \iieir principal 
husiuess to throw upon the lovers of this cus- 
,tom pots of jaggery and fruits. The niis.«es 
are also in the habit of worshipping cows 
with pounded turmeric, flowers, grain, and 
grass,.heiiig deeply impressed with a convic¬ 
tion, that this will entitle them to go here¬ 
after to the hallowed eiiipiie of ATr^r/tnu. • Ip 
adition to these they perform many other ee- 
remontes ofasiniilnr nature, and nii.serabh' 
spend all the days of thoir yoolfi. The aa- 
vloee, which they receive from Hie Brali/nins 
.-'fitrd the religion which they are taught to 
‘profess, are not only detrimental to their iin- 
Mhiag any liberal sentiments hut, aie totally 
destructive of any attempts that may be made 
to awaken in their minds a desire to receive 
the blessings of knowloilge. Such rcileciion.s 
aii! tiiese are too painful tti patiiots and phi- 
lahthropists. We hope, however, that tlicM' 
absurd customs wnl no' long exist in ttii>. 
land of daik-.icss and that ‘’bright improvc 
imen will soon come on the cur of Time.’' 

P. 

Calcutta, 2d April, 1837. 

[ Englishman. 
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« 

I continue my remarks on the Hindoo fe¬ 
males. 

The married women of .the Hindoos area 
aet of curious beings. 4s soon as the nuptial 
day passes away,their souls become'enlranced 
in a.innltipiiciiy of pleasures. Then is the 
time for them to learn all thdsc arts that 
may heighten their faijQipations and captivate 
the hearts of their liaibands. Then is the 
time for thenrto polishuieir locks with*tnolten 
wax t to adorn their noses and foreheads 
whh thick spoil* of ink and red-lead; to beao- 
‘.iify their persons with powdered tiirinerio ; 
tp'declt theif necks with garlands of flowers, 
•.nd UMike their lips and teeth by meesee as 
blatfkjytf the>ing of a raven. Rose-water, 
ettar, mathagossa,* and a variety of other 
«|tor^orous things are then lavished to im- 
i^gnate their hajr with fragrance, and no 
ilieans remain nri^ied to monopolize all the 
love and affeotioo of their dhteemed lords. 
. . . . . . .. . 


V 

In order to eomhine in them all the charms 
of beauty, they glow with the ambition to be 
laden wiih ‘‘charba'ic pearl and gold," and 
fire seldom found sighing for cheeks of roses, 
eyes of stars, bosoms of ivory, lips of ruby, 
voice of cuckoos, or for any other dear object 
of poetical aspiration in which 'the thoughts 
of many English ladies are absorbed. No¬ 
thing can he of greater iiiomeiit to them than 
to sparkle in gems and jewels, and as long as 
they are not^ decorated from liead to toe with 
all the ornamentj of the country, their giee- 
dy desires and vcxiilioiis requests are unsat¬ 
ed. They are always wrapt in black or red 
bordered iffrces, usually of ten cubits long, 
aqd huvd'nulhing to do with Irowseis, sashes, 
gowns, Or bonnets. Whenever they have 
‘to'go to any of their relations’houses, they 
a IB 'sure to he attired in the finest clothes 
■of r>Rc*;a, whose goigcoiis trioimiiigs loosely 
Hpw in the air, wliile tliey move all veiled 
with measured steps. Very few of them are 
to be'fouiid to possess sociality : their flashes 
of wit degenerate into levity ; and the Jokes 
which they crack with each other, border in 
jjiost instances on indecoiiiin and indecency. 
Those who are capable of leading their ver¬ 
nacular language, amuse thcm.selics soinc- 
times willi the voluptuous poems of JJerlda- 
soimder and Chunder-kunt, hut tho.se who liavo 
no knowledge even of their oivn alphabets 
sadly spend llieir days and nights with gab¬ 
bling and gambling. 

When any giil of a respectable family 
reaches years of piihert.i, how licaity arc tlie 
checis and s’ongralnlaiidii.s of her p.ueiits 
and relations! Gamuf/ifis of the inixlnie of 
poiindco turmeric and clinn.im are being pre¬ 
pared, the women of the lioiise give up lliem- 
solvcs to revcliy and meiMineiit, and diity 
each other’s clothes with this disagieeahio 
slutr; messengeis are also sent with pois of 
oil, betel, and oilier accoinpanynie:its 

of\i festive DfUiiie to all the geiitlewoinert in 
the ciiile of their aiMtuaintance, to invite 
them to witness the celcbiatiun of this felicit¬ 
ous event; and the giil, who is ti e source of 
this world of plea.sure, is instantly pot into 
a scque.st^ed room in the miildle of four split 
bamboos, two cubits lung, placed upon liinip.s 
ofelay, witli slips of dry palm-leaves stuck 
on the tops, and a fine long thread flung 
around. A glimmering taper stands before 
her ; the face of a man she is never permitted 
to* see; and should she chance to do so 
while in fliis state, the life of him who is 
thus seen is sure to be shortened. The meal 
which is allowed her to eat, consists ofalit- 
ile quantity of the refuse of rice boiled with 
milk and jngery. 

The sprightliness of youth takes leave of 
her futures, and “ confined and feStpred in this 
nenfold, therd . she strives to keep up for 
four days a frail an^ feverish being." 

Bat when the fifth comes, who does not 
exclaim “Velcomei.song and w|loonie jest?" 


* A frsgruit dnff for the hair. 


• A piak dye made from the red wood... 
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An enlertaininent takes place whe^ hiiiidred 
of the inviteil ladies—“ white, black, and i;;rey, 
with all their trumpery,” and eliiu|u:iiit and 
glittering with luagnificeitt dianiniids, eme¬ 
ralds, and rubies, pour in, in an endless suc¬ 
cession, to partake of all the noiivivialily 
usual on this joyous occasion. Couches and 
• chairsare placed for them in a large canopi¬ 
ed compound, and as soon as they arc all 


dressed in bhalers of deep crimson hue. Tho. 
young gentleman puts nu his head a light, 
white hut of comical shape (toporo) and 
Stands encircling with his hand the breast of 
his ** bosom friend,” wliose veil glitters with a 
((iiadrangular ornament of sola, and if siiifer ■ 
ed to descend as a mark of mode.s‘ly no lets 
th-in two cubits long. Such a spectacle as 
this never fails to draw near it a coucoursa of 


seated, a dozen or two of female songsters,'«oftiind wointMi, aiuoiig whom the matrons 
and tom-tom-heaters are desired to dis|)lay|ihe^house come loiwaid before tlic.se lendef 
their proliciencv, when these votarits of mu-|0'*jects of their nll'cction, and wi.xh them joy 
sic hecomo so animated and enthusiastic Sir and prosperity by a variety of contortions of 
fame and glory, that they torment their very ! their hands, and shaking before iliom every 
thront.s and hands with excessive bawling and "ow juiid thiftn a brass plate of diver sified 
beating. They are genorally divided into two nones formed of pounded rice, Isfl1ffrt»l:ii!k, 
parties, each trying to execii the other h,y tfie -and red leiad. • Alter an observance of these 
dint of indecent dancing and cobles', replifte rile.s, the/to/>/yf ji^ir are coiiilucted to an ad- 
willi ahoininahlc vulgarity, all of which is joining room, where a couple ot family Urah- 
gierhaps considered as lUo food of love. After mins (loorohits) .seat theniselve.s on pieces of 
this tamashaw is over, ihe nearest relations having before them lloweis, grass, 

of the imprisoned girls perfoiin a dramatic Rrairi, podtew, and bosas and busces,—the im- 
picce. A representation of a tank is made, plements of religious warfare,—commence 
near which one of them sits, “high on- a chanting Ipta of to re-nnite this girl 

throne of royal state,” while the others, as'l****^ "'•tli the ties of inarriage. 

her aides-de-camp and constables, wait around. Tlie ceremony is hence denoininated poonoo- 
But the play becomes a dull nimiotonons bibaho, ot matriage celebrated again, and has 
thing, and appears more like a colloquial oiiginatod from a notion, that when a girl 
twaddle than any thing else. There is no | attains to womanhood she is no longer imma- 
piocession or cavalcade, no march of soldiers, calatc, and must he a diilerent being fiotn 
no flourish of Iroiiqiets,-no battle of heroes, I what she was,^ But let us come to the epi- 
no sacking of towns, nor the ussastiiafion of, jogue of thisyarce. As soon as the chattcr- 
kings. These lovely nm.'ttcurs are not fond j ios of tho Bi'fliiinins is over and tho flowers 
of such thcaincal e.baims as these. What} with iiandle arc flung around, the happy pair 
tickles tlicir fancy the most, is to spurn the' si^md close to each other in the midst of a 
dim horizon of prohahililv at once, and wander; number of spectators. Hero the youn.g gen- 
unconlincd on tho regions of di liision. They jtlemaii performs the part of,a lover* but not 
assume that the giil in Gominenioration of by “sighing like a imnaco with a woeful bal- 
w'hose maturity tho feast is given, is “ as la-' in<i> niade to his^ mistress eyebrow.” In ohe- 
dics love to he who love their bn-ds.” They 'dience lb tho injunction of the Ati/y thaster, he 
here bawl out a rigmarole “ full of sound and ■ pn'^'nlly undresses fits beloved wife, and 
fury, signifying nolhing” and bringing before' placing liis band witliti gulden ring upon her 
them a thick piece of stone, (nora) they si-’ ‘ ' 


niultarieously raise a cry “ io here appears the 


abdomen for a few moments, heroicallg tlirows 
it on the ground... Should tliis ring full on 
wished-for son !” One of them then plavs lift | tbo figld side, it would be a sure prognosti* 
paitof a midwife wliile*tlie .female songsters «aiion of their having a son 'as their first 
resume their songs, and the wthoie stage rings ; issue, but if on the leflia daughter. When 
with joy and benediction. Tho liniir of en-, the celebration of this peonooiiWw comes to a 
tcrlainment then draws on apace, and the ' dose, their wearing apparoMs tied together; 
fueelioiis invited ladies, silting cross-legged a number of statues made of pounded rice aro 
on the floor, regale themselves at last with a j held before them as lheir-to-l>e progeny, and 
variety of sweetmeats. Bui as the day steeps | ns they go upstairs, Ihe wife throws away all 
itself in the soft diades of twilight, the throng ' her fictitious sons one by one, while the hns- 
disperses. ail the pomp and parade fade in a | baud regar^fBI of these serious losses, busily 
total evaufiscouo, and the place which was 


but half an hour ago the receptacle of beinga 
breathing such divine, Enchanting,® ravish¬ 
ment,, grows dark and looks like a cloudy sky 
^reft of its stars. 

> In the course of a few days a vjg-y impor- 
tafit ceremonv is performed. The Happy girl 
and her liusbi|p^are taken , in an open place 
of the lower ptiw^mF the inner aparment, where 
a barber ik desired to out their nails and 
adorn the feet of^the young lady with 
red -streaks of S^Jiey thf^ beantify their 
persons with the'powdered turinerip and oil, 
and after bathing Id alitllesj^ot surroanded- 
with four plantain trees, ^^t themselves 


saves them from being crushed to death. 
They then come and sit down on a mnanfp^ 
and spdhd a little time at playing of howrieitj 
but when night advances on her ebony c^ 
and the sky ail serene and bine, ** seems iik'e 
an ocean hugh on high,” how raptnrous most 
be the emotions of this happy pair 1 tilo 
music can be sweeter music to tliem than the 
opening sound of their bed-chamber'e lock, 
and while they enter this seat of fecility wiil^ 
alacrity, and smiles, bursts of animhf 
cbeeis and the clanging of JAaakoes ret 
rate in the whole house.—Kid. 

(T»heontimi^.J 
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In spea*kin? of the projeet of opening a imatfnitude, and which speak more home to the 
coinniiuiiciiii.in hcl'M’eii (hiicutta and Bombay, iGovcrmiiont, dein.uid our attention. One of 
wo alluded to a larjre tract of unexplorevl j these evils is the obstacle which this unex- 
country lyillij lietwccti MiJnapoor ^iid Nti’j;*-] plored tract offers to a free and safe coinmu- 
poor. Tiiis |i(»rtion of India, the reader niast | nicalion bolwoou this and the pre.sidency of 
have perceived in every map, shining forth to Boinhiiy,^as well as ali tliose stations which 
the view in all the brilliance of unspotted lyV to llio Siutli-west of lien^al. Indeed, 
white,■ except tlie words “ uiirxplitxed eotinti’if " the near apiiroich of lliis tract, (inliahited as 
written across it Liokini; on the map of it is hy a race of uiisnhdiicd mountaineers,) 
Asiti, w nw is o careely find another similar spot to the coast, aloni;- wliieh the onlylandcom- 
willi which the one in question mi^'lit he com- municaiioii between ibis and Madias exists, 
paired. The celestial empii^ of China, where renders that eoinmiiniea ion extremely iincer* 
the pour barbariam of uncivUisad £ur»pe, cam Inin. Were a lioidc of tlioso inoiintaiiieers 
find no admiitaiiee except i>y stealtli, instead'disposed, at any critical juncture, to collect 
of pieseutin}^ a similar blank on the map, tinder the shelter of tlicir liills and jiiii;;les 
with the words “ ausxpUned eonntrp" written aloii" tlie Madras road, from whiidi their fast- 
across it, appears well--stored with cities, nesses arc in some parts only ten miles dis- 
towns, rivers, &(!., &c,, which prove Ih^t the tant, they could with case intercept the 
world has not been kept in total ignorance of march of our troops, or at least give much 
tliesc celestial regions. In fact, we are (ore- aiinoyanee, and render travelling exiiemely 
ed, for a similitude of this singular sp it, to unsafe. This evil is not quite so far distant, 
travel on to Africa, wheie the sandy deserts,'nor our remarks so speculative as some 
of Zahara present to the view a simiiar wliite'miglii be pleased to imagine. Do tiioy know 
spot; but, even tliere ilie words “ sandy cl e-; who re fVomnsoor, anaine witli wliicli they liavc 
sert” is a sufiieient apology for the geogra-‘lately become so familiar, is situated ? It is 
piier, and .seems tosay lliat if there was any witliiif the local aiuliit of tiiis .same unexplor* 
variety in the featuies of thetiact it would ed tract. The eery name of this scene of tlie 
have been exliilsited to the view of rn-inkind, military operations now carried on, viz. 
Were tills unexplored tract situated on our Goow-veor, to use a Persian pliiase, has liitlier- 

fronticr, it might he s iid the Brilisli arms bad to been allogetlier (Jauiu, or unknown to 

not liitliorto been able to penetrate the eouii- iiiaiikiiid. The tuibulent .state of the people 
try; and that therefore its general features iiiliabiling tlic place has uroiightit into notice, 
coaid nut be known. But no, the tract is in and now we hegiii to hear of Goomsour; hut 
the veiy lirart of India, approacliing the .seat vvilli its exact locality few only are acquaint- 
of our Supreme Govurninent witliiii 140 miles, ed. Some will tell you it i.s between Madras 
From Midnapooi and Cuttack, twoofom Mi ami Cuttick ; others lieiweeu tbrtlaek and Uy- 
litary and Ciiil stations, its distance is no derahad or Nagpoor, and so forth; but its 

more than about .'lO miles respectively. Its pieci.se position few know. Siicii is tlie want 


approach to tlie coast beyond Gaiijam, is still 
closer, being within 20 miles of it. Thus it 
appears that, whil.st information has been 
sought, and ulitaiiied from almost every pait 
of India, this urifortuuate spot, situated un¬ 
der our very eyes, nay, in tlie very heart of 
our dominions, ha.s been allowed to remain 
unexpioied. The Jungles and bills of Aracan 
have been visited, and a Traut has suppli¬ 
ed u.s with tlie route from thenbeoto the/n-a- 
waddp in the very midst of the Burmese Em¬ 
pire. A Pemberton has laid open to oar 
view the country to the Eastward ifSilhet, 
and a Nnefville that towards Upper Assam ; 
even the Himalayas have been, and are about 
to be. explored to a groat extent, and the 
Jpjpwtments formerly said to have prevailed 

Kamroop have been dispelled by the labors 
of oiir pabllc ofiicers ; but, strange as it may 
appear, the tract we are speaking of remains 
vtiexplored I • 

IVant of information regarding this tractis, 
however, not tbe only evil nthich we have to 
complain of, as raising from the neglect to 
eapiore it. Mipiy others, of far greater 


oi information in regaid to these parts. 

On examining some paiiers not generally 
accessible to the pablie, we find the following 
brief sketch given of this place by Mr. Thac¬ 
keray, in Ills olliniai repot t to tlie Government 
of Fort t^t. George, dated 3(tth Minch IHID: 

Gooinsoor is a largo and fertile zemindary, 
composed of valleys running up between the 
hills Qf the great range divimiig Ganjam from 
the Marliatta country, and a wide extent 
hill and jungle on the frontii 

But totreturn to the evils consequent on our 
want of information regarding this unexplor¬ 
ed tract, we need but point to the loss of lives 
and treasure which has been i^lready caused by 
the Goontsoor campaign. The survey of the 
whole of this tract, together with the construc¬ 
tion of a good road acrojs it, would not have 
cost the Slat" near so much as this campaign is 
likely to swallow up, and, perhaps, after all, we 
shall be left just where were in point of in¬ 
formation regarding the oountry—exposed as 
much as e^er to a reourenoe <^the evils wo 
are now suffering from this war. With facts 
like thesif! before us, we cannot but deprecate 
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the policy of those wlio maintaiii (hat the ci¬ 
vilization of the people iiihabitiiig this tin- 
explored tract is nut an object for dhe serlutis 
consideration of (fovernnisnl in the political 
and the financial departments. We name these 
departiiKMits in particular, in order to indicate 
that in the luoral dopaitmcni, if there be such 
' a one, the subject would not atrinit of a ques¬ 
tion. We have been informed that some three 
yeats aito the project of openiiii' a road be 
tween this and UoinlM> was subniilte^ by sonic 
liberal minded men for the consideration dI 
Government; but that amuiiK Clie udvisers'ot 
that liiah autlioiity in these matters, soine 
considered that it would have been a waste of 
funds to carry the project into operation ; and 
whilst, on the general principles of pliilan 
tbropy, tliey affected to approve of the mea¬ 
sure of civilizing'tbc'-e people on the ground 
of financial eonsidciations, they o|ipossed the 
(iroject. Attending' no doubt to the adviee of 
tiiese penny-wise and pound foo-lisb pnliti 
eiaiis, the Goveriiineiit has until now dcferrei) 
can-} ing the piojeet into eflecl,—and behold 
the consequence.'! The Gooiiisoor war would 
perhaps have been prevented by adopting the 
iiieasiiM s wbieb weie recoiiiiiicndcd to Guverii- 
niciil, and so many valuable lives and somiicii 
tieasiire, as ins liecii alieadv exiieiiiled on 
t i(‘se military opcrnliim, save!l. If a road be¬ 
tween ibis and llonibav find been operijjtl, di¬ 
viding in the first instance Ibis nnexploied 
iiaci alionl its centre, and then, '.is we. have al 
rcadv explained in a foiegoirig number, bring¬ 
ing into ciillivatiin the tracl.s lyingon eitliei sid ' 
ol the line of eiiniiiiiinication, llie civilization 
of these people would have been the natural 
coii.seqiieiieu. At least these people would 
have beenmo l>eUer aeipiaintcd with the mi- 
litaiy res’iiiices of Die Uritisli Indian (|ovcin- 
ineii .and of ilie total iinpo.ssibility of coiitend- 
iiigagaitist it wiiii Hiiv bopeofiiltiinatesiiece.ss 
Tliis knoalciige and .sneli an inipre.ssion of 
unr powci would have been the first step to^ 
M aids tile civilization of jbese people, a step 
.siilficieiit ill itself to have detericd them from 
niiv nttempt at unavailing hostility. The his¬ 
tory of the late Burmese war, and indeed of 
most vvars wiiicb this Government has had to 
wage with iU neighbours, shews thatmie hfis- 
tililies of our enemies weie cnnimenced and 
caii’ied on eliiefly in consequence of their 
igiiotaiicc of our power,.and of the means we 
possess ofonsiiiing ultimate success, andthat 
no sooner was a conviction of our supeiiorit}^ 
liiought home to their mind, than hostili¬ 
ties ceased, and the enemy beeanie either a 
trihutary vassal or a friendly ally, looking up 
to us for protection against his own neigh¬ 
bours. Blit in most of these instances physi¬ 
cal force was employed at a heavy loss in life 
and money to produce the desired oonviclioii. 
These aae.rilicos wem justifiable, because, 
owing to tlie situation ot the Burmese empire, 
the kingdom of Nep^il, &c. that conviction 
could not be produced without the aid of the 
strong arm of physical power. Bwtnosucli 
plea ot jnstinoKlion caiibe*set up in defence 
of the Goomsoor war; because the ulacois 
very differently situated, affording, asfalready 
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explained by us, easy and certain meami 
of conveying the required conviction to 
the minds of the inhabitants. Viewing the 
q(ie.4tioii in this light, the respousibiliiy of 
every drop of hloud-shud in skirmishes be¬ 
tween the people inhabiting the unexplored 
tract in question and our troops, must lie laid 
al till-door of this Government and-of those 
wliohave advised it against the iiiiprovenient 
wc ,'fro rcamniinon.liiig ; every rupee spent in 
su|S|)re4.sing those people, ought to be placed 
to their dehit. We would then see how this 
profit and loss policy would balance the ac¬ 
count. 

But when was an enlightened gc^entment 
in.<itilutcd or maintained merely to ground 
every coiisideratenn—to conduct every mea¬ 
sure, <ui the principles of pecuniary loss and 
gain ' .Surely this country is held in subjec¬ 
tion by the British nation for higher purposes. 
The object of making so large a portion of lin- 
maii beings as inhabit India, cuiiifnrtable and 
happy, no doubt, furins one of the chief prin- 
(■i|ile.s^>o which it liold.s dominion. Ifso, ought 
not till-. Government to wean, hy means of civi¬ 
lization, those savages fioin tlioir wretchedness 
an J brutality? When we reflect upon the 
iiiliiiiiian customs of these people, we feel ful¬ 
ly justified in using siieli strong language to 
(ioseribe their degraded condition. The fo|. 
lowing extract from the Madras Conterviitiue, 
contains some informaliun regarding these 
customs : — 

“ The revolting practices described in the following 
iiarralivc, (furnUhod u.s by a kind correspondent,) wilt 
not lull to eieate the greatust horror.* 

Ili'.Mts SAr-RtricFs in Goomsoor.—M oria pooja or 
iliinruii Sacrifice takes place once a yoar in one or other of 
the confuilerate Mootas m guccession.—The victims are 
ilolen from the low country or am brought fioin some 
other distant )<art, and sol<l lo those Mootas where the 
-u-'rifices are performed. If children, t hey arc kept uu- 
111 they atuin a proper age. This cruel ceremony is 
thus perlormed :—When the appointed day arrives, the 
KInnds assemble from all parts of the country dressed in 
their finely, some wilii bear-akins thiuwn over their 
-.lioiitdurs, others with the tails of peacocks flowing be¬ 
hind them, and the long winding foaiher of the jungle- 
cock w.iviiig on their heads. 'Thus decked out, they 
d.ince, leap and rejoice, beating drums and plaj'iog on 
'sii lU'iiument notunlike in sound to the Highland pipe. 
Soon .ilier noon, the Jani oi pie-ilig F r test with the 
aid of Ins assistanlj, fastens the unfoituuate victim to a 
strong post, wMch has been firmlv fixed into the ground, 
and there standing erect, he suffers the cruel torture, 
(bumanity shudders at the recital) o( haviug the flesh 
cut Irom Ills bones in small p'eces by the knives of the 
savage crowd, who rush on him, and contend with each 
other for a portion. Great value is attached lo the first 
morsel ent from the victim's body, for, it is supposed to 
possess greater virtues, and a proportionate eagerness is 
evinced to acquire it; hut, coQsiderahle danger to the 
person of the oporatur attends the feat,»for it happens 
also, that equal virtues are attributed to tlie flesh of Ihs 
lucky holder of the first slice. To guard against so ilis-. 
agrcealile a(l apptopnntion, a village will, peihaps, de¬ 
pute ontfof its number lo endeavour to secure the much 
desired object, and tliey accordingly arm him with a 
knite,' (merc.ii,) tie tilths round him, and holding on by 
tlieen-K at the appohited signal rush with three or fow 
thousand otheis at .iIih miseralile sacrifice ; when, if 
their man should be successful m his aim, they exert 
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ihtir utmost efibrU to drag him from the cruwii, tiom | 
whence (»o tew being able to approach the wrticlied oh- : 
ject at once,) should heesca|>e unhurt, tiie itliule iiuu 
their faces to their homes ; tor iii outer to lecuii- its full { 
ethcacy, they must deposit m tlieir fields befuic iho 
day Itas patsed, the charm they have so ciuelly won. 

The intent of this inhuman sacrifice is, to propitiate j 
Ceies. /low devilish !! I 


No. 2. 

BOAD IKON CALCUTTit TO BOMBAY, 

r 


y lias patsed, the charm they have so Ciuelly won. Since draw ing the attention of the public 

|lo the above iinportaul lincuf cuiuiniinicntioii, 
The intent of this inhuman sacrifice is, to propitiate imve been favored vvitli farther iriforniatioii 
uies. flow devilish !jp,, aubjcc.t, which .afiews that less difliciilty 
In fruddapoor, another and equally cruel sacrifice j *’**'*bs in the way of thi.s undertaking, than 
iQuentlv piecedesthe oue already described. A tniicli was at liist,iniagiued. At the same lime the 


frequently piecedesthe oue already described. A miicli wa.>> at hist,iniagme(l. At the same lime tlie 
sevenfeetloug isdug, along which a human being is stis-ladvanc.es fvhicli the cause of Stuaiii comiuu- 
pended alive by the neck and heels, fastened ivitli ropes jiiioi^ition between England and India is iiiak- 
to stakes, firmly hxed at each end of ihe excavation, sujing, furnish additional arguments to piovo 


ibat, to prevent slrangulatiuii, be is comiielled to sup¬ 
port liinieeli-willt Ins hands over each sidj ul his graie. 

The presiding priest or Jani, after pcifurnniig some 
ceremoniesin lionni of the goddess Llanekisiri, takes ,in 


the usefulness of executing the woik without 
fuilher delay. 

The chief ohject that ought to he kept in 


ake and inflicts SIX cuts at equal distances I'rom the back !* , l**’®*'^ undertakings o( public 

. . .... * . 1 l•w«■ll*■l e.! *Ksa«> •ssr^.s.'MatsksI mpiMssarvl.. s. i' 4 K .s 


of the neck to the beelv, repealing tbo numbers one, two, 
Clc., &c. as he proceeds ; Uondi, Keiidi, Moanjii, Nalgi, 


Utility, is that approved principle of the 
lienlli.Tiiiite school, the gicatcst good of the 


(.;iiingi,Sajgi,3ndatthes«ventli Argi.decapiuiesliiin,the greatest numlier, and fur the greatest length 
body falls into the pi', and IS cuveied iviiheaitli when the lof lime. Disregard of thi.s salulaiv maxim 
hellish orgies fiist described are enacted, f'omen aie | htw always hccii ullciided with coiisidcralile 
saciificed as well as men. Sime the ariival of iitc y^oop.s i to all Govci iiuieut.s, eSpeeiallv that of In- 
mtlioKhoudcountry a female foiindlierwayimotbc j,^ endeavours to open toads. When 

Collector St amp at Pamngia, with letters on her legs , ,,,, i,y ...j, 

she ha*! escapeu during the roiuuaKru ol iiii attack by .1 1 • / a* 

*ur men on the wulsa or hiding place of lb.-people, who l»'''l«‘> «< <•<"» 

li.id charge of her, and relaled, that .slie bad been ®’**Z<ipOor on the tjiir.ge.s to ilhulibilifiooi ; 
hoJdby her Aiot/icr 'to a Alooiikoo of one ol the t’dt- whciefotc only lo that plar-c wc aic 

iingia Alootas for the purpute of being saciiliced ' 1 need "'it awaie ; for, taking a gencTal vica of (Ik; 
nut say that slie W. 1 S m.tanily released, and tint she ab- couotiy^lo the south of Jhubbiil|iooi, wc liiid 
iuied allfurtlicr conneriiou nitli lici people.'' the iiio.st pail of that lr:i<;t as fciiilc, us likely 

* to yield beuclit, and as iiiiicli in the same st.itc 

he humane, the ciiilized leader as the country between .Ibubbalpoor ami 
pause a while, Bud reflect on the uliuvc Mirzapoor. The trunk road was, however, 
narrative, and when his mind has been lolly to be coinplctcd only to that point, and no for- 
impressed with a lively image of the .scenesof ther. Witb Ibis tiuiik road several branch 
cruelly it de.scribos, let him say wiictbcr he roaibs were projected towards Saiigor, l-fii*- 


will not join us in earnestly .supplicating singahad. Sconce, and in vaiioiis other direc- 
Governiiient to do all it can to wean these sa- tiotis. The construction of scvcial of these, 
sages from their worse than cannib.il inliuma especiallv the otic from Jhuhbnlpoor to ,S,iii- 
nitios. O! what will future generalioii.s say, gor. was 'paiily caiiied into cflect, at vciy 
when they hear that .so near the seat of the gicat cxi'Ciisc ; and then, sliaiige as it may 
British Empire in India,—so near that light appeal, all of them ahatidoiicd, except the tii.iiii 


which shone with the brilliancy of the noon¬ 
day-sun all over Asia, and shed its vivifying 

__- L-. 4 A_:_-A' t _ .1! ' 


line between Aliizapour and Jiiiihhiilpooi. 
thi.s moiiiout that is the only line which wc 


rays upon the most distant provinces of India, find in goixl repair, and niiich used by the 


shone not upon this ill-fated spot! The hiujaiali merchants and travelleis. The 
light of this sun, even when at the meridian, otlieis, having been ueglci ted, ate clioaked 
was not known to these wictehed cliildien of up withvegetation, and it is dilliciilt to 
darkness! discover even the trace of some of them with¬ 

out the aid of the maps and surveys which 
Since writing the above, w’e <have been in- had been executed be^ire thiir construction, 
formed on unquestionable authority, that the Experience pointed out the paramount ini- 
leportof the human sacrifice lately olTcred i^ortanee of extensive trunk road cnmmnnica- 
iip ill the Buidwan district, towhicli wc,called iion.s; th^iymeans at the disposal of Government 
the attention of Government, is being enquii- wore directed to the construction of these, and 
ed into by the local authorities, under the di- very justly withdrawn from local improve- 
reotion of the Commissioner of the di.strict, iuent.s and measures of partail and limited 
and that we shall soon be put in possession ol utility, which should not have been at all an- 


facts from a more authentic source than that 
of tlie ProiAa/cur, on the authority of which 
the account at present rests. Until then we 
would beg the public will suspend their opi¬ 
nion on the subject. Specniation, as usual on 
such cc asions, is busy in conjuring up sur¬ 
mises judicial to the interests of individu 


leitaken until the works of gieater import- 
ince,more general usefulness, and more per- 
nanent character, weroT-oinpleted. Several 
other lines of cnininunicatiun between town.s 
if minor note were inore-recently undertaken, 
the one from Patna to Bbauguipnor, another 
in MozufTarponr, a third aoroewliere near Pal¬ 


ais. These, we beg, may be suspended until oa, &c. all of which, after hav-ng cost much 
soiB' official account of the matter transpires, abor and expeH.so, were abandoned, bccanso 

> ** mm WTI » ^ _ _8. . _ ___ al. ._ 


Berujal Herald, February H. 


4he paramount necessity of completing the 



IMt’IlOVLMi: 

linnk road between Calcutta and Delhi 
bcc.Htiic evident. These lines should net 
have been undertakeii until the (treat tnink- 
inads were completed. The means exhaiis- 
led on them, from which, now that they 
are abandoned, no benefit will ri‘.sult, ini)*hl 
have finished the road hetu'een Calcutta 
and lloinbay- It is a salutary exercise to 
rellect on tiie.se half iinisli measures, and 
abortive effoits to do public good ; for they 
teach us, from past experience, tq|ho wisei 
III future. Local authorities,, who cotifmc 
their view.s to tlie districts over which tlieii 
care and attention extends, will naturally ad 
vice Government to carry certain mea¬ 
sures of improvement within their res 
pcclive distii<:ts,or which w’onld tend to heiic- 
tilil. The tiovernment, ho.iever, which ha.s 
tiie care not of one but all I be provinces Ibai 
fimn tills vast empire, soiild take a eompre 
hensivc and enlarged view of tlie whole, 
and give piefercnce, in regard to early exe¬ 
cution, tosiich works as lend to the gisatest 
good of the greatest niimher, and for the g'eat 
est length of lime. Such works, when once 
c\ecii:ed, will never be adaiidoned nor neg¬ 
lected. Their general um fulness will always 
find the means of keeping llieiii in good order 
and tlie expense once incurred will contiiiue 
to benefit the country for agevto come. To no¬ 
tice lint one instiinee, will any one veiyuicto 
s.iv tliiil the (iiieet road now opened between 
t' ileoit I and Dcllii will ever sliarc tlie fate ol 
the N'liliu I la and Uehar liianch local toads, 
whicti we have iiicotioiied <)n tlie contrary, 
)n -giiig from the past and the prc.scnt state ol 
the a/faiis of India, we fee! assiiicd that such 
a Wink h.isafai heller eJiance of peiinanen- 
t:\ t'lan even the empiie of the liiigliili i.i lliiH 
eon iitiy. 

Vievving tlie siitiject, tlierelor'’, in t^is light, 
the Govei nment oogtii to direct their greaicil 
and most eocigctic cll’oi is low.irds the c.oiiipli!- 
I ton of woi ks w iiirli arc likelv to be ol extciW 
•"ivc :iiid |it'i'iii locnt a«l» aiitagc. 1 be mad 
troni raleiitla to Hoinbay would be sii :li, and 
is tiicrcl'orc ilesL'r\ing ot tin; allciilion ol Cm 
veinmeot. ttn lliis \eiv account it ought also 
to lie conslriictcvl in as straight a liijc as llie 
iialiiie of the coiintij will admit. All mmoi 
•lidicullics should be overcome, and iio- 
ilimg but absolute imjmssihiliiie.s ouglit to In 
peimiltcd to cause a depailute fioin tht 
sliaighlcst and the shortest coiiisc Inihe.case 
of the route from Calcutta to liombay, it how 
e»er I'oitiiiialely happens, that the micuitous 
mutes which wete formeily recommendcil 
wcic also tliosc which opposed the grealc'i 
number of obstacles i» the way. The loiite 
now recoinmeniled is almost a siritight line 
lienee to [ionihay, and at the same time olleis 
the least dilliciilty to the construction of n 
go.)d load, * 

To bring the whol^of this line within the 
roriipas.s ol one view, ue shall begin from 
('alcuttii. The piiiicipal places Ihrotigb wliicli 
it passes am \lidiiapooi, .liThbulpoor, Raipoor, 
Nagpoor.Ooiiirawtee, Anrnngahad, and acros.s 
the western ghats, tu Uombay. * 


!« I iVDTA. 3y 

The portion from Calcutta to Midnapoor, 
for the first l/> miles, runs along the. eastern 
bank of the Hooghly, to opposite Oolobariah, 
where that river is cros.sed. It thence pro- 
eecds along a line of canal to the batiks of 
the Damooda, a distance of 8 miles, where 
that river is c ossed, and following the same 
eaiial for 7 miles more the Rnopn.arain river 
is t;russed. The canal is again the compa- 
nion of tRo road until Panchkoorahghat on 
th8 Cossy River, a distance of It miles, 
whence a road liranciios off toTamlook. Af¬ 
ter crossing this river, the road proceeds 
through a well cultivated coniitrv and nume¬ 
rous villages in a straight line to Wi4iw*poor, 
a distance of 20 miles ; cio.s.siiig the Cossy a 
.second time abo*t four miles fiom that town. 
The whole of this portion being about 
67 miles, and is a good made road for all .soits 
of vehicles, passable at all se i.sons. It is at pre¬ 
sent kept in repair by convicts under the ex¬ 
ecutive ofliecr ofllie iVIiduapnor division, and 
costs the G.iveriiinenI but a Iritle. 

Afltir passing Midnapoor, on the route now 
travelle(i hv the post, wliich is ulmost a straight 
line to >jagpoor, the enuiilry liy dearces bi:- 
eomes less populous, the villages are atgieat- 
er intervals I'mni each other, and the appear¬ 
ance of the .surrotintling seenerv is more wild 
an<l woody. This line wa.s discovered and 
maasiiied bv Mr. Babington, the Deputy Post 
Master, in the year 183.>. From Midnapore 
to .Seersiili, a di.stance of 50 miles, this loute, 
is ihe same as llial surveyed by Major J. N. 
.laekson, ot the Qu.irter Master General’s De- 
liartmeiii. Foi two miles t^iiflier on Major 
.faekson's tonic is followed. Tiie now line then 
deviates from it in a .south-westerly diiection. 
which it keeps (hroiigli the vallev of Raniiin- 
gbiittv, unlil it again joins the old load at (io- 
lapiil.siii (Oioukcc, a tlistaiice of 52 miles 
fioiii Sects,ill. Here it again joins the old 
load, and continues tlie same line to four inile.s 
licyoiid Tienicc. a di.stance of.l 1 miles from 
Goiapiilsali. The new line again turns off to 
the sontli-wen, crosses ftie Ryturny River at 
.iode|>ooi, on the lioitiers of the Muhorbong 
Rajab’s couiiiiy. and entering the lerritoiiivs 
of llie Keonjlini Rajah, a second time, joins 
the old road at Bailing, wliieli is 81 iMile.s from 
fifMitee. From litis place to Suinbhiilpoor 
tlieie are dtiiniles. Tliis gives a total disl.iiiec 
between .VMiniapooi and Sumbliulpoor of 25l> 
miles. By Major Jackson's route, wiiicli was 
,ilnays eonsitleicd the slimtesi, the distance 
fioiii MTilnapoor to Kacpoie, was 4(i3 miles, 
nnl had 37 gini.s, some of them vciy liiHicnIt 
of ascent. The new live piesenls tlie fidlou- 
iiig advaiifagtt.s. over tlie old, it is ,37 miles le.ss, 
has hut three gliauts, including tin- Knndnip, 
which is on the old load, and tiiere aie two 
Rivcis, nineteen Niidders and Iwtive NuMali.s 
les.s, than on Major .Jackson’s route, the .soil 
iliiouglmiit is welladapleil for milking'a road, 
being cilhei an iron stone gravt J. or a hard, 
red, s,in(ly clav, which, when foiiiicd, will not 
require uietallftig. 

From Scer.sahto Aornng.ihe distaoee is abo«t 
18 miles. The road for the fust mile and » 




Iialf, from 4iir«jis-, Ims been raised, to an 
averaffe height of two fnct, and is sixteen 
feet wide, for the remainder of the dislanee to 
Po'orranna Pann, a plaih: miles from \ij 
Tunp', tke brcadih varies from Irt to 12 feet, 
whicli has'been eleared of slumps and stones, 
and levelled lliruuKhout and the banks of the 
rivers, and nullahs have been sloped nif. The 
Bissai Ghaut has been made peifeetly pra/tli- 
cnlile for wheel earria»es, and the jungle cut, 
about forty feet on cither side of the nsednt. 
On the remainder of the road, tlie jungle has 
not been cleared more than eight or ten feet. 
From Peoranapaun to Jiidcpure, the distance] 
is 44 wmIiw. From JoJepore to the crest of 
the Ghnrice MoongK'c Ghat, it is 43 miles, 
running through the Keonjtor Rajah’s eoun-1 
try. The average hreatlih of the road, is Idj 
feet throughout, it has been cleared of stumps j 
of trees, and well levelled, and the juiiglel 
cut to a distance of forty feet, on either side,' 
with the a.ssislanee rendered by the Keonjni 
Rajah. The ascent to the eiest of the Gnrtee 
Moongiee Oliul, from the Keonjnr Country, 
lias been much l<>\vrred by the removal of 
laige masses of loose stones, and filling up 
the intermediate.Iiullons, which has rendered 
it perfectly jiiaclic.ihle, foi all descriptions of 
carriages. Fiom the crest of iheGiirice Moori- 
gree Ghat, to six miles westward of llalung, 
a distance of 34 miles, is in the enuiitry of 
the Benia Il.ijah, whose revenoe to the amount 
of one liuiidrcd and (ifty rupees per annum, 
has been remitted by the Government, on con¬ 
dition of his keeping this part of the road in 
good icpair. TIk: toad from four miles cast 
of Kossiiie, to thice iiiiles west of Koochoii- 
dah, a distance of ‘2.'> miles, is in the distiirt 


nut and the rcmiiiniiig portion has been freed 
I from slumfis and abutted. Itreadtii varies 
from ten toitwentv feet. The jungle has been 
' cleared thirty feel on cither side of the 
I road. 

I The road for upwards of one-third of the 
'distance to Bomhay, ha< been thus made 
j as ellicient, for the mat cli of troops and for 
j wheel carriages, as any other of the same 
I description in the country, by the exertions 
lof^Mr, BtOiingioii, acting under the orders of 
] the Post Master General. This road pos.se.ss- 
cs one great advantage uter many others: 
from the pcctiliar nature of the soil 
which it runs, it docs not require nietailing, 
heing equally practicable at all seasons of 
the year. It eutiltl he coristanily kept in n 
good state of-repatr, at ii very trilling cxpeti.se 
to Govcrnmciit. 

From Raeporc to Nagpore there arc !H({ 
miles in the territories of the N'agpoie Rajali. 
Some years ago a road wa.s made between 
those places, which still exists, and woiilit 
not require miieli labor to improve it. Our 
informaiinn of the road hetween Nagpore and 
llomh.'iy is at pieseiit vciy iiioasre. V\'«; .ne, 
howevci iiifoi iiiimI, that a load was eonstniet- 
cd hetween these two places, which is gciie- 
raily in good comlition, and could he easily 
iiiiprorcil. Tile coiinlry which this line piu- 
.'■eiits, allni'ds peciiliai faciliiies for ihc I'oriiia- 
lioii of a good load, in conseqiiciiee of the tia- 
tuie of the soil, the Icwiicss of the iialiiial 
ohslae.les which picsent themselves in llie 
way, and above all the piogre.S'* that has been 
alteady made in cleaiitig a gond hioatl pas¬ 
sage over wliieli even wheeled veliielcs can 


of the Boiiriali Rajah, who has revenue lo;iilrp:nIv travel. All tlie.se eireum.stanci s 


the amount of one hundicd nip<>e.s remiited,; s!iew that the u'idei taking is not near so dilh- 
for keeping it in lepnir. The hreadlli through -' e.iili as was at first iniaviiicd, that the greatest 


out is twelve feet, it is well Icvelleil, and fien i oh,(ae,les have been alie.idv .iv ei e nne, and 


from stumps and stones, Tlie Knndnip ghaut,; that it now only leiiiains foi ti.e G'lveriiiiient 
liHS liee.n much iiiipiuvcd, and the ascent low- i tn turn its atienlion lo the completion of this 
ered, fiom two to four feet, by removing large , imp4iitaiit woik of p-ildic utility. Wo ought 
iiia.sscs of ioo.se stones, lilling up the hollows, | lo sav of necessity ; foi, fioin Ibiglisli papeis 
and levelling it thioiighout. From three miles 'lately receiied, it a|>|<eHi.s tliat gieat exertions 
west of Koiicliundali lo Suinbhulpuie, there | aie making in Bnulaiid to c.-,tablisli a line nf 
ate 31 miles. ; .Sieameis between ISomhav and that roiinti v 


From Siiinbhulpoie to ,S<dinln, 24 miles, the 
whole (listanee in the* eoniiliy nfthe .Siim- 
bhulpore K.'ijah, the bicadiln of the mad 
throughout is twelve feet and upwaids, the 
atnmps of trees and stones have been ail re¬ 
moved, and it has been vvell levelled, and 
where Uiere is jungle it has been eleaied forty 
feet on eae.h side. The U;)i:ih has affrirdcd 
every assistance in his pnwci ; in making the 
road. From Sohtda to .Suckta, .'ll' rnile.s, 
lies in the roiiniiy of Pooljuli Rajah, the 
average biendth of the road is ten feet wliicIi 
lias been cldaied from stumps and stones. 
Tbe jungle to the extent of lliiity feet on 
either side has been out. Fiom .Sucjkra to' 
Haepore, is 73 milc.s, running through the 
Nagpore Rajah’s eounti], nntlrr (lie immedi¬ 
ate jari.sdiction of the Sooba of Raepore. A! 
large proportion of tlii.s pait of the mad was I 
naturally very good, only requiriog marking 


'riie t’ourl of Diieclins, it is true, treat the 
qiiestiiiri with vety blamealile apathy; hut in 
these (iiiiea, when public fecjiiig so eirceliiiil- 
l.r regnla'cs the inotioiis of the state inaohiiia- 
rv, we have every reason to hope that the 
flonourahle Court will .soon find it nece.ssary 
to adopKtlie measure for wliicli the public arc 
so elamoroiis. The establishment of siieh a 
'line of eominunicatioii will give to Bombay 
I that imporianee to which we alluded in a for¬ 
mer aiticle on this .subject; and then the ne¬ 
cessity of a good toad between Calcutta and 
lhal port will become too urgent to admit of 
its conlroctioii heing aiiy longer procrasti¬ 
nated . 

The exten-sion of the kirzapoor trunk road, 

[ which i.Su in exeellent condition as far a.s 
Juhhulpore, to Nagpore, will av-once unite the 
north-western provinces with Bomhay,through 
the very centre of India, whilst it will be a 
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fjreat proKre$* fovvardA llie openin:;, in fsitiire, demand, and thus in time tlic les.xirin'a 

or another important trunk road from Madras of this rich and proiifie country will he wholly 
vi4 Ilydrahad to Nas;pore, whioli will com- developed, and the expeiics incinrcti on 
pletetlie direct line of communications from these improvements yield an incnlcnlahle pro> 
one extremity of the empire to the other, fit, not only in revenue, but the sulVi^ ttf the 
Thus India will be crossed by twofrrand trunk empire.s, by providiiiit the moans of,iiire(;liii^, 
roads, from north to south, and from east to with t'alicity, the military powers of the .olato, 
west. The branch roads may then he projected to any |)nint -vhcre they may bo wanted.— 
in the order which the importance of each Bet^al Herald, March, 7. 


THE CHITTAGONG DISTURBANCES. 

IBY THE llEroKMF.ll.J 


Severai accounts of the recent disturbances 
at Cliitta.^ori^ have np|)eated in tlie daily pa¬ 
pers, hut none of them are st.ated to emanate 
fiom the oflicers who took a prominent part in 
the transactions. We have now befoie us 
some appears whiidi all'ord the olficial, and 
wc suppose, the nio.st correct version of the 
fac s connected to with this affair. Wc 
.sitall th*rcfore lav them before onr rea- 
(Icis, accompanied with .such olisci vatioiis as 
may oeiuir to iis. 

It appears that since the enti of Noveiniuir 
I ist, a coinhiiialion had hceri formed vim on.; 
the Hiiiiloo Lnklieiiijdars or reMt-ficclioMers i 
and zemindarsof llic distiict, eiiilcntlv witii a 
view to prevent the assettion of the riijhl of 
(Jovciliiiteiil, and if po.ssiblc to get lid of Mr. 
Harvey, ilic Magistrate and Collector, whom 
these peopb; look upon as an ollicer, who, hy 
his loeal knowledge and zeal, is able to con- 
il'r’t the woi k of rcsiiiiiptioii in the tiio.sl eli'cc- 
laal manner. The p'-oplo of tlie district were 
i-xciied again.st the Govcinmeiit #im 1 Mr. 
Harvey, no doubt, in eoiiseiineiice of the pro¬ 
ceedings ill the case of the Mirtoonjoy family, 
the pailieiilars of which arc fully given in iliv 
Hurham of last Wediiwsday. The Mirtoon- 
joys weie ujitoa vc:v late period, coii'-i'lered 
ilie most wealthy and iollucniial f..mily in the 
distiict. They arc tlie hereditary canangoes 
O' it ; but arc now in a sitiiaiion in which 
llicv can hardly provide thcmselvcs*wiili the 
common necessarir.s of life. To this state of 
(li.stiess the family ha.s been reduced by the 
•i|ierations of the Regulation II. of IHIO, and 
111. of 1828, as conducted under the imme¬ 
diate orders of Mr. Walters, the then Collvw- 
lor of Chittagong and Mr. Harvey who was at 
that time OlHcialing as Commissioner of the 
district. This case of extraordinary hardship 
i.s however under the consideration of (to- 
vernment at this moment; with whevn it rests 
cither to preserve or for ever to ruin the pros¬ 
pects of a family wliieli has for years enjoyed 
all the respect and efimforts which an exten¬ 
sive zemindar is in thi,s bountry capable of 
enjoying. The peo|4c from tliese examplc.s 
natuially conclude that a similar fate awaits 
tliem,--and wlm is so indilTerent tR self-pre- 
acrvaiion that he will not come forward to 
oppose, even by mQian.s which are ntg strictly 


lawful, operations which he apprehends mav, 
soon or laic, affect him personally in a simi¬ 
lar manner ! Added ‘.u these ciiii.scs, which 
evidentiv actuated the people in the Itite af¬ 
fray, they appear, from the; accounts before us, 
to liaTi! been labuiiring under a misapprelieii- 
sioii that ilio Civil Judge of the distiict had 
declaicd the mca.suremciit of tlicir lands to he 
illegal and would listen to any complaint 
which they might make ngninst the piocccd- 
iiigs of the revenue oiliei rs. It .suciiis ihis 
fact wits curefiilly eoticcalcil fioin tile Civil 
Judge, Mr, Mooie, wiiosc amlas, heiiig thcin- 
.M'lvcs extensive land (uopiictnrs in the dis¬ 
trict, were, no doubt, interested in allowing 
the impression to remain ii.iknoariio rlicir 
I superior, and tints to wiiik oat the object they 
! were, in'conimoii with the «llier lairdlioldci .s 
in tiie di.sliict, anxious t't .see uccoinplishcd. 

The tiHVay commenced hy the peoidc col¬ 
lecting in largo bodic.s to oppose the mca- 
.siircmcnt which was being cairicd on by the 
Deputy Coliccior, for they verily believeii 
that the tax nilieer would follow the .Sni'- 
veyor. Thev were, it .seems armed n iih clubs 
and Ollier olfonsivc weapons, and used ilircais 
of pioceeding to ilic utmost violence, if the 
ollicers peisistud in cariyiiig on the mcasnte- 
niciit, Mr. Moiton, one of the a.«si.siant.s to 
Lieiitenaiil Siddoiis, wlio lufo.sotl to stop j|js 
woik at tlieir bidiliiig, was among (lio (ir>t 
wbotn the itioli attacked. They assaulted bini, 
destroyed liis instruiic'iits aii'l field book.s, iind 
used such viuletice ton aids litrn tlial bis es¬ 
cape out ola tfieir bands i.s considered fortu¬ 
nate. Mcssiji. Mullins, Parker and Owen, 
were at the same time prevented by the peo¬ 
ple in (Ktferent parts of tlie country from pio¬ 
ceeding in the execution of tlieir duty, and 
were forced by violence to stay quiet. Lieu¬ 
tenant Siddons and Mr. Harvey, who were 
both on the spot, appear to have been exposed 
to considerable danger, audit is slated that 
their live.s would have been sac^tficed if they 
had not resoited to tlie use of firoiiims to 
keep ofC the nioh, who, armed with heavy 
clubs* were attempting to rush in upon them 
in which if they had once succeeded, nothing 
could have safed their lives, Mr. Harvey 
had taken the preeautioii to hare his hovts 
near the spot whcic the niuh pressing on his 
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party must liavc nvcnvlicliiift] tlicm into tin- Government, If aver the trial by jury was a 
deep miidfly banka, w'teiii-o no icaiataiiee de.sideratiini, it ia in casus where, like the pre- 
could be made. The people during this at- sent one, pvblic functionaries are a parly, 
tack appear to have been actuated with tlir Vothin^ .short of a trial by jury can on such 
most vigdictive feelings a^tainsl Mr. flarvey, occasions establish perfect confidence in flic 
towards whom they constantly rushed, endea- people, that they ate j;overned with strict and 
vourini; to the utmost to sieze him ; and call- imfiarlial justice. But jury, we shall he told, 
in^ out to each other to beat him. Some at- it is impossible to have in the instance under ' 
alcmpt.s, were likcwi.so made to rescue the con.sideration. Granted ; but it is not impos- 
piisoneis that were with Mr. Haiv*tiy at'the sihle to coni'iiit the trial of the persons appre- 
time. That {gentleman, therefore, it is stated, bonded, tp Commissioners appointed especi- 
aftcr much forhcarance towards the inoh who ally fur the piirjiose, who have hail no share in 
were aasaulUnvhim, ordered his armed police th6 transactioifs, nor any connection with the 
to lire upon the tliem. Two persons were kill- complaiiiinir party. It is this that wc now 
ed, wju^t was afterwards found, were the pray for in behalf of lliis people, and it is this 
dependants of one llamkanoo Chowdliery, alone, which, under existin'; circiim.stances, 
who had attacked Mr. Morton, and was, at the can convey to the people an assurance that 
the time of the assault on Mr. Il.irvei, at the justice is administered to them with strict 
villajce of Panai in Kana, whence the ;;reat- and iiriqiiestionahlc impartiality. We trii.st 
e.st pait of the mob came. This village is in Government, before whom tlie(|uestion is now 
lialiiled chiefly by the cnnan!;oe families, who pending, will not fail to atten.l to the siig- 
are the most influential in the district, and to gestion we have taken the liberty to offer , for 
wliicb cla.ss, it will be recollected, the op- we feel convinced tliat if tiic investigation 
pressed and now ruined family «»f lliC' Mir- of the affair be left to tliosc who have had a 


tounjoys belongs. These people arc the most 
opposed to the iricasuremcnt of the district. 

The determined condnot of Mr. Harvey 
and Mr. Dampier, the Cjinniissioiicr, who 
was also present, and the appcaience of the 
inilitaiY, soon o\crawu'l the people into 
<|iiictnc.ss ; so that the rinitle idcrs in the 
nflVay have h"eii taken up wiilioot any resis¬ 
tance. The Magistrate and the Coin'tiissioii- 
er have, it is saiil, snccecdeil in adopting 
measures for the futurepresei vatioo of peace, 
and a ip«iirri;iiep,.or the violent conduct lately 
exhibited is not apprehended. 


share in it, ami if the judgment be passed 
by tlic plaintilfs, the confidence of a peo¬ 
ple, wlios' suspicions have been already 
excited by t!ie resnniption operations, will 
he shaken ; and instead of regarding the 
Goverriincni asiboir lavvful piolcittor, will be 
led to (ook Upon it a.s the giuatest enemy to 
(lie happinc.ss of theoisel ves and their poste¬ 
rity. Scctiie as in iv he tlic reign of the Uii- 
tish over this distant eoiiritrv, and well con- 
ci'ived as may he thi- plans of their defensive 
liolicv, we sec no re ison why tliu siilijeets, al- 
tlioiigli unable at picseotto do any harm,' 
should he forced to lose i-onlidcncc in the 


Two moonsilfs, sevcial enniiangocs and ze-! Govurimieiit, and compelled to look upon it 
niindais, and a great nuniher of pciple, have as the destroyer of their happiness. .\ feeling 
been taken lip on suspicion of being the insti- .siii-li as^this, we apprehend, wouiri result 
gators of the distiirhance, and HI e In he |int on from the'negluct of Ilf rneastiie vve have re- 
their tiial. These ti iai.s, we iiodersiaud. aie lo c im iiernlud.and would nut be easily eradiealed 
be eondiieted by the local aiilhoiities, who are Ijiom the hearts of Ihepeople. It would,we teai. 
tlicmselves the aggi ieved parly, and llieiefore remain long pent np to their dis.satisfieil ho- 
parlies to the suit. „From all the aceoiiiiis <ome.s, anxiously awaiting any favorahlcop- 
whicli liave reached us of the uifray, vve liave nortiinity to vent itself in complaints, in vi<>- 
ccrtainlv no hesilntion in proiionneing it lo lenee, anil in the desertion of ihe slandaid of 
be illegal, and wishing tos.e tl;c iiijiiicil the present rulers of India at tliu approach of 
paity ledressed and the hieakers of the pith any powerful enemy. It is n U expudieni, we 
lie peace duly punished; hut when vve re therefore repeat, to do aught that may weaken 
mcmherthal expressed and well known wish ul the contidence of the people in their present 
the aullioiites in England, that they rlesiie ruler.s, particularly (o an ignorant tribe vvho, 
iKit only that jii.stice could bc^ inipartialh oecupying, as they do, out frontiers, aie re- 
adiriinistered to their Indian siihjeets, linl ul ^^ardlcss of every other co isiduration but that 
so that iheprople bernnwinced that it is <so adini- wbinh immediately afreets their personal and 
nistcred, we cannot help questioning the pro- individual comfort .—Jienyal Herald Jan, 3t). 
priety, or at leastthe expediency, of cunimmit- 
ting the trial of the defendenls in question 

into the bands of the very fnnotionarics who Since writing our article on the above sub- 
bavebeen injiircd by them. This is leaving the jeet in tlie/Je/brwf.r of tlie 29lh ultimo, wc 
sentcufi^c in ^be hands of the plaintill's ; a mca- have been assured upon unq-.icstioriahle an- 
sure vrtticb, •notwithstanding the great con- tboiitv, that Mr. Flnrvej,- bad nothing fuitber 
fidence wc are disposed to place in the dis- to do in the SpecialGnmmissioncr's Court, than 
passionate and impartial principlc.< bf jiisiicc selling the lands give^;i as secuiity, which 
and equity which actuate the gentlemen con- latter act he performed under the ordeis of 
Cerned, will be condemned, (US ealciilaled to th Cotumussioner and the Sudder Board. The 
produce on the mi mbs of I he people a very iin- Island of Kootoobdiali was declared an c.s- 
favouiahlo impression in regard to the dis- eiicat by the Sudder Duwany long antece- 
prnsalion of justice by the Biitisb Indian' dent to Mr. Walter’s proceedings under the 
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Regulation 11., ami the poi,sc.s.<iion tn the can- natives; wlii.sl tliose who opposnl Mr. Il.trvey 
angoes, we aie tolil, was fuululed on pure olli- in persun, aic to he eutiimiiUMl fur iiial heCore 
eial u-surpation, and they oreiipieil Uie greatest the Session Judge. The result ofilu; itiqmiv 
part of the island iitidur an alledgffd laklieraj into the noiiduet of the native i>l1i. er.s oful'l 
siintind which was declared invalid hy the Sud- grades will he 'subiniltuit to (loveniniMii on the 
dot J>e\vanny. Mr. Pluwden settled the island, t|uestio(i of the disposal of those wlnnuly have 
and hisprueeedingsweieconrirniedby the Com- tiled to deceive the people by false rcpoits le- 
^inissioner, under whose orders and those of gaiding the opinions of Mr. Mooie, 
the Sadder Uoard the .sales and purchases on ; „ 

account of Government took place, Mr. Har-these lacta, it is satisfactory to ob.sorvc, 
vcy acting, in these proceedings only as an c.'c-, *’* the lirsf place, that the worst leal ores ol ihc 
eentive ollicer. • jcanaiigoc case assniiie a less iinfavorahle 

i j .* Inspect; and secondly, that the parties alleged 

We make the above statemenft m order \o j,, |,i,ve been injured, will not sit in indgment 
remove any unfiivoiabic impression whioh onribose from whom they received injorv : 
remark.s ot the 2i)lh ultimo, might produce but others uninteiested in the airaiisKj^'ticn- 
against Mr. Ilaivey as being the originator of, |a,.|y Mr. Moore, the Session Judge, wlio lias 
unpopular ineasurc.s, or as aflorditig a»y |always been a fa*oiite with tlic people, and 
real ground lor the c.vcitenient under wliicli j,, j),,, integrity of whose decisions they place 
Ibe people proceeded against that gentle- implicit conlidenoe. Under existing circum- 

stances, this, we believe, is all that can be 
With regard to those who had been taken pri- done to convince the people that no unfair 
s-niei on the occasion, wu are informed fi oil! the ad vantage will be taken by men in power. But 
.same sciiicc t.'iai those vvlio dill not openly op- wlielhcr stale iiinciiunaries aie i|tialificd to 
pose the i'diicc llioinseivcs have been set a' li- sit iri*jud:'!iieiil, vviibout the aid of jiiry or 
beitvnii fiirnisliiiigsccniily noltodoso again ; piiiicbail, on the claims of the slate aiiain.st 
and those who assaulted tlic deputy Gollector imlividiials, is a geneinl <|iiestioii on wliicli 
and Mr Moilon, oi aidi d in the idfcnccs, have mncli may be said ; hut into which we do not 
been jniiiisbcd for us.saull on the plaints of the at picsent vvish to uiiicr. — Ibid. 
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All professional travellers and tourists, who 
have set out for the dili'crciit parts of the vvide 
vvoildwith the inleiition to give to [losleiily 
the heoctit of their iini<|ue observations, were 
well fill nislied with pnitfoliosul all .«ffzes ;ind 
de.scriptii>M.s, and beginning with a sea voy¬ 
age, had much time to ruminate and to arr'ciii.;c | 
llieir obscivalinns. They faillifiilly noteir! 
down evpiv little accidifht vvliich happened 
to them duting that very uninteresting and 
monotonous period ; but they imagined it lo 
be. exquisitively beautiful, because it was 
new, and there did not remain one pbenoiiie- 
iinn which was not spoken of largely and re¬ 
peatedly. 


and inollnscotis dissectois have done and 
narrated a good deal. 

There icmains, fhercfoic, nothing for me lo 
tell,and f mny .safely at oniie step over from 
ihc lovvci floating liglit ai the S.iiidlicads lo 
Cape Negrais, or llie isliiul of Riepaii.s, the 
two sentinels of the gulf of Martaban, where a 
new world begins. Not many |>arts are .so 
unknown, even to navigators, as the coast of 
Martaban, otherwise would llorsbiirgli’s ex¬ 
cellent charts not have left sticli a space of 
land so near Mergui entirely dubious or emp¬ 
ty, which, to sea geographers, is only classed 
with Borneo, New Guinea, and parts of New 
(lolland. 


What the celebrate Malaspina, Cook, Fos- Very mocjj sindebted must be the vessels 
ter, and Humboldt acutely investigated,— visiting Moulmein and Rangoon, to the fact 
what Chainiftso in lovely verses sang, and* that the sanken or drowned island is accur- 
what a host of followers in bad prose recapi- knewn. It is an awful reef of rocks, 

tnlated, has no charm at the present day. jw»t peeping ont of the blue main at the eu- 

.it trance in the gfllf of Martaban, and we were 

Tlie phosphorescence of the water, the po- danger of running upon it with 

Inrization of light, the flux and reflux of the our little frail craft, to return no more. Fn- 
tides, the colour of the sea, the experiments ture ages will perhaps ornament this danger- 
with the cyanoineter, the appearance of sea ^ ^ fa,„ou., light house,—the pre- 

weed in remote regio*8, distant from every sent days of the dawn of civilization in these 
shore, all these are problems which have regions, must be content if one or the other 
already gone Ihrongh ^oo many hypothesis. vessel.does not strike against it ‘ by chance.' 

Meteorological observations are considered But probably, for ages, those beantiful conn- 
tedious ; iish-c^tching anjJ sharlo-booking tries will remainvat the mercy of an unbound- 
have had their admirers, sleeping turtle-fish- ed nature, its forests impenetrable, and the 
ing much more, and fish spawn exa^iuators huge elephant, the rude huBTalo, and tBe 
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malicious (ii;er, iU undisturbed masters and 
posses'tors. 

I no where saw the sea so much agitated 
by the tides as in the gulf of Martaban. Pro¬ 
bably a j;reater quantity of water discharges 
itself into'the sea than at the delta of the 
Ganges and Hurampiiter. The Pcrsaiin or 
Negrais, the numerous hranehes of the Ira- 
waddy, the Sittira and the junotion of three 
water streams before Moulinein, are ndble 
rivers, and have all their openings into blie 
sea nut more than two degrees distant from 
each other. They produce such powerful 
nuwents, that, notwithstanding that we made 
six kii/tUJ^n iiour upon the slate northward, wc 
were eonstantly drivui towards the south and 
west. r 

The fist view of the coast of Martaban is 
undoubtedly inviting. Accustomed for a long 
lime to the monotony of tlie plains of Uengal, 
the'ele*nted chains of the mountains appear 
at once, and seem to hh the ton long missed 
friends of passed }enrs, and their first ^iglit 
I.V hailed with delight The tropic vegetation 
is eeitainly. for a new eonicr from Europe to 
Bengal, new and stiiking, chielly if lie ai rives 
at the end of ihc uionsoon ; hut it is an old 
truism llial the unifnimitv of plains cieales, 
aftei .some lime, hotit lediousness and discon¬ 
tent. People inhaltiiing hills and nioiintnin.s, 
even if strangers, ha'c hcen alwavs happiei 
than people of the plains Tlic Bengalices, 
whose tiiiinbcr iiictcascs every year on this 
coast, cither free emigrnnt.s or servants, are 
exceedingly nstunislicd at the fir.st view of 
the coa.st; The rfotion of a mountain dSea noi 
exist in their dictionary, and tliey coii.sidci 
them to be clouds of a particular shape, ax I 
have hcuid, even if quite close to the shuie. 

The coast is at clear weather more than fifti 
miles distaut when visihle ; at least I speak 
of the high chains of the Martalian, the Am¬ 
herst cliaiti, thcQuerkri mountains, and others 
i<i this day without a current name. At this 
season of the year, vthere ail is exce!i.siveiy 
foggy, the soencry bursts at once open, and 
theheau'-iful .sight of Amherst town clinrmsthe 
new coin<;r. Approaching the place tlie higher 
mountains disappear, and several obtuse 
cones with a long sticlolied bar at both sides, 
futin beaulihil outlines, which are covered 
witli forest to the liighest lops, 4n^ the dilTer- 
eut tints of light, produced by the varied foli¬ 
age, gives to the scenery at an evening’s view 
an iniiiiitabte effect. The beauties oPa tropi¬ 
cal woiid are here to be admired, and the 
enjoyment of a luxuriant, unbounded, and 
never parched vegetation, enchants many old 
Indian* ooming from Calcutta, but chiefly 
from 

/ yi^iiajijaoalied Amherst Town is scarcely 
seen the vessel; all the dark brown 

wAMj|ini houses of the new establUmnent are 
behind the variegated foliage 6f the 
^es, and only several strong^ looking liitle 
fiagodas on the prominent pqits of the beach 
afe the guides to the navigator. Two de¬ 
tached Pygiiiar islands are the guardians 
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rising from'tho waters, to the edge of the sea, 
covered with gracefully bended trees of a 
new fuijiji a^d species. 

The entrance into the Moulmcin river is 
narrow and rather difficult. From the point 
of Amherst town, a reef of bleak rocks (at 
low water several feet above tho surface) 
stretches several hundred yards straight across, 
aud on the other side an extensive sandbank 
ob.striicts the liver bar, so thut the proper 
entrance ii not more than somewhat less than 
ha^f a mile broad. A vessel should always 
try tn enter the river, passing the black buoy, 
for if, laving outside, she is in danger to be 
driven fiom her anchors on the sand. The 
ehb and flood are so impetuously lushiiig out 
and in, that vessel rides very unsafely, 
and tlie currents are so strong that they form 
high waves like tho.se agitated by the paddies 
of a powerful steam ongine. The r sh of' the 
tides is at intervals from 10 to 20 minutes, 
and tlie wate.r becomes then at once turbulent 
and muddy like pure foam. The fishing boat.*, 
on accoiiiit of tho.se powerful tides, do not 
date to go outside for fear of being entirely at 
the mercy of the dreadful element, tlie sea. 

At tlie inside of the bar is a pretiy good 
itticUurage, tliuui;li not cn irely .safe ; ships 
of groat burthen do not go up to Monliiiien, 
hot tal^c in their cargo of tiiiihcr at Amliersf. 

It is the only ex ensive trade hitherto cariicd 
on in these veiy piotnisiiig p.uvi:.ces. 

All is <|uietand peaceful on sliore, nothing 
of the hustle, the coming, going, and doing, 
of a Stirling place ; scaicely a boat is seen,— • 
scarcely a living being walks on the solitary 
sea beach. 

Tlie pioreeding up tlie river without guid¬ 
ance is ..c-onsideicd vciy unsafe, and even 
small vessels, except native ciafts, take an 
appointed pilot, which however is by far a less 
expensive necessity here tliiiii in tlie Calcutta 
liver. Having pa.sscrl tlie l>ar, tlie river he- 
i;uiiie.s sniuolh and calm, without any visible 
curient;—the banks lire low, and a good way 
inland, sutueliuies entirely utiiier water. 
Trees of a minor size, densely supported by 
impenetrable underwood and water plant, 
cover tile soil entirely; stunted trunks stray in 
all (lireetions, great blocks of gigantic tiees, 
palms, bamboosand numerous brauehes, stalks 
and grass, float down in the ocean, disregard¬ 
ed by oien-who live very thinly scattered, 
while the poor fishermen's huts are hidden be- 
,4iind tho leaves of the bushy tiees. Here and 
there a narrow sharp pointed Bnrmali boat 
hollowed out of a single trunk, glides sitently 
aloqg the banks ; no merry song of the people 
enlivens the inviting scenery ; the inhabitant, 
depressed for ages by iron despotism, does 
not dare to be happy, aifU many think to this 
day that tho present very different government 
is only a temporary happy illusion. 

Proceeding up. the river, though in many 
places shallow, ofl^rs no diffiMilty to vessels 
under 500 tons burthen. Several small buoys 
in the ri^er mark the most dangerous places 
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qaite oonapiouously enough, and there is no 
shifting of the sands as in the Honghly, the 
river remaining, with few variations, always 
the same. 

The Prucea island%n the right bank, with 
its ptctnresqne hills, appears more prominent' 
)y. It is of uonsiderabie value, and will be 
wore so in time. It possesses fertile plains 
of alluvial soil which yield rice in great quan¬ 
tities and of a superior quality. Generally, the 
Burraah rice is considered far prlforable^to 
that oultivated in Bengal. But it does not 
agree well with the Hindoos, of which the 
sepoy regiment here stationed gives a daily 
proof. Higher op, about 7 miles from MouU 
mein, is an other small islet called Green 
Island where the river takes <(116 last bend. 
Martaban, on the opposite side, with its nu¬ 
merous pagodas is first visible ; proceeding 
one mile more, Moulinein itself comes in 
view. The pagodas, though with respect to 
symmetrical lines claim very little the admi¬ 
ration of an architect, give every where the 
most prominent character to the country. 
Wherever a village, and much more where 
a town, in Buddhi.stical countries, is met 
with, there are pagodas the first visible 
buildings ; they are of all sizes, tliungh al¬ 
ways of the same furm,—a very pointed con¬ 
cave pyramid on a quadrangular or sixangu- 
lar base. The great Pagoda of Moulftiein is 
considered a remarkable one, which rivahs 
her oldest sister at Martaban. With jealous 
eyes, look the old rulers of the country from 
the other side of the river over to the new set¬ 
tlement, which encreases rapidly every year. 
They have not ceased to hope, that it will be 
again (heir own ; unfortunately for them, the 
liist objects which meet their sight arc the 
cantonments where they have opportunity to 
SVC every day in full parade the f^rful red 
jackets, a terror to the buffaloes, as they equi¬ 
vocally denominate themselves ; and the time is 
too short to have forgotten the mischief whicTi 
they experienced from*these “jackets" to 
make them at least prudent though not less 
proud and presumptuous. 

Before reach]ug the town, several dock 
yards are seen dispersed along tfle river, 
and numbers of wooden skeletons peeping 
through the half cleared jungle are a positive 
proof of the intenlion of the inhabitants to 
augment their means of trade and communi¬ 
cation. • 

The first appearance of the town is very 
odd. Nothing but wooden buildings, cbietly' 
cottages, with thatched protruding roofs, all 
of a brown colour; jungle and underwood 
from all sides; some little wooden iflolosures 
of intended future gardens: here and there a 
plantain trCe, with ^ts light green broad 
leaves, contrasting with a few old trees, de¬ 
caying under the inimioal inOuence of a 
clearing oivilisation,—these are the signs of 
the oomaienoement of human onltuse and re- 
modelatiou. ' * 

Just so must have' Ioqked the first attempts 
in America to annihilate the virginilry of its 


soil, never before toadied, where new cities 
and provinces since have risen, a transplan¬ 
tation of old Europe. Twelve years ago all 
was here a wilderne.s8. When Sir Archibald 
Campbell landed from Martaban, ^ith the 
intention to select a spot for the ‘quarters of 
the British forces, and endeavoured to pene¬ 
trate to the top of the hill whioli he saw from 
the^ river, the bearings of the compass were 
his only guide, and with sappers and miners 
atdiis qtsposai, be required a full day to clear 
the distance of one mile. Now, there exists 
on the same spot a city of more than 5,000 hu¬ 
man abodes, and upwards of 15,0(M) inhabi¬ 
tants : good roads intersect it in all dupplions ; 
the influence of human ingenuity and perse¬ 
verance has gaii^d the victory over an over- 
I whelming nature ; its inliabitanlants look out 
to happy posterity with a ealtn a.ssurancc, and 
everyone olTors in liis toiigne, and in iii.4 
way, thanksgivings to his great maker and 
preserver. 

Til R same hill from which Sir Archibald 
Cainpbeli gained tlio first view over the coun¬ 
try, and sagaciously pronounced the best 
suited spot for anew settlement, is the chief 
place of the Buddhist worship. Very modest¬ 
ly built, are the houses of tlio different Chris¬ 
tian congicgalions,—viz. an episcopal church 
a baptist, an anabaptist, and a Roman Ca¬ 
tholic chapel. 

The town of Martaban is the chief market 
of the place ; its chief commodity is vegeta¬ 
bles, and Burrnali boats, partly belonging to 
Monlmcin, partly (o Martaijjan, glide silently 
in the evening on the river in ail directions and 
pass at high water, close under the houses 
which rest, all without exception, upon a 
foundation of wooden posts, which give them 
a very strange appearance. There are at 
present at Moulmein very few vessels, chiefly 
very small native schoners, trading along 
the coa'it with Rangoon, Tavoy, Penang, 
and Singapore, besides some brigs and some¬ 
times barks, plying beti^een this place add 
Calcutta or Madras. Recently ; timber has 
been also exported to the Isle of Franc. 

Coming on land, the lower vegetation at 
this 8ea.son is rather scanty, all the grass en¬ 
tirely burnt, the trees casting their leaves 
and, though the tlieiiuometer in the middle 
of the day gofe to 87 degrees, Faht. yet the 
time was the true winter, when nature’s 
productions repose from their yearly exer¬ 
tions. • 

Mr. Blundell, the commis-sioner’s residence, 
it considered the most finished in the place ; 
it is exactly like the others in Burmah Chinese 
style, entirely composed of wood, elevated on 
posts above the ground, to leave a free pits- 
sago to the pouring water during the monsoon, 
with a projecting roof supporte'd by wooden 
pillars, fritting a kind of outside veiah^ali 
But Uiii), (as are the greatest part of Ue 
houses, though looking very unpromising 
from the utside,^ is exceedingly connfortablqt, 
and undoubtedlyr very well adapted le 1je 
country and climate. All windows are open, 
and forming the greatest part of the walls; 
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juch a house is rather to be called an airy' 
ejikfe; 'than h sotid mansion. Some of the 
Rouses inhabited by Europeans are even made 
,Mly bamboo and reeds. Notwithstand- 
Ihf^tbia, the 'greatest part of gentlemen and 
ladies abein to be very happy, and like the 
country and the people. The usual bomplalnts 
that India, with all its Asiatic luxury, is only 
a splendid exile, never from the topics of a 
general conversation, and the only repeated 
complaint was that potatoes were exceed- 
ingly scarce and that the communications 
with other parts of the world are too frequent¬ 
ly interrupted, and letters from Europe do not 
arriveibr months. The reason is, that the mi¬ 
litary gl^lemon are from the Madras presi¬ 
dency, #heuoe vessels are much scarcer than 
from Calcutta. The climate £ast undoubtedly 
be belter than in any part of India, and the 
place ought to be strongly recommended as a 
place of recreation and restoration of health 
to the valetudinarian. Nobody is afraid of 
the sun, and everybody walks even in the 
middle of the day without a chatta. Thp best 


proof of the salubrity of the climate is if. M.^mounts at 
d'Zd Regiment, which, out of 670 men here 
stationed, has at present only 28 men in the 
hospital, the greatest part merely with trifl¬ 
ing and external diseases, and the bospiiai 
was twice entirely closed. 

The greatest curiosity of Moulmein is the 
abovementioned pagoda on the elevated hill 
bShind the town. It is a charming place, 
from whence the most beautiful panorama of 
the country is to be seen. The place of wor¬ 
ship is aij aggregation of pagodas of all sizes, 
the largest in tfie centre. There is such a 
number of idols, incarnations, ministers of 
the gods, probably saints, higher and lower 
attendants of ail ages and shapes, that only 
the chief ones enjoy the prerogative of a se¬ 
parate abode ; the others are apparently pro¬ 
miscuously crowded together in several poor¬ 
ly looking wooden shops. Amongst them is 
a young gentleman of an enarmous size in 
demigreoian oostnnj^e, stretched on a couch, 
leaning on his hand ; he is boldiag a palaver 
with a host of figures, who approach him in a 
kneeling position, with folded hands. All 
these images aru^ formed from white clay, the 
ontside of a kind of enamel, and seem to be 
partly of Caucasian, partly of the Mogul 
races, but all distinguished 4>y very long 
ears ; a mark of beauty amongst tne Burmese. 

Their colour is chiefly dead white, some are 
black, and 1 suppose they are evil .demons, 
for they have exceedingly wil# and grinning 
features. Only few are entirely gilded. 

The system of toleration Is happily intro- 
dooed amongst the Buddhists, and they are 
.a<A at ell particular about their gods, so as 
-to k«ep them mysteriously shut up. My 
gaide was a Buraiese,and he was the first who 
opened those shops and shewed me every 
thing witboat reserve or apprehension. Not 
asiagie sonlwas at that hour there ; the new 
aad the fail moon are the times when all Bir- 
igahs, wrapped in their beat clothes, pilgri- 
uate to this holy shrine to offer tiieir prayers, 
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and I am told they ate very pious. Round the 
hiit sire different curibus standards of the 
Bun'nese and Chinese fashioh, long, harrow- 
strips of efoth fantastically out out. Suqb a 
standard is always met with where a holy 
place stands, at the amtdes of their yeilow- 
olotbed priests or monks, at holy sonrces, 
where wonderful figures with birds’ faces 
form the ornamental statues, and at ether 
mausoleums, where dogs with long beaks, re¬ 
present ti^eir guardians. 

.The cantonments are an open, well-cleared 
plAce, separated from the town. Opposite to 
Martaban town 250 years ago, at least so says 
tradition, there was a considerable town on 
the same spot, founded and inhabited by the 
Siamese, and the place of the cantonments 
was a large fort. The remains of a deep 
trench, made unquestionably by artificial 
means, seems to corroborate this opinion. 

For the past four years, Moulmein has be¬ 
come the place of transportation for convicts 
from Bengal and Madras. Their number 
present to abont 800. The place 
will, perhaps, in time, be a penal settlement, 
.some what resembling New South Wales. 
The transportation of criminals has undoubt¬ 
edly proved useful to the inhabitants and 
beneficial to themselve.s. The price of labour 
is excessively dear ; the Burmese are an in- 
depenflent race, who do not like to work for 
Europeans. Rice, and some spontaneously 
growing leaves and berries gathered in the 
forests, form their principal food. A house 
of bamboo is built in the course of some days, 
and they know no other wants. Money has 
no charm for them, as they do not know how 
to use it, especially as they never have been 
tradesmen, which occupation is in Burinali 
confined to the princes and noblemen. Some 
familiesi.eame over from India with their 
masters ; others followed, and begin now to 
settle themselves. At first there was great 
difliculty in persuading them to leave India ; 
they did of course no', know where Moulmein 
or Tenasserim generally wore ; no wonder, 
—many Europeans did not know I 

Now being better informed, their numbers 
increased annually—-otherwise the most com¬ 
mon necessities of life conld not be got. The 
introduction of convicts was therefore very 
desirable. 

The greatest part of the neoessaryGovernment 
(Work being finished, they jare hired out to 
private individuals, whiob.-,novers the inenr- 
ring expenses. They are .well treated, and 
behave reinarkably well, and the famous 
Thugs are the mildest and most submissive 
class! TJjiey have unfortunately great facili¬ 
ties for escape.Seareely leaving the place, the 
forests hide them, and the river is the frontier 
of the territory, which to cross, they get ea¬ 
sily the means ; a jealous government reoeives 
them there with open afms ; and a black man 
finds his way from Pega to the Coast of Coro¬ 
mandel by land without any (^Iffloolty ! That 
these escapes do not happen more frequently 
is a propf that the Thugs, in some measure. 


I 
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Hinitt be ^etisfied with their present condition 
nnd greatly perhaps acknowledge the justice 
of their condemnation. A prohictain remains 
to be solved in about three years. Will not a 
part of those transported for seven years pre¬ 
fer to remain in the country ? 11 so, and there 


is much reason to anticipate it, a systebt of 
colonisation on a larger scale could be intro¬ 
duced, wliioh would undoubtedly prove be¬ 
neficial to the country and to the government 

DR.HE4FCR. 

Englithman.^ 


THE QENSUS OF CALCUTTA. 

. _ 


Understanding that Captain F. W. Birch, 
Superintendent of Police, had lately been 
engaged in taking a census of the inhabitants 
of Calcutta, we applied to that gentleman for 
permission to inspect the voluminous docn- 
ments he had doubtless compiled. Having 
obtained the permission we sought for, and 
every information wo desired, wo subjoin 
extracts from thedoouments in this place, Cap¬ 
tain Birch deserves the thanks of the public 
for his labours, and for the very ready an^ 
obliging manner in which he has allowed them 
to be made use of fur general information. 


Uahomedaiu. Uladoot. 


amounted to as follows— 

OfartoUaBi, 

Upper North 
Division.. 5 

Lower North 
Ditto ... .5,816 
Upper South 
Ditto ....4,476 
Lower South 
Ditto ... .3,841 


r' 

I kAir *'*' 

OhlHSSA. 


CsLCUTTi, JANOSny 

English. 

Euiasians. 

Portuguese .. 

Frencl) . 

Chiu'iiinen. 

Arineuians, . 

Jews... 

W. Mabomedans. 

D. Mabomedans.... 
tv. Hindoos 


I, 1837. Males and 


Females. 

3,l3>l 
I 4.746 
3,181 
166 
366 
636 
307 
13.677 
45,067 
17,333 

B. Hindoos... I,20.3i8 


Moguls 

Paisees. 

Arabs. 

Mugs. 

Mudrasses..... 
N. Christiaus 
Low Castes .. 


527 
40 
351 
683 
So 
46 
19,084 


Total Population. 


( Males.... 
£ ir'einales.. 


144,911 

84,803 


229,714 


Puckah Houki. 14,623 

Tiled Huu. 20,304 

Straw ditto. %,567 


65.495 


Total Houses. 

Police Force... 1,358 

In the year 1800, according to the report oT 
the Police Committee furnished to Lord 
Mornington, the Population was 500,000. 


In 1814, according to the calcniation 
Chief Justice Sir Hyde East, it amounted 
700,000. 


of 

to 


6,602 

10,865 

7,510 

17,185 


64,582 

25,570 


1 

2441 


18,153 170 
9,898 OJ 


179,917 


But the Magistrates in their report oaioulat- 
ed as foUows— 


Upper-roomedHouses 5,430 
Lower ditto ditto.8,800 


X 16=86.880; 
X 8=70, 


riled Huts.]5,7.92-^4x0i92l,7l4| 

Straw HuU. 35,497-ir 4x51=51,558 , 

<r.lcul.Ik.»...S . 

In 1831, Captain Steel made it. 

Captain Bireb’s calculation is 


230,532 


306 600 

100,000 

187,081 
229,714 

And the daily influx about. 150,000 

The above calculations .do nob include 
Kidderpore, Garden Reach, Seebpore, How¬ 
rah, Snlkca, Cossipore, or the other side of 
“ the Ditch .”—Bengal Herald, Feb. 9. 


In the Herald of the 9th uitirao was pub¬ 
lished a census of the City of Calcutta by 
Captain Birch. It will, perhaps, not be unin- 
tero.sling at this period, to take a retrospect 
of the origin and earl/ history of this city, 
and the steps by which it has reached its pre¬ 
sent position. 

In the year 1698, the English, who had al¬ 
ready established themselves in these parts as 
merchants, and had obtained a Jlrmau from the 
Emperor of»l9elhi, to carry on their commer¬ 
cial transactions, being annoyed by the intri¬ 
gues of the Dutch, sent theic agent. Iff. 
Wal.sh,to Prince Azeem Ooshan, oup dl tlto 
grand-sons of the Emperor Arangzebe, wbp 
was then at the head of alTairs in Bengal; and 
solicited from him, among other privilieges, 
tber grant of the villages of SataduHy, 
Govindpoor, and Colicotta, Kali Kurlin After 
a delay of two yeare in negimiations, the 
above villages were purchased by the Com¬ 
pany fro|n tlie semindars to whom these plac¬ 
es blunged. These possessions extended 
about three miles on the eastern side of th« 
I fihagurotty river, and about one mile inland, 
V. laoi «... A.. I The name Cuieutta, some say, was deri«ed 

I*.; -*ti****** •PFWpted, byifroni the goddess Kaly, to whom a temple la 
whose calculation the population of^alcutta I dedicated, the same which now stands at 


Both of which calculations must have been 
errimeous, unless thi^ included the suburbs 
of Cossipore and Garden Reach ; which we 
believe they di^. ^ • 



































■TT^yJtjrwii itiit i^ ttiUckt of UKLYOrif* 
if*mo Ajstm-kod \\» ^wov profiooen, 
i|M« ti«o the op^t'ilation of 
^in honor of the then reigning 
fovoroign of Engiend. In noasequanoevof tli« 
foonrity afforded to property within the CqiU' 
iHinji'e posertsions, and facility for trade, 
verai opulent natives were soon indneeij^to 
ntake Calcutta their residence. This cironni* 
aUuee, however, excited the jeatoosy of tite 
Pouadar of Hooghly, who wanted to send his 
people to administer justioe to the natives liv¬ 
ing under the protection of the English flag 



_ , Jfe. On -Hi#' ifth lift 

June the out posts wt!ilfili«tiliM^ Ibif Uid'hssief- 
ers, wbioh eaused Uie'flidfte troe^, lufed hy 
the English, amountifig to l,dO(>AelhHo de¬ 
sert. The besiegers in a fesr days obliged 
Mr. Drake, the governor, to take refhge in a 
ship then anchored in the river, leaving in the 
foit Erropeans, with Mr. Holwell^ one of 
the members of coanoil at their head. These 
aisb wanted to embark, but no ship would 
come ne-ii the foit fur tear of the firing kept 


but lie was prevented by the same moans up by the Mawab’s troops. Notwithstmdihg 
as those wliicli had obtained for the English every rlTurt of the besieged, the fort 
the possession of these pigees, viz. large was taken by storm on the 20th of June, 
bribes to the Piiiice Azeeni Ooshan. whilst Mi. iJnIwell was treating with the Nn- 

About the year 1718, that is ten years after wah the teiinv ot capitulation. The English 
the purciiaso of the villages of Kali A'hi'M, then suneiidered their anus, and the Nuwab’a 
&c. we find the new town in a floniisliing peuple desisted fioin bloodshed. Having thus 
state. It WPS then inhabited by seveiiil Por- got possession of the luit, the Nuwab sent for 
tuguese, Aimenian, ITind'io, ami MognI iner* Mr. Uolweli, and after eiiqniiiiig about the 
chants, who oariied on tli .ir comraeicc wider liea.sures wlnoh he said the English had liid- 
tlie protection of tlie English. The shipping den there, dismissed him with a.ssarances of 
io the poit at this period nnioiinled to about safelv. On Ins return to Ins companions, who 
ten thousand tons. The English anlhoiities, weietlienblBpcisons, he found them surround- 
however, found it ceccssaiy to conciliate the cil by a stiong guard. About seven o’clock in 
Nawnb frequently, by presents, in order to the evening of the 20lh June, these unfortu- 
oarry on thcii coiumeice without molestation ^ nate people wote looked up in a room used 
at the subordinate fautuiies. The seuuiilv of for Ihe^ uonlineineut of disorderly soldiers, 
property and iieedom of trade allowed within, winch was not above 20 feet squaie. The time 
the English possessions, caused the town to ot ilie >car, which is well known for its heat 


tacreaso in prosperity. 

Things continued in this state until Scraj- 
ood-Dowlah, in 1736, took into his hands, the 
uiicontioiited Goveiiimcnt of Bengal. Among 
othci acts of oppicssion, he demanded tiom 
llajliuiluh, the Deputy Governoi of Dicci, a 
large ..iim of money, and so alaiiued him, lli.it 
he privately sent off his family and pioptilr 
to Calcutta. The leiusal of the English to 
give tip to the N.iwab Kisheuhulliib, the son 
of RajbuHub, exceedingly iiritatcd Sciaj- 
ood-Dowlah, and be loluracd his wrath fioin 
every other qiiuitcr against the Eoglish. One 


in tills uliinale, and the sninilness of the room, 
iciinsud 123 of these niiseiahlo siilTeiers to 
cxpiie in the same night. The next 
nioining only 23, among whom was Mr. Hol- 
wcll, weie taken out, scarcely able to stand 
The spot, called the black hole, where this 
I loom stood, is .situated just at the north-west 
connei otthe Tiiiik-squaic, wlieie at piesent 
it irangui.ir patch of grass may be seen. On 
this spot Mr. Holwell afterwards raused a 
tq,oiiuniont to be erected, which has since 
I been removed. « 

Tiic iMwah, aftei a shoil slay, returned to 


of his fiist acts of nggiessioii was, the taking' leaving Maniek Cbaond, the 

of the factory at Cossimbazar by foico, and i . Hooghly, in charge of Calcutta, 

imprisoning the Englishmen he found theic 'S't'i'von of 3.006 men. Mr. Holwell 
He then proceeded diiectly towards C.ilc.itta i «nd the otliei siirvivcis ftoin the black hole 
The Hindoo and Mogul meichauts residing at 


Calcutta in vain endeavoured t« assuage the 
anger ol the Nawab, who appearedMeteiiiiined 
to attack Calcutta. At this ciitical juncture, 
the English applied for help to the Dqjch and 
the Fteneh, who both declined assistance, the 
latter adding an insulting offer of protection 
to the English, if they would proceed to Chan- 
dernagore. On the I 5 th of June, 17 . 58 , the 
fort was besieged by the NawaWs troops. 
This building was situated on the Banks of 
the river : its length fiom east to west was two 
hundred and ten yards, its breath on the 
south side was a hundred and thirty yffrds, and 
•It the north only one hundred yards : ft bad 
flW bastions, oiountilig each jten gnns. The 
gms-way on the eastern side projected and 
ruonnted five guns, and along the river a lino 
of heavy caoiton was mounted in embrasures 


w’cie soon after released, and joining Mr. 
Diake and those who had taken shelter in the 
ship, coniinued there until news having 
leached Madras, an expiditioM was proposed 
wgainst the Nawab, which, conducted by Ad- 
miial Watson and BoidClive, re-took Calcutta 
in Januaiy 1757,and though the Nawab brought 
a large (uice against them, he could not drive 
out the English from their possessions. A 
treaty was the consequence, and sinoe that 
time to the present, Calcutta has remained in 
the undiNtuibed possession of the English, 
daily incieasing in impftrtanoe, wealth, and 
piospeiity. 

The contrast, betwdbn the position of 
Calcutta io 1756, as shewn by the foregoing 
accounts, find that which it at present oeonpies 
as the capital of the most powerful country in 
Asia, is ao striking, that it cannot escape the 
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tit« Above! *oe(»ii.Bt rsMtii^, Wiii|t|n«.it] 
ol. thQ liHtUh p,(KU|M«ifiii« tb« i|A# of tHolr. 
govorummt has ooBtuiAed fo 4i)er«ue. ,Th« 
popnlation of a -oitji olroai^tanoed aa tbia 
naa been, would, bo dpubt, increase in pro- 
porfion. Now, we find, by. a report of Mr. 
Holwell to Mr. Drake, the Governor of Fort 
William, that the Town of Qalnnt^ was in 
his time divided into four principal dUtriots, 
via. Dee Calcutta, Govindpooi^ Soola Nutty, 
and Bazar Calcutta. These four districts 
contained 5,4724 bigabs of ground, on whioli 
the Company received ground rent at three 
rupees per bigah, per annum, some few places 
excepted as lakheiaje or rent free lands. Be¬ 
sides the above lands, there were also 3,0.)0 
bigalis possessed by proprietors independent 
of the English ; but situate within the houiid.s 
of the Company. The number of bouses in 
Calciitla at that time, Mr. Hollwell says, was 
51,132 and reckoning 8 inhabitants to aoh 
house, whioli he considers a very moderate' 
estimate, lie states the number of houI.s in 
Calcutta at 4,U8,056 as the eon.stant inhabi¬ 
tants of the town, without reckoning those 
that name in and went out. 

In the year 1800, according to the report of 
the police committee, furnished to Lord Mor- 
ningloii, the population was stated at 5,000,000; 
and in 1814, according to the oaleulntion 
of Chief Justice, Sir Uyde East, it amounted 
to 7,00,000. Those calculations are supposed 
by some to have included the suburbs of Cal¬ 
cutta andGiuden Reach. But Mr. Holweli’s 
account, which assigns to Calcutta about 
4,09,056 inhabitants in 1752, bears out the 
calculations made in 1800 and 1814. There 
can bo no doubt, as we have stated above, 
that the population of thi.s city iias*boeii on 
the increase since. Accordingly, at the pre¬ 
sent inoincnt, the number of souls in Calcutta 
ought to be considerably more than at the 
lime of Mr. Holwell. But instead of it, we 
find by the census of Captain Birch, that they 
amount to 2,29,714 only about one-half the 
number stated by Mr. Holwell. Under the.se 
circorastances we would have been dneiined 
ta'^^oubt the corroetne.ss of Captain Birch's 
census; but, by the following statements, 
we find it apparently borne out■ 

In 1824, five assessors were appointed, by 
whose calculations the population of Cal* 
outta amounted to 1,79,917.. Bnt the 
trates in their report oaloalated as follows. 

Upper-roomedHouBe85,430 xlds80,880\ 

Lower ditto ditto.... 8,800 X 6a70,400 f „ rro 

Tiled Huts.16,790-r-4x5i*2l,7l42®'30>652 

Straw ditto.35,'^7-r4x^^l ^ * 
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ciek' t^ree'wiMi:'_ 

and fliAy widely i|roi»iybd 

fomietstiaalatiMtldMSi are two eii* 

eumMKiiee«<‘-wittch mafctf 'eA very dtHtbffal 
te tbeaedardcybif the'dkte on trhioh GapMin 
Bi^h’s oalcuiatioiia ar« based. The one 1» 
that Gaptain Biroh stales the total nomboT'Ol 
hoases In Oaloatta at 65,495, ahd the total 
uomber ofocctiplers at 2,29,714, whioli gives 
an average of a little above 3 souls for each 
house. Now, aooording to Mr. Holweti, B 
souls per each is a moddntte es.timate, and we 
know it, from personal knowledge, that 6 
souls per each ^ouse is considered a scanty 
popiilatiou in the interior. There oan be no 
doubt that in Calcutta, partioniarly the Na¬ 
tive parts, where the rent is high and many 
more per.sons congregated together than in 
the villages, a higher average, viz. that of 
Mr. Holwell, would be nearer the truth. 
Therafore. if we reckon 8 souls per house, 
which is an opinion we have heard hundreds 
express, and take for granted that the num« 
her of houses stated by Captain Biroh is cor¬ 
rect, wo would have the population, calculat¬ 
ed on the.se data, to amount to (65,495, X 8 =) 
<5,23,260, which is a near approximation to 
the calculations we have quoted above. 

Thomther circumstance which inclines ns 
to doubt the aceuraoy of the calculations 
made by Captain Bircli i.s, that at the time he 
sent out the Police peons to m.'rke the enquiry, 
people ^ad an impression.on their minds, 
that the Inland and Town duties having been 
abolished, it was intended to levy some other 
iax instead, and that the enquiries were be¬ 
ing made in order to ascertain the extent to 
wiiicli each house could be taxed. This led 
tlie people to mention a much fewer number of 
inmates than was really the case, and this 
sort of false report was given more in regard 
to the females whom they are al'wnys anxious 
to keep nut of sight, and* who being generally 
in the purdah,tlicir exact number is much more 
difficult to ascertain. Hence we believe the 
males are stated by Captain Birch at 144,811 
and the females at only. 84,803 

2,i»,71,4 


On these grounds we very much doubt tbe 
accuracy of the- census given by Captain 
Biroh, and the others which approximate to 
it. We should, however, like to' see this 
question settled on unquestionable data, so 
far at least as such data are obtainable in a 
work of this description.—Bengal HwaM, 
March 12. 


RESUMPTION OF RENT FREE TENURES -CHITAGONG. 


To the Right HonoraMe George Lotto AucK- 
- LSND, Gevermr-GmeriU of India in Council, 
The Humble l^tition of rfiz VHderti§ned Jt(ha- 
bitante of Chittagong, 

Shb-wicth,—T hat your petitioaers l^g- leave 
most respeclfuily to lay theirgrievanceui before 


your Itordship in Council, in the saaguiap 
hope (hat they will meet with that rellei 
which is so loudly called for from your Lord^ 
ship's just and hdmane consideration. * . 

That on the I9th September last, Mr.—rt toe 
Magistrate and Collector, issued notifieat^s 





BESinrtPtlOSr of RENt FREE TENURES —CHITAGONG. 


nonveyini; orders of 
iuibasore the lands betofl?' 
ftllicle'^A, nod snbseqnentljr accompanied 
y a «(r f ihofsaod men, auacked their pro- 
of carrying tbe above 
^dttre into effect previoes to the reaping of 
S^arvest. That your prtliiooers Hading 
theioseives oo the brink of rain, and trnsting 
^be solemn pledge of tli- British Oovv«- 
iiMttt. laid down in the Regnlations I, XiX, 
^ XXXV11 of 1173, and II of 1S19. and ill 
dt |3^ *od others strictly prohibiting any in¬ 
terference of p ublic aotiiorties,nrithsacti lands 
ae'hath'OQine dnder the Deoe 9 hlal selteroent, 
ufiB the case with regard to ydnr petitionors’ 
teetfres, they nnanimonsly asked Mr. Harvey 
to satisfy them a* to his aothority, for infringe- 
■Mrtt of the hbove Regulations of Govern- 
i^nt before he adopted guch a ruinous roea- 
anre. But instead of giving anyxtireet an 
swer to their inquiries, be set about commit- 
ting violence upon-tlipm and their families, in 
disregard to ail intentions of law, justRte,and 
bomanity. And though your pelitiondrs of¬ 
fered no resistance, which from the timidity 
of their character, it is utterly impossibleeven 
to suppose that they, as poor and weak snb- 
Wfs, obuld ever have attempted, Mr. Harvey 
Msrepresented to the Government that they 
ihd rebelled against the orders of Government 
dild 'called for military aid to suppress 
them. Yoor petitioners are astonished at 
this teqoislioa of Mr. Harvey, for your peti- 
tiohers ^iitid never have dreamt of committing 
any digtwtiiaiioe ; but your petitioners firmly 
beiievo.^at hiHrppresentation has been made 
patposely with the view of exculpating hinri 
celrfvom the outrages perpetrated over them. 
Men investigation your Lordship will find, 
that M/, Harvey, under the cover of mea 
lands as above set foitli, iusuited, 
etfUMbT^ud wounded several men in the most 
esnei and barbarous manner, and ultimaicly 
Mtnally murdered 2 men of the name of Do- 
mtm ansd Bamjoy, and wounded 5 others in 
tbe village of OnwHeab by musket shots; and 
in like^aaiinier Humodollali/the Deputy CoJ- 
leetor.nurt 2 men in such a inainner.tjiat their 
lives are at stake : the intelligence of these 
berrilile murders have been received by dawk 
yesterday, hy a letter dated 2l8t Pows, Chit- 
tageilg 4 Now, your petitioners submit that, 
if iUJse tbp intention ofGovcrnfiiqpt to depo- 
eoontry, Mr. Harvey can in that 
cimwly.be JustiHable for adopting such vio- 
JinMljiMtMdings. That from the years 1704, 
Umd|^:l82U, the public functionaries were 
to measure and examine the lauds, 
bcR^l^yotir petitioners have olm^a submitted 
of Government^ and sought for: 
vUilWlgi f^ough legal channels and neither by 
4trii»Wtf,'«eapons. 


lMph*;rb- 
4^0 liMtte orders 


petitioners are now rauob paV4< 
and therefore they, Hanaoi at 
piesenV' represent their hard CaM in detail, 
vrlilildi^df will Hefeafter hav^ tfaemaeifea the 
. I^or of doing* r ' 

' Vbat your petitioaers therefore, seeiiig'their 
inlb and dcairuetioB nigh at band, from the 


desperate conduct oftfae eotlt 
coarse to your Lordship In (JTe' 
that you nRI kindly faep1eM«4'tb 
upon the Sessions . 

to institutin’ immediate j^niree |l|^ tra^ 
gieal evenfk that have,.^keo (^ai^^fn^ are 
going on at Chittagong^ ftnd glrnnt ,d|eni .ofe<B>^ 
tual redress. . i.. 

And your petitioners, as in duty bound, 
shall ever pray. 

(Sd.)^ KisHDNoKisHoae MoCKTARKsn, for 
“ FtfTTSY ALLSE. 

*• Buxallb*-, 

Aubpollah, ^c. Tolookdori of 
Chittdpmg. 

Calcutta^ 9th Jan. 1337. 

To Ri* ExeeUeneythe Mott Noble Lord GeORoe 
Aucklind. G. C. B. and K. C. B., Goveruor- 
Genet^l of Bengal, 

The humble petition of the underngnere, Zeemin- 
dart, Talookdare, Laehrajeun Rgote, ^e, 
inhabitants of Zillah Chittagong, 

May it please your Lordship, -That your 
unfortunate andmiserable petitioneraliave most 
respectfully taken the freedom of presuming to 
lay their wretched penury and circumstances 
into your Lordship’s due, kind and lenient con¬ 
sideration ; they tra.stthat your Lordship will 
with iriercy pardon the liberty thus taken in 
obtruding on your Lordship’s mo.vt precious 
momenta of business, but bumbty solicit that 
their case may be awarded with compas-sion 
and ample justices through the wisdom of Go¬ 
vernment and your Lordship, and whereby 
your Lordship's Peiitiuners will be saved 
from Htterj.distress and complete ruin, they 
now apprehend from the CoU,.ctor of this 
district Mr. Harvey. 

SfandiUg orders of Government as per Re¬ 
gulation on account of measurement of lands, 
vide 1192 M .S. Dossala bniidobust of 1126, M. 

appprlainingto Lukherajand KeriauJ lands, 
and fixed Revenne have been established, in- 
culding whatever quantity of ground tiieii oanie 
within the measurement. We do not expect 
jurrief should be made on those ground and for 
the protRslion of tbe said lands the utaderinen- 
tioned regulations was then enacted and pro¬ 
posed by the orders of Government, namely 
1703 English stile, first ReguHitioo and 19 dit¬ 
to 1919, E. S. 2d 'Regulation,. 19tb section, 
1626, E, S. 14 Regulation, 1828, E. S. 3 
Regulation, besides others, sopportiof in¬ 
fringement or exemption nt my time may bs 
made on tbe ground me^rnff i» llM M. S. 
in evidence to the above rcguliktions and no in- 
jostioe has ever since taken<pHin«. Tbemeasn- 
rement t^t took plRoe by draotsof Govemme 
in the following ymtra 1189 M. 8. 1150 H. 8. 
nt 1162 M. 8. a^. 1182 |f • exempting the 
Lakiieintnj DobmIr Sandohnst mMsopement 
that todk plane, and to tb IB day those geound 
have not been infHnged by any Colleeters. '' 
TheColieetor, My. John Inglii^ Haihrejr, faav-' 
ing with obduracy resolved and determinetf 
4o have ^ whole of thb laudi of all denoikti-' 
nations, Lakbeii^, HOBsaln Bondobust of llffff 
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M. S. tQbe mei^sared, wbereiu beiny direct 
apIMifebt ooQtroverse to tbe above reKuiatioos 
and other atatiding orders of hia most Gxcet- 
lenojr'(he Lord CSorowailia deoeaad* then 6o« 
TernnrOeiierdi in Coonoll of India in Bengal, 
ahoold be the Collector act contraifr to these 
rei^lations, a Serious havoc and devastation 
to at Chittagong will be attended and ruin the 
nemindars, Lackrtgdars, Talookdars, Ryots 
and others, and whereby Government will 
sustain a considerable and heavy ‘Ipsa from 
direct unlawful pursuit. 

The orders that Government in Council have 
been pleased to issue at the instance of Mr. 
Harvey for measuring the lands at Chittagong, 
Mr. Harvey the Collector does not pro¬ 
claim the same for the information of the ze¬ 
mindars and others, but keeps such orders, in 
obscuracy. We are oonfident that the wisdom 
of Government in Council are not a Tyrants 
on the poor unfortunate land holders o>' this 
district. In the event of our prayers not 
meeting the npprobation and-favorable consi¬ 
deration of Government, thetofore we ouosi- 
^r the stale will be pleased to issue a pro- 
lamation to put an end to the lives of the 
bole of the inhabitants, which will at once 
.> far better for Guvernmeot to wrench their 
properties without employing any individuals 
to degrade their Lordship's respectable zemin¬ 
dars and others when they are unjustly depriv¬ 
ed of their possession by an unmerciful ruler, 
wlen they will consider themselves that Go* 
teniuent will have an end to do with tbe poor 
unfortunate inhabitants. 

Wcftlie undersigners, beg most respectfally 
to inform your Lordship that (he present Col¬ 
lector retains partly disqualified oliicers not 
versed in the Bengallee language, partly being 
individuals that committed heinous oyriies in 
the civil cases, should your Lordship be gra¬ 
ciously pleased to ascertain the truth of this 
charge, reference may be ordered by your, 
..lOrdship on Mr. H. Moore, the judge, to exa¬ 
mine tliequalification of tne Deputy Colleotors 
.1 the language above noted. 

With respect to the* Laokrauj ground, tbe 
Collector Mr. Harvey having at his instanoe 
appointed Tussildars in very tbannab, that 
Laokeirauj ground rent being removed or 
made Baydacul without orders of your Lord¬ 
ship in Goanoil, the reverence of suoh ground 
foroibly .taken from the possessors by seizing 
their properties sueh as cattle of all desorip-H 
tion, pady, and whereby they atterly rain the 
individuals. Should Tehsseeldars recover an- 
justly from the • Laokeiraqj land one hundred 
rupees on the pari of Government, the poor 
inhabitants suffer n loss of anoBier handred 
rupees for the groundless ezpeaoes on ao« 
oonnt of peons is obprge &c. &e. 8co.. We 
the poor inhabitents stin considers that the 
Government orden arenot infriiwed, We.oon» 
sider ourselves that a special uMnmissioner 
stfg^oned at .Cs^utta, also in eTfl»a.Zilli^. 
What could indnee the Collhotor llr, Etarvev 
to act opntrary to the rales and fteKBlhUoni, 
also exereise, such uumercifuily iojAiips to 


the inhabitants, whereby tbe individoi^ nrR 
brought down to tbe Iqwesti dcprecaijda tofi 
alt meang of common neoossaries, and cotnforl^ 
of lives ? Goverbment.shnuld, be pleased w - 
issue a proolatastiob to put an eti^toUte livei; 
of all the inhabitants, wblnh{ will he ftr bet> 
ter, and convey their properties of whatever 
kind, for the benefit of the state. Since thf 
oonsolidation of the magistracy of Qq tleo^ 
torShips to the country stands under Jedpar.- 
d.v,. Should -the Collector act odntrury, ttih' 
Magistrate would act upon the authority or 
(he Regulations by which he is authorived tp 
discharge hta d^Uy. Sinoe Mr. Harvey has been 
appointed to the Collectorship and Magistracy 
his power is attend with all manner of dispa¬ 
ragement, oppres|jons and aggravation on tlin 
poor inhabitants. During this month Mr. 
Harvey having been to the Mofnssil under 
plea to measure Noahbad Lands,he has order¬ 
ed the Deputy Collectors to measure the 
Dnssala bundobust and Lackeirauj of 1126 
M. S. nonscquently having taken the wliote 
of tha'Burk'undazes attached to Jail duty, 
seizing ail the inhabitants, drawing sword 
himsetfto kill tliem, your Lordship will be 
kindly pleased to view the Colleofor Mr. Har¬ 
vey how great lie stands in the Moiussil, con¬ 
trary to Regulations, Orders, &o. &c., and more 
so breaking the peace of the country, whereas 
be is ordered to keep tbe district from all 
manner, of depredations. 

Are the bundobust that have made through 
the Coileotor of Lakkeirauj lands, thiough 
force and oppression, none willingly come 
forward to do so, on account n#the tvao oflioes 
being under one control, and then the Collec¬ 
tor makes hia reports that the Zemindars 
came willing to a seitlement whereas the case 
is not so. 

We the ondersigners at the conelnsitm <ft 
this application, beg most respectfully to 
urge that your Lordship in Council wilt be 
graoioDSiy pleased to view their miserable case 
into yonr Lordships lenient eonsideratlon, to 
dispense the admeasurenlbnt till the pleasnie 
of onrLordshipin council is known, respeetfng 
the unjust rep^ made by Mr. Harvey to rnfii 
tbe the country through opprOTsion on tfaeLak- 
iieirauj lands, and Dnssala bundobust in 1126, 
M. S., and till the Regulations exist, other¬ 
wise the whol^of the country will stand to des- 
solation andvruin, and Will take along tlmc to 
make popnlatio'n and benefioial to Government 
iu yielding revenue. Yonr Lordship takCo 
their prayers into oonsideration, and affording' 
jnstioe^heaven will reward your Lotdshi^^ 
bounty aooordingly. 


REPLY TO THE ABOVE. 

To the PititioHtM ZenwHdart, Taloohdart, Ldk^ 
hirai^dartj, ai^ Rjfoti of Zillah Chittaffo$ijf. ■' 

JSsMiMM. The.Rigbt Hon’hle the Governor. 
General of Bengsd having had before hint 
your petition oomplidning, generally, of fbe 
•nrvey of Eiliafa Chittagong, and partiout|nf^ 
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at Ct>n«etor Hwvey, 

iMlfi M foIfsiM ill 

■ -^i^itno'n %li%"'8ll the eabjects of 

ere aiider the .uro^a- 
-df the isairt; Ifyoo'haVe beenany 
’M'rdnf^ed by the local rdvenud au- 
tMntiM.’Ihe Ooarte oTLaal are open to your 
mriltelliiiittdi^aed trill awaM youjuMice agahiitt 
as against any other periion.^ 

irioleotresistence of thh itrooeedings of 
^i^cer* whjeb tiic Govefiior regreta to ikear 
ha* .n'eeji ^auatnipted* caonbt he penaitted) 
afd ihpae'Wbo are bo unwiMe a* toniake such 
resWiaedp, win assuredly fall under the oog* 
hiaanue of ibe iftWi and be so v.^ely punished, as 
an example fd" others and fur the niaiate> 
aaheo of the public peace. 

■S. ' Wis Lordship is afraid from the general 
tenor of your petition, but more especially 
fretR the mistakes in regard to the law with 
w.hieii it abounds, that evil disposed persons 
faatre been misleading yon with niisreprfisen* 
tatioHs upon that head. There is nothing 
repugdant to tlie Laws of 1793, relative 
permanent settiemeht, in the mea¬ 
surement of Chittagong now in progress, 
aird Seoticn Yl 11. Regulation ll. of 1810, 
and Clause 3d Section Y. Regulation IX 
of 1825 distinctly 'sanction such a proceed¬ 
ing, the former, under the authority of 
the Board of Revenue, the latter at the dis¬ 
cretion of the Collector himself. But in the 
present instance, the state of Ziliah Chitta¬ 
gong, as MigardB the confusion, and intermix¬ 
ture of its teanres, the quantity of land held 
free of assessment upon mere assumption, 
wlthoutany valid title, and the impossibility 
of.finding and reoognixing lands either sold 
by tite Collector for (he recovery of arrears of 
Seveoue, or in execution of Decrees of Court, 
or ordered hy the Courts to be transpired 
one party to another (as in the case of the 
wpU known Ghosal’s Decree of die Sudder 
Court)aJl of which oiaoumstances haye combin¬ 
ed to render the District notorious for the un- 
oerUinty ofpuhiio, and of priviRe rights,—had 
loag eagaged theatteotioo of tUe Government 
'and hare ted it, after oonsaUing the officers 
best acquainted -with the condition and wants 
of the Disiriot^ and after careful deliberation 
upoajlieir reports, to the oonclu'SifiD, that the 
trqe jdiereats of all honest persons woald be 
beirt eonsaUed by a oom^lete survey of the 
whole diftriot, whkt^ should asoerfaio and 
record the position aqd dimensions of oTory 
field which it contaius, and the rights of every 
pofeoo baving^jlOQperty in tbh soil. 

4 .Hlhis great operation, dhd^taken and 
os^fid’dd'sil heavy expence, will Settle .at 
fotr fiver • thousand disputes 'which 
coold adf bir decided by the ipost expeiieooed 
afid edX dodge, witli oat such ttldf ib' a 

ma'datw haftsfadtery either td hiidserr^r to 
theipaifftea otliiofirdedt 'and^MM eveOiOaJty 
put an end fo saocib expensivfi, vexatratu.^ 
ah<d irritating fHigiitioa,'' atid it wfti dopbDii^ps,' 
by the certainty of possession and famlity or 


traoefer whieh it will prodnee, hidd 

the valite id'every dfisoHptfda^Of tsB'ded^^e- 

petty. ■s'- -s1.V‘v. 

■ b.' Toti. are also i^^taketi'"'in 'ilipjioitlbf 
that eitiier|the oonditions of the perpetual 
syftleoitOltV any. tueasoreipeat (ii4t..has ever 
ta^keh pi'aop ih Ziltah .Ciiittagoag, has ex¬ 
empted tliq.leaure* of rent-free.lan ds fidm,i(tx- 
amlnatiun ,'as to their vaiidilyi;, or , the .laca^ 
theinselvM,!, on the tenures, -.being proved 
invalid frlm assessment. Hotbing can pussi 

^ > possibly he clearer up- 

VIII. het VII.— .on this point than 
third “ Tiic Governor- words of Regulation f. 
General in .Council ,of 179.3,—the funda- 
wili impose such as-' mental Law of the per- 
sessment as he may maaent settlement as 
deeiu.eqaitable on all copied in.the margin, 
lands at present afie- The records of the 
nated, aud paying no measurement of 1126 
public revenue, whioh M. S. to which you re- 
have been or may be fer as a proof of the 
proved to be held un- exemption from pre- 
der illegal or invalid sent assessment of 
titles. The assess- the lands ihen claimed 
meat so imposed shall as Lakhiraj.oniy prove 
belong to Government that tho lands so en« 
and no proprietor of tered were tiien so 
land will be entitled claimed; but the vali- 
to any part of it.” dity of each tenure 
must he duly investigated, before the lands 
can be decreed to be free for ever from all 
demand on (lie part of Gcverninent, under 
Regulutlon.s XiX. or XXXVII. of 1*793, and 
Regulations I[. of 1819, IX and XIY. of 1825 
and 111. of 1828. 

6 . As regards Turuf Estates, no land in¬ 
cluded in the permanent settlement can be 
re-assessed, and the only effect of the measure ■ 
ment will ho to render such land very much 
more vaKiabie Ilian itisat present. But it is,, 
at the same time, most j ust and reason able 
that all Noabad land, and all land, of what- 
eVer denomination; not |)«rmauent1y assessed, 
and nut held free of Assessment on a valid te¬ 
nure, should be made to bearlta fair proportion 
of the pnblio burthens. If the Coliector, in 
pursuing this objeot, re-aSse.ss, by mistake, or 
a inisaptveheasuit of rights, any land within 
the pale of the permanent settlement, the 
Court of the Commissioner is open to .On ap¬ 
peal against his poroeedings and there, doubt¬ 
less, any person that may be aggrieved by the 
fomsr ofiioer will receive amplfi i^uiress. 

* 7 . ISut His ItOfiiiili ip ho pofi aud iroits,' that, 
no injuaitioe will be fipne to any person... He 
believes that Mr. 'Harvey,' against^ who9.e.act« 
you oomplain. Is a just , and oprigfat. officer, 
intimateiv acquainted uritb. tjli^lungaage of the 
people of Chittagong,.'.with fhe . proper ggttut 
of lochl ass^sboienf, and with the peculiar 
and difflciih ffinufes otdhatdisHct. In Hr. 
Dampier also, ijii^Cdinmissioiier of 
Sion, (to wfibip, H aggrieved by the CoU^Rp, 
you shoold ^ave aj^eal.ed in the firM 
before petii^tiaing JGoverninenli) the,£|:uveriios 
,has great eoofidence, and he does^hot.doiihl: 
(fiat evefjf' well founded .oojmp|ai,nt be 
refidliy receiv^,'tind promptly redressed by 


• . t 



GOOM^OOfl. 


m 


MIoef. TliM-e it betide, tt ab«v» fdisb- 
the Ctnirt Speeiat Cofttoilwtooer 
fm all who are diatatitiied with thf deoiaiofia 
of both the €k»Ueotur and tbe Cof^oilttioaer. 

; 9. The legitifnate coorte of prooeedinf, it 
eontider yeuraelvea to be wronjted ia anj 
rA»pebt« ia pointed out to jroa tn tbeae orders 
upoAyoor petition for t^ purpose ofonietiof; 
your minds ; and the iobal autboritias will be 
ea^oined to be perfeetlj aooessible to all rp> 
presentations, and to act id a spirit bf 
careful justice, and tender consideration fp(. 
every exisiting riiflil, especially fur such claims 
as have any reai'l>asia upon the conditions of 
tbe permanent selllemcnl, and the Governor 
will reoeNe and attentively consider any peti- j 
tion which the Zemcendars may think bt to 
submit through the constitnted authorities; 
but all representation of grievance from the 
survey must come llirough the Commissioner 
or the Sadder Board. In the meanwhile it is 
the duty of all Zmneendars, Talookdars, La* 
keirajdars, Putaaries and Ryots to pay impli¬ 
cit obedience in assisting the progress of the 
survey to all the lawful requisitions of the 
Revenue authorities of the district under 


SecUoM Vllf. fo XtV. Regahttion mW 
4dl9t «Bd Seetiott ,V> Regulation t^ Ifjl^ 
If tiontumafly or violeaoe be attempted tibw 
will BssuredJy be pot dowp and the orlmtMis 
will be punished by, tbe tdu'oiig amt of 
Lawr , But tbe 0byerao«^pba,.4bat after .tbip 
explahation of bis views-and wtshea, and.l^i 
assurance that all who;jieeb;jHeUneina>pimu||? 
ablp manner shall have their irepresentatHukf 
caCefnfljf attended to, you and all other pef* 
soas in Zillali Cbittagona, will give youp h^et 
aid to the survey, and rest satisfied t^a^ no 
infringement of lawful rights will be pern|[(iled 
by tlie Government and that ilsbifibersia their 
present pteeecdings are acting under fait legit 
sanetiofi and authority .~By order of the Right 
Honorable tbe Gwremor of Bengal. 

(Sd.) Ross Donellby Manoles, 

Secjf, to the Govt, of Bengul. 

Fort William, ike lOlA Jen. 1837. 

[ind. Gttz. Feb. 10. 
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We willingly disturb the order we laid down in Ihe finest poultry, sheep, andcatlleofra- 
for our remarks on the policy pursuCti by the rtous kinds. Jt is said that on the arrival pf 
British Indian Government towards the Na-Jb® troops at the top of the mountain, they 
tive Princes and Stales, in order to arrive at 'discovered that this hitherto unknown country 
once at the affairs of Goomsuor, which at tliii,'*'** foil of bcautifoi villagoain roinanttcsi* 
moment are more inleiftsling to the public' lofljons, and that the country all amund 
than those of any other part of India. Of tlie exhibited signs of agridbltaial industry and 
ancient History of Goomsoor we do not pos- great plenty. But this sort of vague iiifor- 
sess any record ; anrl regarding the general mation is nt>t what we require for the ™oy®- 
features of tbe country scarcely aqy thing ments of corps in such a country. Long before 
appears to have been known before the late ought to have had its topographiefi.1 

campaign, except that it was an unexplored features accurately laid down. It appears 

hilly tract, covered with jungle. Of the di- 1^® Araighs of-the Local Civil officers, 

rection which the hills take, the passes which within whose sphere of authority tliig large 
they afford, the rivers and streams which 7 bas been, were interested in fceep- 
oeeopy the valleys, tbe sites of the various ing ft®'" theeyes of tbeiY European superiors, 

fortresses of the ehiefs and of the villages of ^be real sUtte of the eouiitiy. Those who 

tho Khonds who inhabit this tract, little or know the Amiahs of the Mofussil Coarts, the 
nothing was known, Oor information ex- great power they possess over their sopnriors, 
tended only to the first' range of the.ghauts, and the skill Biey display In mystifying every 
beyond which all appears to have been terra thing when it soils their purpose, will not be 
mceyatia. Since the commeneement of tbe late aorprized to find that they had succeeded so 
oampaign, however,' some ioformaiioo keeping their employels ignorant 

been obtained. Wd find that Goomsoor may ihe generaJ features of tlie dJstitct. It 
be ffOMtdered iM divided into Hwp sections, scoma thttt greui quantities of smuggled 
that whieh oeeupies.fte plaids |i^.|he low'*®** conveyed into Berar 

hills ahoundiiig hi noaiuns mat'shiui «ad al- Central India, through tJpe paaaee 
most iinpeoetra9fe}Wiit^,ebien^ ^hambdo, the mountains wffiah separate these hitherto 
and that which Uea abave tfie which ^hnnwi\ regions-from the plains to U|f 

bM been found eacecdioflyictiile, abigti^ng ^hOtward. 



g4 GOOMWon^ 

' 4tfi Ootofier. allndioir frtffftred »l«ioe. ft *• * |ie wM 

4oS# iS^®Si apoo the wthority of the mhllf pardoned 

for *iruie«, an* fact, under what dinj/iw oonaiderod a oowto 

'^a^2«flA.^raverT ail’d in*1liiqiMe fidelity to tVom the latoMa^letrateto proaeeote M* twh. 
^i^ThiS^iSkLuihS? That e^ six weeta Hd Was confined along time witbPot tnqttiry; 

.Jd .OMW.rl. 1 ! U. «“ 

w .^'.“.X ^“iT .olZ 

.'«u lS« or l.ttlli,;«c. • .hort «m. ,« p«.«>ldol. 6t til. T».« ,.J,. 

' nepesaary-toadvance in an tcnknowo country.” with reepeotto the realstanoe of prooese for 
'lochia our want of information in regard, ^|,|e|, the aemindary wan declared forfeited, 
jnot d»ly to Gpomsnor, but the whole of ^tliat j„ 1 ,}^ favour, he never oppoaed 

uneiwldred tract, the limits of which we nave Government, only the constables ; that the 

deaorihed in our last number. - forfeiture of his sentindary, wliioh to an Indian 

K«fnr« lUo roftder somo chief is ruin,and generally inHirUonment. waa 

2^ .1 hr perhaps too severe a punishment for such *n 

ittformation regarding the policy ofl'ence : that, at all events, it was hard the 

the Britiih Indian Government *°*"^“ ***®i* whole family should suffer so niuoli for the 
l^ple, which we derive “htefly from the offi- individual; that it is not the 

.1^1 report of Mr. Thackeray to the Govern- ofj|,o country to deprive the family 

' mentef Fort St. George. "j*'® permanent ^ ||j geniindary, though one ineinber may be 
lurtng of the aemindary of Gonmsoor, says ^ Surprising, Mr. Thao- 

this officer,” IS ,seventy k«ray goeson, that this Rajah should have 

hunuhl fevenoe at least one oppoAd the police in August 181.J, when not 

TUpees when under a Raiali s management „ore than a month befofe his palankeen 

nhd well managed. The “^aj**^* »»“* J® u geems had been stopped, and his sword and 
have been always turbulent; but when the taken away, and, as he said, his women 
weakneSBofpiir Government for inany years, f„ga,tcd by tbo police officers at Nowgaum ; 
dad tba.stret}fft1i and o imate of this country gnj ^ jg J be observed, the Rajah seemed to 
arc oonaidered, It is only surprising how they have attributed this insult to Mr. Woodcock 
were brooglit to pay their peiAceMA at all in |,!u,ge|f for he said no inferior officerwould 
times of public difficulty. Mr. fhackeray, (,avo done so without some idea of its being 
advening to the former treatment of Sirkara -„-l„,able to his superior. It seems tlieRa- 
Bbnge, the Rajah of these territories. »ay" fall w a Win the right in this inslpnoe, for the 
*• po was deprived of his possessions about the J Soobadar was punished fiirliis conduct, 
tear 1801, because he ha-l been so exasperated ^ .unears indeed, from every paper, that the 
;|y oppression that the Collector always! dquabbling with the police 

■ ‘ ^ ' I ' t t Vb t f*5r(toi* aOi “"’istailoned in his conntry ; and Mr. Thackeray 

temalned nnmoUaled by Ibe Circar officers bgg„o doubt, from ibis and other instances, 
for fifteen years after his deprivation. IMie oomplainls of their misconduct were 

was accused sometimes by his son of making irrounded. From Mr. Woodcock's being 
disturbances, lie might rqtort that the mootah punish the Soobadar, it may be 

assigned for his maintenaneP bad been taken . « t ^ ^gy^l conduct was at least 

from him. From 1801 to ,18,12 Sirkara Bunge ■ Sending suoh people 

as wdji ns bis SOB Dan^jlah Bunge, appear to ^ uemindary was itself almost 

'‘have gone on well, beiwtise thffprpvision made b to drive the Rajah into rebellion. The 
for bim had been ^Howed ana reported to = j f .. ceduot was, no doubt, intempernte 
Government, which at least tacitly acquiesced, ^4 111 ** 01 . but considering Ms sttuation, and 

provocation, ifilsoffenoe was not sc great as 
unlil the new. magistrate conceived It his.diity F ^ d the ruin of one of the first famities 

loaj^prebend him, becanse fho Government . foe coiintry. W any other of the R^ahs 
.ihad/esired 8,oipe explanation of the ekitnor- provoked. In an unlucky moment, in the 
Tdtnfe oircMmstances of a pfcarjip againSt the 1,0 might bo equally expected to do 

received from the father, who was ^®® *y:”'2riog on the forf^tnro of his 

I’.fiMs&i; ii'K 


GOOKSO^A. 




b« aojrealcheck^pO 0 biin.. Bp qA<»^ea 
lie, ,W«(^oock as ,follow*;—“ W; irm,. 4 ^i 
a«Ui}>^ia niddle, of jtbe gp*t 1JE|14 that,any 
SuUecial oooorreace in this aam^ary was 
breaghtto my notice : but nboattns time-the 
aeaiiadar appears to have lost af oootroui 
aver bbi. passion, venting 4| at pne lime on his 
Unaiediate dependents, at another in language 
|ih^iy> indecent and offensivn,, addressed di- 
reotiy «r indirectly to the. lla^istrate ; and 
4 aalfy,oo inding himself foiled.in obtaining a 
&voarite, but altogether unwarrantalMe ohjem, 
ia coming to the desperate resuUftion of driving 
oat of the aemindary every poiioeofficer whom 
he eonsid^ered, ^ough unhappily they have 
pcoved, bat a slight check upon his criminal 
proceedings.” The irritation and uselessness 
of the police seem admitted here, and all the 
dircumstances shew they did harm, but no good. 
Police in such a zemindary must always have 
the same effeots. This is evea supposing the 
eottduct of the police uneaceptiouable : their 
conduct was, however, there is reason to sup¬ 
pose, exceptionable, and therefore the oonse- 
qoenees must have been Still worse. 

In a quarrel of this kind, the Rajah may say, 
" 1 am a Company’s zemindar ; I pay them a 
great pe«Aetu/i; I am one of the first men in this 
country'; I am treated with distinguished com¬ 
pliments, whenever 1 visit the oHicers ^f the 
Company ; I am one of the ancient nobility of 
the country, a tributary prince rather than a 
subject. Why am 1 obliged to account for my 
conduct to such low people as you police offi¬ 
cers ? 1 am much more worthy of trust than 
you: 1 have more at stake. Why do the gen¬ 
tlemen prefer you and your word to me and 
mine ? Why am I plagued with you ? No for¬ 
mer government ever sent such a sot of people 
into my country : it is aginst custom, and my 
honour and tranquillity. If 1 do nor make a 
stand now, wbat else may I not expect ?” 

s 

It is evident, from Mw Woodcock's letters, 
says Mr. Thackeray, that the Rajah argued in 
this manner. He disapproves of the attempt 
to lower the authority of the Rajahs in these 
bill zemindaties, and considers the^sending 
of police officers into the country one of the 
most odious and dangerous modes of attempt¬ 
ing it. He thinks the Rajah the natural head 
of th» oountry, the only efficient obannel of 
Sircar oontroul. and infipenoe. When tme 
Rajah bebavea ill he may boeet aside, and and* 
ther pat np is bis place ; bat the office cannot 
be .lowered, in the present sfate of these .cpnn- 
teieSi^wUbout danger. The Rajah has a.Tal,u- 
oble ooaairy and great inopme, a rep'ntaUoo 
to prhaervo, generaUy some treasare« a large 
family. He has a great deal that is tangible.; 
be is always tangible till desperate. The Oo- 
vemment ean generally. come npon him, at 
Inaet eaneb easier .than opon most o^tb^stn the 
HetothereiBave a jMct^nt ioitHtBrnept 

,are hardly to any wv tangible Sircar 



which, the hi chiefs and peons hold .the 
tsalmi^t tbd^irt/bdld'we nbwbave'lipi 
fiBubleisotoe^t^e. Tbhie .^bple can af 
always elb4b' ust "We ean never oomela cl 
taet lifitli tKbni; tfe bka evbsiitute n^ri,a^ 
pie foij^iteir loHlty to tbeif Bh|jaii, We M .. 
a bdlc|:on the mjah^ and lihiongb bin <ln‘ m 
peons ; dest^ bieanfhbHtyy abd 'ybli dbe"' 
your bvrn. We liaust #bi-Terj^ a'nr'e of b'bf 1 
system before wetry 'tdilhakb the b|d.':TiL 
nnwbbiesome vallles have Wen feclaliibed tma 
the jungle, and cultivated and peopled bboiNr 
the protection and gdvernment of ‘^thbse'Ra* 
jabs, and the Conds have been .iittbd'n^ bkd 
are novt kept in order by them. ' Thegiibat but* 
tent of paddy field! is atlbast 'one proof of 
good government- The more we respect ans- 
tom file str'onger*we shall foe. When once we 
p;ive up, or require more than custom, which 
in India is justice,we arc repaid with imposi¬ 
tion or resistance ; if we set aside costom wo 
teach the people to dispute every thing : it is 
weakening our own claims. If we exaot or 
impose more, or in a new way, we must expect 
opposition or evasion, and, at all events, sWke 
that veneration for custom, which is what 
cbieily makes the government of this conntry, 
in general, so easy.' We must improve the 
people here through the Rajahs. The Rajahs 
have great faults ; but if not now better, are 
from their rank and wealth likely to -become 
better than the other inhabhants of their oonn- 
tries. On all these grounds, Danunjiah Bunge 
bad a l iglii, at alt events, to complain of the 
police sent into the country ; and it is evident^ 
trom several circumstances, thoir conduct was 
not unexueptionabie. The new Re|ulatioos 
of 1816 positively forbid the introdnotion of 
police into these zemindaries when they have 
not been usual. Danunjiah Bunge resisted 
what the Regulations have since prohibited. 
Speaking of the consequence of the policy 
then adopted in regard to Goomsoor, Mr. Thac¬ 
keray observesthat the Obligation of the 
Government to notice and pnni^ the crimes 
ot which the Rajah was accused, produced the 
Goomsoor disturbances. * After all, what good 
has been done? The Rajali was aequifted. If 
he was guilty, justice was not vindicated {if 
innocent, his injuries are very groat indeed. It 
may foe safely asserted that, perhaps, oar later- 
ference to punish these supposed, marders.bas 
only added qyii to evil. The lojis of his ee- 
mindary is a eonseqiienoe, not of the ornelUes 
bf which be was acquitted, but of a. resistanco 
for which there is mnoh to plead in exooiw. 
Besides the evils he bas sbffered, many brave 
men havj lorst their lives from the ojimate of 
Goomsoor, a great many inaoeeot people have 
been driven from the homes and avocations. 
The expense, at the samp time, of this kind of 
Circar managhment hah been enormoos. There 
have been three or foar hiindred rmrular sepoys 
ip theeoaotry, detaofaed freim ihe battalion 
which teems to have been kept at Asfcah; .qn- 
ttrelydor the prdteefioa of Gcomsoor ; sh jmat 
(he whole expense ofthisbattotlon^ aboot lMno 
lacs'and a half df rnpeos a year, is to be .,tot 
^gainst the revenue we have got i an^’'bilsi^|to 


-except thfongb the Eajab. Tbpnnsewiiijinjiilihls battalion, the admeen ahd 8iMi^%^- 



GooMsooa- 


teWtthmwt in thie s^jiicliirjr, ,ooiit tlie resiili^ Uiif 

Th.fl PstlaUoa »frA«kitli j .«faimit wbm^p MrPp; «W*P' 

if w'd.iiOMW^ew aearty r^iaeit to. t^Useir- ImeAihfkd 4pei» stroutiiifl, ^MiJiMtAoAitMO*^ 


naorly rutiaiad to tMasey- loetiCfcod I'jpe® strotchiil, oMiJiMtdoAitMO*^ 

Hmongifee ffilliof this ooexplociBd-i-^iBMwpP 

.** -v ,,;. . - country, ftfflil aH iho offorta of the troop# «ent 

heien th^ iri^tohed policy . w)uf;h agaioat hiij^bavoiiOtsuooflededifldjecoTOF- 
MtiP^troyed the peace mind and ,cofflfQrt^ ^ng the piaoe Of hi*; letreat; The ideiity 


. MOtMiroyed the peace mind and ,cot|lfQrt^ ^ng the piaoe Of hi*; letreat; The ideiity 
iniople mouniaioeers. E'ven the.v^y uf^hia omn# ha*: however^ atoOd the ahoet, 
fpfto.tfdoatrtea of the aidte,, who wotild natural- and ahiidat tip oeaolatieps of way reOMtiheii 
ly..jhe d|*i).daed to apeak rather in favor than o'nahaken. The aaoriioe of life' and tiea> 
t^lltiiiiet the meaanrea of their auperiora, have aore on Qovernnteot has 

tt^esiuil^ngly eondemned the policy adopted gwat; and the only object attained has been 
Goom|oor,a8 illiberal, an*uited to the the desolation 'of a amiling province in oearoh 
•p^»tea.obj.t^t to their chiefs, and'tyrantiieal of a chief who has at last escaped, dlith if 
»^ll^..eatreiwe* Mr. Thackeray, very ably theioasof Government in the. 4 >arsuiCof this 
pd^tBoot tfao.errota.eomiaitied by the Go<veirn- phantom has been great, tlie losa to the 
oiwt in adopting ooeroeire measures against country which haa been the scene of these 
these people, when a oonoiiiauiiy course would military operations, has been greater. The 
have gained ail that could be desired from ibiiowing spirited pietore of these works of 
thpin, ^ ... destruction, which by its lively imag'ery and 

■ graphic description speaks home to the heart. 
After all these errers which had been com- we copy from the Hurkaru of the 27th 0e- 
mitted in the management of Goomsoor, before ceiuber. 
the period 9 f Mr. Thackeray’s report, it* may 

be expected that the Government would, by " The whole Khond country in immediate connection 
sad experience, have grown wiser, and in its with Goomsoor, with the exception of a section of the 
futOfOtrnnsaeiions with these people adopt a Booroo De'<, has been ravaged by the troops, and the 
difibreot oonrse of proceedings. But no, the peon lives taken, in a fashion known more probably to 
Hite campaign unfortunately betrays all that the imagination of Burke, than to the practice of Hyder 
OMtkness of judgment, that ineoherency of Ali. Benwth an edict of esiermioation, sparing only 
Blans« and those wanton cruelties and sacrilio- *'»"«“ ao<i daWren, and o destrucuon to every form of 

tonwOcrnmimiMa regard to Ui... people. f,i, „„„. .McS o*. rerembl..! ore renA..re. hre,- 
We have oeither space nor would it be inter- embosomed in ripe cornfields, stor^ with grain, and 
eating at this moment to enter into a^ detail of teeming with every variety of live stock, are a spoiled, 
the error} that have been oommitted in the laic tilackened, and smouldering ilesert. A holocaust on the 
CampaigO. This, our oontemporary of the slirine of fstoitous ignorance and imbecility. The spi- 
lUorAeru, whose daily paper affords him better rit of the execoiiaa of this measure, by the andheifUntd 
opportunities of doing justioe to the task, has levy which co-operate iu the work, may be iniagiaitii, 
done in a masterly style, in various articles when it obtains general credence m cssnp, that an offi- 
Which have appeared in that paper since the cerdeem^ it » be his duty in one district to compel 
eotnmeileement of the late operations against “>e wreicbed women found m the villages to reap ihett 
OdUHwanflr We shall marelv ennmarafe the S'"" “t bayonet e point, and then to add to 
.h! ‘be flames which consumed the miserable remnanu of 

^hds of some Of the charges which the tfur- homeless and 

An'K'has establimed against Government on faniishing offspring from Jji® blasts of tiiese mountain 


this oeeasioD. The|, are the following— 


let. That 
sobr was 001 
operations. 


vallies. God! what work, and against a race whose 
chief crime hat been the rare virtue of barren but inviu- 


hat the force first aiirayed in Goom- cible devotedness to a Chief,iu his turn despeiately true 
OOlriefricaliy unequal to the expected w a bond^offeaHy self-imposed at Juggernaut, in oblivion 


of eld enmity with the stale of Goomsoor I A barbarian 
tnbe to whom our name and power and supreme 


2ndty. 
bet end 


•n..* nn pfetentions were but yesier day knows, as were those of 

That this foree was l^roaght up to ^ oliscurest elan beyond the 

to suffer in detail. ^ ^ Sevtma -a wild, nameless race, whose in- 

V _ ^ X_!- _..io_i#_ 


, violate fidelity and heroic self-pasnfice, if neither 
3rdly. That it wa* ineffeotiveiy, and un- ^n'etified by aesociation with opo^ns, nor gilded 
fortiinately handled in the field. by the foil of legitimate loyalty, is .yet unsurpassed 

where the spirii of fealty has b^ most, sternly tested 

aakk, TI.** S 1 .« Fa* sh. ~® ‘b« ''®b« IWd oftbe Stuarls, ia thkt'wf Oesiwnr, and 

. 4nty. That the arrangemmite ror the s^- (^atafLa Jaqueiia.' We do dot aewaHWttheqoSs- 
ply of provlaietta, ,iM5eessw»s; field comforts, tienofthe po?cy et metifiableasM of the dire uitimaie 
"WiMl'ti^wi^e, wete Ihoiteduily wefeclive. measure which has been put ia ferM', ;!!^ ws derive 

' { . no argument from its immediate failure. At tnik stage 

''f?i|6ilAi#s ' ViThet sanatary provisions, the nebet- of the pebceediegs no alternative of better promise may 
Mi 3 ^'f<M''WtAeh «pon an extraordinary so«l«, have a^peWed to eaisu The eapeemuen that the 


evevp‘-di*ei|»*tmiee eonapired to> MItmte, f««*® (*” ‘%bw«aca^^^ 


weve wanting in « degree rarely parallelled in a ^k a h tew^ irony « 
tliaWstoryefwa^: , royi^nsunt.’b^.. , . , 

e From arraagenlmats such aathese, what eOald Since ihe date of the ahove'eketch to the 


ikiw> wooU at ietigth yfar, • may 
I, in wj^ te«tiiiu*ing the avtvftbe 
the l|Aadras,,Go]remment.’b .. . 


. may have heen 
teftbe CAwmsad- 


he ex^eeti 


raagem 

*d W 


that diaappointmwBt vrhleh lead oT'hiat mopBi the frvitiless tearch after 



0&OHtd<]rE. 

HM^Tofkive eifi«r ji«d budd <MMii«aid #t|h ijl I tl»b at «irf, 

ttt dewlfttiAfr and '4|i« lltijMhidiy bllH) 

A (^resjpondeBt in tli« J7iirA«rtiiof tito 37ikJ “(trd Obhtni^g ainliiiidars, wiiti<^if 


4ildn» Ha;* 


I h, / 


. ^ coKUmiia to beat tl^ country nlgbt aod 
duf j.aad fwatied, hardened, by their 

dj^ki^ bjiibr, often de^jroy^ eyatf of life. The 
Khendi ho# And then onierge from (hetr lurking placee 
and hothrAaoliiary str^gler^ thueaharpeniogthe rage 
of dkeir'inMuen. Before one of the earliikt awoope of 
die oaidpaign, and through an error, ip which it ii tfd 
that the Collator, in the absence of Mr. Aussel p»ti- 
i^athd, a cro#d of mieerable men, bslieving for an hour 
that- anfe^ waa to be found in $uhmiuUm, pressed 
into carap« The Commimioner deemedit to be hie 
dutp {ano we do not now moot the question of his 
policy) tecommand the misguided wretches to be sent 
fortb again to abide the chances of the war. We do 
not now speak as the instincts of nature prompt: we 
contemplate ell the difficulties of the dreadful case: but 
if policy has claims has humanity ceased to have rights i 
If no internecine passage of modern civil war, in the 
Morea, in Navarre, among# the Andes, has produced 
agonies so various, so prolonged, and so inevitable alike 
to innocent and guilty, as those of Gooirisoor ; and if 
the Khond race prefers to perish beneath untold tor¬ 
tures, rather than to bring bound to our scaffolds its 
natural beads ; where amongst pi otectors and protected 
is the descending series of the successively proscribed to 
determine 1 What, in the sacred name of mercy, is to 
be its dread sum V’ 

s 

All that has been said and quoted above tends 
to prove that the immense sacrifice of life, both 
on the side of Government and the people of 
these wild regions, baa been owing to the 
absence of a free intercourse with them. Had 
these people been fully acquainted with oar 
superior force, the means we possess of de¬ 
stroying their country, and the determined 
oharaoter of oar proceedings, by which a 
whole army at the greatest aacrifile pours 
down upon any country even in pursuit of a 
single object of its veugeanoe, it is certaiyi 
they would never have provoked the sleeping 
lion to lay waste their ItRids. The war whose 
disastrous consequenoes we have beendesorib- 
iflg, in all likelihood would not have occurred, 
had these people been fully imjiiressed with 
the notion of our immense suij^riovity over 
them. A free Interoonrse with their country 
would have supplied this desideratum, the 
more so as'oor acquaintanoe with the locality 
would ha#e^.daprived thein df the only ehanee 
they hava of disappointing Ms, yis., by hiding 
themselves in parts to lis, totally unlcnowfi. 
Conscious hf our ignorpinee of these traeis, 
they provoke oqr resentment and set of at de¬ 
fiance ftipen the hone, even if -defeated, of 
%e^ saved hy hiding in their anexptored 
jnngtos and mountains. * 

' *-,f 

On the ether band if we possessed la good 
;a^n#fedge of thSiM parts as ivslNkee WIhe 
nfhfif'^rovfnritls nr tde4mpiT«i,%n'd'fheie‘^^. 
pte^^wanaii^ And o^eiwMf^SGpM^n. 
menf, the tneSns of eientlifSy^^aflr^^^eit’'of 
V o«v ves^ennoe at a trHHng^^M oioaMhave 
been in oar hands. We pdb 



toss Ofa single life on opr part, and witV ; 
very trifiing loss of ijfS And proper|y ofil 
past of the poor, MAghided and eaaiji " 
peasantry. The rack '-of - sending A' i 
armemenf. nomposed'‘of' ssvem'’'n^| 
tOAueU a few dtssathili^ili' iHhutaift 
dam whose tenants are tlii boly’fotOi^tMs^ 
bring in defeueo, and thSse tensmH'^ik'iP 
and ignorant horde of savages, woOtd, 
ordinary oireamstaneea, he deemed 
ons : it would be something'Tike' going id^t 
to kilt a 8y with a ponderous: sledge hadfinisl;. 
But the case of Goooidoor Ik not an ovdlnavy 
one, oiir ignoragce of it and of a Targe 
of country beyond it is extraordinary,'rsnhlf. 
ing suob extraordinary means as havewrun 
iatelg. called into reqiiisitioo. The 
says, and justly, that the force fiist arrayed 
in Ooomsoor was numerieally uneqnal ft the 
expected operations; ^r, extraOrditrary' Us 
the force taken against Goomsoor may appSttf, 
when compared with the nemindary distui'- 
banoes which oe 'asionaliy take place in other 
districts, in the case' of that Zemindary it is 
considered inadequate: a greater force was 
necessary to insure success. Andishyf bd- 
cause the country whioh formed the^fieid'of 
operation was unknown to os, and «ar igno¬ 
rance and want of control afiWded to a hand¬ 
ful of savages the means of sucoessruily 
setting us at naught. 

lu whatever light we view the slihjeet, it 
cannot he denied that the great error in ons po- 
jicy towardsGoomsoor and theot her neigh bepf- 
ing states, from the commencement, has been 
the neglect, in time of peace, to open a freejo- 
feroourse with these people, to become fuHy 
acquainted with their ooutitry,and to let.iAeir 
interests be united in tiie htonds of nummeroe 
with the interests of the people, of our pi^- 
vinces in the plains. To our neglect in 
particulars must be attAbuted the whole of 
the evils that have been the coneequuiipe of 
the Tate Campaign. All the .other e,ri'i9^,.of 
detail which we have enumerated a here, As 
taken from the eolumns oyf the lfurkarv,9n 
but the branches of this one great error, com¬ 
mitted, not npw, not when the people of tljqee 
districts had taken up arms against us,' not 
three or four years ago when private indivi¬ 
duals called the attention of Goiterntneiit ^to 
their negleot in this particular, but betule, 
when we were at perfect peace with these peo¬ 
ple. It ia then th8t<we*might have disarmed 
them without shedding a'drop of blood, con¬ 
verted their arrows and batira axes • into im¬ 
plements of agrioaltare, and brought their 
chiefs deeocatod. with the,' pibtncm of ;th,eir 
juagle-«ock, bound,' not vnith ^uIds of iima, 
but oordeof silk',tothe fayrassemblies^^oPAke 
Government honse, to iho reviews <p|^r 
troops, end to the cnnviotkm ef 
superiority wbAsh we possess over them. 
l^/ateml of pereeentfng' «: Sirkpea 
»ora Bissey; or ewiying *tlm 



OOOMSOOR 


5S 


war Into a amlliHf Country In oearoh of Ibm, 
eitr ««fht to tiav« been aucb ai to brioK 

Htoaa 'aHiefa to offer a voluntary homage at 
tltofltorof BriiUh aupremany In India. We 
wWid then have bad hundreds in Caiootta 
jCu'tiy arquainted with the language of these 
People, and with their oounUy, roan whose 
wterest would have been so intorwoven with 
th^se ofthe people of these tracts, that qo- 
tlMitg going on in their country would have 
been hidden from ns. We would then have 
possessed as much means of knowing all 
about this terrc iacfl^nito as of the province 
of,Chanargurh or any other portion of British 
India. The vieoessity of adopting such a 
course of policy is apparent even in respect 
to the native states on onr frontiers: how 
touch more in regard to those which, like 
Qbomsoor, are situated in the very heart of 
our possessions. 

u • 

Tl»ere are no doubt various mesna of ac- 
ooroplishing this object in regard to the tracts 
in question. One of the principal means, we 
think would bo (he throwing open of tlie 


t interest, and opposition ; for we are on« qf 
those who think that the greatest good Is to 
he expeoU^ from the elashiug of opinions. 
We would, jiowever, wish to see diacussiona 
of this nati te carried on with temper and in 
language bleoming tiie obaraeter of tlie pub- 
iioations in which these discussions 6nd 
place, When such is the case, we are always 
dtspoaed to transfer any observations which 
concern us, to these oolumns, as we did some 
<^s ngoea very sensible article from the 
i^'end of Inditf, for whose valuable observa¬ 
tions we are thankful. The language and 
style, of at least one of the oorrespondents of 
the Courier^ is not, however, such as we could 
wish to introduce into our pages, and as his 
remarks against us have been ably refuted by 
another correspondent, leaving the question 
just where it originally stood, we 'have not 
thought it proper to copy these letters. We 
may, however, observe, that the part which 
our oontemporary has taken in this discussion, 
is not consonant to our notions of justice and 
fair controversy. 


rountry by gt>od roads to the trade of the 
pro’^uoes situated around it. The trunk 
road from Caloiitta to Bombay would divide 
tbiw unexplored traul about its centre, from 
which branch roads may afterwards be 
extended to the provinoes lying oii either side 
of it. The construction of roads, in a coun¬ 
try naturaliy fertile, but for tlie most part 
possessing no water communication, would 
be so miicji desiderated by the people, if they 
could once be brought to appreciate the ad¬ 
vantages which good roads would afford to 
saoh a country, that we are certain the weal¬ 
thy. semindai's, holding possessions in these 
parts, would be easily induced to come for- 
wqrd in aid of any scheme of improvement | 
wMeh the Government might think of siig- 
geaitinx. But to convince these people of the 
benefits that would result to them by making 
their country accessible to commerce, is a 
step tliat should first* be undertaken by Go¬ 
vernment, and an example set. The road 
from Calcutta to Bombay would answer this 
purpose, as we explaioed in a foregoing num¬ 
ber, whilst the Government would gain ano¬ 
ther great advantage hy its construction, viz., 
a direct oommunication between the two 
most important points in their empere. 

During the week a disenssion has been 
barided on in the Calcutta Courier on oar arti¬ 
cle on the benefiu of road making, between 
two correspondents, in which the Editor has 
taftisn h prominent part. We are glad to find 
tHu’subject, which we oonsider to be one of 
gfuitt Idiporlanoe to ,tlte country, exciting 


In his paper of the 6th instant, alluding to 
a writer who takes up some of our remarks, 
he says, ** our correspondent makes it ap¬ 
pear that it is a small mistake to suppose 
that Gqomsotir was absolutely a terra iHcog- 
nita before the late war, or that a direct road 
between Calcutta and Nagpoor would pass 
tlirough that district.’' In his paper of the 
9th instant another correspondent ohallenges 
our contemporary to make good the latter 
part of the above statement in regard to us, 
viz., that we stated that “ a direct road between 
Calcutta and Nagpoor would pass through Goom- 
soor.*’ Justice requited that our contempora¬ 
ry should either substantiate his former state¬ 
ment, bf pointing to the page and line in 
which be found us so tiipping, quoting oar 
oprn words, or at once fairly and boldly ac¬ 
knowledge that he had made a statement 
in regard to us whicn he could not prove. 
He does neither, and although be has a brief 
commentary on the subject of bis former re¬ 
marks, the oballenge of his correspondent is 
left totaily unnotioed. 


There are a few other similar specimens of 
evading the question at issne when pressed 
loo foroibiy, which grace the columns of the 
Courier: but as we liave already taken op a 
great deal of space with this sobjeot, and as 
we have a good champion in the enemies own 
eamp to fight out battles, wc shall leave oar 
contemporary to his correspondent, who docs 
not appeiM- to have had his last say as yet.— 
Bengal Herald, Feb, 12. 
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No. 2. In fheobservatiotiA wbioli wAvIdi toiiklR^.^ 

*'** ' • / that they are su, and will enq;iiir« ooty^^.tO 

By chance this work felt into oar bands the the congriiity of the doetrinea iB'aiii,tattii»i^a 
dther'day, and the following introductoiy pa- it, with the notions of joatice"shd e^ity/ddi> 
ragraph, having produced the belief that the versally t^mitted in all tnatterd thatrhgard'ttKI 
author was no nonvice in the business of the relations of civilized Society. 

Re venae Resumption Department, we were . , * . • i. j 

Jed to examine the contents furthei:— The reader has perhapsover-lookdd, 

perusing the introductory paragraph quiROA 
*’ I! AVISO had occasion, in the course of some official above, a very remarkable demonstration of our 
loveadsaiions, 10 look into the Slate of the present law that the duty of resumption has beea 

r.»Ka?p^3rr?.ri?r‘^),“ emmuod l„ I.and." I. Ih. im 

i^roper ; and having thii^ had my attention dtawn more -paittgrapli the writoi' fluTerts to cerlAfn ulfl* 
cIospI}' than it otherwise mii;ht have been, to the | ciepitiicies of form and opinion wMeh tnvo 
discreponries of form, anil opinion which liave oMainod obtained in resumpiOtt courts both of flrSt fin- 
in those Courts, as well as to a few of the liiffi. iiitips Here IS an admissfoil 

urrtb vhfftlk tl%« nmr^Ara iKnrDin nreRiriinff h.AV<t tn (lea! : ^ ^ t • • .s s 


with which ihe officers ibetutn presiding have tn deal ; 
J have been iiuluued, in tJte hope of being useful in a 


that the nature of the duties in question'is idiAi 


4 lIUSMUVUs BU V4S« Siwpv we uwwssvs ^ .. 1 «» t - j *«. 

siight degree to some of my fellow labourers in the as to cause even the officers attached to tbe 
pulilic service, to pul toi;ether the information which courts of appeal, who are aways fandtbtliaries 


f ublic service, to pul toiteiner tne iniurmatian wnicn courts oi appeal, wno are aways iH.»eii(an]inBS 
have acHuired, together with such remaiks as ihe of considerable experience, to form erroneodz 
nature of the snlijeci more prominently suggestejJ. j opinons ragarding various brandiestif tlmso 

To those to whomthecubjeet is familiar, my notes will .d'Hie*. In the comiiieiiccment of tbo 
ap()ear trite aud v.iluel*'>s. They may, however, ol the inlrouuotlon, tne^writor tclj$ 

juntoT officers newly called upon to adjudicate resurnp- | ns, llial his notes may assist Junior Offieort, 
tion suits ; and by all into wUo-e hands they may fail, : mrui/y called upon to adjudicate resumption 
theywill.l feel assured, be received with inaulsence in and thus admits, what without anofi 


junior officers newly called upon to adjudicate resurnp- | n.s, that his %otos may assist Junior Offieert^ 
tion suits; and by all into wUo-e hands they may '.newly called upon to adjudicate resumption 
they mll. lfeelw8nred.bereceived with indulseDce in L„i,g.» and thus admits, what without such 
coiisideratiosofibe motives whichcauso tIuM! publicaiion. 4 i._* 

I sball, therefore, make no fur'her apology lor presenting is palpably clear, that inex^-* 

them to toy friends in the roui;li shape in which they , *'*^***^®" officers Of the appeal COUrw " WaTO 
wete originally penned, and which constant avocation 'often formed erroneous notions. This 
leaves me no leisure to amend or alter.” (state of tliinzs cannOl but be considered'' nlt- 


Afteir the above introductory remarks which 


state of tilings cannot but be considered'' ob¬ 
jectionable by every one who has duljf weigh¬ 
ed the relative siluatlun of the parties fo 


develope the chgraoler of the work and of its these suits, viz. the Gaverment and Ae hrof- 
author, the mnuner in whieh a Deputy Colleo, dors of rent-free lands, in regard to thejornior 
tor should commence hiseipquiry regarding free inexperienced officers entrnsted with the ibaw 
tenures, add the various steps by which he nagement of these cases. • The influence wiriohi 


must prosecute that enquiry, are laid down. 

The author then enters open a definition of 
the different terms used ill the Revefhie De¬ 
partment to denote the various kinds of rent- 
free tenures. The manner of examining and 


the hope of future advancement must qgere'fifb 
over these oIBcers oaiinot .be inconsiddf^kl^Ith.' 
whilst their impatience andf want of e'xpetf- 
ence must continually expotMitliem to the evil# 
consequent on hurried invSHtigations atid raali 
decisions. But the nature of Ihe duties tvhibfi 


testing the Taidadt, or the,document by which j our Depu|.jLCoilectors have to perform, niusf 



k"i KT 


the Toi^esr landsi or landiwhfeh at the periotb 
of the deoenaidl settlement were' not inciuded 
within the limits «f any Pergntinah Mouzdh, 
or other divisipns of estates, for which a dis¬ 
tinct settlement may have been made since the 
period above referred to, nor lands held free of 
assessment and dr a valid and legal liiiQ. The 
different descriptions of T'other lands ard then 
pointed out, and the {sampliletooattlttdes with 
some observations on the manner of iwohiviww 

evidence in Resqau^thicianasps, 

up the ic(wiaWtny«, or a ataitiiri**^ thptn^r. 

Such are the contents 6f t|» i 

in short,it is asuiiiinaf9 
gulation which aonertaiiiit 

eetbr’s duties. ^ 


mjWiiLi j 


■ v'-* 


■ Hnttlsla 


of the 


this fully we should caTcfiilly peruse the fol¬ 
lowing extract from the Preamble toRtfli 
lation II. of 1793, passed <by the Maruuesa of 
Cornwallisr 

" Alt quMtioas batwwn Government and die jandhol- 
dere, reapecting the auSsment and rolfectioa cf the 
public revenue, and disputed claiing betwesB.tne hy^r 
and their ryuto ; or other penons concereeu in m 
collection of their reuU. have hitherto beea eogninblai 
iu the courts of roil edewlut. or revenue .courts.. TW 
collectors of the revenue preside in these ns jndm t 'Md 
eueppeal lies from their decisions to tiHsboard cdrei^de, 
!4nd from the decrees of that Board to tbs bOWtfww- 
General ie Conncil in the Department of Revenue. 
broprietem can inever eoosider (he waaffl' 

tgeeheen conferred i^ob then u s^iu% 
receniie officeis era vested with tneee iudiciel .pbp^. 
Rxclusiva of Ihe objections arisini to these coima 
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from their irregular, summary, ami often tr purte 
pioceedings. and from the collectors being obliged to 
suspend the esercUe of their judicial functions, 
whenever th« interfere with their financial duiies ; it is 
obvious that if the regulations for assessing and collecting 
the public revenue are infringed, the revenue officers 
themsMveS must lie the aggressors ; and that individusis 
who have been wronged by them in one capacity, can 
never hope to obtain rediess from them in another. 
Their financial occupations equally disqualify them for 
administering the laws between proprietors of land 
end their tenants. Otlieir security, therefore, must be 
given to landed property and to the riglits attached to 
It, before the desired improvements in agriculture can be 
espectedto beafferted. Government must divest iiscll 
of the power of infringing, in its executive capacity, the 
rights and privileges, which, as exercising the legislative 
authority, it has conferred oo the lanilliolders. 'J'be 
revenue officers must be deprived of tlieir judicial power. 
All financial claims of the public, when disputed undei 
the regulations, must be sniijecied to the cognizance tn 
the courts of judicature, superintended by judges, who 
from their official situations, anil the nature of th'ui' 
trusts, shall not only be wholly uninterested in the 
lesult of tlieir decisions, but bound to decide impartially 
between the public and the proprietors of land and dlso 
between the latter and their- tenants. The collectors ol 
the revenue must not only be divested of the power of 
deciding upon their own acts, but rendered amenable 
for them to the courts of judicature, and collect the 
public dues, subject to a personal piosecutioii for every 
exaction, exceeding the amount which they are 
authorize to demaiiiJ on behalf of the public, and for 
every deviation fioni the regulation presnilicd lor the 
collection ofit. No power will then exist in (he country, 
by which the rights vcste>l in the landholders by tbe 
regnlalions can be infringed, or tbe value of landed 
property affected. I.and must in conscquenci become the 
most desirable of all propeily and ilie iii'lustiy of the 
people will be directed to those iinpio\ciiients in 
agriculture, which are as esi-ntial to their own welfare, 
as to the prosperity of tlie state.” 

The motives which induced Lord Cornivalli.s 
to promulgate the above regulation, may be 
further known by the following obscrvaiion.s 
which be recorded on the occasion in a minute 
which, together with the above regulation, 
received the approbation of the Court of 
Directors: — 

“ The proposed arrangements only aim at insuring a 
general obedience to the regulations wuicli we may in¬ 
stitute, and at the same tpne impose some check upon 
ourselves against passing such as may ultimately prove 
detrimental to oui own interests, as well as the prosperi¬ 
ty of tbe country. The natives have been acenstorned 
to despotic rule f>om time immemorial, and are well 
acquainted widi the mweries of tlieir own tyrannic 
administrations. When they have experienced the lile-s- 
iiigs of good government, there can be no doubt to 
which of the two they will give the preference. We 
may therefore be assured, that the happiness of I he peo¬ 
ple, and tile prosperity of the country, is the firmest ba¬ 
sis on wbiob we can build our political security. 

By Regulation III. of 1793, the Govern¬ 
ment are placed precisely in the same posi¬ 
tion as their subjects; which fact furlhcr shows 
how necessary that good and eminent states¬ 
man, Lord Cornwalli.s, considered the separa¬ 
tion of the two capacities in which tlie Go- 
vernment are alternately placed ; viz. that of 
p4rty to the suit and the Judge of the case by 
their right to role the country. The following 
extract from the proamble of tbe regulation we 
advert to expJxiDB .iUi tenor i-nc- 

To ensure to the peopte of this country, as far as is 
practicab'e, the uaiaterropted enjoyment of tlie 
toestimable benefit of good iaws duly administered," 


government determined " to divest itself of the power of 
interfering in the administratian of the laws and 
regulations in the first instance ; reserving only, as a 
court of appeal'or review, the decision of certain cases 
|n the last resojt;: and to lodge its jii licial authoiiiy 
in courts of jiutica ; the judges of which alioiild not 
only be boumlCiy tlie nitisi aoleiqn oaths to dispense the 
laws and regulations impartially ; but be su circumstanc¬ 
ed as to have no plea for tint dischaiging their high 
and important Kust with diligence and uprightness.’r 
It was resolved," that the authority of the laws and 
regulations, so lodged in the courts, shall extend not only 
to all suits V^tween private individuals, but that tlie 
oll^eis of goverunient, employed in the colleciiuii of the 
rcvmiue, the provision of thet'ompany’s investments, and 
all other financial concerns ut the public, shall be 
amenable to the com ts, fur acts done in their official 
capacity, in opposition to the icgulatiun.’' 

Now the Deputy Collector, by virtue of hia 
office to search out land, subject to the claim 
of Government, is in the lirst place an infor¬ 
mer to his own tribunal; he is secondly to 
assume the character of complainant; thirdly, 
of a judge to decide his own claim ; sitiil 
fourthly, of ancxccntivo odiuer to dispus.sess 
the proprietor of the land by vittueof a de 
cree passed hy liim in favor of himself, itiu 
that in fact he is heie informer, complainant, 
judge, and the executive authority. This 
couiplicalioti of dniie.s, which so aide and ex- 
peiienced a statesman as the Marquess of 
Cornwalli.s con.sidered uhjeclioiiulilc on such 
solid gyound.s as arc laid down in the above 
quotations, and in the execution of which, as 
we hare it from our author himself, even the 
higher conri.s of appeal have frequently eried, 
is nevertheless, as stated by the same wiiter 
and well known to every body, entrusted to 
junior oiliceis of no experience. The Court 
of Directors, adverting to Reg. II. 1819, write 
to this Goierniiietit, in their letter under date 
the 2d May 1821, as follows ; — 

" What-you have ordaincil and legiilated is, tliattliA 
Colleclois «liiill Mol apply to tlieconits ol )U‘tice at all ; 
that they shall, in the first in-iance, decide the case* 
themselves, leaving It to the party ilispossesseii to seek 
when he thinks himself aggiieveil.a remedy by the courts 
of law. That is say, you have done neiiher more nor 
less than trausfer that hardship arising fioin the delay 
of the couits of justice, which you deemed intolerahla 
in your own case, from yourselves to the oppo-ite party. 
What you have done i.s, to conititiite yourselves, by 
your ownuot, defeodams instead of plaintiffs , and that, 
in each in-tance, preceded by the m,iteiial circumstance 
of the extra-judicial and arbitrary dispo-sessiuu of a man 
from a property which he has been accustomed to enjoy 
and to regard as his own. We must not allow ourselves 
to suppose, still less to act, aa if we supposed that the 
injury sustained through the delays of the couits of 
Justice is a greater injury to us than it is to individuals. 
I- very rational consideration must lead us to the opposite 
cunclnsion. The los.-! of an eatate affect- the individual 
more deeply, than the none-acquisltion of a hundred it 
capable of affeuting the Government 

Such the real eharacter of the duties of 
our resumption cullector.s, and such are the 
men whom the Government has thought fit to 
appoint for the execution of those duties. 

We shall now leave tite reader to consider 
well the {grounds on which the Marquess of 
Cornwallis thought a separation of fiscal and 
jndicial duties neeessarjt, and then, noticing 
what tbs two passages in the introduction of 
the pamphlet before us, have brought to 
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notice regrnrriing the description of men chosen 
to lill the otnee of Dejtuty Collectors and the 
manner in which these duties hate been car¬ 
ried on, to weiith earefully thae different 
ciniinstances, liefore we come tolnj conuiu- 
sion on the ineiils of the question.* 

The first inquiry to be made regarding;; 
any iakhiraj tenure, says our author, is as to 
its extent, whether it he more or le.ss than lOd 
beegaiis ; for if it be less, no further proeeed- 
iogs regarding it need be held^ ^ 

T'iia,is certainly in conformity to the 3d 
clause of Regulation II. of IBltf, which in 
pointing out the lands liahle to resumption, 
makes an exception in favor of tliose “ the 
extent of whicli may not exceed one hundred 
bcegalis if in Bengal, liehar, or Orissa, and 
fifty heegahs, if within the province of Be¬ 
nares." We arc real'y tlianklul loourauthoi 
for having broiigt this exception so pioiiiiiieiit- 
ly into view ; but how fa*' tiiis proviso is at 
tended to in pracliee by the Deputy Collectors, 
is a question wliie!i, if answered in the 
afiiruiHiive, must be answered with .so many 
ca.ses of exeeption as to render liic allii iiialioii 
ofvei) little use. Niiiiiorous iiistuiiccs can 
be pointed out in wbieli tbe Deputy Collec¬ 
tors have totally disregarded tins proviso, 
and havegoneeven so fai as to resume parcels 
of land measuring no more ibaii ten litfcgalis. 

Tile aiitbur tlicn enters into llie iiiaiinci of 
examining the tiiida<is and rcgisteis, on wliiidi 
we shall offer a few remarks; but bufoie that, 
we liavc somotliiiig to say regarding liie work 
of resumption in geneial. The periuaneoi 
seltleiueiit, under wbieli :ill the Zeiiiiiiilaiies 
ill Bengal aie now held, was, it is iioloiiuus, 
coadiicied not on any iiicasuremeiil of tbe 
lands , but solely on the basis of the Jiiiiia oi 
the lieveiiiie wbieli each Kcmiiidary paid. Re 
gardiitg tins o ir auibor sa\s, that tbe estates 
'* were engaged for in the gross, wiilitiut leser 
vaiiuii and wiilioin any speeilieationol its com* 
poiiciit parts either in ilna proposal of the ise- 
iiiiiidarui in Ins cubuolnit." Now, after the 
lapse of years, a piece of land lia|>peiis to be 
di.scovered, within one of the estates thus 
.seiiled, the rent-free possession o| wbieli 
isclaiined by a coitain iiidvidual ; but on 
examining bis laud, it in fuuld, tiiai 
be possesses, for instance, .^IKI bigalis 
mure than granted in the sunud. Tins is 
tberefuro subject to resumption. Bat by 
whom?surely nut the Government which liasf 
by the permanent seltlciiicnt, fur ever given 
up the light to all such lands within the boun¬ 
daries of the diiferent estates, without any re¬ 
gard to the quantity of land or the number of 
bigabs contained in each : the proucg party to 
claim this piece of land from the man holding 
it,without being able to prove his right to it, is 
the zemindar within i^hose estate this piece of 
land may happen to be situated. We shall give 
another illustration; ^oppo.se a parmanenU 
ly settled zeti^ndary had. an incumbrance 
of 500 bigahs of*rent*free land, and \t was af¬ 
terwards found that the free holder instead of 
having SOO.possessed 1,000 bigBlis,tbe.f&overn- 
ment, in case the bolder of this rent-free tenure 


could not prove his right would be entitled 
to only 600 biggalis, the remainder being 
given up to the Zemindar, in whose estate this 
eiil-free tenure might be located. Indeed, we 
cannot understand how, without a breach of 
pledge. Government can take possession of 
such a piece of land. The question of its 
possession, ir evidently between the po.ssessor 
and the zemindar within whoso estate the 
land is and from whose lands this excess must 
have been ab.stracted ; Government, after 
making over the whole estate to the zemindar, 
on a consideiation, having no more right to 
lake possession any such land within the set¬ 
tled estates, than the Sultan of Turkey has. But 
if might be right, both the Sultan of Turkey 
and the British Qlovernment may take pos.ses- 
sion of any land which their power can bring 
within tlieir gras p. 

From the digression, which, however, is 
very imporiant in the question at issue be¬ 
tween the Government and the zemindars, 
we clime to the consideration of the Taidadt 
and Rrt/islfrs. That there is now very great 
liilHeulty in obtaining sunnds and other do- 
cumenls after tiie lapse of nearly eighty years 
is evident fiom the accidents to whiob papers 
of this kind in tlio hands of such people as 
tbe natives of Ihiscounfl^y, are liable. Indeed, 
sueh IS the uncertainty in which the authen¬ 
ticity of these documents is involved that very 
littK‘ faith can be placed in tliem. In regard 
the registry, it is true that it was ordered 
to he kept in a very careful manner. One 
copy of it was to reinuiti in the oifiee of the 
Clollectur, anollicr to be tiled in that of the 
.fudge ol tbe distiiet, and a third copy was 
diiceted lo be transmitted to tbe Board. Such 
were tiic orders on tlie subject; but these 
ordeis were nut followed up in practice. In- 
siead of keeping regular books of registry 
anil iiullieniiimting eacli entry by tlic sigiia- 
luie of a eovenanted servant of Government, 
only co|>ies of the sunuds that were presented 
weie kept in llie areliivesBofthc collectorate.s, 
wtiboiil any authentication and without any 
duplicates or triplicates being sent to the 
judge and the Board. There can be no doubt 
tliat papers kept in this loose way would be 
entirely at the mercy of the reoord-kecpcis. 
As things staud, lhe.se doeiinients can he nio- 
diiied or red^^ced in niiinher ad libilam. Nu- 
lucrous instances aie known, in whicli copies 
of sunuds were never tiled, and yet hy pay¬ 
ing a .sum to the record-keeper the copies 
were found in the record, whilst many who 
had registeied their claims according to the 
regulations, but refased to satisfy corrupt 
umlalis, bad the registry of thou lUnds .stiuek 
out from the lecord. At ptesent there is no 
registry or copy in any Cnilectoiate on which 
the least dependence can be planed. If there 
had becn^i regular registry of these claim.s, we 
oaniiob conceive what use there would be 
of making any fiither investigation in the 
matter. Ifall the*authentio snnuds have been 
duly registered, and the people informed bg 
repeated proolaiuation that none who bad not' 
registered his olaiip would he entitled to tbe 
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consideratioo. of Government, then the 
Government poseess tiie meamn of settlinff (he 
whole aJ^ir at once. Thev need hut publioli 
that hy their, registry they find such and .such 
lands, not being in the register, are resumed. 
Bat this"has not been done, and cannot be 
done, for this very good reason, that these 
registers, if they do exi-t in some uflii;e.s 
cannot be depended on. This uncertainty 
regard to these registers, it is worthy of 
remark, is owing entirely to the neglect of 
the servants of Government. What shadow 
of jtistioe then can be shewn for the follun ing 
rnfe which oaranlhor lavs down as the next 
step which a Deputy Cnliecinr is to take 
after he has ascertained that a tenure 
contains more than 100 beega'is? via. “It is 
next to be inquired if it has been registered ; 
for if not, and no valid reason can beassigne<i 
for non-registration, theLnkhtraj privilege of 
the tenure is defacto foi felted, and may be de¬ 
clared so summarily." Til rent-free holders 
always answer these enquiries by saying that 
their predecessors iiiiist have registered their 
tenures : and that the absence of the record 
is owing to the well known and admitted 
carelessness of the. Government functional ies. 
Thus po.ssession, in whatever light the 
subject is viewed, is after all the only certain 
ground on whicli re.<ffiiiiptiun piuce edings 
can be justly conducted. 

A man is found in the rent free possession 
of a piece of land, and he declares that he 
and his predecessors have never paid any r<-- 
venue upon it. ft i.s therefore for the Govern 
ment to shew that since the 1‘itli of \ir>-iist, 
176d, rent was paid upon it, and thus to 
prove that the tenuic has not been held rent- 
free since that date, lint instead of this 
course, which would be adopted in all ordinart 
oases, in oases where the Giiverniiient claim 
is concerned, “ of this proof the hnrdcn,” says 
our author, “ is upon the eiaiiiiant, and iioi 
upon GovernmentThe Government i.s tht- 
claimant and it is a misnomer in this case to 
call the possessor t/y that appellation. It 
howver suits the purpose of Government to 
Step into the shoes of the defendant, ns point¬ 
ed out in the extract we made above from the 
letter of the Court of Directors. Is this the 
boasted justice of the British Indian Govern¬ 
ment? 

We shall not enter upon the de<Sni(ions of 
terms with which a great part of the pamphlet 
is occupied. These are generally correct, and 
our space does not admit of a more patlicular 
analysis of the subject. We shall, tliGrefore, 
proceed to examine what our author says re¬ 
garding the Tim/eer lands. The dehiiition of 
this description of lands has been given above. 
The author o| the pamphlet, speaking of these 
lands, jasliy observes, that in all places in! 
which tJ^e v^tlernent was made in the gross,* 
without ahy specification of the component 
pai^ofthe aeroindary, the Government can 
vtM have do i'euiedy forthe loss sustained hyl 
dJheient rental vrhich forined'the basis of the; 
jinama, or from any fraudulent concealment,' 
Ar careless ombsioa^ We also agree with the 


author, that in oases where a specification or 
measiireiiient of the lands was made, any 
quantity boyond that is liable to assessment, 
after carefii > inquiry and measurement. 

The view »of the author regarding 7V»»^«er 
hy alluvion and dereliction'of rivers, we can* 
not subscibe to. The claim of Guvernmeiit to 
the revenue of tills description of Towfeer is 
ba.sed on the a.s.sumpiion and these alluvions, 
having bei^ formed since the permanent settle- 
m^nt.cannot bo a part and parcel of Ibe settled 
c.sthtes. To this the zemindar’s reply ge¬ 
nerally is, that by the Shikastot loss of one 
pint oi' their estates the Pywiut or gain in ano¬ 
ther part is made, and that they are therefore 
entitled to the latter in lieu of the former. Our 
author, however, says that “ the proper pro¬ 
cess to be adopted in suuh case.s, is to asoei- 
tain, not only (he extent by measiireinunt of 
the alluvial formation, but also the quantity 
of land appertaining, at the time of the Per¬ 
petual ScUlement, to the estate, nr to those vil¬ 
lages belonging to il, whose lands are said to 
have been \« ashed awav ; and the quantity of 
land iinw existing. Then, if the extent of 
land, ascertained tri have i>een in existence at 
the time of the Perpetual Settlement, turns 
out to have sulfered no diminution since Ibat 
time, the whole of the alluvial land is consi¬ 
dered subject to a new assessitient." We do 
not know bow this passage can be reconciled 
with that already quoted, in which the author 
admits tliat the estates were settled in tlie gross 
without measurement or specification of the 
lands. If the lands in an estate were nOtmea- 
siii'cd nor specified at the time of the settie- 
iiienl, we cannot conceive how the comparison 
which is here recommended can he made. He 
has,however, suggested a means of getting over 
this difficulty, lie refers us to the first quin- 
qiienniar'ieturns by the zeiuindar.s of the ex¬ 
tent of their land.s, as being suflicient authority 
fifr deciding the extent of their .settled estates. 
The origin of the.se returns is consequent upon 
Reg. XLVni. of IT’dS, a time iinmediately 
siihscqiient to the pernianentselllement, when 
the Zemindars were naturall.v aiixioii.s to make 
their respectiv<‘ estates appear as small in ex¬ 
tent as psissibic, in order to avoid any I'ui liter 
di.siiirljHnce of the settlements ; under siinh an 
impression, they reported the extent of their 
lands at as low an amount as cirotimstanc.es 
permitted them. Besides, about this period 
the Zemindars had but very little thme to as¬ 
certain the extent of their Iguds, and there¬ 
fore even when they did desire to give a oor- 
tect return, it was not possible for them to act 
up to that wish. Henee it is notorious, that 
the quinquennial returns contain a great deal 
less quantity then actually belongs to each es¬ 
tate. Besides which, although the regulation, 
ordering the preparation qf these papers, lays 
down very strict rules for their compilation, 
yet it is wdll known that^tliese rules wore not 
kept op in foroe after a certain time. Indeed, 
such was oarelcss nmnneiCjn which they 
wercTatterly kept dp, that in 1823, when cer¬ 
tain enquiries were made regarding the snii.. 
jeet, no iiatisfactory record could be found, on 
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inrhii'h the Q(>v«rnnnent ooald prooeed. These 
miistbe kvell Icnowa to eur author. How, 
tlieD, in tiiefar.e of them, he reforsfethe depu 
tv eoltectnr to the quinquennial rlliirHS we 
cannot iinaitme. The faot is, tlieilt is no do¬ 
cument or register which cm furnilh any rea 
sonnble datum on which the ori);inal extern 
of the estatoii that have been settled without 
measurement can now be ascertained, and the 
attempt to effect this must unavoidably prove 
abortive. • 


petitioned Government, regarding' it. Its an¬ 
swer was calculated to banish the fears of the 
petitioners, and to lull them into security. 

In their letter, dated the I6tli March 1821, 
the Court of Directors, advertint; to the set* 
tiemeot of alluvial lands in Tipperah, observe 
as follows: — 

la,the paragraohs noted in the mnrtpn, yen hSve 
drawn our attention to the decisions which you hevu 
passed relitive to certain tracts or alluvial land iu Tin-, 
perali, into the ciruiimstance.s of which you had already 
deputed a Commissioner to inqntra. The principles by 
which you were guided in these deciitons, appear to u8 
to be equitable and to have been correctly applied. Is- 


Whilst snch is the uncertainty ^nd weakness 
of the grounds on which the claim of Govern 

nient against alluvial 'Powfeer rests, there is lands tilrown up at a considerable distance from Uie 
another consideration wlitch strengtlien.s the main land, whicli h.td no connection with any man's 

' estate, and to which ly indivi lual more than another 
had any ground to set np a claim, were declared to be 
he property of Uoverntnent. VVhere the lands were so 
tonsideiable, th.it no on reasonable construction of a 
contingent accession, wliich must have Its limits, could 
hey be considered as belungiug to the owner of the ad* 
ouriiig land, the riglit of (iovernment was asserted, 
while the interests of the in lividiial weie not overlooked 
le new hnd lieini; assessed fur ilie li-neht of the Go¬ 
vernment. while in other respects it was admitted to be* 
'ongiu the iiCeinindir, to whom the annexatiun appealed 


right of the Zemindars tu this de.sci iption of 
lauds. Suppose for a moment that the whole 
of Bengal belonged to hut one zemiii lar. In 
that case, as llie whole of Bengal is perma- 
nenenlly settled without tiieasnremeiit, and 
every Pywust or gain in tiny part mnst he a 
necessary consequence of an equal extent of 
Shikast or loss in some other pul of that -me 
supposed zemindary, no aiiiivioti could he ^ 
justly considered as Pomfeer, nor co'ild the upim the whole to be the most c.mvenient and useful. 


Government have any elaini to such lands. It 
however happens, by chance, (hat the whitle of 
Bengal, instead of belonging to one zemindar, 
belongs to several. Bnt this accident can in 
no way alter the principle, and give t^ Go¬ 
vernment a right whicli it did not possess in 
the other case. The questi>in, as to the right 
over allnvinn, in this view of the case, is at 
issue between the zemindar suffering hv a 
Shik.ist and the zemindar gaining by a Pywant, 
the Government, wliicli lia.s settled tlic whole 
of Bengal without measurement, having no 
right to any portion of the lands within its 
limits. 

There arc other arguments to proveutliat in 
the whole work of resumption there is a very 
great leaning towards the Governinenl ; bnt 
onr time and space require that we should 
eonr.Inde our strictures wn this subject and 
await another oppnitunity of taking up the 
line of arguments we have pursued in the 
above paragraphs.— Reformer, April 2. 


.Tstly, where the lands acquired were not of considur- 
ble quantity, or had been gained to one part of an es- 
.ate ai lliu expense of another, you directed the uncondi- 
ional relinquUlimeniofthem to the parties concerned. 

The particular passage in the aboveextract to 
whicli we beg to direct tlie attention of our rea¬ 
ders, is the concluding (;laiise,in which the un¬ 
conditional relinqiiishiiient of certain alluvial 
anils is approved. When this subject was 
under the consideration of Government in' 
1818, the late Mr. J. H. Harington, oRIciatinfi 
Chief Judge of the Sudder Adawliit, record¬ 
ed a minute, in which we find the following 
opinion given by the Pundit regarding the 
usage of the country, according to the insti¬ 
tutes of the Siiaslers; 

Answer — The proprietary rijdit in alluvial land of 
the Ganges and such like Rrvvra, the same being con¬ 
nected with oils of the banks, vests in the proprietor of 
such bank. In alluviat lands unconnected with a bank, 
tbe right is that of those who are^ntitled to the Julkur. 
In land left by the recession of the Sea, the same being 
connected with the shore, the right vests in the owner 
of that shore, lii land appearing above the .Sea, no^ being 
connected with the shore, the right of the sovereign 
exisia, thos- who have tlia strongest right are considered 
the lawful owners ; hut the right of indivkiuals are 
held in subjection to tliii.se ol the sovereign. 

Authorities^ cited. 

Verliaspotie. 


The following texts of 


In continnatinii of our remarks nt last Sun¬ 
day, on the above subject, we have a few more 
observations to offer, on the AlluvialTowfeers. 

The permanent sttlemont, which must he the 
bHsi.s of all di.scu.ssion regarding landed te-|> What rule obtains regarding earth removed from a vil* 
nnres in Bengal, was, as every body knows, lage and given by a great River, or the King to another, 
concluded, not upon any measurement of the P"'"* ® discussion is proposed, 

contents of each estate, but on the jnma of Land left by a River or given by a King, is that per-. 
the proceeding years, and such other in forma- f®"’® *'=5“*'^** '* • would be a 

.ion coold'b. obijinod from .b. .otfleCor. CSt' ft-VX 

^Kardiog the capabililies of ea^oli estate. alFairSi alter that which hsts Heen 4»ne by either, (n 
This was in exact accordance with the in* like manner, when land is lost b; ao encrofthmentoftlie 


structions which had been furnished by the 
Court of Directors who discouraged all “ mi¬ 
nute examination or n«w local investigation 


into the value of 
the eanangoos bi 


indA Many years after, on 
Ing establiajied, tb^ Zemin¬ 
dars became natarally alarmed, that the set- 
tiement which they had b^en told woti|4 be 


River on one uds and annexed to tlie land on tbe other,, 
it becomes the property of the person (o whose land it js 
annexed. Lit no one alter this rule- 

By tTiis it appears, that alluvions have 
always been held AS a gift of Providence to 
those to whose lands they may happen to 
annexed, and are to he regarded in the tame 


permanent, was likely to be disturbtfi, and i'ffbt as a rent-free-gift by a sovereign. 
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Now keepj|i(( in ?juw tliene ^roimcin, deriv 
ad (i;oni .^o prSnotples ol' ihe permaitent mqi- 
tleipent, confirmed us they are hy tlin laws of 
£iij;;land knd the coiuaion noii<iiis of natural 

i ustice, from tlie opinion of the Court of 
kjr^oiors, am) the exposition of tlie sliiistei*i, 
fe't us examine the regtila'toiis that have been 
framed in rej^ard to alluvial lands. In Sue 
tion lY. Rej;. Xf. of 18^, it is provided fhat 
i'notvment of land obtuined by any R.staie 
“ shall not in any case be understood to exempt 
the holder of it, from tlie payment to Guvorn- 
nicnt,of any assessment to the publin reve¬ 
nue, lo whiuh it may be liable, under the pro- 
viaion, of Regulation IL of 1819, or of any 
other Regulation in forue.” Now the first and 
second clauses of see. III. o(' llugulatioti II, 
of 1819 are the follow int;: — 

III. Firit. It IS hereby deolared and enacted, that all 
lands which at the periud of ihe decciiniil settlement 
were net included within the limits of any •pn-^unnah,' 
moKM or other divisnn of estates lor which a seuleiiieiit 
was concluded with the owners, not being lands for wiiich 
distinct settlement mar have been made since the,period | 
above referred to, nor lands held free ofass'ssme-it under < 
a valid and legal title of the nature specified in Hegiila- | 
tioosXlN- andXXXVlI. 179^1, and in the cories|iun- 
ding regulations, suh-equently enacted, are, and shall he 
contidered liable to a sessmeiit, in the same manner as ! 
othet ttiiaettled mehaith, and the revenue assess nt on all i 
such lands, whether exceeding one hundred bec-^iihs or \ 
Otherwise, shall belong to Goveiniiient; provided, how¬ 
ever, that nothing in the above rule shall he construed | 

. to affect the rights leseued to Ztiuitiilai s, taliinhdars. a.ad 
other proprieto’S of estates, with whom a peimanent set¬ 
tlement has been coir-lii led, lo the exclusive enjoyment 
of the rent assessed On land held on an invalnl tenure, 
free of assessment, within the limits of their respective 
estates andsta/oo-'rs. and of which the extent in.iy not 
exceed one liaiidred heegahs if in liengji, Itehar, or 
Orissa, aud fifty beeguhi if within the province of Be¬ 
nares. 

Second, The foregoing principles shall he deemed ap¬ 
plicable, not only to tracts of land such as aie descnhcl 
to have been brought into cultivation in the Sun lerbuiis. 
but to all ehiirs and islands fonno l since the p.Tioil of 
the decennial -eillement, and genenlly to all lands gained 
by alluvi-in, or deroliciioa since that p sriu.l, wheilim 
from an intercession of the sea, an alteration in tlm 
course of rivers, oi the gradual accession of soil ou their 
banks. 

By the latter of the above clauses, all laiiiLs 
gained by alluvial) since the pi nnanent set¬ 
tlement, are iucluded in the sphere of tlii.s 


regulatino ; whilst by Regntions Xf. of 1^.% 
as i9'e have seen, these Innds, of whatever 
descri|>tio»*thef may .be, are brought under 
assesamcni i Wliat theu becomes of the per- 
inaiient si ttleinont, according to wiitoh all 
i iiprovemiiits belong to tlie Zeminrlar on ihe 
one hand, and ail losses are siiffured by him 
on the other? In the Preamble of Regula¬ 
tion XI. of 1825, the opinion of the Pundit 
above quoted is made the basis of the regula¬ 
tion ; vei.f'straiige as it may appear, this very 
rt^Mil ation is, totally at variance with -the 
pi'ineiples laid down in that opinion! In fur¬ 
ther support of our argument, that the Regu¬ 
lation If. of 1819, is opposed to the principles 
of the permanent settlement, we quote the 
following extract fiom the minute of Mr. 
Steiiart, than a member of the Supreme 
Council, and an officer of considerable talent 
and experience :— 

I " Th.U what an estaM gainsby acci’gsion (and allu- 
vian M accesaiuu) pirl ol that estate. I'hat, acoonling 
to the definition of an e-tate given in Cliuse 2. S.’ction 2. 
oMlcgiilation X LVII i of 1791, it cannot be restricted 
to the lands of which it was actually composed at the 
time ofih'i perminent settlement. That, in enactingtlia 
permanent settlement, an anxious enom'Tation w.)s m.ide 
of,ill rescrv.iiiniis which could be supposed to effect the 
grant, am mg which is no mention oi alluvians. That 
when Ih" Government excluded abatement of revenue on 
account of any loss hy enc oichmeot of rivers, the omis¬ 
sion to declare ilut an addition would he demanded on 
a'-cuunt of acquisitions from tdiungcs by the waters, can¬ 
not have been unintentional. Th,it to say the Govern¬ 
ment will otherwisu sustain a loss, is no argument against 
a f.iir con-iiucliun of a couipict ;and that shortly after 
the formitioo of tlie peim iii-Mt setllcment, when a case 
of alluvia I occune I, the Government of that time de- 
^cliued to proiiouuce a general dicision.” 

j Oti these grounds Mr. Stcuart objected to 
, the Re.siimption Ilegulatioii.H. Now we a.sic arc 
these reguliitions agrecble to the princi|>ies 
' of the permanent settlement, and of the laws 
I of England f are they consistent with our 
I notiun.s of justice and.equity, or with the 
jijs ige.sof the country which oiir rulers al¬ 
ways pietend to respqut? are the feelings of the 
I people regarded in the operations of these 
lubrioxioii.s regnlatiniis? Let tIio.se, whocho.se 
jto answer in the affirmative, reconcile these 
regulations with the authorities we have ar¬ 
rayed agfiitisl them. -Ihid April 9. 
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conRRsfoMDRNCK Bmvaev major h-ad, CHtia- 

MAN TBE LONDON PKOVIHIUNAL STEAM COH- 

Mirree, and the coMMirrEE of the nriv 
benc^ ^ tVam fund. 

Ta the of the Steam Committee, Caleutta. 
'% Leadenhall Street, Aug. 20,1836. 

<$ia,—.lip reference to the subject of Steam 
Coiu^unication between England and India, 
<10 which the paltltc feeling at Calcutta, has 
been so repeatedly and decidedly expressed, 
lie accompan^BE Doouiuents will show the 


piesent state of the question, and I trust (be 
exertiong of the gentlemen, who with myself 
arc endeavouring to forward this measure,will 
meet the approval of those with whom you act. 

It will be borne in mind, that when the pre¬ 
sent plan was brought to the attention ol the 
publics to establish the-Ioog desired commu- 
niration tn 4 the Rpd Sea witbMlndia, there was 
no probability of the question being brought 
before parliament, or to the attention of His 
Majesty’s Ooverament this year. 
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Stare that period the Provitiional Committer 
have been cheered in their labours by the for 
tiinate arrival of Petitions and Heinorials, 
from Ooinliay, Madras and Calciitn, and ai- 
tbnugh the two last were not in lime to br 
brou»ht before Pariiaincnt this Semion, they 
have materially strenjcthened the canoe and 
have been useful instruments on the occasion. 

Within the last few days the Committee 
have bad the satisfaction to receive reitolation.s 
similar to No. 1, from Manchester. Leiite 
Glasgow, and Paisley, in favouf of the inch 
Mire, and it is e\)ieeled that the same feeling 
will he displayed by other Mercantile places 
without delay. 

The ready assistance and kind support 
given at all times hy Lord William Beiitinck, 
lias been matter of satisfaction and merits the 
thank.s of all interested. His Lordsliip has 
shewn himself mo.st desirous of fulfilling his 
pledge to India, in respect to proniotiiig this 
measure in England, flis Lordship aif.irded 
us an instance of good faith hy coming 'Vom 
Ui'ighton for the purpose of attending the last 
Depntaliun to the India Board. 

Mr. Hutt, M. p. for Hull, who headed the 
deputation, iias shown liis readiness to co 
operate in every way to forward our views, 
and it will he a source of satisfaction,to be 
informed that several other Members of Par¬ 
liament, for the most iiilluential commcicial 
outposts, including those who attended Depu¬ 
tations, were mo.st ready to join tlieir aid in 
support of the nieasurc. 

I beg also to inform you, that in the prose¬ 
cution of this plan, it is the iiifentiun of those 
interested to avail themselves of ilie useful 
setviccs of Mr. Waghorn in Egypt, whose 
liiends have been consulted on the oitfiasioii 

1 have the honor to be, 

Your mo.st obedient Servant, 
ChaRLKs P.«Head, Chairman, 
Provisional Committee. 


To the Secretary of the Steam Commilte, Cjfhutta. 

4, Leadenliall Street,2Uth Aug. ]8;j(j. 

Sin, —For some time past a Provisional 
Committee has been formed, with a view of 
forwarding the known wishes of an influen¬ 
tial portion of the commercial interest of this 
country, and to assist the efforts making in 
India, to e.slablish a quick and regular com¬ 
munication between Great Britain and that 
country, by means of Steam I^vigation, 
through the Mediterranean and Red ^ea. 

The great importance and advantages of 
such an object is generally allowed, and the 
policy and practicability of promoting it, is 
not questioned on physical grounds. It can¬ 
not be concealed, hovAver, that there is op¬ 
position to the nmasure, and this is Uie more 
to be lamented, as from not*knowing its na¬ 
ture and extent, it is impossible to form any 
idea of the effect it is likely to hate •ou the 
ultimate bearings of the question. 


ft is the opinion of this Committee, that'it 
IS desirable Ihe coininunity of India, should bb 
ntHle acquainted with the steps which have, 
iieen taken to carry into’ effect the object in 
.mritemplalion ; with the view of securing 
their eo-operation and support to the propos*' 
L-d mea.saie. 

I have, tlie.efnre, been directed to forward to 
you'tbe accoinpanyi'hg papers marked No. I 
to 6, viz. 

No. I.—A declaration shewing the feelings 
of the principal Mercliaiits of London in fa¬ 
vor of the proposed measure. 

No. 2.—Is an outline of the mode of work¬ 
ing out tile plan, .shewing that the measure 
prnpo.sed, is bosmi on the co-operation and 
support of the Governmeut and the Cast India 
Company. 

No. 3 —Is a copy of a propo.sal sent to the 
East lndia..CoiTipuny. 

No. 4.—Is a copy of a proposal sent to the 
Treasfiry. 

A Deputation consisting of the following 
Meiiihers of Parliament and Merchants, of 
wliicli a list is given herewith, waited upon tlie 
Chaiieellor of the Exchequer to solicit the sup¬ 
port of His Majesty’s Government, and the 
result of the interview we now subjoin in pa¬ 
per No 5, and by the same Paper it will be 
seen, that the measure met with the support of 
Lord Mintu, first Lord of the Admiialty. 

Subsequently, another Deputation of Mem¬ 
bers of Parliament and Mernliants, as per List, 
wailed upon Sir John Hobliuuse. wliere they 
were met liy special appointment by the Chair¬ 
man and Deputy Ciiairnian of the East India 
Company, the result of which is given in Pa¬ 
per No, 6. 

In the event of the Government and East 
India Company adopting the proposal made, 
of which eventually there can .he but little 
doubt, it is very desirable for the purpose of 
saving future eorrespotideTiue with your quar¬ 
ter, to have the opinions and wishes of 
the respective Presidencies in regard to this 
measure. 

The contemplated outlay of the present plan 
i.s not expected to exceed £2tH),00(); but as it 
may he rea.sonably expected that the under¬ 
taking will eyentunlly embrace a wider range 
by extending the communication to Ceylon, 
'Madra.s and Calcutta, it is proposed to form a 
a Company composed of 4,000 Shares of £100 
each, of which, for the present, we only con¬ 
templated the call of one-half. 

The Committee feels the importance of being 
in a position to shew to the Government its 
r'eadinc.ss and capability of fnlfillfiig its pro¬ 
posal and engagementv, and it would faciliate 
greatly thair plans if Ihe parties in India were 
to signUy to this Committee their wishes as to 
the number of shares they would be willing to 
take in the underfaking. 

The Committee believe there would be no 
diflioulty in raising the whole stock in the 
country ; they at tbe same time feel it due to 
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th« cotnmmity of India, who liav« ao large an 
i»|rreat tn thn andertaking, that they should 
invited to assoeiate themselves 
lii'itlt flici-promoters of this object, while at the 
i^ejime their co-operation would lead )i 
fiowerfiif aid in carrying the plan into effect. 

Hitherto the principal inipediinenta to the 
eatablisiHnent of a permanent Steam ooinmu- 
nieation with India, has consisted in a want 
of unity in the vaiious otherwise well-project¬ 
ed plans which have been propo.seii- both in 
India and England. This Caminitiee earnest¬ 
ly piess npon the attention of the various bo¬ 
dies interested in this undertaking, the paia- 
motfnt importance of waving ail minor eonsi- 
delations of local convcni^^nre before the 
grand object of effecting an immediate line of 
transit between England and India. 

I have the honor to be. 

Your most obedt. Sert, 
Chsklvs F. Head, dktdrman. 
Provisional ContmiUee, 

(Enelosure of Major Hoad's Letters.) 


Company would grant dS85.00d fts an anhnal 
allowanoe for the trahainisston of the medi¬ 
terranean lYail, and lb« East India Coinph- 
ny’s and wtvemment Dispatches to and from 
India. (PHvate Letters to heo'omo a perqui¬ 
site to the 'doinpany.) 

The intention of the Company is to have a 
Vessel to leave Bombay and England on 
the 1st of every in inlli, s^ud it Is ex|icct- 
ed to dotrthe service in the space of dfiy- 
t4im days, without intermi.ssion, throughout 
the year. 

The foregoing is an o'ltline of the present 
coiiteniplated undertaking, to be carried into 
effect by a private Ctiinpany, principally fnrin- 
eii of the Cninmercial interests of Great Bri¬ 
tain and fndia, to be incorporated by an Act 
of Parliament. 

(Nos. 3 and 4.) 

Copies of letters sent to the East India 
Company, and Lords of the Treasury. 

N. B. —Previouslif published in all the Cal¬ 
cutta papers. 

(No. 6). 

August 3 , 1636 . 


No. 1. 

Signatures of Mercliants of London showing 
their opinion upon the “ Route via the Red 
Sea.” 

N, B.—-Previously published in alt the Calcutta 
papers. 

• No. 2. 

Outline of the fian submitted to Government 
and the Last India Company. „ 

In carryinginto effe -t Steam Communication 
between Great Britain and India, it is to be 
borrM in mind that all intercourse between 
Ej^pt and Europe will be subject to the Qua¬ 
rantine Laws, and tlierefore it becomes ab-so- 
lutely aeoe-ssary to have Branch Boats from 
l^aita to Alexandrias so as to have the Boats 
from Falmouth to Malta, always in free pra¬ 
tique. The plan proposed is therefore to have : 

Two vessels to be confined to tlic service 
between Malta and Alcaandria. (The tran¬ 
sit'from Alexandria to Suez to be undertaken 
by the Company.) 

Three vessels on the cominunieation to and 
front England to Malta. 

Four vessels for the service between Suez 
and Bombay. 

The o utlay contemplated for the whole 

tenr{cdm£200,000. 

Mihie annual expenditure required for the 
e^JjMli pr^CDtion of the intercourse, the 
aBittMtjLfri^* of ll'o Boats, their insurance, 

_ iBad to serve for the rcpjacing of 

the iHib the annual interest of the Ca¬ 
ts'^iaiiated. aA £123,000. 

'minutemid oareful'caloulation, the: 
-mast for epBie years fall far short of| 
ainnnal expeoditnre, and it is therefore 
(iBplated that the Gqvermnent and the 


The Chancellor of the Exchequer received 
a deputation consi.sting of— 

l.nrdWfh. Ilentiork, M. p. Bazett rolvin, E^q. 

Lint Saniloii, m. p. (J. Arbuthnot, E«q. 

3ii John Rae llci>l, m. p. Samuel Briggs Kaq. 

VV. Ilutt, M p. E'livtr'l Daniel, E-sq. 

R. Willace, Esq., m. p. Rolit. Thurliurn, Esq. 

IM.ijor Capt. James Barber. 

— Kerr, E«q. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer said, that 
he considered the prnoosal fair, that he would 
submit it to H. M. Government and give an 
early reply. That a pmoosition had been 
made by the East Imlia Company tn commu¬ 
nicate round tlie Cope of 6.>od Hope. That 
s-nme reference mo.st be made to the India 
House that one plaiumight not interfere with 
another, as regards the Post Office. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer entered 
into detail and gave the deputation a patient 
and favbrable reception. 

True Copy from the Minute Book. 

Jambs Babbbr, Secy, pro tern. 

Auga.st5, 1836. 

Lord Minto, received the following deputa¬ 
tion. 

Mr. Halt, m. p. Captain J. Barber. 

Lord W. Beiffinck, m. p. Mr. Thurburo. 

Mr. Ewart, m. p. Mr. Daniel^ 

Major Head. 

Mr. Hutt explained the nature of the visit 
after a general eonThrsatlqn of the . object in 
view. His Lordship w^s pleased to take a 
favorable wiew of tfie prajeot, apd as far as 
the Admiralty were coacernev, saw no objec¬ 
tion. 


(No. e.> 


Angnst 12,1836. 
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Tim ri>ilt>wing Mc'IiIh'I'!! (if thn ProvisiunH.1 
Coiniiiittue attended n IJ..'[)iitiiliou* at llii; In¬ 
dia Hoard. | 

Mijor Head (’aptain Darbeil 

E IJaniell, E'<q. R. Thurburn, Ixq. 

J) Oratt, Emj. Captain Thuintin. 

— VVitollev, Esq. Mr. Bagshaw, m. i*. 

Captain Naiinc. —Halt, in. p. 

The follo'.viiin; Moldcincti and Gentlemen 

wicre al.so present. ^ 

G. Palmer. E-irp Sii .1. Rae Koid, # 

ti. .Arb\illitiot,E<q. — ilornsifii, m i>. • 

C. Keir, Eaq. — Crawfuid, m. p. 

— Ewart, M. p. —Tlicmlev, m, p. 

H. Colvin, E-q. Captain Alaager, u. r.. 

f'apt.di) l.arkina. Mi, Itonar, 

i.oiil V-in. Keuliiick, m. p. Mr. .M. Uebitra. 

Loid .'iainloii, 

A convi'i.sntion iirst took plane with Sir 

John Hobiiousf, when all liie lielail.s of tlie 
piojeet were diseiissed. 

Mr. CiHwfoid, Mr. Hac.shaw, Mr. Morri.son, 
Mr. lliitt, Lord Win. Hentiiiek, Major ri oid, 
and others, pie.ssed the iinporlaiioe of the pre¬ 
sent pioposal with its adv)intage.s and the bc- 
nelil of it to llte nieicaniile eoininitnity in 
eoininiinie.alion with India if opened in a 
regiiliir way hy the Kud Sea. 

After iniieh eon\cr.sation the party were 
joined hv ilie Chair and Deputy Chairaif the 
India House and fiiither legiilatiuns as to 
postage, nonvevii lire of despat,ehc.s, lS.,e, was 
entered into. Tlie wliole coneinded hy Sir 
Joliii llohhuiise cxpiessiog, that lie ilionght 
H. M. Government were disposed to leceive j 
the proposal fatoriihly, and that it was of i 
prenl imporlaiiee, an h that he would pre.ss 
it oil the early attention of the Monoralde . 
geiitleiiieii (liie Cliair and Deputy Ciiair.} The 
Deputation hioke up .sati.slieil with the ntten- 
tioii and expression of the Right Honorable 
the President of the Hoard of Control, and an 
iiiiderstaiiding that he would, in the course of 
lOtlars, submit to Mr. Hi«tl, the decision that 
sliuuld he come to. 

Trueoopt fioiii the Minute Hunk. 

JsMvs HAKBitu, .Very, pro itm. 

- • 

lir.PLY OF Tilli: BKNGAL CUMMirrEK. 

TO MAJOU i]F.AO. 

Chairman of the Provisional Committee for es~ 
tnhlishiny a Steam eommuniration between 
England and India by way of the Red Sea, 

Sir,—1 have the honor, by direction of the 
Co.iimittoe of the new Bengal Steam Fund, to 
acknowledge the receipt of your letters under 
dale20lh August last, with enclosures, and to 
communicate their sentiments as follows :— 

2. In considering the t^estlon of a Steam 
communication between England and India, 
the first thing to be determined is the object 
sought to be obtained by auch a communica¬ 
tion ; whether a aiiere intcrtsoiirse ol* Corres- 
poiidenoe, or one embracing all possible ad¬ 
vantages. To tile first this Committee ^ill not 
addicss tliemselve.s, believing that no person 


lean he found who would ronteiid for such 
restiietiou. As to the .second, they may sum 
I up their sentiments shortly, by declaring, that 
tliey concur entirely with Mr. Peacock in liis 
luetuorandum delivered to the seIcctGijininiltee 
of the House, of Commons, and dated 2d De¬ 
cember 183.1, viz. that “ between doing it 
efiiciently and not doing it at all, there seems 
to no advi.sable medioni." 

3. With these sentiments this Committee 
I egret they cannot concur in the plan laid 
.down by your Committee, as it would assured¬ 
ly be incomplete and therefore inefficient ; 
they consider that no plan can be eflicient 
which does not embrace the whole communi- 
calion from F.iigland to Caleiiita, thereby in¬ 
cluding every |^rt of India, dropping the 
mails and passengers in it.s progres-s whether 
at Gihrallcr, Malta, Alexandria, Hombay, 
(from to Socotra Galle), Madias, and so on to 
Calcutta, proceeding the whole wny with the 
utmost despatch. 

4. alf this despatch is iiiipraetieahle—and it 
cei (airily is so, if, as you deelaic, it is iiidis- 
puiisnlilc that the eotiininnication from India 
slioiild be delaye I at Malta, ibatlhe packets 
and paroels from India should be subjected to 
fumigation, &c. and the passengers to quaran¬ 
tine, in order that the Falmouth packet may 
be kept in fice pratique iii.siend of proceeding 
on wiiii uninterrupted de.spatch throughout 
the whole line—the consequent delay and 
iiieonvenienoe will rendei a comrnunicatiou 
by steam, round tlie Cape of Good Hope, far 
preferable for every description of inlcre.oar8e 
except coriespondence ; nor, as regards Cai- 
cuitii, by far the most important port in India, 
and Madras, would even correspondence itself 
be mu ell expedited. 

.1. Hut it is not on tlii.s point alone that the 
Committee consider your plan imperfect and 
incomplete. You propose to liave a Company 
with 4,00U shares, at £lOU per share, but only 
to call fur lialf at presimt for the purpose, as 
it would seem, of first eatahlishiiig the coiii- 
miiiiication niuriililv to Bonihay, reserving the 
iciiiainder, iwi fiosilirely, to extend the coin- 
iii.inicalion to ail parts of India, but only “on 
the reasonable expeutaiiuii that the undertak¬ 
ing will evcntiiiilly emliraco a wider range, by 
extending the couimuiiii'iitiuu to Ceylon, Ma¬ 
dras, and Calontta.” 

• 

6. Either by iiniitiiig the communication 
lin the first instance to Hombay it must be de- 
-signed to benetii all India, beyond the convey¬ 
ance of mere uoi lespuiulence, or (u confitiu 
the benefit of the cumiiiunication to mere cor- 
lespondencc. If the former, the Committee 
apprehend that fhe design must fail; fur it 
would be incomparably more convenient to 
land the passengers and parcels^'rom India 
fur Great Britain at Penzance, or even on the 
Sciliy Islands, than those of Great Britain fur 
all India at Bombay. If the intention of be¬ 
nefiting all India beyond the mere conveyance 
of correspondenoe is not entertained, the 
Cbmmittce are apprehensive that the soureea 
of return profits would be found lamentably 
defieicut. 
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7. Agaia, fon either do, or you do not, 
potitivtfy iof<M {0 extend the commuaication 
etrentoaliy’.-'lf you do not, and onty propose 
to do it eoirtiafently, the Committee woajd 
miah tOtkoow on what ooptingenciea the ex> 
^eioa » to depend. If it is to depend npon 
whether the oominunioation to Bombay a^ohe 
pays, and that, if due rptarna are made on 
year eapital, yon will content yourselves with 
that ooaaouioicatiQQ, in that case the Chm- 
miBee regret they cannot concnr in yonr 
views; for,as before observed, if from whatr 
ever contingencies the oommuntcation shpuld 
not be extended to Calcutta, it would place 
all passengers and parcels, and every thing 
short of mere correspondence connected with 
Bengal and Madras, in a ptiich worse situ¬ 
ation than the passengers and parcels of Great 
Britain would be by 8t. Mary’s being made 
the sole pointof communication at homo. If 
on the other hand it is potitively intended 
eventually to bring on the cammunicaliun to 
all the ports of India; it is the opinion of 
this Committee that the extended soheme 
should be carried into effect at once, and tiiat 
a steamer should run from Suez the whole way 
to Caleuttat touching at Galle and Madras, 
with a seperate one branching off at Socotra 
to Bombay. You propose to have four steam¬ 
ers to go between Bombay and Suez, starting 
OU the 1st of every month ; but you are pro¬ 
bably not aware that it has been stated posi¬ 
tively at Bombay, particularly by Captain 
Witson, who for a long time commanded the 
Hugh Lindtng, while employed on the Red Sea 
voyages, that during four mouths the strength 
of the monsoon operates, so as, if not to pre¬ 
vent the commutiicaUon, at least to render 
itn-seiessi but four steamers weuld be suQi- 
cient to make a monthly communication from 
Caientta to Suez, and two of smaller size 
vould be enough between Bombay and Soco¬ 
tra, or Bombay and Galle, during those months 
when the pi^sag6 direct from Bombay is im¬ 
practicable : so that with only two additional 
steamers of smallejr dimensiotis, you might 
establish your luatn trunk the whole way to 
CaJentta, touohing at Galle and Madras, and 
have your branch to Bombay. 

8. By this coarse you would embrace every 
point from which ydo could expect returns, 
without which it is scarcely possible that any 
scheme can pay. Yon cannot fail to see that 
the same expense is necessary to bring the 
communication ,to Socotra, whether you go tot 
Bombiiy alone or to all India, while by the 
former course you are excluded from by far 
the greater spprees of profit. 

' 9.. There is one other point to which the 
dcquititte^ would refer. In your outline of 
fbic jinbmitted to government and the 
: Cpthpeny, yon say •< The transit 
fem^^xa^rte tp Suez to be undertaken by 

f ^omjteby,”, ■ T^e Committee do not exact- 
inderst^^ fkether the East India Compa- 
le' meant, jur ike compan'y to be formed for 
.eBtab|kfb^nt«^;ihe commumeatien. If 
\he fduner, CoinmiUee consider that h 


would essentially injure and derange this 
.scheme, even though U were in every other 
respeote perfect.: .The establishment of-a 
perfiet andfc<onp£sfe coinmunieatiod betweeh 
Eogland ipd ail parts of India by Steam, 
through th^ Red Sea, wo.oid very soon divert 
into this cliannel every package and parcel 
that could be conveyed by- this route, includ¬ 
ing especially small parcels of value, periodi¬ 
cal works, and ail poitable articles suMeot 
to deterityatioa by a long sea voyage.' If the 
agency charged with the eonveyauoe should 
bd changed i'n the course of the transit at 
Suez and Alexandria, delay would necessa¬ 
rily take place, consequent on the examina¬ 
tion and exchange of receipts'; and under 
(he consequent divided responsibility if a 
parcel was lo.st, there wou Id be great dilfictil- 
ty in fixing the responsibility; this Committee 
have always considered that the communica¬ 
tion should be carried on tliroiighont under 
one agency and responsibility. As in London 
an individual can take a place or send a par¬ 
cel to Paris, subject to the responsibiiitr 
alone of the proprietors of the office in Lon¬ 
don, .so an individual in India or England 
should he enabled to“ book” him.sclf, or send 
his parcel, through the whole line under one 
single agency -, and if the " transit from 
Alexandria to Suez" is to he undertaken by the 
Company to bo fuimed for bringing the com- 
munic'^ation to bear, the Committee would 
wish to know whether the “ undertaking” 
embraces the transit of passengers and par¬ 
cels; in a word of nil persons aiid things that 
may have been ‘‘hooked’* for the whole passage. 

10. The Calcutta Commilteo have thus 
frankly exprcs.scd their scnliiiients. Their 
views have all along been directed to obtain 
the must complete cnoimuniention ; they hold 
that this is precisely one of tho.se projects 
which can alone work out the advantages 
^derivable from it by its being carried into 
effect on the most efficient scale. They con¬ 
sider that it shouli? be altogether indepen¬ 
dent of the Malta Mail,if hy a connection with 
that mail, delay or obstacles occur ; that the 
steamer should go direct from Alexan.dria to 
England, and there, if necessary, h« subject¬ 
ed to quarantine; which, owing to the lon¬ 
ger period of her absence from the suspected 
port, would be of shorter duration than at 
Malta; and, after the most mature considera¬ 
tion for the period of two years, dqring which 
they have examined the subject , in all its 
bearings, they must avow their decided opi¬ 
nion to be that, without this continuous apd 
uninterrup.^d course, and that^field^ witHiThk 
utmost ngsPA rca, the oommpniealiop by way 
of the |leo Sea ^iU he found inefficient frqqi 
any part of India, and for Calcutta and Ma¬ 
dras pearly useless, 

iltfi. Besides soH- 

Rs; ■ 

Calcutta^vt i 3,79,49,681 
Madras..*. .. 69 , 10,042 
Ceylon. 18,6kW7 


biting yoMr attedHdn fo 
the aMoifi^anying’ildfes 
this Coniihlttee wool’d 
rpf^r you to tlie meelio- 
riai of, the inhabitafitti 
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1.26.4<» 119,616 

2.46,0iI 

Arrivals Depar¬ 
tures. 


Calcutta .. 767 
Mailras.... 673 
Ceylon.... 


of Cattoutla and its 
■Reed. Deapd.- neiehbourhond, frtMU 
Calcutta W.IW.. 72.^7 which j^ou wj 11 percei ue 

ce*,lS*o': ffl:: ISI 

averapre yrwc of the 
1.26.495 119,616 ComhierCe ulfth Europe 
l,i9..oi^ of Calcutta, Midras, 

- . and Ceylon, even prior 

2,46,011 to the aholilion of the 

Arrivals Deoar- of the Hon'hle 

Arrivals Depar Company to IWtlC, wa.s 

Calcutta .. 767 .. 665 Rs- 4,57A7,730, whife 
Mailras.... &73..4.>9 that of Bombay was 
Ceylon.... 85.. 17 only Rs. 1,6.3,89,629; 

,■731 that the number of Jet- 

j’l 4 j ’ tors received at and 
despatched from Cal- 
2 ,.666 rntta, Madras and 

Ceylon, amounted to 
2,46,011, while those of Bombay were only 
.54,000; that the annual number of passen¬ 
gers arriving at and leaving Calcutta, Ma¬ 
dras, and Ceylon, from and to Europe, was 
2,.566, at Boinhay only 60.3. 

12 . The Committee are quite awa'e that 
out of (he united nniriher of letters rccehed 
nt and de.spatchcd fioin Calcutta and Ma(]ra.s, 
amouniing to 2,;13,.>0G, the greater portion 
would, even under the noinprehensivc scheme, 
pas.s thiougli Bombay ; but those for the 
towns of Caieutfa and Madras would be pass¬ 
ed direct to those places. The average num¬ 
ber of letters //ui into the Post Office at Calcutta 
Is 47,:I44; of these some iindouhtedly are from 
the country, sent under cover to agents in 
t^alciitta ; hut, be.sidcs this niiniiicr, it is 
estimated that about 6 . 08 O letters are des- 

i mtclied in tlie private bag of ves.sels, which 
etteis do not pass through the Post Office. 
Tlic letters, lliorcfore, froM Calcutta^ alone, 
alloii ing 3,000 of lho.se put into the Post Office 
at Calcutta to he from the eountry, inav be 
fiiirly taken at 60,000 But tiic Committeei 
are quite willing to allo\^ (hat for the sake 
of merely gaining a few days for this, 01 even 
double the niiiuher of mere letters of 
ordinory intercourse, it would be scarcely 
adviseahle to seek the extension ; yet when 
it is retiicmbered that in tiiat nnmbA- is in¬ 
cluded correspondence coiuiecled with ma¬ 
nual commercial tran.sactiuns to the extent of 
near 4 millions sterling; that such extensive 
romniercial transactions require the most 
enlarged means of correspondence, including , 
the transmission of accounts, invoices, &c. 
the difficulties apd expense of the convey¬ 
ance of which must prevent their being sent 
by Bombay, when again the number of pas¬ 
sengers passing between Europe and Calcutta, 
Mad ras and Galle, is considered in dl>mpari-| 
son with those from Bombay, viz. 2,566 to 
603, that in the former number is ittoluded 
the individuals conducting commercial trans- 
actioiis to .the.extent, Aven pripr to the aboli¬ 
tion of the tr^e^f .the Hon-*h}« Company, of 
above 44 millionff, and that'^ding soioli pas¬ 
sengers at Bombay, is WWiie than landing 
passengers for Great Rritaln on the Scilly Is¬ 
lands, the Committee do consider oopfining, 


for any period whatever, the communication 
(o Bombay, is altogether IneiTioient; and 
it would prodnee litUe comparative advai^ 
tage, though its cost would be great. 

13. Although'anable, for the reasons as¬ 
signed, to concur in the plan projected by 
your Committee, yet this Committee duly ap¬ 
preciate the Bssisttinoe afforded to the cause 
by your labours and exertions in bringingibe 
question so prominently forward, and 
in pressing it so strongly on the eonsf- 
deration of His Majesty's Oovernmeut and of 
the East India Company. 

14‘. The Committee are quite satisfied, let 
the result be what it may as regards your 
own immediate firoject, lhat your proceed¬ 
ings have formed one great and powerful link 
in the chain of evCnts leading to the linai es¬ 
tablishment of the communication ; and that 
you are therefore justly entitled to the thanks 
of the people of India, and of all who are 
interested in the success of this important 
measffre. 

15. The Committee are fearful that they 
may be considered to have extended this com¬ 
munication beyond rca.vonahle bounds ; but 
they are desirous of showing that their non¬ 
concurrence in your plan, is founded on well 
grounded considerations. They will, however, 
cause your despatch to be published in the 
papers of this presidency, together with this 
reply. ' 

I have the honor to be, 

Your most ohedt. Servt., 

C. B. Grmnlaw. 

Town Hall, Calcutta, Dec. 26, 1836. 

P, S. Hcside.'i this despatch, by this oppor¬ 
tunity is forwarded a Tassin’s map, with 
lines marking the pro posed routes, and notes 
on those lines; together with a description 
and chart of Heavandoo Pho'o, the Northorn 
Atotl of the Maidive Islands, illustrative of 
its perfect capability to be used as a depdt 
fur coals. 

NOTES OP STEAM COMMUNICATION BRTWERN SN6- 
lAND and INDIA BV WAV OP TMK RkD SEA. 
The object of the communication is not 
merely to reduce the inter- 
_ • Hitherto the ques \ il between written oor- 
fion has been untire'y rc.spondence, but to bring 

oouniries into cTos- 
with Kngisnd* No «! contact for ALL purpos- 
consideraiion at all irag.<>^, moral, political and 
,beon bciiowed on the' connuercial ; this* object 
most impoitant p4rt of can Scarcely even in a very 

*>e attained 

made to operate most confining the communi- 
advantageously fur all cation to any one point in 
India. ' India, owing to the difli- 

t The existing roads culUes of internal cotnmu- 

India, arising 

O0W nifty b® IDIW16 g» ., l —J 

at.a great axpeore, but **^®*'*, rOads and tbp 
nathing can dona to paocjiy even of tlieno^ but 
ameliorate the climate more especially from tbh 
or render it less an ob* nature of the climate. If 
-Stacie to OTcrland tra- n confined to one port 
veiling. The penodf. , -r 

cal heavy rains, at one .P*” 9' *nat^ 

period,and the burning derive any bdoefit 

sun at another, the iat- firom it beyond the earlier 
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ter rendering travelling receipt of corresportdence, 
by Europeajm during would require to 

.lotSVwww *1 

tigaied. **”*1 M'ouid be reduced ni 

number of letters to a iiii- 
ninuim,“consequent on (lie lieav}' expense of 
overland postage for double and treble let¬ 
ters, and tlie almost pliysieal impossibility of 
the transit of enlarged packets of corres¬ 
pondence in such a country as India, tlie 
difficulties of wliicli by land conveyance, as 
well for parcels as for individuals, areinlinitc 
ly greater than any other country atall advan¬ 
ced in civilization. To a certain degree if it 
was confined to Calcutta, the advantages 
would spread over a larger space than at any 
other single point, owing totdie comparntivcly 
rcduced difficulty of travelling through the 
veiy heart of India by the 6ange.s, especially 
by moans,of the new lion Steamers ; but tlien 
the folly of carrying letters from the Red Sea 
to Calcutta on route to IJotnhay and the West¬ 
ern Provinces, is too Obvious to need exposure; 
wiicnee Bombay and Calcutta are clearfy the 
two principal points to which tlie cnmtnuni- 
nation s|ioald be carried, and as Ceylon and 
Madras lay in the. direct route to Calnutla, the 
communication would, as a matter of course, 
touch at these two places, even if their local 
consequence did not demand it. 

. Moreover, very nearly the same expense 
would suffice for bringing the communication 
from England to Socotra, wlictlier it was af¬ 
terwards to proceed to Bombay, to Calcutta, 
or accoiding to tiic combined plan of the Brn- 
gai Committee, viz. from Socotra to Bombay, 
to Gallc, to Madras, and to Calcutta, and ad- 
xniUiag Bombay to he the best place, if it is to 
be confined to one port, the only additional 
expense would ho in the line from Socotra to 
Calcutta, ill whicli line, besides the King’s 
Government of Ceylon, are included tlie two 
principal Indian Presiilcncies, and one of 
them the seat of the Supreme Goyerrimerit 
and of course the centre of all political move¬ 
ments of con.scqiiencc ; llie relative commer¬ 
cial and indeed moral importance of Calcutta 
may be seen by referring to the'''Memorial, tlie 

' „ , moral by the facility wliicli 

graphs 5*6. ib^n^Ta be aflorded for the 

of Cotniniitce’s le.ter sprcad tlirou..b- 

to Lord WilliAiii ItoM- out India of European 
linck, 28th .I.uniaiy Arts, Science* and Know- 
and the pails of (,v jiie very en 

jpiSkMS'r'"fo. 


Siirdali, Cuinn, extending llKf 

(. Kiidilca, eominnnication' 

f KSSa, 

I .fungypote. 

Ttigrrahal, 

Coining, 

Hogfeporc, 

Aloagliur, 

Patna, 

Dina pore, 

’ Ibixur, 

<’)lni7.'S!pare, 

• I'tcnarcs, 

t Chuu.ir! 

liliizapore. 

Atlaliabail, 

It docs not appear that any individual lias 
tel ventured to oppose tlie cominuiiicatioii for 
its own sake ; no one lias atlenipted to urge 
lliat its establishment is not fraiiglit with ad¬ 
vantages to both countries ; there arc doubt¬ 
less various opinions as to the extent of these 
advantages, but no one has ventured to say 
that the communication would lead to evil or 
even tliat it is useless. The Court of Direc¬ 
tors llieinselves ailmitthat it would be advari- 
tagcuiis, and tbeir organ, Mr. Peacock, in his 
meuiuraiidiiiii, presented to the Committee of 
the House of Commons, dated 2iid December, 
1833, says •* tor tlie objects coiilemplatcd by 
the Indian Governments, 
steam navigation would 
require to be carried on, 
on a targe and eiricicnt 
scale between doing it 
efficiently and not doing 
it at all, tliere seems to be 
no ailvisablc medium.'' 


whicii are despatched 
t See Memoiial. thenu#, and the fComnici'- 
cinl by the great amount 
of commerce involved in part of tliose letters; 
again the faeiliUes afforded for the extension 
of ilmjipommuuicution throngli the very heart 
* of India by 

, * See atyswpany meinaraivluiii means of the*Ri- 
by CapiMiij!,Johnson. ri,eseSt.-a- verSlnamers and 
.ners ni.their progress pass the fol- 


low^ jHaces. 
Vbf^nMderhwit. 


Cotntnarcolly, 
. U«ulcab, 


Via Bhdgniity. ffation of the 
Kerampoie, * Ganges would of 
Cbaodemagorc, lhemsnlvc.s cs- 
llooghly, tahlish the cx- 

Sooksaugor, ^ p.tiiency of 


• rhU is a fund:)ment¬ 
al priitciple and can¬ 
not be too much insist¬ 
ed on ; for a communi¬ 
cation would be entire¬ 
ly inefficient unless cai ■ 
tied 1(1 iiumliay, tu 
Ceylon, to Vladicis .inil 
to Calcutta, and tli.it 
with the utmost des - 
patch possible. 

Tlic essentia Is for working out tliis principle 
(»f Ml. iPeaoiiek, are, first, that tlie eoiiimiiiii- 
catioii should spread along tiieshorcs of India 
from one extioniity to (he otiicr, viz. from 
Bombay to Callo, to Madras, to Calcutta, witli 
the prospective extu'ision of a branch olffioni 
Gallc to Penang, Malac¬ 
ca, Singapore and China, 
and* Hiiethei possibly to 
the Mauritius from Socu- 
tra. 

Tlic second essential is 
dcsjuUc/t; and (lie tiiird, 
which is almost a caiol- 
lary of the second,—sin¬ 
gle Agency througlioiit 
out (he whole liue from 
Calcutta to England with 
(he branch from Bombay 
to Socotra. Tiie necessi¬ 
ty fur the first essential 
will be apparent by com¬ 
paring the diminutive 
consequences (though 
cau.sing great cxpenecs) 
o^confiiniqg,thp commu- 
nicalioia*’to Bombay with 
the enlarged consequences (at a comparatively 
small additional expence) of the extension as 
above.* This comparison may he made by reler- 
ing to the letter of the Comiiiillec to liord 


' It may at pieseut 
p(-rbaps be consiidered 
as looking far into the 
womb time ; but 
every tiling tends tu 
slipw iliiit sucb a com- 
cuinuiiieaiion being 
establislieJ, a brancli 
off to ilie Indus fiom 
Socotra may ei’e long be 
reiiuirud to give lullcd- 
I'uci to tiieinipoitant ob¬ 
ject of intioducing the 
knowledge and Science 
of Europe-throughout 
India,and indeed reap¬ 
ing from, the latter 
(the couritries in the 
neighbouiliood of the 
Indus) a rich harvest 
of c’ommerrial wealth 
Ixsiides opening the road 
for classical research. 
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Williant Bentinck ;in(] lii.s renlv, and it may bn|iiuplie« to a monthly » , 
arnrmed that tho Krent object of the.conim.mi. 

The nccciiaity for the aucond cssentinl Dus jthe accrtiiimodalionit so airniij^ed, that there 


PATCH may be ^nthercil from the ^ery natineUhall be a portio-i rfol apart Cor each, 
of the thiii}v itself. If the eomAiinication |>re.sideiicics and Ceylon in the propori 


, of the 
lion of 


wine innnihly it would he e.ssential, huen1i.se 
the piinciple hein^t to en.snre ns speedy inter¬ 
course as po.s'<il)le,nnless the speediest possible 
is laid down as a fnndainental principle of tlic 
eoinmnnication, there is no saying wlicic w^ 
arc to stop in ndinittingof del:iy;*hut in a qii!* - 
tcriy nominiiniciition it is positively indis¬ 
pensable to admit of all India answering letters 
received by tlio return Steamer, and thi.s at.so 
rentiers it indispensable that there should he 
no delay of the Steamer at Snea. 

The third essential is necessary—first, he- 
• For this s-e p.ira- wilhoiU It ,hcro, 

sr.iplisHSf') ofIl.o letter cannot be the most* coni- 
to Lord William lien- picte ilcspateli ; for even 
tinck mid ilie la«i oart if there was a steanier to 
of hU reply marked 1. ,-,.o,n England to 

Alexandria,independent of tlielTalta mail, and 
thence enabled to procecdwitlionl slopping ex¬ 
cept for fuel, still if the responsibility of the 
carrier ceasedllicrc, it would he necessary to 
give time for the transfer of the packets and 
unmeioiis pae.kiigos and parcels for all India 
to another Agent. Passengers desiring ho pro¬ 
ceed witli the speed of the packets would 
have to make atraiigcmenls for that purpo.se, 
and prohalily he at Suez too late, and there 
would he no soeniity Hint cither passengers 
<>( pareels could be convoyed tliioughoiit with¬ 
out wailing a period in Egypt. 

Again, valuable packages and parcels eoiild 
nut be sent with any ordinary se.ouiity except 


: their reiiitive intercourso, and let each have 
ifoiir separate holds or receptacles for the 
i packets, parcels, and packages and baggage 
of each plaec, and lat each of them in other 
matters be prewetij alike. .V<su'iie that leav¬ 
ing England, say on the first of .Innuary, the 
sicamcr will reach Alexandria on the *2lMh. 
On arrival, the cnolractor's agent should he in 
readiness for the transport of the whole to 
Suez. This, after the most efiioient arranito- 
nienls possible sHill have been had for the 
express purpose, independent of the contem¬ 
plated rail road bet .veen (Jair i and .Sncz.iiiiglit 
be done in four d lys, or .sai five. Tlie party 
would arrive thereon the 23.1 .1 tnuaiy. They 
embark, and having in the English steamer 
occnpjeil their own separate aceunimudalioiis 
they would on joining the Indian steamer go 
to preciieh/ similar ; it being part of the. plan 
that the tiirec large vessels are in uvenj vexpeH 
alike: passengers (casual they may be called) 
who liavo been ^pending time in Egypt must 
of eonr.se take their chance for vacant aecom- 
inodations of which there can be little doubi, as 
very many of those who came from England as 
well as of those leaving India for E igland, 
would remain a period in Egyfit. The Indian 
mails, &c. in the mean time goon to Alexan¬ 
dria, and embark there on the 28lh Jan., and 
arrive in R igland 1.5th February, ns the .steam¬ 
er has not got again to go before 1st April, she 
has plenty of time to relit, an J so on thraiigh- 
oiit the ye ar. 


on one agency througlioiit; from Calcutta there 


would be cl large (|Ufiiiiiiy of parcel.^ for dos- 
paleli by evuiy steamer, some of value. Now 
a party having to send .-uch a package, say of 


The Indian steamer left .Suez the 231 Janu- 
• ary, the distance frnni Suez to Jinlda is (i2.'i 


j! well.s. or peails, can iii Calcutta only make!,from Judda to Soeotra 12.50, in 
airaiigciiieiiis for Its conveyance to Suez; tlicl._^„ miles, and such a Steamer ns 

owners of the steamer would say at that place „ie„uoncd might proceed the* whole 
our responsibility ceases ; to whom is it then di itaiiee without going to 

to be cut!listed ! to an Agent there ? but time! • 'I'here U a strung Judda, that however, is of 
must be rcipiiied for the inlerehang# and foi and scieoiiR.- paiiy at little cuusequenee for the 
the Agent there to give receipts to the com- liome, wliosemoiio is presentillustiation;butal- 
matider of the steamer, and then again it has lowinganavoragctlirougli- 

to be transferred in like manner at yoxandria r ' preserve out of 6 knotsd inches per 

and again at Malta! How can this be done the machinei^ more hour or 160 miles perdiein, 
with all the packages and parcels from India wiili a view to make with a 30 liouis, stay at 
and being done, if any loss ensues, how is thP H last a longer pBiiod she would get to 

party to proceed to recover? no one would Soeotra on the 4th Fobru- 

ensure .safe delivery under such cirenm emrent voya"e. ary. Here a Bombay Steam- 
stances. Again, a passenger arriving in Egypt, Where despatch is not er of reduced size and 
whelbcr bound to England from India or from a positive essential, charge, would be waiting ; 
England to India, could never'b* sore of shnrtstages and long she having brou»-|it the 
li^iidiiig a vacancy in tbc steamer leaving Bombay Cargo to tile largo 

Egypt either way. Ih Ibis, as in alt similar is the principle Steamer on *lier way to 
case.s the simplest course is the best*, and and there should not Snr-z. She would start im- 
nothingcan be niorc^iinpie tliau the following be one m</hiew'.s more mediately on getting her 
conducted by <me contractor for the wAr/Ie/me. delay rtmn is necessary freijriiton boarrland would 
, ruiu b..- r^ Let there be* Jwo steam tor security, ‘‘'"I reach Bombay in. eight 

„ da,., », o„ .1,; Feb. 

nioatiun, bui ot couiiac powerfol class on ctjnty there U nu fiiary, at day^ 

the ydtna fuasoning this sWe, bthAglng to patch, bui italiouW be Eugland. 
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the securitjr of e meH gta 
coach. it|s.sii«|coa* tliet’ii 
tenaed, that proyidea 

the machioera RD(1 
bflilen iiiaKc the voy- **■>’* 
age it k of little Coo- the L 
aequeaco' how they day, a 
eame iato port 3 days 
where they c«« be put 
10 order j but it le coo- 
tended that not one “^hy, a 
second’a delay elionid on the' 
be allowed for the outta t 
tneie puipose of pro- or 56 d 
longina the period, 
duiing which the ma- ^5"“ ” 
chiaery, &c, may be '“US wi 
retained eerriceable to Sue 
with a view to save woald 
the eapence of new 
ftloreuver, it is chiefly 
the boilers that require 
this relaxation, and 'Were t 
prn'lmbly the new mi-- cla'ta 01 
thoit of ilwtiliini;'aiiit' raiio'eill 
water may do away j,tea"mui 
with tliiadilficuhy, but 


on the l&tli and reach (?a)- 
outta in 6 days or the 2dth 
or 56 days from Bn^lhnil 


Staying a day at Socotra of Augiwl 1034, the lasit wasiattaohedltl ^wm- 
theCaleHUaateanier would a»y 1^6, tand up to the ^reaont tinie tttASe 
leave it on (he 5ih Febru boats have made 18 Tdyages updtt eaefa'wood¬ 
ary, and reach Galle on sion, filleft With ffeig’hi, and generally with 
the I5tb, stay liie-e one passengers also, ^he deinaml for freight for 
day, and reach^Madras in goods verx far exceeds the presenl iltnited 
3 days nine hours, stay the mepn-S of meeting it, add upon every oocasion 
remaining portion of the of the despatch of a boat, nhany hundreds of 
day, and she would leave feet of cargo are rejected for want of space, to 
onthelPtli and reach (?al- the great mortification of the native merejiants, 
outta in 6 days or the 23th the principal shippers, who are more titan 
or 56 days from Bnglhnd compensated for the high charge of freight 
or33 from Sui-a. Having (filo rupees per ton measurement or 160 per ton 
thus worked froin Caieutia weight) hy a lessened rate of insurance and 
to Suee and back she quick return. The demand for passage is 
woald lay up, and the 2d greatest, and also exceeds the present means 
steamer go with the next of meeting it at that season of the year when 
quarterly trip; and if there ndividuais and families from the remotest 
were three of the latge .stations, williin the Bengal and Agra territo* 
dais on this side, the ar- ries, flock to the most oonveniont stations on 
raiigriiient might be that a he hanks of the Ganges, for the advantage of 
steamer might always be water oarriage to Calcutta, to embark tliem- 
waitiiig at Suck for the selves or their children-for Europe; those also 
English mails, Ike. yyhtch who arrive in Calcutta, destined to the Upper 
would ensure that no delay Provinces, are delighted to find tlie means of 
took place either way, and speedy conveyance to their respective stations, 
the steamer would have which enables them to perform in three weeks, 
Itreat relief, only two crews 1 journey that before the establishment of 
would be required. tiese boats occupied as many months, but 

none are more loud in their praises of this 
E IROV RTHAMERB NAvirA. Undertaking than the booksellers and 

p..bU,1,e,.. Th. p,ri.dk»l. of E«,op. and 
America are dispersed at a quick and cheap 
ate over the greater part of India by this 
r rail roads can have a 'aluable branch of India steam navigation, 
extend oommetcc and in- ' may he charged with an anachronism in 
Btween the remotest pro- calling internal steam navigation; a branch of 
d Agra, including witliin hicli the steam doe-s not yet exist (viz. the 
pecially along the Ininks Steam Communication between England aud 
;he principal comineroiai Caieutia) but let it be remembered that this 


this ruIasaiioD, and'Were three of the latge 
proinbly the oew nn-- class on this side, the ar- 
thoit of distilling' 8-.1 It raiigeuient might be that a 

Sl.i2r«icRhy?but “‘ways be 

Captain Jobnstou has ?**^*’/**^ 
suggested two tell of English mails, &c. yyhtch 
botUn. would ensure that no delay 

took place either way, and 
the steamer would have 
great relief, only two crews 
would be required. 

MQTeS TCUCHIN6 THE IRON RTKAMERS NAVIGA¬ 
TING THE GANGES, IN CONNECilJN WITH STEAU 
NAVIGATION TO ENGLAND. 


Nothing short of rail roads can have a 
greater tendency to extend commerce and in- 
torcotnmunication between the remotest pro¬ 
vinces ef Bengal and Agra, including witliin 
their range, and especially along the ininks 
of the Ganges, all the principal comineroiai 


and military stations of tlie two Presidencies, bad its existence in the mind of the whole 
than the establishment of the iron steam- Europedn population of India, and of those 
boats on the Gauges. This measure original- in Europe, who took an interest in the welfare 
«d with Lord William Bentinck, and was, per- of India, many years before the internal steam 
baps, the first to which bis attention was di- navigation was perhaps thought of, or at least 
reeled on his arrival in India, in IH28. The cunsiik-red praotiaalfle ; and that the habit of 
difficnlly of uniting in the boats to be employ- considering the former as an indispensable, a 
ed, qualities renderded indispensable by the paramount object, necessary to the good Go- 

_ —A* At. ___J I.• i-v.i 


peculiarities of those ri- vernment and the prosperity of India, led 
• B'ventually they version which they were naturally, in the comprehensive mind of the 
are intended to navi- navigate, via, large ea- nobleman who has been Us cbiefest promoter 
gae e er lampu paoity • for cargo and pas- and support, to the contemplation of the great- 

aengers,aAd extreme light- est possible extension of the benefits he fore- 
ness of draft, rendered it necessaiy to tax the saw as crowning its saocessful acooinplish- 


ingenuity of Eirglieli mechanists, and the de¬ 
sideratum was at last obtained in a, boat, the 
Lord William Bentinck, first tried upon the 


meiit., 

' The existing demand for Tonnage on tJie 
Steam Boats at the present prices, would 


river Thames,oonstruoted of iron by Maudlays, scarcely be met by a weekly dispatch, and the 
Bms and Field, fitted with their patent os- four iron boats whose monthly voyages oh the 
eifiating Engines and capable of tugging at Gangei have hitherto been bounded by the 
the rate of 7 miles per hour; anthor iron boat connuenae of that river with the Jumna, pan 
of eqit^ dimensions and draft of water, capa- only be considered as the nucleus of a^ 
Lie OTaohoifimodaUng a large number of pas- establislunent, whose operations will be eg- 


smUi^ trfth aboht 3,000 culnc feet or 43 tons 

df' eargo. Four pair of these boats, *Ttteri< 
^eeetooiiveaietftTorconstraction inCndia, inayceruii 
ie sent to Clrfctttta,1jy ordet of the Court of 
Ulreetors of the Bast IndiefCompany. The onfhie 1 
hrst ptdr was cowiilete, and began to ply Agra on th 
between CalcntlA and Allahabad, in the end ^ 


tended* , wherever vraler 
*Tlierivoriteame« maybe found fqr naylgU* 
may ceruiniy era long fion j'and carrying com- 

rul onhieGangrt.and’httle known, 
AgraontheJnmna. will open Out the resouroet 
^ of the Empire ontii the 
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d^fiMindit of trade -shall .require, and the pros¬ 
perity of the country admit of, the adoption 
of a more speedy means of transit*, rail roads 
oroanals, most probably the formed, will then 
aupersede the coinparativeiiy tardy and hazard¬ 
ous steam boat, and the ehangiu);' and rapid 
livers of India will cease to be th^high road 
for all but hay, straw, and timber rafts. 

That this will come to pass, I have no 
donbt, hut how much will the time of its ao< 
oomplishment be accelerated by m Steam 
Communication with Europe ! I ! British 
capital employed to clear tfte roads and 
work the minds of North America, to esta¬ 
blish rail roads and other public works, and 
commercial oompanles on the continent of 
Europe, is withheld from India only beoanao 
India is too remote and diflicuit of access, and 
the interval of ooinraiinication too tedious for 
the sanguine capitalist who chooses to watch 
the finctuatioiis and progress of his specula¬ 
tions ; but (ill np this guljih of separation, 
shorter the time of oommunination, and above 
all, give a facility to personal intercoiirso and 
British capital, Biitish enterprize will speedi¬ 
ly change the jangles and wastes of India 
into luxuriant plantations and rich fields. 

C.onteinplatingsacli results, well might Lord 
Williani Bentinck declare that Steam Com- 
mnnication with England, would be cheaply 
bought at any price. 

By order of the Committee, 

C. B. GREEN I 4 . 4 W, Secretary. 

ind. Gas. .Fan. 6] 

To the Editor of the Bengal Hurknru. 

Sir,—Understanding that a paper is in cir¬ 
culation for the purpose of procuring signa¬ 
tures to an agreement to take sharee in Major 
Head’s Scheme for opening Steam Naviga¬ 
tion between England and India, way of 
the Read Sea, “ on the pledge contained in his 
fetter/” that cventiiHlIy a steamer shall ruy 
on to Calcutta, I wonid observe that there is 
no such pledge at all in ^ajor Head’s letter j 
and what there is comes oniy from a “ Provi¬ 
sional Committee,” and may be easily set 
aside by the permanent Committee, when the 
real prospectus comes out, if, it evendoes so; 
especially as it forms no part of the “ outline of 
the pkm submitted to Government and the East 
India Company ! !” In fact, having this outline 
to ihf above parties submitted £2,00,000 as the 
capital “ for the whole Service,” it is stated in 
a mere letter to the Calcutta Committss, that 

'< The comtemplated outlay of the present 
plan Is not expected to exceed £2,00,000 ; but 
as it nuty he reasonably expected that the under¬ 
taking min eventually embrace a wider range by 
extending the commuAidation 'to Ceyhtf, MmrOs, 
and Calcutta, it is'proposed to form a Com- 
patty composed of 4,000 "shares at £100 eaoTi, 
Of which for the present we only contemplate' 
the call of one hal f.”* > 

But let us sed^undvr this - projected plan, if 
once earned into e^ct to Bfttnoay, "ibhat like¬ 
lihood tbere IB of this « r^soni^le oxpeciaUon 
coming to pass. • 


The prujoctor.s seek £40,000 from the Oor 
vornroent. Hern is, their fundamental error 
in jragard .to the ways and means. They dq 
not take theirj stand holdly oh the resoliitioit 
of the Committee of the .House of Commons, 
that oae-hatf the expense should he burue by 
E.ngiand,a feselntion notoriously in oonsonanee 
with the general feeling of the House, and wMeh 
could nut fail to be responded ,to by the whdie 
coimtry ? they do not even ask His Majesty's 
Government to pay one farthing on the part 
of the British pnhlio in support of that mea¬ 
sure, which Mr. Grant declared it was edhdl’- 
ly “ our interest, polioy, duty and glory, to 
carry into effect; but they literally offer a 
hnbe to the King’s Government ! I t They 
propose to do the Government Mediterranean 
work for £40,000 aoBum ; the present cost 
of which Major Head describes as Toilows : 
But a very close estimate has been made that 
the oifpense to Gavarnment for the perform¬ 
ance of the same duties is £60,000 or 70,000, 
perhaps £80,000 per annum.” I will let pass 
a close estimate giving the results of 60 or 70, 
perhaps 80 thousand pounds, and leave the 
subscribers themselves to judge from this of 
the reliance to be placed on the other esti¬ 
mates; but besides this bonus of £20,000 per¬ 
haps £40,000 per annum. Major Head adds 
a.s a further bribe to the King's Government, 
” besides that the communication between 
England and India wilt be thrown in as a 
bonus !" 

So much for the Glorv that will accrue to 
England bv Major Head's scheme! So much 
for pecuniary assistance from Engiaud, under 
it, towards establishiug the communication !! 

But they ask from the East India Company, 
£25,00 per annum for conveying the official 
despatches nionthlyr to Bombay ; they make no 
provision for additional cantrbution for the 
eventual carriage to Calcutta, in fact they do 
not even hint at any such intention. When, 
therefore, this eventual extentiou comes to be 
considered, their will be other parties, namely, 
the Court of Directors, to consult. How then, 
can the projectors at home come under any 
pledge to extend the communication on which 
the slightest reliance can be placed i and be 
it remembered that the parties here takiitg 
shares OH any such pledge, must pay their 
half, and take their chance of the fulfilment 
of the pledpe, even if it were made; but it is 
not; and such as it is I have shewn that it,is 
not even hinted at borne, but is reserved for 
the community of Jndta alone! and at CaleuUa 
at least it sMms likely to answer the purpose 
for which, if done advisedly, it mast have 
been intended. - 

I am not prepared to say, whether this 
holding out to tlie Calcutta Committee *' a 
reasonable expectation” that the commnnica- 
tiou wiU eventually extend to Calcutta, and 
omitting all mention of any such reasonable 
expectation at home, is done advisedly or not. 
It is certainly vary, remarkable, that Major 
Head's letter to the Chamber of Commerce at 
Liverpool, dated 3d August, though it proceeds 
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1o lay before that hoily the " outline of 
Uie plan,” and, eupieii of the Icitcra to the 
Lords of llie Treaaiiiy and the Ea'^t India 
Company, makes no mention whatever of 
Calentia. or any probable extension,wu/'rfo/"* »< 
the*C/tfitnhet' of Commeret to take shares, 
nor is the reply of the Chamlier of CoiUiiiercc 
sent to us. 


However, I do twt helive that this holding 
out to us a “ reasonable expeotation,’' 
saying nothing about it at home, has been 
done with any sinister view. I rather think 
that, so ignorant were these projectors of what 
is re(|nired in a communication with India, 
tliey never dreamt for one second of such ex. 
tension being at all necessary or even expedi¬ 
ent. I think Major Head’sVirst printed letter 
explains the matter. In it lie adverts to the 
Calcutta and Madras petiiion.s, and it must 
have been on .seeing these tliai the projecior.s 
of a Steam Coniiniinination wiihlnda!' fir.<t 
surmised that ilieir tyus sometliiiiu more in the 
matter than had been dreamt of in their phi¬ 
losophy; bnt instead of opening tlieir eyes toi 


till? impression that the Ea-st India Cuai|(atiy 
will willinyily abandon theirs. 

• ^ « * * * » 

“ Sir. .1. Ffohhoiise. I think it will be pre> 
judicial to your whole project to doebie at 
once wiiatf route you will take. Your first 
pri>pn.sal, as appeal-s to me, if I understand 
you correctly, ia totally distinct from yoiir 
linat re.solulion a.s to the route that yon iiriy 
and jadopt; therefore, if I may be allowed at all to 
een Ia^vi.se, I would roeommend you to coniine 
ya.ir.sclve.s to the e.stablishment of .such a 
scheme as might on consideration he acted on, 
and which experience would shew to be must 
advisable. 


“ Mr. Crawford. I came here entirely with 
tiiat view, and for that purpose, without hav-- 
ing at all made up iiiv mind as to wiiiidi would 
be the best route, bnt having in view Iheestah- 
lishmeiit of a quicker mo.ic of com niiniea- 
tion witii India without at the present mo¬ 
ment licing a party of to any plan. We miy all 
liave our opinions as to which is the best; 


the full extent as to the necessity of remodel- iV aPI»‘^a'-s to me it would he very unwise to 
ling their projeel, tliey aic content, on the spillparticulaily at tlii.s 
of the inonient, to hold out a “ icasunable ex-| ^ 

pectatiun,’' i 

But I inav ask what confidence ran the! Crawloid. ; lint it is in tlie 

subscribers liave that llio scheme will he ex- : Pf‘*'iniinary ari iingeniciiis iliat the parlies must 
tended, when its projectors milv hold it out | •'»i'cdi- 
as a reasonable expectation 1 at least 
liave none. 


Another ground on wliicli I must eonfess I 
have no confidence in the piojectois, inde¬ 
pendent of their scbeiiie, is deiived from llieii 
representation to tlie C.ilcutta Committee of 
the result of their interview willi tlie I’resi 
dent of the Board of Control, cniiiparcd with 
what is given by Captain Burlier in the /fur- 
karu a.s having actually occurred. 

Of this interview thev say in their oHicial 
coininuiiicntiun to the Calcutta Coininiitcr 


iiiciiis in the fair diijiistmciit of tlie detuil.s. 

“ Sir, ,1. nolilioiise, 'I'liiit is a question to 
wliicii, of ruiiisc, you will not expect mo to 
give you an answer this moment. 

“Mr C rawford. Thcoliject is ralhoi tocniist 
your good feeling in favor of llic ohjeet, 
and to sec if the King’s (Tovernincnt and the 
Company cannot be bruiiglil to assist in for- 
warding^,tlic plan. 

“ Mr. Crawford. The great object is to 
know the disposition and views of the tTOvciii- 
ment. I 


A conversation Hrst look place witli ,^ir 
Jolin Holdiousc, H’/ien alt the details of the pro¬ 
ject were discussed. Mr. Oiawford, Mr. Bag- 
sliaw, Mr. Moriison, Mr. Unit, Loid William 
Beniinck, and others picssed the importance 
of tlie present proposal with its advantages, 
&c. 

But the actual conversation gives the fol¬ 
lowing:— 


“ Sir. J. Ilohliouse. Vou do not expect to 
have that to-day ! 

“ Mr. Crawford. No by no means ; this is 
only intdoduclory to that. 

“ Mr. Hutt. Wo wish to lay the project be¬ 
fore you, and afterwards through your inslru- 
montality before the East India Company. 

* * * 


“ Mr. Crawford. The object seems at pre¬ 
sent to be this, to conciliate the favorable opi 
niun of Government, to induce the Govern¬ 
ment to become contractors, to feel the dis¬ 
position of tlie Government whether they are 
willing to change (heir present system, and to 
enter into contracts with responsible persons 
for the purposes which have been mentioned, 
and if so, the parties would also seqj( to have 
the support of the East India Company.« 

• » ♦ • ■ • » « 

“ Mr. Crawford. 1 am anxious not to lead to 
.iPdi.s<'Us.siuii of the relative merits of the plan', 
ai ail; this is not tlie time for that. 1 atn under 


“ Sir. J. Hobhousc. The object of your 
coming here to day is, that you would not like 
to engage in any preliminary steps further 
than the communication you have with one 
another, ])ule.ss you saw a prospect or some¬ 
thing like a chance of encouragement from 
the Government and the East India Com¬ 
pany.*' 

Now, this covorsatioit shews not only that 
there was no discussion of tiio “ details of the 
project ;”«no pressing the “ importance of the 
present proposal" as averred liy Major Head 
III lii.i despatch to the Calcii ta Cuminitlee, 
but ilia't the parties themselves exprc.ssiy 
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distjUitinied «ll idea or loieitatioii 6T discussiR? 
Boj plan at ail I ! ^ ^ 

I eopfes^ that when I soeh an evident 
inelinatlon to have it nnderaioud that the *' pre¬ 
sent proposal” and “project” .M'er^discussed, 
and their importance specially urged—not the 
importance of the communication generally 
-but “ the importance of the present propos¬ 
al with its advantages”—and that the“pr^ 


sent proposal" and “ project" were Wavorahly 
received, and not the general question, I |S- 
peat I confess my confidence Js by no means 
raised ; whi le the entire absence of any eommu 
nlcation of the result of this interview to the 
British Public, although the Times expressly 
reprobated this concealment, tends further 
to repress any feeling of confidence which i 
otherwise might entertain from the respects 
bility of Major Head’s name. Qut it i.s very 
extraordinary that the parties should thus 
furnish to India, 6rst, a result of that interview, 
and secondly, a detailed statement, yet with¬ 
hold studiously iVom the British public any 
further infonnalion beyond expressing that 
they were satisfied, on which the Times de ¬ 
clared they ought to have shewn the grounds of 
their satisfaction. This they did not do at 
home ! 

But I would ask further, where, in any 
part of the conversation, is there the smallest 
indication that, as stated in Major Head's des 
patch, “ further Regulations as to postage, 
conveyance of depatches, &c. was (Que 
were ?) entered into.” 


Does not such a declaration indicate a wish 
to have it supposed that the “ present pro¬ 
posal” and “ project" were so far entertained 
by the President of the Board of Consol and 
the Chairs of the Court of Directors that 
" further regulations !" were entered into in res¬ 
pect to them'! Whereas the fact is that the' 
parties avowed/g y/eni only y> feel the pulse of the 
Government and the Court ! ! 

Next, where is there any detailed state¬ 
ment of probable expenditure and receipts to 
warrant men with ordinary discretion com¬ 
mit their names as subscribers? Even the' 
size of the vessels is not given ; all that is 
said is, that the anual expenditure is estimat¬ 
ed at £1,^,000 or 12,33,000 rupees. The returns 
given are alone those to be derived from the 
King's Government and the East India Com¬ 
pany, and these amount to 6b lacs, having 
5, 73^000 to be obtained from the postage and 
passengers from Bombay alone! I I shall not 
enter into any argument to show that this sum 
cannot be thus raised. It was the bu-siness of 
we prelectors to have shown that it could, 
before they asked the people of India to take 
shares. 

Ne'kt. Who Ha^subseribed for shares at 
home.? notone name is giveii, They vhave a 
h(wt of names to the following and to these 
only eoneurrehee of ike Liverpool 

Chstmher of Cotnmeree. ' / ^ 


' “ We, the andersignod, are therefore 
reference to a resolution of Comaiittoe- af 
the House of Commons) otopinion, that ifjt 
regukr and speedy eom»ohi<i!ation of StefW 
Vessels between this country add ludia Tifl. 
the Red §ea were establigheiu, it Nould topA 
materially to promote the coiMmercial interests 
of both countiies, and be in various cither 
respects productive of national adyantafeS." 


Thi.-i is all that the projectors have been ena- 
bled to sho w us of the feeling of the merehailia 
of London, when they come and ask hs to take 
shares in their Project, throwing out to us the 
bait of a “ reasonable expectation” that they 
will extend the commnnication to Calcutta, 
which expression'of a reasonable expectation 
some wise-acre here has constrhed/ into a 
Pledge ! I I say nothing hero of the sacri'ffce 
of the Indian part df the project to that of tb'e 
Mediterranean, by which the correspondence 
of India is to be detained at Malta till the 
Falrapnth Mail may start, and not even then 
to be received on board nniessit has under¬ 
gone the process of fumigation. I say nothing 
of the great expenditnre and little benefit to 
India. The objections to the project appear 
to be so plainly exposed in the correspond¬ 
ence lately published, that I need not repeat 
them. I am satisfied that the parties who have 
subscribed to the project have been induced 
to do so from the most anxious and zealous 
motives, but [ do not think they have exercis¬ 
ed discretion. 


I would put two things to their considerati¬ 
on. First, I will suppose the present project for 
opening the communication to Bombay alone 
perfect in itself, and I wilt suppose that the 
project does (wiiicli it does not) contain a 
most distinct pledge on the part of the projec¬ 
tors, eventually to bring it on to Calcntta. 
This, 1 think, is placing the question in the 
most favorable point of view possible as an in« 
ducement to people here to subscribe ; but let 
us look a little further { as yet we have not ti^u 
least reason to suppose that whenever the 
King’s Government and the Court agree in 
the principle, viz. that it is expedient to es¬ 
tablish any Steam Communication at all, they 
will not carry it into effect perfectly. The op - 
position is at presout confined alone to the 
principle ; and it is now understood to be li¬ 
mited to the smallest possible majority in the 
TCourt. 

Tlie subject has but very lately been taken 
up at home at all. The petitions of Caloutta 
and Madras had yet to be brought before the 
Birtish public. The Calcutta Committee, in 
their late letter to the Bombay Comnuttee, have 
declared that they have directed that “cer¬ 
tain measqres should be pursued for making 
it (the Calcutta petition) known through tho- 
country, and they confidently expect, when 
the measures shaikhave been taken, that the 
feeling in favor of the Communication will^ 
bo so general that the opposition to it mait' 
yield.” 
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TJt«>e arraQr^mMite will have been brought 
t« boar la aU.>September; and surely we may 
beaovtoM to wait and «ee what elfent they 
ttUl^ava'in stintulating the British publio to 
aaiijTtxr tjhe>Qeinnianication as we have done 
When parliament next opens, the Cai* 
and Madras Petitions will be presented, 
beiiig backed by the intermediate discussion 
in, and by the support of, it is to be hoped And 
ecjMDted, tbe whole British Press, of England, 
of Scotland, of Ireland, Gan any other resnit 
be well xpeoted, but that opposition will be 
disarmed, and the oommunication resolved 
npon. 

Now, the organ of the Court of Directors 
|h this matter has it expressly declared, that 
‘^betwheo doing it ollioientry and not doing it 
•t nit, there, seems to be no adriseable me¬ 
dium and 1 would ask when did theCourt 
of Directors ever undertake any great mea- 
nnre of this kind, and not carry it through 
edeetualiy. Hence it is, I am led to conclude, 
that when opposition ceases, and arty thing 
at all is dons, it will be done “ effieientlyx' anci 
that can only be done by extending it "to Cal- 
outta. But assuming that it is not extended 
to Calqntta, their can be no question but that 
It most go to Bombay, Why, therefore, 
ahoold we now do any thing that should imply 
oar eoucurronce in its doing so alone for one 
single voyage ? Would not snch a course, 
without advancing the establishment of the 
oommunication to Bombay one day, be likely 
to prevent its extension ? 

Secondly. I have argued this part of the 
question as if the “ present proposal” and 
“ project” were perfect as regards Bombay, 
and that there was a distinct pledge that ii 
should be eventually extended. 

But neither is the case, and therefore the 
argnments used have increased force, inde¬ 
pendent of this, consideration, and a most im¬ 
portant one it is, namely, that the parties who 
mfty now conditionaiiy take shares on this 
misoelled pledge, will find themselves planed 
In asitnetion of diffionlty, and perhaps annoy* 
anoe to themselves, should any other more 
perfect project be produced ; than which few 
things are more likely, whenever the King’s 
Oevernment and the Court onited in determin¬ 
ing that the commnnioation shall be opened. 
When they do so, they will lay dgwn the plan; 
and surely all our endeavours should be devot¬ 
ed to induce them to adopt the most perfect 
and efficient. 

Let them bear in mind, that the project to 
^nteh they are about to commit themselves, 
tfru got up, not only in otter ignorance of 
^st was doing in India, bat in snch entire 
^no^ce of what is really required for India, 
twjji ty ;!jUi bhfore noticed, in their original 
liny never dreamt of the smallest 
nhe^srly'ofany,extension. Their ^ews were 
Hmlted |b 1|6mBiiy; and it was only when 
they VeM Ihe Calbatta and Bombay petitions 
that opened Ihieir eyes *to the fact. No, 
jsot jsven that', ^nt, the simple surmise I thus 
expressed': it may be reasonably 


! expected, that the undertaking will, fiec.”. Timt 
such is thffir ease, there can be no doubt; for 
unless it isikto, there can be no other oonciu- 
sion come to, than that there is one prr^ect for 
home and another for India, which, for their 
intogrity’sfake, I have distinctly diselaimed. 

As, therefore, this project was proposed be¬ 
fore It was known that we were stiring onr- 
|cives, and aslo in utter ignorance of whgt is 
required^or India ; and, moreover, as these 
[d'ojeolors themselves have deulared that our 
pftition and memorials, though at tbe time 
only known through the niedinm of the Indi¬ 
an papers, had “ materially strengthened the 
cause, and been useful instruments on the oc¬ 
casion : when, farther, we are told, that energe¬ 
tic measures have been directed to be adopt¬ 
ed to bring these petitions and memorials to 
the notioe of the whole British population, 
through the median of the Press, ought we 
not to wait the result of what has been done, 
before we commit ourselves to any project 
short of tlie most perfect and comprehensive 
one ; may we not otherwise be found in the 
situation of a chess-player, who betrays his 
second move before he has seen tbe effect of 
liis first ! 

I desire not to be misunderstood quite. I am 
sensible that the exertions of Major Head have 
been of eminent use in bringing the matter to 
sumetning of a crisis at home. The outline of 
his project has done all that it can do of itself; 
but backed hy the effect, which it may be ex¬ 
pected the Calcutta and Madras petitions will 
produce, we may fairly calculate on its bring¬ 
ing the King’s Government and the Court of 
Directors to unite, in determining, that the 
communication shall be opened. To them 
it belongs of right, but especially un¬ 
der the resolution of the Couiniittec of the 
House fif Commons, to determine the route, 
&c., until they do determine this, surely it 
^hould he our business to urge the most com¬ 
plete and comprehensive scheme on them. 

Calcutta, January 9, 1837. 

\_Tndia Gazette, Jan. 11,1837. 


To Editor of the Bengai. Hdrkard. 

Sir, —In yonr remarks to-day, on the widely 
discussed subject of Steam Communication, 
and tbe conduct of the Bombay Steam Com¬ 
mittee, I certainly think you have done the 
latter injustice, and overlook thecircorastano- 
es in which they were placed when the resolu¬ 
tions lately promulgated were passed. Tbe 
Government of Bombay had then received 
dispatches conveying tbe sentiments of their 
Hon'blwMasters, and positvely forbidding any 
future mission of tbe Hugh Lindsay, or the in¬ 
curring of any expense, with overland packets. 
The Community of Bombay were then in en¬ 
tire ignorance of Major Head’s plan, except 
some stray extracts froii private letters, which 
appeared in fbe newspa^r^ but none of the 
details, as conveyed to us and pblisbed here 
were in their possession.. I cannot conoeive, 
therefiTre, that the conduct of the Bombay 
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CSommittee, in the»<! resniotiooii, can Botnba; line, except daring the boistero<a« 

bea aM;uer of eomiemnatton, exoeifia so far, months of the S. W.. monsoon, no obstadsait 
as they diverted any partcf the .finds from wahtever present themselves to the oomaiutiir- 
the Sea to the-Euphrates route. These cation being constant and regular, and eveli 
resolntions were framed under the impres* those ail nded to may be^ overcome ; but io the. 
siun titatthe Court of Directors had|iaterdiot> Calcutta line,' beaides tim, S. W. monsooin^. 
ed the Communication on the ground of the the gteamers would be esrposed^the chancejaf 
expense, and in the hope that the placing of bad weather and iaterruptions.at other |>eriieSte'‘ 
the Bombay fund at the disposal of Govern- of t4o year ; as fur example, tbe galeS in tfaal 
meat would prevent the interruption to the* Bay in October and November ; the vretdtofl|; 
communication from such a cause, lb likely gales off Ceylon, which, oa two cecasdCbs, 
to prove detrimental to the Steam Communi- obliged the JEnterprize aad Falcon topmt.S/iSk' 
cationby lessening the interest cuuneclod with after attempting to round Dondra Head. AR! 
it. 1 quite agree with you in respect to the our experience hitherto, from this side, does' 
proposal to divert part of the funds to the £u- not tend to diminish the force of whht 1 have 
phraies route. 1 can only attribute its origin advanced ; and knowing tbe ioefiioienoy of 
to the presence of Colonel Chesney in Bombay, the means atanyeof the other ports except 
and the influence of personal intercourse over- Bombay and Calcutta, to repair qn accident to 
coming matured judgment and experience. the steamer, 1 ask where would the greatest 

delay take place, considering the distance of 
From circumstances which have since taken the space to be retraced. It is at tbe onteat 
place, this proposal is likely to fall to the th^t disappointment would be keenly fell, 
ground ; and although your uontempoiary of and any interruption to the working of the 
tbe Courier alludes to a supply of coals being cotnp^hensive scheme would be far more in- 
destined for tbe Persain Gulph, as indicative juriuus and lasting than a suspension, whioli 
of au intention on the part of Guvernnienl to : would be merely temporary, from the other 
keep up tbe Syrian communication, 1 think it side, whore the means of repair are much 
m(»re iikeiy the coiils are iiieaiit for the use of more at hand, 
the uew Steamers, to he hereafter employed 

in these Seas lu the suppression of piracy and In the 9tli para, of the Secretary's ieHter an 
taking the place of the Indian navy urqisers. objection is raised to Major Head's plan un- 
Nothing should allow us to be diverted from derail erroneous feeling. It is on the score 
the Red Sea route, which will eventually be of separata agencies, and the supposition that 
the true and only one. the E. I. Company is meant to undertake the 

transit of the mails from Alexandria to 
At the risk of incurring your censure. I Suez. Now let any one read the.outline 
venture a few remarks on the objections raised marked No. 2—and 1 cannot imagine how 
by Mr. Gfeeiilaw to tbe proposals of the new Mr. Greenlaw could have eoooeded the E; 1. 
Company, communicated by Major Head and Co. as the parties meant. This paper states the 
otber.v. In the 7lh para, of the Calcutta new company are to have two steamers to be' 
Committee’s reply, Mr. Greenlaw draws the confined to the communication between Malta 
attention of the provisional CommiTteo in and Alexandriat {i\\e transit from Alexandria 
London to Captain Wilson’s opinion, “ that m Suez to be undertaken by the Company), 
during four months the strength of the nion- ,|t then states four veeeeU are to he employed 
soon operates so, as if not to prevent the com- for the service between Suez end Bombay, No 
muuicaiion from Bombay, at least to render one can suppose the New Company, who have 
it useless. “ In justice to CaptainWilsoo.let it the charge of the commanioation in the Me- 
be stated, this opinion was given under reset- diterraoean and Red Sea, could mean to 
vatioii and applied to his experience in the surrender such charge, to tbe East India 
Hugh Lindsay ? but query ? do not the same Company for the transit in Egypt. No; Mr. 
arguments have any iurce in respect to the Greenlaw's objections, therefore, to separate 
ooininuoioation by steam from Calcutta agencies and fall to the ground. If the East 
during the same period? Positive experiment India Company liad'been meant, they are put 
with efficient deesUt, oan alone settle the with uiuoh fofee, and are unanswerable, 
question as to the practicability of steaming^ 

against tbe S. W. monsoon, both as to the Passengers I must still consider secondarjrl' 
power of the steamers and as to the time : What, after all, are the accommodations 
opinions on this bead are quite at variance ; which the steamers will afford, and the nuin-, 
but 1 aiirnot so sanguine as entirely to over-^ ber of persons they will be able to take? I 
look the chances of disasters which may venture to say tliey-will be totally inadequate 
oonasiou a general dtsappuintment ancf create to carry the number of passengers who would 
an irremediable gap in the chain of cpmmu- prefer the route overland; and »> proof of 
nication. Ilia a matter of serious enquiry, this assertion may be found from the number 
in tbe infancy of steam commuuioation with of paHsengers as stated in the shipping lists, 
Europe, ^feh plan Js likely to be most which tiiis season have left Bombay in sailing 
exjliosed ’l»^,^, wM lsasttefS, and whether the vessels tor tbe Red Sea. Dispatch is the matis 
Mace to.Af( ftom^ Galoutti round eMeniie/oftheSteaja Communication, but sueA, 

Cojrlon',’ScoBijtoroa with that from-Bouibay, dispatch is not the principle object of pa»« 
dobs uqt present a mooh wider tiold^ ^ the sengors in taking the Red Sea route. The dis- 
oocarrenoeofsttch nntoward eventsi la the agreoahlencss of n tong sea voyage, curiosily 
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Galen, or a Hip|{Q(^ratC9t Goavinced aa they lexpreasing bis displeasure at her wishes to 
are of the ol' tlieix. thastur and mun- marry a pocfr cottager, the hoary JVareda madp 

tert in realtn^g, whatever they wish, they his appearance. The Rajah instantly sprang 
thiiilc R a duty ioeumbeattipon them to attend from his seat and falling prostrate before him, 
tu4lie holy inatriietioAs of the brahmins; and, received him with thousands of salutations. 
hoWjBvev delusive and unreasonable may be In the conue of conversation the Rajah in* 
the'vaticinations of those infernal tj/hilt, they trod need the subject of his daughter's mar- 
are always listened to with awe and venera- riage, when he was told that the young man 
tion>. In order to brighten their looks, en- with whom she had fallen in love would live 
liauce their charms, and enthral the liearts'of only eighteen years, and that if she wished to 
their husbands, they worship onoe a day in marry hint she must soon make herself a 
th^ ..mtmth of Bys^ a brahmin and a brahmin widow. Suchy prognostication as this filled 
WAmau. First of all they make these objects the*mind of the Rajah with dismay and horror, 
of. their adoration sit on two pieces of wood Heinimediately had his daughter brought and 
known by the name of peeraht, and, washing acquainted her with this prophesy ; hut nothing 
their feet and cooling tiiem with a fan, give could he of any avail to shake her resolution, 
them a few fruits and swe^itmeats to eat. She still persisted in lequestiiig the Rnjah to 
They sometimes beautify the feet of a marry her to the cottager. She rose and stood 
brahmin woman only with a little quantity of 
pounded turmeric softened v'ith water, comb 
her hair, .adorn her head, with a spot of red 
lead., and give her a betel, fioin a conviction 
that Uiey will never be widows. That their 
brothers may have long livet, they remain 
speechless every afieiiiuoii in this month, and 
never open their lips as lung as the firmament 
is net studded with stars, and their evening 
prayers are not all over. In the month of 
Joyett all molheis and muthers-in-law bless 
their sons and sons-in-law, with iome fruit 
and sweetmeats to prolong theiI lives. Those 
who are desirous of making their husbands 
immortal, celebrate also in tliis month, for 
fourteen successive years, a brotoe called 
Habetro Choto Dostee. Eveiy wife who per¬ 
forms this brotoe has, of cuur.se, to fast until a mother both blind and sinking jntu the in- 
it is solemnized, to mutter with her family firmities of age. They were before, the Rajah 
brahmin (poorokut) a jargon of muntersi to and Ranee of an eastern country, whence they 
deck the neck of her lord with garland.s of were driven away by a very powerful enemy 
flowers j to present him sandal shoes, a doatsf", of theirs, and being thus bereft of all kingly 
and a ehadar, and make him taste a variety of ruagiiificence they thought it proper to live in 
deltctous eatables. The origin of this brotoe that jungle. In the course of a few days they 
is founded upon the following story of became so pleased with Sosttra for tier devot- 
Mahabharnt. One evening in spiing, when V‘g herself to their service, that they felt 
the sciting sun wasdanoing over the tremulous proud of having her as their daughter-in-law; 
waves of ocean, with his roseate company of hot as years were rolling away after years Sa- 
clouds, and the sweet breathings of molaah vttra could not be at ease and begun to revolve 
(south wind), mingled with the nentarous in her mind the prophecy of Nareda. The 
songs of kokeelttt, were heightening the en- fatal day at last arrived. It was dusk :—iSu(ta- 
ofiantment of the vernal scenery of nature, can left 4tis hut to bring some fire wood from 
Savitra, lovely and blooming as she was with an adjoining forest, and Savitra, who was 
youth and beauty, mounted a ru(A accoin- aware of the calamity which was to befal her, 
panied by some damsels tortake a drive in could not refrain from following him though 
the air. After having amused herself with she was persuaded by all from doing so. Their 
the sight of many curious objects she chanced vvay lay across a tangled bush, which, as soon 
to come oyer a forest, where she saw a very as they walked over, they came in sight of 
handsome young man, of extremely attractive some huge old trees. Suttavan olimbed one 
features, . sitting near a tapering cottage, of these and was instantly attacked with a 
“ Qb what a delightful creature is that!” cried dreadful headache. Being unable to endure 
she to the damsels. His looks and oomeli- this mortal attack, be f*ll senseless on the 
pegs bewitch my soul. Come what will, lam ground. *He groaned, he gasped, and soon 
d^eri^aed^ marry him.” Saying thus, she breathed his last. The mournful Soeitra.burat- 
diHm bttek her to ruth her father's palace, ing out into a flood of tears, pillowed his bead 
dlltl Moi herself qp in a sequestered room, on her lap. The night grew dark. The sky 
ThjS llhtting this sudden chan*ge in the looked like a vast eifMnse of sublimity ; the 

hume^^his 4adi^er, beoame eaceslivcly clouds came rattling againstXaoh other, and 
4idi not know Vhit to do.UhaflaSheboC Ugh\^ing added awfulness to 
Shertljf after, lie Ulurned the true cause of h»\ the scene. Two messengers of death appeared 
dauglider's ^ gloiuitiaess, and as he was at a dit^noe; but away they went again,being 


disconsolate, hereyes streaming with tears—her 
heir disshevclled all over the head—her brea.st 
full of sighs—and her countenance pale with 
grief. She wept, she raved, and would 
speak of nothing but the cottager. When the 
Rajah found that he could not in any way 
prevail upon her to change her mind, lie was 
obliged to solemnise her marriage with the 
young man of the forest. This restored Savi¬ 
tra to a tranquil state ; hei cheeks now began 
to glow with a rosy Hush ; the despondence 
which sat on her brows, no longer remained 
to distu)rb her serenity, and her wishes being 
all fulfilled, she hied to her husband Suttavan 
to diversify her time by rural amusements as 
well as by the pleasures of connubial felicity . 
Site found that her husband had a father and 
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not bold enoagh to approaeh her. The dread 
fnl Jumna was at last seen, and wdlile be was 
returning home with the soul of iSittimaM, Sa- 
vitra began to follow him. A long conversa* 
tion here took plaoe between them, and the 
god of death being struck with her virtues 
heaped upon her a number of benedictiona, 
the principal of which was the making her 
husband alive again. Joy now thrilled the 
heart of S'avtrra,—was agaiu all life 
and animation 1 He imprinted, thA cheeks 
of bis wife thousands of kissej^, and takij^ 
her by the band, happily returned to uis 
sylvan abode.” 

• * • « 

The brahmins have concluded from this 
story, that the only way to make the life of a 
man immortal, is to let his wife worship Sa 
vitra in the manner described above; and the 
foolish and the credulous women of the Hin¬ 
dus, desirous of saving their husbands from 
the dreadful jaws of death, endeavour to ob¬ 
serve this ceremony as rigidly as possible. 
They are also ambitious of being on the bo¬ 
soms of their lords, and it is for such consum¬ 
mation as this that they fast, take fruits and 
rice without salt on the five sree punckoome.eg 
of live successive years, Besides what has 
been delineated above, they arc taught to 
attend to the observance of other ritos.of an 
equally ludicrous nature, and, neglecting 
tlie entire cultivation of titeir moral and in¬ 
tellectual faciiliics, busy themselves with 
things wliich do nut produce an iota of good. 
Wiih reference to their food, they are ex¬ 
tremely strict. Flesh of any sort is never a 
part of their meal. Wine of course is a de¬ 
testable beverage to them. They only like 
water, gherbut, rice, fish, vegetables, fruits, 
and sweetmeats. When the rice is l^oiled it 
is a must impure thing, and is designated 
sugree. Should it chance to fall on any place 
it must be watered, and is sometimes purifie^ 
with cow’s dung. The ^tables of tlie Hindu 
women, are always kept either on plates of 
brass or leaves of plantain trees, and they 
make their hands and teeth subsefrvient to 
the uses of knives and folks. 

• *- 

Wlien a Hindu female is in that interest 
ing condition agrecabl^e to ladies who love 
their lords, a great deal of additional folly is 
practised. In the fifth month of her preg¬ 
nancy, her father and father-in-law send to 
each others’ houses, *ai|d also to their respect 
Uve relations a variety of sweetmeats, fruits, 
Aerbutg, congealed milk (k/teer,) and other 
delicious articles. Clothes of different kinds 
are given to her, and she is requested to eat 
whatever she pleases. In the beginning of 
the ninth month she beautifies her person 
with pounded turmeric and bathes. A lamp 
and a thick piece of stonef nora 1 are kept in a 
room covered with t»« baskets. Two or 
three of the fa^y i^omen take her to this 
room, and desire her to open any of these bas¬ 
kets. Should she be fot^nnato enough to 
open the basket oovering the »on% they im¬ 
mediately cry out, “ Oh the williiav^ a son ; 


butshould she opepthe other basket, it would, 
be' a sure pregenstiCation of her bringing 
forth a daughter,. Aa entertainment then 
takes place, when nainbors oMadiea, both old 
and young, attend, and the blooming girl at¬ 
tired in a daaalingmree of Benares, anddeckod 
with a profusion of gold and gems is brought 
before them. The feast is generally held in 
daiawtttor compounds where theinviied women 
sqtfat down on the ground in methodical 
rows, having leaves of plantain-trees before 
them full of all sorts of dainties, and deeply 
engage themselves in enjoying the pteasurcii 
of the AAaniik, doubtless coinciding with Quin^ 
(of facetious memory) who wished that his 
throat was a mile long and every inch a pa¬ 
late. The girl in commemoration of whose 
state this feast takes plaoe, sits in a oonspicu- 
ous place with a veil all over her face, and 
there is nothing to be heard ib this company 
but vociferation and elamoiu'. The Hindu 
women, I am sorry to say, do not possess 
much delicacy in their speech and fallw/vtcA- 
edit/ short of civility and good manners. The 
generality of them cherish no good feelings 
towards each other. Jealousy may be said 
to bo one of their principal charaoteristics. 
It is, however, pl.'asing to find that some of 
them have now begun to learn their vernacu¬ 
lar language ;’but, had and poor as that dia¬ 
lect is, they cannot gain much insiruoUon 
from it. If a few English works of imagina¬ 
tion that inculcate good morals be at first 
translated for them, they will very likely rouse 
their curiosity and may tend to the edification 
of their minds. We hope, however, that the 
intelligent natives of this city of palaces will 
deem it a bonnden duty to eiducate their fe- 
malas, and may that anspicons day soou dawn 
on this ill-fated country, when she may 
boast of her Edgeworths, her Hemanses, her 
Somervilles, and Martineaus. 

Having made a few strictures on the first 
two species of women, we shall now conn] uda ' 
this sketch with an account of the third : the 
Hindoo widows. The Hindoo widows are ex¬ 
tremely wretched in their condition. The mo¬ 
ment they lustMlieir husbands, they are prohi¬ 
bited to take fish or adorn their bodies .with 
any ornaments. Their dress consists only of 
their white clothes—never bordered with any 
red or black trimmings. They fast once a .fort¬ 
night in eveiy eleventh day of the moon, and 
are not entitled to some of those privileges 
which women of other desoriptioBS ^njoy. 
Nothing can be more honorable to them than 
to burn themselves with the corpses .of their 
husbands, and those that bare done so have 
not only left indnbitable proof of their eiar- 
tity, but are spoken of even now-a-days in 
terms of enthusiastic eulogy. lam told that 
if women eon Id not formerly get Che dead bo¬ 
dies of their husbands In consequence of the 
localitie^of the plaoe, they often burnt thess- 
selvewwith their sandals or'sboes. The tdbB 
of going to the blessed regions of Aqsnrwt. 
where every I?redee breathes trunquillity, hMr’ 
every tree spacUes in eternal bloom,, 
powers all oonslderstions of a worldly ngtii^ 
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«n<l when a wnmut lias onoe paHsed her fing^er|the virtaae ^ey are ambitiout of, the practice 
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jslio&ingTa theuniversethHtwUldiesaadeber nuigaammUy:.which was onoe the prominent 
bi£ine burnt. '7'>« tlu divinitif that ttirt with eharaoteriUtie of a Seta, a Drapadee, or a Da- 
in%er, 'tu Heaven iuilf that points out an here- maunti, Tim cirotiinnlancea in which they are 
a^er. But those who have not ooarage to piheed at present oontribute to degrade them 
perform this piece of magnanimity are at 0 [hee niore and more, and as long as they are not 
curtatied of all eaHAly enyoymentr. They are biesaed wjth the lights of knowledge, their 
neither allowed to blacken their teeth with ttnderstaiUiing can njeither be improved nor 
Wiecee (a wrt of astringent black powder) nor their moral feelings properly cultivated. Thus 
"pot any spot of red lead on the interval where faHhen most he my humble tribute to the Hin> 
their hair is parted. They are sometimes da ladies of this metropolis. Lotus now bid 
instructed by the brahmins to live merely farewell to the phantasies of the srannanaA and 
dpon milk and fruits for five or seven months, introduce the reader to other scenes and 
toTie down upon course ma^s, to rub pounded characters, Methioks we have revelled in a 
obeoanut bn their persons, and to be dressed in noctared feast of poetic amusement, and have 
cdhyass tliat they may hare salvation hereafter, spoken muoli of looks, cbeekslipa,and kissing. 
They.stirbt^ly believe iti the doctrine of me- Hitherto we have exclaimed with the poet, 
tampsychbsis and in order to prevent their h,, , , , . . 

Wg^idows in after lives worship a golden S«; 

8ek« ^d a Doorga, and a silver bull, in the '' “ ’ 

inohifli. of falgoon. They are deeply impsessed hut to themes of asterner mould our attention 
wit)| a conviction that this will I^d to their will now be directed, and the glowing desorip- 
eventual good, and are pufcctly sure that tion of feminine charms oiiglit no longer to be 
though their tears, tike rain arbns may now fall allowed to satiate with sweetness. 

UntHiut measure, yet rapture and beauty they witi „ . ■ .t. . 

hy addlye recal. They are also ta,ugiit to sub- Ifjre carefully examine he present features 
ject themselves to as many hardships as they *°®***/*,'^~ shall find that it is in a 

can as to what respebts'their mode of living, different state from what it was before, 

vad always consider fasting as the very marrow ago there was one ^Ort of leeling 

a^pitKofvirtue. Wonderful notions of won- and sentiment among the H.odus.Tlieimpor- 
derful beings! Thefltodu women, it appears ‘ance of performing all religious rites and jhe 
to me, wish to reach the goal of Aappinm only necessity of observing those customs which 
hy munteps and brotbes. What a profundity of descended to them from lime immemMial 
judgment must they possess in piirsuiiig this equally appreciated by all of them. The 
couTse! Howyrmid ale they in speculation! enthusiasm with winch they dovoted them- 
And who tliat'is in the least conversant with selves to the cause of idolatry and piety is 
their sayings and doings, vvill not exclaim, “nparalleled in the annals of our history, and 
that they ntheings of an ethereal world endowed though they could nOt excel many a niission- 
^ ary in fftnatioism or zeal, yet credit must be 

mtnaneyemat 

Fioib ton?uesin trees, books in the running brooks, strengthen the fortification of Hinduism. But 
Ssnnons in stones and good ia every thing. (hat harmony in their conduct and that 

unanimity in their opiuion are no longer to 
be seen a mighty change has taken place. 

„ The effulgence of youth has dawned on this 

” ■ '** ^ land, and the long reign of error is tottering 

.Ibave now finisliedmyohservatiousconcern- the vprge of destrnction. The prejndices 
ing the domestic manners of the Hindu wo- which bad hitherto chained the minds of our 
men of (his place. The inference that remains countrymen have begun to wear off the sinews 
to be drawn from what has been stated in the of orthodoxy have become relaxed—the 
Insttwo numbers of the mu^t be that our bulwarks of superstition shaken to the very 

females are^em^ediugly addicted to supersti- bottom and many of the Hindus, smitten with 
tion,; that iliMdr minds are not at all., enlarged the beauties of philosophy and’virtue, have 
hy a liberal .ibducatiOD i that they aspire to do renounoed the absurdities adored by their 
v^t can. oeimr be done; that their incessant forefathers, and embraced those prinoiples 
attempts to he .virtuous are in many instances which refleet honor upon them. Such a cir- 
mis^icccted on account of their folly, and that onmstanoe as this has ooniril^tited , to divide 
ilHijl' tutea and ideas of beauty are unrefined the nativg community into three seob, viz. the 

a iiorous. ttis, however, a matter of liberals, the half-lilietals, and the bigots, of 

Jeuute to.find that- they are ezfrtmefy whose manners,, esages, notions. Ice;, Ijihali 
^iha Welfare of their husbands^ and now.successively give an account. 
PfSffeia<P9^fl obartning stualities The libsral pa«ty consists of a aniidiolass of 

mych..afW.>p their sesk Theirima> jurenil# ^Hindus, almoht a^of wh^ have 

mpia.tjon, it me, is. gsat^ a beem eduoated either at the^inda College 

%ldstate«aodfln9llhghath^r h^ttsdo hritiiior.at Mr, Harp.s school. When they drst be* 
^e mstk of hnmgnipAtare, they ar«- Mable .to gap to learn the English language, thegystem 
peeatsliy mhved by apathetic sights. Of all ofedacB<lion then pursued in those iBstittltinni 
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wssift agreatmeaaore inefficieatiB properljr profundity ofomdition, but certainly to 
developing tbeirmorai orinteliectCHllenergies, in an adherence to uprightnees. TUe pri nciplpa 
and the only improvement whici they had arhiPh they have imbibed, are all based npon 
made for someyears in their studies was in ac- the excetient doctrines of morality. Notions 
qniring the g|eogrjBphtoal position of different of English honor and rtidepeodenoe ba^e facOB 
countries, cities,rivers,mountains, ulandsand infused into their, minds. Sycophancy and 
peninsulas ;inlearningtheparticu(ara of some adulation they detest, and would consider it 
events relative to ancient and modern history, i\ic greatett degrada/tion imaghudJe io Ratior k 
the respective rules' of arithmetic, algebra, map, however great he may be. Their tnan- 
and drawing, and in being able to roOite somb ners do not possess the least tincture of serri- 
pieces from Shakespeare, Pope, Witon, and lity—“a breath of submission tliey breatiie not, 
Campbell. The teachers in pvhose change arid the spirit with which they are imbued to 
they were, had sadly neglected the entire cul- signaliise thertrSelves by honest industry, a 
tivation of theirhearte, and consequently they constant attention to the interests of Iheir 
were for some time not a bit better than their country, a due deference to the opinions of 
countrymen in point'of morality.^ But when their inferi(»rs, and by cool deliberation in all 
Mr. Deroaio was appointed an assistant teach* the oircumstaucePof their lives, speaks highly 
er at the Hindoo College, he introduced of their disposition,higlily of their understand* 
wonderful innovations into the former method iug, and highly of the «fma nwtor, wboie they 
of instruction. It was he that first awakened have received their education. The aristo- 
iii the minds of his pupils a curiosity and a cracy of the civilians, the professions'of the 
thirst for knowledge. It was he who thought Calcutta poepie, and the oorniption ofmhn in 
it his principal duty to refine their feetingt. many of (he public offices, are the themes of 
It was he that roused them to think Jor tAem- /Iheir'conslant conversatiop. The man Who 
selves. It was he that gave them solid instruc- does more in action than in apeccli merits their 
tion in the shape of entertainment, and it was veneration but be that talks a great deal about 
he that enraptured them with sublimest pre- reformation, patriotism, philanthrophg, freedom, 
cepts. To this high-minded gentleman, (now enlightenment, civilization, and a cutalogoe 
peace to his shade !) the educated Hindoos are of those lofty, pompons, and studied expres- 
all indebted. Their liberty of thought, their sions which often resound amidst claps, 
liberty of expression, and their libertyvof ao- cheers, and sliouls in the spacious lower 
tIon they have all derived from him. Mr. story of the “Town Hall”, is considered either 
Derozio may bo properly said to have disipated a knave or a fool.J In matters of politics they 
their bigotted ideas with the rod of an are all radicals, atid hre followers of Ben- 
enchanter—to bave_given them the very first ihamitic principles. The very word Tory 
stimulus to their scientific enquiries, to have is a sort of igimminy' among them. Refornia* 
taught them the correct rules of philosophiz- tion they ‘say ought to be cifected in every 
ing on all subjects, to have exhorted them to age and country, and as to what respects the 
inflict a death-blow on the impositions of the state of India, her condition ought surely to 
Bramins, and to have shown them the path to be reformed. The judicial and the revenue 
truth and virtue. While he lived, tlkP bigots systems that are pursued in the Mofussil are 
trembled with fear; their religion was fast very defective and have been productive of 
decaying ; apostates increasing ; and the rage serious evil. The continuance of the Persian 
of persecution growing virulent every daj* language is calculated to promote venality and 
Since bis valuable lectuges have been made corruption—the union of two offices, that of a 
known to all, many a young man bas collector and of a magistrate, in the same per- 
enlisted himself under the standard of the li- son,can seldom be conducive to salutary conse- 
beral part^, and as the opinions and princi- quences, and the mode in which the situations 
pies of this seot are spreading far and wide, of moonsiffs, sadder ameens, and principal 
fresh accessions are coming to their nnmbey sadder ameens are disposed of by the judges 
from every quarter. The liberals have the and the commissioners, has at once frustrated 
good of their country at heart, and always the object of that excellent fifth regulation of 
cherish friendly feelings towards their conn- Lord Willie Bentinck of 1831; the system of 
trymen. The virtues which they practise are darogahship has little insured any seoarity of 
really of an exalted nature. There is nothing property and lives in the interior, and, consi- 
in tlie world which they hate more than false- dertng these and other oircumstances oonneoh- 
hood-hypocrisy and double dealing. That ed with the Mofussil, they think that this 
fho world is foil of dishoDOtty is 0 * deplorable coautry is lEbooring andor ft ftunaborof poll* 
subject to them. Jn dealings of all sorts they tioal erils wfaioh cry foe a speedy removal, 
are exceedingly fair. They are great lovers With the administration of Lord William Ben- 
of flat truths and straight forward conduct. tinok and Sir Charles Metcalfe they are very 
The respect which they have for mmis inpro- ®uch satisfied, and when they relleot on those 
portion to the r««Me( which they have forlrvtffi, glorious aoti of theirs—the prevention of ^e 
and onleas an tndlvidmsl, he be an European, bamingofsBttees,the elevation of native eba- 
an East Indalii, ^ flfahomettan, or a Hindoo, raotes, the dispenring with the invidioue dl»> 
unites to hltmlent a tagtwdfor efioraeter, they tinction of east, creed, or color, the emanqm- 
will think it beneath 4beifMignity to cultivate tion of the press^e i^olition of truisit duow, 
any acquaintance with him. To many of the ond the establishment of the Medical Collega, 
jBeropeans they would most oandidtif yield ii they rea%/Mf an inexpreuiblo delight^ add 
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oiinnot but Ite tftngnine iii tliefr antieipations the great benefactor of the Hia^ooe, and baa 
(bat the bt^owing aspect of India wifi soon devoted big life and his foetone to their itu- 
melt awajF, and a scene of beauty and inagni- provement land welfare, 
iieenoe brighten her face. They think that He is a imo of unboonded benevoienoe. His 
toleration ought to be practised by every go- whole business in the world is^ to roam from 
vernment, and the best and surest way of Riak-school to ^bool, superintending tlie edoca- 
ing the people abandon their barbarous cos-tion of the pupils, and watching with the 
toms and rites is by diflTusing education S^toatest degree of attention their daily pro> 
among them. With respect to the qnestipns'gcera under different teachers. His palan- 
rclative to Poliijcal Economy, they all belong ^e«n is a regular dispensary of adoctor, and 
to the school of Adam Smith. They are wheneverUny boy is taken ill, he issuretobe 
clearly ofopinion that the system of monopoly, adjtious to restore him to health. If any stu- 
Ihe restraints upon trade and the international dent be confined to bed at home, and notice 
laws of many countries do nothing but para* thereof be given to him, he would go there 
liae the efforU of industry, impede the pro-and do all that lies in his power to restore 
gress of agriculture and mannfarture, and him to health. Such acts as these certainly 
prevent commerce from floiWng in its natural proceed from the purest motives of phiian* 
course. thropy. The educated Hindoos, impressed with 

The science of mind is also their favourite grateful feelings towards this Indian Howard, 
study. The philosophv of Dr. Reid, Diigald I'ave got a portrait of him done by a subscrip* 
Stewait, and Thomas Brown being perfectly tion from among them.selve.s, and have planed 
of a Baconian nature, comes home to “ their I't in a conspicuous part of the Hindoo College 
business and bosom.” Tlie frivolous discus-1 Hall. But a portiait, a bust, or a statue, 
sions which abound in the works of man^ an- however gorgeously executed, can be expres* 
cientas well as modern writers liave,tlicy sa.v, sive of a faint, a very faint token of the good 
tended to produce more harm than good, that he has done. The noble actions which lie 
They had a literary club known by the Aca* has performed (not for fame or fashion, but 
demio Association. It is held every Saturday for their intrinsic worth) have crowned his 
night at Mr. Hare’s school, where they dis- brows with an unfading halo of glory, and the 
cuss all sorts of moral, metaphysical, histori- name which he will leave behind will be dear 
cal,, and political questions. Mr. Hare is as a jewel to every soul in India, and must 
the President of this Society, and is deeply llonri.sh in immortal youth amidst the wreck 
interested in its prosperity and aggrandize- of matter and the crush of elements!— Bnff- 
inent. Mr. Hare, it must be stated here, is lishmun, 
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Here lies the body ofGnbricI John, 

Who died in (he year 1601 ; 

O ! pray foi the soul of Galiriel .lolin ! 

But if you don't like it, why let it alone. 

Fur it's all the game to Gabriel .lohn. 

W, 

Having l.'itely visited Bassein, the ruins of 
which we found of greater extent, and altoge¬ 
ther of a uharacter superior to what we were 
led to expect, we were solicited by our friends 
to publish a uonden.scd description of them, 
which we had drawn np. Mrs. Heber says, 
alluding to Bassein, ** 1 do not think the ruins 
themselves repaid ns for the trouble we had 
taken to sec them but ^she particularly no¬ 
tices a pagoda in the fort, with W the sacred 
bull well carved at its entrance, &o.” So fai 
from finding any thing to admire about the pa¬ 
goda, or the miserable chunani bull at its en¬ 
trance, we would willingly have lent onr aid 
to demolish both, for insulting as they do, by 
their paltry appearance, the fine ruins that 
exist on either side of them. Unfortunately 
for traveller^, generally,there arc no guides to 
pointotft tlie principal ruins, and thus only 
thetiioat inferior are generally seen ; it was 
only aftdr onnsiderabte search and penetrat- 
i0{( the jtmgfe which has sprung up Within 
fhe-fort that we found what was best worth 
fieeing. We twoommend to ^11 travellers to 
follow the track 'Wbieh leads through the fort 
till they arrive at the said fiagoda on the right, 
when, having admired t/u liell carved bull, to- 


.strike into the jungle in an easterly direction, 
when they will almost iminedialely come in 
sight of (he rine.st ruin in the furt. The others 
may be r^xamined afterwards. 

BASSEIK. 

The fortof Bassein is without a moat, though 
we believe in other respects it is constructed 
on what were considered at the time of its 
erection the strictest principles of fortification. 
The entrance on the sea-side fronts the steep 
landing place, and is about 100 yards distant 
from it ; the gateway is concealed from view 
by a massive hnltress projecting outwards, 
which entirely hides it. 

Although prepared to view a ruined fort, yet 
the scene of desolation which presented itself 
un entering the gateway was infinitely great¬ 
er than we could have imagined from the ex¬ 
ternal appearance. The fiutward gate is of 
the most ponderous description possible, and 
called to our minds the fabled portals of en« 
Icbanted castles: it is about feet high and 
14 feet broad, completely ribbed with iron of 
half an inch in thickness, studded with iron 
knobs of the size of a pound, shot; the pie 
indeed seems to be an enormous mass of iron, 
for the ribs form one solid plate, without an 
intervfd between them. 

On passing thegt^es, instead of finding, as 
one would naturally expect, some emblem of 
the religion of the founders of the fort and 
town, we were not a little surprised to see on 
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oar loft in a shed, flanamanin'^ asaal gorge- 
ofu panoply of red paint adV^yf; he ap¬ 
pearing to be the presiding deity ovnthe place 
which was onoe one of the principal seats of 
the Romish Church in the Portuguese posses- 
. sions on the western side of India.. 4 Brah¬ 
min now usurps the place where once sound¬ 
ed the tinkling bell which summoned the 
priests to matins and vespers ; and the hoot¬ 
ing owl and rustling bat are now the solete-' 
nantsof those places where was liearAhe peel¬ 
ing anthem's solemn praise. (^Amidst ti^ 
ruins the spirit-iike moaning of the evening 
breeze sweeping through the broken aisles 
and shattered corridores, seemed to the ima¬ 
gination to be the mournfni hum of departed 
spirits assembled to lament over the destruc¬ 
tion of those monuments of their earthly 
greatness, which, doubtless, they vainly hop¬ 
ed would last for ages. The sweetly placed 
moon, just then in her full, silvered the dis¬ 
tant tops of the ruined towers and huttre.-ises, 
and gave to the scene a most enchanting, 
though melancholy, appearance. We may 
remark that even inferior ruins situated 
amongst masses of foliage as tliege are,may have 
an appearance of beauty by moonlight, which 
superior ones in moie unfavurahle situations 
may not possess. Tliis, however, does not apply 
to these ruins. 

We had the curiosity to take the dimerftions 
of one of the 7 cliurches in the fort; the ex¬ 
treme length was from the main entrance 
to the foot of the altal, 58 paces, breadth of 
transept 32 and breadth of both aisles 5U, height 
of the tower ncaiiy 150 feet, composed of walls 
8 feet ill thickness, and of the u.sualarchilectuie 
common to the I7th century. The altar even, 
judging from the present appearance of the 
carved and fretted roof and hoble expanse oi 
arch, must iiave been on a scale of gi%ndeur 
equal to any edifice of the kind erected by the 
Portuguese daring thoir short-lived rule of 
splendour in India. It is a curious question, 
for speculation, tliat wheit the power of the 
British shall have passed away, and be only a 
name, (fur pass away it must, and we fear very 
shortly,^ how many monuments of its power 
and Iranscendant greatness will remaii^? We 
think that when the last stone erected by the 
rulers of the present day shall have sunk be¬ 
neath the mould, even then the ruined towers 
and maisive fragments of Bassein wilf still tell 
their tale of the greatness of the Portuguese. 

The peepui trW has given these ruins a pic¬ 
turesque appearance beyond any thing of the 
kind we ever witnessed ; itovershadowsthem, 
and casts a gloom on them even in mid-day, 
whilst the roots, like huge masses of cordage, 
have insinuated themselves in the IntA'stioes 
of the walls; in some places forcing them 
down, and in others they have equally sup¬ 
ported them by entwiningt'hemselves round the 
loose stone. We haveajiieceof theroot50feet 
long, and very lUtte thicker than one’s thumb. 

On the eastern side of the altar of Ihewchuroh, 
already spoken of, we diseovered, inserted in 
a niche of the wall, a atone receptacle with 
an arched semi-circular top which haoT been 


broken open, probably in the hope of obtaning 
treasure. In it we found the bones of the for* 
mer occupant, together with the inner ooflta. 
The body must have been interred in a situa¬ 
tion now quite unusual, as the coffin appears 
to have been too short for a lying posture; it 
must have been placed on its bach with the 
knees drawn up, and as we found a crosier 
carved on the lii, and from its situation in the 
oliunsh, (near the high altar)-its occupant must 
have beena high dignitary of the church. We 
also found several graves which had evidently 
been opened in search of treasure. 

In our rambles through the ruins we found 
the tomb of an English lady close to the wall 
of a ruined house ; her name was Mrs. Jane 
Durham, wife of*Mr. Durham, Surgeon, 
who died iStti Augnst I782,aged 38 years ; but 
of how she died, or who placed her remains in 
that desolate spot, there remains no record. 
This tomb was particularly interesting from 
its situation ainidsttlie surrounding scene of 
desolation. We saw also a number of the 
graves*or the ancient Portuguese dignitaries. 
An inscription on one of the tomb-stones was 
deciphered by an antiquary of the party, 
and is placed at the bead of this paper; but 
as our friend is a wag, we are inclined to 
doubt the correctness of the translation. 

We had the curiosity to walk round the 
walls, and which occupied us li hour in tra¬ 
versing, as the path in some places, owing to 
the accumulation of vegetation, is nearly im¬ 
passable. We discovered several heaps of 
what would be considered curiosities in mo¬ 
dern warfare, viz. stone cannon bails for 
various calibres, and as perfect as if they yes- 
Itei-day had left the hands of the mason. 

The appearance of the country adjacent of¬ 
fers a strange contrast to tlie steril ity snrronnd- 
iiig Bombay, for here interminable fields of 
sugarcane and corn wave in the breeze almost 
jike the lovely fields of our native clime. 

There are large tanks, about 6 miles from the 
fort, at a place called Neerraull,' abounding 
with all descriptions of water-fowl. A sports¬ 
man may witlk very little difficulty fill a iay. 
We would, however, reconiiiiend all persons 
who may feel inclined to extend tlieir excur¬ 
sions beyond tlie walls of the fort, to send horses 
to Bassein, as the roads are impassable for 
any carriage, other than a hackery. The 
journey back Slirougli tiie narrows is exceed¬ 
ingly beautiful, and the amateur artist might 
find many a beautiful sketch for the portfolio. 
The romantic appearance of Gho'rabunder led 
us to believe the place was worth seeing, but 
we were not repaid for tire trouble of landing. 
The town or village consists of a collection of 
old houses and huts. We cannot admire the 
taste of those who pitch their tents there, when 
by proceeding a few miles farther, ftiey might 
encamp on the romantic ramparts of Bassein. 

We are dSvare that this is a disjointed and 
very imperfect description of Bassein; but 
such as it is, we trust that it will be useful to 
the traveller, and 'luppiy the place of guides, 
which, as already ohherved, are not to be • 
found.—JSowiiay Gazette, April 12. 
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To the Editof ef the Cukutta Ch^ritr. 

SiA,-In yonr article of Tueadaf. relative 
to tlie Bdnk, you any tliat had vou known Mr. 
Mftcniilloch to have lieen llieaatkorof the 
paiaplilct iu dcfoni'e of the Bank, you almnldt 
have looked into it n little deepof. There 
ia nnqnevlinnnhly niiinh in a^nanie. Th^ 
hroehiiro itself is'the most tniserahle tiaaife 
of nhaurdiiies, fHllacie.s, inoonsisteneies and 
orudiuea that ever went forth, and hut for 
the name that has been mentioned with it, U 
uUeriy unworthy of aeriuua oonfutaliuo. 

If yon will spare me the room, I will extract 
some of its beauties, and place in jtixlnpo> 
aition a runnint; cotninent that will, I think, 
show hou a leally clever and ireneially well 
informed man, as Mr. Macciilloch is, loses 
himself when he attempts “ to make the 
«oise appear tlio better leason,” and enlivts 
himself asapaitizin in a had cause without 
the infoiniaiion tint would enable him to 
avoid heiiatiu;; {pruan igiioiauce of the subject 
ui every page. 

Folios 1 to 11 are Neither of these is 
occupied by a pielty new; the lattes has 
pief.iiory discourse been already tlio- 
on Hanks, and liv ihn louahlv exposed, and 
Plan of the Hank it is not for nicthiice 
now under exauuna- to slay tlio slain, 
tion. 

Fo. 19. “ But it The Banking wants 

“ would be asahsuid of London, Dublin 
to suppose that two and Livcipool eaiinnt 
Banks established ho coin|iaie(l with 
iiiLindon, witbnut those of Cilciitti, 
a sinjtle Bianeh, Ai;ra and Madias, 
assisted by a .small A d as for sqiiaie 
Ooveinmeiit csta- miles and souls, N 
blishnieiit at Dublin vn^iild wish to ask 
an I a small private Mr. McC. to {;ive a 
Bank at Liverpool, roii{;h xness as to the 
should bo adcipiate pio|initiuii of those 
toiinnsacttheUink* sqnaie miles, that 
ina business nf the consist of dciAe juii- 
Uiiited Kinffdom, as ffle, waste lands, and 
that the two Hanks of the poor creatines 
refeired to, Should who make up that 
suihoe to transact vast population that 
the Bankinji; biisi* do not see a clean i 
ness of the Indian shirt—beg pardon, 

Empire, extending, dhootg, or a silver 
as it does, over coin of the lowest 
1,300,000 square denomination, once in 
miles and coiupris* a year ! 
ing a population of The Bank’s* capital 
about 130 miihoDSI*' would give £l to 
eveiy 26 individuals, 
a gland thing to ex- 
, ‘■cite enterprise, 8 co. 
'&c. &o. 

Po. 13. ** But, is- ' Mlfiiose Bifls could 
' stead of employing .tbo houses have got 
those deposlu m ,bst tbok owflR and 


DaokOni in Eng< tshote hilts hire tikiilir 
land would do, or m to bo found ny the 
the proposed Bank. ’Bbnk but ihnse of 
of India would have paities in the identi- 
dpne had if then ex- eal shoes of the houses 
isted.intliediseoiiiit engaged in trading, 
of appioved bills at or planters? 
short dates,” &o. &o. 

Po 15. “Tbo Bank See and oomparo 
“of Bengal and tbo the dividends deolar- 
Union Bank were ed by both establish-i 
both establislied raents hefoie and af* 
long since ; and as ter llie “ netistanee" of 
the}', even when the large houses was 
B><sisted by the es- enjoyed, or, as I 
tabll^lilnents that should say, euffered,, 
have failed, weie 

nolorionsly inconi- If the system oftlio 

petsnt to ilie proper houses was as had as 

liaiisaeting of the tiie author makes it 

hanking affairs of out, the moie “ havoc’' 

India, they must he tho better for the two 

infinitely innie so at Banks that out-lived 

pi event, after so it. 

mncli havoc has 

been made amongst 

the old Agency 

Houses.’' 

Fo. 16. “ The Ser- What! more seeura 
“ vaiits of Govern- and piufilahle than the 
nieiit and every one Hon’hle CoT loans 
eNe would then a14, 6 and 6 per cent f 
have a place of se¬ 
em e and profitable 
investment for their 
• savings.’' 

t 

Idem—“Had snob Indigo would have 
“ an Institntiun been been made, or tried to 
in existence in in- he made', with tho 
dia a few years ago. Bank’s cash inslead 
what an amount of of with that of A. B. 
bitter disappoint- and C. 
meiit and of posi¬ 
tive sulleiing would We have still got the 
it have aveited. “ Uiitish College of 
And where is the Health,” and Doctor 
seoniity, jvrovided Gardiner with his so- 
some such establish- vercign remedies for 
' ment as that now all disorders, should 
ptoposed be not Providence deny ue 
founded, that the the Bank of IndiL 
disasters we have so 
lalely witnessed 
will not recur?”' 

Idem—• * “ the ao- It was not always 

“ euninlations of the “ money in both poo> 
savings of the com- kets” with them, 
pnny’s Servants.” 

Idem—* “exciting Who are already mote 
“ a spirit of industry, industrious and hiora 
and a love of Ubeit- saving than the NaUvee 
muiation throogii- iotheirowo way I * 
out India,'* 



von THE 0,9. 


..PO,’ 17,<' 


^Tbi* pruetloA ipa»t 
** ph,^lSid have.be^n very quietly 

' f^jfl indulged ini 

,,. p|#^i«|«»* nictale 

lii.ithe earth, has al- 
,il 'ttlaya prevailed to a 
^" 'xreht' extent in ^e 
Bast. • “ Irnehe- 
.. eo|fae..eongeniul to 

.,l1ie Natives. * * An tndi» jMUning 
The Bank would Company after all I 
eonuleianx this aUu* by jingo I 
aive habit” •» (19) 

/.“it la alt but cer- 
Ulit that in no long 
‘ time, it would bring 
.forth and yivify 


flow Rouid the Bank 
do so when its grand 
(ibjeRt is to “ ditfoso 

_ , Bfitish Capilal.". not 

' tn.tllions.of ca|>ilat todigfor/naftaa?->-riot 
that how lie dor-.to “call it from the 


nagnt in the earth, 
or. in secret hiding 

? lBce,&c. &o.*' 
dem. — “ Scotch 
“ Batiks have ertiljn- 
ed all classes with 
a . spirit of ' enter¬ 
prise and economy.” 


vasty dfep.” 


'Enterprise ,is one 
thing and economy is 
another : that which 
would excite enter¬ 
prise would certainly 
not encourage eco¬ 
nomy. Bo that ns it 
may, all the Scotch 
Banks in the world 
and the Bank of India 
besides.woiild nq more 
malee .Flindoostanees 
enterprising than it 
would make them 
whi;e. 

How these advances 
are to be “ advapia- 
geous” to the Bank, 
alter keiag^ shown to 
have hcoii fatal and 
roinoiig to the houses, 
is beyond poor Pilkl 
Garlick 1 


Fo. 20. “ The vast 
** additional capital 
that would bo. thus 
created and brought 
into (? out of) the 
field, would bedis- 
■' tributed by the Bank 
in the most advan¬ 
tageous manner to 
those engaged in the 
various departments 
of industry. In In¬ 
dia, most—perhaps 
we should say all, 
classes of producers 
are short of capital; 
those concerned in ‘ 

the raising of Indi- 
‘ge, Silk, Sugar, Cot¬ 
ton, &o., all require 
arivances to enable 
them to prosecute 

' their business. Fur- Ail this really 
. nieriytlreseadvances amounts to no more 
. WMe^qdehy Mer- than that the Bank, 
^efaantf I nnd when having a vast capital, 
si^elations can afford to lose-a 
who pgrt by ativances to 

_d'fiti^ued their pro.duoers .withnnt go- 

inbhibyifl fbeirbnnds, tng into the Insolvent 
lust their nil. Nu* Codrt. 
when a Banking 
Coupaay tvUb huge 



oapitgjL^.ttiid properly • 
eonduhjted) ooitnesin- 
to the ffeld, this wiUI 
no longer be the 
case, Sut. tto" . 

Fo. 22. At present 
“ the revenue oolieet- 
ed in tlie most dis- 
' tant provinces has 
to be sent down in 
specie^ to Calcutta, 
Wtere, grtjer having 
neen locked up for 
a while in the Com- 
paiiy’s ^.easiiry, it 
again Mas its way 
into ciretilalinn : 
the identical sums 
biooglit from a dis¬ 
tance of a thousand 
miles nr iiiore being 
probably paid to 
Merefaantsor Agents 
at Calcutta, hy whom 
they are transmitted 
on loan to planters 
and others in the 
vicinity of the places 
whence they ware 
originally brought. 
The establishment of 
the Bank of India 
will go far to put an 
endtotliissuitof na¬ 
tional child’s play, 

&n.’'w 

Fo. 2.3. “ They ask 
“ no favor from the 
Government, either 
in the circulation or 
receipt of their 
notes."’ 

Idem. “ Suppose 
“ that a merchant in 
Calcutta finds that 
he can make an ad¬ 
vantageous piircha.xe 
of a quantity of opi¬ 
um, silk, Indigo, or 
othoiT article at Deli- 
li, how will he pro¬ 
ceed ?” 

Fo. 20. “ But the 

“ Bank having large 
deposits and a large 
capital to employ, 
will be liberal of its 
advances to indivi- 
dualsof intelligeaec 
andindnslryemptuy- 
ed iiVthe cotton cul¬ 
ture, the' indigo cul¬ 
ture, the silk cul¬ 
ture and so forth, 
and to die merohants. 
by wbom sueh per¬ 
sons cmey be,^ sop- 
ported.” 

Po,^28. “The im- 
“ provement of the 




. Tbew epeelo reiplt- 
lances bank to the Mo- 
fussil must.have been 
smuggled very slyly 
apdi^roUty, Iqrl^ne- 
beard of one. 

But 1 kap 0 Jieard. of 
drafts sold by, the 
AoooHntant-OeiieiaJon 
the different Colieo- 
tors, which tlie auilior 
dues not seeta to havo 
heard of. 


The Bank of India 
and the College . of 
Health will rloiibtless 
cure many evils and 
diseases that ever bad 
existence. 


Government may 
consider what it asks 
for, a “ favour,” how¬ 
ever. 

Suppose his Agent 
were to sell a hilt on 
him? or. suppose hn 
were to buy a lluon- 
dee or a Treasury 
Order on Beiili ? 


“ Liberality" Is a 
handsome word, but it 
will not swell divi¬ 
dends or ,ineet ioiscs 
by bad debts... 

See folios 13'14 for 
the proper kiod of 
vestments Cor “ depo¬ 
sits.'* 



TOR 


Tnlttfrtt Af tftk, 
ri«e and ao 

fortW' 


Idam. < ** VarioBs 
«• StiJelt •Cdnipa- 
nicia bava in fact 
been Already ' pro- 
Jactad f<>r the pnr- 
p6tm bf undertaking 
the culture of .hii> 
frar, «ilk, &c. but, if 
iint abandoned, they 
baraat least been de> 
farrad beoaiise of the 
want, in most parts 
wfIndia; of any se¬ 
cure place of depa- 
ait for their capital 
till it cniiid be 
brottglit into employ¬ 
ment.” 

Po. 30. ” Native de- 
' positors." 


Po 30, “ Beside.M 

** conducing in .so 
many ways to the 
improvement of In¬ 
dia and to the in- 
ci-ease of the trade 
between it and Eng¬ 
land, the proposed 
Bank will certainly 
yield a hand.some 
prolitto the proprie¬ 
tary." 

• • “ the high rale 
** of Dividend that has 
been paid by the 
Bank ut Bengal and 
Dniun Bank." 

Po. 31. " It must 

“feel its nay." “ Se 
nnrity paramount." 
*• “gradually, and 
ChutiOdsly," • • 

“ prolitably and sa¬ 
fely, &«. &o.” 

F«k 32. “ And it is, 
“ besides, pre.lty cer- 
tain« thUt slthnid the 
success' of the pro¬ 
jected 'Batik corres¬ 
pond with what 
. seems to be the rea- 
sbiialile and well 
' founded ' expeciAo' 
'' ifibus of ftsr projec¬ 
tors, it will tn-hig 
other institutions in¬ 
to the field, and that 
it will thus insure 
for India every ad'U 
vantage that cab he 
derived . from the 
greatest dkteaslpn 
Of a safe' 3adkiag 


' Sn'metbiii§. tte* an- 
4cr the sun! 

Such Companies 
will visit ig«, if they, 
visit oil at all, to lay 
out money, not to de¬ 
posit it in ’ Banks,— 
they will be yie last tif. 
require a Bank. 

The Bank is edf^- 
iated obviously to P''<>' 
vent such Companies 
starting. 


-ClA'Ilie 

rectors ai>j€rp.kffpfe- Cliancelior of* iVe 
tensions tb'niBhopo^ dne^uer, “ i>ci!P'po*''V 
ly and favoritism." ’>d|wn and amalgitma^i' 

■ of the ^Jedgai- 

slips out. Tbo 
■'*'«ovao lot>t! ' . t.'*' 


Query—How many 
accounts have been as 
yet opened at the Ben¬ 
gal or Union Banks 
by Native.s? 

Though last not least 
the “ liund.soihe pro- 
fit.s!" This is the true 
sort of sehetnu* for a 
Public with a 20 per 
cent, power appetite 
for Joint-Stock Com¬ 
panies. 


Jingle—ciap-lrap' 
ad^eaplandum. 


Now, ibis is of all 
Olliers ju.sl the efTeid 
that we should not 
have looked for I 
TIte Bank of IndlUi 
babble bursting, migla 
have that offeet, but 
its thrusting its huge 
Leviathan carcase in¬ 
to the gap cannot by 
possibility doVo. 


Fp. 34-35. " But irf 
‘f point of fact, the 
Bank will bo mana¬ 
ged by the Directors 
resident on the spot 
or in' CalouUa, the 
proceedings of the 
Indiiwi Board being 
however liable ih bo 
controlled and di¬ 
rected by tha Lon¬ 
don Board rand does 
any one suppose that 
tills cfliitrol will not 
be of the greatest 
serfico ? The Indian 
. Directors, exposed 
to local iniluehces, 
personal sulicita- 
lions, &c. &c." * • 
Instead, therefore, of 
the double direction 
being a disadvan¬ 
tage, it is plainly an 
important ci^um- 
stance in recommen¬ 
dation of the Bank, 
and gives it an ad¬ 
ditional claim to the 
public confidence." 
Fo 35-36, “ But it 
** is chiefly, we appre- 
^ bend, lfe<!huse nf its 
* anticipated interfer¬ 
ence with the remit¬ 
tance of funds from 
and to India, that ao 
much oppo.silion i.s 
made to the Bank." 
Idem. * • “ Blit the 
“ more the individuals 
in question might 
find their interests 
coinpioniised by the 
esuiblishinent of the 
Bank of India, Ibo 
more is it entitled to 
a Charter, lieeaiise 
the more advantage¬ 
ous must it be to the 
public." 


WhAtwould thf^ati* 
thor be after ? ' H« 
puffs ofi* a luenrdirec¬ 
tion which is neye’nfae- 
less to bo ** dirtetedf* 
by the IA>ndbn 
Board !! I Th.e.. tpcal 
dlreution, inoreoVjitjr.by 
Section IV. of thh plan 
(p. 0) in the first in¬ 
stance “ being ap¬ 
pointed 1^ the Direo- 
tors ill London, and 
subject to their eoil- 
trol.” ^ 

If atisentee-isth, or« 
as tlie author lernys it, 
“ double direction,*' be 
so very dUefahle, why 
do not English Bank 
proprietors appoint .a 
Calcutta’ Board to con¬ 
trol and direct the pro-, 
coedings in London f 




Po.S7. “It is hoped 
“ that this short state¬ 
ment, imperfeet §s it 


Did the Bank anti¬ 
cipate no opposition 
from parties whose 
trade it was avowedly 
understood, to kaook 
on the head i 


Pro bono pubUeo /— 
To what parlibiilar 
class of the communi¬ 
ty does the Bank look 
for countenance and 
citsloin nfter hn open 
decl:ifation of war 
against merehaq.is.,and 
dealers in Exchanges? 

If the greatest good 
.ofthe greatest IIumber 
bo the principle of ao- 
iidn with the Bank. 
|t.ttiqst do its utmost 
to* lower dhe interest 
orineney also, abil to, 
carry out the 
felicitas' to the fpBesA 
extent, It siiould iontp. 
for nothing. ; 

It must sudfio iUd 
make the pdiiili'V< Uha 




QftIV 

kttti*'*. 


of tb«ir' paw- 


Atid if I have attr 


ll^iro’Qfv'the 
ot^eets 
^ ‘ propo$ed 

* fdain. ** If we IiaVd 
** not succeeded intlifs, 
the klame most be 
B'Sbribed to oor ]»• 
ootilpetenojr,—to the 
task we have impos> 

; .ed on ourselves, and 
'“^dt to any defeust or 
" hollowness In the 
} project we have en- 
deavonred to lllus- 
<'*/trate and defend.” 

; In ponotosion, I may add, that had the in- 
mnious author of these “ Reasons”, and the 
Trtendit of the new Bank generally, been a 
j^ittle more modest in tlwir pretensions, and 
ooiitented themselves with describing lyi In* 
•titution, nut quite omAipoteni in its operations 
nod eifects, not absolutely as a Morisoniari 
Paoapea, the whole coininiinity would have 
weioomed their advent. There ts nnqneslion' 
ably a lino field for a good, substantial, well 
.organised estabnshroent applying European 
Capital to local wants. Such a Bank wouldj 
be.a blessing. 

1 am, Sir, your obedient servant, . 

Daniel Hardcastle, Junior. 

Itt March, 1837. 

A correspondent, under the signatore of 
J>ANiNKL Haiidcastle JuNioit, lias sitewn cause 
against Macciillodirs Reason.s for the Bank 
of India,'* and we do think tife ' politicaj 
economist iias laid himself very much open to 
attack, and Mr. Hnrdcastio has been keen 
.enough to discover his weak points, and has 
punished him well for his presumption in 
making himself the champion of the new 
Dank. In England the name of Macouiloch 


4 a' 

which ‘otMrwise infgihit b«o|tRjiqi|l«i 
fated. Notwithstan^iing the open opp^tioa 
of soi^ leading firnis In fiondonvtmd “..the 
well knotrb Tact" asiterted by ld4ia'!Hfa3r- 
ehant, “ ■ ^ . - * - - . . - 

eainent 


'* that im^y'^wlto have Milrafed'thik w 
: (tie prosRttotiM) are opposod 4!0‘‘^iliie 


looked numerousotlion scheme, but, eonsidering it* fermatten Iwei^ , 
blnnders and 'coq(ta<«|'tabfe, hope,' by'takihg a abaiW' 4n 
dictions, I hope my .tion, to urevent the mischief it is pr^aant 
readers will ascribe it with,” air the London papers we have seen 
to tny own thickhead- .Igpport the seheme, more especially the ^pee- 
edness and careless- mtoi* and the M-.>ming XJhronieh. .The latter, 
ness, and not to any after filling a ooliimn and a half with extracts 
soundness or solidity from Macc^ilooh’s pamphlet, winds up witli 
in the project I have the fullowhlg remarks : 

ondfjavoured to ex- <i BssMes leiting forth the reMons for the establish- 
pose and explode. mentofthe new bank, the author of the pamphlet has 
replied to some of the olijeciioai that either have been or 
tiiat may be made against it. Uiit, though ottiera «re 
put forth in order to make a diversion, there is but one 
oirjei'tton t" it of the least weight, and that is, that it will 
interfere with tlie inteiests of the existing liouiies eiigsgeil 
in the trade with India ! But the time is gone by when, 
an objection of this sort has much chance of being listen- 
cil to. It is of a piece with the uhjei-tions to thn opening 
of new roads or the building of new bridges. The Bank 
of India is nut to carry on commercial undertakings, and 
it cannot mterfe'c in any manner of way with the piiyate 
pardes engaged in the India trade, unless it remit money 
from and to India on better terms for the pnblict'tatdng 
all things into account, than they do; and if it do tJiis 
it will confer a very great boon on India and England, 
j ’I'tie more, therefore, that the India liouscscry out against 
'the proposed bank, and the giea-er the dislike dhey 
evince to it, the more is it entitled to the public favour 
aud patroqpge. The parties in tpiestion would not say a 
word agaiiist it unless they hail good reasons for their 
hostility ; that is, unless they hail good grounds for anli- 
cipaiitt.g that it would reduce thi-ir piofiis, by Ofieiiing a 
che.iper as widl as a safer channel for the transmission 
of funds fioin India to England and conversely.” 

Wcfliavo little donbt that the principal 
cause of the jealousy of the London Houses 
is eorccctly stated above, and are of opinion 
with Maouuliucli and tlie Morning Chrqniele, 
that the interests of the Merchants anti of the 
piibiic are so far at variance.—CWc»«a Cour. 
March 3. 
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supplement to the black act. 


FORT WILLIAM. LEGISLATIVE DE¬ 
PARTMENT. 

i'' * ' t 

13tu march, 1837. 


TkAfoilowing Draft of a proposed Act was 
wad i%Coaacii for the first time on the 13tli 



1837. 


OF 1837. 



Att No. 

It Is fiewisatmoted,- in'^odtfioRtion'of 

ion Xnfe^hlatloB Vs of the 

" ih or Ct^ .‘^4l4]^f ..<irlthin 


gol Cetft^ 
Teriitorf^' 


:t^ei tflf tho 


<Fort William in Bengal, shall be prectndt^, 
by reason of the amount or value of the pro¬ 
perty for the recovery of which a Suit js in¬ 
stituted, from .reierying that Suit to any Prln- 
eipal Sudder Aui.een,’ 

IT. And it is hetwby enacted, that if Atiy 
Sdit which, according to the rules no'win farce, 
would be Appealable to the King in Conneii, 
shall under tlie Aathority of this Aoi, he re* 
ferred40 a Principal Strddet Ameen, the Ap¬ 
peal from the decision of such Principal Sad¬ 
der Ahkaen shall be dirdot to the €oart;;of 
Shdder Dewaony Ada wlut, and shall be iM>b- 
duetetl in air reipeefs ^eordtng teiheefiiee 


or:ra1es asifit Mere air Appeal fromAke t i i i il tj i s n 



. ana ip«« 


' r'”>i , X:■> >-u , ^ *>, ■ \ been 4b*'^renalro# tbef#a'pe*f«!»B4t.^WA..fiili'' 

,.%4.«req, titat Braft now fend be, pnb* ty measure of 8ucoesi*^>fs.‘<fni|^lit w»H ^eb 


Uilbbd'f’or.feQetal information. 


our Governors how mucb 'rentbins to be li^n 

• <• . ..._ ^ t -_^__ _ *__ 1- _ i». s 


f^raered, that the said Draft be ib-conslder- before any oatenelve pfn’.efsnnn be safutyeii- 
«d M the brat Bfeetini; of the LeKUIative trnsteci to nuti/e autborUles. sThe coldoine. 
CouessiI of India after the 23tb day of April of y^ie ofBoiai Gtteeue afford a'•meiatiebufyre*' 
neat* • cord of native Jitcifcs coavioted,, by thoGriif. 

^ niinal Conns, of bribery and corruption; |ind 


w- aT. if we were to swell the iist by the naiiiee of 

- f * earnestly entreat public «tentlofi to fhe dismissed from oflioe, al*i 

r!rv ?si fn li thoujthtbeie was not sulHciuntlydistinctevi- 

Council for the first time on the Stii In t., ^.ai-rant a criminal proseculion, and 

and published in our paper of the 20th. It is gineially believed 

brief cnouKh, and we will here reprint the i,^},eir districts do be accessible to corrupt- 
nrst section. influenne, the oovioied and suspected would, 

« It is hereby enacted, in modification of wo fear, form a lar^e majority of the whole. 
Section 18 ReRuIntion V. of 1831, of the Ben- That the native suUors tlicnriso ves have aj^ 
ICat Code, that from the day of no ziilah wa.ys viewed tliese Courts with the utmost p^> 
or city jiid$i^e within the terriioiie* siihjeei to tlisiraftt# is a truth which will not he de* 
the presidency of Fort William in Uenjral, '* 1 ^** by any one whose opportunities of ob* 
ihall be precluded, hif reason of the amount ot va- '♦ei'vatioii have enabled him to forni a jud;r. 
lae of the nroperl>f for the recovery of which a '“cnt on Ibe subject It i» notorious that, 
suit is instituted, from referring that euit to any when they believ* their cases to be fair and ho* 
principal Hudder Ameen.” ”«*'• "'ey will gladly submit tothe delay and in¬ 

convenience they may experience in the Courts 
This is indeed consnminatin;* the work of of the European jiidjtes, rallier than liavo 
the Black Act, and is the best vindication of tlicir suits made over for decision to their own 
those (if any bad been needed) who scs stre- countrymen; nod that any proposal to 
nuousiy opposed the principles upon which increase tlie powers of these last named funo- 
that Act was framed. lioiiaries, will spread dismay throii;;iiout tho 

_ . „ .... coiiiUry. And yet, with these facts starin;; 

Icegulation X. of 1831, called into exist- Hieui in the face, our legislators quietly ait 
anoc a new class of judicial olficei^, chosen d,„vn. and enact that the jurisdiction of the 
from the natives of the coiinirv, and remune- Principal Sudder Aiiieens shall be extended 
rated hy a monthly stipend of «e-500, to whom loa// eases, whatever may bo the amoiiiitof 
was Kiven 01 iifinal jurisdiction in all suits hi properly at stake! Had they really wished to 
wbicli the value, wlietlier real or nominal, of tVanie a law for the more effecliiat promotion 
the property in dispute, should riot exceed and encouraitetnenl of bribery and oorrup.tibn', 
5,000 rupees; but from Ibejuriadtctiorrol these Human ingenuity could Si-arocly have devised 
Prinoipal Sudder Ameens, were expressly any means better calculated to serve such att 
excepted all suits'* in which an Europea|j eiiil. Here aie ineii paid less than ,one-lniit 
British subject, or an European foreigner, or an of what is given to a Commissioner of the Pet- 
American,” slioitid “ be m party" The wor- (y Court, whosejurisdiotioik is limited to ca- 
ding of this exception clearly proves, that it ..es of four hundred rupees, and they are to 
was not inserted on the mere ground of want determine suits in which lakhs, nay, orores of 
of legislative power to render British subjects rupees, may lie involved. They have siiewd 
amenable to the nativejngdes, for tliAt impe- themselves unable to resist the temptation of 
dimentdidnot present itself in the instance the small bribes offered tbein in cases of tri- 
«illier of European foreigners or of Americans ; fling amount; and where, in Heaven's name, U 
even if it existed with reterence to British siih- lo be the limit to corruption, when the whole 
yeote, wiileli might be boubtful. The excep- propertyofrtieeoantryispiacedattbeirmef- 
tion was made, becanse an acquaintance with e« ? 

the nat'ife character convinced the Govern* * > - • 

ment of 1831, that justice would not be iinpar- 

tialXy administered in such cases—that the But it is not the natives alone who will be 


But it is not the natives alone who will be 


Sadder .Ameen would generally he undnly affected by this most mischievoits law; its per- 
biassed either for oragamst tbo European or nieious effects will, under the Black Act, be 
4nteriqan—and that in |ittit*„.to wMch such equally felt by all of our own countrymen who 
fteirfous .;slmpld be parlies, there would fre reside, orinay have dealings, in the Mofiissil. 
quqaUy ar^ questions on which the native We will not now repeat the protaits so often 
fviu^ioAaj'ies must b* altogether incompetent niade in o.ir columns, against the inju.stice, 
.tqdgaidq. V^henthis regulation was passed, impolicy^ and absurdity of*alling upon native. 
. wqi>ati<>n.*,9.^rebQj^;qip^ the truth, and justice judge* to decide oases Involving questions of^ 
:.oh4iiepriiiqipl«soi;ti(|ue||.it 'WagftHiQ/ded, and English law and English usage ; but, perhwfc; 
Mthoi|gh.w«qquld;qpM,ooktofward to its prao- h simple fact ma/liave wieght with th^tfjpw 

misxiyings and whom i» ^P®^**®** 

will pot pot th4ltjpplboals of ® ^.o 
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Afnin; W9 jKPkM’Vwq esseii tfitit iitvdweeiit^' 
tM pending N « 

wHI probiriiljr be 
t»eiWe la the first eftheite: 

question is siiirplyi whether a 
o«i^fa4rt'l^^ai iiahilitj was or was not inonrred 
hf to»^fin)tltsli.{fenilein«n, under an ajtreement; 
c^lerod into^bjr him with th« nssijtnees of Pal* ^ 
mer and <'o. attd dcaw. 1 ] up h)r the attomies jii 
tfula citv. This ease will he roferediu the Prin- 
oipat Sadder Ameent who will ho oldiKod to 
cdiiistr«e« and decide upon the nteani«)r of an 
Sl^ttali deed, written in a language (to say 
n^hsipS of the law of which he does not un- 
^i(t#^one word, and fortlie technical terms 
edity^h his.own tongue affords no equivalenl 
eg|lt^sii 0 ins I{ The second (Cise is a claim liy 
».at«rcantito firm against an East Indian gen* 
Itemah residing in the interior,->it is for the 
balance of an account current, expending 
oeer'a period of many years, involving qnes- 
tionsHstothe custom of .merchants both in 
Boglandand Caioiitta, the law of principai 
a^agent^ and the propriety of certain Aiies 
madeiti England. This case also will, or at 
leaut,\ander the proposed Act, may he refer¬ 
red iof .decision to an ignorant Bengaiiee Siid- 
dwikiaaea, and yet onwards of a lakh of rii- 
poes is at stake! 1 • We leave these facts to 
■|]^fc fur themselves, without note or com* ! 
tpeqjl from us. i 

^ut, our readers will say, though this may 
all be very had, yet still there is an appeal to 
the Sitdtler Dewanny, and there at least jns* 
tioe may reasonably be expected. Exactly so 
-—we bavq always allowed that the only aile 
viatiofl to the inisclitefs of the Black Act, was 
the appeal to the Sadder. The judges of that 
Cuiirt may not be skilled in a law they have 
never bad occasion to study, but they are 
picked men, selected carefully and impartixl* 
ly, it is to he hoped, from the whole service, 
of undoubted integrity and experience, and 
some of (hem gifted with high talents. There 
wsume seuiirity in an appeal to them— that 

SeCUKITY AM> THAT APPSAL AHBTAR8V AWAY BY 
TNK PHOPOsRD ACT. For ilia benefit of the un- 
initaited, we will explean this. The Regn* 
latiims allow in all cases one regular appeal 
—that is, aa appeal upon the merits. If n 
case be decided in the first instance by the 
Zillah Judge, there is a regular appeal to the 
Sodder Dewanny; but if the original decision 
be passed by the Principal Sadder Amcen, 
(as.it may be in all cases, under the proposed 
Act^ihereguler impeal is to the ZUlab Judge, 
from whom there is only aepicial appeal to the 
SiMl^er Dewanny, tliat'is, the appellant must 
qbgqr that, aelmitting all thefaete mrl merit* of 
tte/Mpa, <(0 be a* they are found by the Zillah 
s^||i|y 9 ,!^tb^ 5 .deoisien upon those facts is at vbri 
law, or regulatinn, orestab- 
tifitaljpreoedent. To shew the real 
‘i^'l^is /ejpteial appeal to the Sadder, 

I qtliagtract' from an ofijoial fetter of 
irltp. 4ha^CatcnUa Court: of appeal, 
Atgd.Ut May. upon |jie ftrrt question 

vybelber aspecial apfHMtlmaybe 
rey^aA^,^|qfk|h«4i)iM»rmiBA' 
bn of fppMi iM^rngmui may aypyaiida hb 


htumyidttymtAMtf, 
the Couita'tjb oTbpitiioii tbit 
coKHat be tumiited'm tttch yrbunbb:- Tlrt'Sad'^ 
vdervacre no donlrt right m this ebmitt»h6libii 
of the Regulations t there must' bo' efr«r 
pafem on the face df the record, {and'thb titdlt 
awkward nrjndges can avdid ihts) or, felled 
oounirymen, yon have no appeal to the 
rier, under the new Ant, though your WbOlif 
panperty be at stake? We pray- tmrdon-^if 
the suit be Tor more than £5,000 sterlrog, tbd 
Zfijah Judges is ti» he jumped over, and the 
ap|)eal is to be direct to the Sadder. W0 
biioihly thank our rulers; they havu still some 
respect for Acts of Parllameni. They have 
nut yet ventured to take away the appeal Id 
the King in Council. But in all suits fotr 
less than sicCa rupees 43,103 (the amount li¬ 
mited for an appeal to England) the deciaion 
of the Zillah Judyet is to be final ae to the merits, 
lie it ever such arrantnonsense—be it eveir 
so manifestly without, or contrary to, evidence, 
the Sudder Dewanny will have now no power 
to touch it 1 ! 

lo conclusion, we entreat our fellow sub¬ 
jects of all clases to unite in petitioning and 
protesting against this proposed law. If it 
pass, it is no idle declaination to say, (hat all 
security fur properly will be gone. To the 
Guvernpicnt iiscif we would address ooe 
word at parting. We do not ask you to con¬ 
sult English Lawyers. We know you say they 
“ thirst fur jurisdiction.” Wo do not ask 
you to consult Uritisli residents in the Me- 
fiissil. W« know yon think they have an 
interest in perpetuating a state of things 

whicli, as lung ns they have the prudence 
tu confine themselves to felony, they may 
commit any crime with impunity.’' But we 
do ask you to consult your own oldest and 
iiest sei l^ants —your own Sndder Couitand 
your own Sadder Board. There have been 
t^any changes of late among these high func¬ 
tionaries, and we know not the opinions of 
(hose recently appuiihed ; hut the seniors, the 
most experienced, are, we believe, to a man 
against yon. If you doubt this, if you do not 
know it already, ask them. Pause, we be¬ 
seech yoifa, in your reckless career ; relinquish 
your blind Inve for theory, and your insane 
ambition lo make laws fur universal man ; 
urush this new Act in the bud ; and let your 
statute book be something bqlter tliau a mere 
record of the extravagancies and, ^haurditics 
df legislattOD run mad.—Hurkartii i JtfarcA 23. 


The Legislature have adored, lile every ane 
knows, the wise poliey of 'aobmiltiog 4heir 
proposed laws to the ordeal ofptthtie opiniuq 
prior to enaetmentib Our ^ory llnfited tiilnfciv 
ing and roadiog^eommunity oannotof oborse 
afford any very f rest aid to the eause of legia- 
latkm, ^r. the'very piadn r«a«on thAt that 
coOuaHoity •dees not oonstituie a thdwsahdtb 
part of tiiamass foy whiMie (auppoced) benefit 
the-laws are enaoled^ i-,Tot the aaggesUnns of 
individu^pls and the ttrletavea qf the Preas, 
liAVA, we ’koiori edait effeoir'irad ' tB <hrdee>be 





9j»9Qar9X0 inor« an^ mw* tba prao- 
UdP'v^i pflfednx .iu w« wpiri^ flin «ee th» 
■«tri 9 |;ares and Mij^geatlonii put forward in an 
bjq>d6ft, eoBflUtent npirit, baitkad l>7 faic« pis^in, 
fi^gnment. Idiv objections, supported by so< 
pb.istoy apd contradictory of dtniared opi- 
viofK, can do the cause of the public no go^, 
ipr being* as we are, at the oteroy of a despo. 
tjlo: ViLceroy, it is only by convincing him af 
ttie value of our advice and obsenration, by 
tite intrinsic cvidonoe of its ^wn worth ^dd 
hi^nestiiniention that we nan hope to have a 
apicc in the amendment of laws for oor own 
^netit. Hence we are sorry when we find the 
aubject of projected laws remaiked on in such 
# style as that adopted in the Httrkaru of 
Thursday last on the Siidder-Auineen juris- 
dietion>eatentiiiii Act. It. is not often that 
cur brother ventures to remark on the current 
business of the day, and still less frequently 
does he toncli upon tlie most interesting sub¬ 
ject'to all thinking men,—*llie progress of 
legisiHtioii. When lie does so, it is railier 
after the fashion of an angry and interested 
partizan tlian a ith the temper of u cool observ¬ 
er, or the spiiil of a philanthropist; a sort of 
one-sided quibbling takes the place with him 
of fair statement and dispassionate ratiocina¬ 
tion ; the energy of honest intention is lamely 
aped by laboured vehemence of ingeclive, 
and the strength of plain language aptly ap¬ 
plied is represented in his ouhimns, by the 
turgid aflectation of pseudo-Biirkian bombast. 
Not having yet remarked ourselves upon (he 
draft of this iinpurtan'. jurisdiction-extension 
Act, we will take occasion at the same time to 
•ay our say, and show up our brother. 

The employment of the natives of India in 
administering the laws to their own |^eoplc in 
their own country, had been insisted on by the 
wisest Indian statesmen for many years pre¬ 
vious to IbDt, as a measure alike of justice! 
And of policy. None w;freinore ready than 
the staunchest advocates of the measure to 
admit the disadvantages attending it, but they 
rightly judged that the good overcame the 
coucuttiitatii evil, and tliey furtlier pointed 
out that by the adoption of the syMern they 
proposed, a mode of counteraction to that evil, 
would be raisedup, available not only to that 
partial end of eoiinteraclion, but powerful to 
produce a general moral benefit upon the peo¬ 
ple of Ipdik at large. The evil was df coursp 
to the went of principle common to most 
oriental nations ; llie check, that creation of 
European executive oflicers into officers of su- 
pervifljon'which would ncessariJy follow upon 
IbedelegRtlon of their ordinary duties tn native 
AttbordsnatM; tiic^eMera/ffiorwiima/iltllieedect 
aftbat ciiWck'ia forcing tfpottttieattention <tf the 
people atlargethebeettif'Of bonesty, andgiv- 
ingcaldenee to-tbom of its superior profit'bt 
oat|npcllfQg;4j} dia ffibrst instance a practical 
exinnplifiwtioa of. dbm trntli of tbe old adage 
«*bcwcatji iSiissg «u>. fce/* .luilfifii ahe system 
was fortiio. firat dtna; pot aa.abtrfe scale to 
the te«t^r p(*«dom .'it Atw asMtnawiedged 
OMHhe' BdiMioft lor^Mi 


j>^d«i'Plbr’'(AHfiket admitted 
more veadi-iy lltad .I>Tnatives UiemsMatm^ 
b«i it was aiiawed atibeisCioe time that to’^^ 
on for aver abusing. deCfyiwg, and dewpinls^' 
tliam was nct.tlte way l^».4R)idce tiiem betidf*; 
that if you continaedV;to;<ylany theif' being 
trust-worthy, they wouidiie'tarJikeoomo worthy 
of trust; that if you. petcsbtad^iln'^ keeping dtl 
oli|oes in the hands nf" faPeiitnePs, ioolcidg-’^ 
down upon the natireC as a degraded, dege¬ 
nerate race without an excepibm, you nev«y 
cOnld hope to oonciUate the peopte genernify, 
or render your Government in any (kshinn 
popular' with the better classes. Thus moraBy, 
and stHI more poliiionlly, the experiment was 
wuith trying. A despotic Government, With 
a handful of ehiaf men for its executive, nit- 
popularly cnnslituted among a people ever 
thirsty for change, holds its seat by a strangely 
frail tenure, so long as it undervalues the 
character of the million it rules over. “ * The 
contempt which one affeois on the throne,*' 
says that admirable histoiian, Daru, speaking 
of the Venetian Gorernment, is still mora 
dangerous than that which one inspires.' 
Hence, oar statesmen, whether they did or 
did not read Darn, adapted at any rate a wise 
policy conforming to the principle above laid 
down, and tbis for some six years past has 
been in course of working out. The jnrisdin- 
tion-extensiun act is no more than the coping 
atone to the siriioturo; it is what everyone 
with sense sufficient to draw the plainest in¬ 
ference must have foreseen, and llinse who at 
this time yell forth ooinplaints against the 
enactment, in horror and surprise»tlie most 
unmitigated, must submit to the imputation, 
either of having self-acknowledged their Want 
of political'Sagacity, or of having affected « 
fictitious astonishment for the better accotn- 
piishment of a newspaper ad eaptandum. 

The writer in the Hm-karu objects to the act, 
because the native judges are dishonest men, 
8. Because they have jurisdiction given them 
over Europeans. Now, lit, says that he, oti 
the passing of the leg. V. of 1631, creating 
nati ve judges “ at once recognised the truth and 
justice of the measure and “ gave itsframers our 
humble tribute of praise.** It appears that ha 
now denies “ truth and justice and withholds 
the “ hnmbie tribute'* on occasionof an exten¬ 
sion of the provisions of this regulation*’ be¬ 
cause *' thehiolumns of the official gazette af¬ 
ford a meianohuly record of native judges 
convicted of bribery." Now -we deny in the 
first instance that the “ melanetraiy record” 
wonld bear out our brother in concluding na¬ 
tive judges to be more eorruptnaw, than he 
considered them to be in 1831, when their ap¬ 
pointment seemed to him a.measure of truth* 
atidjusUce* and called for bis liujnhle tribute, 
and in the second place, wc realty cannot al¬ 
low him to stnitify the public by opposing the 
extcnsidli of jurisdiction to mtUt'n judges of 
the Highest class tmlg, on the freiiAd. of 

. *Wle tr&im lemeptw qua I* on sfibeta s*t'<id||)i 
cloa dsac^niaSa due caim uttei’ea itWaud,, > -.l>St|if/|l|piL 
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dj^ptfsty iMnioag ftif 
tojretlidr. As to flie Ju-, 
riFfi(jfi|t}^ wtMtrves'ove'rl^^ropeans, thP writer 
.i« begs' the qnestiPn as.rexerds 

H’ep T. or'!83t, winch, lie iinys, exdudcid 
B^rdpe&jps fftim thh ^idrisdiclion of natives', 
M?<^«se the OovernmMt'** wits donvipoedthiit 

I hsdec tvdiild not bd imj^rtially adtitinisiered 
k those Raises.*' fhe tvriter mqst, wcSiipiioae, 
have'liad aii intuitive pcreopfidn of this con 
elcUnh, otherwise how could he he atenic of 
it? 'Buthave'native* hy ^li* pr^ipsed act,' 
direct jnriscliction? The writer ini’ the Wjtr- 
hays so, for he eites two caaes of impor* 
thnee, whieh wili'he referred under it to the 
ooiii4r'^ ''Pt'>oeipal sadder .ntiine»n.s. The 
dr<|'i^of the not,- however, gives us to under* 
atand the direct oontrarr, for it merely pro¬ 
vides, tltathnalllab judge shall he precinded 
from refereidg ;.anf suit to any principal 
aaiidcf aumeens,. whence it ap^ar* that the 
interest-of Buropcans are still entirely in the 
hands of European judges. Tile hearings of 
thh la-w are not fairly and bopestiy stated jn 
the tfarhur-pi, eiilier in the one case or, the 
-otlHW, Thu is not argnment. but case making. 
Wtot makes.this style of ohjeution still snore 
absurd, is the fact that this very Hurkaru 
HfjMVspapcr was hat a few weeks ago shouting 
IPUdgiu over the appointmcuitof natives to posts 
of-trust in the Revenue Pepartinont, aposition 
ip .which their dishonesty,, if they be dishonest. 
U produetive-.of infinUet} more exteudad evil 
than in the judicial branch, .and where the 
interests of Europeans are mpre likely to be 
affcc-ted ]^y a bias of partialitv .agaiu-st them, 
because Uie check of superior,European aiithn- 
ri.ty is not to direct, or so easily excited as in 
the civil courts. 


For dnrseives, we are sorry. In as far as oar 
countrymen are concerned, to see the samesori 
of legislation with re.spect to them exhibited 
in this as in the far famed lllack Act. It is 
true, as above set forth, that their inferrst, ate 
virtually in the hands of European judges, but 
those individuals are not always the di.screelest 
of men, and they have, by tran.sfer to a native 
judge of a case utterly beyond his competence 
to understand, much loss decide; the power of 
imposing on an European much aiinoyanee, 
-distress, and oltim.ate loss. The question is, 
Slmaid they be entrusted with muoh power ? 
We regret m'tich that the supinerfes* or ihefll- 
oiency of the .Law Cetnmissionr shoold conti- 
nnetolteep European settlers in Indiahope- 
lemr for ythrstocome ofacodein whinh their 
interests generally should be considererl and 
preyidOd for'; in the mean time they are made 
thft-fiibjeets of piece-meal legisintioif, and 
enhetments framed apoa general eape- 
di^hSdi^*%>rihtefples, with little referencetl^ 
penWWil^ietdfthcir position. They havojniw 
oa^d td'^llompI^Q, and should' petition, not 
i^t'-K&n w^nthsn of an 'lsoI«ied It^W, hut 
IVor oNbe formation ofatt^natehded civil 
..^le, wUlmiit aefciDh they mnyt eabtinoe in the 
ahasnlotU' |><i(|i|Niiui, in whkdi'lliey have 
^ith«A» fooatd md attiidtiMfey of 

Bapodleaey Aoti,' 


• fa fhai;-4f-tliie liiM 

.as tlib d>h%nesty of tm j'adkee bj^ 

npon tt; wn^liave .afready' vi^aMy' 
our opltfidn; tiohernmeat ha* oiiMen.tb ei^^nnif 
indiinal pomehi td'nativb officer*; mhj^Wly 
of whom require'strWt anpemsi oW Thr't^ 
asiistiranhe bf their fh^grity. "Now thef liSi** 
oHjdnaTjnrlsdtctibn yob im^sO' upon 
pervising olffleer, (he- more' obmplete' nidst'^ 
his power of general 'ooiitrof.- Conse^deilfly 
the law is ^a poUtio one.' That the ihh'njl'OF 
pfi^ciple isthe.mairt cause of'enmpihipthga'intt 
nalive judges, (partiOufarly inoOiisilfs]| and'tHttf 
their country men pat test traiit inthOm, tiiad 
In Eompean jiidges, ia hotofiou*! Iwt it la 
less notorious that efficient eontfol by R''Bili'pCh 
rior officer, and the fear of losing a valualwe 
office, the prospect of promotion and tliat sahi- 
murn bonum of the nOtite, a pension, eompel* 
an integrity which is not tlio le.ss enmpleto he- 
cause the offspring, not of principle, but af 
interest ami fear conjoined. To say that a 
native is nut to im depended on, who only 
receives a monthly salary of live hundred 
rupees, is taking a European estimate of the 
ratio of the reward : that sum to a native it 
more valunhie than triple its amount to n Eu¬ 
ropean. We, however, strongly incline to, 
think that honesty cannot be pnrebased.. In¬ 
nate principle, the dread of shame, the hope of 
;reward, the fearofpiini.shHient are the things-to. 
look to, and not live hundred nor five thousand 
inoiitbly bits of money. In proportion asthesa 
come to be exercised will the honesty of native 
suhordinates he assured. Already there is « 
manifest improvement in the io-tegrily of na¬ 
tive judicial officers, he.st manifested by the 
greater readiness of native suitors to abide, bjr 
tlieir decisions. It is not the business of tbosu 
who truly desire to see respect and iionor paid 
in India to the beauty of integrity, to coll out a* 
every instance of mis-doing, and <lamn a clas*. 
for the crimp of an individual. Let misdeeds., 
he visited with punishment, but take oepgsion 
to give credit indirectly to those who have done 
no wrong, that they tnay thereby learn to glory 
in the distinction. *' Tiie fool,” says the Per¬ 
sian proverb, “points nuttbe stpin in Ibe . 
fair oariMst; the wise man covers it witli his 
.skirt.” ‘The day i.s, we fear, very, very far 
distant, when principle will instigate the ma¬ 
jority of oar Native judges to honesty, hut of 
this we may be assured, that the worst way <if 
accomplishing the desired end is the eiernaljy. 
Reminding Mmm oftfleir dishpapar,— 
man, Marti 27. , „ > 


The Draft of a new Reghlatiipft MMjiist betMi 
promoli^ted, wMeh IntToduoUsa most inupoi'-*' 
tant alteration into the Civil jurispradeitisa' 
of the eo,entry. H is proposed that in futdra, 
ail'Urigifial suits, of whatever- value,- shall he - 
cognidahile by«-'the PriaoiMl-Budder Amaeii,'-’ 
Thktmay’beeetfsidered aa>pe«tiilg^be'ffnisiii> 
ing hwaddothe hew system of CivH pFoeeduve,'' 
wMeh-hms now beep ie-pnegroU'for siKf'tMev ^ 
DaviaE;thiB short fntervid, a etiittpiste-erfijfto' 
ihaacft hMlwnh ialMdaoaAdpMlBpI^^ 



Ml^9i^:or ^iidges. 

;pt6iwtn ;fl^ IJutiifeai, apiTJiil pf ilipm tfi^lnct 
ffOip tiike liidgpa in th« ooveqan0a aer^kie, 
T^e liaiipiifa Crf.Pwt wrvice arp i? 0 Mr tesofved 
aii^^ eapiuaiVel; for . a,ppea}f fro|i the deci> 
alofla .Pf ,tbe ttqppvonwiiod /iidges. la this 
i»oreoy«r, t((ii^O{>o«ed lawintrpduoes 
a vMy dnjuded aitemtion,. Appeals from thp 
d.<oo}||i^'>of the principal Suddei* Ameen,s 
are tu'h^ ongnjaable only in the Sadder 
Vi(aiU)e Adawlut tJnder the,ol«lregime* cares 
hrftoght hefpre a 2|iUa.h Judge, and pae- 
aed in appeal from him to the Provinoial 
and from tlienpe moved up into th« 
highest Court of appellate jurisdiction in the 
country. Under the new system, the funution.s 
of the Zillah Judge and of the, Provincial 
Cogrt are superseded. A cause of oven the 
highest value, may he brought before a Hindoo 
or IVlnhomedau Judge, and carried fioin him 
in appeal at once to the Sudder. 



The clfect of this change will, we think, be 
found beneficial. It will relieve the higher 
fiinctionarics, wlio enjoy large cniuiiiinents, 
from the details of civil jurisprudence, and 
hfl'ord them leisure for tTIht general siiporin- 
tendence of the administration, which is their 
'proper province. It will simplify the nmeliin- 
cry of civil justice, and render the settihment 
of judicial questions less Uiirdensnmo to 
the funds both of the state and of suitors. 
That the Natives are quite as competent, from 
their natural sharpness of iiitcliect, to cam* 
preheiid the merits of a case, and to delect 
those shades of difl'crcncc upon which justice 
often hinges, was, we believe, never denied. 
Hum ami educated in the country, they posses 
that acquaintance with local iiahils and reel- 
iitgs, which cannot but facilitnlc thcisetllo- 
ment of litignteil questions. All that Was 
the full competency of 



l«3r could 

t referenaie id 


^ fading Bgines s. 


every 

we were, mnefi . „ .. 

History of the pptt^ teenofacture in 
land itt’Shd t'hgt, i^oagkihh of'traw, 

cotton, 'wltieh jpasses threagb the hatnds of - 
the brokers at Li.verppol, doe^AOt fell short, 
if we remember fight,,of seyeo tuilfions ster-^, 
ling a year, afd tboligh many quesUphs or 
greht meghitiide and intricacy gre involyed 
in these transactions, in no Instance .has a' 
ddpatebeen brought before the Court#,rela* 
live to them ; every altercation has lieeni. 
settled by an amicable reference to those inu 
the profession who had no intovest in the 
transaction which gave birth to the dispute. 
The more this.! pdnciple of self-government' 
can be hronght into practice, the more health 
ful will he the administration of Goverpment. 

But the increased responsibilities of the 
Principal Sadder Anieens ought, in our hum* < 
ble judgmettt, to bo accompanied by an 
augniention of allowances. They are now 
ontruhled with those functions of the publio 
ndmini.stration, whicli it was formerly deem* ' 
ed necessary to commit to an dfiicer of' not 
less than fifteen or twenty years’ standing 
in the Civil Service. Ip the decision of ori¬ 
ginal civil suits, they now oeoupy in fact that 
place in the state whicii was formerly filled 
by the Provincial Judge of Appeal ; why then 
should tlicir allowances be restricted to one- 
eightli of tiic salaries paid to those high func« 
tionaries ? To impart consistency to the pre¬ 
sent arrangement, it is necessary that the eino,- 
lunients of these elevated stations should bo 
brought in some measure to correspond with' 
the dignity and responsibility with which they 
are invested. 

The system of jurisprudence which ii is now 
(woposed to establisli, appears to remove tho 
. . , , ,, only real objection which existed to therm- 

wanted to give them the full competency of I p|uy„,„„t opthe language of the people in. 
Judges was, honesty of character. This alsoNhe management of their own business ip the^ 


will come with time, and tfie exercise of res¬ 
ponsible functions. Meanwhile, any bias to 
injustice, whether through the influence-of 
prejudice of corruption, which may deterio¬ 
rate their decisions, wrill ho corrected by an 
appeal to the higher Courts, in which some 
of the oldest and most cxpericuced Judge.s in 
the European communUy preside. At the 
same time the dignity to which it is now pro- 
pOiied to raise the Natives^cannot-fail to con¬ 
ciliate the ccifiintry, and to prove iTpowerful 
stimulas to national improvement. 

The management of Civil suits is that de ¬ 
partment of tlie exeontive government whioh 
cnn:h«oo<m)Mtied with most confidence, to tjhe 
Natives, ii.n4or,a<> olfective Mstem, of ehpeks. 
la.^ttliej4nofe questions of individual Vighj. 
cakko qi^uated iu the deci.eion of therOopa-i 
ipiUilty am^g .whoin- the diepotee arise, thf 4. 
mei^,1or -Uie eMnta^ The aii»plifioal|pn:,df 
|cliiH iNt*! o£.,^.aotilement oti, 

.ev»y,. ^owMOlt hf the. «i»4. vjmplesjJ 

-proeeis, la Mways ^ ,<iaeq3iiitoi^.^ t,ok«|i oi 
iispfpfvmnent. indeed^ thn the 


Courts. WiiiJe cases of a high value were - 
cogniaablo only by gentlemen in the CivU . 
Service, who were notaIwaysne.qaaintod with,, 
the vornacnlar language of the province en> . 
trusted to them, there was some obstacle in 
making it the language of the Court. But 
aii the Principle Sadder Ameens, he they .. 
Hindoo, Mahommedan, or Christian, are, we,-, 
believe, weil«versed in the language of liio,)" 
poopje among whom they live. Tbis,.lhere- 
Tore, is the time to gratify the Native comtnq-. > 
nity by restoring to them the, ose of their .owq 
language, and conferring-qn them a boon of 
wliioh they have now been deprived .for more 
than, six renluries.. In the extending juris- 
(licUou of the Principal Sadder Ameens to 
ilM) original. congni.iance of all aoit|, we have . 
followed the example oftbe Bq«u,hayPre8iden- - 
ey. Why may,we not alW follow that Go'vernr . 
ment in, tlfc a^ption of the vernacolar. Ian- -iy 
f gouges,*j|»n whleji no measure is *ore 
(p ,<iopcUiqte,.ti>«.„oOhfidenre of the.. ppop}n,1tf^ 
Ope great, step ..in*tJija path of bene>o|.eAs^t;;£ 
alrqafixHfcj»f|l.^to«d jn th,e rec^t 
itltgt.the depositions of witnesses shejg|i^,|j|^ 
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ACT. 


lAiigaaEfi.crf; 

lAAtiU for Oovempr to flomwa- 

worlc» : • ■■ -v/ 

llinpiE. add farthorv 

_ jt oafeflOl interfere with Uw <iw>» 

appeals te Iha Sadder* for it wiight 
fttHI lie the rote that'la all appealed cases, 
the papers. sMoold be iranslated-iato Persiaov 
The possibfMtj' df ah appeal to the Sudderi 
in wliieb for sonte iiote to oonie’^^ersbao wiJi 
protaabij Conti noe to predominate* ought iret, 
therefore, to stand in the way of this transi'on- 
dapt conoessiotifto the people. Not one cause 
}h ifty is (tkeiy erpr to reach tliat Court; and 
■teanflot b»t appear an anomaly that on this 
eimpla .iprouiidU the remaining fort^y-njne 
ogusesjlhonld be tried in & language foreign 
to lJ»e pcpph.-~I^nepd of India, JHaixh ^ 

We find the Friend of /«*» Js opposed to 
our views on the snbjeet of th^lJroposed Law 
for e itending the jnrisdrcticii of Native^Judg- 
es to ail cases, 'Whatever may he the amount 
of 'property at stalce. The IrttelHgenee and 
phtiaathrephie spirit generally displayed by 
pttf.^eontemporaiV) would load us to attach 
cdhsiderable importance to his opinion in the 
present instance, Wfere it not evident that it 
has been formed under a misapprehension of 
the real nature of the taw he commends. Wr 
oWn wo are surprised lie should have record- 
od'lils sentiments upon a matter of such vital 
importance to the oonntry at large, without 
having taken the trouble to read with ancu 
racy the two sliort seotkina of which the pro 
posed Act eonsiats ; had he done so, tie would 
never have penned the article which we have 
copied into another part of onr paper. 

The Friend of India supposes, thatdhc effect 
of the now law is to supersede the functions 
of Hie ZUIah ludgc, and that, ander its pro¬ 
visions, “ appeals from the decisions of the 


Sndder Jkmeen.and tbe dwereH<^« of UieJjftllah 
fudge ! .fhgjt diiy UASt '6a«,b>ep aSi^gbW te 
Uie operiilijdd of this moristfoui 

vir,e,o)yo edtirtl^, td .the ^.|^df 
menl, i^hich gives^,an a^mal 
Coupcii in eti, soils for ittOarp 

to U»#^ndia** Governpiibi. Hiat we.are inddoH 
ed fer this solitary 
pntflctple*. The Friend % iftrffe 
iHe object of the law is «n«foly, ifdnsfer ^to 
fW PrincipaUSadder Ameeh the jufisdicffen 
uTw possessed by tjie Zillah |nd«s, wheroas 
we have shewn that its effect vHlI.bo to takb 
away the jnrisdieUon of the Sadder Dewanny 
Adawlut in a vast majority of the most tm- 
porlant egses, and to tran|%r to tbe_ZiIlah 
fudges the oontrolliiig power whicn has hi¬ 
therto been vested in the highest appellate 
Court. We prrsanie our oontemporary will 
allow that the ZHIah Judges are, as a body, 
auite unfit to b- trusted with such enormous 
powers as will be given to them under the 
new Act, if it pass in its present shape. Should 
he have any doubt on the point we could cite 
a few decisions of these functionaries for his 
Information, or lie may turn to 
ports of the Sadder Dewanny Adawlut and 
judge for himself what would have been the 
amount of wrong committed, had a law simi¬ 
lar tortile present one been passed some year.s 
ago-and that the Zillah Judgeships are now 
filled by men of more experience and ‘nlent 
than formerly, will scarcely he contended, it 
is indeed onrioiis that this A.ct gives wwi e pow¬ 
er to a tm,le Zillah Judge than is possessed 
hy a einqie Judge of the Sudder Dewanny. In 
an appeal to the latter Court, the concurrent 
opinions of two Judges are required to reee«e 
a decree, but the nngU voice of the Z llah 
Judgeris to he sufficient to r^ew as well as 
confirm the decisions of the Principal Sndder 
Aineens. Is this an oversight a* the pari of 
our rulers, or what? While welUnff <»» “"» 


visions, "appeals iroiu uie aeoision# m «ir luioi-, ^ « nirbumstance 

PflDOlJpAl Sudder ® ,_* »** nm tfcnerallv atiderstaod. 


bfe only in the Sadder Dewanny Adawaint.” 
If he will tarn to the last clause of the Act, be 
will find that the aptteal from the Principal 
Sndder Ameen to the SUdder Dewanny is 
given only in eases appealable to the King in 
CoiittcH, that fe, in eblta whore the amount 
of the property in diaphteis estimated at more 
than sicca rupees 4%1«3 ; in allotlier earn, 
instead of tke functions if the Zdiak Judge ieif^ 
eupereemd,' ^'deeaione are made fined, 'whb th« 
'exceptiestji'We-pointed «ot and ekplained in 
ttor foriUet''i*5ea»arks. ' As ear 'contemporary’s 
tedtoeaof pf “•ttie measure Is abased upon the 
bbdv'e etfotfbeWi snpporitloiltU is only neces-'' 
fey tH,' lii refatatiowof his argaments, 
itloli'mistake* be has eemmiUed. 

enys as to the ceweotfoa «f the dr- 
' ■ ‘ "fat araeeldeBtelt 1 ^* ria- 
esfblde#«ii4 feoe* 
Hie jfitrtepesibdpmnra- 

.- Jpa-to'.''HNi;iir4irfi»d<:, Onr 

aiio.ei^ pafe^gna^d 

They sidliljint ap^l 

or «»f ’*•** Natite 


which is perhaps not generally anderslood, 
viz. that suits not appealable, on, the merits, 
to the Sadder Dewanny under She new Act, 
(the nominal amount of the olgmi bemgdess 
than Sa. Rs. 43,103) are often hroaght for 
property of the real value of lakbiS of rupees. 
Not to mention that Urge cIms of „cases in 
wbioh important qaesUoss of fi|[»t ai;e ,yai$^ 
on disputes as to t«lli«g pee»M»rf 
—(m wtoe a islalin for Real: 



T^ook ma» jlnvolve thejtewre by n 

whole Rnjh isheld) **»e^ 
for landed preperty ispntireif JiiM»«toas. Jf 
IStbe aZemindary ^ 

Gweenment, et^fdhted to m 

fact, ten timhs tta* iteonot would be 
the truth, atod Ibis, ttdWd frequent^. 
too low. Thne astttt for aueipirtdW W^f- 
ed at Sa. Rs. fwquld wd ,be anpe^- 
able to We Sndder pewnuny, 

[toai ytifee n>igb<t be oeaeidergbly upwqr^pt 
a lakh and a half. ;:, 

Wc treat we baep sqid eppugb to cCnvtoeo 
the Friend of India that he his been* ha.*e 
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Bip ii-Vtli:., We wHi oiit^dV jid- 
y€fK|’.it|»^H«'; 9 d|»rjre.irifc^^^ Ue '"has taad4ift? qon- 
neciien^jfflpf dli^^amdet. ' Sbirte'^rtlvem iteem 
lie bettkf '^<^pkH| to. tbciVitt^ridiui of XJto* 
.pia.,|^,^^to iU'ai' tiitiia \k the nine- 

tbo,'yVat when 

94fjlflteljtiiWt’iw'Qtoatphrai'/'dwiBilehifwn the 

bf the nativw (atWayl 
UacTij^^(i^e<>Hi|blehet jinportaint fcqutsitip 0 / 
fioni^yjto jniitroo to their conK- 

ti 7 ^p, hf ehotiidi;,hot perceive (hat his' own 
ai^inmeei shewR their liltei' iinfitnoAh to aiHu- 
(tjicate ep»eV to .which fiiitopeans are partfea, 
ati4 .wbtoh cap he rightly decided by thoite 
pniy who ato oopveraant with European laws, 
ciielohih^ and feellngjii. 

The 'En^HAmm alao is hostile to our views 
of this law. It seems ouf style of writing of¬ 
fends oiir brother's taste ; we regret it sltuuld 
do so, but at this moment have no leisure Un 
apologies.' As, however, the Enfflishman 
Oharge.s ns with not having farily and lionesu 
ly stated the bearings of the law, we will say 
a very few. words on the point. Wo are not 
pWftial to the use of the aryumenium ad homi 
nem, but we would suggest to our ermtempp- 
rary that when ho professed to give his read¬ 
ers a snintnary of our objections to the Act, it 
would have been rather more fair and honest” 
on his part not to have omitted tlio very impor¬ 
tant one urged by ns on the score of the trans* 
fer of appellate jurisdiction from the Sudder 
Aewahny to the Zillah Judges. Perhaps (his 
was one of the " bearings of the Jaw” tie 
foilAd it difUcult to defend, and therefore 
passed over inprudent silence. But be thinks 
there is a gro.ss inconsistency in our objecting 
to the new act, at the same time that we give 

Re- 


our " tribute of praise” to tlie framers of 
gnfation 6 of 1891. Now where is the inoon- 

Sistenloy of Wtls ? ’ Regulation 5 of 18.91, wasj^g allowed but In eases of £(^000 value, 
an eiperiiitont made with very great caution ; 
whereas the proposed act, though founded in a 
certain degree upon the same prin*iples, is a 
piece of reckless legislation, removing these 
restriotiotis whlcii the wiser poIie( of the 
Govetiimbnt of 1831 had imposed, and i^creas* 
ihg to an i'bdeftnite extent the leroptatioti to 
cnrrii|ition. Ba much for this charge. The 
Ea^uhAian next'tells as, that *' the interests 
of RuTopeans are * still left entirely .in the 
iiahdsW EnrOpetih Judges.''Ttiis is eititera 
bladder orpqnibhtei It is true that no anils 
Whatever aVejhiiliidtod in the Cottrtt’ of the. 

PritfeipaTSdider Ameeng, who only try the 
oasefs fbfeiTfd to them by 'the Eoropean 
Jiidgeti^l\hini 'Act 'Xi*- of hM vtiduKUy 
'deeti^d that^fhi^i^tl tir Sar^eaiMiniaii ^^ 

'ab^rwerred, eaQall 5 '’WiYK those of natlwes, and 
lhre^Vd|jp'oiiM%:<t^^*fiiii;l!h$r 'declares ^tfrat the 
TiiaMitude'pPthP" eroj^kv'at Wtske ahaJl he 

dindd; IMirihhERj^h^ddghSjhelM 

'hiM»#'"thpae ■‘’iB' s^ 


.. 

whether oHSarOoeAp* or-nii|^^dttdt»orihd^ 

' nriffefe,* tHe.4pp^tod w^ 


ViksWifefeiptrbdv^^lesstliOy lock npon 
lael^ics to treat ruo'iUaek Act as a dead fettolr ; 
■the siiHs .»ro.rereTr«d to fhe Sadder ^Anieetior 
immedHita^ tiiey aiiO inatllhjlady and it iaoni' 
<Hitii ^e pleMlngOiwreilpahdiiiiftiaiihe^nature 
and importatiowol' a Oaae - ct^ Jte tioderMood. 
Wo will say no-more-io reply* to- oar wm- 
temporary, hut leawe the doeiidh 

wfaigher ilia arthoie or hwfrimsl 
the stigma Of being an inpilalr aaddbHUfeeai 
statement of the bearings of - this propeeed 
law. ' ■ ■ 

Wo once more call opOn all those whnhavb 
an interest in thO adininislratioo of Mofessit 
jnstiee'to bestir 'themselves in'this inattor be< 
fore it be too late^ If they suffer this drefe of 
tiro propedod Ac*to pass into a law, without 
romonslranoe on their pdrt, they wifi a^nredly 
one day repent their present apathy. 

[ ffurkafu, March 90 . 

In our obsorvalinns .upon the draft of a Re¬ 
gulation for enlarging the Jurisdiction of the . 
Principal Sadder Amceos, we felt inadver¬ 
tently into a very serious error, which tbo 
Hurkaru has pointed outand whioh we hasten 
to Hckriowledge. Under tliO peeposed arrange¬ 
ment, the Civil Judge is atliberfy to. refer 
all litigated questions, wliatever may he the 
amount at-stake, to the Prinoipfil Sadder 
Aincen : and an appeal from his decision lies 
to the Sudder, only when the value of the 
property in quostion is of such an amount as 
to come within the range of an appeal to tho 
King in Council; in all eases of «inferior 
amount, an appeal lies only to the Civil Judge 
who.ie decision is Hnal. We had erroneous¬ 
ly supposed that the appeal to the Sudder was 
not fettered by this limitation ; and hence tho 
aegnments in favour of the new law which 
wore built upon this general right of appeal, 
will of course tell against i^ since no appeal 


It is a serious drawback upon the value of 
the new law,—which so far as the property of 
Natives Is concerned, oamtnettds itself to the 
judgment,—that the interests of European#, 
which frequently in vole principles of English 
law, should not be brought for final deeiston 
to the only Court in which they.can olrtaina 
full and eqaitable examination. Tiie Natfee 
Ameens, howfeyer well aeqaalntod with the 
iransaoiioQs-of Uieir fe.Uow.eonntrymen,;eaii 
form no correct jodgmmt^^ioatlsesfhr-beyoiid 
the sphere -of thoir legaf'iiRaiiiineotA, which 
arise oat of a system qf Iqw, .iqf 'wbfeh they 
know nothing,-and Hhe-dReflwmi^ connected 
jwith whi^. they ' cannedV.oomiH’fhend. Tim 
appeal whieh (i» allowed iJVamAhetn. .to- life 
Civil JndgO - eaimut .d)e, deemsttisalssfectory. 
fVom the'eoostant, finetoagio&fofSncibiy in 
India* tliif WiBce m\frcqoenUy?fiJM #uw #«is- 
woiw* hyyonmg toeo Of very limitod okpetii^pm, 
ivhsrf^lgnotowkdf the prinoiptotpr^^*? 

Eojflfsh l#ri'' :ln. these 
A-BnlH^an sWhMHR,cannot anticipate; 
■TiWS»i‘**ato'of\1;q9!|toe wdiiiih he'to'*,,''' 
bfieet from Go^is^^^nt., The oh^t 




St^F^LfeMENT TO TIIK BlifVe’K lAtiT. 



to A1‘0 M 

/ gr^wiBOf'to iheeT' iW 


^9, '^*0*!^ *pww:5l^. 


.nJiiMibeert tup IfitUrinMB; 

>raiDticp of .Gav«f.B^t>*it’ tq k'ppolHt Npffv* 

exaouad^ii pr (Hp ‘WliWqci >i^d TMali^mptfu^ 
lAUr«;'iQ oVery. .Cq«.rt, tn, ,ior<lp^ that the %- 


. dl^tt»p',t«,iiJU0Wihe to Hie ’A sor- 

i^{»qa^i% iqdtoffpncB oanpot be'equitably 
(l<b^%ti^|tiih..Bpi'opeap ioHabitaoUt'ol India: 
aq4,'Ww*'y^oof!BtTOen4 WKjiP claims to ,'ho 
.ro^^«^ 4 >pJustice must rcooi^nize in the case 
i6|’ fijiiTfpllms tbe same equitable principle 
,iipoi).w%^a.XxoV6rninent have acted in the 
d.|^p of IVativo transaplioDS, 

"' ■■Jt doM not .ap'pbar on; wh« ground suits 
clignizable by the SiidderItewannee'A(|awiot 
ahoitld’'bd limited to such as are opetito an 
aiiplmrto Sn{tifend, just at the'time that Court 
'api^ars td enjoy greater facilities thair ever 
’^ mspositig of appeals. When the old ma> 
cuftwry of the ProvincialCohi'ts wasin opera- 
titm, the jiirisdf?!tion of this Court extended 
■fbtionghoot the whole of the’ Presidency, and 
the,uuiiiber of Judge.S was generally timited 
’t'o'fbBCi' At present one half its jurisdiction 
ha* heen tralpsferred to the Court in tiic 
Western ProYinces, while the number of 
Jildg«ahtts'hfedti inBreUsed. Why, then, it may 
horeustmably hsked, should the business of 
thu'^C^di^'bd cUhtfaeted^ to the manifest detri* 
of suitors T Under the proposed arrange-' 
raent, hidec^t the Civil business of tbe Conrt 
wilt soon be reduced almost to nothing. Thu 
Civfl'ait'd Session Judge having now the pij- 
Yilege of transferritig ail suits to the Prinoi- 
'^al Stsdder Ameen, will .necessarily avail him¬ 
self-of'it; and in this case the only Civil' 
’eaitse* which can in future he heard and de¬ 
termined in the Siidder Dewannee, will he 
eases of the large nmoant of £5,000. How 
many such suits are Hkhtjr to he brought'into 
Court within a twelvPinontb?’ 

Tbe proposed enactment is the coniitorpart 
of the law as in force at Bombay, which gives 
the original jurisdiptioo, of ail causes, to Na-. 
live Judges ; hut it ,4o<^,J>ot appear that-the 
iaitsyhiph qt that Prepideqey may bp appeal¬ 
ed from their deuisipn jo tbe Sudder, are Ji- 
ijEtited/WiPpp* of fc^OOO vaioe. in looking 
over Q»r fiips of the Bombay purpuu, we fiqd 
nuRps pf the trifling valaf.of and dOO Hii- 
; Dpea pfipenJeC from jibe JPsincipaL,judder 
■ .ob,nr,t of jqjpqUateja* 

hoped, thereA»r«,.t|tat 


Itta to.>e hoped, therefpr«,.t|tat 
will be somodified aftofiij^jt. 
*" which Enr-rpean* 
jj^^i^nt iPo»et»i«e|i|tjMe 

gg^j^lhUfOatiyeviiyith omlflilenoe. 

iiw, tlrey 
,of (ho %ejttfMty,nf jn» 
reaidoolhivwitl) oquaJ 
J&jiWiu, Aptil 6, , 


mM 


coh(i#gli: 


,, . SHfiere-W^-rThat your inRiuofl^s'b are ihui^ 
dfssatisflgd with the prii9ncti^i:^w,.a,nnonnp- 
edip the oAciai Caspite^ of. .w^fMfhe object 
J^jo render aU cases refer^jc iptiy Principal 
Euddor Ainecn-s, w<th a ilisUiimipii in rega^ 
to those pnjy wl|ieit. under. |f^Si>ytion 10 , of 
1797 are, thrpugh,iiie'Sod(ler ifluwanne Adaw- 
lut, appealable, to the King iniCounciL h\ 
regard (o these it js proj>OMcd,t|.iat from the 
judgment thereon an appeal sligU lie direct 
to the Sudder Dewannee Ada'wtut. In all 
other cases refeired to'the Principal Sudder 
Ameen, the regnlar appeal «ill lie id the ZHlah 
Judge, from whose deoisioit there is oiily a 
special appeal to the superior Court. ’ 

3. Tbe objections of your inomorjalists rest 
chiefly on the nature of Ure existing rules which 
regulate the hdmtssion of speoid or second 
appeals, and on tlio.waUt of confideacc which 
they feoi as to the judicial qiiaiiflcations of 
the individuals to whom the functions of.Dis¬ 
trict Judge, and, more partioufarly, of Prin¬ 
cipal Sudder Ameen, are now entrusted. 

3. It would be tedious to trnco the fluctu¬ 
ating views of-thc Government on the snliject 
of s|>ecial appeals,* sometimes extending, and 
sometimes narrowing, the grounds for tbc'Wd- 
mission of the same, ‘ft is sufficient to notice 
lirat no second appeal is now ' admissible, 
unless (lie appellant conccdeUlie facts ns 
f(iuud by tbe lower Court, and sliqw excep¬ 
tions h^sod on law, precedent, or usage. 

4. Your Lordship moitit he well aware, tiiat 
the vast majority of litigations firm on isimes 
of fact, and yvnr memorialists cannot oon- 
teinplato without af4rm’ “ the sertoiiiifM oonsc- 
qiiences likely to arise from tJie great lucreAso 
of errouqous judgments not cevudable fn ap¬ 
peal,”f which will inevitably rusait from die 
propo.sed law. That the<rears.o.f your memo¬ 
rialists are not ill founded, they potreat your 
Lordship to refer to liie printed reports of tlic 
Eudder Dewannee Adawlab^and to' oompute 
tile mass of wrong nhiob -w«uld have''been 
perpetrated, had a laweuch ae.'Htnt Aotv siig- 
.gested, debarred the aggrieved .from M»4iM>.s.s. 
Your moraoriaUsts apprehend ii-wilt not bo 
urged that the Local tribuirat* utM» noweocu-' 
pied by aunorequanfledetder^fshiea. 

6 . % tb^ 2 f^ Sec. 21 , an 

abneaHleslo (he Jp UOunrJI, from any 
jodgtqpnt |as*|« ^ (W Sudder ,Pew>iwiee 
‘Adamu'tl ‘on p ma'jtoy the real vaiueof, which 
U ~ at ieasland tlidugf JjBt 

Cbdri'wtir reff^je Ip fdrward.Xp Uppoal from 

' - '' --— 

- 49 of lafe, 8cr. 24 lleg. 2 of 1809, Sec. 

10. Eva. 26 of 1814,*See. 2.'Beg. 8 of JBIfl.’See. 2, 

• lleg. 7 of 1825. Spit, 4. , • v.' V) . ■ 

t These aic the words oP Reg, 49 of IfOS, Ftr. 2 



StJI»iFl.EMKNT^ act. 


i#$ indffitont wli^re the oSci:^1 
8i':W4K<03 W tfe^Ppt^^hf 

front'"Itft ' tffjoitolti,'’ ' of 

tiui r^iirMnio^iof »£&,OOd'.«t 0 rlinig^.'ls not do- 
'|hH v«d of rotoiodv hottewod .by an the 
Prtyy CdanojJ wauld^'id atiebloiiat^dohblieai' 
receive an., appeal preferred dwov t® them. 
Bht’lif'tlib p^pdsed Si; vrHl tbht a 

OTih^er of baheg,' by their foa! vaiiifo 
IbSthHi'/if^dWahlp td the fCiwe^^ in CSouncy, 
will bo iSnpallv deijidod lit thb -WiMah CoonU, 
and 'iftb partiog agKrfeVbd wHl be oMsted of 
tiib'Te'bonfae wbiohffhe British Leaislhtare has 
provided. Your memo’rlaibte heed not rortitild 
your’Lordship that- the olSoini vainatlon of 
snits rejcarding ‘tenures of land is touch iess 
than the r^at. . 

d. ,,Y-oHr memorialists cannot suppose that 
the projected law has boon susKOsled by .nio- 
t'lvifs of puhlio oeohomy. If, howc.ver, its ori¬ 
gin have any conucotion with sn-h motives, 
your memorialists respectfully submit that on 
the vast revenues levied from these pr-ovinces, 
a more legitimate ohcirge than th"* adequate 
provision for the pure and elficieitt adminis¬ 
tration of justice cannot e’xist; and they ap- 
prohend'that Jf economy were to he promoted, 
eltargos might bo seiecled for retrenchment 
more dispensable than those which ^end to 
assure the redress bf wrongs. 

.7. Under-those oircnmstances your tnemn- 
riatists respeotfally entreat that your Lordship 
in Council will abandon the projected Law ; 
or, if resolved to promote the measure con 
teiiiplated, yom' memorialists pray that it may 
Im qualified with one of the two following 
amendments.. 

1st. Let all judgments of the Principal 
Stiddor Ameens, under the proposed Actension 
pftbcir uew.ers, bc.appcHlahlo direct tp the 
Judder l>Twannoo Adawiut—or 2illy, Let, the 
. groiiiids.for admission of second appeals be 
estended so as to cmlifacB erroneous judg¬ 
ments in facts as well as law. 

[The hlemorini 'is signed by eighty of the 
pruicipal Merchants and Zemindars in the 
weighbuurbood of Cateutta.]— Hurkttru. 


dre Inii^ajhhleYrtl^ 

;,e'3|ai^dhtftn8 id# ■ of' ^ ni<pcdl t6 the 


;pptiii,l obswbVlKj’’ ... 

justice. ■ itf ever* 

. - jJeadfaWe/'es^eiiiTiy w^e*« Iwgelftfbl'- 

esTs are at Itah^bV 'thata'ftdeoditpo.khsmld p^ 


alidWedto aCdurtt which 




throughout thW no'uiitry,' by the, ii)dh']^dhde|i«a 
of jtS chatacfbr. Tlio Princlj^al 'Budder 
A^tncorfs atp. nibifopver, new' iq tliwir a 

largp portipp ofthb legal dibta''wKiotr’gnVVrn 
the deeis'lon' ot Bfits„ they bilve no aooess to, 
as we showed last week'; ’ hnd in’ eve^y case 
whicli inydiyes pflnciptes of English ,law; their 
decision must 'be altogether uhnatisfaetpry. 
The liberty of ftppeisi to the 'Zilfah Jhd^e, 
ihuugli it ms# in, some, instances, mitigatf the 
injustice of .their dearees, does .put, convey 
thatTuil .coniidence to the mind of the fuitor, 
which it,is so desirable to assouiate. with eve¬ 
ry deitreo. Itoften, happens alsn^ from the 
ceaseless ,tiu stuation of olTicers in the Mofus- 
siU lliat the office of Judge is. left for mouths 
under the charge of a verjPjuulof, pftd very 
inexperienepd functionary. Itis, n.et there¬ 
fore wise to sapcUpn an innovation, which ne- 
eessarjjy, exposes the dearest,interests of tndi- 
viduaU to the risk of be.ingdeQideddualiy and 
witbouf appeal, by.tjhose who are incompe¬ 
tent to, grapple .wiiii the difficulties of a large 
and eomplieatedquestida,. ^he^ miuan is to 
be reduced to poverty it is some consolation to 
bis feelings,—though hut a poor, and melan¬ 
choly one—that bis ease has passed pnder the 
investigation of those to whose wii^pm and 
experience the general’ superiniendence of 
'jtisii ce throughout theuountryJias beetieoufi- 
deri. W e sincerely hope thalthe prayer of tlio 
memorial, will lead to soph a inodiripation of 
the. taw, as shall plnoo the benovofeuoe.#nd 
wisdom of the legislature beyond disrate,, and 
give aeharacter of .substantial justice to--the 
legal reforms which it is proposed to intro¬ 
duce-—J'n'endifcfsy 4. , ' ; . 


. iWe Itave eopied from Urn HnHetimi a merho- 
rial., io, the Legislative Gounoil, signed by 
eighty» of the.pritmipal inhabitants aad'Ze- 
misMiarwof Galeuttar which prays forithfe sus* 
pensiopf or at least the modidoatioo wf 4he 
Aot 'WMoh. is -to eoasign all- causes io^dhe 
Mofnssihlo, Prineipai Eudder Aineeflst -’^^be 
atguments which, are advanced ^ the memo¬ 
rial, do^adt spfeqai; sufRcleliilly jitrq^g t^ war- 
Nbt .^e,jitelMi^ui»hinent.of an ict;,fw|a)eh 
fptmi pari ja eygtent, Ipr transferri^ il^e^ 
hitpjaah^’vof aditis,to,Jp^jpip^.ta' 


Sion to lha'EuddiiMr 
ne.iqo6atioaa.of fitohia#| ^ 
fatel that Miose who atolhsAbr^d'Ini^ deoi# 

Sion of large suits prefef ph a^^^Hfecatia^JglBd 

with ail the iueonvenioneo and delay whic {rha.s done its duly go woll. 


To.thb Editok of rue BeNoii. HuHKmm 

' SfR,—I am glad to hear that upwards 
rcspotetabld^ nitiveh have had tlie gbdd’iii^se 
to petitiobr against tills second blo w attw^fiL 
this sbeend manifestation' of aba^futw-||^s- 
dom in pure abstfaetidn.*' nOrmaf 
ofjiistiee ought, indbedHb have beenldind- 
ed among a sfngularijr idtdIUgent add honest 
people, ^^10 hboomo so ^edilf Unal'a# weft as 
primary institptleas, TOefedfe amongift us 
men whd think the ftertbers,# the 

tegrslativW ‘< 3 waneit so ahUtod !tor 

theiritig^ etdtibgi thht^fiIdhe^r tiiej' slidald 
mul^fyihtise itojfhi; dud db parU^'mh|e]ydfs 
,t}H fidalty ^es^oy thel/dWef’erfeil^ftih 
AdwaJL, Mh|atl nmn that tbi^fore thdtTt fsqbjr^d^^f- 


frifatot i ahi^iwlbiicor these i 




SUPPLLMENT TO THE SLACK ACT 


''^nry’ isonoeriil^'jthe 
'tiisimp'e^ wy^: 
i^i^m'e,%1iith«"enqitir]f t^AVl Wi^! 
pi^^'Wbqt'Idd itAd^ rb«dlfy 'ii^ 8H\iibA 
eWw Ai»tk« one ? Tho IFriekd in fwdUtX?'’* 
IgMHo «ie) is a p^r<htan oftbe loonl.Gp- 


veraatMi 'imder the- 


of iHodoraiton'AAtl' 


ifflpa'iritiat%,‘ it^hiibli i^.iAuro Arier^tfto essence' 
(>f pnif!i|-^j^i|thAb4be forms of tiaAdorjdf 
initdaess atfer ttie’osseniso of (lospotfsiN: ' £if 
tbe'bdluniQS of the Fnend t olfOia'^tiledDbr Orff 
“'FnfeoM’'8penkinjrat first or second hand; 
the words 01 powOr in mild tones,'-'as Aloxan- 
er the Trrst, an aatobrat to iiU serfs and « 
tooTor eoadJiUorOfliis olif(a1rOhs, paraded Irf 
shtuuos the philosophy of ikh’rpe. 

‘ ' ‘ r! '' 

'"'Vta one knows bottler than Its Friend^ the 
truopreseot character of tlio natives of Indihi 
take this illustration from its article of tlio 
otlieV'^day On Irirfia riibbcr, which contains no- 
thiiiff new but serves to show thht the Friend 
to /n«6a« knows very well what dtlierei have 
loAf y kiiowp. The Gaontohrfnc of Ihdia, 
however, is'jTonnd to foe so inferior to that of 
tito Eraeiis^ that while’the one fotohesfroin 
liaff tt Orown to three shillings a\poo(nd in the 
tnarkel, onr produce, it ts said, oan- 
ma commend m.lh’e ,tlmn two pente a pound. 
In'the case of this as of' almost every other 
ptodao^ion with which Pfovidunce has bfoss- 
0d this fertile Und, the indolence and care¬ 
lessness of the natives neutralize the boonties 
pf«uit.ilfe. Though there Is no natural ’defi- 
lii East Indian Caoutohoiic, it Is found 
tohe.rfn. mixed imparities through the 
exttetoeiltoUentioa with which it is gathered^ 
thatpthqr nations are enabled to kupplaut us. 
It is precisely the same with our cotton, add 
id fact with every article the growth of ttiis 
c'outitfy ^rhicli has n <t the benefit of European, 
snpdrintoodents and honesty. In one ariirie 
atone,' have we gained the start of every other 
orfarflry, namely, in the article of indigo; hut 
let European care be once withdrawn, and 
the indigo of India will repidiy sink in the 
market." 

Now permit me to enquire of the Friend to 
India wh4 sort of arliold Jos’t'ice is likely to 
he, tkefii^tbof 'his couAtrft mhith has not the 
herujit hf'European Si^iei^imehdents <tnd honeslpl 
Whethef thisartiflleof'InilHan justice, "Enro- 
petfi care once withdrawn teitt not'’rapidfy^tini: 
in the market, idtik In ■the lowest to a, 'tower 
deeii.'fot'U to nAtflow rfslnfatny: Lastly, Who- 
thdrciwp eT'flgrf, of the viptoo >l4nt,«ks 
wbb:^limjUKtiV«hoald be wilitdfawil from 
countrymeit titfd equals m 
irfmwljlpr^to brf oommitted to tbft care of 

AKTidCB paeeooiiiand«w 
noffl^d^fmtEibswrill notbPthebr 

vtoibaaties canaottnake' 
misehtef - tfaeviurfy'ia^' 
mafae'tbe’'BurBrf^ ' 
rrfiP^,^%'Mof4ki^P‘ftitrerf'rfd‘. 

'mirfeer'bv'cr it,as' tW' 

"’’Walvldtoj itndit 8 «iwiii^'<»tote wifi', 

'y| rCBaet^'*hTcmwiwlw-^'V^ P^brfrfct: 


rottena.cbt 'itlt'e justice,, ajffeady 

deeply jtobi4,'‘ ,b^ to the disiiodest 

morq poww, th^Sf thetorlel|:|i|(S aod 

rfbst(^pt,phil'os|>qi^ d^> what, they'een- 

noi Buabl>tAN8 by 

MA'ttva Orfr'lluttmy pan no.more do 

this can drfrfPtffPblat of saturation 

tq'tjie eonwienee of gt'’|^^^jking rogue in 
gfi.i'dVEEt^toiaistoirjrff' tfitflChrt iue reused ' 
abii|e of saltiiry.' ,Thb fa'bltrf 'and theff. despo,iic 
rflwfpatlona *rff power of ]|a\rf giverI’miiBrfot 
ff^ivieo foeoaitoe their prfritosrf||inay be hbtiest 
ia their own’eyes, ,1, I|ve irftbp liope that the 
present Hs well m .'tW .{[uturc Will do justice 
oa them. '* , 

Nous Verrons. 

Our oorrespondept Nous VaiinoNs, speaks 
forcibly, and wc .fcarubt. too foroibly, on the 
subjcethe.handles. We shall . return to this 
subject in a day or two —IfurAsVs, May % 

The slovenly manner in wbioh public enact¬ 
ments are oooasionnlly drawn up, has often 
hcen tUade a subject of remark, the affectation 
of brevity not nnfrequently giving occasion 
toobsourUy. Indeed, Roarccly an act can bepro- 
pounded for acceptation of the nommutirty, 
but its phraseology is turned over in every di- 
reotione and its law critioised, for the pur¬ 
pose of finding out some Raw in the com|Wsl- 
tiop. This, if done in a proper cpjrU, is praise¬ 
worthy, aod in accordance with the iutention 
tion of .the legislature, which has decided 
that, all drafts of intended laws shall he pre¬ 
viously published for general information, so 
as to afford opportunity for their examination-. 
During the short period whicb^has elapsed' 
since the appointment of tlie Law Commission, 
several insitAtice have oci-orred ofth is privilege 
having Seen ex«rci.»ed ; and at ttie present 
time, the Government have under ^onsidera- 
lion the appeal of oertain inhabitants against 
the modification of Regulation Y. of 1831. 
We allude to these olrcumstanoos to shew that 
suffioient vigilance exists in the press, andon 
the part of individuals, to detect errors of 
judgment in those who are entntsted with the 
highly responsible dutymf legtoloting' for a 
whole people. It would have been, well if the 
charter itself had been snbjepted.:,to. Dto sumo 
ordeal, instead of having beenpittoi^ toreugh 
the houses qf ParUaraeut wlth|e8S«dtoeimtsion 
than would h tore taken fMaoeoa ,1^ qpestttillA 
o^ disfranobistog soau», . rottoa . beroogh. 
Among otifdiiilU'adidsadmatorT<»U^m> nftoa oc- 
oarred to^^ea Witottoq thq wlfh 

which (dtans^art! regardtodirf fagulations for 
tha^toeT|gqT#ipinan$~*toi ^y are tprmed—of 
India-. needitoMrfa#is,initonoe {the repent 
n«t for ^bHqgvEWRoUfPW' to hoW land jyli.ere 
njlleiw ha«q>.bfmi cdtocessly excluded partipl- 
frftieo to fhe.feiMmaI benefit, it isj>cqbable, to: 
ignemtotorfil'tocdgl^mbef .havto|. becn ever 
,esiimalied,'»i»durfagae appifche hston of tUeic 
|Mog lan^jioldem, being lijk.ely to prove detri- 
meoi^ito. Eritish dnterpstfi- > 
i - It'is offe Of the pitoAiprfi'boasts pf the ad- 
focato# of'the New Charier, that it has done 





^ .. f'yrhMpii- 

in Ooun^i;, 

tlie previous |%HiqgM^Ji^<^';C5oi<rtl>| Direq^ 


charters, to .Mnt^n vq 4o' llie o'linislunept of 
deadi any of iifa Majeatyfs natural borp aqb-; 
jects boro in JSf^itpe, or tbe children of aacli 
sulijeets. We chn scarcely divest ourselves 
of the idea, that the person whoever he may 
he, who,(treir bp the'clause, was profoundly 
ignorant bf Uie state of society in this cnun'try ; 
cNe would it have been fiossible to have Irani* 
ed a morejparlial and offensive measure than 





Wyes,< to rhoA,; t^ 

pprfon ,b^n in. Indb, brapbjpojt orj^ 
bo^q itt^uropi^^,shaM he4p>arred .by reason H' 
relicion, place of birth, idescent or color, from 
holdiou. o|bce 4 bder tbe East Imfla Guinpa- 
0 ^. Jfow^ w<i cannot reconcile either the jus.; 
tioe or «jX|>ediency ofthq distinction made in 
the former cas<i, .oor oq vvhat principle a ques¬ 
tion of civil fig|it has the preference of 
advaata|ee|i>.ovqr one which has reference to 
matters of if^e, and death. 


We are woU aware of tbe. almosl uaTlmiied 

. s:-■■.'- -- —-.— powers given to the ttegislaUve OouncM un- 

this, the eifuot of which is to place a consider- j dcr the provisions of the new Cbaite^r, bht wo 
able portion of the pnfolie out of the pale of, beginIto be qf opinion that there is siifliciefit 
Pr**"®Ses which their fellow subjeots enjoy? check on public opinion to preVctit those 
We know not whether, in the Penal Code, ad* powers being exorcised in pornianent detrl- 
vaniago has been taken of this ciroiimslanoe, nientto.the. inhahitanta of Inpia. Wc have, it 
or whether the good sense of those who have is true, spmegbarantee in the otiaracter of our 
assisted in.its compilation hassuflicod to ren- presents, riilprs that no sucl|^C 9 iilioEeii.cy will 
der nugatory this objectionahle proviso. In he intentionally entailed on tht4 country; but 
regard to. Europeans born in B'tro(>e aipi their we feel that this safeguard Is only temporary 
children, it is at the pleasure of tbe Court of) and might be nullified in an tnstaht' by men 

na* aaisftKWMlal 4 a 4Ua mIII— t_4 -J. a .a —V_ ! .1 i'ifd ___' ' l*v s • 


Directors to grantor withhold to the zillah 
cuiiris the power of suspending, in its most 
serious shape, the persons Of his Majesty’s 
lieges who are above specified, a prerogative 
which has hitherto been solely exorcised by 
the Supreme Courts of Judicature in India; 
but all aliens and East Indians, not being 
children of a British father or mother, are 
placed on an equality.ordisadvantnge,!a being 
deprived of tbo more dignified preforencei 


ehte.rtaroing dilferent sentiments. Our hope is 
intheo^jn good sense of the council, who, 
we jsqrifidently anticipate, will hot fi.nd it ne¬ 
cessary to avail tliemse^os of the powers 
wliioli have been doiogatdiV to thci4> but wijl 
bo enabled t<i modify the errors ooroniitte'd by 
Uie borne Cipvernment, in this and other ins¬ 
tances,, by the|r better estimate of what is to 
be considered enlightened and lihurHl legmia- 
tion forUritisJi India.— Enfflis/tmaH, ^ap 13. 


THE HINDU. 


Ko. 4. • 

When the diflPoSion of knowledge was tias- 
teued in this metfepbllstlitough the laudable 
exertions of the jimbmlbivpie Hare; and the 
edu'oated natisfes,’ animated by eaBMsiastio 
ideas of refbnaMion bnd meraBtv, boldly 
began to de^oitetbe foibles andtoe follies 
of their cdiiMrymen, sad eltortod Uieif udmost 
to prt^nee n fevointfe# fn tiietr' eui^meiits 
and fee^Mu, miny df'tbe'”ep«l«nt'‘babeoe^ 
dteadE wtto wotidOi' if ibelt etoriabi^bosiBobi 
Md tfeslfoiiil or imyitttting tbeif li^hrillty and: 
i iPebettdkbee, iiinrder tO aeoUtoitoe^aifoBwce 

Am infimeoir of the of'CSriOwlto, 

thought it eicpediMbto follolr« A«lor>«t>|«ieli* 

Tbe ^eak^ing^ ' 

aequire money; 

of- Bie 'batf'itoerat i 


oompo.<ied of men versed in deceit and. dlssi- 
mulatlon, and vastly profound ib,,atj'. Ihe 
mytteriqus artt of hypoartsy'. and adulation. 
To them.*' foul is far and Ifdf is foul/* T^y 
passes a stnhUering knowled||^ of tbe %|^ish 
language, and in regard to, ebatuotof, tbeir 
^may be all compared tp a c/tamBlim*' 
ever they go for their intur.eid« tbij autfOim- 
modate,their feelings, thoughts* abd speech, 
to .hie di^osion, however whiweia and 
oapiicioos it may he, and all. that they aspire 
tola *f tois dim spoVV is to ingratiate them¬ 
selves ^esesoMs from wbbin they tliink 

they wul,b»ahl» to de^vAauy'l^efit. Their 
elMiifmte^ are craftiness .jnd 
donUe-ilaalh^. JSv^nii^the b^ts; tbeyi|n 
bifom 4 Iwfotojto.dtitorals they are ttb^i; 
before the White they are WWgs > ajk^^- 
the, Terie»t1iey^e tofiet.. 
est.men* ihd^bMelt'of nothing 




i»«Balitf ana oorrjBji^Siis}'»|Bd »Hiob »t Ubom ^''■■P;”!-- @.".r S0r ° 
llwr ii'ppear l®,»s abiKii^^ to »u{WM’a4^KM»« 

o(H! 9 fvaQpe» wiiJi the * 9 ioaia ?tUJne«P irfilf tlidfr idtlio^Tljr for thltffci 

tbat > , ■ jjLifl tha pletoaraa ®f h«nt«^ 


i^%^l%tlf(^Tijr'-'fof . ■ ■ ■ 

L^1iiUi.T»jah iajali waaittduj|ui{t on« 
jftiil th«| pletottraa ®f hmitidf «s»d rambl*«s 
&«nnf*or«Bt to forest, amitted willi tho beanties 
of Viirat Seencsi l»e sad^at a distance a trans¬ 
parent rlvalet shaded #Itft trees of varietcated 
fruits. On draadog neifr its iirviting bank, lio 


tv ^ ^ ' I- — iriilWs tirn orawiae hcht iw^iwuii ssv 

Ws own duni^on. t ‘' l,e„r j a sOft gasping voice crying for protec- 

Tfiey;riidledin%nd'laagh at. They say where jj^n. TWs Instantly arrested bis whole atten- 
lies eMMoience ? They feel not this nwmtor ho odst his eyes around, and observed 

ill tlioit'lMi^ml. ** The vaip pomp and giory ^ young giil blaomitig with maiden beauty, 
rip‘the «i^ltr have eliarms for them. and bsAghtorted with a light of virthe upon 

think, ought t« be the, principal ohJect\hey p’laeid features, floating on M»o water 
af ahan’saaibkion, and'virtue should bo'prae- —a1] grief and desperation. Her locks were 
thted as tong as it is not opposed to wtsridly ^|j,ooTOposodi_her hands weremolionless—her 
advalikiifees. For tiie aebonunodalions of life seemed to swim upon' tears—her lips 


tWt!h^iiglil widiia his own Clear braast 
»et i'lh ceirtisB and enjoy bright day ; 
be litt hidhi-ia dark seal aa<l roffl theaghtii, 
.' .;{:,Mfeetttad'Ws4^us«tar Ibe m 
."■ 'Ippiflf-ln bis own dan^on. i 


always proaseds from base o»otiv6ifjpf p|f„ oration. The rajah was, of 

fe#-iiliterest. Theif dress has undergone a course, moved. He fan to her asiiislaricc. 
gi|i^t«hing«» Instead of being wrairt in long strSchod forth liis arms, he took her up 
and they are now f,.p,mhe rivulet, and soothed her aching spirit 

fh paatalooha^wad ironed crimped many terms of eiuJeannont. Dehjani 

kWa apen jhlsketA ajid-shirts. The;i; also^as name of the girl,) expressed her 
Stipp<^ aiwM^ools, comb therr Ihftir greaiful feelings to the rajah, and taking 
Ip tliif,tengi* 9 ft fashion , nod are great iorVers jg-^g gf j,j,g tfcnlly Walked to her father's 
of S|H|fiimeafing adi drfhkiag. In all sneh j,ggjg 

tiddi^tlrey nffteg^MdiHyly liberal; but what a .. 

stfd'Opflijytwdtbefe isbetvgSen their aystwn of « , * 

e|£!N>tbM btebayiout and'principies of motal » * * 

^ / '$»fne *%ime elapsed, when Rajnh Jojati was 

iSelartWlof eonsisU ofthelaifnlb amnsing himself with the sports of the 

iWbo comprise nearly the whole native chase. In tbecoorse (tfhisjpurney he suddenly 
po^WtioB'df this metropolis and the sui^rbs, chmein sight of a garden, wjicre bowers ol dif- 
aiKqru^as numerous and “, thick' as aulainna.l fereht sorts seemed ttt'gljiw WJih ion tpO'^Mnd 
leaics that strew the brookain Vallumbrosa.” oolouis, and the delictoas inustc <« birds 
They Ore divided Into varirms easts, among from many of Us fragrant groves made it a 
wsoih. the Bramtns, the Bosloms, and tjte blissful,attractive spht, The rajah n** aa-, 
KahesttpAs are Jield In Wgh «»li*«ation. msity-foon entered this ptM^lcpIac^^^^^^ 
Tbereafe no interwarri^es ampragthe bigots, he saw the lovely Pebjani adorned wit • jR*y^ 
andihedistiiictioosofpaaf, whksiiare observed lauds of lOSes apd 

by tire higher classes* are the bane of their the umbtage of a spangted. the midst , 

social improvement and’ aof cherislng good 

feelings towards each other. As long as a Icstial q^eh with hef gpr^eo^ iwany gf 
pmapn tkeira^eUj^nt ihef' oon»lde*i 4*h« ' 

Kfaib*. •nockSSkHi.A lawn ««.. lit tl^ll flfiliKll(fill -.ftiftiw-OXIa 


%ataoa the potest rAoifer ih the world, »«» 

^ does not foUww it, Is *ure. to be »« ,# J ^ ^he 


n voHomicss perunion mermw.-!,. w 

n&tUiK, i.(ll»ll«Mf; <«« 1 >« »> 


isit;,add;. 

ipd'.jmd.'l 

l||(pg,frp|9 


.aBd;.wbiUe^’; 


'fizsied heard, 
Ued liimself to 


‘t, 


w in^ hpfohs 

hinf-lh afuppflcalfng posture, and the awful 
^suhffaaiM intfudCTexclaimed: “Rajah,thisisiriydhoghi 
^ I fi^ve heard^ thsi obyga.tipn'W 
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ttqaferred on her: you have taved her life ; I, Cy nion that would not hesitate to eat bee#, 
therefore, marry h.'r to you. Live iieaeeabiy pork, and other things forbidden by the shas> 
with her; adore virtue, and you will be ter, and treat the four Vedas with contempt 
happy. Yon are also entitled to take away and redioule." 

these one huodied and one girl's ; of all of ^ ^ ^ , 

whom Sonista Sree is tlia most beH4itiful; 

but never let her be the object of Kntifying Hence, say the Hindoos, have sprang the 
yoiji carnal desires ; if you vioJatelliis com- Europeans, the Mosnlinans* and all other 
maud, a dread lul. curse shall light ulon you. The curse of Jdjati is the only 

Pleased with thus happy circumst^ce, th| triumph of heterodoxy, and af- 

Rajah returned home with Debjaui and hu fords constant opportunities to all the infidels 
maids. He gave Sa/mta a ^wden 5®*'*f,* to attack the citadel of HiDdooism. 
with rural fu^icinations to live in with iiie 

hundred damsels. With hls-dovely new wife The higotted natives have a very mean opi- 
he passed a considerable time most happily, nioii of agricultural occupations. To till Uia 
and was blessed with two suns. irrniind or touch the d 1 oiis;Ii is considered a 


maiKi, a oreauiui. curse snail iigiiiuion you. The curse of Jdjati is the only 

Pleased with thus happy circumst^ce, th| triumph of heterodoxy, and af- 

Rajah returned home with Debjaui and hu fords constant opportunities to all the infidels 
maids. He gave Sonttta a gmden repleM attack the citadel of Hindooism. 
with rural fascinations to live in with the 

hundred damsels. With hls-dovely new wife The higotted natives have a very mean opi- 
he passed a considerable time most happily, nioii of agricultural occupations. To till the 
and was blessed with two suns. ground or touch t^e plough is considered a 

sort of degradiAion. Commerce is also fo- 
* * * ... reign to the views of many of them. What they 

esteem honorable is, the being in the service 
, . .. , ... of a judge, a collector, or a commissioner, as 

It was evening, the sky was cjiversifie|LwHb sheristadar, or of an opulent lucrciiaut as a 
the purplc'iobed clouds ; tbo balmy breexes banian; and unless they can make thousands 
ol the soulh breathed its sweetness among I »oon, they are never designated 

woodlands and flowery glades ; the acenv ol dever expert baboosr The xemindary line is 
muUeekhae na6 malolm infused rapture into j, gieat object of their ambition ; for what 
every heart, and nature ahouiiued in all the ijaftering to their vanity than to 

cnchaiitmoiits of spring. The rajah, all spirit jj, (|ieij-^.oWD talouks surrounded by 
and exlnlaratioii, winde.d to the gar- htiebt, and ptVies^^nd issue orders 

den of Aimirtn, whose charms so much over- kookoonu against the ryuU like aftiy belli. 
povveied hi.s.,o.il. that he at once violated the ^ajuetUe taheL! To fiequcnt adawluts, and 
coiniuaiid ol his sapient fatlier-in law ,V<»- deeply versed in the intricacies of 

nwtuinthceourseof a lew years became the courts, most be the necessary qualifications 
mother o thiec sons. When Debja.ii heard of every. landholder ; a^d he who is not slmrp 
of this, hci indignation knew no hounds, enough in concocting machinations for the 
The rajah hogged ot her to (orgivc him. hut ^ acijuisition of l.is fortune, often pass- 
shc was inexorab e. bhe ran to her father i iJl, stupid fool. When they* are en^ 

followed by her lea. fill basband. inlormed gaged in any law suit, cither in the Supreme 
him ol the conduct ol the rajah, andthc most Mofussil coufA#, they will exert their 

powcriul Sookoorachorjo, enraged at the utmo.sl to succeed in ». Perjury is, of course, 
at.ocity ot his soii-in-law doomed him lodrag measures resorted to for promoting 

an infirm and wretdiod life as long as he «4,eir interest; and in addition to other dis- 
s lould breaih ihe vital a r. No wa« bone.st tricks, they employ bramins and Sun. 

thi.s curse ulteied, than tjie rajah lost all the „asoesio be absorded insolemn prayers to Kali 
spnghtline^ of youth and at once sunk into, impereWbiy prevail 

the despondence of decj^epitmle. His face „po„ the judicial authorilfos to give afa- 
becamein.smnily furrowed with wrinkle.s, his vj;„rable verdict to th-%in, or destroy at once 
hair turned grey, and he was “ sans eyes, the opposite party of this legal strife. The 
sans eeth, sans taste, sans every thing. He ^ goes to 

kneeled down betore Ins falher-in-law to pa ----- p . 


■ e I- I • I ci I a. , - ■ the Kali-ghat with his friends and relations, 

c fy his rage, upon which Sookoofbeharjo He stand.s before the goddess with his cAudder 
observed, that if any of liis sons would like across his neckf and his hands folded 

J f logether. The priest congratulates him on 

upon him for Ins sin he might be restored to tbis joyous occasion, and as he stares at the 

When ‘mago, his face reddens with flushea 

devotion ; he falls prostratela 

sent for his SODS. He brought to their know- i,i« 


devotion ; he falls prostratela 
^^^decr i he mutters his grateful fet l- 

lodge the circumstances that gave rise to his j riistrihutes iuon«v to the 

curse, and asked if any of them would like to of tha^^^^^ 

free him from it fora hundred years by sub- 

thSyoungeTrinswered him itl 

The rajah was so mnoh displease^^ith ihem, * I® « affairs, fe- 

that he heaped upon them dreud?;/ * r 


their refusing to alleviate bis sufferings. The 
imprecations that felt to the lot of his third 


a/6oefdf, many an expectant takes this oppor* 
tanity*to pay bis respect to them, and in or- 


and fourth sons were, that they should be the * , 

kings of such countries as wou Id bo inhabited conciliate favor nods bis asMnt to 

> wuuiu uuninaoiieu they sayf The visitanU of ordinary 

■*" , ■ -- condition (be they brahmins or soadurs) |ene-* 

• Thewarsthsnamei of two very fragral# flowers r'l'J', while J«i 

r nowers. inhales the gentle tfBiti||ition of the pankhna 


assent to' 
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or ebews betel, itttffed with tuotaU, they watch 
liit Kirs with the greatest degree of attention, 
and arreofe their feature! to suit his baoiour. 
Siioald the baboo yawn, they all to a man 
ring the roof with the snapping of their fin¬ 
gers a^a mark of their best wish towards him. 
Should the baboo be pleased to laugh, they 
instantly open ttieir jaws and oontinao with 
him in this convulsive merriment as long as' 
he does not assume a different aspect. Shbui# 
the baboo, casting bis nyes upon the sky, say, 
** 1 think we shall have a shower of rain just 
now, the atmosphere looks dim, and the stars 
have ali been overcast by the clouds." ** Oh 
how true is your supposition!"—is sore to be 
their answer; and if the rattling of any oar- 
ria^ or the rustling of leaves be heard piean- 
whiie, they immediately cry out, “ Hark! 
there is the conenssion of clouds. There is 
the drtzliog of rain ! Our baboo is gifted 
with prophecy, and certainly joins to iiis vir- 
tnes all the aocomplishments of a man.” The* 
conversation which the baboo has with these^ 
men is sometimes of a religious twid soipe ^ 
times of a political nature. ^ 

1 ^ 

, I" I regret to find gentlemen, ^ys thehabpo, 
"that the establishment of Engt^hdfchools hns 
in a great tneasuae tended to injure our 
gkin. I apprehend the English will makb' us 
all Christiams in a/eio years. The blnsphcm- 
oUs acts of a misohievous sot of eollegehays 
have sallied oar reputation, disgraced our 
noble shastur, “ cooled «oar friends and heat^ 
ed our enemies," and what is worse than all, 
is, that ^ey take a delight in devnlgipg the 
seerets of our creed. What a sad' thing 
this is ! Government, I^ear, have begun to 
resume rent-free lands^nd by and bye they 
will deprive us of all w^ave. Why do they 
not at once say, "give ns your whole proper-, 
ty ?*’ The institution of the Supreme Conf'l 
has nearly exhausted all the money of Cal' 
autta; and whatever the people have now in 
their bands will soon go to the pocketsdf the' 
attorneys and the barristers, and wc sliall-po¬ 
sitively be reduced to a state of slravatiuii." 
His courtiers sometimes interrupt him, and 
apeak as follows, with a degree of alacrity 
in their gait, and importance on their brows ; 
—" Ob! how judicious are yonrob.servations„ 
Baboo 1 you speak alt that is reasonable I) 
Our English rulers have -dono us great harm. 
Nothing can be more revolting to our feelings 
than their order for not allowing our wo¬ 
men to be bnrnt. The Supreme Court is' 
Surely instituted to ruin us. The Mofnssil 
Courts are by all means preferable. There 
ibe zemindars and the rich baboos need pot 
be afraid of their illegal acts. As long as 
they have money, there are innumerable 

a tbejr suooeeding in litigatioas. Our 
, we see. is going to mdulder in ruin, j 
isi have recourse to outcast) cxcom- 
e other severe melsores for 
iog it. froth crnmbliag to decay. We 
I Govorotpent wetwery day enacting 
nlatioDs. We can mve into their pio* 
^Ives ? They will dispossess ns of all that we 
^*rt, and ihe religion of 


the land. To make the Hindoos serve tf 
Jurors is surely a very bad thing; for what 
can be ipore impions than to swear every hour 
by the Gunga water ? They are also fond of 
asking many frivolous questions to their 
baboo while he smokes a cMlam, emitting the 
smoke lipirentie placid clouds aromid, and as 
long as Im eyelids are not closed with sleep 
-^hat jired Nature's sweet Restorer,"—his 
|ttend(tn(s never refrain H-om displaying their 
^ofiriaiicy. in sycophancy, or speaking " an 
finite deal of nothing,'’ — Englishman, June I, 
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Among the bigotted natives, the procreation 
of cliiidreti is a matter of very great conse¬ 
quence'. It is on aodount of this that the prac¬ 
tice of poligamy has become prevalent in this 
caowy* those who are childless, in spite 
of'bdving two or throe wives, are consider- 

a sort of sinful men. When a rich baboo 
does not get any issue, he ofte ii resorts to 
Spells, muHlers, jAg and juggoes, which con¬ 
sist in performing some ceremonies and en¬ 
tertaining the brahmins with a variety of deli¬ 
cious eatables. He sometimes €o;isulis (he 
a chargies (gipsies,), who subtle aii<l crafty as a 
MegMerrilies, declare their oracles by alten- 
tivelycexamining the.streaks of the palm of 
bis right hand or making him touch with 
bis eyes shi\t any part of the mysterious parel- 
ielogratns chalked out by them on the ground, 
and sometimes permits his consort to eat 
drugs, simples, and .other antidotes to bar¬ 
renness that he may pruenre from the sonna- 
sees, "eremities, idiots,and rriai.s." The child¬ 
less women are also in the habit of going to 
a place called Tarobashur, abont thirty miles 
distan^from tite metropolis —so named from 
its being theltbode of the god Tarobashur or 
Siva, where they lib down for days and nights 
without drinking air eating any thing what¬ 
ever, and never return home until they have 
dreamed a dream ravoarablo to the object of 
their pilgrimage. The Hindu shastur says, 
that those who are not fathers or mothers are 
sure to feel hereafter the horrors, of one of 
the hellh known by the name of poot, and this 
combined with other considerations of a world¬ 
ly nature, induces every native to adopt ail the 
heathenish measures as a precaution against 
this dreadful punishment. Should a Hindu 
be hlesStgd with a' son, he becomes totally ab¬ 
sorbed in ecslalie pleasures. He instantly 
gives the person who brings to him 
this message some peonniary reward, distri- 
buties sweatmoats, fish, and curds among his 
neighbours and relations, and pats a few gold- 
m1pur«*in the softbaUdof bis babe, " mewling 
^rm puking in the nurse's arms," as he sooths 
his eagei^ eyes with the gladdening sight of 
its face. On the sixth night a poojab takes 
place tor prolongation, of its life. A place 
a^oining to the room where it is born being 
purifiedswith cove's dang, a couple of the fa- 
inliy brahmins come there with some theolo¬ 
gical works, and keeping besides them tiie 
mad of a dead cow, a chwroiog instrummt. 
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aqd « dajrjfcr, the representations of the jrod-, sprinkle the jolpuun ont be ground, and rea«f 

(less iSodT/i, who protects all children, busily the spot ivith obstreperoasrepUtionsOf an ee»> 
recite their prayers with enthusiasUc volubi- minahle laguage. Every woman who brings 
lity to invoke a great many gods and goddess- forth a child is oblige.d to remain for a month 
cs, as also the iminortal Ostothatna, Bolt, Vt/a- in the room or the shed wbyre she is'deb ver¬ 
se, Data, Hononum, Vititkana, Carfme^no mttd ed, and as long as a butta tree (Fioufl luoioa,) 
Poorooshrama, to oucrease the prasMliHy and which is considered a sort of representative of 
the comeliness of this new playA in the Soti, is not worshipped with turmeric, oil, 

“ world’s stage," whose sadden entrmce with p^ngaiiis, betels, betelnuts, and other things, 

the lisping loveliness cannot but e:|Bite joy iSbe cannot be absolved tyom her impure stale, 

and rapture in every heart. It is sffjd, thalf nor permitted to even approach the bedstead 
BiddAtk Pooroosli, or the god of human destM whereupon she bewitohod her lord * 

nies, comes this night to the child to write' night with the rich profusion of her youthful 
npoD its tender scull the particulars of its charms. When the child becomes six months 
good and ill-luck,‘‘l^d the life of this new- old, a feast, known by the name of erne pra- 
born cieature, who is thought sometime to tone lakes plaee, in commemoration of tbn- 
have been a orno or the boiled*rlce being given to it tor 

tho first* lime. In an^tirdancc to theinvita- 
Bright »rial spirit inshepefd. ition, a number of relations or friends come 

In regions miltl, of calm and serene sir, and partake of the entertainment while a 

Above the smoke and stir, of this dim spot,'^, member of the fltmily taking the child attired 

in eka/i and gold and jewels npon his lap, 
becomes variegated with happy oircnmstanoes put* into its month a little quantity of boiled 
or a scene of inoifotonous sadness" as he is] r{QQ nifxeckiwtth congealed milk. The invited 
propitious or otherwise. A monster, dora, is'pergQtis generally pay rupees to the child as 
also worshipped with great veneration, which gf best wishes towards it. On 

has arisen from the mandate of a Rajah Mo- ^bis occasion >1110 child receives two names 
gtidda. The writer of the Mohavarat says, that thlother dak. In the selection of 

thi.s Rajah had two wives but had po children tbe latter the parents can e4broise their own 
though ho left no .superstitious means untried discretion but the former must always be pre- 
to make himself blessed with a son. >yhile scribed by the poorohit upon astrological 
in advanced years, he received a wood-apple prinniples. He ascertains the exact hour of 
from a sonnasee who requested hini (o give it [tsbirtb, casts its nativity, unfolds* bj[ dint of 
to one of his wives to eai, but the Rajah, un- |,j, mysterious acta the whole book of its fate, 
mindful of his request, biesected the fruit records npon a piece of paper the different 
and desired both of them to lake each apart, accidents that will befal itdurtiigcvers period 
Shortly after the raMec* became pregnant, and of its evistenoe, and thus prepares a correct 
weie respectively delivered of the half shape and an aoourate horeiMpt. The natives teach 
of cl boy. At this time the monster, Jora, lived their sons when they we five or six years old. 
at Mttgudda, whose whole business was to de- iTbe persons whom they employ (usually on a 
vour all children that she could fiqd. ^When Salary of two or three rupees) arecalled gooroo 
she came to the ranees in the di.sgnise of a t^hashoas, and are totally destitute of the ne- 
young girl informed of their delivery, and cessaryabHities for developing ail those ftplen* 
saw these jrtranye forms, slip took them up iu,,di(l principles of our nature, both speculativo 
her hand and the moment they were in non- and active. They do not pay the slightest 
tact with each, they bectine all joined, and degree of Attention to watching over the as- 
now a fine little boy pre.sented himself to the socialions and the erroneous impressions 
sight of the spectators. This struck every one whioh the young minds of their pupils are apt 
with astonishment. Nothing could be heard to receive almost in every moment of their 
butshontsof alacrity and burst of animated lives, nor can they themselves appreciate the 
'cheers lathe palace, aud the face of the ra- advanlagesofedumfion which, in the language 
jah, which had hitherto been clouded with {of Milton, “ fits a man to perform justly, skil- 
discontent and grief, now shone with the ra- faHy^ magnanimously all the offices, both pri- 
dianoe of joy. The monster, Jora, hied to tho vale and pnblic, of peace and of war." Tho 
rajah with the child, aod he was so ranch bjndn lads learn their alphabets by writing 
overwhelmed with pleasure that he said fi^st on the ground with a apeotes of 

iier, “ Jora, you have <ione me a great favour . |i|oy afterwards write on palm leavea 

which I cannot repay in any other way than whole of the numerical taWe, koranee, 
by adoring you on this occasionand I do aundai, tioreef, pones, k/tahuipt nnd ekoket which 
hereby command the whole world to woriliip they repeat also twice a day, all standing in 
^ ***^ * ***^* *^^*^ *^* birthiof djjjiry two methodical rows witli a monitor at their 

, head. They then learn an greep plantain 

* * • • • leaves alt the i%leB of addition, sobstraetion, 

• * • • • multiplioption, redaction djf money and inter- 

» est, at^ when they are fottisd sufficiently ad- 

On tho sixth all the neighbouring lade vanceo in this d^artment of Jeaming.they 
assemble before the roe/n where 4he ebild are taught to wrigrletters and aemindarry ar- 
is born, and taking in hand some winnowidg eonnts upon small bits of paper. The goo-^ 
fans containing eight species of paTohpd peas roomohashors also make them pore over a fo»r 
and rise, beat them with small s^ckaiiM they tiokee (maAims) anj^gi^esi and as soon aiihoy 




^THB ailflJC. 


4 >itadi«s, th«fr art! thaagrti^ 

[ fb'^’bare at onae piekad op all 
great ocean of truth or 
' dlAt of ibeir Brqfottnd truiitim, tbaf 

aodphilofiopriio sajingof Socra^a, 

. * Ml taai vetetis nothing compos^ to what it to 
, ke known.’—-FtigUshman, June U. , 

n' 
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mmUo^ Hm» WWe.. «i»d, tiip, l»rid«grool||i 
both 11k(d|r.belpg.frjgltM^d,«t 

the aovMMtttatipp tfiarhtph arere placed. 
Qift ihe 5 t. ireib soe^ bipgoillt^ 4^ the oap«rm< 
of a gbal^ ap^ their orfiirg eoald beaf no avail 
townrda-’tho postponement Of the event. A^-. 


4mon^4 
cetki#, 
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In my last number, puhlished Sotrw time 
pgo in the Englishman, 1 gave an account ot 
the ceremonies observed on the birth of the 
Bindoos, and also of their education in paut- 
talahs. 1 shall now proceed to treat of their 
hwrtiobed and marriage.’^A'luvioded, or the 

perforating the under.spaits oi the ears, pf those men who would pre 

of great consequence among the Hindoos,' . .. . *• 


and until a person undergoes this operation, 
lie must always be constdered a very iiiipuie 
being, and the adults of his faniiiy will never 
take any eatables touched by him Kurqobed is 
performed in odd years. On theaday when 
this great object of santification is to be ed'eo 
ted, the father of the young man who is to have'^ 
his ears bored, nnust purify ..^inisclf either 
with bathing or changing' clothes. He has 
then to sit hini^lf on a koosason, (a sort of 
very small mat made of koosa grass,) with his 
family priests in the midst of plantain trees 
cut into sections and matter a few munters, 
touching at intervals rice, clarified butter, 
flower sweetmeats, and other accompaniments 
of this holy transaction on accoiintof the salva¬ 
tion of his ancestors. When this is concluded 
the young aspirant for hurnobed is made to 
stand on a piece of stono or wood, having 
four plantain-trees aro^d him, and after he 
has bathed, the women of the house observe 
frivolous rites by shaking before him a di.Vi. 
containing some solid cones of siiecs made oi 
pounded rice, lainp-hlack, and dfiier things 
called Shrte or goddess of fortune. The bar¬ 
ber then comes with two needles tnt, pins to 
coDipiete the farce, and the moment he pierces 
with them the tender ears of his young Baboo, 
a succession of interjections pervades ttie place^ 
and thus ends the epilogue of kurnobed. 

" A happy marriage" ‘ says Addison’ “ has 
in it all the pleasures of friendship, all the 
engagement of sense and reason, and indeed, 
all the sweets of life but what a sad con¬ 
trast does the marriage of the Hindoos pre¬ 
sent I They are more “ intent on trains and 
equipages and all the showy parts of life”— 
on false distinctions of honor and kooP and 
anmbers of fooleries than endeavoWing to. 
aboare any thing like the genu&& felidUes of 
matrimony. In Kooleen families marriages 
arq|||pntrawted in very early years. A kooleen 
ot .mine was married to a girl 
ef S or 4 *monUis old, when be was 6 
i|tootbs old. -While the priest was pon- 
•emmatihg this marriag^,with his solemn 

vlfeW' _■■_*___, 

Kool meus a dinhict of task m cast. 


[indoos marriage is a matter of ne- 
liid f do not. think there can be a 
jalip that nation who would profess 
farence to the Malthusian doctrine, 
n a bachelor ail the days of one's life, 
an dbHquy which is not only painful in the 
resent world but is punished with severity 
in the world to come. The fathers, generailr, 
choose matches Ibr tbeir'Sons tiiroiigh a lliiiri 
party called ghotuehe, (who are notoriously 
versed in sycophancy and exaggeration) and 
are always ready to shew their preferenee to 


sent silver plates, gold ornameni.s, jewels, and 
other costly aitides to heir sons-in-law. Mar¬ 
riages contracted on this principle are not 
marriagt-s of love, but marriages of interest. 
Kooleens oi' a tiiglier classUell their daugbteis 
Nor 600or 60U rupees, and some times for much 
more than these sums of money. In order to 
acquire a fortune, each of them marries three 
or four wives and looks op to the procreation 
of female children as the most profitable trade 
in the world. Before the c elebration of mar- 
riagCcit is customary in all families to enter 
into a sort of agreement called puttro, and some 
times'into" two, at tno different times—tlie 
first specifying the names of tlio parties who 
are ^to be married, and of their ie.spective 
parents; and the second, the precise date and 
time of the consummation of the marriage. 
Three or four days before the wedlock, the 
bridegroom and the bride are beautified at 
their respective houses with mustard oil, and 
both qbsei've some ceremonies of a similar 
nature. The bridegreom sits on a mat iq the 
midst of five or sin.married girls, who bring a 
dnSo/i, containing ft variety of fruits, &c. in 
contact with his head, place before him half 
a dozen of small earthen pots, tlic orifices 
of which he is requested to cover, in order to 
put an end to the quarrelsome and loquacious 
nature of his spouse, and taking upon hi.s 
head adong thread, bring it down to his heels, 
when he walks over it, and from which it is 
concluded that he has at last passed the thread 
of bachelorship. < Another thread is then tied 
with some blades of doorva grass on his right 
hand, and after he has shaved his head and 
bathed in a small place, surrounded with four 
plantain trees, the same girls shake before 
him the eonie representrUon of Shree, or god¬ 
dess of fortune, and put the scissors with 
which the natives out their betel-nuts in his 
hand. Hhe bride observes similar rites at her 
father’s. She also ehots small earthen pots, in 
order to check the supposed fierceness and the 
turbulent spirit of her husband, and holds a 
kajulmala, (or a small irpn case which contains 
the black tint with which Hindu females daub 
their ey/ilids) in,her band instead of the nut 
eraekers. It is from this day that joy and festi- 
^ vity begin. The parents of he bridegroom and 
ilbe bride invite their respective male and 
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'volalkniii fartoiir.wiMa iio* 
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ed Aah vooked ways,,. 

vei^etablas ftted is dariSed tiattaf, 
dipt io sagar, and all tbat Tarie^d tnkdriQf 9' 
food wliieh the natives are alwaja eager- to 
traoitport into their alimeatary dalalt. Th^ 
relatioDs in cetam niakepreaenUtm oloibett 


Ind some- 


make preaenta. 

to the bridegrciiiSiB and tlie ‘bride, Itn 
times invite them to take swoatinew, 
their boaseh.v -On the day of ilte marriage tli 
bridegroom'abstains from takWfg miai, ba 
drinks milk, and eats one. or two vtndeateK 
In tile morning a member of his family per¬ 
forms a ecremony called biddisarada in the 
same manner as done before the kurnobed 
operation. A.S soon as the “nuptial honr 
draws on a pace," the bridegroom clad in 
crimson chali, armed with the scissors des¬ 
cribed before, and if rich, adorned with gold 
and gems, is taken before his joyous mot ior, 
who as usual asks him “ bnppoo wbetber dost 
thou go"? “To bring your maid servant” 
an.swers the son with blushes on bis faoe, u.id 
comes away from the inner apartment thrilled 
with rapturous emotions from the distant 
pleasures of matrimony. Now the dhoolies 
bogin to beat their dholes; the turbanned 
rosun-chowhees blow their tinkling sahnps ; the 
/•'irinfl/iee musicians play the ItUfrogee-basa ; 
and tiie/rs«aZ>K>’dfarsand saiaburdars beingplacecl 
in two methodical rows on the two sides of au 
artilicial Hymelian; at the top of which sits a 
Siva with his beloved wife on a builuck in the 
midst of “ hydras and gorgons and ohimeras 
dire' of an artificiai spacious hall glowing 
with the splendour of mica, of a peacock- 
mouthed boat, or a mowoor pungkhee, the crew 
of which dressed in red and rudder in hand 
sing many indecent songs, and of tucktarawans 
for babrrs and masqueraders, the bridegroom 
takes his seat in a sookashon, accompanied by 
four boys standing aroundditm with cAttmur and 
mowoor chobe in hands. In the foruiost ofthij 
procession rattle two ehnlti nahuts, add the in¬ 
vited baboos moving wit* solemn steps-, form 
tiielast part of it. Should tlie mniriage take 
place at alate honrofthe night, two ranges of 
men carrying flambeaux and lighted candies, 
contained in shades of mica, fixod^upon bam¬ 
boo sticks, are added to the tamasha and 
pyrotcchinic exhibitions are sometimes resor¬ 
ted to. When this tumnltnons rabble reaches 
the destined place,. and the bridegroom 
alights from his lofty sooJttuAon, be is requested 
by a man of the bride’s house to cut a coupl# 
of betel-nuts which she has been patting in 
her mouth from morning. This being ‘com¬ 
plied with, the yonog men of the neighbour¬ 
hood flock from ali parts to extort a few ru¬ 
pees from the bridegroom’s party, oa aci:^iuit 
of pram «at(ee, or tax, ih honor of the place, 
while the vauts, attired in flowing robes, at- 
tfaot the attention of the audience by re’peat- 
ing different sorts of.,verseB. Discussions re 
lative to divinity and theology are also car¬ 
ried on for some time by l^e sapiept bhufta- 
chargees with unabated vigor, and the young 
relations of both parties take tius opnortunity 
displaying their proficiency ia*fogUsh 



fhilo|pg«%it(i P«nga1|ee arithmeUo ia- 

ehob "^e.‘ who fktts’ito pilk-,. 

eijren shHilieboli pfotiyBjrlf gpive ah 
Ifearndhhtipn, dawn by t^ 

ashemhfy,,;. wk»B ibouifli' inf hheiamaiioit 'atid 
him } wahs f are 8bbvfereii^,...#poa those who 
prove themselves vtSUh’fl^.'in dibp. TOntest, 
Amidst the waVibth of tbtd faVbthtotdai warfai e 
a brahmin appears jivith p-niimbhr df garlands 
8tc. atiiP*® greailginantity of tfib powder of sandal 
* usually asftf** who shall first re- 

*^ceivo the garland ?" Qn this there beihg no 
unanimity, much dispute and vituperation en¬ 
sue, but are generally put an end to through 
the intercession of old and. expeyieuced 
persons. 

The bridogroonfis, then taken away from the 
musiiud priayed in pew Albthcs to his wed¬ 
ding place, where his falher-in-Jaw and'the 
poorohets sit aipund him. The presents which 
are made him cm tlifs occasion by his fallier- 
iiti-law, oliietly consist of a oot, fitted up with 
compjete bedding, a few silver and brass pots, 
two gold sings, two balahs, or golden haur, and 
sometimes pearls aud diamond rings, &c. 
After the bridegroom has muttered a few 
munlers preparatory to hia marriage, he is 
sent into the inuo'r apartment witli a brother- 
in-law of his, and it is at tWs time that fears 
and alarms seize his iieart. The moment ho 
is ushered-into the zenana, a bevy of beauty 
amaze him witii their glittering attire, tink¬ 
ling ornaments, uncasional glances, lioarso 
oachination and vulgar jokes. 


He stands on a little elevated plaoe in the 
midst of a compound, and. his mother-in-law 
with the assistance some other females ob¬ 
serves here a great many superstitious prac¬ 
tices of a really ludicrous nature. Six or seven 
prumen first of all make seven circuits 
around him, throwing water as they move, 
coinpouiffls of rico and jaggry are flung upon 
his body, lighted sticks and lamps are shak¬ 
en botpee his face—a lock is siixit before him 
that hiintloulh might likewise be stmt from 
using any ill-language to his wife. His bands 
are bound together with a shuttle, and he him¬ 
self l.s requested to cry bah like a goat, after 
a woman has repeated the following usual 
couplet— 

" With money we have bought, wltli ropes have 
bound, ill the hand have'pat a shuttle. 

Now do you cry bah, bappoo*”. 

Other ceremoni0.s of ai sb^ondary nature 
are added to these whife the Bride attired in 
silk and gpjd is.brought into this soene of 
gaity and merriment on a piece of wood by 
two or three men. A-oloth is then flung npon 
the head of the bridgroom and tlih bride, when 
they are permitted toaeeeach other for the first 
time. TSe snrronnding gentle attendants now 
tie tfipir clothes with as much ti^htn^s as 


of 


A term of eadsanneat. 
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piM9U>(e»&«<iA«ver;faii to exfiiliit their vivaci-^ When the bridegroom site in iiiH tookiahon the 
ly attd/'0io«0ptisjie{is in pulling the bride- same prooeifston With the addition Of a few 
gruiiMii&b|!:^4ite:«itf ohd giving him slaps. Jerks, artificial flowera, atatoea, and new aceoeriee 
ab^bfewe: Tiiej'are also iM>ry apt to crack, suited .to the jmirtt of tiu time moves before 
aaroihitje lests as to his oomelineas, dress, and hisa. On arrivnig- at niiMtwnbOiiee heJa atonee 
ot’Aamlhils, and rcgarly carry on with him far tfldcen with hA bride into the inner apartment, 
some tinm a war in puna, wit, and vulgar where a ^w rites purporting to foe noting 
jokes. \^eji tliia diversion comes te a close, but wisbesilbr the increase pf the felicity of 
the happjr pair are takeh to ^foe^ wedding the happyApair hfe being dfoaerved ; the fe^ 
place, where an additional homber of mnntera ,'maias of %e hooM and of the neighbourbood . 
are being mutterOd; the hands of the bride- rmke a must vehement noise by Ure-shaking-' 
groom and the bride are hei ng joined ; a red ontiieir ' -tongaes and present them rupees 
cloth called the eiotk 0 ^c/tame, is being again obmpatablo to their means. 1 have heard 
flung upon their heads, and some Hceeand that the >Voonar Bonta, (a‘lower order of Soa- 
cowries are foelag burnt, they are again sent dras) mix the blood of the bride and the 
into the inner apartment. The same girls bridegroom on this day,,, in order to uuife 
now come again iju a circleoroond the bride- their hearts with inseparable ties of love. The 
groom and the bride, ,,aod entertain the for* bridegroom on the second night of bis iiiarri" 
mer' with a variety of'delicious eatables, age is not allowed to sleep with the bride, 
which he is generally forbidden by his family, On the third day the father of the bride pre- 
to take. Jn order to adapt thd'spirit of their sents sweetmeats, flowei;;s, spices, clotlies, 
levity to their own disposition they manufac- fruits, &o. ta the bridegroom’s family, who 
ture some artifloial ar(ioles of food, and play distribute them in the neighbourhood, and 
tricks with the brjdegreoin, (the butt ofaheir thus pass a week or tvro with pleasure and 
company) by perscfading him to taste them, festivity. 

Shortly after the happy pair are conducted ^, 

into a bed room, where these girls so plague .When the bridegroom apd the bride sleep at 
them with unpleasant talk and vulgar jokes ni^ght, the girls of the house iie in private parts 
that they can new have any opportunity to Nothing can he a subject of 

exchange one wdrd^ith each other. greater interest to them than the talk ot the 

happy ^air. Miisquitoos may bite, bugs may 
After the oe^bratian of the marriage, jhe fa- torment, and gnats may sting them, but the 
ther of thq bride gives a feast to the wedding pleasure of Overhearing a word from any one - 
company. The next morning the bridegroom of their lips outweighs all these pains. The 
and the bride are annointed with turmeric and next morning the bride takes off the thread 
oil, and both foatbe in a little spot described fastened on the hand of the bridegroom, 
before. A* few ceremonies are then performed Other ceremonies of a minor nature are minis- 
by the womenj- expressivor of their joy and tered to complate the gratification and the 
benediction to Che happj^air, and wiipn they superstitious customs of both families who 
are seated on a carpetf^eaoh ideinber of absorbetbeir attention for a long time in send- 
the bouse pays a rupee or two with sojne ing presents to each other on every puojaii 
grata and doorva prass as a mark of blessing# and Hiiidupurui. The bride has sometimes 
In honor,, to koeleens of wedding mimpany, recourse to drugs,^i^iells, incantations, and 
the father of the bride presents tli^ riipee.s necromancies to. captivate the heart of her 
according t o their rank in caste, and the rinshand^nd no hope can be stronger in her 
bridegroom failing prostrate before j^^house- mind, than ' 

hold deity, and his father iti-Iaw taWs leave 

of them. Thu bride and her mother weep " For quiet days, fair issue, and long life.” 
most bitterly^ at the time of parting and no 

hopes—no consofation can assuage their grief. Novemier^lS, 1836. [J^/tyluAtnrmt 
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fib our pftper uf ibe 13th inatant wa gave lime will no doubt prove interesting to our 
.||Wbe demount ef proceedings Ctove^- readbra. , 

^aul Bgianaldi#:9Smindacof.l^oiiuoav,v the I,t 1804 this estate stood rated in the revenue 

; following extoact^ ^m ffanstcton’s Guxsttesr reoorda u containing 606 villages, with d'A 
whiohaeorrdbpouitentoftheVomerhaskiadiy es^mated population of 66,046 persona, and 
‘«broaghtto.ndti!ed, forms an exeellaiid pppau- Meeeaed to the land tax itl,348 pagodas; but 
j:- -‘'-r|at.dlMler referenee#, «nd at Uiia the proprietor, altfaoug' ’ . 
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to the British aathority, so lonfc as he paid 
tlie stipulated rent, had been little interfered 
with. 

When originally transfered to the East-Iudia 
Company, several of the heat informed ‘ pub¬ 
lic functionaries were of opinioiAlliat, ow^ 
ingtothe peculiar delicacy of oxtaiding the 
full aathority of the courts of -Invilover ze- 
mindarios situated on the frontiers »d aihonj 
the high lands, it would be more aovisable (v 
regard the proprietors rather astaibatary ohi» 
tains, than as ordinary subjects amenable m 
the* usual process of the courts of justice. 
In progress of time, however, the population 
generally, and even many of the aemindars, 
have been forward in bringing their matters 
oT litigat'on before the regular coarts, and 
liave subsequently submitted to the decrees 
without iniirinur or resistance. The Ooom> 
Hoor chiefs had long remained nearly indepen¬ 
dent, and might have continued so had not 
the enormous atrocity of their oondnet com¬ 
pelled the iuterferenco of the British govern- 
uient. 

In 181.5 a charge of mnrder was brought 
against the zemindar Danuongjoy Bunje by 
his father, who for his own previous crimes 
had been deprived of the zeminJaty, and a 
reward proclaimed for his apprehensiop. An 
investigation in consequence took place, 
when it appeared fr*»m the evidonoe of the 
surviving females of the seraglio, that the 
zemindar Danoengjoy Bunje, in 1814, became 
impressed witlithe idea tli.at bis wives and 
the feiiiato pait of the family had conspiied 
to deprive him of liis life, with the view of 
setting up his eldest son, named Buibuder 
Bunje, as zemindar of the country. Under 
this alarm Banoongjoy confinedw gre^ many 
of his wives, concubines, and slave girls, 
most of whom, from the ktituman treatmemt 
they received during their imprisonment, diec^ 
on the spot. The snrvivgrs deposed before 
the magistrate that they mre all cliain^ed to a 
log of wotxi placed in thp centre oftworooins, 
wnh holes large enough for. two legs; that 
being thus seated in pairs opposite to each 
other, eaoh having one leg in the holes of the 
log, they were scoured by a wooden pin ; but 
the remaining legs were placed ou the top of 
the log, chained together in irons. Several of 
them declared (one being only thirteen years 
of age) that they had witnessed the death of 
the person to whom they were obaioed and* 
had been kept with the corpse until it 
had become putrid and covered with worms, 
and as the marks oh their limbs proved 
they had undergone at least some part of 
the cruelties they bad asserted, the J»laek 
and malignant nature of the zemindar's 
disposition ■ rendeied the rest extremely 
probable. ' 

Orders were in oonseqnenoe issued to seimi 
Danoongjoy, and to diamafitielbe strong for¬ 
tress of Kolaida, which fortress,although with- 
ia fifty miles of Gatijam, the zemindar repeat¬ 
edly userted existed only in the imi^^iBatioD 


of the magistrate. Wiien attacked, however, 
in May I8l6i by a smail detaehment "of the 
Madras army under Col. R. Pietohor, ft tras 
found to be of sneh eitent and strength-, that 
the troops during their stay^ were only able to 
destroy the stockades and houses. * From 
(hence the detachment proceeded iu pursuit 
of the zemindar to Jhrang, wherh tls^ did not 
sui^eed in eifcctii^ his eapture, bat had the 
good fortune to eifeot the release of about one 
hundred men who were found in irons, 
besides women and children, and others were 
reported to have been put to death' on the 
approach of the military. 

• Anxious to establish or confute the asser¬ 
tions of the'femalf witnesses, the magistrate 
determined to visit the gloomy fortress of 
Kolaida, to examine a well in which it was 
said the bodies of those who had died in 
confinement had been thrown, and to oollect 
further information on the spot. The well 
being^pointed out by two female slaves, who, 
acooi^ing to their own aoconnt, had been 
employed in putting the dead foodies there 
after six hours’ diging, finger bones, ribs, and 
other parts of the human franfebegan tomake 
their appearance, intermixed with earth ; and 
after a further lapse of timtif a great number 
of skulls and bones were met with. In exca¬ 
vating to the depth of ^ twenty-four feet, 
eightedti entire sknls were thrown ont and an 
immense pile of bones collected, from the 
condition of which there was reason to believe 
the bodies they appcrlained to must have 
remained a lung time in the well, as •all the 
flesh and hair were gone, and nothing remain¬ 
ed perfect but (he-hopes and teeth, the whole 
corroborating the depositions as to the fact of 
the bodies having been thrown into the well, 
reappeared also that the zemindar, apprehend¬ 
ing a research of this nature, bad ordered 
two of liisvi^dependents to dig the wells and 
remove the bodies, wioh had aotnally been 
done ronfessed) into another well. 

Three hti%n skulls, with a quantity of bones, 
were also found in the fortress of Kolaida by 
the officers of the ilctachment, close to five 
stakes wedged into the grotfbd,'which had 
every appearance of a place appropriated to 
oonfinementand torture. In fact, th'e. hill ae- 
mtndarsof the Northern Ciroars had long been 
aoenstomed to exerei.se despotictfliy the power 
of life or death, and also to^evy contributions 
^through'tbe means of a desperate tonditti. 
The present conseqnently seemed an excellent 
opportunity to make an example of a most 
atrocions petty tyrant, who"^'subsequently 
emerged from the jungles, to which he had 
fled, and surrendered himself} but it does 
not appear that he ever suKered the punish¬ 
ment due to the enormity of hia ofiroes. 

f, 

By the third paragraph of the above extract, 
where it *la stated, that the fqrtrass of the 
Zemiildarof Goomdobr, althoogh within SO 
miles of Ganjaml^as repeatedly asserted by 
him to exist.only in the imagination of the 
Magistrate, it is clear that our ignoranoe 
these tracts was g^ jt. and that we may greJl 
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c^all them terra incognita. The 

prautised by these Zemindars —-^ 

pftlliKte the inlet ferenoe of Government in 
the mahaj^ement of them, even at the point of 
' the Imyonet; but how much better would it 
‘havebeen to have prevented the commis- 
aioh of such crimes, as are mentioned in 


orueltiosj would seem that the only object Govern- 
certainly I ment had in view, was the realization of the 
tribute, beyond which it never extended its 
thought. “ The proprietor, so long as be paid 
the stipulated rent, was littleinter^^red with." 
No efid^ was made to inform him of what we 
were,’^! to know what he was. The tribute 


the above extract, by tiie mild influnce of was all^e wanted, with the rest we had no 
civilization, by means of free «om>|conoernC Now, behold the coiisiqiiences of 
munioation with these people, on which|ihi8 truly LteadenHaHpolicy !--lif^ormer,i^sk- 
subject we have already commented. Itjl^sry 26. 


f POLITICAL ECONOMY. 


There is one great principle of political 
economy—for economy in political, lib more 
than in private, life, means privation ; that 
so far from being recognized and acted up to, 
by statesmen, and rulers, appears to have 
been not only set at naught, but direcily 
opposed, as hovtile to the welfare of the rul¬ 
ing authorities. The maxim we would pro¬ 
pound is this, that in every state, there should 
always be two steps between the ordinary food 
and clothing, of the population at large, and 
absolute nakedness and starvation. Nature 
has ordained that man shall be capable of 
life, that his existence shall be sustained, by 
the same sources as that of the brute; and 
the mistake of the great majority of govern¬ 
ments has been, to consider the extieine po¬ 
verty oKhe people, perfectly consistent with 
the prosperity of the state. We cannot but 
suppose that rulers have acted upon this 
eertaitt fact. 


Allow not nature more than naturl^.needR, 

Man's life is cheap u beast's. 

and on the strength of this position, it has 
always been the aim of the ruler, to lower 
down the scale by which the food and.rai¬ 
ment of tbe subject, was to be adjusted. But 
if you makd man’s life as cheap as beast's it 
will necessarily *roUow that you make him 
approximate tbe beast in every oUier respect. 
We speak here of the population in the mass, 
for it cannot be denied that the ruler of a 
nation of oyAios, might find them contented 
to live oa cheap as beasts ; Uiis their philo- 
teach tiiem to sustain ; their 
i'ifloty in ; but we very much question 
Jier such a rape would be content to 
jc, and toil, and ‘be taxed, every man in 
IS owb order that tbe i|ilor might 

. lare aoliifituoiisly every day, and' be clothed, 
in purnie and fine raioiei^ When a tob and 
w blanket, arO Msumed ^ tbe voluntary or 
philosophical principle by a whole nation, 
the only cbnace of obtaining the sceptre and 
dominion over such a -g'neratioB, would be 



to renounoo the tub, and stand erect in the 
oiiginal nakedness in which man is creat¬ 
ed. But such a state of independence of 
creature comforts, is inconsistent with man's 
nature, and is in fact more artificial, than the 
most refined and luxuiions mode of life. The 
reasoning hy wliioli a stoic brings himself to 
renounce the comforts of existence, is founded 
in absurd sophistry ; and oau only exist 
where it is sq.stained by the vain airectatiou 
ofsingulaiity, or the pride of afi'ected con¬ 
tempt. When Diogenes ticinipled on the 
litxuiioiis carpets of Pinto, exclaiming, 
“ Thus I spurn the piide of Plato.”! the reply 
was perfectly true to nature, “ with greater 
pride.” It is not likely, tliereforc, that a na¬ 
tion w'ho renounced the comforts of life, 
from pride, would consent to toll and labour 
in orejer that others miglit be fumished there¬ 
with in superabundance. We may safely 
conclude that mankind at large would not 
live in want and destitution if they could 
help it, and we have now to examine tbe 
policy of that sysiem of government, so pic- 
valent among the rulers of the earth, which 
seems to be based upon the knowledge that 
if a government 
• 

Allow aot oatore more th»n nature needs, 

Man’$ liie, is cheap as beast's. 


It moat be on the supposition that when a 
people are content to be rednoed, and are re¬ 
duced to this cheap state of existeuce, tbe 
“ superflttx,” the produce of their labour, 
which will be derived to the state, will be 
in proportion larger, tbap if part of the pro¬ 
duce of the labourers toil, were applied to 
the ini|ftoTement of bis comforts in respect of 
raiment, food, and habitation. Hence the 
great problem of whiqh rulers have always 
sought the solution, AS the first principle of 
iJjpood Government, has been to ascertain to 
‘^hat extent of misery, privation, and wapt, 
the subjfset may he reduced, consistently with, 
his ability to toil, and the endurance of bis' 
patiense. It is to this cause, and the much 
abused forbearance of humaa nature, that 
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Ill 


]ia« been chieflj attributable ail the famines. 
a»«i epidemic want, that have ever afflicted 
«th»le nations. It is tliis cause that keeps 
Ireland in a state of what may be termed 
protracted starvation.. It is through this 
eansie that famine has so'often i^psoiated the 
nations of the East. Men are taua^t, or com* 
pelied, to be content with susteDaShkbetween 
which and starvation their is ba»ne step— 
that sustenance obtained too, by tie sweat of 
the brow. Hence, when from natiral caiuas 
there is a failure of the ordinary souroes^f 
subsistence, or from failure*of corpor&l 
strength, the labourer is unable to attain it: 
he has nothing to retreat upon, and if he has 
been taught, or compelled, to live as cheap as 
a beast, lie is then compelled to die like a 
beast, for want of those resonrees which the 
faculty of forsight or providence, with which 
be is endowed, hut the beast is not, would 
liavi- laid up, had he not been rendered inoa* 
pablc by his rulers of exercising that facility 
wliii-li he has beyond the brute. Thus perish 
whole races of men, because they have been 
'auijiht to aspire to no better mode of life than 
.li.'it wliicli is “cheap as beasts;" but wo 
.ik it will not be dilFicult to shew, that it is 
both lor the interest of the ruler as well as the 
the pco|ile, that the luttcrshould be encourag¬ 
ed to aim at something mure than the bare 
hiiuish sustenance of nature, rather than to 
tie s.'iiislici! with only that which natnr# nced'<. 

:ia.- iieioi the eiirouragementof this baneful 
a.'|(} lirgiading principle, the companion and 
4. ii.df'olor of tyranny, that has occasioned the 
tai. c.4t climates, and the most generous soils 
on the face of the earth to be inhabited by the 
icMsi elevated of the human race. Where 
uatiire has done all for man, man has been 
taught orconipelied, to do nothing for himself, 
oi ail for another. He has been taught to 
make his life “ cheap as beasts,” ifnd such 
ha.s been the case in this country among the 
rest. We arc taking measures to disseminate 
knowledge and spread education, and we ai% 
wise, as well as benevolent in so doing; but 
coucunently, if not prior there to, we ought to 
bo endeavouring to raise the estimate in the 
native mind of those essentials to civilized 
existence, which it is true make jgpan’s life 
• little dearer than that of brutes, but 
which, looking even at its mere sensual ex¬ 
emptions from distress, render human life 
far more valuable than that of beasts. The 
misery that prevails in Ireland, is chiefly 
owing to the circumstance that the life of the 
peasant is as cheap as, nay cheaper than,, 
that of his pig, or his beast wbioh domiciles 
with him under the same roof ; it is on the 
lowest scale consistent with existence. He 
cultivates three diffarent kinds of j>otato, of 
three several degrees of worth as an article 
of food ; the two first be sells to pay his rent, 
and on the third and worst he subsists him¬ 
self and family ; if the third and worst fail 
him» he starves ; hi9 pig is fed, bis rent is pgjy 
andhehimself starris; be bas nothing to rkiris 
npon in the article of foodT, he cannot devour 
tbs earUi itself, and after lingering for a time 


on.Ute roots and weeds, the sponlaueoas pro 
duction of the soil, he dies. Now let us sup* 
pose that the peasant both in tltis country 
and in Ireland were taught and encouraged 
to consider. something beyond life cheap 
as beast’s” essential to human existence; lo 
respect himself so much as to tliink (bat be> 
ing elevated by nature above the .beast, in 
the scale of creation, it cannot be consistent 
with any rule of law divine or human, that 
his life should be “ cheap as beast’s.*' If tho 
peasant, whether of Ireland or of Indie, in¬ 
stead of being depressed by the arm of power, 
were encouraged to respect himself, and insist 
upon such wages for his labor, as would afford 
him food and raiment above the wants of 
brutes, let us contemplate a little what would 
be the conseqnenKes. The landlord, whether 
that landlord were the Government, or an 
individual, would be deprived of a certain 
portion of the rent from his estate, in which 
case the individual would probably he cur¬ 
tailed of some of his luxuries ; but the Go- 
vcrngient, would not suffer at all ; but the 
contrary. Let us snppose that every Irish¬ 
man could be taught, and encouraged to con¬ 
sider himself entitled to live one or two 
grades above Starvation, in respect of food, 
rags in respect of clothing, and a hovel in 
respect of habitation, jbdt ns suppose the 
same individually of the millions of this oonn- 
try. Every additional comfort which he fur¬ 
nished himself with, would contribute to the 
benefit of some portion of manufaeturing or 
other industry, in the aggregate, amonnting 
to a consumption compared with which, the 
demand of the wealthy few, liowever*extrava- 
garit, would be trilling and insignificant. If 
every peasant of India considered himself, 
as undoubtedly he is, in a condition below 
the natural wants of man, and was eneour- 
pged so to consider himself ; if he were 
instructed to raise His own estimate of what 
i.s es.scntial to his existance as a man, distin¬ 
guished from beast, bis own industry would 
be stimulated to improve a condition so de¬ 
graded, and the endeavour on his part so to 
do, would be felt in every manufacturing 
town in Great Britain. Butin this coontry, at 
in Ireland, the peasant is made to regard him¬ 
self as entitled to no better subsistence thUa 
the beast of the field. In Ireland the conse¬ 
quence is, that the landlord gains for luxury, 
by the privation of the labourer, precisely so 
much as trade and manufacture wotdd have 
gained from the comfort of the labourer. The 
natural rent of land is that which at hast will 
give the labourer a subsistence corresponding 
with man’s nature ; what the landlord takes 
beyond this he takes, not alone from the cul¬ 
tivator, but from flie manufacturer, who sup¬ 
plies those articles of subsistence which are 
the natural wants of man. Wa are neither 
advocates for arbitrary laws which would fix 
a mintmiwi rent, they would be unsound and 
unwlsolesorae; neither arc we advocates for 
rebelifous opposlUon to landlords or Govern¬ 
ments ; but we my, that every Gevernmeaf 
would find it its best interest to enooaiage kw 
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fte iabenrer, loarce of Mi a res<Jabourers, oatiaot be enjojred wHboat oontri* 

ijoiteMoDsaeaa baiiof oonferte of bnetber mil^joblof 
Wba^lukabimeftlo; as a baiDanbeioi'. What laboareri.1t waold be bj the rali carrying out 
we vobld a^aintaiB is, that it is, perhaps, the of this priaoipie, that states abd iiatlona would 
brat iaterhat of a Government that the la- enjoy real wealth ; by a reciprocation, by 
boprerawho produce tjhe wealth cf a aation, which if we may so say the ehchange of la¬ 
shed esteem themselves entitled to better hour woulA be at par, in all its gradations/ 
lustenanoe'and better shelter from tiie ineip- eorpbreatnmaAnfaotafilltg/and ofovory dwi* 
nencies of tbo seasons, than will barely keep oription. ^is is tbe^ri^'^ftifcretHm in aH' 
them,alive for the purposes of labour. It was good govo ments, and In order to attain titls; 
not mbrely btimaulty—though he overflowed Otovej^iHMts should be far lesSwoprebensiva ' 
with iii that indaced Henry the 4th to express tikt tm peasant should rebel against the es- 
a wish that erery peasant in .his kingdom tqjnion that' makes man’s life cheap as 
shobtd have a ponlet in his pot; ho knew very beast's", than that he shonld quietly submit 
well, that the comforts of one million of to it.—CWcwGe Literary tkaiettet March i6. 


THE DUTIES OF COLLECTORS. 


So much has been said regarding the multi-j the cooriet or wine merchants, from whom the 
farions.duties which the above denomination| revenue has to be collected. These people, 
of pnblicfuBotionaries have to perform, thaticwiag to the rules of caste, are always of a 
it Is needless at present to enumerate them; low ifrade, and move in extremely low and 
andlCB it to say ihaJl,those who are best quali- vulgar lociety. They are, Iborefore, very fre- 
fied to judge of the nature of the$^e duties, are! quently, unsubstantial people, and the securi- 
agrecd in the opinion that no one mao can get ties wlucb they can furnish being from the 
'through them all in aa elKcieni; manner, same cinss,^are also as unsubstantial as tliem- 
"i^ilst things continue in this state, we find selves. It is thiswhich leads to so many de- 
the Court of Directors sending out'orders to falcations in the Abkary department; but 
bold the Collectors personally responsible for tbeseare cironmstances of detail of which the 
luMversation in the Stamp and Abkary Do- Court of Directors are not aware, or to which 
partments* and for treasury defalcations. We thby do not attach suifioient importance. Their 
are not prepared to say that this 6rde*r, copef- judgment is perhaps formed from what they sen 
dered by itself and williont referenjce" to the" around them in England, a Palmer, a Marjori- 
aitnation of the Collectors, is anreaibnable. banks, an Alsop, &e. &c., men of the highest 
The interest of the Government certaitHy re- mercantile credit in lheconntry,wbohave a cha- 
qnires such a protecting rule. Buf to niaki^ ranter to%apport, and mnoh to lose, and from 
anch an order practically useful, the OoTlec- whom, therefore, there is no loss to be appre- 
tors must he placed in a situation which will bended. Conld India boast of wine mer- 
enable them to exercise that contronl over the chkflts of one tithe of the substance and clia- 
duties of their office. Without which their racter of these peopK), the case in the Abkary 
proper performance cannot be secured. As it department would be very different. The only 
IS, the Collectors are obliged to place urfdue look-ont ofthe Hon’ble Court would seem tO 
cottfldenoe in their ill paid native Amlahs, be the security of their pfoperty ; this accom- 
whose character for probity has been snfiioi- plished.^hey leave the rest to obance, and let 
eotly exposed in these pages to need any their poor servants in India shift for them- 
luentioQ of the danger which the public inter- fmives, the best way they can. 
est inonrs in being placed under their manage¬ 
ment. To ensure an efficient discharge of the Under existing ciroumstanoes, every allow- 
varioos duties eotrnsted to the Collector, he ance ought to be made for deficiencies in lb« 
most personally inspect all accounts and see Revenue, and eowidurable indnlgence shewn 
every thing in detail connected with his to the pnblic funotionaries who are eotrnsted 
charge, or provide himself with a better class 'vith the collection of it. The ap^iutmeat 
of Amlahs: it is then that he can hope to of more labourers in this e«|tfiisive vineyard 
secure himself against these dangers and nbsolntely necessary to proper perfoi^' 
beWapable of meeting the views of the Court manee ofethe work. The briefest roles and. 
conndaitibated in the orders we are alluding to. the most positive orders wiif pfmve fotiie, if 
* steps are not taken to relieve our |Colleolera " 

There is another ciroomstance which adds of a part of the duties which ait present dei^»' 
eoasidMM^Io diffifeiilty to the propef perfor- volve npcim thorn i for it i| moraltyimpossfbie'"' 
maues dhitidi «f the Colleotors ifl the iiiat fbey enn get tiirongh the vrhole in an efi- 
Ahkfirg doginitDiint, This i^^tlie ebaraoter of oient maimier.-iiili^liyof IfersM, Fcfi. to. 
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TRIBUTE TO GREAT BRITAIfJ^DIAN REVEKUE COLLECTIONS. 


During tlio first two years of the present 
Charter, it appears that the remit^nces to 
Eaglanid from the Revenues of Inna have 
amounted to the amazing sum of siiA millions 
sterling, or sia erores of rupees ;|and the 
remittances which will probably beTe<)4|iredj 
for tlie two succeeding years, if we remembtf 
aright, have been officially stated at six miH 
lions more. The expenditure of the Presiden¬ 
cy of Bombay, charged as it is with the 80 p« 
port of the Indian Navy, is rather in advance 
of its resources. At Madras the receipts and 
diiilinrseinents are ordinarily equal; though 
upon any unforeseen emergency, the latter 
probably exceedUie former. The Presidency 
of Fort Williatn, consisting of Bengal and the 
Western Pi‘oviucc.s, alone enjoys a surplus 
income; and the drain to which India is an¬ 
nually exposed, falls therefore exclusively 
upon these provinces. Our annual revennes 
maybe stated upon the last published reports, 
at Fourteen erores of rupees; hence the 
remittance made to England amounts to more 
than a Jifih of tlie entire income of these pro¬ 
vinces. 

• 

When the Ninth Report of the Select 
Committee tin India was drawn up under tlie 
superinleiiduncc of Burke, soon after the 
(Tovernmciitof Bengal liad begun the systen^bf 
furnishing the annual commercial inv^t-»j 
meat from the revenues of Indja, that great 
statesman did not iiesitate to characterize this 
evaciiaiion, as he termed it, which at the 
time tlid not exceed Twelve Hundred Tliou- 
snnd Pounds Sterling, as an annnal plsinder 
of its manu'actiires and produce,. _ What 
would have been tlie feelings of that illustri¬ 
ous man if he bad lived to our times, and 
witnessed the change in tl|,e East India Com¬ 
pany from the commercial to the imperial 
cliaractcr, which is distinguished chiefly by 
an increase of this annual evacuation from a 
little more than a luiHioa to tliree millions 
sleiliiigf * 

Tlie arrangement, by which so large a por- i 
tion of the annual revenues of India is trans¬ 
mitted to a distant country, for objects which 
must bo confessed to be more English than 
Indian, we owe to the Whig Ministry who 
guided His Majesty’s Caunceis at the renewal 
of the Charter. A Tory Ministry would, 
we fancy, have made a belter bargain for 
India. They would equally have f«dt the 
necessity of yielding to the wishes of the age, 
and relieving the East India Company from 
the trammels of coauneree; but they would 
Bcaeoely have saddled^ this country, tUrongh 
the long period of the renewed Charter, with 
a tribute, which must neceisarUj enfeeble 
tite local administration, and present ilie Bri¬ 
tish Government to bo natives in the ^ions 
light of an alien power, whose interestaooul'd 
not be identified with those of the people 


under their rule. They woilld scarcely have 
inflicted on India all the evils of ahtantttitm 
in its most aggravated form. 

. Td suppose that so large an annual abslrgc- 
tionof revenue, without any corrospMding 
return, is not detrimental to India, would l^e 
altogether gratuitous. Let England' ihake. 
the ease her own. Suppose England sub«' 
jugated by some distant and foreign power, 
and obliged, under one denomination and 
another, to transmit a similar proportion of her 
revennes, tliat is to Say, Nine Millions sterling 
annually but of the country, would not this 
depletion be found to affect her strength ? 
With her unrivalled resources of intellect, 
skill and capital, would not this annual 
abstriiction of her resources still have been 
deploialily visible in her exhausted frame ? 
And, if suoli would be tbo effect in a country 
Ailed with-life and.energy, how much more 
I'fatally must such an arrangement be felt in a 
country like this, which is deficient in all 
those elements’ of prosperitja which England 
so richly enjoys ? 

England is not .dealing fairly by India, in 
tlins abstracting its wealth year after year, 
and .depriving the public administration of 
the means, of carrying forward that system of 
amelioration, for the aooomplishnwnt of 
whioh alone, can we suppose that the tiust of 
this Government was committed to ns by an 
overruling <Pi-ovidence. While so large a 
provisidi^tnhsf be made for this annnal drain, 
all idea«4,iifternal improvement adequate to 
the wan.ts.of the oountry must necessarily ba 
suspended. Road#, bridges, canals, rail 
ways, eyen |he bduoalii^. of the people, can« 
not be tigkbri.up in a'manner lirorthy of a 
great and benevolent Government. It would 
.noi4;;e,toomtteli to expect that at least ohe- 
tweiitieth of the revenues of this conntrjr,;.. 
should be devoted annually to objects of ' 
local II(ilily r but under existing circum- 
8tanoes,.not even one per cent, of the revenues 
can be applied to these national objects. 
The Goverament is necessarily carried on 
from hand to mouth ; every item of expendi- 
4ire, which is not indispensable to the strength 
ef Government is begrudged ; and national ‘ 
exigencies are unheeded. Who can ealon- 
late the benefits which would be conferred on 
India, if only a fonrtli of the sum now trans¬ 
mitted to England' were expended in the 
country itself on objects of unquestionable 
improvement ? • 

This absttactioH of these funds, has a natu¬ 
ral tenflenoy to create disquietude among. 
our native suiijectav They are not uneoH*. > 
cemed spectators m these remittances. They 
reason upon the matter with shrewdness, 
and the impression left on their minds is, 
nabappily, to- our isodvantage. It is- 
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io'ettneral theMoirciim«tan«efl from 
' We eitnW lilind their eyes to the 
^ot that bythe provisions of the New Char 
tef«^herevetiaes of India were hypothecated 
toiadeuiiify the Company, for twenty years 
^ eoflie, for the abolition of their ooininercial 
priyltej^es; and it is impossible that they 
ehodid opt perceive that in this arrangement 
the interests of India have been sacrificed to 
those of England. We are much mistaken 
fttbis fatal measure be not fonnd oventnally 
the scarce of much bitterness and embarrass- 
d>ent.->J^riead of India, March 23. 


' There is a certain snbject npon which the 
Friend of India deems it necessary to descant 
atlntervals, as if bound to do so by its own 
title; butin onr humhiejtidgment our contem¬ 
porary is no Friendof India in.treating it as he 
does. Under the head of“DasiN uptiji the 
Resources of India," he gave out last Thiirs 
day a Jeremiad against the ** fatal" policy of 
“‘the arrangement by which so large a portion 
of the annual revenues of India is transmitted 
tb a distant country for objects which must bo 
eohfessed to be IBore English than Indian." 
This, says onr contemporary, *' we owe to the 
Whig Ministry who guided His Majesty's 
Conuoi'ls ^ at the renewal of the Charter. A 
Tory Ministry would, we fancy, have made a 
better bargain for Indiathey wonid 
searoeiy have saddled the country with a tri¬ 
bute which must necessarily enfeeble the 
local administration,” &o. What does our con¬ 
temporary mean? Does he really believe that 
the Tory party would have taken from the 
Company their accumulated Commercial pro- 
Rtft,-nearly all represented by property ju 
Bngland or afloat, without allowing them anr 
equivaient? Does he imagine that the Tories 
would have taxed England with the payment' 
of interest on the fndte debt, or with the Mili¬ 
tary pensions or with the cost of all Military 
nod other Stores sent to this country? or that 
would liave passed some law to prevent 
'HhiTopeans from saving-money in India, or 
at least from withdrawing their saving.^ or the 
iaterast thereof oti-tboir own retirouieut ? 

/' Eogland is not dealing fairly by Indis, in alMtr.ict- 
ing ite mesidi year after year; and depriving the public 
adminiAration pf the, means of carrying forward iha}, 
system of amelioration, for the accompiUlitnent of which 
along, can wn suppose that the triic of this Government 
was committed to us by an overruling Providence, 
tifbild' BO targe a provision most be Inade for this annual 
drain, all idea- of internal iinproyetneni adequate to 
tbs u^te of the covntry must noeemriiy be auspendsd. 
KoadSy bridges, eanals, railways, even the education of 
Jtiw people, cennot be takeu up in a maooec worthy of a 
gaeat and benevolent Government. It would not be 
^onmfh .teAffdc^ at least .one-ipentietli. of the 
inwniitesof tbi^im^ry should be devpted aqpnalty to 
otii^of leicat btiqty f but udder exiMtnf circumsupc^ 
iunby^ i£qe f^r edip. of the reWnaesead be applied to 
ihi^ nat^i^l objecU). The Gofenihdiiii is necees&riiy 
on from hfdd 1» mouth; evert Hatn of expendi- 
teio.- wmett ■ not'mdispasiafale to the^ Mcength of Oo- 
fmtanh is begndiged'i .adh'uafional exigencies are 


Who cad oalenlate the benefits which Wei|ild^ 
bd^nferred oil Iwlh, if only a forth of the sum new 
tranamiited te England were expended in ttm oouniry 
Itself on objecta of unquestionable improvoipeiit ? - 

This abstmetion of tfaeae funds, base natural temlmcv 
to create tlwnetude among our native subjects. They 
are not uucwcerned spectators of Uiese remittances. 
They reasoalupon tbe matter with shrewdness, and ihe 
impression Imi on their minds Is, qnhappily, g) our disad-. 
vantage. Itis impossible to codraal thesecircumstanres 
irem them. Wv^canoot blind ilieireyes to the fact that 
by tbe providons of tite New Charter, the revenues of 
India were hyjiothecated to indemnil'y the Company, for 
twenty years to oottie, for the abolition oftheireommer- 
cial privileges; andjt is impossible that tliey should not- 
perceive that in this arrangement the interests of India 
iiave been sacrificed to those of England. We are much 
mistaken if tliig fatal measure be nut found eventually 
tbe suuieo of luuoh bitterness and embarrassment." 

There is much fallacy in (he argument that 
India is actually impuverishod by tliu annual 
remittauces to Eurupe. Abvtracledly cotisr' 
dered, it would be so, but coninierce and the 
beneficial influence of a slioiig Oovernnient 
render (he lribntc(ta call it so) comparatively 
light, and infinitely more tolerable than .Hitch 
a slate of disti'a.Hl and internal war ns existed 
a century ago. The bargain loo, which our 
oontoqiporaiy so iiiiieh condemns, but wbich 
wo maintain the people of tlii.s country have 
no reason to complain of, is a thing done and 
irremediable now. Then why hold it up a.s a 
“fatal measure" and “ the .source of much 
bitterness Why promote disroiitciit ?— Cal¬ 
cutta Courier, March 2 i. 


The Courier, in taking to task the Friend of 
India, on the subject of an article in the latter 
paper, entitled Drain upon tiie Resouri^es of 
the Country, s!iys:'“ there is much fallacy in 
in the argument, that India is actually impo¬ 
verished by the annual remiltance.s to Europe. 
Abstractedly considered^ it would be so, but 
ci>inme«ce, and the benoflcial inflnencc of a 
.strong Government, render the tribute com- 
parativoiy light, and infinitely more tolerable 
than such a state of distrust and internal war, 
which existed a century ago," 

Now it strikes ns that there is much mi^e 
of fallacy in these comments of the Courier 
than in dissertation , out of which thejf 
arose. 

India'would enjoy all tbe advantages tbe 
now derives from her oommwoe with Euro* 
pean, and other foreign states, without giviag 
to England the annual tribateel the tbwo 
eroret; her oommevee, -as we apprehend the 
matter, ^pending in no degree «nd being 
altogether independent of tliio oompaet; 
struek up betwem Ministers'and'the Uouiv 
pany. * And tbe Oeverament, would certain^ 
not he rendered ‘weaker, by retaining int-^ 



TRIBUTE TO CHEAT iHlITAIl*l»*ie»«AN REVENUE COLLECTIONS! m 


for the more lefiUaiRte porpoees of 
beiieiiitioK tlie tnX'poyera, the three ororce 
now disputed of in payment to the Company 
of ten pouiids ten ehUlin^'e per centum per 
annum, on the present account of their capital 
stock, as the Charter quaintly has it. 

Whether, therefore, the Governmlnt retain¬ 
ed the three crores annually in its ohrn hands, 
or remitted to the people so much dl' the pre¬ 
sent oolientioiis, it is im)>ossible to see, in 
either event, how it would not be quite as 
sironjf as it now is ; and the payment, as it 
DOW does, of iliis sum annually to the Com- 
panv, cannot be held to increase the strength 
•f Government; and then arises the question, 
whether or not this Government is likely to 
ooniiinre as strong, as it now is, provided the 
Hjiiiual payments of three crores, is kept up, 
Hr exacted, pursuant to the terms of the 
charier, for the next 18 years? and if mB, 
'what remedial measures can be had recourse 
to, tonveit, from Government, (he evil con- 
siquenct's concomitant upon the. fnlBIment of 
this hnriruin, so improvidentlv made by Groat 
Biitaip witli Leadenliail Street. Sorely, liie 
drawing attention to the consideration of this 
inlerestin»' siiitject, oamiut he called provuk- 
in}; discontent? It is, the constant sale of 
lands for'arrears of jummn, —the purchase of 
such lands, at a wretchedly ina'leqiiate*price, 
by a corrupt uuilah, and (he extortion, harass¬ 
ment and misery entailed in consequence on 
the ryiits, terminutin^ not infrequently in a 
general uhandonment of the irinuzas and 
\illagcs, and a retreat to the hills—this it is 
that properly may he called provoking discon¬ 
tent; and the fault is not apparently in the 
GuveniracnI. Such is at present, and has 
hecii for years, the prc'ssing demand on the 
exei-nlive hero for tribute, that all •future 
coiisidcralioiis and eonsequenocs, appear 
merged in the anxiety to satisfy the present 
craving nccecsitios. On colleetions are con¬ 
centrated the whole eare avid attention of out 
Argu.s-eyud rulers —breathing time is not 
given to tlioiii to turn tliemselves ahoiit and 
devise a remedy. Revenue must he got in, 
and whether at the sacrifice of the, future 
value of the propeity of the country or not, is 
nut a question they can permit themselves to 
entertain. The authorities at iioine, to whom 
it is an easy ta-sk to impose laws, leaving, as 
they do, the more dilficiilt one of carrying 
them into cITent to their officers here, have 
directed where a sale takes pl&ce ou account 
of revenue arrears, that every eemindary 
tenure should be purchased on the part of 
Government, and then settled with the ryuts 
on the ryutwar principle. Now, ^ithonl 
wmking at present any comments on the expe¬ 
diency or wisdom of sneh a measure, the 
Tntieniion of it was cleanly tooperate as arelief 
on the ouliivatot,' to resouc him from ithe 
exactions of his'-zemindar,rand'to give him 
for ta-k-master the Government in,lieu. Bui 
this order, we are itiformed'by the report of 
the committee of the Houae of Commons, 
inrblislied in 1833, has bad little ptaetical 
tffeet in the Bengal Preudonoy. m AitHoufh," 


Nays the report, supb purchase and resanti>£ 
tion of ihe right to manage the land re<eiiae« 
is the best mode for the Government to acquire, 
the power of elTeutual interference in behalf, 
of the ryots the taerifice nf money requisite for 
the purpose, would be so great as to impedu 
the working of the system, if the sales of 
zeroindarries for default of payment were 
nn:^orousand extensive.’* Tik're'a the rnb ( 
The sacrifice of money is too great, and >■ 
this particular, ns in most others eoaneeted 
witli liie improvement of the condition of the 
people of India, the soeri/Ice of money is too 
great, tuadinitof carrying into the effect tho 
good intentions of Government. The revenue 
must be got in and oollceted; and tho above 
siifiieiciiey is loft Hor the expenses of Ghivern- 
ment, the surplus is sent to pay a ten guinea 
dividend to the huider of Eitst India Stock, 
Under sunh a state of things, it is, we consi¬ 
der, (he boiiiiden duly of a journalist, to call 
atteniion to tho dissaiisfaolion .conseqneui 
iipori such a state of things. The bargain, 
wliiclfuperates so injuriunsly to the interestil 
of India, has been struck up between the 
Company, who are still rulers of tills country, 
and tlie rulers of those rulers, and wlicn two 
paternal Governments discover that bargain 
to be oi>erating ruinously npun tligirsubjects^ 
and wiiun, moreover, tln^y reflect, that tho 
probability of fullilling tlie terms of the com¬ 
pact to which they are out parties, and which 
is prejudicial to their interests by Ihe people 
of India, is every day becoming less; why, 
it is lime surely for them to direct theii alloii- 
lion, as how to obviate the necessity uf such.a 
biJiden.— Uurkaru, March 38. 


The flarkaruhat taken up oor remaiks upon 
the Friend of India's complaints about the 
three crorc drain upon the resources of Indian 
We have oo|)icd the article in another place 
Our conlempoiaiy winds up hy observing: 
with rcferonuc'to the existing bargain.betweeo 
ihe Company and the Rulers of this country, 
(hat “ when two paternal Governments 
cover that bargain to he operating ruinouHilv' 
upon their suiijeuts, and when, moreover, they 
lelleci tliat the probability of fulfiliing the 
terms of the compact to which they are not 
parties, and wlii.:li i.s prejudieiai to their inter¬ 
ests, by the people of India, Is ej>ery day- 
becoming less, wli.y, it is time surely for-them 
to direct ilieir attention as how to obviate tho- 
necessity of such harden.” Ccitaioly It is; 
but first it would be as well to establish the 
fact of its being a ruinous bargain before you 
advise Uie Govorument to a breach of faith: 
shew the pretended insoivency^under it, or at 
least make out a grievance wcrib»oon.sidera- 
tion before .you ask Ihe Parliament of England 
to relieve Shit Conntry at tbe -expense of that 
Coantny,—for of eourse, no honest man woutd- 
advocate tbe principle of depriving tbe Pro¬ 
prietors of East [noia Stock of the rights 
have' acquired. under an Act of Parliamehv 
anymore than,he,would expect the holdtu:# 
oi 3 pal Cents, in Engiand or of Coaipa{^> 
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ppiper ,li«re <<•’forego their dividends nod' 
inijnast'hfiQ(kttae it'would he very eoorenient 
, fw the. Snanee* of both Countries to be 
relieved of those charges, incurred perhaps 
Terp4>iiprovideutly at the time when some of 
' the loens were contracted. >We invite the 
Mmrkttru and the Friend of India to make out 
their case of grievance by tigured statements. 
Instead of this Bankruptcy with which tjiey 
aeeai to threaten us, we have heard of nothing 
blit growing prosperity for some time past: in 
opite O'f the caiamities of several seasons 
wividJi produced severe distress in sonne dts^ 
triets for two or three years, we have been 
told the land revenne has not diminished in 
the mass, butthe oontrary, and that the general 
state (If the revenues of ihe'country now eaiii- 
him a large and growing surplus. If this be 
truth, how can it be necessary or proper 
to make a change in a solemn compact either 
in the form of a compromise with the creditors, 
or by asking the people of. England to pay- 
part of the sum instead of tbo people of India ? 

' ' But tins petition adtnisericordium, rests upon 
an atsuniption, that “India would enjoy all, 
the advantages she now derives from her com* 
m'drce with European and other foreign states, 
vlithoat giving to*England the annual tribute 
^ the three crorcs.’* What tribute? the Hur 
karu pxplains->“ and Government would cer¬ 
tainty not be rendered weaker by retaining 
in Its'hands for the more legitimate purposes 
of bcnciilting the tax-payers, the three crores 
uow'dispbsed of in payment to i/ie Contyany of 
ten pounds ten shillings per centum of ilieir capi¬ 
tal stock, as the Charter yuaintly has it," The 
italics are ours. The Cliartbr quaintly has it! 
The Charter does indeed recognixe a certain 
amount of Capital Stock subscribed as .stieh, 
j-ust as It (quaintly we suppose) recognizes 
the Capital Stock of the Bank of England 
and of sundry other chartered and incor¬ 
porated institutions; but we had believed thai 
BUtn to be only six tnillious sterling, which at 
tbn pounds, ten shillings per cent, per annum, 
wooid, according to the last edition of Cocker, 

. occasion a charge of 630,0001. per aiinnni in¬ 
stead of the three crore (or three millions 
sterling) asserted to be appropriated in this 
manner. And with regard to this particular 
item, we find certain assets per contra which 
were the private property of the Company in' 
their commercial capacity and which appear 
to be sufficient to meet the whole charge or 
Tbry near it. But we must here break oiT 
|kh)inising to elucidate this and other mhtters 
eu&Rected with the q^IrcsUoii of Indian tribute, 
^ irhi^Breoce4o official documopts when we 
rmum tha subject to-morrow.—I(7al. Courier, 


lie JTtirSbtmand the Friend of India speak 
'4 'd ' iitmual trsopte of' thrdo crUrea oTj 
ses from Indiato Gresit Britain, and.tbe 
would have ns b«^eve,th|it;all>^4l 
sum Is. wanted for nathihg else 


a siiaduw of right. We have already observed; 
tbatdheae dividends amouRt- only .to 1^36,666 
Sterling, little tpore ihan u sixth ef^e sttsiif 
said to be BO expended and tliat 'an'eqnivso* 
lent for that particular charge. er nearly sot 
was given to India by 'wssignment ef.the 
entireprsAeeds of Uie Company’s Comroerciai 
Assets. ‘Wn do remember that onr daily 
contemp<Mry once attempted to shew that 
these coiumereial assets were all nsoiHishiiie-,' 
partly made op of a pretended balance duo 
by the territery to commerce, and partly by¬ 
foods and other property scarcely sufficient tO 
cover outstanding commercial engagements' 
in England. True, the twenty-two millions 
and odd in the statement presented at tho 
time of the negociation between the Court 
of Directors and the Board of Controul, did 
include a balance of between four and Rv« 
millions we believe, which some eavillcr/i 
imve treated as liable to question, and tiio 
teas and ships and ware-houser, &c., of the 
Company were not likely to produce tiie 
valuation which the Court put upon them at 
the time, nor have they done so; but we have 
before us a Parliamoniary document publish- 
ed in June last consisting of the accounts 
of the Revenue and Charges of India fur four 
yearsending with 1834-35 (the last by estimate 
as respects the Bengal and Madras accounts) in 
whicif we observe the sum of £8,502,767 actually 
credited in the London accounts of the year 
IB34-:)5 as “ the amount realized in England 
from the Commercial Assets, after deducting 
the sum of 2,000,0001. sot a part fur the forma¬ 
tion of tho Guarantee Fund for the Proprie¬ 
tors of East India Stock, and the sum of 
176,4561. the amount of certain extraordinary 
charges defrayed directly from tJie produce 
of tho Assets, applicable to the serviceof the 
GuTei-r(.ent of India.” But a large portion of 
Ibe Commercial assets was then still unrea¬ 
lized, principally teas, and wu remember to 
have met with a stateniont shewing, in the- 
early part of last year, the entire amount to 
exceed fourteen millions, a sum quite suffi¬ 
cient at even the present medium rale of 
Indian loan interest, to provide for an annual 
charge of £630,000 for twenty years, and for 
the exunction of it at the end of that term 
by a payment of twelve millions. In this 
part of the bargain then no great wrong ha.S' 
been done to India, looking at the matter 
abstractedly ; but when we examine it witir 
reference to the application of tho money, 
ariiting from these commeroial assets, we 
discover rensoR to admit that the Revenues^ ot. 
India have been gainers by the arrangement * 
for in the same aecounts we find it stated iiik-- 
der the Madras head, that after reserving Ihb 
two tniliions for-the London Guarantee Fondv 
the followinf sums, namely^ Bs. 37,30,5BS<is 
1833-34 and Rs. 183,52,318 in 1334-3^ werel 
“ apprepriated from commercial assets’realiz¬ 
ed in' fSto|;land towards the disoharge u£ f^in-t 
cipal Of Catnatic Debtand further, it-isf 
known ttfat the p'osseMton of this'money has 
enahied the Company to pay off' the Bengat 


itd'io pay .ditldends tn the .Propri^ews/^iLSix peS- Cent. Loan, .-amounting to sa. rs. 
’IKaltlndia Stock on a Boofhial capital witho.iit 8,64,W,460, willtout pressing upon the Indian 
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ftnBnne«, or renilerinx itnecesMry (which it 
(HherwisA would iiuve been)to upon a-genoral 
«ent, loan hero for that parpnsea,—a 
aerfr dilferent thing from tlieprerileged trana* 
for loan aetnal ly opened, which has not prO' 
▼ented the Government of this country from 
oontitining to borrow at four per eenj^where- 
an, if the Company’s trade had goaeton, these 
large funds wonid have remained aluarbcd in 
Commerce. We might perhaps fair% assume 
HmU their application to the discharge of the 
Carnatic Debt and 6 per cent. Loan, besides 
the positive advantage of extinguishing^ sd 
much debt hearing an interest charge of 8^ 
Vakhs upon the former, and sa. rs. 6i,87,028 
itpon the latter, has put them in a position to 
save one per cent, on many orores of the re¬ 
maining debt; because it left this Govern¬ 
ment free to advertise for payment (and there¬ 
by to reduce the interest on) a large portion 


‘ k statement of the amount of revenue id*# 
fixed in the Lower Provithscs, during the laSV' 
fifteen years, compared with the demands'^ 
the State, was published last week in the 
HurkaifH. it is a document of the high cat 
interest and importanee; it exhjhiis*a gra¬ 
dual deficiency of revenue, within the last 
eight years. The subject will (^'Course 
receive the immediate and close atlentiort 
of tlie publio Authorities, and the Gkmrduf 
Revenue will be expected to report Pitotf 
the oatiso and cure of these delioienoi'M; 
but as the account is involved in ftorae 
obscuritv, the Senior Member of the Hoard; 
ha.s called for explanations preparatory tu 
the Report wltieh is to be made to Govern¬ 
ment. Mr. Pattit’s iiiinute on the subject 
was published in tlie Harkaru, with soinu 
trifling and perhaps unavoidable discrepan. 
cies. Having been favoured with a corrected 


of it; so that on the 30th April 1834, accord- copy of it, we have the pleasure of submit 

• .. . - • . .. . __ X _ . ._^ > 


ing to the papers before us, no less than sicca 
rupees .5,62,61,817 was subject only to 4 
per cent, interest, and the amount has been 
considerably increased since that date:—and 
if the notices of loans to bo paid off have been 
suspended for a longer tnforval than was ex¬ 
pected by the public, wo may perhaps attri 
bute it to the circumstance of the remittances 
to England during the last year having been 
unnecessarily large, the Court havinjG it is 
believed, negociated upon Bengal twice the 
amount required with reference to tlie amount 
of private bills upon England taken here and 
in China against goods. But a temporary 
excess ill the remittances of one year will of 
course be balanced liy a shorter demand the 
next. It must not be assumed, that because 
there may have been remittances in one shape 
or other to the extent of tlirco millions or more 
per annum for a year or two, liic same amount 


will ho always wanted at lionie. Looking af] "^dcli sums are cast up in tlie fourth column 


tlie abstract before os, wo discover no reasoir 


llnnso will ever approach Ute sum of 3,000,OtH) 
peraniiiim. The eli.irges defrayed in England on 
accountof the Indian Territory, amounted only 
to £l,476.6j5r> in 1831-32, £1,227,536 in 1832-,33; 


ting it to our readers in the present number'. 

J 

Tlie^statement of account, stands in need 
of explanation, to afford any clear data for 
exaiiiinatian. It is couched in the barbarous 
language of the Maliomedan Kliaisa (trea¬ 
sury). It talks of Hal and Bukeya demands, 
as though no .such wordsw-existed in the 
English language as Demands of the 
current year” and “ Arrears.” As wo are 
now rapidly shaking off oor old predilections 
for Persian, it is to he hoped tlial the Treasury 
records will no longer be deformed with the 
ohseletc terminology of an exploded dynasty. 
After the coin itself has been made English, 
it is not easy to .see why the accounts in wliio)i 
it is kept slioiild not bo in the same language 
also. But to the point. The statement give# 
us in one column (he demand of the current 
year, and in ilio next that of the arrears, both 


and form llie total demand. It would natu- 


leetiuns of any year, deduetod from 
demand, would form the arrears of 
ensuing year; but no such lonneetion 
be traced between tlie.se two items. 


to think the permanent denjandsof the Fiidiajj^l^y appear at first sight that the total ool- 

the 
can 
Fo 

to £1,263.6^7 in 1833-34 and to £2,162,868 in|«xa>«pl« H’e difference between the totff 
1834 2.5, the last item including £63(j,826 collections of the year 

the Proprietors’ dividend,s, an«l £62.858(also-*®*^*'***‘* 1,16.73,023; wliereas the ar- 

a new item) for interest on the home bondnext year are put dona only at 
debt. These sums indeed are CJtclusive of in- j ^•®**'13,123. The collections from lands not 

tciwt Bills drawn from the throe presicloiicies, 1 would not account for thia 

amounting in 1834-35 to about 68 lakhs; baU^‘*®f«P'‘“cy ; because, property, speaking, 
while the commercial rates of exchange range ought to be added bo^h to the colnnip.pf 


»o high a.s -they have done in India for some 
time back, few persons on the spot will claim 
the option of taking interest bills iu.s(ead of 
easli t-and should it even be neoessatj to add 
bhif a million to the London remiirance (or 
UFibate) on this account, the burthcH thereof 
has been fully eount^gbalancod by the, entire 
extinction of the interest charge for the Car¬ 
natic Debt and 6 per-.bent.. Loan-. What title 
however these remittanaes, in their det^jls, 
liavc to bo regarded as.ttabute at.all, tve shall’ 
exgtninc in.our next.— March 29.. 


demand and collection. That the account Is 
correct, there can he ^ little doubt.as that 
there is room for improvement in the mode o^f 
keeping it. Few tasks, indeed, IR-e more diffi¬ 
cult than that of presenting complicated na¬ 
tional accounts in a lucid form. Jlic French 
.system of accounts is said to be the most per¬ 
fect in ti|e world, and has, wo hear, been 
adoptq4as the model at'Bie treasury in BengaL 

But these are tmtobr pdlnts; the great 
appalling fact btought to light by this Stated 
raent is that -of a growing deficiency i'h ihb ' 
eolleoiion of the public revenue uf the 
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^roviiiject, VJi-ioli bits ircaituAlly iimronncd -M 
94Hi-f»urth tf tiu aHtutal dtuHaad. Tlis «1 etnaiid 
Ibr i83&#(L baa been esiiiiiiile<i at three mil 
ttttcHflgt the colleeiidits, at two millinn^ 
ttbd a'^uarter. This defalcatioo has of late 
4t>ne on progressively inoreasing. In 
the diflurenoe between the eurrerii 
bipiiecliuns and the current dcnintid was iioen 
fjf tArte lakhs aad a half. In it was 

takhs> In It^d-StS, it had rise'n to 
aaere than ssventy'fivs lakhs. If the deiioiency 
bad occurred in the provinces which Imve 
pot been blessed with a penoanent seltlenieoi 
of the revenue, it would have boon attrihuletl 
ip oter^assessiucnt the inovitahlo elfect of 
which is to deprive Government of much tliai 
plight have been realized!;,upon a inoderutu 
rmtt, Uut it has arisen in the proriiiues of 
which the rent lias now been lixcd for lort> 
years,'and generally upon so iiiodorate a scaltj 
as to have given the Court of Directors u 
strong disgust for perin<ineiit settlements. 
There have been vissicitudes of sca.son during 
the past eight years ; but no catamiiy cl¥ such 
a nature as to account fur so remarkable a 
deheieiiey. Far greater calamities were ex¬ 
perienced in preceding years without ciealing 
BO decided a defalcation. Neither is there any 
reason to suppose that the country has been 
impoverisbed to such an ext<>iit as to runcUr 
it iiiipossiliie to roulize liic aii.deiit aitiouut of 
revensie from the stiine estates- Even if llie 
supposition of poverty ho admitted, nothing 
has occurred to attach llio consecinenees of it 
peculiarly to the 0 |iouh of the last cigiil years 
To account satisfactorily for t' is decrease 
of revenue wc must discover some cause 
which was not in operation in preoediug.tears, 
and which is adequate to the elfect; and the 
ohly cause which can he supposed to have such 
OKtensive operation has been liio change in 
the System of internal administration. Tti'is 
has been (wo fold ; the appointnientof Comini.s- 
sronei'sliips ot Revenue, and the union of the 
oflice of Magislrnte uitli that, of Collector. 
Some are inclined to attribute the deficieiioy 
tp the appointment of Commissioners; and 
their supposition is so far plausible ihat the 
iOrious decay of the revenue is eoeval with 
tbat inodiheation of our system. But there 
seems to be no reason for regarding these 
two events in the light of cause and effect. 
Before the change, we had three Boards 
of Beveuno in the Presidency. One. Board 
only has been abolished, consisting at the far^ 
thest, of thres members; and in its stead 
tire have eiffUt Commissioners of Revenue, 
tt«Aioned in various parts of the country. The 
effect of this change w'ould rather, we think, 
biave been to*stimulate the pnhild culleotions. 

diflSoutt to suppose that the collections 
shbnld hayo suffered by more than doubling 

K upiWr of sOperintendents, and placing 
flpoSitfonSpeouliai'iy adapted ^r control-, 
[be'ff^oil deparlme'^.!' But thp other 
lion in the system, the union of the ol&ce 
titrate' with CoHectqr, vriti, we think, 
bt for ihii ItWdi Of revenue; When the i a- 
iftyiaual #ho%^liturg^ed imMediately whhitho 
obifiection at ^‘liiiai^ighgodifilled with'' other 


•fnties, of « .(nos( harrassing nature, itis, oasjP' 
so siipposettliat the oolleotiotis may iiare suf* 
feredfor wantof that undivided aUontioO which- 
was'foriaeriy bestowed on them. TotbiucaU'se 
uhiofly are we inclined to attribute the anfa> 
voiirablo results of the igst ei^t years,— 
Fritnd aftfwdia, March 30. 

MVNUTB X THE SENtOB MEMOER.—The Btstemeet aa« 
neseii {trejiared by the Rtiveuae Accouuiaat of Hal and 
Bakya UemaailiVTnd Collection'’ of Bengal, Beliaraod 
Wris,ia, from 1820 21 to 1835*36, and alM of Col-i 
lertione from lands liable to as:iejisinent, hut not 
legidered on the rent roll of those years, seems ' 
to me so extraordinary and to exhibit so very 
cnfavourable a result for the last 8 years, that iv; 
'-ince the Revenue Commissioners were establish, 
cd, that coH'iidering it in connection with other im^rtantsip 
eviitencesof admilte'l failure in the revenue admmstra'. 
lion dming the same period, I am apprehensive I might 
he justly accused of a great dereliction of my duty, were 
1 not to attempt to obtain some explanation in detail of 
t!iecauses oftlie very maoitK'-t deterioiation exhibited in 
this siatcment. It shows that the Hal demand or Jam- 
mti has been in the permanently settle>l provinces nearly 
stationary since 1823-29 since there has been no increase 
wortti noticing. Explanation is nevertheless neressary 
tj shew how It happens that the new estates added to 
the rent roll by the recent activity given to the process 
of l.a'..heraj reaumptinn has not iirodueed a more per¬ 
ceptible elFeet on the general land revenue demand. 
I'liere ih, it i.s true, a separate head * for " Collection 
fiom lands noton the reut roll,” and mo-t of the resump 
lions will have appeared prubihly on tliis list, but even 
Itere no increase is to he found. On the contrary, tlie 
scp.iiatc head for these collections shews a total sum 
realized during the years 1827-28 and 18'28-29 consider- 
iibly in excess of the collections during the three last 
yeais (realized or estimated) of this poition of the state- 
merit. With reference, therefore, to this unexpected re- 
snlt, I propose tbat the Revenue Accountant Ire called 
upon to furnish, so much analysis of heads N'o. 1 and 7 
iis shall fe'nable the Boanl to see ; Ktrit, How much of 
I lie ilal demand or Jumiiia of 1628-29 is identical with 
I hat of 1834 35—that is of the same demand and levied 
iVoni the same estates during the two periods. Seeoiidiu, 
How much has been wholly through estates being put 
lip to sale and no bidders found, or no land being forth¬ 
coming, to be delivered over into possesdon, it has been 
necessary to abandon the Ue.venue Demand. Thirdly, 
How mncli has been absolutely remitted in perpetuity 
by authosty of Government on account ofdeluvian or 
other similar causes. Fourthly, What further losses of 
Jumtna have'oucurred, and from what causes. Again 
of Jumma placed afresh on the rent roll, tbat is of the 
liottianofthat of 1834-35 which is new and was net -on 
the books in 1828-29 *, First, Wbauamoant is ascribalila 
to lapsed farms or jaglieers . which have fallen nndes 
assessment in ordinary course. Sscondiy, What amonat 
has been derived from the assessment of new lands 
brought on the rent roll eitlier by the resamptlan.ef 
i.Akberaj,or through the occupation of alluvian or juur 
gle lands, under the piovistoas of Aegulaiion Ui..oI 
1828. c 

2nd. The office of the Revenue Accountant St the 
Presidency onglit to have each Registere of the lead 


* Column 7i—1627-.-38....4,86,785 
I848-«9. .. .4,87,40# 

1835*- 4...i3,82,776^i- 
' 1834—. 5.. ..4.13:900 

1835— 6.... 4,15:080--*ff9liaiatts4. 
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re«»«iiM of tli« (i)fei«ttt-(li»lricl« and of mutatMoa in tlie 
JuABKaio tMtrtivaW aaahould-anabteEimta (Kepafe the 
abywe «»pl«n!itpr^ aUtementa withoat mach adilUional 
iro^ntile; But if u be more convenient for him to make 
them up for other yeara than tlioae above indtcaled, I 
have no ohjectibn, ae my derire is to have before the 
Board aome^tiatinct exhibition of the d«creaanni|nt of Hal 
Demand or Jumma on one aide, and of ita growth where 
it liaa increased on the other. I would wiali to have it 
for tite whole of the permanently nettled terxitory, but | 
if that be not attainable in contwquence of thvfnlKiui of 
preparation, the Board muat fain be content with a few 
diatricta to he aclecied by tlie Accountanhwitb reference 
to the varialiona, apparent extreme cases being of course 
preferred. 

3rd. With respect to the annually increasing nnreat. 
iaed hahince, it appears that the current collections 
upon the same Hil Demand or Jumma are between 
thirty and forty likhs less than heretofore, and altliongh 
the Bukya rollectinns have increased necessaiily with 
tlie balance overdue, the increase does not quite rorres* 
pend with the emnunt of balance *, so much so otherwise, 
that in the total sum annually realized, there is a dehoit 
of no less than ten lakhs in the collections of 1B)4-35 
roninsteil with those of 1827-2fll.* This is not nscrih' 
able to any fadure. of corps or temporary or local causes, 
for iu the year 1834-35 all eircoinstances were favour, 
able, and still more so in 1833 3G. In the vear pre- 
ecedins-, viz. 1833-34, when there was a partial failure, 
the deficit was more remaikable, being upwards of 19 
lakhs, t 


ref'enue, ehewHtg. the amount unrealiaed by the 
pfoceede on the 6ne hand -and the amount due from' tlMi' 
purchaser sipde the sale. This iuforinaUon. bowover,,! 
fear, the Accottutanti will not be able to supply for u«^ 
and without sending a ,Specbl Officer to make the en-*^ 
quiry it would bo hopeless to call for it from the Comi 
miisioners or tlie District Collectors. This stuemypli 
must ultimately form the subject of d reforence’to tfiei 
i Government, for wa have more than oneb ' bedh 
called,u'pon to explain the ill succese of late jreaitt in’tiw 
lealization of the Revenue, but it apfiears to inevbeeboiiBb- 
be premature in at all addresung Governmeat untU w» 
sought for and obtained'all tlie iufurmatioa that can be' 
iprocured through our Accountant. v 

.5th, I solietthe third member’s consideration of this 
question and his assistance in perfecting the enquiries 
which seem to me to be of great importauce ’ and there* 
fore needing to lie madff with as much attention to ae* 
curacy and peifection as maybe ctinsistent with other’’ 
oldigaiions ot duty. 1 hope the appreliensiuos i enter-' 
tain of the imperfections of our systcm.of Revenue ac¬ 
counts generally, may prove to be ill founded, 

23d Januitry, 1837. (Signed) J. Patti-b. 

1 certainly agree (hat the Accountant soould be calted 
upon for nil the explanation it may be in his power, tu 
afford. Go receiving his reply, it.will remain to deter-, 
mine what furtlier steps should be taken in this iroportaiit 
matter. 

13th Feh. (Signed) • H. Waltbm. 


The statement annexed sufficiently shews thtt the 
Revenue is not so punctually paid or so regularly real* 
ized under the system of Commissioners and Collectora, 
having Judicial and Police duties as well as fiscal to 
lierforin. as it was under the system in force prior tn 
1029-30. The oii'stan ling balances of the Hal Demand 
amonnted at the close of 1828-29 only to 33,19,803 
whilst at the (.lose of 1834 33 the outstanding balances 
of the rial Damnnil for that year amounted to 75,88,520 
being 40,88,917 in excess of the balances outstanding at 
the close of 1028-29, viz. 

• 

Current Bala, of 
Hal Demand, or Hal Colls. Hal Demand. 
1838-29....301,25,318 268,05,715 35,19,603 

T834-35.... 301,64,962 223^76,442 73,88,320 


There Uaset of assertions in the Ifxrkaru 
newspaper of Tuesday last relating lu the 
financial condition of India, and the reven,uo 
management of Bengal, which (being caloii- 
iated to mislead) we think it worth i^'hilc to. 
observe on. The object of the statements 
seems tn have been the covering of a certain 
quantity of paper tvith a certain number xf 
woids, among which the introduction of sua-h 
terms as ‘jutnma, unUah,crore, revmue, ^c, fye* 
iijfight induce the unwary to conclude, that 
the article was in very deed a duqiiisitiun 
•upon the qaestions of revenue realiaatioa 
and remittance. 


Excess of balances of 1828-29 . 40,68,917 

4tli. With a view of tracing this singular defalcation 
iu the receipts, I would wish the Revenue Accountant 
to be called upon to furnish an analysis of the 12^,68,000 
alleged Bukya Demand, shewing how much is of the I 
year last past, and how much of old standing, that is, ^ 
of 1, 2, 3, 4 or 5 years, and under one head the amount 
that has stood over more than five years. I presume 
tfoit no interest is included in this statement. If there be, 
ito amount should he separately and distinctly exhibited, 
fitrits forming any part of-it will make the deficit of 
CdUections still more extraordinary ; for of course the 
emeunt, if not in it, ought to correspond with the Bukya 
Demand. I should much like also to see in the analyzed 
mtement of balances, a separate head of those due upoa 
estates that have been sold in liquidafion of arrears of 


• Column 6.—^Total CoMections. 


t 


1827—M.,.. 300,60,803 
1834 -85... .200,03,905 
1833—34.. ..28I',84i830 
300i60.808 . • 

281,34^830 


IMtciency,. 19,25,973 



* 


The total ignorance of his nultjecixiii<p)ftye4 
by the writer is evident in assertion tUie 
1st, viz. that “ three crores of rupees are aoir 
di.apo.«ed of in payment to the Company of ten 
pounds ten shillings per centum per anni|ta 
on tlir present amount of their capital stock.’* 
Now if three crores of rupees (3,0(K),000£)' 
be required to pay a dividend of 10 per oitnt. 
^n the Company’s capital stock, the amount 
of that stock must be 30,000,000£, The 
amount duo annnally on account of fbe 
dividend usually supposed to be some 
640,000£, or there-abouts, not quite three 
millions. The purposes fpr which the total 
Indian remittance is made are totally beyond 
the knowledge of tho iinancialist of the Bur- 
karu. Assertion the Sd, that the permanently 
assesaed '^nds of Bengal are constantly put u^ 
for sa^ at a wretchedly, inadequate price, ■ 
in consequence of this drain of three ororet 
anmtally would^ If true, of necessity peeve' 
by iefercuee thattiie country was becomlRf 
rapidly bankraiit. The fiasnciallst Is, 
course, prepared to prove the fact of the «a^ 




iltQ tTO '«iREAT finiTAfUl 

Ht; I ■ imd ' dewoftsliafe - - one' 

, =>it> . oonaaqatiirt i*aiikruf>toy. 
Ai^f#4wi',^r 3d, that*t,tUo«e comipt «»U# 
t|ie>|iii|da,.|w» pavciiased by.‘Mioritipt onilali,” 
n^AfMriiy iHdu««.<) ua to conclude that they 
mmiK Ibe made-under ' a corrupt collection. 
T»« tiifanoialiat ia, of course, prepared to 
cite, inataiices in proof of the truth of what 
hO' state*. Aasertioti rthe 4lh, that 
ojtlortion, harassment, and misery entailed in 
Qohse<|iience on the ryuts, terminate not 
wofiro4}aentiy in a general abandonment of 
tAeanouaas and .villages and a retreat to tAe 
hills,” leads us to enquire icAat luouzus and 
nthat villages, what ryuts, and wkat hills? 
The finanedaiist will, perhaps, give us proof 
hVv instances in these cattes also. Ho will 
.also, doubtless, inform us upon what ptin- 
mple ho quotes a report of the year 1833 in 
proof of the non-soccess of a system in 1837, 
arid show, by a statement of authenticated 
facts, what grounds he ha$ for the unbiusliiug 
assertions above set forth. 

The time is past in wliich bold tulle and 
bluster would go down with the comiiiunity 
for argument and fact. The s(atoment.s made 

Uie HurAeru news|rnper have now been so 
frequently ebulienged, and have been .so 
ittvariably left undefended, that tlie conti* 
nuance in the practice of tilling columns by 
invention deserves constant exposure, and 
puch'ii shall constantly meet with.— Uhiyligh- 
MWM, Mareh Sp. 

' There is a set of assertions in the Hurkaru 
newspaper of Tuesday, relating to the linan- 
vial condition of India, and the revenue 
uinfiagement of Bengal—(which being calou- 
lated to mislead) we think it worth while to 
observe on”. So, says the Enf/tithnan of 
Thursday: much obliged for tlie favour sa^' 
we. The whole scope of our observations, 
wrhiefa have drawn upon us these remarks, 
W'eutto this : that the revenue of Bengal had 
deceased, was deceasing, and would still fur* 
ther decrease ; for the truth of which propo¬ 
sition see a statement of the revenue realized 
in the lower provinces, published in our paper 
of March 3lst. We merely hinted at the 
detailsby wliiih the revenue is daily becom¬ 
ing more difficult to collect, and the conse¬ 
quence of which is a yearly defalcation, 
going on in almost geomctiicul progression, 
ih proof of which assertion see ilte statement 
Piibtisbed by us. In .1831, the revenue was 
twenty-three lakhs and a half in arrear for 
tftat year, tbqt is the assessment or demand, 
twenty4hree lakhs and a halC, tuore than 
revenue officers could col.leet; in 839 it 
VTM Ubirty-four lakhs in arrear, aud in 1830, 
431,^ IdM return, it appears that the revenue, 
dei^aqdpd it more than it is possible to collect 
hf tjtogtiafds.^of seventy lakhs of rupees. The, 
J^imyAM'wi.asits ug to partioularize-^e wants’ 
ft^st of .the varipits taloo^A, mouzal, &o., 
upop which ;lt.is,impossible t#, pplleet sever 
With, .this, .general rdhult bpfpi^ him,, 
'■'b^ wiii, weshni'l assttme, he oonteiil, without. 
.My. g^iaoatioe .bf ns. iiest, ltow«tw,.he 
should not, we Kave half a mind to fnraisb 


huoi wfthv three nr £n»r'ini)t»««es, 4 y« vstridus 
disti^ts #f Jiengs), of viatHl* inddAfos’'JnfReiii 
in nrrear at a ^ossly i»ade<{UHt«, $prju«v end 
of .a .partial cessation of «ulUva,ti,Uittrof these 
lands, end bought by Oovtgrneienlie oonse> 
quenoo. Tbe task is very easy ; .bet-in the 
mean time^ we will remind our oourteousnon* 
temporary, that from the very fact of there 
being no purchasers atbaif the Gover-nment 
sales for mrear.s of revetipe, .tlie presumptiao 
is, that the lands are in such a position, from 
the amount of arrears due upon them, that no 
One would bid against Government^ know* 
ing well, that Government would drive On 
the bid.iings, until some thing lik>< a pro^ 
luising bid wa.s made likely to cover the 
arrears; and the incoming tenant would, id 
consequence of the. large amount of purchase 
money paid to Government, be compelled to 
exact pra raid from the ryut; the conse 
quence of which is naturally tlie emigration 
of the ryuts and tlie incapacity of the new 
zemindar to cultivate, from out of all which 
arises a defalcation of revenue, which defal¬ 
cation is travelling onward.s in almost a 
geometrical ratio. This is, we think, a siif* 
Kcicnt an.swer to the observations of the 
Englhhman. He calls us a “ finanniaiist,” 
and “ a writer in the Hurkaru," We now 
give the Englishman due notice, it is not 
once, wor twice, nor half a dozen times, that 
we have passed over in silence this sort of 
impertinence. He chooses to scout all cour¬ 
tesy in his attentions to us. We know * this 
writer’ perfectly well, and liave tlic ln:st' 
authority, as to tiic period when he began to 
write in the Englishman. W.c bad lioped that 
he would have left it to his precious princi¬ 
pal to write the slang articles, if only upon 
the principle of tlie division of labour. We 
have waited very patiently since about Nn* 
veniber last, to see if be would come to bis 
senses; iinpunity'^apparently only makes him 
worse. That he sliouid make the Englishman 
trim to suit his ov;;.n ulteiiur views, «>« have' 
no possible objection to. That the English¬ 
man should abuse the black act, and sup* 
port an act auxiliary to it, is a matter of in¬ 
difference to us. That his paper should hare' 
all the beight of a demi-official Governnieut 
paper, wo perfectly acquiesce in ; but that 
“ this writer” should condescend to adofit the 
style, and even the vulgarisms of the editor 
of the Englishman, does, we confess, surprise* 
fus; there surely can be no necessity, ami' 
little nae in pursuing such a course; and ift 
this gentleman really Ontertain the wish of-^ 
making the Englishman a complete Govern-'" 
ment paper,' the' course he is now parsuiit|^'^ 
is only' calculated to defeat his owneeiff,' ' 
Were wrf to take the trouble to be angry and'' 
to strip this faeendierd, this doer of the 
itVAmen, of hiS incognito^ where would be, Ift,^ 
with the Oonrt of Directors’ tasfrarttofts, aN'^ 
to eivil servants writto^ in licwspaipierij' 
sta'ring'-iiim'idthe eyes,? 'We rtaliy venture}' 
to hope tttat anothbr eonrse may be adopted,'' 
and that common deoenojt may "ht* least be^ 
observed, supposing ^e.'tq be outOf" 

the qutstion.—Sehpaf 31;' 



rftf»VTC TO OIttAT BRJTAUf—IKOIAN REVEBTyE COLLEOTIOKB. 


! lA ii in eilerient fond Rliti to Mnnter, 
wiNMi fon cannot nrKne. It il i atiti itetier/ 
to cupplf ilic «rant of facts wlicrcwitb to re* 
fc«t objections to the troth of thinga stated 
by no attempt at stopping'fortber chnllenice 
by random personal allusion. The IfurAat'H 
nowapaper has so often tried thele tactics 
that the device is too stale to attract our no¬ 
tice, or induce us lo forego the consideration 
of the subject upon which they nave been 
now ozeroised. 

• 

In these times, when Oovernment is day by 
day giving more and mure publicity to its ants, 
when free accc'is is had to records, and re¬ 
porters aro allowed entrance to all courts and 
sittings, vague assertion, as to the proceedings 
and policy of our present rulers, and the con- 
sequenoea tlicrenf, is worse than ridiculous. 
A few years ago men might safely trust to 
tlieir iinaginutiun for their statemeius, and (ill 
column upon column with indetinite rliodo 
moniade as to excessive taxation, a denreas- 
itig revenue, an overwhelming remittance of 
tlirec millions for the sole use andbeneiitof 
a set of stock proprietors, or any other non¬ 
sense which it might please tliein to set forth 
iti rounded phrase, and tumid paragraphs. That 
sort of thing will not do now. It is well known 
to every one who reads a Caiculta newspaper 
that information upon the genetal principles 
of Indian revenue luatiagement and tiie im¬ 
mediate eoiiseqlienees therefrom accruing may 
be obtained at once from the fountain head 
at the expense of a very little trouble and a 
small pennyworth of observation. They lliere- 
fore deserve, not conjecture but facts, not 
theoretical deduction from theoretical pre- 
tuise.s, but practical observation upon ascer- 
t.iliied truths; not idle talk about oppression, 
but exposure of special oppressive aegs; not 
mention of “ the iiiouzhs,*' aiid“ <Ac villages,” 
uilusion lo a late event,” or dark hints at 
“ a corrupt uuilab,” hut names of places, dates* 
of occurrences, and specified declaration of 
where the knaves live, and who the rogues 
arp. Now we have rightly and justly, not for 
the first time nor the secon I, nor the third, 
shown up the Uarkaru newspaper (as we roust 
not say “the writer” in this newspaper, nor 
make mention of “ a finaneialist”) for filling 
its coliiiiins with groundless speculations 
u|>on the topics of the day, cither in themselves 
intrinsically idle, or else mischievous. In the 
present instance, we asked plainly for plain, 
l^oofof the truth of a set of assertions, and 
our request (made ou behalf of the public) 
hag not been complied with. The writer, who 
ia.an finaneialist, has darkly alluded to the 
ability of naming “ fkfoe or four" moucas or 
vMiftges.in snppori of what has ’betAi stated 
regarding the countless villages of Qengal, 
Uebar, and Orissa, and there the matter ends: 
apd he has furtier insfated upon a decrease in., 
reveone oolleeti<mspfi.eome seventy lakhseincei 
18M. tiasr a very iiUie refieotion 
would, have convinced moag men, that wMIe 
a..Qovernment continues.tp make immense re** 
mittances and to pay off 4«bta, to raduce its 
tases, and .Incregee Us «ftablisbm«al^^ its 


Revenues oainiotbe decreasing,and the seMstAff 
deficit of seventy lakhs should havo been e«a- 
rained before being insioted on as positive de¬ 
crease. The plain fact is, theamnontof land 
revenue collections is the same as it ever has 
been, but that, owing to the injurious experi¬ 
ment of overcharging the oolleotion with mb- 
gisterial dnties. the reaiiBatton of current eel- 
Icctfons has been impeded; consequently, more 
is nolleoted under the head “ balanee,” and 
less under the head “ current.” One who look# 
to hilt one side of the sheet sees a deficit, 
and here is the simple solution of this greit 
financial mare's neat. 

The Press of India is now fairly treated. It 
.should in turn tre|,t others fairly ; neither the 
reading public should be mystified, nor the 
state of tlio country misrepresented, beoanse 
people will not take tlie trouble to assore 
themselves of their ground before they mako 
their assertion.— EngUhttonH, April 1. 


In f^.itiirday’s paper we republished from 
the Hurkaru a weak and fonlish article, the 
last paragraph of which held nut something 
like a threat to tear away the incognito, which 
the writer supposes some one of the gentle¬ 
men contributing to theseOmIumns to be de- 
•sirmia of pre.serving with great strictness. Tho 
defeated and mortified writer assames that 
mauv nf the best articles which appears in the 
Englinkman are the work of a civilian, and ho 
vainly imagines that by indicating the gentle¬ 
man who gives so much tronble to the Hare- 
street confederacy, he will be enabled to 
bring him into disgrace with the Honorable 
Court and thus rid the Hurkaru of a potent 
foe. 

On the bitter malignity of such a menace a« 
this—on the helplessness of a writer who can 
find no better answer to the continual expo- 
sure.s of ills ignorance,—and on the exnuisite 
folly of the supposition that the annihilation 
of one writer in the Engti*kmaH would enable 
the Hurkaru to crow, unmolested, on the suni- 
mil of his own particular dunghill, it were 
needless to waste one word. We merely recur 
to the subject for the purpose nf exposing the 
emptiness of such threats, and of offering a 
few remarks upon the ennneotioD of the civil 
servibe with the Press generally. 

It seems that some thirteen or fourteen yeare 
ago, when the affairs of the Bombay Govern- 
uient were adininislerofi hy Mr. Elpliinstone, 
the judges of the Supreme Coutt eoAiplalaea 
that their proceedings were misrepresented 
by the newspapers of the slay, and they went 
the length of charging some members of tho 
civil service, high in office, wlm happened to 
he proprietors of the papers, with coontenano- 
ing and encouraging the editors in fheir impro¬ 
priety. To prevent a repetition of such ehaigef, 
the Court of Direotors came to the resolu¬ 
tion of prohibiting their servants from holdti^ 
shares in newspapers, or taking npon tbeiip- 
selves the editoml responsibilities. We 
not the order/Jiamediateiy to refer to, bnt 'yrhi ' 
lytlieve we have stated its purport eorreo^« 



TRIBUTE TO GREAT BRITAIN 

Aiid ihe IblloMffaiE' from t1i« evidonoe' 

frtT4»a lli«for« tli« House of Commons in 1832, 
eOiilRrit^'idfn that belief. The respondent is 
litv*t5bnrtWi t«ashinicton, formerly a Secretary 
th/HidSupreme Government. 

“ Q. Are not the civil servants of the Com¬ 
pany g'eneralty at present precluded from tak¬ 
ing any part in the press of India ? ^ 

A. They are debarred by the orders of the 
Cotirt of Directors from being prdprieiars or 
extort* 

Q. Is there any interdielion against their 
being wi'iters in periodical journals already 
eaUblishfd ? , 

A. No. f DO WOT THINK fr EXTEMDS TO THAT 

S. /. Eeid. Pubiie*‘ 

Thp elTeot of the order was to cause all the 
govcrument servants, who held shares in news¬ 
papers to dispose of them at a heavy loss, and 
from that time to (his it does not appear that 
any one of (hem has ventured again to be^uime 
a proprietor. But as regards writing for the 
press, the order' has, of course, been a com¬ 
plete dead letter, and the civil service on. this 
side of India e.specially, have never ceased, 
to adorn the papers with’'the fruits of their 
etperienoc and .thp offspring of their talent, 
l^e Bengal Hurharu has, ihdecd| been mo.st 
paytlcularly favored by the service, and we do 
not hesitate to say that .it owed a very large 
share of its-'evanescent pppularity to the cun- 
tributiops of tjiose gentlemen who rejoiced in 
thp signatures of Sebastian Muggins, I ndoi'hi- 
LUs, Albfrp^ Philalethks, the Friend of In¬ 
dia, Amicus Cuni*. &c., &c.'^ Why it turns 
abputnow, and attempts to,frighten the ser¬ 
vice by idle menaces to name one of their 
niemhers, and boid him up ns an object for the 
eeiisnrea of.the Honorable Court is easily ex¬ 
plained. The civilians, we suspect, iii utter 
disgust, have forsaken the paper. 

But though the Conrt of Directors have not 
thought proper formsliy to prohthil (lieir ser¬ 
vants wrUing for the Press, it cannot be de^ 
nied that some few men of talept eillier do in¬ 
terpret the order as strictly as the finaocia— 
list” in the J?wibiir«, or require some stivmger 
stiraolns for the exercise' of their ability than 
the mere salary whioh the proprietor of a paper 
maybe uble^'to afford them. We should be, 
Uierefore, glad to see the ortkir of the Court, 
useless and alisnrd as it has been proved inn 
praotiee, entirely reseiedad, for there oan be 
jrn. fair play for the Government in Us contests 
.vrith Gie.press, so long as a .single ■ person hav¬ 
ing the ability to wrlte^ and .po;sses.sed ofln- 
forihatfanC imagines himself muagled. Of this 
opiidiin was Mr. Wanlen, onde a member of 
oounoil atDninhay, and now a director, .Of 
this.opinion also was Mr. Sullivan, a member 
oldbp Madras Government. Those intelligent 
11 ^ haw that Ch«*^1atji»rdfetion in qwestioii 
iierely had itte etebi of aSsisHrfg ^Te propaga- 
vHfth Of efrbr .brifitglqg the itteasnrts of 

I *^#oyerhniepi Jp^lfeojlbinpt, and they seTtfratly 
ggpir'essed fhemselj^s hostile tofts ‘enirtftfti- 
Anoe even in Ihp'niediAhd forfn to wttoh are 
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have adverted." There appeani:,t^ffaya bir.Buto'-’ 
livan, in his letterlo Mr. Vitliers, the Seoeei^*' 
tary to the Board of Control, “ no^prantiosbisd*.^ 
vantage in prohibiting public servantsfiMur• 
having any oenoern with politieal jonrnal*; ' 
the rule can n^r beenfcrced a nd ought not lAcras>, 
foi'e -to haife been promulgated* * •, and again'**s’' 
the public eervawte would teem • to he the natuntht 
kunterpoiie to professed jouraalisls.” 

Mr. Warden, in his answer to the Gironlar-i 
of 18.32, sBvs, V By the policy we have pursued,; 
m prohibiting to the influential portion of so¬ 
ciety, the Compaug’a servanU, an intereet in its 
respectability, arid by abstaining from conoid 
liaiing the support of any public jonrnali' 
European or Native, to have rendered the 
press, if nut hostile, at least peiTeclIy indiffer-. 
ent to the support uf (he government.” Sir Joket. 
Malcolm wa.s of Ihe same opinion, and strong-i 
ly urged upon the attenlion of the Court of Di- 
renters the necessity for “that counteracting 
influence to the mischiefs arising from tlie ig¬ 
norance of newspaper press proprietors which 
the servant* of tlie Company could alone sup¬ 
ply.” Mr. Walden even went the length of 
suggesting (hat Government siionld have a pa¬ 
per of its own, conducted entirely by the civil 
servants, and we believe we are correct in 
sating that a high authority in this country, 
(we do not refer to his Lord.ship the Governor- 
General) is of the same opinion. 

Hence, it is reasonable to infer that any 
paltry attempts now made to frighten the 
civil servine from the slight conneoliori any 
one of ils mcinhers may he supposed to have, 
wilh'the Press, will, at all cveiii.s, meet with 
opposition in some respectalde quarters, 
even snpoo.sing the lapse of thirteen years, 
and rfij entire change which has takcii'placy. 
in the cireninstanres of the Indian Picss', 
to have worked no decided alteration in th^! 
temper of all the aulliorities concerned in 
the prohibition .so much reprobated. 

iB 

But, in the opinions we have quoted, we 
have merely regarded the civil s.-rviee, as a 
body nsefol.to the government in defending 
mea.sare8, which the ignorant or the interesu 
ed may^ gratuitously attack, and as entitled^ 
therefore, to the acknowledgments rather than 
the reprehension of their hoo'bie masters. 
Tills, however, is bnt a narrow view to taA« 
of the great importanee of Uie assistance rem- 
dered to the press hy the civil service. .W« 
consider that to thtjm, we are indebted for-A 
mass of information respecting the affatira of- 
the country,-for whioh we might vainly havs 
.sought in any other direettOD. ;To themrttlaiH' 
do we.owe the example which some of 
least, ale but too proud'to foiiow,of ohoosinff 
sulyeotsin which evegy.fndifn resident aHWh 
take an interest. . We.,,do not with to epefir 
disparagingiy of. those .membert of the lei^t 
profesflion ,who bate .Oeoqsioiigliy givep the 
Press the. beqeiit of tbair. talent*: two>of 
them ceddered opi fair serviea whileattaebed, 
to the , JEn^itsAmea. extohUghJiMPt, and havs^ 
been still moire usefnlte pe eMicethey leHdh 
to fallqw the (niis) fortaee* Iff a rival papei^ 
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bictiit. WMiid b«^aa InsnU to their understand- 
*ell (hoiBr tout their very limited ao> 
q^mirttirace with the affair* of thi* eoitnti) 
rMiiors then) eompetoitt' to' do jualtee lu the 
wiHitov of the lodiiin Pre**, and to the avidity 
for inforraatlufl which eharaoteriae* it*»up 
pprters. The day i* come for the* Pree* to 
lAtftorin some hii'iier oAice* than the merely re- 
priiitiog extracts from other journals, com- 
nientiii); upon the state of European poliiics, 
aad htiniiti^ a Icjtai quibble to earth. The 
reader* of papers want hnoie/edye*—kiiowledKe 
of the resources, the Ians, the eoniinerco, antfj 
thh usances of this country : and they look to 
thd Press to satisfy their want. The alteinpl 
therefore, of any journalist—(especially one 
whose ory for freedom ot opiniun was at one 
lime louder, if not iiiure effectual, than that of 
any of his brothien) to close up one of the 
most important avenues of information merely 
because it holds up wilful ijjiiuianee to pub- 
He scorn, is a fiieci- of absolute insanity, aod 
can have no other effect, if noticed fiirthei, 
than to Icful to the forinal abro»aiion of those 
orders wliich prevent the (Tovernnienl ser¬ 
vants from hccoiniii); proprietorsol journals, 
tlirou}tli whose medium, iriiih, and knowledge 
may be widely diffused, and cfinrlatitaerie and 
vulgarity elieclualiy put down. -JEuffiishman, 

April 4. 

• 

Tlie Englishman of Saturday last, informs 
ns, and his readers, “ that the uiiiuiint of land 
revenue collections, is the same as it ever 
Was; but that owiii;;; to the injurious expeii- 
thent of cliai'gin^ the collection with magis* 
teiial duties, the rcaliaatioii of the current 
collections has iieen impeded ; ouiisequetillv 
more is collected under the head balance, 
and less nnder the head current.’’ Tiiis so¬ 
lution of the diiliculty we do not pielend to 

tfndersiand. There is an apparent dehciennii ..-__, _ ___ 

in the Uon^al l■ollel;tiulls fur Iddj 3d of 75^osiipitlv the ordinary charges of Govertimeitt, 
lakhs of rupees; theie was a deiicieiicy in 
W29, of thiriy-foiir lakhs; and in I8il the 
dettciencywas iSlaklisandahalf. In ISidonly, 

were the collections overehar^uil willi imi-'the ore inscrutable-lo us! tiieap- 

gmlerial and police duties. This tgipears, | plication of which is, nevertiieieso, r«gulaced' 
aooordiiig to Mr. Paitle’s minute, to have!by a biaee of Acts of Parliameot, and the 
greased the profrressiun of th'e deticiencies ' inscrutability, such as it 1*4 eaists only in the 


^cers, and sto fortb,* published in IRM'diMli' 
1837, and oecording to the last report, «ir-' 
taiiii^ the collectiens are stated te be in urroW'. 
75 lakhs Of rupees. Aotmrdmg to the report' 
Ilf i83'i, the teriitorial deffeit for tiie pnBoMtd'r ' 
ing 15 years, ending in 1829, was upwdrdsof 
23,0tK),U09 sterling ; that is, apon a oonipUrt- 
son of the ordinary revenues and charts, 
there has been a deiieit ammiftiing ohliiw 
animal average, to about £130,009 sterling. 
The.resources out of this debcienoy was sot>* 
plied, were money received on loan in India, 
ill amount about 17 millions sterling, and 
latliei less than dtnillions arising outufoom- 
uieicial'proiits. Of the deficionoy, therefore, 
for the whole period, about one-fourth has 
been direetiy su|>tiltod by the commercial 
prulits, and nearly three-fourths by money bor¬ 
rowed. The increa;ie of debt in India, in 
1829, as compared with 1814, aiudnnted tq, 
10,335,754, and the inerense,of debt at home 
fur the same period, amounted to about three 
itiilliups sieiiiiig. Now wo will venture, in 
the teeth of our mentor, to speculate on this 
data. Taking liis own statement of the oollou- 
tioiisof Bengal to hecoriect, and that da/ancs, 
as be rails it, mu ms balance in hand, and not 
outstandiuy unrealized balance, we will assn me 
tiiat the territorial deficit Sniy continues to 
be now, what it was in 1829. The means of 
making up the deficiency are certainly ininiis 
the ooiunieruial prorUii; and we would there¬ 
fore a.'^k, out of what Ton'd the sum equivalent 
to the euoiinercial prbfit is to be realized ?— 
and then, supposing the answer about ten itori- 
ai and coiniiiercial assets to he, as ttsualiiisuch 
cases made, we should then beg the favour of a 
statement of particulars, aud whether the 
sums so obtained from other sources,—be 
they what they may,—can bd calou.ated to 
cqiitinuc during the ensuing ISyehrs, to pro- . 
duce the sum neoe.ssary, to iiiake up, togetliei 
with the territorial revenue, a sum sufficient 


to liqiiidalo the debt in India, Vo bear the 
annual reiniiianiie of tliiee millions to Eng¬ 
land, for the purposes which, aooording to 


iJt the colleciioii ; but still, it does appear 
clear, that the i-olleetions were, previous to 
1829, subject lo an annual deficit. Our polite 
BKmitor of the Ent/lishman, appears lo say, 
that there is no actual deficit at all. We'of 
donrse arc quite willing to recognize Iho fact, 
wtoting as it does, upon such high authority ; 
"•f* w«'*hould be still more highly impressed 
with a sense of gratitude to our infuriiidiit, if 
aw wonldcondesoendlobe a little muro expla- 
“^^y- He has no doubt all the' detajls abd 
mbunt s neoCssary to make the matter clear at 
Anang^r sends, (we mean this .tilerailyj and 
we wish to goodness Sire would strecli out his 
^ods, and dole out to us tbminformation ho 
f*y* vtavtd so mudh' fli' oT We 
mve no means of astreifalnittg the ira(|, ©f 
tftene matters, otherwise than by refetTlpg to 
adpnxti of oennahtoes, mitBttos 'bf tetbnae 


vile'law phraseology, in whiub the application 
of these monies is directed. When uur men¬ 
tor shall have answered this question, which 
vwe admit to be rather eomprebensivo, w« 
should wish to take him back once more to 
the deficiency in the collections of levenne in 
Bengal; and having got him to this poiut, 
we would request of him, to explain the fol¬ 
lowing paragtaph in the'minute of Mr, Pat- 
tie, published by us on the 2l8t of Marsh 
last:— * 

3. Witharespect to tlis laauatly ineresting unrea¬ 
lized balance, it. appear, that the curieateollectiiD^ 
upoq the • aaipe bhl ffenpind or jumina, srs bstyi^m!B 
thirty orloity lakhs hmthan heretofore ; and, sjth^i^ 
tire .btikya aollecfionf have intieased necessarily '.wiih 
the, balance overdue, the increase does not quite 
rewond with the amount of balance ; so mueb so, 

Wise, ifiitl in the total sum anbnally'realizdtf, them isa 





'iM«i»;i#!Mi]|($#|lt^ tm tvkfM {fei -tM' toKeGtioln of 
«itii tltoM <tf 182^-88. Thi* i* 
t 0 my Wlure of crops«r tewjwwry oi 
vfMaw,' f»f, in the ywts 1834-36, ell 

p«i 9 fnvotirabte, end, etjll moiew), in 1835-30. 
...m.wMrear preceding, vi*., 1833-34, when there ww a 
|>arnal fnilurc, the ile6cit was more reraarkahln, lieiog 
U|>trg^ of nineteen iakhs. 

‘ .Tlie sMtemeot annexed, auiiioiently shews, that the 
.Mvenueia not so puacieaily paid or so regularly realized 
untl^r the system of commissioners and collectors, 
having judicial and police duties, as well as fiscal to 
jMricirht, as it was under the system in force, prior to 
1829-1^. The outstanding balances of the hhl demand 
amounted at the close of I828>'j9 only to 35,19,603, 
whilst at the close of 1834-36, the outstanding balan- 
«es of the hid demand for that year amounted to 
95,88,620 being 40,68,917 id-excess of the balances 
Mitatanding at the close of 1828-89. 

Via. flsi Xtemsnil Current or Hal Bsianeea of Uul' 

Collections. Demand. 
1838-29. .301,25,318. .266,05,715... .38.19.603 
1834-35 ..301,64,962 .2-25.76,442.... 75,88,520 
Excess of Balances of 1828-29- , 

This we, of course, attach the greatest im- 

S ortance to, in as much as Bengal pays for 
[adras and Bombay, and pays the three 
'millions remittance to boot. In Bengal, the 
{Surplus revenuedias, for the 15 years, ending 
•in 1629. amounted to about £1,691,635 ster¬ 
ling. The annual deficit at Madras, for the 
same period, has been £205,(^5 sterling, and 
at Bombay £1,061,595 eterling; so that, sup 
posing the revenue in excess in Bengal, to 
continue much the same, which we very much 
doubt,^iiere would remain a very trifling snm 
to go towards the three millions sterling of 
remiltaiioe, after paying the deficits at Ma¬ 
dras and Bombay; and supposing even the sys- 
,tem of retrenchment tobave been canieJ into 
effect, to a great extent, still there is a very 
large sum neces-oary to make up this tribute 
or remittance of three millions. From whnt 
■purees is it derived ? This is another qiies-'' 
lion we put to our mentor. We are aware j 
(he increase of (he opium profits have ope¬ 
rated very favorably for the last few years, 
yind certain dillicuUies have probably been 
greatly alleviated thereby. The Eaglithman 
tells us, that no deficiencies in the ooller- 
tlona do, in point of fact, exist. We me not 
satisfied, by any means, that this a.ssertion is 
any other, than erroneous. We have stated 
our notions on the subject, and on the cnu.<e 
'of a decrease in the collections. We have 
liotapeoifled the talooks thrown out of cul¬ 
tivation by the system : we stated we had a 
tnindto furnish our contemporary, with in- 
ftaooes of three or four in various distriots, 
iap«n this he puts his own interpretation, and 
pasamet. that we know only the names of one 
taloofc, oi}e or two moueas, and a village or 
bo: this is either a misunderstanding, or the 
<we don't mean the nprsoo who 
niiBself the Editor and Proprietor) is 
digllicenaoaa. W» eneant to give oureotem- 
iwi^y the nnntes ef some ^if deseit talooks, 
’^ifotne half doswn district, the half donen 
saniples ^eing hid# a doien if not of a 
rget nainber, ;io e«cb .respective dittrtet j 


and' drhterN' -if#' ilifowa ehiiei-.'>riniilife%'«t 
pairBaliy, chi* pf ’ oolilmiKiMt 4l«f %»- 
/«lw. TheJiodN* '9«»u4d‘;«ot, bwwe^rdr, ttlwe 
oar argdmeftt'hironger- Tltv 
pekrs to uphold the hykteoi. Eet us now.HM 
what Mr. Holt Mockenaia says of the system 
generally, and with these extraeUb we must 
for the present close our remarks :— 

We have anfiirtanatdy acted on ao opposite principje 
interfering in almost every thiog, ntiglertiiig popular tn- 
stitntions where they esUt, and never attempting to 
^create them where wauling. We have (rusted tbTaws 
as a check upon subordinate officers which have ope¬ 
rated almost exclusively as shackles upon the conirbl- 
li ng authorities, or occasions of fraud to tJie few ainoQg 
the community who knew of them. 

" No time should be lost in correcting this error : 
we should especially use every endeavour to revive and 
maintan the system of village or pari«b government, 
(to prevent abuse by the head men, when placed on a 
proper fooUng, will not apparently be difficnit,) and we 
should gradually extend the pr nriple by tite use of otiior 
local associations of a wider sphere and higher fuBctioa. 
We may thus, with a true economy, infinitely facilitate 
the sdmini-tration of affairs, prove ourselves great bena- 
factois to the country, and possibily, with moderation 
in our taxes, secure the attachment of the people, and 
so remove one great cause of our military expenditure. 

'* 1 n using the words ' moderaboo in our taxes,’ I 
must explain, that where the contract system prevails, 
the me-e lightnessB of the Government deinan-l will go 
tor little towards securing atiachment orpioducing liap- 
piness, unless we protect tlie great body of the comniu- 
iiily from our revenue officers and engagers, and from 
our police, in several districts are to be lound com¬ 
bined the mast extravagant sacrifices of the public le- 
venue with most glaring violations of private rights, 
from our unhappy ignorance, and the influence of cor¬ 
ruption, it frequently happens, that where the govern¬ 
ment dues have been most extensively relinquished, 
there the body of the people are must oppressed aod 
wretched. Nor, though exaction is under our own, as 
under all native governments, the grand evil to be oared, 
must we coufine our views to that object: our whole 
system of law and the mode of its adniinis'.r.iiion requires 
to be carefully revised, with a full advertence to the f«el- 
ings and circumstancevfol the people, and eveiy possinie 
means should be taken of ascertaining what they desire, 
and feel and think, before laws are passed sffeciing their 
interests. From the want o) such precautions, and 
from too much and too hasty legislation, several of uer 
laws, wlAch are in appeaiance calculated to secure tbe 
rights of the people, have in their application, without 
due knowledge, to countries of vast extent, and to persons 
8tan.ling in a great variety of social relations, been per¬ 
verted to the destruction of their dearest properties aod 
privileges; the mischief of a bad law going infinitely 
beyond the tyranny of iiidividuaU, the woist of whom 
aie likely to be in some degiee checked byebamoi or 
remorse or fear. 

*' On this side the Jumna quite a diffbrent state e( 
things presents itself; foi' there the omlah are comf^ra- 
tively evtry thing, the English gentlemen little, the peo¬ 
ple noOiing. Begulations are enforced and (brmt'.<rt>- 
served, but-no one can say with what practical rSstilt. 
'fbereal is constantly quite opposite to the eppamt 
result} mafty thousand villqges were alienated uuMr ktl 
the modea-of fraud and folly Mt ferth in the let Regn- 
Isiiou of 1821 i aod large communities sold, as if they 
had been*''cattle, foi'‘the default of their directors; ao 
one, from government downwards, being able to say pro- 
cisely what was sold. A strange, arbitrary and onremte- 
able fores being given to ffis men record at setdemo^ 
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• u^bafeMiiAigaortiict. tin r«v«8ttaanlboritie»lMl<l| 

Ut«inK4*<» txmnd. ^ ilieir own «ct*te maiimia maa uf 
,ciiimv .|»{wr a* renten, while tin courts frequtnUjl 
neAHCcI to ioterfere« on the grounil, that aul^poiieisioO' 
were di»tutti«<l there was nu judicial cojsqizaucojtboiigh 
eiclusioQ from the Government enga^emeat might rott 
the possessor of all the profits that gives land a monejr 
valhe. Instead of taking the people aa Ihey etisicd, we 
forced them into all' incoagruons (todibns to meet in¬ 
applicable laws; and their properties were necessarily 
thrown into a state of imlesctibable confusion, from a 
system of revenue managemenr conducted without ju¬ 
dicial investigation, and of judicial slecision without 
revenue knowledge. Every zillah, con«quenily, pre¬ 
sents a great number of wrongs, whicji every one 
sees ought to be redressed, but for which the most 
skilful regulationist can scarcely tell the injured in 
what shape they are to seek ledress; and the people are 
bewildered amnUt the various opinions and principles of 
the piililic orticers. We aie every where met by people 
eoraplaining of the autliorities set over them, and the 
authorities complaining of the people. The longer we 
have hud the distiicts, tlie more apparently ilu lying and 
li'igation prevail; the loure are morals vitiated ; the 
more are rigliU involved in doubt; the more are the 
foundation-, of society shaken; the moie has the work 
of civil goveininent Iwcoiiio a hopeless, thankless toil, 
una.itislactory as to its immediate results, hopeless as to 
its future effects. With this iinpiession of our past mn- 
nagenient 1 cannot, I confess, be vury scrupulous in ad¬ 
vocating change, though far Iroro urging precipitate 
change; and the main piiuciple of the change to he 
adopted clearly must he the admission of natives tn a 
much huger share of the civil governmeiil, and fhe prac¬ 
tical adoption of the often-avowed maxim, that ihe pio- 
per purpose of Eurupeau agency is general direciinii, 
check anil control, not the executive ministration of de¬ 
tails.''—/furfcuru, Api U 4. 

Oar editorial noliimiis of Tuesday contain¬ 
ed some speculations upon the niiscliief aris¬ 
ing from that specie-s of tiliiid leading blind, 
exhibited in the di.squisitiuiis of “ public 
iiislriictors'' upon matlers of im^ortatiee 
whereon they are not qualified to give an opi¬ 
nion. The Uurkaru of that day happily il¬ 
lustrated our pu.sition by a practical example 
of the evil descanted off. It appeared in a 
further Hurkarean article on revenue and 
finance,—a pruductinn which put as in mind 
of the Scotch Mechanic's definition of ine- 
taphysicai discii.ssion : meiaphtM^sics, ye 

kea, is just whan ae man talks about what he 
disiia u'nnerstauo, to anither wlia disiia iin- 
ner.staun, him." Our oonteinporary’s objec¬ 
tions are veiled under a in(idc.st garb of de¬ 
sire for instruction, and elucidation on points 
of Indian finance, which enlightenment lie* 
pays US the compliment of suppotting wocan 
afford, observing at the same time that, hav¬ 
ing tmly Government reports, and the minntes 
of Government functionaries to go upon, he is 
'at a loss to know how conclusions, ot^er than 
his own, can be derived from statements 
therein found. We have but tlie same doou 
meats, and yet our eouclusious are very dif¬ 
ferent; but asthe^ld saw hath it, •• there 
«re two ways of reading a book, and one is 
.'ttjrside down." . , 

, , Our aootemporary takas for his text (he 
aaidanstion given by ns of the allodged de- 
rAoioncy in the Bengal revanna ooileetions, 


Urn ‘(he hfod dnnysat. This soiatMi^ 
eayaettr«(»utempeirary,./t .we do not pratet^ 
to undnratanth" It ds a pit), as the holit. 
comprehensioii has iotluood an imfortunata 
exposure of its cause in an attempt ta provh 
the suliitiuii incomprehensihlo ; now the Ollal- 
ler is plainly thiswise . let 7 be the Uiingto 
be colleciod under the two Iteiids, C. and B.; 
if o he taken on O. and I on B. this year, 
and 5 be taken on C and 2 on B. next year, 
there is a comparative deficit in C. but no 
deficit in collection. Call C. and B. our- 
rent and balance (4af and bakga) and 7 the 
Bengal revenue, and extend the increase and 
liiininiitiun, till the unit be traiisfeired to C. 
from II., - still thote is no deficit. Our oon- 
teiiipiirary talks of *' the progression of defi¬ 
ciencies ill the eollections.'' Now begging 
him to lay aside his figures, (which obfiiscaie 
him considerahlv) lei him consult bis ooin- 
iiion SUII.VO upon the following sipiple propo¬ 
sition. Is it possible for progressive decrease 
of piiblic debt to be co-existent with pro¬ 
gressive decrease in public revenue T But, 
says our oonicinporary, oonimnn sense is no 
iiuthoiity, and Mr. James Hattie, senior ineni- 
ber of the Board of Revenue, is an authority, 
and therefore will we eechew sense, anti 
cleave to Hattie. This unfortunate determi • 
nation reduces ns to the necessity of going 
into the detail of our financialist's nhjections, 
and of weighing the validity of the assertions 
they are founded on. 

The gist of otir contemporary's very loose 
and heavy article seems to be,— * 

1st. That he cannot nnderstand how 7 
(collected under two lieaiLs)—is 7 (collected 
under one head.) The loss on the one, which 
is gain on the other, he chouses to look on 
iit a loss positive, and this positive loss, says 
he, lias been progressively increasing since 
the year 1K2U-1, or earlier. The cause then 
itauiiiji be the magistrate-collector system 
luring the year preceding 1828. This is 
very evident, and though the subject de¬ 
mands a separate article, let us pause to as¬ 
sign three principle causes of the decrease fn 
the h&f i. e, present, (or current for the year 
as we should say) collections prior to the 
date last above named. These are, 1. The 
gradual subdivision of properties ? The 
increased duties of the collector, thereby ao- 
cruing, whence it arose that current business 
was much added to at the very time when a 
more vigilant and active government gave 
him new work, and also compelled him lo 
examine into, and clear off the arrears leR by 
his predecessors, d. The operation of clause 
3, Sec. Ill. Reg XI, ef which forbade 
the exercise of the sole coercive process of 
revenue collection (mU of land*) in the case 
of estates under what is called Butmtrra, a 
process of separation and allotment. NeW 
the extent of snhdivision of propeny tn 

land during the qjsst eighteen years, our coik- 
temporary oatinot of Course have any id«a . 
of; we must refer him for iuforniiatinn t« 
-native.friends^ The aseumniatioa of arrei^ 



TRIBjpTf TO GHBAT BHlTAtSf- 

of i%.tli«.rev4!nu« de 4 >.art«Meni Utirinif 

Uii# •ad*ei\4H5fi«J of lUo ^i*'****) 

«onti 9 idles of from Uio fai't{w|ii«hwc 
l|see on KooU siJlliorji>) iliai balaimes acc.ru 
in^.WforB ihe permiiMent si'ttlcinoiit aie «nl» 
m^w U^mtc examineil and wrilten off. Tiu* 
«tf»(U cif lilt! liiw above eited (rroently repeal¬ 
ed} be may onm eive, wbentwe»tj>tivelakli»of 
revenue weie under it ,d.uiiu;; tne paet yeara 
of .l3:td-:36 in the predieaiiieiit of initniinily 
from realisation, ‘f heae fao.s, witroh vio liave 
bt-eii at the trouble of aaeertninin^ fur 
the enliicbteninent of our oonieiaporaiy, vvi ll 
g.lve iiiiii a isuueeplioti of huiiic of the main 
stttfifl Oil current revenue . cullections. Ue 
obeervea. 

2dly, That whereas for the fifteen years pre- 
wdiiift 18-29, d< li<-it of funds to inei-t expendi- 
ihre was 28 million slcrliiii; on the .terriloiial 
account, one-fourth of which was met by 
eiHHUiercial rceeipt.s and the reinaio'ler by 
monies borrowed, and -wbi-reas it is assnni 
cd.tbeic is a Uefieit in B.'iigul levemieie 
ceipts (treater at the clo.se of tho.se fif¬ 
teen yeais than at the cummenvement. and 
still existioit if not increasing - how, witli- 
'Ont commercial receipts, will India meet 
her expenditure for the eighteen years siib.Mi- 
qiient to 18-2U?,T1 iih is (we believe) what our 
Oontjcmporary means to say; it is a bold dash 
fcmii Bengal lovenue into the marem<i(jnam of 
Indian Finanm-, and made with the usual 
hardihood of ignoiance winch distinguishes 
Oiir finaneiiilist. VVe will follow him in the 
evoeiitricity of his .stateinents for the purpose 
ol showing, even tohini.self, the foolisli fallacy 
of his position. Within the fifieen ye n s prc- 
ceding 18-29, say fioni 14 to *29, the Biitisli 
Government was engaged in closing the 
Ohoorka war, in the Piiidaiee wa>, in the 
Burmese war, and in the expensive lioslit; 
ties with Biiuitporc. Now as the Bniniese 
war alone oust ns ten inilltoii of debt, tin- 
finaneialist will not bo disinclined to allow 
the remaining tliirteen millions of his defi. ii to 
the account of our other warfares. A great 
portion of the debt incurred on these accounts 
has been paid, and we venture to suggest that 
similar wars must break out within the next 
eighteen years to occasion any thing like a 
similar deficit. The finaneialist has niade the 
slight mistake of confounding extraordinary 
expenditure with extraordinary loss on 
receipts. Hefinds a deficit, and under the one 
idea of decrease in Bengal revenue, he as' 
cribes the effects of political convulsions t>i 
financial causes. But if, witbont cotmnercia) 
y-eooipts, the debt so caused hn* been greatly 
diliiinisheiV in the years immediately sncceed- 
i ^ g 183W it strikes us that this small faei 
^ves th^c ability or*^lndia, not only to^ meet 
herpJuM«'s, but to clear her debt within the 
years, which, according to the 
bankrupt. ^ 

jiJtliit, says ■otir contemporary, the evidence 
Jp^nae sbalJ not convince ps that there is 
|pt a decrease in Bengal brenne; the pay- 
ifeint of deht^ the reduction of taxes is no- 
iStag to ns, we-will receive out capital vested 
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in the fipor cent, with one liand« 4 ind,toimh 
our hale .of untrausii diiiied, . oottoii with 
the other* and yet we will insist uponi.t, . 
veriimcnt ,is galloping to bankruptcy, Wby ? 
Because. 

3dly. The senior member of the Boar^ o!f ^ 
iluvenoie says there is " a deficit of ten lakh$,, 
in the revenue of l831-3o, eumpaied With.. 
1822-28.” Alas, that be should say so, .f»r. 
U'lards have erred, and members bavt; mis'- 
caluulated. As our finaneialist bas taken upl' 
j'ronn'f fichind the senior nieihber, the pubUn^ 
mnsi be disabused at tlie . expense of a ffaw^ 
expoiiod in nlficiakas well as editoiial finance . 
We honestly believe that an utiiccr of Mr. 
Battle'.s Jung sorvieu could not have been., 
mi.sicd into the errors we shall presently ex-, 
pose, were it nut that like men of ancient dats 
in ail situations he, “ laudator tempnrii acti”,, 
vvas insensibly aclnaied by a liilinns itching 
to ilcpreciato modern systems. He takes the 
one must productive revenue year in ihu 
jvtiute sixteen, fioni I829--21 to I835 36, viz. 
18-27 -28, wherewilli to eunipaie the ilev-ited 
year 1831 3o; the true way would of courso 
have been to .strike tlie average for eoinpari-. 
son ; hut let that puss. Tiio cnlleetioiis of 
i8313oweie undeniably slioiI, but compared 
with Ollier years tliaii I827--J8 (years of the 
guud i^ld limes too) we find them sliurt only by 
such sums as. 

Rupees l,%),6-28 sliort of 1820--21 
Rupees 1,38,188 do. — 1823-24 
Rupees 1,08,13-2 do. — 18-23-26 

wliioli will .strike even sneli a finaneialist as 
onr CO eniporaiy as adefioit of not quite “ ten 
lakhs, Tlie iiiiscliie'f of the deficit of I834':ia 
vviis, says Mr, Panic, iliat it i» not usrribabU io 
atDj failure of emits, or temjtorars’ or local causes, 
for in the year 1831-33 all circumstances were 
fauourahle '’ Ala.s, alas, that he sliouid say. 
so! The records of lii.s office say otlierwiscj 
for it appears tha^ in tliatyeai titc remisstont 
of revenue in Midnapore and Cuttack on ac¬ 
count of calamities of season were rupees 
-2,<i9,230, and tlie susitensions nf revenue in the 
same districts and nidgcllee (equally aHeot- 
iiig the* appearance of the accuunts) rupees 
1,70,778, making a total of rupees 7,30,028. 
Blit this not all; drought and iiiundatiwir 
did their worst in Buhar and elsewhere 
towards reducing the cullections of this 
unluckly year to none of which Mr. Pattlh,- 
or the Harkaru, refer. Now wo are quite’ 
ready to pass these by also, for by simply 
adding the amount of suspeusion and remmion 
ill these three districts to the nmounlof Beh^ 
gel revenue actually realized in spite of all 
difficnllies, (Rupees ‘ 2,90,03,90.3} during 
1834-33, we find the total exceeds the grols 
colleccion.s of iaS)-2l, 1821-22. 1822-23, 1828* 
24,1825 26, and '18-26 27! And yet, says'Mr; 
Pattle, and echoes the Slurkm'u, the loss d'as 
not aseribablo to any failure of erope,mr 
temporapy, or local causes. But we have n^ 
done yet. .“ Circnmxtqn,ces,*’ says Mr. PatUe, 
“ wore still mpre. favonrable iq 1835 h 36I,^’' 
than in 1834 35 (i I!) to the realigation ^ 



TRIBUTE TO GREAT BftlTAlN—INOIAK REtEN UE COLLECTIONS.* 

f#*iBWue.* Lflt ns »«« how far thin i« iroe fSnoiftiHy di**oai4ti*d ;«fry l>roof of theae wttif*'! 

who know any thins whatsoever ni mitiesin the Be«s>ti anti Bclmr provinoea w6 
laMil'revenrte eolloclious do riot foqfnro to ho 'diHlIensed him to adduce. This conrAh 
told that on accoaot of oalainitles has not hoew answered by show faot in 

of season are senerally realized l>y iiistal- ooroboration of assertion,-but by way of reply 
monls. We find, having taken some trouble (it- is reailv hardly nredibile) an opinion b-n 
to enquire on all sides into the matter, that thel“ the itftiem" in Bengal and Behar is cited i« 
potsibilitff "f effecting eolleolions on account U qmtationfram n mintHe by Mir. Holt 
of past'years' in ls:i5-3fi was affected to the 1 zie og, ikerevuiie miznutmgement of the WiutiM 
extent of rupees 1:1,71,‘297 by the indulgences' Provinces! That any one with the worda 
gra.ited toland liolilers in the 24 Pergunnahs, “ on this aide of the jnmna before him.irt tfio 
Hooglily, Midnapore, and elsesvliere under body ol thb minute, conld have quoted it aahp- 
Ihe head SHspeosim. With this fact before us,'l plicahle to Bengal and Behnr, or“ yetwreffy'-^to 
we yet find that thecolleclions of IK:15 ti8 ex- use our eoiueinporary's expression) us equally 
ceed tliose of nine out of the preceding fifieen applicable, in any way, to provinnes under 
years. They amount to rnp 'es 2 .i)!),l 8 .:'ii 9 , a revenue management totally difleiing in the 
of-nearly five lakhs more then liiose of 1820 21. one, and in the other, leads ns to conclude, 
182ff-24. and l82i>-‘.'6. Mr. PaUle’s test year, either that the fiiiancialisi is so little of a geo- 
1827-28, the highest of the series of sixleen in giapher as not to know what the Jumna is, or 
amount of collections (rupees 3,00.6i>,80‘l) Hint he has taken the extract at a hit or mis¬ 
gives very Ijitle more than four lakhs out of venture for the look of the thing in llie first 
three liundrcd in excess of them,and hr add- instance because there was somothi-ng in it 
ins'the sum in suspension above notcil to about “ Omlah” in the second, and lastly, bW- 
Ihii amount nclually realised in 181.^ ;>6, ac ■ aiise f'.ic minute being by Mr. Holt Mackeneie 
have an excess over the highest year of the »»m*< he woiili soinetliing ns aiithorily. This 
term. Mr. Pattle’s pet 1827-28, of more than unlucky quotation has pul the final stroke to 
nine lakh<. D les this look like a breakdown? our couleiupnrciry'.s aiiliiority on matters of 
Does this look like baiikriiptey ? Dies this finanoe ami reveniio management. Wo have 
look like an utter smash in the course of the said wc will expose all aMent|>ts to misti-fy 
next eighteen years? The falal bias towa ds mid mislead the puMic, in any matters made 
case m-tking has misicil the astute and pftictis- the subject of idle misiepreseiitalion by the 
cd inlellect of the senior mcinherof the Board Hurkaru or any otlier paper, in order to fill a 
«)f Revenue and the unpractised Harhn>u has '•oliiuin. The press of India should lie insb- 
tollowed, and has fallen with him. This has t-d into utility, if it will not of itselfbe oiie- 
all arisen from the folly of writingyiinci/aril- I’ul, and the first thing to he done is to pift 
cles ; our contemporary liaving maiieassertions down the propagation of error and patpabl-e 
be eonld not prove, was led to inedrile misstatement That in so far as in us lies, 
witli matters he e.onid not understand, tlic w ill we do. 
result has lioen, liy his own persistency, Ills 

own exposuie, and that of others. Oa the snbjeot of the quotation from Mr, 

• Holt Mackenzie s minute above alluded to, 

4tlilv. After liliindering aboot Bengal re- wb will enter in a future article.—-fAgfuAmati, 
^ycniie, our contemporary gets hack to the April 6. 

great ocean of Indian finance, and inconti-d _ 

nently endeavoreth to jtick up shells on " 

the sliorc tlicreof. How, says he, stilt assum- The EnyKshnatH of Thursday, has a long 
ing his deficit of receipts, will Bengal pay and apparently laboured artieje, in answer to 
fwr Madras and Bombay, as she did in 1829, certain queries and propositions pot forward 
and make remittances too? The question is by ns, on the siihject of the Revtsiiubs of BeA- 
easiiv answered ; Bengal, (or rather*Bengal gal, and Indian Finance. The'article in quofi- 
add Agra) will not liave to pay as in 1829, tion, championizes Government, and there is 
seeing that Madras now pays her own ex- no attempt made to deny that snch is its real 
peuses, and Bombay draws annually only 18 scope and object. It is in addition to this 
lakhs from this presidency, and Agra instead feature, which the Enylishman htm of \tilt »a 
of, as in 1829, a crore. Is the finaoeiaiist ,constantiy, nay invariably, exhibited, retnark- 
satisfied yet against fear of bankruptcy? fable ^or two things, first, that all its statn- 
'' . , ments are assertions of the writer, resting on 

- dthly. Now comes the crowning statement his authority purely, and derived from en- 
of oar contemporary 8 article, his dennneia- quiries made by him “ on all sides," as he 
tloii'pf Aometliin^ which fiftlls tells tis; and sec6ndljr, it remarkable for 

backed by a qaotatmn of an opinion of Mr t|iat at'yle pleasantly ntid flippantly vKuper* 

Hpit Mackenzie s. We believe him to allodCy ative, in wltich he exhibits a fi^reat^deal of aii- 
onr.to mean to aUiide« ^ the sale system in the sumption, and a fireal deal of self-siiffloieocy, 
ncrmanently settled .flistriots in default of ^vlch a di^sh of epifl^irt, and a smHrtness eba* 
Iwd revenue payments, upon the enormities racleristic,-and ^hfeb did readers ofM#n 
Which be, in a former article, loosely and three or roar yeatW .iMairding, may reoogiHnn 

. . —-- —isu -_S__ btving erew^Ie adornpd Ihe 

If Mr. Pdttie caleutsteii da ilie ^tfmete for 1835-86 * Mofusil ooteiftporary. Revolving -yr^ 
ie'ittxidai sffort te prove a-decrecsdjwe hiiVe acthiag to However, somewhat slibiRied tbeywppd 
vdu^hthst. The above if eorrset; wrwnf his ettpreseions, and the pttBgmey.'4W 
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bjr «d<fitlK the arrmn-t dM«;liitt'reiiRlt.fed 
pro ttikpot^, ihe itinoiinl U nitu'UMkt mit're^n 
1836, than in 18*26!'This iii rather‘an,lff(th 
way of reaeoninuf. it appenrn to itn. ii 
iriie, eavs thin writier, that 1 In 1836 have coU 
lected and pPt into my pheket 4 lak'lik; Iom 
than yon ponketted in i827>28, but tf 1 had eot 
ever ao mn h more, whieh I have not kof, 

I ahonlrl hnvo 0 lakhs more than Uai4‘3n 
>828. So mneii for this part of hu'arjitfiii^ht, 
which we hope we have not misreprefarnthd, 
and which, he it observed, depends entirely 
nipon statements made hy himself, and with* 
out a referen.-e to his authm iites. 

Another point made by the i^eyfir&niaa in, 


elaidily anallffnity*he diseased 

feeHnjt is,' hh^eiier, not, yet quite eatinot,-it 
has been iroaaplhnted fVom the opper provln- 
•«aa- th Chlhatia, a sort of Palee plaKoe, aith 
taideW tee especially shall he borod, foi some 
thjneto eoroe. We said on Wednesday that 
#e ha'd done with the auhjoct, we sbult there¬ 
fore nni pay any further attention to the tone 
.of tiio remarks of the crack (as thev say at 
Doncaster of the fa.Teurite) of.tlte EoffUetimnn. 

• 0«r iresition was and is,—for wn aee-noihina 
taoftibio in >the heap of accounts befqre ns to 
. Indaco as to alter it,—that the rosonrces of 
, the country were insiilhcient to support with- 
ont serious eonseqncnces, the annual drain of 

Ihfeemillions; and that we believed the tteve-. _ _ 

one of DeuKal, realiaed* in the collections, j that the subdiusion of the Jand-s lias boon hi- 
WBS onllie itecrea.ae. The writer in the Fn^r-1 creased to an extent of which it is impossible 
hthman says, in answer to this, ihattheroi8M"r po«>r ns, to form any notion; and thht 
n« decrease in the eolleclions, hot an ineieasp!cf#>i#e^tt«a</y such butwarra lands, conid not'he 
lo the amounts of 8 lakhs of rupees in the year i/—and that eonsequentlti revenue could not 
1833-36, over the year I82/-28 ; and that,.he realized I We are here oldi<red to call at- 
moreover, the senior in'emher of the Siidder' lentioii to the fact as stated by our contem- 
-Board for the Lower Provinces, whoVssens porary. Hecalleduponnsitirorinerartirl.es, 
the contrary, knows nothing of the nf-tUri ! to give him the names of talonks sold for juip- 
This, it must he allowed, is a snlftriently j in arrear, and subsequently ihiown out.of 
modest assertion from this, gentleman, who cullivntion ; we answeicd llini the fact was 
'inily may bo called Ihomme qni *e batt. at »e nntorwus Ihroiighout Bengal, and we might 
coRfciV/e; age and ext'ciiwice have no weighi have added that this very regulation, about 
wiUi him, Ae looks to/(irct* / ond upon a state ‘hutwarra land.s, was a proof of thecircuin- 
ment which he says cornea out of Mr. Pottle’s >tonut, such lands heing excepted from the 
own office, he contradicts the stalement.f made general law, in conscqiietice of tlieir belong- 
by Mr. Pattle himself, upon those very re-jingto infants. But to return. Wc do not 
turns. The question is, whieli of the two is see whv Hindu proprietors should have died 
most likely to be right: we, without p-.-onoii no- in greater numbers, or why their children and 
{ng for, Mr. Pattle, de not be.sitate to slate| representatives should have come to pnrtitiom 
.that our official antagonist is Mvoni/, and that;Hnd division of their respective inheritaiicea ; 
too Upon his own .shewing^- Be says that the I that is, we do not see why tliere should haye 
eolleqtions of 1833-36 were, by adding the ' been more instance.s of lands under Autwarru, 
.fUtn in tuspemiion iothe amount, P lakhs more during the last 6 or 7 years than previously ; 
.than the collections of 18-27-28. What does nnd wg should like to have the fact well-e.sU- 
be mean hy suspeosiun? Why ontstandibg hlished, before we admit our conteinporaty’s 
balances of revenue due, and nncoliected, the argument. But'even if it he as lie says it .i.s, 
collection of which has been suspended, t. e, to us it appears only to go the length ofshew- 
bas not been collected, Aeenusc of overflowings ing, that the same prospect, of the still more 
.«f rivers and orher calamities. The snspen-' minute sub-division of properties, will in- 
aions are gathered in.by insialmonts, and yet crease with the demise of the several land- 
Jie ttddt these tntpemwnt at collected, when holders now in posseitsion of the sub-divided 
In fact they are outstanding, in order to make. portions of the several wholes held by their 
out his amount of nine lakhs. Without add-' annestors \—whereby there will be a gteat in- 
ing the tutpentiont there is a clear defloit in crease of lands in butwarra, and a proporttob- 
the coileotions of 1833-36 of upwards of 4 ate impossibility in realising the eollec- 
lakhs, qpon the colleotiops of 1827 28, there is tions. 

, consequently, with tba gettiigsions due «nd ! 


uneoUeeted, according to tlie statement of the 
En'pliiihmap, an apparent deboit in 1833-36 of 
thirteen lakhs of Bo-, for it ia not shewn that the 


The EnpHtkman then says, we make the 
mistake of confounding extraordinary expmp 
diture for wars, &o., for extraordinary loss on 


rimittiont in questions were outstanding *,.Jreceipts. Now we cannot permit this pp^Uop 
.M»t«edat*Uin 1827.28. apd this statement "nswff bis purpose. The extraordinarjr 
.iappeare to oa-conclusive in favour.of Mr. expenditure alluded the uoorka, Bure 
“ Wiff'e klateraenl. But it is i#i additioo stat- ™ese, gnd Bhurtpore affaiw, ware sapplsed 
ip iHe minute of Mr. PatUe, that there is *‘'® rnveno®* of the tmuntrf^fiw 

fof revenue of upwards of 73 lakhs was already ailehoit.»iid a large ^ 

Kiepted and outstanding, and with between the charge o/ the territory bad fm 
.qn the ,.JEuafwAwmdoesllot attempt reoeipte - and. the ave^^e annual delteien^ 
be qp.utonts himsplf with, the e»-' 

.qy to sb«WtthM> of tiie revepne aetuaHj ^ 

ed .ft» 1^. there W not A deficit of Ma f« bb^ordfnarjT ^v 

P*tt|e.-but.OBly a de- «*«?». profits^fn the ^ 

iirf/omr i«iM?wi|iob, is nb deficit *l ail, lowing proportiq|tt t abp«t one-fourth by .the 
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f»i'Ci^4{i|rf(fit.<i, i|n4 t(i«>xpJ||«i(iil|K it u^eatov^Kiiigibiiir. to<«overa «ttef«KMfc.s4l^|M 


, Uorpo^c^.: 0» Jliw.mitriial 
. ^0|a, manf^jr fMMpi.bf bofrowim.bas 

' ^en abaa!i,97 Mtkbt^ afi^by4ii'fi^ applicniioa 
/<H sarj^liitii eatnmercuil pro^U abotU lalih$, 
lio tkpf extrwfrUimu'y expenditure was 
' Diet.'by extraordinary reeouvej^ wJiio)vatMl 
remain a ciiarxe upon the revenues, and we | 
'/iiava not made ijhe mistake imp.ited to us. 
'^baisaytbe Directors ou Ibo subject of tbe 
'^^nancial einbarrassaients of GoverDiuetil! 

" '! ** We have contemplated with mifeb solicitude the 
' 'present very unsatisfactory state of your finances aifd 
we have carefully and minutely examined the causes 
wliicli have led to it. We observe that h lias been 
ibrought about, less by tbe pressure of occasiunul extru" 
mrdinury expentliiure, than by cuutiaual progressive 
asigntsotations of charge in every departinent, which, 

, ,iwwed separately, may liave ap^ieared, at tbe times they 
, were matte, to have teen justifiable; but wIhcIi, taken 
in the aggregate, have occasioned a large excess of dis- 
bursemeot beyond the resources from whicli. alone such 
charges ought to de defrayed. The great amount of 
that ercess has ateorherl every accession or improve- 
ment of revenue, however considurablu, has increased 
your debt, and has left you burthoitud with a heavy 
• deficit." 

We should like it to be shown how and in 
what manner tliij state of affairs is altered at 
present. We are then told that Madras pays 
its own expenses,—that Bombay oiily^draws 
18 lakhs, instead of a orore, as in 1829. This 
is another assertion which may he the fact, 
but which it would be more .satisfactory if 
cstaliiislied by something like evidence. In 
conclusion we are told, that wc have made a 
blunder in citing Mr. tiolt Mackenaie’s mi- 
; onto ; that by this side the Jumna, we ought 
to have known he meant tbe Western Pro 
Vinces. The minute itself of this able man, 
relates to India generally ; and as tlig writer 
in the Englishman dues not like tbe extract we 
have given him, we now print paragraph 67, 


the siavfHt of^.uiat as^yfi^pirvaiits; whereas with-thM!, 
these men .might, I ceaeesvjb made, r^U* senratHe eif 
the public ;. at the |a<nc time thto^ our juogee aadipa* 
gistratea would usane their proper gtatka. as govarwn, 
according to Itpir Several degi^, itt a|l the^ou|^t to 
govern and would leawe ^1 'to tha people fo trSliiMt, 
with *heir protection, support and' cbiitiH>l, the' ionimie' 
ruble cooweras of civil which 'tbdy eloae eitn' thma- 

bly^admihleter. One edifnot toO ofiOn reettr'^to ^the 
pnociples wiiich ought to jpitnin us front the error jnls 
which we constantly fall of doing too muehr bothii^^- 
lativoly and' execudvety, under a governiRBat : wtoh 
eacludes the idea of Mlhical freedom.' The beet.«bsifc« 
for anything like civn libetly is to be found in aerrowing 
the sphere of its interference, and extending that of mi- 
puler tribunals > absolute power may thus .be inji^ 
consistent with civil literty, and this in Wge and divided 
nations, with no risk m politic^ disturbance { tet laws 
orbiiiarily imposed by a despotic government can have 
roiuparaiively little efifecl in checking the abuse bf powid, 
except as they restrict the occasions of itS being exoiois* 
ed ; aiid it seems to be vaitr to think that we can by any 
legislait' e provision secure the community from extortion 
and vexation, if we once allow, or require the govern, 
moat uffiters to luterfvre perpeinaUy its the initiiUu 
details of ite people's business.’’.^ 

Wo have now gone through the obaerva-. 
lions of our ootetnporaiy. We think he lies 
made out no answer to the statement uf Mr. 
Patlle, whioli is the important point, in as 
much as it leaves in full force the statemeiH, 
tliat the revenue is deoreasing. There is 
another position which amounts only to asser¬ 
tion, and whictr, pntil brought more tangibly 
to our notice, lias no weight with us, and 
brings iiocdnviotion to our minds. It is that 
witii H deereasinff debt, it is absurd to suppose 
the revenues of the country are not on t^ 
increase. This is mejpe tnferenoe. Let him 
shew the debt by how much diminished tet 
him shew out of what fond it has been paid 
ofif;—let him givens the opium profits, salt 
aocoiiuis, &o., and something more satisfac- 


tfyjwari". shape of theao^JiuDtsof collec 


'*67. Without denying that Mime of the dislike under 
which we labour ni inseparable from the position we 
bold, much must, I conceive, be charged to measures 
and arrangements by no moans necesnai'y of adoption, 
nothing can be more striking diun the sourn with 
whdeh tlie people have been piacucelly treated ill tte 
Ipihda of even. lliose wlio am actuated % the most be¬ 
nevolent motives; for, sinre the woitd began, there is 
probably no exam|>le of a government carrying tha 


Ih. .orld >5.n. i.' cmi.! «<• Prh«l- 


ndnumstration of a countryf if that can 
Which' is in its spirit so purely military ; nay, which 
tiets the people aside in ihe inanageiueut of thetr own 
4(10601110 much more than the sepahee in the govern- 
fstat ^ the army. The principle pervades eiiery art, 
fteorihs ^higlwst exercise of legWuive power b> the ap- 
#shHmiMit^ the meanest pitbfie officer. Busofallthe 
•Wtss^oences ef Our ermrs .twould attach most impor- 
t«» their efieets-'en the village aiiSoctatiuiiB,''wiwh 
■iHmd.vof saeieiy throughout sohtrgea 
’•iyoh.'have teen giMudiy nisaader- 
MidWturted. TMe ■ iaiitiuitioiu.?s«iin to effotd 
jSto of teh west ui^f|ant td ail •thetastramenia we 
"“^Id use io.Msare d>e govaVnamtof tl&eouetry 
^ Wwiduais, .\|Kithnutthei*i os some 

•l»l mik, haVs afmssrdbhs kitd dittmiled |)e0|ile, 


lions ; let our official ootemporary do this, 
and the public will then, periiaps, place nsefre 
reliunue on those stnteinents, witiefa he sb- 
boldiy, and with liis ex eatkedrd air, putii fOI;- 
warii. He talks of mystifying, and niis^d- 
ing the public. He may have sontesueh tbd-^ 
live, because he belongs to the executive 
governing class. He belongs to a govern, 
ment whioli is charflctcrized by Mr. H. MhO- 
kenzio, as being anexampted add onrivailed 


pie of absuiutism, most completety Aren'i^ 
tbe civil administralioo of the ctfDDtry; ‘kfid 
wbicit sets the peoplt tunde in the nianagenfeitt 
of their own ooiicerns, mhofa more than-tire 
sipahee in the govefument of tbe army. The 
propagation of error and paipabie mhtate- 
ment, are very grand words, but ings much as 
our motive U the - amelioration of the condi¬ 
tion of the natives of India, and the savlpg 
•tlwir packets, if they" '■had any, from Ihe gitpie 
of the eollector,' H is dlffioalt to see ho# iw' 
sbonld attain ourWnd, hy the aflop4ip^'w;^ilr 
means and mode*impot^ us; aad'll^fr' 
ootemporary, wbao he bfustem.nhaitt'eM 
ignorance, scorn, 'and ail that soft af lilt 



IW Tnflfet/Tfl^TO-'G^rtlSAl^ BfRtTA lW-i-ti?DIAN a«Vf.N«£ HSOltfiGTifi^^ 


sbovAd^ title tntsi; thWt*** fiiiBword^ 

l^atternci pn^lljbtlni',” atid tiiattbe pitirlii^’iierf 
da^, and’look oil with suitpitsion, o« a' 
p«^ eoWlQefiid by atihrvmtiif &orfiroment, 
’wWld'tjiA irerjr outsit bf Ills sciibilling;' ca- 
nibr/attirta'with biowinj^ loud hnd long the 
of dedanoe to all ootnors, and, under 
^0 aOiuihlanoO of what, ho CHils latiitiff tkt 
ptUt inte uHlity, seeks to thiOw tlust into' (>pb 
pie's e«es, so that they^may sbut-the said eytn, 
and idiadly abandou the care, of iheir; interests 
to the exficutise. powerS'-'Srithojat.iObatiouge 
or gdettiont—Hiirkaru, April 8. 

* :^h0 .Bttfflttimaa iian got another long s'tprj 
dn ^ingnoe. ‘iVe lehro thsee things tVom n1.-i 
dtw^nitftioos on this sulijoct: first, ihhl Mr.' 
l^attlO MdMr, Holt MaeKehaie, the one seiiioi 
l|Sl^l>et'of;iE)tie Sadder Board, the other Secre- 
isry tjtj j(3ovethuie.nt, ate abraec ofblockheads— 
ipgbtlnptisb’lpokhoad'sto bosiirc, hut still block¬ 
heads, accor'dipg to the' master Malapert of 
JiuglishnuiH, iviro, it appears, kiiowS'more 
of 'India, l^er reSburOeB, revenues, &o., &e 
froliitia sOven.-jears' residence, than both tht.- 
jl^leman in questiub. Secondly, that we 
assorted tbe Goveriioicnt to be on the eve of 
Ri^ionai bankruptcy, the simple answer to 
is the Englithnutn has inistated our 
ppsi'Oon; which was that the col lections of 
iMvenue were aUDpat|y decreasing; aiid that 
the annual drain of Itiiee millions unjustly 
impolitic, and fraught with dangerous con¬ 
sequences. Thirdly, that the tenituriai 
Revenuqs are not in arreari ! ! ! ! ! ! I 
tJ|) 0 |S;^ese three points, we a;iii give our 
Tcaderh; and the Eaglhhman', the benefit of on;- 
remarks, but very shortly, we promise them, 
to-morrow. In tbe mean time we beg to 
observe, that the talk of the Enylultman on 
the subject of remissions, made us laugli I'dr 
one quarter of an hour.—//Hrfteru Aptil, il. 


We shall, for the pre.sent,.add a very few 
words, to those we have already bestowed 
on Umi finanoial and revenue question. The 
influx of European news has prevented our 
doing so sooner. 

First as to the arrears of revenue, which the 
Englishman appears to deny.. Aoconliug to the 
tine report published in 1882, as the result ot 
tbe labours of the scieet eomtuittee of the 
Ilofuse of CoHimnns, it appears, tMliai the, 
Territorial possessions which are. under the' 
perdtanent aemindary setllmuent' in t4i« tieii- 
ggti Proaidefiioy,. comprise, an extent of 
square m'tlcs in Bengal, Jfteliar, Orissa 
ji.ilonBres, with a population of -upwar^ds of 
J|0||^,t)80 '(exclusive of the. Benares-pro vio- 
iV'A'ott'Whicb there is no return made,) and 
'mt C ^evmne under pennanent asseas- 
^ Jt'OT' sieca rupees." ^ 

total demand nf Qpvom- 
‘ stmnflii dfltrao-l ,• the period when'Alie 

qJhloe eUfjeiloihht^ *#8* made ? in l«‘28-9, rhe 
JN^ .dontapd df' rdennno^ wan. 8.d4,»a,786 
tttpees, or ifptra'rds of 70 lafebs inore 
“ »h the tewriafih /jirwli»r«d i, o. eoneoted. 


Tn 1890-r, the totaf demand woo d,06,87,0t9 
sicca rOi^es, about 2'iakhS Tutthetrdl^iriia' 
the obtiOotiUns. 'f ^is hUuld hppeUr' by IhO' 
report os pubf'fs)ted'‘'at. bdme V atfbnhfin^'to 
the minute of Mr, Patife, delioh is itjll 
gireator, it bei^g upwards . of 75 iakhs<:U{. 
rupees in 1895-6. 

As to the working Of thn systeni, (the per- 
qiabent assessment) the Fitianee Committee; 
and the Parliamentary,' both, state *• that if 
does not appear to have' answered the 
purpose for witich it was benevolently intend-, 
erl by iu aulhqr the Finance Cominiiteb' 
goes further, and says, “that in the perma¬ 
nently .settled dfstricte in Bengal noUiing is., 
settled, and little is known, but the {Boverii,,- 
inent assessments. This wasthe state of tytigs. 
ill IB.'IU, for the report of the Calcutta Finance' 
Cuminiitee is dated July 12th 1830. Then bear 
Lord Hastings :— ‘' 

■< Neveisays Lord Hastings, *' was there a mea¬ 
sure conceived in a purer spirit of generous humanity 
ind disinterested justice, than the plan W the Perma¬ 
nent Settlement in the Lower Piovinces, Ittvaswoi^ 
thy the soul of a Cornwallis. Yet this truly benevolent 
purpose, fusiiiuned with great care and deliberation, has/ 
to oar painful knowledge, subjected almost t|>e whole of 
the Lower Class throughout these provinces to mosk 
grievous oppression ; an oppression 4uo, so guaranled hy 
our pledge, that we are unable to relieve the suiflbrerit 
a right ef ownership in the soil, absolutely'gratuitous, 
having been vesteil in the person through whom-the 
payment to the state was to be made, with an uitimuced 
power to wring from liis coparee net’s an exhorbilant 
runt Ibr the use of any part of ttie Land.” 

And Sir E. Colebrooke :— 

An opinion not less strong was recorded .at the same 
time by sir £. Colebrooke, then a member of the 
Supreme Council, who uiiservud that '* the errors of 
the Seillement were twofold; first, in the saciihue of 
whiil might be denominated the Yeomanry, by merging 
all tillage lights, whether of property or of oceupaiiuy, 
in the all-devouring roeogniliou m tbe Zeiiiindar's pt-r- 
inonent piopcrty lit the soil ; and then leaving the 
'Zemindar lo make Ins settletiient with the Peusaiitry aui 
he might choose to requi’c.” 

We now lake the observations of Mr. PatUq,. 
the whole scope of wliioh is as to the fact aiUl 
extent of arrears, and an iHvestigqttM .thq 
causes «nd a demand of a report irb^ the 
Keveune Aocounlant; aud this minute^ bq,U 
remai ked, which has nut the approval of litq 
Englishman^ has been approved of by Govern- 
uioiit, aud the information iiougbt by il, if 
oidorcd <0 Ae/itrwisAed, t' 

With the view of having ihie singSiar defalcation'lA 
the receipts, I would wish the tleveniie AeeoifnttQi 
to be called upon to furnish an analysis'df'the 127^189,000 
alleged bnhya demand, shewing howi much.« «f .=Uia 
year last past, and hotc^uch of old. atamling, that is,t«r 
,1,2,3, .4«>r 5 years, 4^ is siillAiinreecvered. -Isprs- 
sunMt,.th,atno iuterest .demand is incMidediB.thisetffA- 
ment. iftbere be, its amountit^ould be separately 
ilistioctly exhibiied, for its fonmng gpy jwrt of it^'wul 
make, thp de^pit .of collscuons stjll inpr^ estrS^iokiv| 
for, df edurM; th'e amount, if fcoV’"iil^it, ought 'id ’chfnM<- 
pond slith die buky a demaud. I * 'i&euid.iRfiefa Uke alith 
to Seem tile aCalised statement df'balttidas,iaeeiiiafats 
tiekd of these due u^h iststei^ tlfatbave beea sofafa-il- 
quttiktiou of arrears of revennefktiowiiig tbe amoeiil unrsA. 
ued by the rule procsids'iu thp onsihimdi undthsoaiosMt 




I]CI«ftOVEM:BKT ^>|i’ THE CONDITION: OP 91?Bl,NO CLASSIs', 

4li^rroi|^4V)'f<irehB»er 'This iiifDnna<iofvtii^jH>fid dftim.oai of. the sqms roftli8|i4-4!fl 

hw»Jr<Sf. I fear, tlio,AcQOu^!Mijfc»f»ll Hot ho aW« W the conin«tciA| i asaeta, which aeeina oug&t'% 
aimijc toii, 0 &, ^aii without oew^nga •pecial. o^iicor. to ^avo been paid ^^fril’Orialacoounlx 

■t.W"]'? H so,. 4 hpt io point .of, fact,. India has gaifi^ 
^e.COrDtidasioiiet 8 jarthedislnct coHectorf. ahw rt«e-i,„ ihU n»vnie»L—or if ahe haw® S' 
merit must ultimately fortii the sul^^ect of a reference to ? * atrnnl *-Ansnn^^fnr A**Dar«ii^i oBouatltm '^ 

the Government, fet we have more than we are bere*? * fot ^ 

called upon to explain of the ill success of the late yetre OOtaW- dftup, of 1*0® WfBO tplluopi^ 
in die repJuatioii of the revenue: but, it appears 10 roe, V--^"P. pD^cd dehtj was one, Qf wO 

we should be premature in addressing Government, objcctf to which thin ||001.ffiV tO.OO.dcvotftB^., 

That Ujtb'twjear 1892, tl»»l«e 

V 4^Su“: ar Ai. Vi'" /"■"**?• 4««"5' MV « '«»»- 

quesifen, and his assUtaiice in perfecting the enquiriej, ^Otld amount Of ddht, hO^ OOP Will attempt ttt 
Which are to me of great im^rtance, and themfore , deny : that there is - ana _has been for Jfdnfw 
needing to be made with as much attention to accuracy past a gradual decrease in the amondi of 
and perfection, as may be consistent with other reycijue renliaeii, wc think we have sbowOf 
obtigarions of duty. I hope the apprehensions I enter- nad we snspcci every .body b;i|t the writl^ill, 
taio of the imperfections of our system of revenue ao- the acknowledges ; that thfa 

counts, generally, may prove to be ill founded. ■ should lead to p bknk rati toy wpdpnotXay^ 
ooj 1 louT (Signed) J. PArrtB. never Ijaye ^afffiat that it sliouid lead 

23d January, 1837. ' to a change of .tyslem,,, w,e say, and have *aid 

I*. S. The Uuard have sent a cojiy nf tho Senior'.to the Court of jiirco'tbfs, undit lsonlybe- 
Member's niinme tu the Accountant Revenue Depart. ibp experiment of purchasing Tand ill. 

meat, requesting him to furnish the required inlormatioii arr.ear, and then re,-mottling thoiia bnthq rypt- 
at his earliiBt con veil fence. 8y.<itera . is too exp.etisive, t))ht the drdefd 

Ax tu the debt which has been pnfd off at of the Court have not been complied vvith, 
biime, we believe its amniinlio have been about But enough of this for, the present ‘Tbd 
£3,(100,000 sterling, and that has been per- system of colleetidns is bad. Its resalis 'dja*" 
foiined out of t|^e siim.s realized by the com- astiWus, and people will believe Mr. Patliit^ 
mercial assets ; hut the territorial was large- and not pin their .i^aitli iip'Sn ibeoracrk of tbd 
|y indebted to the commercial account, so so, be had lietier save birotietf 

ihat this payment, would appear t(? be a Uie tronliie., of .loading its cqluians with bis 
robbing of Paul to pay Peter, «. c, a fragment unreadable arUel.es.—Huf^ai'K, jdprt/l7. 


IMPROVEMENT OP THE CONDITION OF THE LABOURING 

CLASSES OF INDIA. 


“ Wretchedness,” remarks a modern writci as this, where Iraots of unqcetipied saUaboimd 
on education, “ is incompatible with excels on every .side, and the earth teems with 
Icnce; and you can nev^r make a wise and fniitrulness, it must undergo examination to 
virtuous people out of a starving one.” The a.sccrtnin the degree of pretsostoh Io wMch 
eb.servatiun is founded on a correct estimate it can lay claim for oorreOtiless ^ and: wbOtfror 
of the human character, and is particularly iiio sniiree of the evil bo irremedlafaie m: 
applicable to the state of British India, the otherwise. 
physical condition of whose inhabBants at 
the" present day, exhibits no improvement 

on that whiuh obtained at the period when It'can aearcely bo controverted that 
this fine country first'came under our rule, wages oonstituto the prineipat eaiise. of oowIm 
T rade has itiorbased, commerce has extended fort and independence among the Jalmoring 
itself, arts and maniifaotarers have booh disae"^ classes, and as Uiese fojrm Um great bulk.of 
sninated over the wide exfent of oar j^.stern the population in all civilized eommntiiUies, 
ipossesions ; but the majority of.the millions it fMlows - that, ontll this, result be brought 
fey whbm this fertile landis tenanted, still re- about os regards tho people of India, t^P 
main from year, tnyear, the same ill fed, badly ean nbver emerge frAm tbe-depressed portion 
wlothed and poorly hoosed people, diat we in which tl>oy havo'so: long been, plaoed.:. A 
fcydd their fathiers. For (his unvarying effect low rate of renumeration for labor being<O0A^ 

' b«' a Constant' eforresp^nding; fessediy tbemaln spring of the iinsatisfKotofjr 
S^^s® 1. a'hd.irai^eiited to Piit the reason, the condition in which the native of (his ponatrE 
polmo^l eeohd'misL vfiih a Imiteht tKh Want is retained, it becomes.refnisite to enquioin 
lgl infqraigtiohwbio.n<op‘uld®UcU sUpbiqqery, wbat measures, arp ^oaleuMfed ,lo, indpaw; ayi 
will gravely aUrib^e i]k to, the '.mUforlhae amelioration ip jthisi mspeat Thp ,fir|it 
ot^iHr poptflauw. Tiu|,jMBejrttoa iowgbt pass tltese, and one of neidiiScalt aeepi(WlisAmpgjlb 

jsparoe and wbero Hjo princlpteapf oqobin!^9oi| arpiw 
tno oltmate unfavorablo.to >ibo operatloos of well underito«d,sanfl'So frequently.apjtod qp^A 
nvt^s«haral.inattatry4.;bQt^ln‘a fooalHy <ittcb}to keep.tbe labori.mavket uiid^Stos|wai.j^.j|jir 



,«»t«iti la +h«i* WgMy ^Mgittoa^d 
wbin-b ^migliit coadltlafti ‘tke^iaoitiMklilfi^ 

MiMenaiioeaC'tliiatie.avrplas ed(pt«d«o4tef otkcaxsMiktKaB, 

k«nto«tiOf»m{rtof-i deiMrawbabttt.lliai M aitl .^sess a 







have due allowance made Tor HJo iu^elits^ 
>mate wbioh is framed with that view. It is 
i^ttribna to observe <i»y wha;t AtSereal meafis 
i^ofreetaat eadeara' woi'lnd >iwot in tiib dis^^ 
,sii^n of sublnnarii nffiuM. ITlib-^overmnent^ 
of tiio country, doeiBinK'kaewlodge tfae'piiilMbdti ‘ 
for .every disadvantage under wnioh ibeir snb^^^ 
joets labor, orpaii1ne.ati expenniVeltalili work^^ 
ing inaobiaery for that’purpose. A few ’per^'' 
sons, judging more rightly that povertb id ^hb'* 
root of the erii, affply themselves atthbir dm 
exponce to elimiaate its dormant capabilities'! 
well knowing^that though knowledge is powor^' 
the iinpovei isbed condition of the inhahitanta'^ 
is ill adapted to enable them to avail'tbbhf*-'’ 
selves of its hcnehls so as to apply theiu'to the ' 
practical uses which tlieir necessities require.' 
Between the twq courses pursued, it is impe*’ 
sible but that good must result; but vie make ‘ 
bold to say that individuals will far outstrip ‘ 
the adniipislration in tbisruee of benevolence;' 

> The latter arc proceeding almost entirely oO'’ 
theory, and are unable to ealcnlate, ar even " 
to define to themselves the reSiitts of their pro¬ 
ceedings ; the former know the^ gronnd oh 
which •'they arc treading, and at every stei>’ 
which they take are oonddont that they niO ; 
appioaeliing nearer and nearer to'tiiht pbridd; '' 
when India will present the spectacle Of a 
.country abounding in all that can conduce tO < 
the enjoyment of existence, filled with a welt' 
einployedand thriving population,and yieidid ^'' 
'a revenue, to ivhicb the present antouhtu’-' 
wrung at a rack-rent from the wretched pbaji''* 
santry will he but as dust In the balanbe-oif'' 
estimatiisn.— EnglithiMn, Aprill. 


' To those who take the trouble to read the, 
editorials of newspefpers, it must have beea,.- 
observable that of late the E^lisAma?i , 

Slimed a vqry sublime tone that he ieejtorci., 
away I,ike the sclio'ol-master abroad, apid .«tl;at 
be has iajien upon himself the task to iMh fijiv ..- 
press into utility! We have, we pro |iwaj«,; . 
paid the hew iSioion of oar ootemporary .tqo , 
mnOb attention,—a great deal, indeed, .mWp, i. 
than bo deserves; but our readers ma^pai^,. ■ 
don us if we ohoe more make this wfiter.^tbh,-!,; 
kubject'^of ah observation pr two,. ;|ai, tb«f^{ 
Englishmm of the 7ili, are goipe 
down ^ot thh inaprovement of thq uonqOl^hhw.: 
of 'tbe'tabduring^iasses in tipjlia, and wbipb^a^.v 
by'fbe bye,'kbe CW'iifi;, with quiet satir^ . 
!t>9bj[isbe| jin bU IPh^r, boodiog the artjiolpfv 
%iib HIM to improve the .condtiioBt 


,%iib ijfbiip to improve ,cqndt|ioBt 
dco., ahd.lfply, .Mif mqjpe is ..ampsiog e^opgbM^^ 
We'bp^OeJI^ Ipr.thopwppsoof ,aboqriBf 

hbioh-johr^oqti^mpofary jp-puld fgia peMuad.o,'o 














































THE-^fiABOURIKCS; CtASSE®^^#' k'!' 


#rii|tr tn. queBUmi sl«Mii'>«ith 
ilid CruiRiR,'^., 4ha«. the -mMf to 'ametiofite 


theomidition ef the lalnRirillg elsMeNi^ ie'th|aee<iMtti^*dalty ln«iil/“ Id/'ltihreford, 


rfdae tlM rate of ifageoi^andhetben pfOposea 
4hrfiit''methods ■of oarryhi^ lute'effect' ttlis 
eterptdeeirable object.’ 

sii : • -^ ■ 

To beep' the labour marbet andep» 
sldplted: which measare^ he sapii, iebr a« 
D^eaiii diffittult.ef aecompilshmaot; and he 
r^QOtpiaenda it to be done b^r eembwattan, 
<awung the lahourCra, we mppoae). They 
are,to. mtet to^etkev, (all over iodia?) and trej 
say .unto their task-masters wo will not 
«^)e at the present rate of wages, but you 
8^1. employ all the capital now expended 
by. you on labour, upon that portion of us la' 
tourers, which we will graciously permit you 
t<^. employe and the rest of - the labourers 


It' hppeath ’«hlid*«hd rtHe of - wages,* hfhir 
a{ily'^e'itlwbui^o#'>ttih tahonrerV aliWBiltftW 


iiomtori^iiutd'glre- 

all his sorptas^hwnidtr t and f^yb iliem 7ew«':bb'^ 
must, or ho has iiodiii)g,*iid Ttttid',' hot oihridoli^'' 
to owoll the aitiooiit of * wrageh, hit 

bodyi whf hr« ta'beTtopt fa on^loymbttt t 
fan“l;heir/'Wb Mbmft,' #0!ha*vO'tltowa tfaoiim^,' 
and ‘ookatoindtIon 'tmhoiiio to be;'' as we hafn|l''' 
it at8tttrtl»g,-4weAibif amwsnse/*' ■• ' t’ ’ 

** The producer,” .taya tiM . 

may call thisstrikoeapediient 1” - Atrocioas 
eoanseU;but.itds better that a.few should thus 
dispose themselves fpr .the good of the tnany,.- 
thait that all shpuM live iB.i8erably for the 
sake of all being employed.” IEs4lmt{i tho 
pruduueri, that .is die eapitaiisl, would say, ip 


whoot we will throw out of employ, io order much as beds in^aeonditiion to say it, “ Ei- 
that we wlio work may get lAeir wages divid- ‘''er yo« work at iiry rate,of wages, or Jon 
ed amongst us, shall be supported out of vto *<‘*ra'* * and ho would .call thot AnyfiskiiMnis 
use the JSnglishman ’4 wards) a portion of those!t»‘p#yau», notatrooious oouneei, 
funds, which might be devoted to the main-' 
tcnanne of those surplus hands who ere pur- 
posslif kept out of employment, in or^er thatji 
lli^.main body may receive adequate relnane- 
rn^tioD for Uieir work”!!! Now it appears'to 
us .first of all. that the Englishman may write 
ti|fi)oam’a-day,ere be can got up, and orga- 
ni,afi his- general strike ; and aeeondlyp that 
suoposing it took place, the caoitalists, by 
holding out, would throw all India out ofcul- 
tiyation, and in the mean time, starve all the 
poor devils of ryots, who live from hand to 
mpnth i or else, drive them to desperation, 
andidecoUy t for if they will not work they 
mti^ needs rob or starve t And it is manifest 
thait iht stto'plus hands, ta this second Ricardo 
ca).is them, could not have less assigned to 
them out of thc^' increased amount of uMges” 
hy way of maintenance, “ to keep them pur* 
po.sely out of employment,” than they now get 
In the shape of wages for the work they do; 
and that for this simple reason, the wages of 
the labourer in India, or^ say Bengal, have 
arrived at a limit, below which it it impossible to 
reduet them 1 7—Wagds of Isibodr io this coun¬ 
try;, are At'what is denominated the natural dr 
ne^kstiry'fatt of Wages ; meaning (tUqubie 
MacWlfdoh')'foy necessary rate, the vhriiios ne- 
cessdrie's; add adooaiipodations required, to 
endbtd the' labourers to exist, and continue 
their raed, aeeording to the prevalent h'abiti 
ani'custodili of the rAce to which thby beldng. 

In^bng^l (says lilr. Colebroolte,) the necss-. 
saiywagbsof labour ate almost Ahtirelv'de- 
tM^fned bjf tho cost o/ the foo 4 mnsim^pv thp 
/stobr'rr ; out as this 'fbod. Which ^li't1lesi.m- 
pleiff imaginable, and eonsi<i|s' miirAly ^]hoi1- 
ed’t^hOd splitpulie, k'ndlalt toVcliOtiaiy 
inidn1ility;is^'brOdac'ed'di yetj Ifttle coll, is 

aihip^ ihrtiiif bW H mtfs trijle J'ttnd 

tb#Coiiseh dt|hoe' is'^tfiaf ’ th e' e a¥tbma ry ‘ftw of 


wages is itf‘dbd 
2id. a day. NbW^'Aiik'lib 
this sam wlH’tite 


assign for 'the' hiAlWHi 
bands, perpcscfly 
Mat the main bbffy %BlAy 



but atrocious nonsense t And we'Ahrnk wp' 
have shewn he would Iki rigut.in so.doing. 

The second expedient foremeiioratibn iiag-' 
gosted by our eotemptfraiy th'emigration. The ' 
question is W/iere are the Cmigranfs to go to, - 
and out of what fand'ta theif paSkAge-OiOhey, 
or journey-tuonoyv to be paid ?'These; ArC 
little uonsideratienS'notAHugether unWu|;thy ; 
of notice, and to which it would be As'wdth, if 
the pbilantroplMHiOf, thc,,.j5?ayI^AnMii would 
turn his.ttlijiMilioVt ere Jm ^umtpeod emigra,< . 
tioQ,,,ae^a,ineAsar.e,pf,jeiiqf,,.. ,, . . 

Then oomes anolber/'and a* moFc obtivOni- ; 
jsnt method, amiOrdiiig to this writer, ■which 4s 
to oonsiirt ill V‘.The'open lag out'neic 
^ production, which, hij absotimg’ sUl WstiHb^ 
labour, wawU umvurtaUu tenstto- Msmtiitfl mt 
eretuedtealecfurntfesi- ll ! 11 ■ 

Open, put npw channels q|f 
Shat is, we presume, iiicreps^^^he ^padptof 
capital devoted to the paynieMpY wages, a#, 
compared ,wdYi the number pf, labourers y. If. 
that is whai beaqeanl, w« have.pi^Jiy .to^qtiserv^,,. 
that it is very easy to say “ p,pen e.dl aew>tb»twiv<, 
iieis of;^roductU>n’': hut that npiesAUiA, 
lishmdn prepared to shew, that witli inerpAft -. 
ed capiuil, t. e. inercaoed demand for 
M® nAfttbefS.oFiabpitrers wUi .fiot-idCrpuA,^,. 
propartipii, we',do iiot think , hi* expe^«|i,,, 
would avail himmuelt. Tke wagelof Ijabo^^B i. 
giis g^^nirV, is> merp twheistAincp 4o ti%i^ 
botirer,, .and .uple^ the Jli^tuhpaf^ .• 

trive to introduce inarnl re^rpipd, and *11 i 
sort of thing* .Which sopppAps a knowle^lM% 
the rydt apd labourer of tl^ exapt.aM® 
position, and. upon 'wbail rws^. .de;pend|.lJ4 <. 
probability of thp inereAse of.,itis.,wBge4 ;.M«. 
knowledge by Me way of. whieh jog i- 

lor, the JEoffUthman, shAWS.Jk.ttnself quilAiiwid^v 
AenQ nnleWi He aaade.ip^is,.'He eAO<^lib>»«dll^l|jh,^^ 


j AidfWWhiob we.i^ t^ld lh«t tj 
;|.AlreAdy taxed 4o Me atniWit of „,. 
by Me exaetionif o#tlfs,Zera1n(jlidt,ABfi 
ment. Wbaf 'iheiR would tbe.^ 
qneiioe of dimihisbfng the nniitbetb of 
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a tlirowini; of roncb land nAw 
out of roldvation. Nuthini; but 
• a the firdportion which the numbera 

' of. 1^^(ltit>oarera bear, to the amount of cap!' 
^ expended on lalxiur, can give them an in- 
c^tpod command over the uecemries and 
conveniences of licman life, and when our 
/political economist in question, shall have 
broaglii about this effect, he may then hqpe to 
aineliorate the condition of the labouring 
c.lasscs; for instance, if he epiJdpermade Go- 
vernmni to expend on labour ta this country the 
three millions of tribute amualfy remitted to' 
Mnplund, he might cure some of these evils of 
the wrotohed peasantry, over which he so feel- 
ingiy Jamehts. 

• 

Eliminate the dormant eepabilities of the 
country, says lliC Englishman, Eliminate, by 
nil manner of means, .sny we, and says every 
body else; only tell us where to gel the capital 
to go to work with. But-enongli of this non¬ 
sense ; we have dU'elt so long upon it, for the 
mere purpose of showing, that the lone assum¬ 
ed by this writer in the Englishman, and bis 
leetdres on all manner of subjects, to ilic ad-, 
tnlriiiik public, aiea happy compound of as- 
fiitm'ptinn without argument and of assertion 
Vtihont pfoof, wi|ich we, for once, have taken 
the trouble to point ent, but which we shall 
spare ourselves the trouble of doing again fur 
BOpte time to romc, on the principle that, Le 
jeu ne vailt.pas In ehandeile.—llurk, April 10. 

Ignorance and flippancy generally,go hand 
in hand, and we need not travel farther lor 
illnstratioD of this maxim,' than the columns 
•f our morning ronteraporary. That small 
portion of the public which is in the habit of 
.perusing the sago disquUltions on flnance 
and otlier brandies of political economy wjth 
which the writer in the Hitrkaru imagines 
bimseif to be acqnainted, cannot fail to have 
.observed the hiundering ingenuity with whicif 
he has managed to get stuck fast in that little 
qaaginiro, wliioh he has selected for the thea¬ 
tre of bis muddy exploits. To use a signifl- 
eant letm—he has put his foot in it, and in 
timt'ridicoious position is getting it right and 
..left, from the parlies, who had, of intention 
prepense, undertaken to draw out this small 
pretender to universal knowledge.* As if 
aware of the number of other customers who 
have aocouitis to settle with him, the “ finan- 
dallst," after throwing a whole column of 
•twavy wet upon us, declares himself to be 
vxbausted, and intimates the necessity of tak- 
rest after such extraordinary exertion. 

e should be sorry to disturb him in.tiis self- 
aathfied slumbers, but as it would , be very 
‘fecoOwaicBt to wait until he awakes, which 

s* ' ' ' ■ ' r. . 

*' Xa the dnsreem of bis dtsKke to one of the gsntle 
ho-bnaipaM write for this papea ooreontem- 
v(Mrar«briMMkaaof him as tlte author of the article on 
.wMeb kOfAfsei^llsy Ma»ed his fro*- to 

.anli^tcnkm. TtoMWpn who overthrew ,th^spwu-^ 
.ju^of'the maufn 6f knance and reve- 

' ,aa^;B<>t.ibe:{iilr^,yf]ho b»sta«d uur hreWwr'i poH* 
tlthV ecoaoiny. ' ‘ 


THE CONDITION OP 

we are apprehensivelie never will therotifiblyy 
we must do a little violence to our. notions of 
fair play, and take liittt to the purap forafew 
minutes, to see whether k- dash of edd witter 
will not have the effect of extricaUng his 
ideas, from the ^(oripns obfuscation in which 
they seem to be lovolyed. 

We agnize with infirtite humitity, that'wo 
have very few pretensions to hold the rusli- 
liglit of our small experienbe to the gaJax^ Of 
talent wliit^h illuiiies the editorials of thd 
Hurkaru, and quite put it out of pur recbl.lec<- 
tion that, in venturing to express our ideas 
on a subject, wliicli is cou.fc.ssedly on|oC,j^ 
chiefest importance in this country, 
poHoliing on the peculiar manor ^ the Cer¬ 
berus of Hare-street. Hence the 
encouragement which our labours liavewh^ 
periottced; but having a shrewd suspimn 
that the bark of the toothless old annimal is 
worse than his bite, wo shall nathless make a 
fiiithcr inroad on the forbidden territory, 
being tolerably well convinced tlibre is nq- 
ihiiig in it which is seriously worth powder 
and shot. 

As the “ financialist" seems neither to un¬ 
derstand himself, nor to be disposed to inter¬ 
pret us fairly, we shall take the very opposite 
course as regards his sophistries and afford 
that patient attention to their refU'tation which 
many of our readers will think misplaced on 
so shallow a imsoner. In onr aiticle on sug¬ 
gestions as to the meaftis to be pursued for 
amelioralitig the condition of the laboring 
population of India, wo intimated that there 
were thioc modes of proceeding ; by conihi- 
nation, by encouraging emigration, and by 
opening out new sources of employment, 
giving preference, of couise, to the last, us 
the most legitimate method of three proposed. 
We fnsistud on neither, but simply offered 
them as suggestions to all who, in a right 
.spirit, desire to come to the exumiiialion of 
the question under coqsideration. The Courier, 
we perceive, quAed our remarks, not, we 
will undertake to say, in the perverse spirit 
whioli influenced tiio writer in the Hurkaru, 
but in the desire which should aotqate every 
part ob tlie press, which is above ounsidera* 
tions of pique or personal enmity,to give to 
the public whatever it finds of utility in the 
columns of contemporaries. However, this 
point is scarcely worth noticing. Asil.wquld 
be hopless to convey to our readers in a con¬ 
densed form, the pith of the objections, which 
the writer in the Hurkaxu has raised agkipst 
our remarks, and as we intend to letMm e;X- 
plain himself, so that on recurying to the suh- 
ject a second ti^ he may spare qs aad.tl^ 
publio.tbe fartiier inflicUon of his learned 
duincss, we give the following sample of clpsp 
reasoning, that we may have the pleasiirp,jn 
cammtMB with those who takaamklipioos pljfg- 
sore in the process, of plnokiqg 
their finery.' 

** l(t.* To kseptlntliii labenrinsilwtiii^-stoeked; 
which measure, M (aPhiai by no .meaus ditfleuiv of ot- 
cCmpIkbment'j .tfiul mveceiMwniaitte be dene by «n>- 
Mewien, (among the tabeareie, m luppoib). They are 
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10 ' iMct (all over India 1) and to aay vnto tlieir 

Kuk^nmaterawe will notwoikot the present rate 
of arages, hut you ahall employ all the capital now ex> 
pended tby you on labour, upon tbat portion of 
ea talKiurers, which we will graciously permit you to 
en^loy ; and the rest of the labourera whom me will 
throw out of employ, in order that we who iaork may get 
their wages divided amongst us, shall be supported out 
•f^te use the l^ngliehman’s words) a portiou of tliose 
fut^, which might be devoted to the maintenance of 
tl^ose surplus bauds who are parpottly kept out of em- 
plpyment, io order that tbd main body may receive ade* 
qua^ rotnuneratioo for their work’!!! Now it appears 
to ua first of all, that the Eu/'iUhman may write till 
Hoom’s-day ere he can get up, aud organize his general 
sinkd; add secondly, that supposing it took place, the 
eapitalisis, by holding out, would throw all India out 
of cultivation, and in the mean time, starve all the poor 
devils of ryuts, who live from hand to mouth; orelw, 
drive them to desfieratiou, and dacoity j fur if they will 
not work they must needs rob or strove ! And it is 
inanifest that the surplus hands, as this second Ricardo 
calls diem, could not have less assigned tothemontof the 
‘ iucrensed amount of wages' by way of maintetiaure, 
’ to keep them puinosely out of employment,' than they 
now get in the shape of wages for the Work they do; 
and that for this simple reason, the wages of the laboui- 
er in India, or gay liengal, have orriv^ at a limit, he- 
low whieli it is impossible to reduce them i i—eHN ages of 
iuboiiT in this country, are at wl.at is denominated the 
natural or necessary rate of wb^s ; meaning (to quote 
Macuilock) by necessary rate, the various necessaries, 
and accommodations required, to enable the labourers to 
exisl, and'continue their race, acconliiigtolhe prAalent 
lialMts and customs of the race to which they belong. In 
Bengal (says Mr. Colebrooke,) the necessary wages of 
liibnur are almost entirely determined by the rest of the 
food consuiuM by the labourer ; but as this food, which 
i'l the simplest imaginable, and consists merely of boiled 
rice and split pulse, and salt to relieve its insipidity, is 
produced at very little cost, a labourer is able to subsist 
«» d mere trijte ; and the consequence is that t|ie cus¬ 
tomary rate of wages is iu common employments so low 
as24d. aday. Now, we ask, how much less than this 
sum, will the Ricardo of the Eaglisimau assignofot the 
inuintenanoe of the surplus hands, purposely kept out of 
employ iu order that the main body may get more wages.' 
It appears that the rate of wages, is alieady only the 
amount of the labourer's absolutely necessary daily 
meal, if, therefore, our ameliorator should give him 
less, why he starves all his surplus hands ; and give them 
less be must, or he has nothing, dio fund, out of which to 
swell the amount of wages, as his main body, who arc 
t» bd kept in employment I So far then, submit, 
we have shown the strike and combination scheme to be, 
.as we called it at starting, diseased maseuse !” 

' Now for plack the first. The “ financial- 
isi*' ridicules the idea of the agriuuitu|‘al ia- 
Worers combining, and assumos that they 
must accept the pittance which those reqair- 
ip^ their services choose to tender to them, or 
statvb. Every one most admire the philan¬ 
thropic view which this doctrine takes of the 
duties which man owes to his feiiow-.maa, at 
the same time that it goes no farther to the 
'point at issue than this—that the ifnomnoe 
'and'wretchedness oftRe ryntty population are 
iolre gloried in, as efifactually preventing them 
from taking those steps for tbolr euuinoipa- 
. tioto,' which have proved sq. suocesii/iil with 
the working claitsos in Enpand- 'This, from a 
Benthamite of uniiwval pFetestsions u some¬ 
what startliug, aud-we must .wait,. w« suppose, 


l^ia.leisure “ for some time to come," till wo are 
favored with an cxjplanation of this novel 
plication uf the greatest hdppiiicss-of the great¬ 
est oiimher principle. But does this writer, 
in his zeal to attack our positions, leave b'is 
own so unguarded as to forj^et that, edrahina- 
lion has on mure than one occasion beotf son- 
cossfully essayed ip India ? f.s not thntefthe 
palankeen boarc-s, a miserabry under paid 
class*, an instance in point ? and is not-lHh 
Hurkaty, at this very lime, in accordance with 
its assumed tenets, iipliolditig the CDinliiitatlon 
.aiuoiig the shrufTs f Is this latter also on tlie 
greatest happiness of the greatest numbhr 
principle ? We should like a' straighi-fbf- 
ward answer to this question. Supposing that 
our menial servants^our kansaliinahs, our kid- 
inntgars, our baboorolties, and our syci-s were 
to determine that,they would no longer serve 
us unless we doubled their wages ; should wo 
be enabled to starve them into submission, or 
they us? Come; f/uryb//speak . up. Yes, 
or no ? And wliat is to prevent the agricul¬ 
tural class from insisting on a remuricralive 
return from llioir labor ? The writer in the 
Hnrkaru, with that superficial knowledge of a 
.subject in which he so offensively volunteers 
to set us right, assumes that ** capitalists’' iu 
India can always starve tim labouring class 
down to that stale of debasenioot, wbicli con¬ 
sists in aliuwiiig them the privilege of air to 
breathe, and just enougii of sustenance to keep 
body and .soul together. Now, with the ex¬ 
ception of those employed in (be indigo manu¬ 
facture, and in the opium cultivation, will this 
excellently informed personage point out 
Where *' capital" is employed to any extent in 
other branches of prudiictiun ? If be had 
ever passed in the course of his travels in In¬ 
dia, very far beyond the boundary of the Mar- 
batta ditch, he might have leainod that the 
vast supplies of graim of every description, 
cotton, ginger, turmwie, madder, sulHowor, 
,and other staples poured into this market, are 
not produced by ‘'capitalists’Mn bis sense of the 
word ; but by innumerable antail' oullivators 
who arc dependent for the aiMistanee wbiph 
they receive in tilling their fields, oa a cliqis 
still lower in the wcaie of society, who are 
parli^ day labourers and partly occupiers of 
patches of land, on their own account. Those 
are almo.Ht invariably sown with paddy, pf 
wbiflji a quantity i.s produced, not only suffici¬ 
ent for home consumption, but for the supply 
of the non producing inhabitants of the towns 
'throughout the country. 1; is to the intorest 
of both these classes to obtain a fair price, 
the one for their produce, and -the ot^r 
for the labor which is expended in its pro¬ 
duction ; consequently their ioteresls arc 
identical, and ndt opposed to each Otiter, 
as in the case of the capitalist and the 
operative, who ims merely-itis labor to sell, 
as in England. 'The capitalist oaonot do with¬ 
out fite goods of lire produoer, and must buy, 
or faretik up bis trade ; but the tetter eaa>at 
any*timc raise the price of hie cqmmodiBes, 
by lessening th^ quantity 6f the parttbdlar 
kinds required by the merebattiVabd gW^tig 
more of what is ajtpncabie to his oWp supj^t. 
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»Tf' i‘ ■■'' .. 

Aud to ft oertota 'extent, the eame ia in the j tranaoj-ito. i 

if the stnaii oiti^oer 60 


oaltNateii wilt aot gtve *fl, t%io eiii'n 
4N^b«r for hia labor, hb can tivati^ pq 

(|ai@%h«if'«o biii.owii plot of grottnd for nab- and tliat their , 

'baBiM Muoli tlioe that the {Modoedr other pehanthi is the''liatii^ n. 


-Irilwii^iiieiBei'cbaht up toEii term8< 



at^ienltarat pTodaoe bf vi’rioailfire: 
fofttie aoppity of merehattt'a afl. dilitB# 
The/ie tiiuety por^ui (iate 'Whte 


» i. tortile sttppry or mercnanta atA Biataa 

m welter tn he ffuria,-o atntea «ia6 wages ^heie tiinety perSontf Mitriim l^atT'Whtch 

JShoat a*Dun** wo'^oloa?to iJon3Usod^iliat^h?v *® ieadie<t*iate 


»hey agree that o«e,thifd.of .tbmir 


®eVq^;; iae^rJVhe ;7a7«rr that o«e,^ird.of :.*h«r 

.i,.to.i.-ti.’.i.jto» ?rfh"d. ««n'srfto^ iitoiss 

,tow -to to pri-Qipi.. ..d ...I. td. 

'Wi^ClIftrM© of R tiubiio writof 4 OlltlO&ill 20 Marmttnjwntlef It irA* «lkA SMABiAAUAeJ 


&W,'miru... VIn'India... ... .\tcl to .'to i( to'lw^X: to“«S2 

.t nr.”“&t .rF.b,n.„r .h.. tbi s.-,ird“,.', •i.r^ 

ooniea farthing or t^n per pound obenper to f 

ili««o«r.tir« in London, orth*t the rino'^witi. “*® preuedingseason hag been all goila.iJfow 


t^ wperatire in London, or that the rioe with 
whi«ti the planter at the Mauritiue gnpplies 
hiaWeU'fed negroes, may stand liiin in one 


we will assume that, the pittance whioh.-U 
usually ^olTered them per mam for their labor 

t_ a -If -_ ... .. J al. ___ .2— J.l 




Ceadies are expiaiiied, we shall take into eon- 


at the very iowe.st which can he expected to 
subsist in tolerable comfort an able bodied 


aideration the expedienoy of sitting at. the 7T:‘!: s.h „ if ”7r Tr 7u i ^ 

fWtof this hnancialGamidiel, and looking np *‘J? ,Vif ** ^*“,1*^1 the lands 

i«4il«at admiration to that gmiius. on wliish P/®*'®'' «T *. 

we have at nrosoHt raB«mable oauie to differenpo of fifteen days would bo suffioiant 
don-^ ^ rxttsonable cause to cause the failure of particular orops, tho 

. opportunity would be lost; and it remains to 
T'he “ finan.eiallst'*. after admitting ,that tlip be seen nbetlier the producer would weigit 
rate of wages to (he agrienltural popuiatton the eost of the additional .two rupees per ment 
is so tow xs to have arriye.'i at a liipii befbw sem per man against the certainty of Jasueg 
wbioh it is impossible to reduce them, asks tlie season for tliat year. . i-t must Im borne ia 
with muoh simplicity, in what •maiiAer it is- mind that the agriciiltaial population of In* 
proposed to** maiutaiii the surplus hands pur- dia, with the in.signifioant exception of the 
pusely kept out of employ, is order that tjie migraffiry dangalis, is perfectly stationary ; 
ttiaia body may get mere wages 7 It appears and that it rarely goes beyond the immediate 
Chat the rate of-wages in already only the vicinity o’([ it.<« own villages, to seek for em- 
aaiount of the labourer’s necessary daily ni'cal.'pluyinent ; and hence the impossibility of 
if, therefore, our ameliorator should give him sppplyiiig the place of these who bad refused 
lOM why be starves all his surplus hands ; to labor at unremunerative prices. New; the 
hod'gtoethem less Ite must,, or he has nothing, laborer being a producer also, it is erli^ool 
aOlTond, odt of which (oOwoH the amount of that the reserved bands purposely ,k^ out of 
vvagos of this hiaiti bi^y who ard lo be k^t In employ,until Uie system had token root, woii^ 
tmiptbytneivtl -'So far then we submit we be maintained^ partly by means of the addio 
toVdbbown tlie strike and odmbtnation scheme tional sums given to those allowed tq wotk, 
to he, as we ealled' it at starting—disced partly by the produce of their o,wn land rpoT. 
sOBtense'* We also set out with an assump* dered still more productive by . the. Icdsfiep 
tiou tiibi ignorabeb aiid flippaney go kand in available for its epltivaUob, ap^. I>.agt]|j 
hddd, apd though w<e do not, after the self^ contributions in kind from the workingisgrars 
Ou^^e^mwnnOr of the Writer of tlie ** dtseas- hers of the confederacy. To the produuatli 
lM'h^seose’'‘jott((fflated, vehture to ask onr- would be a matter of liUrtp moment-pptwl^eg 
jwhrw 'silly .(fuestions tfaiit we may return as rather of'congratulation to firnd iMMQOtgefIt 
IIHy. gliSU'et'O ta thgm, wO sbafl, before we countrymen obtaining a fair. irotnuiper|iUeiu foe 

■ ;ith' him, give him as mach of his their labor. He wo»id' phjirge tii^^'dii'eiriepBiU;^^ 

I the pubiic wilt probabtfy eonsi- of cost to the luer^a^ .ai^' tM merobum 
in ftnl for the tone in whieh Wei wooid pass it bf lo (hH consumer; apiI tlhM 
isidied.. We may reasonably, atj the latter would, haseiAb pay a farihipg'^j^ 
trtkbte^ display Just made, enter-' pound tnoise for’hifopi^ar^. or acepv^l^Sg^ 
ir'^Uker the finimuialist is ground-' tnofe for bia losfead of, Ibis 
tilplif rbl^ arithbmie, Uadfl is attuindllit tho expeosO.bf 
Wl^ii^bingtMm ih« we offer; gistditioO of U Wit^ 

i' liiBl'ii tia iin ieirt' oU'i^Wxiiluisite we arb bound by entry .iHineipIe.tf Itaaiuo, tw 


wl^ ^pin^ e 'itoni enl' oU-ibeWXffuiiitej we arb l|ionfid b 
hidh the tmforo I 


. •* 'rr:';'!*''*'. ji.V; 


VtJiRb‘ W- jitiL©' tAViis' iisr“' inbia':' 


Affetei. 

wtt 'endciavorlng to cootro- 

’ittt Iffito too ** finaiKiiaUat'' that 

pif ^Wla^Ofing popuiatioo is) «ucU, 
Jnni BOdOr RQp|rojup$tancea.pia they oomhiae 

vs 'be making eht hia ease, those who do os 
tlM kimor to weigh the argomenU adduced on 
sHher side, will soareclj fail t(^observe that 
tias writer in the Harkarn has fallen into thiv{ 
-agfegtOQs error of eonruanding the oapitalfst 
inth -the producer; whereas it will be saffioi- 
wally evident that the merchant is tho only 
ewal eapitaiist, and that the producer is only 
•degree removed above fho labourer, w'hose 
assistance is not onfreqaentiy secured by a 
partioipatiaii in that produce, which' tho for* 
tutir, having little capital, is by this moans 
enabled tO' bring to market. Wo dwell on 
i^is point in order to exhibit the' sicqder 
grounds on which oiir po.titions have been 
impugned, and the small skill which it re¬ 
quires to parry the attacks of so ill provided 
an assailant. The suggestion to emigrate 
next attracts notice, and questions arc asked, 
where aio the people to go to, and who is to 
pay tho expence.s of their passage by land nr 
water? The latter inteiTogatory niigl^t he 
answered in the former. A few years ago the 
emigration of labourers to tlie Mauritius w'a.s 
unthonght of; it has been hinted, as having 
Imon speonlated on for the supply of the West 
Indies, and is engaging allention to Austra¬ 
lia; so .titat it would he premature, under 
these circumstances, to pronounce that there is 
no opening for the population in this direction. 


■.'i-', i ' .'r'-ij* 

. pidi4 nn.yrhiflh 

jt^cs us to fenoehaHiidtng 

jUitios of ttolv. souitoonmnployment 
^ould- abdisii tonob; -sorplds lami 
vrMeli presses ontbe liturlieh- '* 01" 
aeif-satisfled roasofior, itlsAf bontei 
lation would increase faster than empIpyihiMit. 
and th% 'pciopio vToUtd As Mi^y^ tlir.Jlp 

over." Exeelletit logief! shd'to, to' caw 
out a faiHacy of the schools, takeh 00 
adopted to' iatitudds Ctidely diffcl^nt fft^ 
these, the vast pupulatibn of this counfry u 
to be left-in unimprovable neglect I ^^BeeddCi^ 
where is the'Capital to come from?'* Is the 
name cf ail that is' astounding does this 
pseudo eeonotuist so palpably betray ignor-' 
ance of the A'. B. E-. of bis profession, as to 
require to be told that in a country like tibis,' 
tho rescotirecs of which are only beginning^ 
to be developed, labor is capital'; and thtS 
every able bodied man in it “is a raloable 
unit of the convertible mass of unconrcrtcd: 
wealth." 

But as our mentor with curious accuracy 
ei^prcsscs it of himself, “ enough of this BOa> 
sense ; we have dwelt soi-long hpCn it, tor 
tiio mere purine of showing thatthe tone as- 
sumed by this writer-iu l^e IFwrJhn'w^ is a 
happy compound of assumptson without ar-« 
guinent and asscrtioB without pTouf.^' We 
cordially subscribe' to this remark, aUnred 
ouly in a single word, and at pArtlng, have a 
word of ad vice to tender to the author; which 
is« to think on a subject before he,undertakes 
to do^mati'ze' on it, and before he ventures a 
second time to dttaok us or any other contem¬ 
porary writer—t0 nleasnrcliis man.— Huglish'r 
m«n,A.pfilll. 
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This evening’s Gazelle contains an Act of 
s6mc importance,—Act No. I'V. of 1837, uiak- 
ing'^it lawful for British subjects of every 
etiss to hold land in any part of live Com- 
phay’s territories. The draft of this Act was 
published at the beginning of last year, 
abd we remarked upon it at the time, that, 
hi the shape then presented, it went beyond 
file fhrovisioBS of the Act of Parliament 'Which 
it' vriu) intended to carry into elTect, for it 
CKteUded the right to aliens as well as to 
BVitiili subjects. The sa - e objection, we 
C^w.find, was taken to it in Eiij;fand'by the 
ramrt of Dirtotors, an extract‘from whdsp 
despatch* cB the subject is published tp-day 
fWiixptanatloi^ of tbemptive for altering the 
dileds df the* Act so as to cxclildc aliens. The, 
fJMrktlCbof iidS 'rfgDt to Briiisn, sutd^ts, 




AMUitor wto cbnstKcfd^ 
m %ofto6t In 
plication it may j^odtcc 



we b<qd to,1 
.ip'Tthi.ap: 
fiilSiekdc th 


persons who have lost .their oWAnj^onalBy,. 
without being admitted, as ihe^r wM> to-ne* 
into the community pf top British ..paj^on^in 
Whoso allegiance as well as protet^pn topp., 
desire to participate. That ipodpvieni^CiB) 
.shoujd he met by facilitatii^, tlio. . conaittona. 
of naturalizatuMi, especially ip the 
the ArmenUus, and. uncertainties, of cxiwpjgf 
topiares from the uncertain state .of.top' tojll 
niihcjrto should he removed by special CfiRMto' 
;inc)^t i bat to allowi'. ** persons of.-vimtooff' 
nqitpn to acquire and Itpldln .pcjrpetuito, cf 
far any ieim of ycprs, in land,^’,.,itf 

to allow an enemy, secret, or declared, to 
acquire hyBOrchase the ineana. ofeommaodv 
ing the tabor, 'and control]|of the will 
y our own population,R-dhe means pf'^ltouencsw 
ing their, .^otes pt and, indiraotffi 

gi»y.ernws th* I» the .cpee .of ‘ 

gtoat power like . sneh .ap ohyeei 

is merely toeoWwb^i’Bot« P.c«ly AWrtOid 
its. safety. , ind^C.ndenhdun; 
jeopkfdy,. wet4 .toe .stnbjfcts pf A 
Dcighbour allowed free access to all ti: 
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mi fsprciftijr laAhis ino.Ht. i.ni-« 
poa.89.«ingJa,nd,fot 
tliai cifijl.tobe acq.a)r«d onljr hy.tlispoa', 
seijlHlK*)|aAe|';—and the poasi|l>ility may. be 
oliBecIViad, that the wiiole aoriace of ,tbe soil 
tboa become alienated from the natarpl- 
borncAizens, and that these, in consequence, 
laitb all<lboir monicipai privileges i|RtouebSd, 
and tbeir mercantile and ^otlior .moveable 
waallb, not withstand j»g, might all of-tllem 
b«ve notice to quit the la^ <.er their birth, 
issoed at the wdora of thedr foreign and ab¬ 
sentee landlords, . . 

AnoUier Act is .published in the’sb^pc of a 
praft projposed' Vor reebnsidefatiob ' at tiie 
ftrsl Meeting of the Legislative Council after 
the Oih of l^iine next.IfTie ^object of this 
Act is to apply to the C^mmei'cial Code of this 
country, the reciprociu'sj^steiQ with respect 
to UQW p'refailiog in the Conniiercial 
relations of . Great Britain and the United 
States, with many European^ powers and with 
the various South. American' States.—Cb/rulta 
Chto'ier, A^U 2^. 

By a gotvernmefkt nolilioation which we 
pubUshed yesterday, it appears that the Com¬ 
pany have been gracionsly pleased to confirm 
that part of. the Act 3 and 4 William 4. c. 85, 
which permits British enbjects to hold pro* 
berty in land in anypartofitheir dominions, 
in these they, seem <rto have followed tbo 
example of the Negro King, who« we are told 
by travellecs, was in tbo daily habit of. mak.* 
itt^ proelamatiion, that . .the royal appetite 
being ssftisfied, all the sovereigns of .the world 
were welcome to go to dinner. They have 
not forgotten to add yon will take care to 
make snoh provision as may be requtsito for the 
adequate proteotion of the natives of India.” 
We Shalt see whether this provision will make 
any distinction between the anthority noW 
vested in the native landholder, and that 
Which vrill bo conferred upon the European.' 
If it should, the stigma thereby .affixed to the 
British sabjeot,wilibe most unmerited, whilst 
althe saiDO timetbe whole Intention oL the 
Act will ba defeated,«for tuider the present 
rerenno aystem it wdald het impossible for 
tbafandheuder to mako gobd the sums due to 
Government, anlessliO,:lB4bis turn,'wore fur* 
iiislwd with antimrity almost eqaal to >abat 
which is exoroised- upon>ftimself. ' 

'tf the protehtioh and Iniprovqm^qf ot lhe na> 
lives of fndiawere raaXly des|.red, it is’qbvioiis 
ithat ovary enobucagement wbntd be given to 
nhiitisb, subjects who chose to become ^oprie* 
"‘‘■“I'.qf , the soil. To talk, dispossessing ap 
»t proprietor's is a faroe.'They may he ,disr 
Sampd by ,lbo pressure of taxation, as we 
liarj'SOO 1 apd the question then, is wbe^er 
Tqtpge to the sate would acorue from 
i>tOh proprietors by' a pprsoh who 
pu^a system Ihpt hassruiped 

-'.prcaObOiih'^r ^ those who, bringing 
, ancJr^', .lUid (be pccumnlated know* 
pf a tni^^ idfiUzed'coupiry; to bear 
theif nop ;itcqiusiiioo, have the'faii;eet 


prospect of, improving tbe popotry aa 'foU as 
their own. fortunes. It is pot 
great number of Europeans iiffli settle 
neatly in this oountry ; when estatpk ate ip 
be sold, they are much more likely tbsuft' 
native oapilaluts. wbp are seeking for an lii- 
vestipeot, and who attach notions of dlj^tiftyi^ 
to the station of lapdhbidor, thaii to attihct 
British speculators, who are generally anki* 
QOS io leave the country, and iUbVere n^ 
enamoured of Company’s law ap'd revenue 
^stem. If ^hen it should be found that 
Europeans are desirous of purchasing some 
particnlar tracts of land, it may reasonably 
be inferred that they po.sse8S the means cn 
improving them and rendering them vastly 
more prodnotive than lias liiiherto been the 
case. The state will not only be the gainer 
by the direct increase of wealth which these 
adventurers may acquire, but by the stimnluS 
which the right of their success must inevi* 
tably give to (he great body of native proprie* 
tors. The same reasoning holds good with 
regard to aliens wliose fate is not yot deter* 
rained by tho august Company. Even the 
Courier thinks they could not do much harm 
in ** so large a territory ns India, though in 
some- small state (England for example ?) 
they might buy up the whole country and 
turn ont tho ebildren of the soil. This is 
truly an amusing speculation. It. would do 
one’s heart good to find tbe Holy Alliance 
clubbing purses, like Tory boroughmongera, 
to buy up the laud. For our part we would 
willingly give them leave to invest their 
spare funds io that way, and should think 
that all they could obtain would be rather 
a security for their good behaviour thaman 
injury to (he natives. They could not carry 
tho island away to niako the pedestal for a 
new iiQperial statoe, nor even acquire tbe 
ducal privilege of doing what they like witii 
their own, unless their likings happened to 
conform to those of tho parliament. In fact, 
however wise tho policy of excluding foreign¬ 
ers may have beod in the middle ages, when 
every landholder was required to do military 
service, and when every great landholder was 
almost an independent power, it is clear that 
such reatrictions are not applicable to, the 
present state of society, when .(he greatori 
snbjeet is as much hedged in by laws as tbe 
least, and is compellOd to use his property 
within the strict limitS'whiob the refinement, 
of modhrn semiety have assigned to it.*^JS^- 
Kekmun, April 28. 

The Court of Directors have at length coir- 
sented. to permit Europeans to bold lands in 
Incjia,. and have sept out prders bythepyef- 
fpnd despatch to give tbo foreq of law tip 
draft of a Begntatton which was promulmbil 
on this spbJbn( two ytgirs ago. Every W>lj; 
connected iyitTy this great question of In’dtaita 
coIbQizatioQ, is.cnnonsiabd inpIrUpttyp'. - Ti% 
curious to (rape np the reidbtanoe bf 
of Diredtora to tlip, settlement of Sdropeani 
in.India, to thejr darl| ‘ oyead, of 
iqiprlppers, ft JUt VltrlplM, p.erccif«‘,VFip 
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wi^^t.'.KeDttcity the Cabinet nf Leadenliall 
have clung to thU line of policy, 
^OMgh overy shceedaive change in the Court 
of„|>ftectors. It is carious to remark, that 
fq^.after the factory had swelled into an 
^pire, and Uie mercantile character of the 
Company had been merged in their imperial 
attribntes, add the exclusion of Europeans 
from all connection with the soil of India had 
become a glaring anomaly, this jealousy of 
their countrymen still continued to haunt 
their councils. But the oircunistanecs coii- 
nedted with the abandonment of tin's systenr, 
form by far the most curious and instructive 
part of its history. 

The progress of liberal opinions among the 
King’s Ministers, led, as the reader well 
knows, to the insertion of a danse in the New 
Charter, which granted permission to Euro¬ 
peans to settle, and to purchase estates in 
India after the month of April, IB34. An Act 
of Parliament, however omnipotent in. its own 
essential oiiaracter, is of no validity in India 
till it has received the stamp of the local Legis- 
hitiirc, over whose proceedings tlio Court of 
Directors exercise an ahsololc oontrol. But 
these Acts, though not binding on the oOicers 
of Government, are as binding on the Court 
of Directors, as they are upon the Court of 
King's Bench ; and in neither ease iq there 
any option but that of immediate and uucon- 
ditional obedienoc. Yet strange as it may 
appear, it is nut the less a fact, that one of the 
most important provisions of the last Charter, 
has been kept in abeyance for more than three 
years by those to whom the execution of it was 
contided. This would naturally lead the mind 
to the oonclusion that the Court of Directors 
possessed some authority for dispensing, dur¬ 
ing an indefinite period, with Acts of JE*arlia- 
ment; but this is by no means the case ; and 
if the people of England felt any inlerest 
Whatever in the question of Indian colonieaJ 
tion, a hue and cry would long siaco have^ 
been raised on this subject In fact, the guilt 
or innocence of disobedience to the highest 
authority in England, appears to depend much 
on the prevailing tone of public feeling. A 
Jitfndred and fifty years ago, one of osir sove¬ 
reigns assumed this dispensing power, and 
the Nobles and Commons of England not only 
took away his crown, but deprived his family 
iWf the throne. But in fho present inslaneCi a 
owbordinate body, created by the vote of the 


Legislature, has ventured with absolute imp^a- h^raolised i,<iqrardli their tenantry, over itiiiqe 


nity to dispense with an Act of Parliament 
for three entire years; and to dispense with 
it so palpable and deliberate a mode, as if 
Uwas ioteDded to draw tho attention of the 
tblhe transaction. A twelve qidnltis 
a^r the oiders in Parliament ought to htive 
Jifioa made the law of India; the draft of a Ro- 
'iS|d|Atioa embodying this enactment was.pro- 
^miHgatod in this qou'ptiy:—^bul it had soarqely 
^Mn the light befofe'U was" placed in k'siate 
anikhatioh, iW,. Siiecl% brdkrs 
jftwB home. The iransiniUod to 

.pgfand in ;AqgU8ti ti^, aif^f aijriVed, it is 
presumed, sOmC time Itt Jranaary-,’ t8fid; a(t‘e^ 


Which it remfiin^aniiolicedmore than twetUe 
months, forlt'was not Bll Febninry t897,''tiiak 
the Court of Directors' wrote out to their BA-i 
vefnor-Generat in Council granting permls^ 
ston for the enactment of the proposed lte|tit<k 
lation. 1 . ^ • 

The despatch of the Direotors, dealing asiit 
does with an Act of- Parliament of paramotet 
autboiity, is a most singular document. 'Tim 
Court have thecein published to Bie'WorM* 
that the’reasons which induoed Umniteci«i» 
cede the question of European Gol<miBatkmia 
India, wert^he Act of Parliament and tAe re- 
commendaiiau of their own Boards and oMxSf 
Is not this taniamOUiit to giving to the opinion 
of the Bq.mrds a liighcr authority than to the 
orders of the Suprenio Legislature! Does It 
not encourage the idea, that if the advice of 
these local ranrtidharics had been opposed to 
the Act of Parliament, the Act would not bavq 
been carried into execution at all ? It wears 
the unplcasaot appearance of an intention to 
degrade the authority of Parliament. Any 
attempt on the part of the COiirt of Directors, 
who .stand mid-way between the Parliament 
which created them, and thooflioers whom they 
have created, to represent these bodies as being 
in llicir view entitled to e^ial consideration, 
is, to say the least, highly injndiclons. 

Court only injurcHheir own dignity when tti^ 
lower the estidration of that body to whleli 
they owe ilibir existence. An Act of Parlia¬ 
ment is in its nature imperative, and shouiti 
not thus' have been placed in association with 
the reports of Boards, which the Court of Di¬ 
rectors are at liberty' at any time to rsicret. 

The Directors have embraced the opporta«> 
nity of this despatch' to draw the particular 
attention of their servants in India to thatseo- 
tipn of tiMs Act of Porlinment whicli.direots 
that the protection of the Natives should form 
an object of particular soliciltidr. This recom¬ 
mendation would certainly have possessed 
greater weight if the Direotors had not afford¬ 
ed a specimen, in their own conduct, o/ihe 
very iinceremouious mode in which it wUs 
safe to treat Ants nf the Supremo Legislature 
The insertion of this clause appears to be in* 
tended to convey the idea that the colonisa¬ 
tion of Europeans’ is likely to compromise the 
welfare of the people. > But what oppression 
of any of the new European landboldBes oa« 
exceed that which the Native Zemindars have 


they vr'ere .rqised frcM tho condition ofCql- 
lectors of tent,"lo tlial of Proprietors oftfie 
soil ? In the pilrpetna'I settlement no adqqdgtq 
provision was made for the protection of this 
ryuts, and they’ have been ground to the dust 
by oppression. Their coodition does not ad* 
mil of any aggravation Of misery ; 
ropean colonixalion p'rodnecs any ^angcrib 
their condition. It must be for the hotter- Al^ 
«e fedi confident, from the general featurAl'|ff 
the^ European dnkraeier, that under Bt^ih 
Z^ediiodsirs thewij^are of the tenaJitvy wt|lim 
greatly improved; that is to say, «k t&r 
Europcah choradier can be refleetmt faf*'" 
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aAMgcmeikt- til estates.—Friend f/ India, 
MayL ' 

' T]be $riend of India has, we think, taken 
ratlwr a mistaken view of tho object and 
latent'tif the recently enacted law, r 6 .Hpccti.ng 
the power of Europeans, to hold lattds in the 
^nteiior. The act of Parliawent. whmb gave 
that power, could neither he snspendcihnor 
obnlirmod, by any act or omission of the 
Coart of Directors ; the moment it was pub¬ 
lished, in the ollicial.organs of this Govern- 
jiheut, and, strictly speaking, even,before tlial 
publication, ove^y subject of this country 
and every uOicer of the Company, became 
bound by its enactments, and bound to be 
cognizant, of all and every of its provisions. 
Jliltish born subjects could bold lands in the 
JMofussil just as well, and as legally before 
tbe passing of No. IV. of liid7, a.s subse¬ 
quently tlicretu ; but the Court Imvc availed 
themselves of the toritrs of the lastcbaiter, 
toachiiig the laudholdcr.s clause, to piaclise 
a very happy, and ingenious piece of state 
craft, by which the coutcmiilatcd holders, and 
the lands they shall inhabit, shall be brought 
qniotly and coinforlably, within the equal 
dospotisin principle, and made subject to 
justice, equity, aftd good-conscience Law, by 
<he very mcasnie, which the Court will, w.. 
doubt not, vaunt of, and bold up to the admi¬ 
ration of tbe world, as a noble inMancoof 
liberality, and. a direct and irrefragable evi¬ 
dence, that the views and intentions of the 
Court are far moio liberal, and tolerant of 
cnionizsition, than those of the Hritish P.-ii- 
llamcnt itself. Let us then proceed to anato¬ 
mize, ond lay bare, the iageniou.s process 
by which this splendid piece of legislative 
despotism is clfeetcd, under tho di.sguisc of a 
measure of extension of rights. The Act, 0 f 
Parliament, commonly cuiled the last charter, 
say.s, that natural born subjects of the King, 
shall be enabled to bold lands, within such' 
part of tho Company’s territory, as was in the 
ItosscssioD of the Company, in the year 1800. 
Well, wo arc not told why this restriction is 
imposed, nor do we discover why, till wo find 
that this reservation, was made fur the put- 
pose of playing off a state juggle, by ti'liich 
the Act of Parliament is attewptod to be 
evaded. The Court say with groat magna¬ 
nimity, “ This provision is the offspring of 
narrow views, and mean sentiments ; it may 
be worthy of the British Parliament, but K 
is unworthy of us 5 we will, therefore, do 
away with tho unworthy restriction, and pass 
iU.local Law, enabling such parties as tbe act 
.describes, to bold lands anyvhere and in 
.wh.atHocvcr part of our dominions, such pae- 
.ties may Ibink proper, without rcstrioUon or 
.litpitatmp, either of time or place.” Hero we 
.have. magnanimity vkiuse,.and undoubt- 
.ed.ly.vitt exhibits, the exercise a power 
;iS(j|Nieh is given to the Company by the act, 
very pridbabiy so given, with, tbe very 
Jkfi^foew iatention now t^roiight intoopera- 
>^qn. This great:and liberal enaetment esta- 
. rUisbed, nc may congratulate ourselves on 


the sudden change wiim'h has all dn a suddeiiy 
fallen -like Inspivatfidn upon the Cotinoils'tif 
Leadenhall-street-i bdt when A'man throWA 
down a wail of separation and exclusion;' 
before wo oxoU, ictus ^e. sure that be‘has* 
not dug a ditch of inlcrueption, and '■'foolt 
before ns ; or, probably, wo shall dWoovet* 
that all our gain consists, instead of being 
stopt by the wall, lufiud our.seives boggled in 
the mire, Having opened the gate of .all 
India to ail comers, being natural born sub¬ 
jects, they tfcoa proceed, on the pretence of 
that clause of tho charter, whieh directs that 
the local Government shall lake measures for', 
the prolcelion of the ii!)tive.s, to pass a cop- 
current proviso, that all laods so lield and the 
lioldcrs thereof, in respect thereof, shall bo 
and cuntimic subject to the very same laws 
and regulations as the natives thcinscive.s. 
Tfiu.s, by a contemptible inanceuvre, do the 
Court of Directors aticinpt to outdo Sliakc.s- 
peare's witciics ; to do more than keep tbo 
word of prami.se (o the e.ar, and to do more than 
break it to our bopos. This, in our view of 
tl)(i subject, tbe rmii explanation of Ibu 
leecnt mcasuie fur cxlendiiig Ibc right to hold 
|aiid.s in the interior, by Uritisli natural born 
subjccl.s. In this mniioeuvrc, the Court have 
illusliated Ibu uses of an act of Fsirliaitioiii 
mucli in l!ie.sanic luaiinor as the subtle Freneb- 
matidmlined the use of speech. '‘Speech was 
given u.s,” said be, “ to enable us to ounceal 
our tlioiigbts.” The Court says, “ an act of 
Parliament to empower Europeans to settle 
and bold liuid.sin India, is given ns, tocnablo 
us to preveut them from so doing.” 

Tlie sernud clause of the act No, lY. of 
1837, of this Government, is as follow.s:— 

“ And It is hereby onaf ltd, tlial all rules wliich pre¬ 
scribe tiie mniiiier in winch siicli piopcrty »» ii uroresuid, 
may mfw be rcijuired, and held by nutiveg of the said 
tuiiitorius, slnill extend to all peisons, who shall under 
■he antboiity of this act, acquire or hold such property " 

Now no ma.st confes-s, that with the bc.st 
exercise of our judgment, and even giving 
some scope to our imagination, wc cannot 
divine what can Lc the object, or meaning 
of this clause, if it be not to frighten such 
iiaturaLborn subjeots us aforemchlioncd from 
having or bolding lands in the Mofussil. 
We cannot imagine bow it is possible, sup¬ 
posing a transl'er of such lands from a Hiiidou 
or a Mahomedan, to an English, Scotch, or 
Irishman, ail such rules as prescribe tbd 
manner in wliich such property shall beheld 
by Natives, Hindoo or Mussulman, can bo 
brought to bear in the case of Euiopean 
ilritisb subjects. Supposing that an Eoglisli- 
man buys and takes up his residence on bn 
estate iu tbe Mofussil, and that h«' dies intesr 
talc, leaving u family, does this clause mealr, 
that bis property is to be distributed aceqiid- 
ingto the Hindoo Law,^or tho Mahomedan, dr 
both? Under this oiaqso, it must be distrf*’ 
buted according to au tho raids, which presi 
cribe thq manner in wliich properly mby now 
be acquired and held by natives of thes.^ 
territories. How law of any kind'is to bd 
administered or can bo administered under 
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sDiOtl .a position, iiurp^ges our comprehea- 
sion. We, are gtajigored at the luonstroag 
UDiotalliKlbility ef aucb legislation, and wilt 
be Uiaflkful to any of our coiitoiuperuries, 
roadera, or correapondonta, to furnish ua wUli 
a' «|ue wherewith to unravel this mystery : 
we candidly confess our total incapaoitjito 
solve the problem.— Hurkaru, May 8. 

After more than twenty years’ debate, per¬ 
mission has at length been given to Europeans 
to colonize India; and it becontbs a matter of 
some intm'est to enquire how far, under exist¬ 
ing cirouuistanees, they are likely to avail 
tliemsulves of it. There can no longer be any 
doubt that upon their settlement in India ic.sts 
whatever hopes may be formed of the future 
Improvement of the soil. Our expectations of 
any beneficial exertion on the part of the Na¬ 
tive landholders have died away. During the 
period of forty-five years, in which they have 
enjoyed a mure absolute control over the land 
than private individuals have enjoyed within 
the memory of Indian history, they liuie 
scarcely made a single clibrt to improve their 
estates by agricultural skill. Occasionally 
the picture of a lenient landlord has relieved 
the dreary uniformity of oppression wliieli the 
countiy presents, but as regards any real 
improvement of the soil, Bengal has bpen sta¬ 
tionary during this period; and it is to lib fear¬ 
ed that in many parts it has even gone back. 
Neither the estabiishnient of an Agricultural 
Society in the Metropolis of India fur more 
than sixteen years, nor even the translation 
of its Transactions into Iho vernacular lan¬ 
guage, has succeeded in producing any beuc- 
ticial inllucucc on the views or practice of the 
Keiiiiiidars. They still continue toresttheii 
hopes of larger profits on llicir success in 
squeezing the ryuts, and not on the iillprove- 
iiivnt of tlioir estates. It is, lliereibre, to the 
settluniont of Europeans in India with their 
cliaraeteristic energy and skill, that we must* 
look for that progress iu,^griculture, which 
shall enrich, primarily the cultivator, and 
through him, the landlord and the state. And 
the more Europeans can bo encouraged to 
colonize, the brighter will be the prospects of 
the country. The primary obstacle ao their 
settlement in India, arising out of the positive 
prohibition of Government, has now bccu re¬ 
moved. But there are, we fear, other and per¬ 
haps more formidable obstacles to colouiza- 
tion, which will long continue to operate 
against the best interests of this country, which 
wc sball very brieOy enumerate. , 

The absence of any congeniality in the cli¬ 
mate with the Eurupoan constitution, is a sori 
ous objectiou to any scheme of coluaization. 
This may in some iastanees be overcome by 
long rosidenqe ; bat rarely without a saoriliee 
of European habits, and the adoption of Asia¬ 
tic usages i and those bo perpetnalod 
tbroogh.. two three, generations, the fhmily 
of the-coloniat will gradually lose the distin- 
gnisbing features of the Butepean character. 
To a Eucopoan who has coosivud a liberal 
edocation at home, moreover, it is naturally 


« matter of most pateraai soUcitode that his 
children should receive an equally good edO*- 
cation ; but many ywrs must elapse before 
this country can present, any counterpart of 
an English College. And even when sdmi* 
naries equal to those in our Native laml shell 
have been reared, there will still be wanting 
those national associations, which being im¬ 
planted in the mind in citifdhood, noeompany 
us ^irangh life, and impart a hallowed feeling 
to every recollection of onr native laiid. 
These associations the colonist must consent 
to forego, if he domesticates himself in India. 
The attractions must, therefore, be mock 
stronger than they are at present, to induce 
an Englishman to deposit the hopes of his 
family in such aglimate,and amidst associa- 
itons such as this country affords. If a colo¬ 
nist bo desirons, as he naturally onght to be, 
that his family should not sink to the level of 
Asiatic habits, he will find the only remedy 
of this evil to consist in frequent conimunica- 
tinns with England, from which the bodily 
and mental constitution may receive an acces¬ 
sion of new vigour. The ostuhlisliment bf 
Steam packets, on a broad scale becomes 
therefore, a matter of increasing importance 
to the welfare of this country. 

The present state of loual jurisprudence, 
is also such as to deter from colonization. 
We do not allude so much to the piivilogo of 
appealing to. tlio Supreme Uourt, which has 
recently been taken away ; because wlion it 
was enjoyed, it was never appreciated ; and 
nine-tenths of the European community in 
India ** took no nolo of it, but from its 
hm." Wc refer to the whole system of juris- 
pruduneu in thb Mufussil, to the iucllicicncy 
of the local Courts, to the bribery and eorrup- 
Lion of (he Amias, to the delays, the inconve¬ 
nience, and vexation to which a eolonisi must 
h*e subjected in an attempt to support his 
rights in these tribunals. Those who have a 
prospect, oreveu entertain a hope, of leaving 
the oounlry, may confront these difficulties for 
a time, and sustain their minds.amidst daily 
vexatious, with tlic hope of eventually grasp¬ 
ing the prize of independence; hut few men 
would place themselves or Ibeir fainilic.9 per¬ 
manently within the reach of such grievan¬ 
ces. It is therefore a duty on the part of 
Government to introduce such reforms into 
the local Court.* as shall on the one hand pre¬ 
vent the oppression of the Natives by tlie 
lEuropean Colonist,, and oa the other band 
affoid him the best security for the enjoy uiciit 
of |)i» tigkls. 

Added to the grievance of the courts, are 
the perplexities connected with the acquisi¬ 
tion of landed property. Tbore does not per¬ 
haps exist any country in the world, where 
every circumstance conneotod wU^. h-nded 
property is on a more unsound and onsafis- 
factory feoting. Tbrongh the supinenoss of 
the E^opean authorities during ibo last fifty 
years, the natives have had leisure to'mature 
their national et^icanory into » system, the 
bauornlefiectsofwlucll arc in no ease so fti% 
developed as iu regard to Iniidctl property, 
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After, a EurepeftB, far instance, has purchased 
an estate from Government, and faith fully 
paid thpe ootis deration money, his first duty is 
'ti^find l^is purchase. From the Collector’s 
ojSpe he may indeed receive some general iuti- 
insUiag of its locality, but, in the strict sense 
of the word, he does not obtain possession of 
it. On the contrary it is the object of every. 
officer about tbe Court, to prevent bis ki}Ow* 
iug any thing whatever about it, or about its 
boundaries. When he proceeds to enter upon 
the land, be finds half adoeen eiairas advanc¬ 
ed by his aeighboors to varions portions of 
it; the old proprietors vex him with fictitious 
demands, and drag him into the Courts; and 
the colonist who hoped to obtain quiet posses¬ 
sion of an estate, and to m.ake it the scene of 
improvement, finds himself involved in half a 
dozen taw suits, which continue through as 
many years to distract his attention, and to 
exhaust his purse and his spirits. The atten¬ 
tion of Government is particularly needed, 
therefore to correct the irregularities and sup¬ 
ply the deficiencies of the present system of 


blybethat tbe estath Ob which tbh 

his fatbily rested, had faHen into arreV!*>„i>‘ii€ 

had been brought to the hammer. , .. 

Our remarks last week regarding the dis-' 
pensing power of the Court of Oireotocs,.hayje 
called forth tbe remarks of several frientls, 
and of one of our contemporaries.. We 
never supposed such a power to exist in that' 
body, though it has been virtnally exercised . 
for three ^ears. Doubtless an Act of Parlia¬ 
ment is binding in the East from the rooroent 
fixed for its"taking effect; butintbe prcseiu 
’case, this singular anomaly has been presented 
to tbe mindt that for three yea's after the 
maturity of the Act, a variety of RegulutioOs 
which had been framed expressly to prohibit, 
tliat which it was tbe intention of the Act to 
allow, were permitted to remain on our oodc. 
These enactments, should nut have been 
allowed for such a length of time to stand in 
hostile array against each otiior. To the 
most cursory observer, it was moreover evident 
that tbe conduct of the executive government 
! in India in reference to the purchase of lands 


—_:_ ij iumu *11 iBiciBuuo lu iiic iiuiuniisc laiius 

MMtrfn********”***** of estates sold by public; by Europeans was regulated rather by the 

idea that the Court of Directors had nut yet 


anolion. 

fiat the greatest difficulty in the question of 
Indian colonization is to retain an estate after 
it has been pdrebased, found and improved. 
OoveruaeDt have declared in the Regulations 
that every bigah of land in India is hypothe¬ 
cated to tbe State; and that if the interest of 
the bond,—that is, the rent of the land—he 
not paid up punotually, month by inontli, they 
are at liberty to foreclose the mortgage, and sell 
the estate, for whatever it will fetch. Should 
there be no bidders to an extent sufficient to 
cover the arrears of revenue, the State will 
purchase it for a rupee. However vexatious 
this course may appear to those landholders, 
who desire honestly to transmit the Goverp- 
laeut share or the produce to the public exche¬ 
quer, the moral character of the great body of 
Native proprietors gives tiie authorities no 
choice between this procedure, and the entire | 
sacrifice of the revenue. Government arc ob¬ 
liged in the case of the land revenues of India, 
to legislate in reference to the worst portion 
of their subjects, and unfortunately this is by 


issued their final orders on the subject, than 
by the fact that Parliament had passed an Act 
regarding it, from which there cuuid be iiu 
appeal. 

However unseemly the delay in carrying tlio 
Act of Parliament into cxeculioti may appear, 
we think that the public have obtained a satis¬ 
factory compeiisatiun for it, in the superior 
privileges which have now been conceded to 
the colonist. Many, indeed, will feel dispusml 
to attribute this delay to the imperfection of 
the Act rather than to any indispo-sitroii of the 
Court of Directors to admit Europeans to set¬ 
tle in Ipdia. The Ant, by a strange ovci sight, 
gave permission to Enropoans simply to hold 
lands fora term of years. This might have 
been interpreted to signify either tliat they 
were not to be allowed to bold lands in the 
permanently settled districts, or that the per¬ 
petual settlement in llengul, Uehar and Oiissa 
was to bo set aside, whenever a European 
happened to purchase lands in cither of these 
|proviiic«>s. This anomaly the Court of Direc- 
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a be most numerons class. .^1'® *‘®”**^ ?''®'tors have now corrected by allowing Europeans 
inoonveniences, arising hold estates either for it tormof years, or in 

* pe«'P®l“‘ly ttocordiog to tlio tenures of the 

never would pay a stiver of the publie dues if t,,/ ^^^y purchase.-/^riend of India, 
there was any ebance of evading or postponing; II ' ' • 

payment. We state this fact, not to censurei: J' 
tbe arrangements of Government, which have 


been dictated by stern necessity, but to shew 
liuw diffinuUit will be for eolonists of honour 
and integrity to settle in a oount^, where all 
tbe rules which refer to the question of land, 
nj:$Jbase4 on. a mistrust of the native landed 
pcop|t^rs. In these sircumstances, a Euro- 
js$l^atst coiiid scarcely venture to quit 
Wl At the risk of losteg all tire 
BiffAnr fui;4Adiutrjr, i^y the first, calamity of 
^e spasnos, nvep supposing there to he no mis- 
ettodndt on tbh imirt,of his agents. The first 
ihtettigenco wbieffi he' might loceivc, i( he pro¬ 
ceeded for a season to England, would proba- 


Look! anewUwoftlie land andsoJfiUle—Oh! my 

Early Lessons in Urevily. 

To tha Esitob of the Benqal Hurkauu. 

Sir,—PTA ea you do nof wo/f hnomyvurm^H 
meaning, Ul others gueas it: —tl|is is a soun^ 
maxim for Governors ^who lopk pae w^, 
tbo.ngb obliged to row another, and who pass 
a law tb^ do not like. Use vague and large 
terms and keep ‘the interpretation ,in foeg, 
own' hands. Fraus htet tn, gefktr^Um, saidi 
the Scitoolmcn ; certainty to a eet^ain intent in 



EUROPEANS PERMITTED TO 

eifrif, particular is unneeessari/, q noth Sir fid> 
wq'rd Coke in treating of the notable science, 
of special pleadin;^, it is cnongh to have 
certainty to a common intent in general. Short< 
ness in laws is highly productive of this last 
degree of certainty, which, as every body must 
seCj^^iseonvenient enough to the—law-makers. 
The true principal in India is, that no body 
has any occasion to understand a law if the 
Oonncll does. Where the legislative power 
is the same thing as the executive, and the 
jndicial is absolutely dependent ipi the latter, 
the ultimate censtruction of all law must 
plainly reside with the State. 

The Court of Directors have ordered the 
local Government to publish, and the local 
Governnient have published accordingly Act 
No. IV. of 1837: they had better have put it 
in the Balaam box. If we had merely to deal 
with the old race of legislators, deriving au 
thority from the Company only, we should not 
have so much cause to be surprised at imper¬ 
tinent usurpations of authority, and less op¬ 
portunity of amusing ourselves with the lan¬ 
guage of law. But it is never to be forgotten 
that we live in the midst of a regenerating race 
of law-givers, who are to reduce the wording 
of taws to an old simplicity, while they under¬ 
take at the same time to adapt them to a state 
of Society that has neither the advantages of 
early simplioity uor those of advanced civili¬ 
zation. 

The sole secret of our law-givers to out do 
others in manner, is brevity, which is the cloak 
not merely of indolence in their case, but of pro¬ 
found and consumate ignorance of their busi¬ 
ness. Asliorteriticisniof Act No. IV. will make 
this a plain matter oven to their partizans. I 
presume that every body knows that sigee the 
last Cbartortothe Company every subject of his 
Majesty, wherever born, could acquire and 
bold lands for any term of years in the terri¬ 
tories of hie Majetly (farmed to the East India 
Company) and acquired by the national arnu be¬ 
fore 1800. i presume almost every body 
knows also, that the corporation of the East 
India Company advanced for years the impu¬ 
dent pretension that, independently o6a right 
to the rcimbnrsement of their capital stock, 
these territories were THEin PBOPeaTY. Men 
will hardly learn this distinctly and clearly 
from the canning and one-sided narrative ar- 
gninentation the late Mr. James Mill has been 
pleased to call a history, in which history there 
is a double end, the last contradicting the first, 
because he began to write na n historian {ja 
far as saoh a man conld conceive his vocation) 
and ended it as a paid advocate of the worst 
sort, and of the worst and most sordid corpo¬ 
ration existing in England; but those wbo 
rekd aad j'odge for themselvhs, even by road¬ 
ie this miscalled histbry, and witbont eon- 
M'itlngtbe. original di|thorltles,, which be has 
fh'moire than one Ihisfahoe suppressed, will 
IRtd oht; that' this pretention of idominton 
i^hidh we suppose nd'one''will how gainsay 
ut if wc call aa impudeiiit pfiptension, arM, to 
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the last obstinately adhered to by tho East 
India Comapnny. 

It may well be Said so : the title of the last 
CHA«TBn OF Faetootf, is an Act for effeet- 
i-ngan arrangement with the East India Com¬ 
pany, and for-the BSlrTBK GovERNHetfr fit his 
Majesty’s Indiah TEaaiToaiEs. By that Act 
as we have said, any subject dfflis Majesty, 
even, an Englishman, might bold land any 
where in any part of India possessed by Eng¬ 
land, before 1800 ; let ns see tile practioable - 
eominont of His Majesty’s Indian Govern¬ 
ment modified by that of the East India 
Company, and now under the guidance of 
that wise servant of his Majesty, Lord Auck¬ 
land. 

Act N#. IV. OF 1837. 

1. It is hereby enacted that after the 1st 
day of May nex. it shall be lawfci, for any 
subject of His Majesty to acquire and hold in 
perpetuity, or for any term of years, property 
to land, or any emoluments issuing out of 
land in any part of THE TERRITORIES OF 
THE EAST INDIA COMPANY!!! Why, 
we thought they were His MAJESTY’S 
INDIAN TERRITORIES, vested in the 
East India Company for a term of years with an 
express condition thkt this Company shonld set 
up no claimof dominion,advance no pretension 
to any profit, beyond the payment of the divi¬ 
dends on their capitalbtock, and that seeing the 
terms of the bargain was sure enough, we now 
find, however, under tho authority of the lan¬ 
guage of a LAW, emanating from the workmen 
of a CODR, and men, who legislate for the per¬ 
petual generations to come, of one Hundred 
millions of other men, and who measure their 
words with such care that they will not spare 
one, even to be understood, wc find, Isay, 
that no, Englishmen, arc living in the tbkri- 
ToaiKs OF the East India Company !—Tiio 
sceptre is disjoined from the Crown, and the 
^Scribe and the Pharisee and the Publican, 
are set in the high places between the King 
and tlie people; between the one nation and. 

the other there is a corporation of-the nsii- 

al integrity. 

After this extravagant blander in tbe first 
section of this Act, it seems hardly north 
w.*iile to oriticizo the second; but that too 
would have been unique in its way, nnless 
we bad had experience of philosopkioal law¬ 
givers. *' 11. It is hereby enacted that all 
gules which prescribe tbe manner in whiob 
Buoh. property as is aforesaid may now be ao- 
qnired and held by Natives of the said terri¬ 
tories, shall extend to all persons, who shall, 
under the anthority of tbu Act, acquire or 
hold such propel ty!'! !'^ 

May we bo defended against holding each 
property, UNDEa the AOTHoatTY of ms Act I 
What ALL the rules which apply to Natives ? 
Shall an Englishman then, have the rales of 
HindoH soeoession, the rales of Mabomed^a’ 
succession, tbe roles of partition in both easefi 
applied to him, aa,weli as the law or Eqoiiy 
AND 0000 COliSCIfiNCS? 
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Or is it aafiAnt, that #c should iMfpty Ilia* 
“only such rnles as apw-y, “ shall extend" to 
£ng:lish folders I That is perha^is what is 
iiiehnt. and itis precisely what is ndtsaid,’ 
pre{(Dant exaiupic of the consoqaonoos oi the 
a^eotion of broyity in laws. To be brief in 
lifriling laws men must understand the sub¬ 
ject matter, be singid-minded and straight¬ 
forward jjQ'purpose^ despising intrigue, defy¬ 
ing intlueuce and dictation, to escape c‘oo> 
tempt themselves. 

Owr Law-makers have not a eoihmon know¬ 
ledge of the meaning of words. The second 
section of this Act No. TV. expresses every 
thing they do not mean to express, nothing 
that they dot it expresses ^mt all the rules of 
Hindoo and MahomedaTi law relating to suc¬ 
cession, shall.apply to Englishmen, eli the 
eompiicated rules relating to regulated par¬ 
titions of natives estates under the authority 
of Regulations. It docs not exprett that ail 
rules relating to the payment of revenue and 
sales of property in case of default, shall ap¬ 
ply but by a general implication involved In 
the blander of the whole generalization. 

The entire secrets of our iaw-givers arc to 
be summed up in two words which constitute 
their claims to rulfi us and their titles to piii- 
)o.sopiiy, Biikvitv and UarFoaMiTV. They are! 
prigmal at least as legi.slatorg, uniformly 
dark, and brieOy nonsensical. 1 can give a 
specimen both of brevity and nonsense, from 
an auction cat.ilogoe which is quite as good 
as specimen of style as our law. 

" FOK SALE," 

0 

Jack, a bull-JorrIcr, exeellent for cats 
single-handed..” Now wliat docs this mean f 
It does not mean that the cots think Jack ao 
excellent dog, or that he is a good dog for 
them, they arc of a contrary opinion—It 
means that Jack let alone, kills cats very 
quickly—which is preci.sely, what i.i out ex¬ 
pressed by .reason of brevity. I wish our law¬ 
makers could learn and would attend to tbe 
Cat’s opinion. 

Not’s Veurons. 

Ifuri. May 11.] 

We sliall perhaps: offer a few remarks 
on this subject to-oiorrow or the next day. 
We have no leisure to-day and do not wish to 
delay the appearance of this letter.— Ed. i 


The JTarkamand the I’rieHd oflnJmBod 
fddlt with Act IV. of 1837, the former as de- 
reotivoito words, and thereby seeming to 
iMpOihootlditionswhicIi cannot be intended ; 

8 piece of arrogant legislation, 
by tbeCoort of Diirectors with affec- 
JifJHletitUty. T^e friend of India sesmatt) 
pg»4 tMs< Aet a» 8 |woof that Rie Court 
nssnine Ibeirieomettt to be necessary to render 
an Act of Pariiament operative in this conn- 
try. Wc can perceive no roason for sach a 


conjecture. The Company’s Ooventnienl haa- 
not exceeded Its 'provineCi'nor loadbd the 
Indian Statute book With ttnoeoestary^ ingfis*^, 
lationin this instance. The Aetof Patliamebt' 
(Sec. 83), only gave a British subject lilte ri^ht; 
of bolding lands'* for any term of years* fn 
such part or parts of the territories ha lie 
.shall be 30 authorized to reside in.” Here is 
a double restriction, the tenure of a *' term of' 
years," and the right of residenoe, whicfh iWa 
preceeding Section (78) is restricted to “ Snob 
of the said twritorles as were under the Go¬ 
vernment of the said Company on the Istd^ 
of January, I8f>0, and in any part of the ter¬ 
ritories ceded by the Nabob of the Carnatic, 
of the province of Cuttack and of the soltlc- 
mciits of Singapore and Malacca.” But in the 
same clause (83) there follows a proviso: 

*' That nothing herein contained shall be 
taken to prevent the sajd Governor-General 
to CouDcii from enabling, by any laws or r^ 
gulations or otherwise, any subjects to his 
Majesty to acquire or hold any land or rights, 
interests or protits, in or oat of lands in any 
part of the said territories, and for any estates 
of terms whatever.” 

Hence it will be observed, that it was left to 
the Indian Goverumeot to extend tlie privi¬ 
leges of British subjects in regard to the bol- 
diug o) lands, beyond the above limits of ter¬ 
ritory and “ for any estates or terms whatever." 
This has been done and no more by the Act in 
question, which declares that “ it shall be 
lawful for any subject of His Majesty to acquire 
and Aoid in perpetuity or for any term of 
years property in land, or any emoluments 
issuing out of land in any part of the teirito- 
rics of the Cast India Company." The Uur~ 
/tarwj exception is to tbe wotding of the ser 
cond efause : 

" And it is hereby enacted, that ail rules 
which prescribe the manner in which such pro¬ 
perty as is aforesaid* may now be required, and 
held by natives of the said territories, shall 
extend to all persons, who shall under the 
authority of this act, acquire or bold such 
property/ 

By wbic'h, observes our morning contempo-. 
rary, it might be implied that an Englishman 
baying land would subject his property to be 
administered according to Hindoo or Mahom? 
medan law at his death. We shall not attempt 
to defend the phraseology of our Indian legis¬ 
lators who have earned a reputation for bro- 
vi^ at the ex pence of their perspicuity. We 
think, however, the objection taken in this, 
instance is of no real importance, and that no 
real dll&culi^ of interpretation will arise out 
of tiie faulUness or ambiguity of expressioife. 
here pointed ont. « 

A eorrespondeot of th^ HiirLiru .to*day,.unf>' 
der the signature of Nous VsnaoNs, takes a 
very jusf cxceptidb to another expression in 
tbe Act quoted above—" the territorin of the 
Efut India Company'’ This is a common mode 
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M^fiirdiBffof ActjV.af 48^;p4pa}d hA«e r^o ifainisolf, a 
(as in the 1st clauap of tite.i^ 9 ffi 4||4 Aet) “ tlip be ashamed to acknowledge b 
tacritories” ta t^e pifufttftiwt tmder iiiin, <?«-, ty., , 3 .flp jPeM epfewaiib -fiC'PJiir.pronlinii:- 

vernmem of the ^t ;fadk Ooippppjv'W RprasiifA jonrp^dr jnliiph e<»»ls»i«l»...bn eJtttbct 

Ctil, Courier^ May U* . ..|ffpin ,tlWft,ii#Mip«reil; of *n Arti;,*®, sep-Mf* 

, , V Wi|Ham>>4Yie.rtUoB»eftt,i>y wJ»oh welptffi^ 

, , —., tfiat amo^ ^iihi^f^aAlpiOnjPPrforjmanepi^ thA 

The Courier ooncarsip thpdensare.passed ar/i«j(o.wjd 4 /*^,bt^ilwiy A.oaveyAli>4ncperson 
by oar correspondentNousVBRttoNS, upon the from-the part of .the<hpnsp« . with- 

sovereignty ossumptian eiatipo of AetNd. 4, out bmag 0 bserveid;.hf . ihe aadionoa.” . Hern 
of 1837, butourcontemporarydoes'iiptappear, then is no. ntahilHUy*ifi iheiv.-eapresston. 
to agree with him in his furthor,* in bur miad The apihigoity liles in ,the v.pejrfPrmatlKse. 
veryjust, aniinadversions upOn the . aecond. This, Al^./Wfinams cajis.4^0 CahaUstical 
eiauseofthis new speeimen of legislative akiii. Vpyage/' we.ptast bppllowed to. detigneitw 
tiur contemporary may perhaps recoileet that the now aet,tlie CphitHstieel. TonnW*. mftj 
a few days ago; wo inVtted our eo-labOorers der which “ a Jiying. per#oi|ijmay. rpnioveu 
of ilic Press, ns our readers, simple and gen- to any part of India, and hold lands, subject 
tic, a.s the old story books .say, to kindly pf- to off codesof eoiitra^ctory lawfe, wlthout'his 
ford us their assistance i-n eiitninating,” as being able to difieolfhr any-OnOPf them.’' Mr, 
the learned jG!«p/fs/i»»ba and Mrs. Malaprop' Withailis w-i’ll fawgjve os Vhen'-sfft declare' 
would sny, thereby meaningeiieitii\g,”.-> that he is ontdene-hy. lhe-<liegi«lati¥e -Board, 
though, by the way,Ciinunaiion,” means who wilivdtownue^,*-.iifce"iiim$-we" have no 
*' the net of bnnlshihg”—in clioiting some doubt, to' bdrroiv Me words pinee more, treat 
intcliigiblo meaning from the words which ns with '^a’-wariedy pf oUtbr^dcohptiOtis, tdo 
compose the second clause in Aet No. 4, of numerons-for.iasei^oairwroj” - ’>■ ' 

18.37; but our request lias not been respond- '■ ’ < ■ ' '' ' ' 

ell to, and our contemporary, instead of eX- But to bo serious,—for in sooth our'suhjcct 
(daining the latest sense, and laying open is rather matter for tAdaneholy than mirth,— 
the hidden and recondite intent a*d object we must repeat our former observation, that 
of this clause, contents himself with thinking I the only objoettbat Wo cad discover'in tliia 
that no real dilliculty of interpretation will act; i.s to dieter Barropeans ’frbni ibatchasihg 
aii.se out of Iho faultincss, or ambigiihy of roKhddio^qtmd lb the uitdrior'df'btdia.' We- 
expression, in this part of Uic act. Now, for read wheb S(di»ioi-boy 8 , Of tome pure despot, 


our own pans, whatever ambiguity there may who mas aecastoinod to prdmif%ate fm laWs" 
be in the intention of the framer of this law, ruy .hanging titero op; writtim At-arndH tsantTi'• 
as to its operation, we cabttot fCf the life, ofi-awipt, on the top nf a hffbspiMafv »o th-xt np*' 
us discover the least ambiguity in tbe ex- body. ooulA read tl(em',KiA<(tay» When tefCs- ? 
prc.ssion. Tiie words are as direct and po,si- copes were not. This was sttfllOioiif]|' pFOv^^<t 
live as words can be. “ And it M hereby ing to be sure, though it was jogeolottSi^' 
cnacU-(l, that all rule.H whivh presodbe the^ what. was. the. ingenuity of such a contr'l- 
inannci in which such property as is aforesaid vaticc, to the skill which dq f^lonila^s^ 
may bow bo acquired, and held. by natives that they are direct and positive in theh ex* 
of the said territories, shall extend to all per- .pr«8sioii,,hwtaro utkrly bbtatelil^tc! jaft 
sons wHhfihalJ, under the authority of thik ‘prwsticai purpose#; either l^tt><»’fnldoers;dP 
act, aotfurre orhold such property," Hero those, wild are tol«*ey.tkoto. < H 
surely IS ho'mnbiguity tnthe cdpresstda ; tt,is .'Rfceiy .is t$aid,^ihat4Hi dti#0|j«aiUhfb4 
directly laid down by this clause,that whOeyhf pew |aw, are merely faeUous thht aJUioagh 
lioids land under the act, shall be'liable^TdkTits meaning be' unialt^l&ihle at present, yet 
,*^“‘**, If**^*. toow ISiT lAadf ,pHl r 

sCrfbe the mode and tnap^wf hohlingland by [expiaip q«ejty!,vt)|inr,“',f#d;,ffciW, .wb .'kfo- stiif'^ 

i Obf^Ahe^eart-before ito! 

the'difflculty of andersta'ndin# the ui|Daifiitg|hhrspsyAtenL.ai«^^^,opffiipb^. wh^ by tfcter, 
of this clause arises froiu ■ eerfkfp^ bktrlitific tmronov of Ju-fioiiv,, tfaa eoal^ifi wit. and , 


ortiris ^ause arises from eemf^ tSgepey.td Vi|f^y.,tii*#pg|c:Ofifit, ea<t 

causes, that render itssbcing prattwchbiy'ieif.^' ^Uy,.wfaj«^As^ I»;eat44 

nod into operation, ^bsplqtoly iranpsfib^; cnii' - 


A4)d,tj4*!^^!y'^.v.4bPb euerttsm-iblliiiiif:;- 


i^ssed^fey 
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. No. 7. 

ilhisiied my aketelca re|(ftrd<ng the 
birth] eduoRtioa, kumttktii, luid marria^^ of 
tbb (liiKiooii, I ftbooid now offer an ojupoHilton 
oftbeir onstoma and oeroftionies Tcfaiiv/e tp 
denih. Wbi:D any reH|>0etab1e natiyo is ffan- 
j;rroasi) ii), the members of his fhmiijr never 
allow .-vn Raronpan doctor to administer any 
medicine to him. nof woald they sanction a 
Bonsaiicc qnnck |>rescriUins any poisonous 
pills from a conviction that their putsuinf; a 
diffuient line of rondnet would contribute to 
doj^rivc the patient oi overf felioity hereafter. 
This notion has been g'encrated for « oonsider* 
abio time solely through the iiifluenee of Bra- 
iniiiical dogmas, and so much are the natives 
biassed in favour of it, that they would rather 
suffer their pareuts, sons, brothers, and dearert 
relations |o be tom asunderVrom their bosoms 
by the Diorciless hand of dearA, than venture 
to exercise any discretion in following a 
different course. To die in the Ganges amidst 
shouts of horee holes is the highest virtuous 
aspiratiou of every Hindea, and it is for this 
purpose that many of the old and infirm reside 
in such places as are contiguous to tli«/ i-ivcr 
or go to that holy city—Benares, where nil 
iJmt deport this life become deifed! ! ! 

Among ail respectable native families, dying 
at hemOi or any were except on the banks of 
the Ganges is consldored the most dJsgiauoful 
thing. It not only affects the piety of the 
person whoso died, but reflects great dishonor 
on bis family. When a native does not (what 
they cal!) gt‘t theOangee on the occasion of his 
death, the men, women, and children of (he 
whole ncighbouibood speak of noUiing hut ol i 
tiiat for some time. One neighbour asks a' 
second in a low whispering voice “brother; 

have you heard that—-did not die in the' 

Ganges?" “ Oh yos", says the second, lifting 
the paiut of his right hand in the attitude of 
cauliutiing the interrogator, “ I have heard 
every thing of that sad bircnokstancc. But 
.slop! atop! we'il be overheard. It appears 
to me that——must have neglected wor* 
shipping the Biamint or performing ail the 
noojahs with a pure heurt, else he would Dot 
have died such an igndUf death.'’ “ Oh very 
true, brethren,'^* mutters a third, drawing near 
fiiem. “ 1 think’*, adds be, “ that —^— muss 
have some aversion to drinking the water con¬ 
secrated with the dust of Bramin’s feet, or 
Tailed4a fasij,Bgaad observing all the ceremo- 

of Oni nation. The family of-— should 

w soiaeyiing in expiation of—-sin," Talk 


• < I. 

' |f be bo old Wi d buHamf' four or fioe hir- 
todnim (a iort of solemn ransioUina and aong- 
store) «f« generally *employod in leading the* 
prOolissioa. These iirnmmM boat miMoai 
laatramonts called leholes and khusteis and cry 
heree boh I oh horee boh I as they move along 
with grave stops. When toe dying ma« 
reaehos the flanges shore, be is requested by 
his surroHuding friends and relations to open 
his eyes and see the holy river. If the cobe- 
rages opine that there will be some delay for 
his death, he is then removed from the open 
ail and kept in a shaded comfoi table place. 
Every visitant that comes in to see asks him, 
“ how are you t Can you recognize me!" and 
the dying native, if able o speak and not in 
a delirious state, makes proper replies to the 
respective qiiostions. Amidst tbia scene of 
grief and lamentation, the son is obliged to 
obtain from his expiring Hither nn oidcr tor 
performing bagtoronee, wbieh is eclchrated by 
mattering a few muntHrs and disfuising of somo 
rice, cowries, cows, Ac. to the priests. The 
object of it being his father's crossing (when 
dead) by laying hold of the tails of oows, tlio 
rivulet Bagtorouee situate near the palace of 
Juma or Qod of Death. As soon as this gasp¬ 
ing creature evinces indioations of approach¬ 
ing dissolution, he is carried down to tho river 
with as much expedition and huiiy as possi¬ 
ble. The great toes of his legs are immeised 
ill the water, and he himseli is ptaecd upon 
clay and dirt. His friends, son, and relations 
put the drops of holy wstci into his moath, 
and rend tho spot with dicadful erics of horee 
bole, and fifty other obstreperous sounds of a 
like nature, until the dying man has gone to 
“ that bourne whence no traveller icluins." 
The corpse is tlicn rubbed with riatified but¬ 
ter, washed in Ganges water, and diessed in 
a new cloth. 

•I 

The haggard-looking moordaferasltes, the 
assistant, deputies, and .s.'ivaiits of Kama, the 
Llewellyn of the natives, nowdiag thoii inac¬ 
tive clumsy feet at a snail's pace, covered with 
rags and walk near the dead body with ekthtms 
of ganga (hang) in tiieir hands, someUmes 
disclosing their ugly blakito jaws for a ca- 
cbinnaUon,and sometimes casting ayoand wild 
glances. They soon busy themselves in dig- 
(png a cboohe, or a hole whereupon parts of 
toodree (heritJeca minor) and sometimes of 
sandal wood are arranged in such a inauner 
as to hold tho corpse in a separe way. 

The dead body is always placed on the pile 
’ with the face upwards. The bead should also 

* a _ ■....lA _ 


m this nature is often to be bpard en occaojona ‘ be laid towards the nonto, and the hands and 
such aAAli^lto, and no subjects can be mqre the l«|to hfe ktopt'in a teontraoted form. Small 
fertile of animated discussion than those liiat bitoorgold, silver, Pepper, rapetii,&c. arc pul 

wtoltoV fmlwA ■ ladxMmdlsAwwfli I S_ A fcc ^ a I. _■ 


nr#mptoaedtod Mtob false invtdiomidlstiaatians 
qadtoiBtorstitioas usages. * 



in eoatMtot with the month, nostrils, eyes, ,{uid 




* Biadoos ara ail divided into two re)i|dOM mets, viv. 
ittitonu and uelau. The formet being ^ worshipimn 
of Krithna sod the latter of Eim, 
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laiR, be of the doeoaiied, the hoir tit la^f 
tlivcHre «»on his mouth a handful of tlghted 
utrtw, after atitiloK lome apeiU wHh thi 
priest, and walking three tiimaa ronnd the pile 
witfi hss faee averted* Otber'^peisons thhn 
sipon the funeral pile ejUrtfled hatter, 
indim pitch, and seme cnmhasUhle aabstaBoe 
te a Ipeedy baming, piercing the body 
at Mderyale with long pieces strong wood, 
severing the bones and points from ea«sb other 
and thiowing hack into the flames all the dis¬ 
jointed parts ot Hesh and grease, diivoo awt^y 
ironi the thoolee by the forOc of tbefiie* Wbei^ 
the whole body, with the exocptioo of the 
abdomen is consumed, the blaze is eatiO' 
gnished. The inhoicnt part is put into an 
earthen pot with some clay, and a person is 
deputed to put It into the river going knee 
deep in the water. It is supposed, that devils 
and evil spirits wait to devoni it, and that if 
It bo flung at a distance it can never escape 
tlieir clutches. Alter this ceremony is con¬ 
s'! uded, all the attendants thiow water on the 
tno with hopes of being handsome, and puii- 
fying themselves with bathing in the Ganges, 
and leave the Stuhan (burning place) crying 
koret hholr, hm rr bhote 1 As soon aa they reach 
home, every one of thorn has to chew some 
<loll,n^taIcavet,ioaahfii piece of lion, and hold 
lus hand upon fiio at the gate. Letters ate 
written by the heir at law to all those lelations 
of his who have not hoaid of tins news, and 
they who conic to pay him visits console him 
and the family in the following way “ Oh 
this world is a vast scene of delusion I Parents, 
sons, relations, and friends are all false 11! 
Nobody is nobody 1 It is thereforo, sain to 
weep. Weeping will not moreover bring the 
deceased bark. Tbo world is goveined by 
picdcstination. Man is born to die on a cer¬ 
tain day, and it does not lie within th^power 
of any one to undo what God has command 
cd lo be done.” 


a WriAtf ib« day uf the death up to the leadti 
dgy, the heir a^ lav alters to tlie deceased t#M 
or a medley of riee, plantains, clarf- 
fled batter,lf»gar,hatiey,s<Miroard8, and leaves 
of the tooUix tiee, f(titn«a Idea that this mix¬ 
ture tend# ip futtutl H# eool* V the dejpeayed 
leaves auy finale ghepflrfo«ns,l. ei^ 
mony called €%otib»le for jniejalv«tieit,orflMc. 
father on the fourth day. Anera roonih ail 
tbo tnembers of the family get their nails eut, 
beards, and heads dressed and mustaelHW 
shaved. The females ont their nails;, cleaning 
their legs with giavei Snd water and adorning 
the sides of their soles with the red streaks 
of Alta. 


The person who throws a handful of lighted 
slinw on the lart oi the diseased is obliged to 
lehiiquish for a month his usual bed and mcnl 
lie isproventrd iiom cutting nails, shaving his 
head, putting on shoes or sandals, taking fish, 
sweatnieats, vegetables of foreign pimies, and 
luxuiiant curries—his food being merely a 
little quantity of tab|e riee, dhoil, one or two 
plantains or rdo ahloos boiled by himself, pr 
by any member of the family closely allied tp 
him. This food is prepared every day In new 
pots upon three new cooes of clay, lighted 
with oocoannt leaves, &o. He is also allowed 
to take sugar, a few selected fruits, olarifled 
butter, and to drink milk. Be generally sits 
upon small pieces of carpets, and sleeps nponi 
blankets laid uponai raw* l%e olothet whioh! 
he is allowed to wea« most he meanwhile 
nlothes, and not to be washed for a monlib. He 
has also to pat on a fUmdur upon his bmpst In 
P®‘4ay, Jutving ms iron key tied 
with ft, le order to be saved from the attacks 
of evil spirits, The other members of the fa¬ 
mily observe these enstoms In proportion to 
the degree of oonsangaiiiify extsling between 
ihcm and the deceased. «!:' ' 


On riiedlst day the heir-at-law pei forms 
what is oaUed earWwd. He first of all holds 
his hands jipen foar pots oontaining fire and 
ashes, a few tPunfers with the priest for the 
purgation of the sins he might have unconsci¬ 
ously committed during his inoarning in kill¬ 
ing bugs, gnats, mosquitoes, ants, &e. that 
disturbed him in his sleep, A quantity of gold 
is disposed of to the Bramins, and the snn is 
duly wotshipped as additional measures for 
his expiation. The ceremony denominsted 
TUaikanchone it, then celebrated by giving ru7, 
gold and brass potstiotlie Bramins, on aocnnnt 
of the spiritual wellare ofitbe deceased. If 
the hWr at law bo rioh, he makes a fhuba. that 
is, invites all his relations, friends, Cooleens, 
and learned PottdHs, to osSemblo in a large 
compound of liis bouse, where several bands 
ofkutoonayr are requested losing while be 
disposes of some cots fitted with beddiug, 
several ai tides of brass and silver, sill kept 
theie methodicajly for that purpose, and some 
times an elephant, ahorse, a carriage and a 
boat. The Bramins Sre of coiiise llic only per¬ 
sons who aie entitled to receive those tningv. 
Aflci this a hrov cait, oi a wooden rcpiosen- 
tfltion of n man holding upon liis head, llio 
fnim of a cow, and a small building, by which 
i{ is perhaps meant the heaven, is brongiit id 
along with font heifers and one bnliork, and 
the priest flinging moie flowers and mafcibg 
his baboo utter some ninnteru orders the bul- 
lock to bo branded with red hot iioo; which 
order being executed, another ceremony, that 
is the $hrau<t. is peiformcd for the express pur¬ 
pose of the salvation of the deceased, and is 
repealed every jCarin conformity to the in* 
junctions of the kbaster. Three or four feast# 
are then given to the Bramln’# friends, rda- 
iions, aequafntauees, Und persons of otHe# 
oeseriptiona, knd on the oeeasion of one of 
these feasts theHr^seniftt mentioned befwa 
is put upon the ahbuidei’s Of fwo men, and 
taken to the sbrifid (o be flxed there, followed 
by some kirtomaM and U procession chiefly 
consisting of the famtW of the heir at law, all 
dUnhed with 'turmeric powder and oil, Una 
orylog likb' lUailiao# korte bote I hortel^h! , 


The ridi’babeMi of Calototta expend vaH 
samsormonwImebSMiHb. Nambers 
yefres are wedged together in the eompeuiMls 
of some honsOs oU the beating ofatom-tdiny 
, and rupees arO kUUtnrainatel^ disinbiried to 
I then. Many a person of low and knvtle nahin 





THil iilNtJU. 


crWnrtiji jti'tlw dijguf&c o^iAhmyatee for iSS! 

on«sy, aoil lhe result o«|%tjtroaiorWtjta|wlS^-^ 


'ji^e of tnkilis this money, 
tills system tif tkiinnted ehariig apf»e»rj|, to ns#i 
'jto^ejsQ’iitoreasc of fraud aaid'. imposition oil 
of tbo bcg{rar8->-and an ^nt^eoes* 
ffiiry endless exfiensann tlm part of thomlioos, 
"thei^ Ifenorosity and beAevolonoe boiaig not 
direetcd to tbosO who are reallgpoor, and acb 
worthy to be the ohjoetsof .Uiiurjcliaxit^.' 
baimos certainly lack muo|i yisncniie i« tUblr 
readon, and conhi baveiinado!tiuar»iveaUh«ub- 
aervient to gonuino UberaUty^ndninunifici- 
cnee if tiiey had -been asiendf enkatgod minds 
’—for • 

Wiiea wealth to virtoousMads hgireD, 

It blesses like the dews of iiesven ; 

Like heaven it bears the or^iiao's cries, 

Aod wipes the pees from widow's eyes> 

K«'. 2«d, 1836. [fita/hAmw. • 


No. 8. • 

Before I eonclude this aubjept, it will, 1 
hope, not prove nhinteresfing to offer a snecint 
account of the different sorts of sOttgs and 
mH;aic which have been maniOcehtly sup¬ 
ported by the Calcutta Baboos, and are said 
to'afford them an ‘‘infinite dear’of satisfac¬ 
tion. That-vriiich^is called SuNCiiT BcoDA is 
the true and proper art of singing. Its origin 
is ascribed to the Gbds, and is divided into 
iblriy«silL principtil melodies, six'of which 
are denominated rauys and the rest rav^eenees, 
or tho wives of the rat^s. Whatever other 
minor inctodies fhoie are besides these, arc 
called uhw raug(ieneet. Or the maidservants of 
ravgeene'et. ThCsfl raugs and raugeenees 




says th? Hipdu cystem 
Uoye, been Ibirhied onl traw;. 
oar own ; and^rihb skill'^thb 
posts'is directed tp. the g^b^rio 
arib natW'sf expr^lon, p/Mr . „ 

, ft.is. t!»e|||;ore, a pit| |hai 
[ibCM nnsliWOocssfaUy curiiyated iam^. 
Bfgb^l, and has been superimded bydo^ytaii^- 
inchu of a osnuirsftzii^ nature. -, . 1 ! '' 

Baketfgs anddBiihrs.—Baheeys are the ilaho- 
tnedan dancing girls employed by the opulmit 
natives on the oOOasioa of their son's marria^oh 
and poojahs. When these fair creatures si^ 
and danee in the mgUiee, they are aooompa- 
nied by two'musiciuna, one playing vttarii^k 
and the other a tabta and bAMk (tuboers) tied 
together. During (he tricht they chant f/ut- 
dcr songs, and in the nrornlng indulge in volup¬ 
tuous Bengalee airs. Frani What I have beard 
of them I tun inclined to believe that they are 
women of very easy virtue, and may bO looked 
upon as the chief promoters bf the profligacy 
of the rich. The bhars are the worst sort <d 
bufl'oons i their principal business is to excite 
the merriment of the audience by dint of fool¬ 
ish loquacity, vulgar expression, and abusing 
and kicking each other. On the occasion of 
the lato Doorga Poojah at Baboo Rauj Kissen 
Singh's lionse, a io^a of Ihari was engaged. 
When they appeared in the mujlate one of 
them wished to get his beard dressed, and the 
moment this was intimated, .soon ct^^s ano¬ 
ther with a shoe in hand, and with it 

his hair covered cheeks, exiiibrang iiis dex« 
tority as a barber. To enlightened persons 
this will appear no fun, but on the contrary, a 


! j- *Bis will Huiicar no mil, wui uii mu tiuiiirary, « 

^o respectively all Bxctl scasonsand periods j u„rbarom huflbonery. The sUr- 

of, day abd ,night ior their bciryj sung, and jioundiiig Bahoos, however, set a high value 

iliACm torlivx sl/v wt^\4'rklt(SAr«i» fttim riivsk nrsn Arkibmi. ..... . 


those Will) do not nliscrv'e this nif^ are oonsi- 
dexed not SiiiBcicntly conversant with the art. 
Ail to their magical clTccts there an^varions 
IjBhnious traditions, cxtaiit. It is said that 
^ij^Onevor was,’ warbled, the 

liSimgster, the aumence, and the place where 
was snbg, weriS’'tfure to bo plunged in a 
nonflagratton, 'and 'd^lcss the hid of the 
watery mrg moltar raug~ were seasonably 
inypked by another songster,' nothing could 
be saved from destruction. ‘But 'H Is a happy 
circumstance that vocal entertainments of 
this nature are no lon^r performed, and the 
ganerde and gahnd admits nbw aim at what is 
only calculated to delight the ear. In Cal¬ 
cutta we blk*e bad many a vocalist, and mnsi-*] 
oian of'great jpTofleiency, -qnd.tfae degree of 
;gratificatioB' arhieh the; affur.detliptheexo- 
-esi|Mn of tfadr duties wiU .preserve their 
. tta«>eq..juLUhe honoured remeUibranoe of the 
natives. 1 hare pnvariabiy 
1 pmiMkihpt these rtmgs and rai^«R«cf gre truly 
.ejuv^igp. of'4be different emotiousv. of pur 
' them are *«ry sweet and 

,lww©/,fepd,er apd^ pathetic, and 
wthpmihro^ baA. But 

thpy i|^v«4tt.«.i<mde.noy to please us egceeil- 
iugly,{/aild«ji»4cbtff(4nt or^h on th^r origi- 




tn ot cekstialexirao- 
imettl. {Bay: ^appear 


Ion it, anil how oddly did their corpulent bei- 
jiics move Up and down while they were bUrst- 
'ing into extraordinary (its of cachinalion I! 

' Cabbees, Bach poojah of the natives is a 
prolific source of their mcniiiiciit and Icsti- 
vity. In almost all rcspectnhte families souic 
entertainments or other must take place at 
{•nigliis. The eobbecs are a species of vrild 
song, which exceedingly minister to tlie gra- 
liticalion of thh mob. When a rich. Baboo 
wishes to have this amusement at bis honso, 
ho generally makes an illumination in the cq||- 
pound and buytuchama. His gate is somp- 
times sfnddcd with tight and bmja^as'm qpd 
sepoys are kept there as guards. Ahoi^it d .;^r 
lo o’clock P. M. the rush of men heebmegiiTe- 
sisUble. Persons of every dcscripti^ gud 
rank fall ip .great numbers upon the door' 
keepers, and hotwithslanding their being 
now and then abpsed, ooliafea, and d^ged 
they can pevor fofroin.lroin ’witnessing mis 
doiigblful scene. The moownt the dftoUes 
beat their the house become excessiv^ 
crowded* .' A great Tiuo ^nd pry idLpdped 'm 
make all the ptebean aiidionoe sitW^, and 
clubs are, oftea-resorted to, to effect (his pu#-' 
peso. As soon as the buzeing talk of the sur¬ 
rounding rabble is boshed by the loud and 
repeated rcoiopsifanoea of the’ cktprgseea tho 
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lat' %// ol coUoetta-^iUaht, eomlitl' 

tibontlli^iirtcoadr fuarte«n penotiB, ap> 
pebcs in the mitidla df the 'cempoaodr wrapt 
in a red shpcj^ ‘eloth (torn ^ne 

lyWt to ine leaf, widt a cpniaat feathorad 
pap eii b^ad; anabandB, breiisc, and back all 
11^, %cu oftlidm Wears a pair of aapMrr* 
pta pU tinklihg of wbieh is said 

Ip add hbt^dboy to tlicir iawlinp ai»d danotn^. 
On enteridg^ tiio fiptd, all of tuom fall pio- 
atrate before the god or goddess, whose ropro- 
wntatloia is kept in the and oonse- 

nrate their heads with tho dust of the feet at 
ibeir ehioitain, if he be of a supeiioi east. 
lUioh <«teps being taken fb order to be crown¬ 
ed with success, they divide thonisclyes into 
iwo naeqaal sections, and standing in their 
nsnal order, first of all chant a twojpo solicit¬ 
ing (he deity to be propitious to them. It is 
sung twice on the two sides of the co'mpound 
and is succeeded by a lengtiily ^aetomee, or 
takrooH beuhoy, descriptive of tbo pathetic 
mournings ot Dootgali's paicnts for her in- 
differeoee towards lliom or of tho wonderful 
achievements of KaU or Bhugobutty poi formed 
in days of ^loic. Each eobbee consists of three 
or four uMlortt$ and each untora is sung twice 
on tho two sides. At inteivals it\a cobbclta 
wallaht dance, agitating their napoort and 
(umping with erstatic emotions when bursts of 
acclamations and enllmsiastic erics vuf bah 
teuhs pervade the plare. AUei the first dull 
has completed its task, and rctiied into a pri¬ 
vate chamber, the second dull appears in a 
similrr diets, and observing the same eti¬ 
quette, bawl out a similar sung with as much 
exeitioD as it can possibly make to excel the 
opposite part} in point of strength and oonoord 
ot voice. On its making its exit, the first 
dul reappoais and m like iiiannci sings a 
MuheutQibad 01 a song i elating to the love 
between Kiishna, his dearest aunt Itadha 
and hundreds ut blooming girls of the 
happy vale of Buulahone. The hist sukesumu 
And always contains some mysterious ques- 
tions for the solution or the other dull, and 
should its had one dar (rhymster)fail m his 
ingenuities to discern their snbllcties and 
frame suitable replies, dys^ootf hahaet and 
other coutemptuous ciiosof diaappiobation 
must be lavished upon the ganah-wallahe 
Bflille rupees and shawls would be pies'onted 
in the vIctoHoua party. Each dull sing two 
dr thiee song;a nf this discriptiun by turns, 
and then plays tho pat t of either a lover oi 
llli beloted, with tho singing of buroAms of 
ditties iWlativn to tho sundry negotiations of 
MbhinitiW lofo. At first both ibe dxhfv cdtoi ^ 
heart ana soni on a dirty species of song called 
kakooe*. The eiproseions in which many of 
these are eonehed are too shocking to ho 
hOafd. Sat tlic deep attention witn #{iich 
the Babpos tisten to them, and the heartfelt 
Jutpileji which Sparklif in their greasy faees, and 
marks qf approbsuton whieh'thoy 


. * Napoors are a sort of gcBMaeata for (1 
are maiio of lialkiw biass ponuiaing smat 
whiih cause a imfcling muhfi when sfaakei 


rs. They 
Is^of iron, 


dndicatc by the ficqnent nodding of their 
heads, emboldon Ute codetta wallahi, to be 
ekoecdinglj indecent in daneing, and raasaoiE- 
filg the whole entaiegue oi abominable torais. 
The dM that can be very vulgar and onan- 
swerdbfo la its horrid iaagnage as well as 
superior in voeiferatioM, heooales viotdViouS iu 
the contest^ and obtains soimbfe rewards- 
With respect to toinr dulh or gangs of oapiid 
eaUtute toMlahe, the party that gains the victory 
is allowed to walk in the pubius streets, sing¬ 
ing one of the morning songs amidet Uio 
cheers of speotators, the rattling of dholes and 
numbers of nallygs waving in the aii. There aro 
also female songsters, of the same sort. They 
arc all of low extraotion, and have not tho 
slightest notion #f modesty, lefinement, or 
good feeting. They are occasionally employod 
by the rich bahoos at their gaidcu houses, 
where no species of sensual pleasutc can pass 
without being enjoyed in the exuberance ot 
hilaiity. 

Jatlrat.—Jattrae are the pantominacai enter¬ 
tainments held in different parts of tiio year 
either in open places or compounds of some 
large houses. Their design and plot arc prin¬ 
cipally founded upon tho lascivious aohievc- 
ments of Krftkm, the mytlmlogical adventures 
of JRama, the interestipg auocdotoof Shiva and 
Doorgah, the love between Bidda and Soondcr, 
and tbo pathetic of Nul Rajah. Fite or six 
boys fancifully attired in red and gold in the 
disguise of girls form the chief dramatis per¬ 
sonas. The orchestra is always placed behind 
them, and the other actors make thei« appear¬ 
ances from an adjoining wardrobe. The music 
and .song aio jsomc times pleasant, but (tic 
indecent witticism and foolish gabbling of 
most of the poisonages conduce to deprive tho 
performances of that suaceptibiUty of piodno- 
ing moral impreaaions which some of them 
possess. In the representation ot those pan¬ 
tomimes no attention is bestowed upon dress 
and scenery. The different ciiaracters appear 
in the same scene, and observe no theatrical 
rule in playing their paits. The drama ot the 
Hindoos seems defeotiro in several esseutials, 
and the juUra-wallahs, are by no m^ans tlie 
fit persons to understand its niceties. Thuy 
are groat lovers of drollery, nneoatb expres¬ 
sions and disgusting habits, and are atterly 
inoompeteiit to be tho votaries of the Mdses* 

Paunehalees.-^Paunchaleei atO‘band8 of tOWg- 
sters who are principally employed to ling 
in the hoytiukhanM ot the bahoos. Those who 
enter intotlioir profession matt possess a pio- 
per knowledge of tho Sungti Bidda. At the 
timo of singing they ail sit On the tnumud. A 
mingled masio aiUfng from a tumHora, a 
dhole and o Udir of mmdeeras auoOmpanies 
their vooal efforts. The person ai (he bead 
of the bfad iwpoats every now aiid'fhep mMo 
poctital Biwdootiwwr Of his, oonneetod w^ 
Uie sobjeot ntsdtef of the pmehalie*, wliiit(}i Is 
semetimoi reflets wifh vatircs UpoO''<nMiai|d 
manners, UMaiTi gmor&liy a costidos^ii^ wf 
foUgiOttS and VltlfW sortgv. Tho dt8<ing#|fied 
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pmeluJUf^waUtik Wfts lnQdfcifcont Bisww. He 
was a groat wit, aad fail of oddities. 

JEamta-natSA.—The Cjrpreans of M«;hobaxar> 
are ttonsibered as the ablest praoUtioners of 
ibaaila*ih«tcA or dancing in aroordanoa with a 

S lodioaa vibration called Aaoito. The masi* 
instmoaents that are used to animate them 
to attitudinize and twist their gentle forms 
into all the pleasing oontortions w the art«are 
generally a pair of tubla and tmJk'pk (tabonrs) 
a fiddle and a pair muru/eerat^-Sk small species 
of oymVaU. The gardens of the baieii are 
tl^ pro|ier (liaees for those votaries of Terp- 
fieWs to display their attainments and the 
indecent gyratloiis and oirottmvolutiaas of 
their hndy are tike inezb^astabte sources of 


fdeasnre to tiib ipeetators. Eaeiting itvyrd 
at intervals are warbled by die masleians, and 
the tamasha is carried for hoars and hoar* 
with lasclvioos tricks and barsts of inerrl> 
nibnt. The tendency of such fdsrMtions as 
these is so apparently misehiefoui that 'ft 
needs no animadversion. The tulHves etf* 
dently possess a vitiated taste, andean wsldoea 
indnlge in any innoeent or mllonai nmnstt^ 
ment. We hope, however, that with the 
increasing intelligence now .spveading over 
this long benighted land, their absiani eostoms 
and foolish ideas will soon all fade away, and 
happy alteiations be effected in their intel¬ 
lectual and moral eenditieu. 


13M Jan., tfiST. 


[JErii^hsifsiSit- 


SITTINGS OF THE JUDGES OF THE SUPREME COURT. 


TO THC eniToR or the ung&l HuaKsan. 

Sir,— In yoor editorial remarks of to-day on 
the subject of Hie Supreme Couit, (with most 
of which 1 heartily eoneur) you say let the 
Jndga* make new roles for themselves, as 
well as for the praotitioners in their Court; 
let them *do away with terms, and sit ail the 
yearroaod, withoatreferenoe totheirreiiqnesj 
of ancient snperstition. I peifeotly agree! 
with* you, Mr. Editor, in your eondeolnation 
of the retention of the terms and retora* of 
Pooish days; but allow me to express my| 
dOTOts whether the judges have the power, 
to do away with the terms and sitHngs, as 
they are expressly proscribed by the Charter 
of jusUee, section 37. 

Tears obediently, 

March a. Baa Urzee, 


Onr correspondent Baa Vrzre informs ns, 
that the terms and sUtiogs of the Supreme 
Court are fixed by tbeCbarter of Jastico, and 
that eoDseqnently it is not within the compe¬ 
tency of the Coort to r^orm itself in that par-; 
Malar. W« ihall have no objection to see 
n matter iwnedied by flie Deghdatare, and 
tlim|hnors 0t the Court Bouse opened at all 
tfajlilttid seasons to the enitor for jnstioe. It 
■fManishlng that this branch of reform has 
im been hrenght about in jong 


sinee,tha propriety and necessity of which have 
been repeatedly pointed out by Uenthnm, who 
well exposes the obsolete jargon about es- 
spignes, quarto die posts, and other ‘*tntni- 
^ pery” invented by the priests at a time wlion 
law was ehielly in their hands. We are fniiy 
impressed with the necessity of rembirity in 
the oonduet of legal bnsiness, ana we have 
mneh respect for Tidd's praotioe, bat fonwt 
are only asefnl in as far as they contribnte to 
forward the suitor’s affairs; but when insteml 
of tending to speed the caase” they become 
tetters nod impediments to the progress of 
bosiness, Hiey are donbiy and trebly evils, 
wnhanoing the expenses, and keeping the 
poor suitor in a state of anxions snspeneo, in 
many eases worse roan the chagrin or distress 
occasioned by a hostile decision. It was the 
triofc of the old lawyers to mistify their oraft, 
and by means of a cant and jargon of thek 
own, to ubtain w monopoly or 1m prastice; 
this may be all veiw natural, and very allow¬ 
able, for anght wo know. In tiie lawyei; but 
it is the bnsiness of tbo legislator to suppress 
or countoraot this disposition in the praeti- 
tioner. If to the aggrieved, the conncil ho 
good ** agitate, agitate,” to the logislater we 
shonld say, “simplite, sim^ifyr hit fliis 
most be eifeotod skilrnily, or instfnd of the 
/aeufiM onfo, one of tbe gr^ eldmonts ofwhioh 
i is simplicity, wo shall only have mo present 
I eoBfosioa, worse oontevndM. EimpNiyiiig we 
tear is not the foru of a preatnbjl^roites,— 
ffurkarUf March 6. * ' 



COVEE^MENT TRfiAfiU^ 


, Twe a’eliuk.—'We just hear that govern* 
^cbt liavo delcrtniued to re-opon the Treaw 
^ry for advanpos for the purchase of Bi^s of 
KKchanm^e secured ^on Goods.-~,6W, (!opriw, 
A//ril 10. 'v* , .. ■' 

Wc added a po$toript yesterday to ocfr own 


tire ti'tiiefitloa ah tftp propw'ctyof this mea'-' 
sure on the part of Goyehiment, is one wliieh:. 
is naiurally at oohsiderable intcrdsf, aa4‘ 
wliieh-'Is arcfei^ornif much discaasiod.'^ 


J'. 


re-open the treasury for advances agnin-st erm- 
sigoinents to England. Wc now learn that 
the advance.^ wilt bo made imptedialoly to 
thuso who may apply fur them, and that the 
sum fixed for i.ssuu in thi.s way i.s seventy 
lakh.s in Bengal, twenty lakhs in Bombay, ten 
lakhs in Madras and fifty lakhs in China, 
provided no orders come out from England 
inconsistent with this arrangement, which wr 
prK,snmo may be regarded as the financial re-' 
miltatiee of the ensuing twelve months. The 
Indian Exchange is fixed at 2s. 2d. per Com¬ 
pany’s I u pee.—/Aid. 11. 

ft has been pointed out to iis that oar state¬ 
ment was trot quite correct that ** Oovcriftnent 
had yioldc<l to tlie solicitation of the ChaiU'^ 
h4>rof Cotnmciee,” in determining to re-open 
the Trcasuiy for the purchase of hills secured 
hy goods; the fact being that the Chamher 
asked nothing more than to'bo informed ef 
the linancial rcmitiannc arrangements for-the 


TheCburterdma'stated tfiealTcjg'cdpbjectiens 
boj ttiait it-tbnds ih prbdpoe raiprovidegt spe*>' 
^ eolation ftfterferes with the ’calculations'^ 
a«d prolitb of those eapUatists and merchants,’' 


- ^ i ’r ir . vr 'L* aa« proiits oi those eapnattsia ana merenants, 

‘;LS£«r 

ber of Cdmfflihroe;* and had detormined • to 


uadeitakings?have Imir entered into, srlthoqt' 
tat'ing fntn'coasidcHtUon the opening of the. 
Grjvetniacnt THiasuryJ-' As it appears to us.' 
the Governtneat a^uanees, if made at all, 
ought to be made periodically, and the addi¬ 
tional capital thereby thrown into the maricet 
ought surely to bo somewhat in the shape of a 
fixed sum. By the present increase, about 
one million five hundred thousand pounds 
sterling additional capital, is all at once oxhi- 
bited.t-yran adroii^;ltie thing, says the CVturier, 
for the producers in this country, and a good 
thing for commerce goncrally. We are nut 
4mite prepared to admit this proposition, and 
Ifor the foilowing reasons, at least they appear 
'to us to be something like reasons. 1st. It is 
the state, ?hich conies in, anA oiMBpctos with 
the other capitalists; and wc do not like the 
principle of the sUte Riierfetlng in the com¬ 
merce of its iUhjec Is. 2iid. It is subjecting 
by Hs-intcrference,' the other capitalists to an 
uttfaif eompotition. Thb state can get money ' 
at a cheaper rate than any bod^ else.. They,', 
from their position, can jirocupe' lomil at 4 \ 


ensuing year, this being the proper Toriodfej^ff* ^ 


f4ir .such enquiry and the Government hosdng 
pledged itself last year to give timely notice of 
these import.mt arrangements for the foture 
a.s fsir as tlicy dc|>cnd4id upon the anthuritics 
in India. It is,proper to draw the dUiiaefioafi' 


oilrerpcrsonieair, 'They come ibto tlio market^ 
with their capital, and down goes the rate of ' 
exchange, whereby the capitalist here ^ts only. 

2dv for his tcoiittanoe instead of 2s. dd.,'”’ 
and the tnercbttMl Whomc loses about 10 per 


upon the propriety of allowing the Company 
to make advances in this way against goodn.-;- 
s4Mae pcrson.s objecting that it is an Intei*- 
feicnCo witii their bosinoss, and others tiiat' 
it promotes imprudentspecaial|l|»aiid%bliges 
the real capital ist to pay higherpriees than he i 
ought for the goods he buys fur the English 
market. Both objections are easily met, by ^ 
shewing that every disadaantage which the 
system may produoe to one class of traders is 
more than eotiipensated by the tacilities given' 
to others, in the saving of charges as yvalt'toi 
the saving.of capital; which most M a hei^i^. 
fit.tti.noiiinierGe at large, and espeeiatfy to the; 
produeer in this country. They arc, however, 
the sontiments of a ^considerable nuinbor nf 
persons in tbs morcantiJo ooininuMtity of Cal¬ 
cutta.—ifiid. 16. vV An* 

• 

The Courier of Satnrday, has a few observa¬ 
tions on tbe_Bnhject of the openina of the 
Government Treasury for the purposbOf mak¬ 
ing advafices on bills scoured on produce al 
ibe Exchange of as. 2d, the Company’s rupeoi 


because there is no question on which, *‘P°“ 

Merciiants of the place are^oro divided than <10*1©therefore, t h^ ^ia Gowrn*- 
unon the oronriet* of allowing the Comnanvin'enlinterference, cannot tak^^llaefl wHUoot - 

great injury to some, and a considerable tem¬ 
porary Advantage to others, and a Government 
interference of this sort, is surely to be dopre- 
caioiK 'On this branoli of the subject wc give 
an authority that will weigh probably much/ 
more than any observations we could make- 


*'The tniyliheid’p^lwy 'that a Mvcfftiheat ooght to 
tolthw, Xs'rMpecti connnhtciai anh'irs, haii been ably - 
-mimet! ctti by Mr; Alexander BA ring.'^ • The only 
'Mntefteia)' cam/. hyalUe ,' •'% ^foverahieiit can take ef 
eennnerete k to aflMtt ’||liaMBl profebtton in time of ’ 
War, to remove, hy treatHt*reatriefionadf foreign 
govemmeiitttM imeo^pet», .aiul'oaiiimtafy to abatatu ' 
from any, hii^vei:ntoaHlW, MiM'’ own creating. If 
every law rq^tdaueSfim^iif^nr internal or externalc,. 
trade, were lefiei^, wltU %•' .emkpfion of those neves- 
aery for die-.ne^ienw mmnne, it wouM he 
undoubteil i^aidlt'% bomewree, as well as to the . 
eoinmuaity in large. An avowed system of i4:!aviog 
minga tostabe thmrown course, and of not listening to . _ 
the interested solicitations of one class or another fm'!^ 
relief, whenever the kaprudenee of specnlation haSr.. 
owasioned losses, would, aeonec than any aruncial 
' Htn^roduce that equilibrium of demand and supply,# 
which the ardour of gain will freqoeoily derange, but*' 
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which Uie tuaecuiM, whralst alvnc, will as ishUibJy 
WBMore." ^ 

*'TM tnterfercace of the paliUtal inj^ihM 

nlw. u not onl^ acerUm injury to the ottu» el^CMI of 
4he ooihmuDitjr, but geueialiy so to that in whose 
fevottf It IS excrcisml. if too ronib sugtr bemaontaC'. 
tiirad R> Jamaica, or too much cotton in Manchester, 
tbo loss of those concerned will auoli correct the mis 
chief, hut if forced means are devised to povtdefor 
'the fomcr a temporary increase of demand, wlucb 
cannot be peraianently secured, a reonitenoc tn that 
‘kiaiidal state of fair profit, uttwh w most to he denied 
hy the planter, le aitificmlly prevented by the very 
oneans inpe’tded forliierelieff Andif thapotton maan- 
vCKtntw, on the othm hand,Is to have hU impiudencca 
eolKved at the expense M those employed on linen, Mk 
wool, or ether maletials, the imuence as will as itnpo 
liey of such a remedy, neen itlnstraiion. 

t ** Whenever the aasHtaoce ol government u called 
ifor by nay elsssof traden ot maaufactaiers,uis usual 
'do mako the moi4 splendid dispiay oi the importance 
of that partieular braueii to the nation at large. Ihe 
West aid Bast India interests, the thip<oanerS] the 
naanfaetttfers, the American meichaats, have all tN 
jpeans of making these hnliiant representaimns-, hat 
It shonid be recollected, that the tntereet of the state 
■consists in the prospcniy of the whole, that it m con* 
traiy to sonnd policy to advance one beyond lU natural 
Waaos, and still more to do so at the expensr oi oifiers, 
«nd that the only mode of a*eernfiiung die natural 
difflits of each, IS to Mew (haw eM almif.”* 

Then, considering dhe question lu ndran 
lageoas to the producer in thie oonntry,— 
whiefc i« the assertion of the CoKiier,~^e 
Government adeanoes, considering tlion as 
« capital that oan lia counted on tty the grow* 
er of jfroddoe, Ahe «nreJy of lUI descriptions 
of capital, tiie moat nnoertain and dootnlting 
imaginable. In tbe event of a war, a scham* 
ty, and tenlporary difEionUy in tbe ewHectiens, 
any thing wbicn rendered the pm u4 of tbe 
remUtances borne, if neressary postponed, 
where would be the producer, who relied| 
upon tbe Government adtanoest^or his tuture 
cnltivatfon ? ' 


A.t present the Government advanees may 
or may not be made. It may shit Gotevnmeai 
to rngKe tjtofr remittances in baiiioii, brsthe 
jemittanoe may foe made by tbe sale at home 
of bills on the Indian Treasuries ! It cei* 
tainly does appear to an, and we believe tbe 
prineipie is pretty well reongntzed, tbartbe 
Government advances ought to be made eHbhr 
at certain Oxed periedf of time, in the same, 
or an approximation to tbe SBme,i>aiiis ad* 
vaneed Web year, and that the epmtnereii.1 
world ought to be cfoite sure of the advances 
ireing made by Government during a definite 
imri^ el time; bow crise one tbe merchant 
matMti h|» calculations, as to tiie quantity of 
ndlttii in title market, and so regulate bis 
m^nte nf prnbable prices, kc. ? To as it 
nlfid appearl thet tbeve advastces, tendi to drive 
sapifal into pfirticolar ebannels eat prodoo* 
lion, and tbeieby tend to produce a pfur in 
Aese two setrts of prod arc *«4!mter{s paribus, 

.. .. 4 ' ■ .. 

\ * An inqaim into the Csi|M8 and Ceunquetfees of 
kill Olden w irtodit. pi 133. 


we presume indigo and silk, and tbe mom 
valuable desciiption of produce, and fuf 
whioli tlieie IS it is supposed, the most certain 
iiiaikel, IS tne sort oi produio, on which the 
advances will be preferably made : the pro* 
dticer discuvcis this and thqreloio this 
sort ol piudufic will be that most grown, and 
as a oonHequeoce, prirts will be likely to 
fall : and on this brgneli of the subjooi we 
kgaiii rit^ the kuitioiny bf ’Macnltoik, as 
more to tbe phi pose than odi* own observa¬ 
tions, with which quetstton We for the pre¬ 
sent couolude':'— 

Nothing, perhaps tends ah to generate a 
spiiu ol overuradni^, and by conbcquence to lead to 
commercial revulsions, aa sudden t baiiges in tbe quan¬ 
tity and valu^of money llioee ulio embark most 
readily and eageily in ume-baiganu, and other Sjiecu* 
lauve adventures, are not. ^ini.ially speaking,oi the 
class of anil iixt «ild established nitrebams I bey con* 
^SM prineipally ol those wlio have but itrently cuicred 
[loto bu»ine{iS, and who aie luiipicd, by tbe chaoet. ut 
'qiuaiily making a ioilune, to eu^i^e lu auth b azaidoui 
tran-aetions. And while any unusual facility in oh- 
taming disLOunts must act a- an iddiiiuiial and poweiiul 
motive to such pirsODS to ‘•juuUk, it is at tliebauio 
time obvious that ibe rue ol puces, constque n upon 
any additions made to ihecuiitufj, will noi only Icil 
them to believe that their auiicipanuus aie to he icalizcd 
but will, most probaldy,induce even the mostcousidciiio 
meielianta to withhold tliwr produce iiom market, in 
thei eispecUtioa of a lurther advinte Ihc niiscalcula 
Uoas oi particuidt classes of produccis, ur merchauu, 
affiict themselves only, or at iiioal exert hut a tumpa 
rauvely Aight mfluenee ovii the lesiul the (ommum* 
ty , but a revulsion oceasionf d by a sudden change in 
tro qoaniity and value of money affecu every in livi- 
dutU, aMl u always piodueuve ot ilic most peinicious 
results 


The dwconut of bills it long ilates is also a groat 
inpenuve to unsaie sroculaiiua. hen in indtvi lual 
ohUiusMnoney which he is not to be called upon to pay 
for SIX, twelve, or perhaps ciohiun monilis, be is either 
led to employ it as capital, or is tempicHi to nlvemure 
jn wme sort of undertaking that n not to teiramato 
uQlii seme distant period , and tb< cansetjttenee is, that 
when the bill hecomeVJue, lie is umat ireqneiuly unablt 
to pay It,or can only pay it by withdia»iog tapnil at 
a great loss of baMuesses in wiuch it was employed. *— 
Hitrluiru, AprU 18. 


In Its number of the IStli instant, the ffw- 
heru, Ruioiig other obaersations, has tlie sub- 
juined remark on the subject oi Company's 
advanees. 

They, f the Company) come into the market iritli 
hfaetr Capital, and down goes the rate of exchangi , 
whereby the rapi.ali«t here gets only Ss 2d. for bis 
teraitunce instead of 2». 4d , and the mercliani at homo 
loaes about 10 per cent on the sates of his goods sent 
out here " 

( 

Is tble quite correct Let a« test the usser- 
tion by reference to ibe rates of exchange 
prevailing at different periods^ since the 
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GOVERNMENT’ TREAsURV ADVANCES. 


m 


Tbis gives 


*■ 4* 

3 4 par 8u> R# 


s^Hmoehoement of the year*' 

Allowing: 

«. d. 

Janinry8th,......,.. 3 3^ to 

February I6ih,.3 3 

March lOlbt...2 3 

Aptil 9J„.2 3| 

April iSth.. 2 3i te 3 4ji ditto. 

The CoBapany have been in thpiaarket setae 
days, aa4 instill uf goittft dovn, the rate pf 
exoliaiigp|MtouMioh«t(f>,adMineed asbiuleio 
favttrofthecBpitaliiit, jf we^ mnyyttdga ftom 
foiegeing quotations takes at random fronp, 
tito piiblio j<Mirii.tla. At aU events, the rate 
otTmod Coin|icin}—Sts. 3d. per Cutnpaojr’s 
rupee, whioh i« very nearly equal to 2*. 3|<l, 
per sioi'a, witi< h inov be taken ibe aaoiage 
rate of theseason, does not indfoale that the 
CompanyN advonres have a sensible eSeOt 
on the cxohanttc, or that thev de business in 
this way at a kss prire than the piivatr oap4> 
talisto tojwhoiii allusion is made by our eo, 
temporaiy. Neilhoi do we consider tifat the 
adranris luatuiatiy tend to fostir apdpiila* 
tiuii. since their annual amount is geniMaliy 
well asri'iUioud beloiehand, ns also the 
extent ul ac4 oiiiodaltoii which each lionsewill 
ictiive. To us It appeals that, in tlieticou- 
liar ciiriiiiii.taiu'os nndei which tbc indigo 
and silk trades are conducted*, they toad to 
keep up laihi i than to depress prices In tiiii|l 
niaiket, especially to the foreign purebMeSi 


WSttbe time whe»4he|r wonld pnidentl|‘eMW» 
iptn thn market, find that the prices of tlM 
Article^ in,^ tofcioh Uief i trallio are quoted at a 
Igo^ , 

Xfh hww 0t\u eatfoayoared in skew by rea¬ 
sonable unmfs ihat the adranoes 
any peroepUbl* degree, affeet the 
exehange; and that the only- parties 
eapprienee iacOnvenieDoe frqiu ithep^. eis 
thht only temporarily, are the fereigd him- 
tamers, 'aho, it isvjuite possible, may, bavd 
to pay a better'pitee for the goods wbisfii* 
they redoifo, thaa they had pievioail|<aa|i, 
aiJated Pd« tbia is all in favor m tiib 
pmddpmg otatf, who form the great ma¬ 
jority of eomn^lty Ia’'this beniitry,sa 
that, here again sm system of aavuteca 
Na advantageowito'oar owa latereata, athloli 
we presukfie M ihd mainpoiat to tm panyided 
for. ft will, pevliaps. bo admitted tihat it is 
better that the revetme required to meedtba 
charges t»r the home geveiomsnt, abeaMba 
remitted in* a tnrttiner which tends to enrieii 
the eobnuy li*. again dimeminatiog over 
tbe money whVb bad priucipally been receiv¬ 
ed frum it in the shape uf land revenue, than 
that this aiuunnt should be -eat to England in 
bard coin, ooMraeting the ctroulatioa n^^iom, 
and enllanelMg thO' price mf all tho oebes- 
miies of iife. Were this a coaotry situate 
libe Suglandnn regard to her general reia- 
tioiu,ll would be correct policy to leave trade 


so ih.il, ID this respert, the sjsteui can scarce- to* itsaff,lupd the remarks of dor cotempera 
ly fatiol being beneficial to tbe lucrcbant and ry mmht ke strictly appRoable ; bnt theab- 
produoor io India. siraOl .,pr|aci|:des laid down by itritcrs on 

Another consideration is, that the advances oonMdorabio 

.lie not made till twenty <i*iys after the goods '»<^IRaal^ *r^^ il^*****!* 

have been lodged in the Export Waiehoose; fonnlrics widely dlffwont fnm Ihose^ 
HO that the incentive to the spcoOlation nfust originally promal^g^d. So 

be very remote, whcic thcio existsbiilv a pfo !* 

of .Wain,., for fkfja.j; ‘“O «™>» 


that has yet to be biouglA into oxiston’etos! 
must also bo leruilcricd that though the pidn 
of making advances on roiisignnionts of goods 
has been now in toioe during two seasons, wc 
do not find that more of onr main staple, 
indigo, IS piodui'od than iorinoriy ; which was 
iiatuia'Iv to hnvi> beiMi expected, if, as statml 
by the tlarkani, " lhe<<e advances ^eud to 
diiic rapital into pattioular qbvnnols of pro* 
duce, and theitby tend to produce a gloS 
in thi'so lorlH of piodure.” To onr apprelmn- 
sloiis, (he efleet seems to he this; that,, in iieb 
uf relying un the fotcign ciMtoRMr as hereto¬ 
fore, the uierchaut tnfces the ptctoreitco as far 
as ho enii avail hifu.scir, of the more rouveni* 
cut mpihod held out to (iim by the Company ; 

K wbioh means he not only obtains «it' oat 
hty a snflioiency el funds to enable him to 
carry on Ilfs oporatiom of the follA#t})gs«A- 
son, but has tiio ohanee of paitioipatinf iq tRe 
benefit resulting from the sncoessfurstfld ^ 
Jus produce in the Ajondon maiket. The 
aikiottni advaReed furmtog but a mddnrato 

poi'tioit ofthe total^w^uo of'goo^ exporJM 



. . - - . -- period 

wbott lAe advaiiM# «p,i»adp* and.g^dl^.i8 


juiient of adtanoos; and if it can be phewn 
thatlfiese aVe ooudaeiva to the proilid^rifF of 
the oonntiy pn tho grouads wlnob bavc been 
l^cviopxiy ii^aced, it foltowfi thhit llio policy 
IS oho tficEt vr<trks well for tbo mmotity, And,im 
caro ing o»| tha greatest-good-qf-tbe-grdkt«k-, 
ottmber piiuyiplV,, deserving of stfpptwv* 
jnlUiopgh •^npi qqitc in aecoroan^e with tito 

Icarnhd tbyq^ of>19acoaltook Rfcardth— 

4)n<31>i , , ,4, ' 

*'*' ‘i f ., ' , ^ f, 

e “ ' n I * , 

> W« learn from tbo JBsplu&SMn of yattordaf 
Ihreo ihittga i—ls4 ijtfiM tho (iKiyarqment 
ndvancea biivn b ilb np'dlV'Cffsoi lapOtt fho thin 
of Saohangc. Sdljh Miat tha %'■'« *■ 

icndooey to protect th«,ilirsid>*«*hg plaiAca at 
(bo eapeiiMft of theoapitiuttsafd pnrvbascrs; 
Jaitd 3lh* tlihl tiagnq mdvApees hMp be<m 
retbrtodte wifhsvvicvC'-Utptpvept India 
jpg^imtidviitollMtod by tbo kv**!' drain, whtolr 
ami««i Mrthuto mtidvtofthe pro(cot)t||g' 
powoTi 5 *• W 

take not o«» itotomiwrary) generally shal^ 
in bis arUflp/*Ml those adtaooosn«lbQ»di|f. 
ciwfe«« M lb. 


IV 
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^ T^ltiirof^^c^.to the iHt pointy fl *4 . 
^:^^dy.«nse|i .'have net afTectext the^ate^ ttC 




.Ci^,t.o ih« fact, (which , we bdie»o wo are nwt) 
the principle which - we-altmiipted ,,|p 
.iliofflraie, ie admitted, by -wut eenfeinporaryt 
so thill we are exonerated trom dwelliait tm 
fhia^:i|p«itipo of I, the - rate Espliange,'' a»l 
affected l»y the Government advances^' ^. 

The J?iMluhMiui Admits, that the Advances 

wy, 

__- prolefet- 

l^lala of -b'etions at the expense of 
athef 'dlaiises of flil' cdinMoniiy ! and.ih^lil* 
the fii^ud^a'V^ihtee^. So be it. Our nthple 
iirgadB^'^ fs alfow^d, janU the Gover^hte'nt is, 
hf admitted to intorVonp,'jo 

the advantage of a pfculiat. class df meo, (ine 
iiroriuceVs)'at' sacrifice of. the iorercsts' of 
the cohtmc^eiai ednimunttyf-T-at lc|st this is' 
what wo (niderstand fr^ thegencrsfi 80 bpe'*br 
tho argement of ow cotettipoijary.’The 
le^tdid thcoiles of Sfaeiitlock ahd .Ri<%uo, 
are, tt t^pears, uofiitod for ttic.|ta'tbbf things 
here,—^andthat line of argomemj^'^iett would 
!» pre^t- enough for Englaiid^*Or any hlghlW 
-eiviliaed country, does'tfbtapp^ tothe llrntSn[ 
wmpirc in India 1 The J?M/yfuffmniii!f a^lisffbs 
liimsclf wilh'asscrting, that'the advaiic^lre, 
ia point of fact, greatly ad vantageotfs t|i the 
grower of produce, and timt tAat is tiic dIass 
of porsiuis to whose interests this't}nvcrftniopt 
is joailod upon to . attend,r-and <A«t, tex the 
cxciusiop djt a 4 coosidoratioa for ttie Interest 
of titp otfacf. classes engaged ip/eomiueroiall 
vudertakings. The predtM»r« will, mo sup¬ 
pose, testify .tlieiicsensoof 0 ieir obUgattons jo 


w^.beUeyei,Jie admUled. What is the «onaew< 
qfeiice iVWhyiadis^oporUonato.quantity of' 
OHiitat is et^Dt,ed,td thlsJaaraUvo .deaorifH^ 
tiod of proxitiee, or wo sbould ratheMay^' that, 
| 3 ^tal. 4 aattr^todLto this desertplioe of pro*; 
dueOf whichi wbfther. oyentuaily lucrative or 
nob at any rat<ti.«BabIos the GallivAtor to g« 
cm far jho ensuing.yeiM;^ taking timcfbaiwos im* 
llto moan of UtC^aconunl ipi^ pit home, exlUi> 
hiUiig in the lo% run, a refnupetating proBt. 
-To us it appears, that it iB-the .old.atory over 
again. In tho days of the oldiage.ncy ,ha«if!es, 
indigo was the •/»thmn { any groper' of that 
commodity got advanoos, thoepItivatioP be- 
name very great, a ydut ensued, the priues/elf, 
the planter became embarrassed, and hi*<ad- 
mtteert became hU mortaaffeet to the eventual 
ruin of both pbrtlcs. Will any onb>andertafce 
to assure us, that the whirligig ofttmemay nut 
bring about bis revenges? nay, (hat the same 
offcota arise and flow from the same causes ? 
Here is a very large increase of capital tlirown 
into the Market hy Government; every body 
will bo wanting to grow silk and indigo, there 
will be no difficulty experienced in procuring 
(briber ndvancos, to the grower, to the amount 
of (|io additional capital thrown into the 
mafkot I Lot. 08 then assume that there will 
lib. no immediate plat,’ that prices should 
keop'Up, will not the amount of indigo and 
lylk .iuWoco, be on the increase? Assuredly 
t^se two pet descriptions of produce, will go 
^on aeoumulating annually, in an increasing 
ratio, to the additional amount of capital, and 
the old system of speculation, and over trod*’ 
ing, will bo the infallible result.. Let it be. 
permitted to ,hs to quote a passage from 
Maoqltocfc inwupport of tho above observa¬ 
tions. 


ij^uggest oa.tbis swbleot 
would ask wliat is.likoly to be the reshlj^'of 
this determination pf Government to make 
these advances? The lliruwing by,Govern- 
nientlpto the iuar'k.ct li^re* pf, tbeguof, of onp 
luiUion fivq liui^ed.'i thousand, ronmis 
capital, .has, iit bqr,.piitiinaUod,, the effect of 
Veiidering the .^9'' produce, 

by so much Ihe .gioiaif?'than Jt «was,'prcvi- 
opsiy to this meixauff of ^entjcfam^kt being 
prpmqlgatcd,^^ . ?\v; ' 

It 'operattbi'-fnrtpei^t bf facti like fhe 
oponiagr o^a y»v^ m«i4:et, and the dewtawd for 
.produce becomes veff ootishlerabfy ih'ereasedf 
far as the Indian grower of produce is 
.Ipmcemed, he finds that whereas hcrctorore, 
'ijMbviQdsWHo 'the epbffihif of thcrGoVern- 
^wj^Weearnmes;' there bras’dniy u-'Chrlaib 
''' d i w^ dfHilijpfibitbmfhatkbd iff tbe^eoiu'tifftihii 


__ „ !tldg aavdhh«8t)irt#»4hittls 

^rodffdo rtjt^ 

or of lodib^^ . We 
•nesume, tifaftt.thn.inbotever.'Wiis .nnw capital is 
idtraoted tothb^jbdnvd of 4he^ tnm coinmo- 
dities, silk 


*' The advantages which any particular class of pro- 


the E»ffli*Amanj hut w.c b'ave^ nevertheleSl, wyuceis ^rive from an increased (Icmand for (heir peculiar 
word or two to suggest ,oa. this swli||BOt. Wo | produce, tre uniformly exaggerated, ns well by that por¬ 
tico of themselves who are anxious, in order to improve 


their credit, to magnify their gains, as by the whole body 
of those who ore engaged in other basinessen. The ad- 
^enturotts and sangutnn—those who are paiticul-arly 
dUpoiiCil .to take o/ane ignotum -pro mognipeoTr-crowd 
into a busiaew which they leadily believe presnoU (he 
sbbrjtest and safest read to wealth aud comidoiation; at 
the same, time dial many of that genciaUy niiniatous 
class, who havo tindr capitals lent to others, and who 
pie.waiting until a favou^lc opportunity owurS for 
invcsltitg them ta some itudustrious uni^rtaking, .are 
temiped to follow the Ktmc.couree. jt'occurs to few, 
ihafjtw tame causes whkffi impel eac.. jlp.entor into "a 
department that is yieWBig cbmpstatively high profile 
are most probably impcUIng thousands.^ ‘Gonfideai in 
his owft good iortnue, the adventurer leave* a bUMiieas 
to which he h'y been bred, uud withwhichfhe'whs well 
aeqaaiuted, -th enter as a compaiiter on 'ai/nevrltnd 
Mtricd arena; while those who ore ali^y ehgagiffbi 
the advaotageoua biuineut, titrelch their eredU tndhh 
utmost,-in oi^er to acquire, the means.of estciiffiiig 
concerns, and of increasing the aupply of the qomi^odity 
in unusual demand. The reguluhat iytry 
observer wi^ld ai)licij[iate, .aimtmipvanw% tue*,|me. 
A ditmroporfionatd .qaanluy df .&jiit^I beimiwti^ «p 
the lucntiVe bsimiMiS, A glut oT Om iIbMkI kaff a 
raibpus dopfeasion 'dfpiiiiies htmVOul^ly.folloW. ' 

"The Et^lithmaa states that the aaegadtes 
ba.y» boeA utade-for two segioa* and kl!ith, Bo 
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have followed: vMt a little do we 
ri^joitt^tlio Ides of Marctk'are not jret passed,' 
isnd ttie evil wc .anticipate is as jet only in 
its ttiraney. It is tor tlie purpose of hvorttogj 
these coftecqoenccs, that we tiew pen'these' 
ohservatiiMti. ' The encrcased''oalt1v'aUoiii Of 
cearse, liiHi' not as yet |iad time to come into' 
operaiioti ;* but let us suppose'the system Of 
Oovernmctol ‘advai^es eontimted for a few 
years inorO, It will than ho tfino to say that 
no evil his sesulted, .Supposing^ that events 
will hehvl mitt file assertion, and shall have 
proved^jit to lie erbakers.'^and to have deli-* 
vered Ithm oar'oraoular t^ripod, nothing more 
lii'an iOgiihflons vatloina'tio'n, - Be ours,'In 
soob’ au-event, the fate of Oassandra! in the' 
iiieatt 'time wo lift np’ onr voice of warning 
and of wnil^'Bot let os suppose another case, 
^t any-given sot of circumstances repder It 
ineolrnhcnt on Government, after a while, to 
discontinue their, advances < The snrptu^ 
revenue'rcmiltcd home is about three millions 
steriiiig; any emergency of the state, any 
difficulty in the collections, any war, any pro¬ 
tracted commotion extending over any consi¬ 
derable portion of Bengal, any failure ef 
crops, any one, in short, of those anidenMe, to 
which all Guvernmonfs and slates are liab’e; 
—any of these would render the advances 
unadviscable, and inconvenient. At once, 
then, tiftcen hundred thousand pouMIls of 
capital arc withdrawn, the produce to thUt’ 
amount remains here in tlie godowns, or is 
shipped home witlumt any advance made on 
it, to the above amount! from whence are to 
come the advances for the. cultivation of the 
next year? The planter or p^ducer, must 
hotfoto if lio can And a capitalisfto lendy hut 
wlicre can he find socfi? The great Govern> 
iiicnt capitalist has driven out of the market, 
aireapital, hat that amount on which up.cofit, 
can bo made ; tho^ rest will have lomr since' 
found an occupation, in other, and foreign 
channels, and the sudden withdrawal of the, 
Government capital, will ijjavc a deficit to the 
amount of the present advances, the tnabn>* 
vcniences attendant on which, will fall natn- 
rally on tliatclass of persons for whose exclu¬ 
sive advantage it is contended these advances 
ought to hef’made. , •' 

Wo now come to the last proposition put 
forth by the Englishman, viz. that thp Govern¬ 
ment advances are made to prevent in^ia 
from bocpmlng impoverished, by the heavy 
drain wbieh tiib trihuto paid to the governing 
puyircr, Would otherwise produce! Wo are 
not. fortunately, face to face with tJie writer 
of thin paragraph, or ho would think ns very 
rude.; for by the powers, we cannot help 
laughing when wo road this carious ebserva- 
tion. ' The annual tribute is about three mil- 
Kons,—tlio advaneuB arc just jluff that sum,-— 




gtiff sbo U; not impovbrislicd, hecauso M 
though the drain is of threfe rnilfiqini, yet the 
(wasromeiit advances to half {that .amount 
4l»pfifaed. and disbursed amoajgnt the grb^rs 


make "liil things square; Bmt 

__, the Government takesanaw 

mifiibnii^froin'’T4dIaj and giees 
mlfHonl'''-and a hair to a ,iow^ indigo planlmm,’"'' 
and uilkT#«tofs, yrberehy the tliree mitirolisr' 
are nia<ih»'-go«d^ and-India-'does'not heobme 
impovdrished'!!! "'ifdw we ftill obt maxe any 
charges of tncohsistonby, hot we bad imagfif- 
ed. fhat the EnglishSHkn denimi the tribute to'., 
be a tribute, and denied that it was ailj(> ^raih 
upon the ooitniry. - -liet this, however; pass; 
we now .askr Amc the, keeping of tfa|s .addi-> 
tional capi^l in the'country of £l,5(X>,0W.. 
udll prevent ^dia from being impoverished ? 
Unless it be shq,wn by the l^Ushnmn, that it 
wiir rawe. tAe. rate ^ mages^-aM tm/»eve the 
coMtuftes of Uut h^ffls<ing eloMs^, we leave it to 
him to ms^o this outbut in order to do sp; we 
submit that be must shew that auy portion of 
this sum of money would And its way into the 
hands .of tbo labourers; and, moreoveg, our 
cotempwary must maintain the pfopositiea, 
that thetlirowiag of a sum arising out.Of a 
surplus of taxes, into the market, io the 
shape of advances on pertain descriptions of 
p.roM>e, wherbby tko culUvatioa of such pro> 
diiceis inoreaspd, can be held to be an ad¬ 
vantage tckjibepouant employed in the rear¬ 
ing ot ^sucH-^odiiice: and our eotemporary 
(Otity as w«tv.a|l rM^nie time, demonstrate, 
that the qa|^o(ipN'qf .a surplus revetme in India^ 
graaifif''^sajfoioni to defrag the necessurg 
“^’g^tTiiag the eountrg, is not an 
urijufit andtOpprOssivo proceeding, oa the part 
of aa eiiligiiilened Government. 

■*%|r^®onel^ion, we are led to believe tba^ 
the view wc lake of these advances is, at 
present considered as opposed jlo the inter- 
e.tls oftfio majority pT those interested io the 
question in Biis country. Wo ban only , say, 
''ihal'wc have,put forward our opinions from a 
cqpvictiod* ^at fTid'resuJts to he anticipated 
fi'din litis eiourse of proceeding by Gavernment 
are fra^ught with dabgdr:. we shall be very 
glad'''td have it shewn to us that our views 
we erroneous, but in the mean time, we. hope 
niat the matter may be taken into all due 
eonsidbraiion by the ruling power, eer|taio.Ji.k 
is thatthe measure U a measure of iriterferV 
eiice ]withV,onimeroe, and with the interests of 
tliosdengaged in it, by the slrde, and siich pn 
liilerferonce appears to us to niilftate against 
that sound principle, which should regulate a 
Government-in its oonduct towards its sub- 
jeots.—JEfarkarK,'4prti 

The fi^urAoru endeavojars tp get'^ pver our 
objections to bis dobtriiie qf theCompkny's 
advances, in n very, ingesia^manner, but not 
in a way tHat oariies’^nviction with it. 
When wn^eWed hiin the result of an examb> 
nation of the empipm’Olal reedrdsof the place, 
wbieh temded.lu his, chief position 

^thaHthw ratoof .exohange had beeq sensi¬ 
bly affect^. by;tli^.advanoes, bo sayjfip ^ ; 

'^ 'bfWith TslwBiQe*db the lot point, viia,^4lattlis^; 
vanoes have not iiSbeted the rate of 
suapect'lhat any meridiani wlio'selb a bitf^ha^Engt^^' 
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BMuf»e(6nTy ^larKlaie tha ptopoblrfo^. * afldPltttVttiltMliii Mand on t1k6 0 |t|llOtitn 
may be anong as to thp tact, (arWch »«• |S«fiiove#« nf* ttie qiifstioij'^itt ** Ibq meMiaot who ioKr 
« ^ M>'bot Il«s prm«j»!B which are tne«ptt» to a WH on Bbgkntf, ooold iiatiifAttfotlfy rtoH- 
ilMiate, Is adtmtted by our cotm^nry law ilMii da«i the pfOposiUoa.’' tliatf* qoHe another 
to# ^»to ewneraud l.omMlwell^ « this qactw. ot a||£^|,* |,m nbt In thA ortjfinal bond, 

tSrcs." *"**' ” **««"“"•“* Ahioir artt'aWiujnny and nnthlrnat »nlMng. 

, - „ . ' ' «••> 4nd yet,, o»o» fills atf ament oati oof 

fa the faconf hgares1»aaC»1« nnwHIIng enatempofaty, fta sha^iyna |it« flidhtration 
to attnhihe fcot, but “ taspepu,’' that any ofiha princlpfr.ia dOtttaHWWbytlirffHastra. 
ner^ant who seRa a bill on £ng^d “ ebpW of ttwftet/ If the ia*rol«ib#Vli6 it desir- 
aallafkt^thTlIy elaoidato the ponowtlona/* o«s of stWng a WII ia obfifebd Ms eni- 

* * i. ."W" made from a aodinieiciaf that docs not lodb very ibuoN lUtb iiAjltidlca- 
SftffiSrnfi eitohange la •* goftig dofU.- 

aWIWiMy snpoose, that so^ can be the i*an- WRamoiit is allowed. » beoaosh wo 

ing{rtemporary,”ho sayS he nwO bo *»“*«» V' 

wffi m* to the mu but Witois be is^ot, to the oroducer, and thofofore Hhe 

Whitest tbabaiue time be omits to sbetotlw **?“ r‘it pr^ac^ 

gioimtM trills bofiof, that he is n<a Wiooa as •»«>«"»««•<* " at thesaonece of the mteiests 
{totbe IkotS of the ease. FigUi es ^redbe best c<»«“««c‘al qommunity. 

facts ia this case; we have quotodi tbtin in' Dnr brother is excessively ingenious at 
eb^Soi^atioiit of tour opinions: lotour hrotjjie'' Mvmg Meanings, and drswiog dedurtioiis 
dotbq aaniie ill refutation of it, ‘ therefrom, nut warranted by the expressions 

« O'ut Wt will the nuf kmm say tp tW«l- T n 

i.nn. iI.a --^w. beMisrepTcsented or mtsiinderstood, we will 

Mil the benefit of our contcmpuiaiy. 

nftar hii niitsfoiih kui iliii!nliV>fvaUonB. maintained that the advances so l.ir from 

^ iiiyurioiisly to the EnaUsh me hunt, 

** fiills oa IxiimIod of unesccBilonshte 1‘Miadri'have nidered synonimous with the producer also, 
ben will wuliin lilts feat few dayt m lergaimosat q*. i,ad tberontiary oflett, by enabling him to 
^aadmrmali aad awoiinis ai2s.4d,to ^ obtain an iiiimcdiate advance of money on a 

nf totoiUotl to> the csieut «l iJcOOO pj^-tion of his go«*ds and a Ircttcr price lor the 
y ^ *”'* Aaarsiiaa Raidi Ihlls at8s. 2 J par vu-qa loUiaindcr. A third of all the indigo prodoe* 

^ P*** * « * ♦ * ed goes to foreign countries dirccbfrom tbie 

The former we svlll preaeme tehelMitaat market; more4han a thud is shipped against 
twelve months’ date, and the latter, we have advances, while a gootl portion of theremain<- 
reason to know, having rMently purebaseda dcr goes either on private ancount, or to order 
Set, are at one month’s sight. Now, hero wo ftom Rendon. Is it an object liiat the mer- 
tind that, instead of “ dewa" going, the ex* chant nnd planter should got a good nr a bad 
change teSs.Sfd., us asserted byitoureonlem- price for their produoe? or that the Gull 
perary, It has in reality gone Up to 3g fUd., trader or the London dealer may be crtablod 
a practice beyond wbal the Hvfrharn deoiaiedYlc hny cheap and sell dear at tlieexponsr of 
it ought to be; and Instead of losing Id per t^he blue and the t^tntty clashes? Which is 
eent. on bisreturpa for veniute tvthiscouito tlie must reasonable advocate of Interests in 
try, the London mereiiant is aptnally benefit- country under sncIi i ireumstatices—the 
f^ to Something better than that anoent. Hwkaru or the EngtUhmm ? Oontle pubite 
WbyH' the facts can* be MiakSn, the publie jadte between us on this point. 

IS free to ”1 , of the sum of one millioo five hundred tboouiiil pounils 

observaiion lb*! Ilie brinciple wbiM he oicapiisi, has, in oor eatimition. tlieeffeotpf lender- 
altemptcdto fitustrate ia admitted, and that t],e Calcatts market to produce, by »o much the 
III conHcqnenre be is exonerated from digel-|gr,,atar than it was, prenoiuiy to Hue raeasvrs of Oo> 
ling on this question of the rate of exobange^; vernracot beug promulgated. 

^ correct. The system wbmli Is objqeted to, 


years. Before the cessation of Ibeir commer* 
’ bfother, IS heu^, jit oial charaeter, tbo company, our readers mtist 


’eeuirai^f’t'i^v.j^vi, 
Onr 
about and wb 


"turns aid in speoulati^. The iinsderu soys, 
nnd dfiNM j«M so, two seaSoMuro not Mwngh Uu fh<it 



Ca7£EKli[£«rT TR£ 

. -i' <1,^' ; ; ' 't .. » 

iiQM^ t^fijpr'oduclion of iodigpi^has not inoroas* 
^ .iq,^n»equencc of IhOriidvamMis ; try,, wo 
i'artbor back, and ado what eifect lias' 
beditiiFoducod by tite Company’ purqfaaswg. 

- i adigo. JU thera any porrespondll^ IliorOMp, 
or any >bii|j| to Justify tlio remark that ** ppw 
by the opemng of the treasury, he can cLeafly 
raise produce aritli the.cer^inty of goUii|g 
advances of the ti^rthirds^pf the additional 
proddue rfiised from fSov^ment; Ins, t4src> 
./ore, hit e^iioatioa.” Non* the an¬ 

swer to all this is, has it been the ease .? We 
tbiiik.not, and for .this reason, ^y the Coin-, 
pany advaaec one million li ve hundred thpd- 
sand pounds—what does'tiiis do, but displace 
an equal amount wlilcdi formhriy was sent by 
the London capitalist to be invested id indigo. 
Out since that time, other more profltable 
sonrees of investment have been opened up. 
The China trade alone has absorbed twice tbe 
amount, wliilu saltpetre, sugar, and silk hitve 
become favorites in tlio market, in instaiiceir 
where indigo would scarcely bo looked at. 
The fact is, that the merchants understand 
their interests too well ij|| permit the annual 
quantity of indigo manuTactured to be eit'* 
ecuded, even if it could profitably be extend¬ 
ed, wliieli is known to bo doubtful. 

■ « .i 

The Ilnrkaru is facotious on our suggestion 
that the advances operate as aobeejeto tiie 
iinproveiueul of the country by abslracuog itS 
circulating medium. We will make hinia 
present of half his ineiinationto laugh, and 
dispose of his other half without eoreinouy. 
Has he forgot to add the other one and a half 
niiliion, provided by bills drawn by tlio Home 
Governiiieiit in this treasury, I0kc greater part 
of which must be invested in produce , and 
by that means prevent remaining part of 
the drain.? So that instead of one and a 
half iiiillioDS added to.tiie productive dhpital,. 
double that amount, according to the reason- 
iiig of our culoriiporary, should have- gone 
to swell the annual produce of indigp nud" 
silk. But our ootemporary says—**.,wait;*' 
there has not been time enough fur this money 
to have found its way into those branches of 
production. No ?—then how have they been 
fructifying during two seasons, and tt^a great 
extent still farther back! Wo refer our oon- 
tuiuporary to Bell's tables for an elocidatiun 
of tbe mystery ? 

With respect to the point that theoolIecBon 
of a surplus revenue in India greater than ht 
sufficient to defray the necessary expanse Of 
governing the country, is an anjust and op« 
pressive proceeding, we most refer 4be Hwr- 
.Jkaru- to the Court of Proprietors and tbe 
British Parliament for explanation,’having 
nrothing to do w'itb'questioning the exercise 
of the national prerogative. We suggest,- 
however; that one Adorew Jaekson -aMhft 
asdooiates have been gnilty of the same crime, 
■withtms dilferenee—that the letter are going 
. to make resCitatioD, as soon-4is.they can agree 
abont the method of dividing the spoil. But 
does nnt this come with rather an ill grace 
! frdte om- ootemporary; who -bat the otheriSay 


«V|as laboring to persuade hit mailers, that 
t^ Xante ..Gpvernmeiit which remits, tliesp' . 
tkrde millions, is in a state of bunkruptqy 
0ti0U*hnum^Apnl2i. . 

The EHffiuhmim, as oitf readers wiU have 
observed, hns' token a difi^afent view from 
qqrsejyps as.tp the. e^lect of |bc Coiaf^f’p. 
advaheesi. upon jth'e interests of tlie oo^er- 
cigl public/in iliis. country. Ou^r ohjetWnoi 
to them werq manifold. W^ tnoo^iiCtbai 
the Company, as the SiiUe, ought.not to inter¬ 
vene in commercial matters: that tbql^toro-; 
meat coming into'tha market as a capatalist, 
was exposing capitalists to unfair 

compeiitioii: thatMHcertotiMg as to whe¬ 
ther or not the '^0ances would be made or 
withbeld,was ,ao enormoos evil ; in as much 
as it put to flight ail certainty in the calcula¬ 
tions of the uierhbant and capitalist, that the 
tlirosving Suddenly into the market so'large 
n sum* would (iBcot tbe exchanges, and that 
it.tended tp force capital into pecpiUar > iiain- 
nels of oohivation, and was, in short, the 
protcctioirof Uib interests of certain classesjl 
to tim injury of others, &c., &c.: these and 
many other phstpryatioiis did we throw out on 
fills qncstiWlt.' Ifhe EnptUhnum, however, 
teiis os we are wrong, so 8e it-; vve shall not 
inflict any more discusion on the point on onr 
readers for the present., We insert elsewhere, 
a letter on -the subject signed Q., which we 
must observe,-assumes at starting as a fact, 
that the Ciwipany's advances will be made 
periodieallff, and that this may be connted 
upon as a eertaintf, Tliis assumpUoir, if the 
fact omuld be establisbed, would obviate in n 
great measure, oito of our pripeipai objections 
to the making of the advances by tbe Govern¬ 
ment, namei^’, the. uncertainty; but there 
wpuld still remain behind i hovt of other 
olyeetioiis;- Which we reluctantly admit, still 
exist in oar,mind. We belinve, however, as 
'we have already observed, that, odr view of 
the question is aol the most popniar one, and 
so 1 ng. as the evils oonsaqueiU tta the biIt 
vanees, aiW oiniy rtMofs, and not actually/e/r, 
we vnnst not. expeet to be listened to, with 
very great attention. We shall ooeasionally, 
liowever, enforce our views on this toaltor, as 
eveota sliallncour to corroborate cur notions t 
bat we will not for tbe.present, trespass Cut- 
tber on tbe allontiott of oar readers.—Hurt. 

ApKil^ t i : .k.‘ i >, ■ . , . 

• ’ » i-f • ' ' •> J 
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-TO THB EMTOia Of TSi BSVOAL HUaXSRU. 

StR,—Granting thoiri^itlati titatlho-Indian 
IVeasdvy is^td dishursd'idSiihany fhrhe crores 
of mpees;^hd eqhivhlhntof wbioh is required 
in London He pay InfOtogt "no loans, interest 
oh'htock, aiid 10 ddflwy the: expenses of the 
homo estaWlsIiment, the question is how can 
this ]ar|-e earn be most-advantageously placed / 
into the coffers of the East India Company in 
London, since it gannot be invested and ro«f, 
mitted, as in former years, in produoo froto\ 
India and from China* k - '4 ‘^t 
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There are only Iwo waye by which this can 
d<m«; and ohe is bji^‘’fl»e Indian GdVerAnipihl' 
advancing money in India'and 'iil'Chfua' to 
the ^ivtters of prodace'to the I^hd'din mai^' 
ketf'OB '^ceipt 'of bills of tadinr ahd'(ioHdiett 
oNtistfrancii as seeaHty; ttnd the'other by the 
Court of Directors granting'bills on.the 0en< 
gat Government in exchangb'fdr mdney paid 
into the London treasury. ' ' 

By the first'method, the East^Iitdia Com: ‘ 
paiay receive « draft again^ the shipment^- 
payabte at six months afteraighb so tbas the 
draft «oaId become’imyable, allowing, for the 
passage to Bnglaad, about 12 months after 
date. . * 1 ; • 

B|r tlie second m^bdd, they .receive money 
in hen of a draft on their BeDgat Goyorti* 
ment,' at GOdays after sight; and, aliowing 
10 months for tbo passage out aod.back by a 
capitalist so investing his luoucy, to bo a|tcr 


ests of India ? How tth alTcoied ? ’ Is slib' 
,a whit Impoverished? ThO Ihterterehe'o vritit 
real caRitaJ,/It the expense of India, is a 
doctrine which cannot be jastfy maintained. ' 
If three erores of rupees' ale required to bo ‘ 
seat annually'ri'om India,'is the produce of 
India to be taxed with' 1b pef cout. to gb 
into the pockets of the English capitalists, by , 
the operation' of the Company receiving' the ' 
money in London? Moreover,theadvanbes in 
India cannot interfere with Indian capital, 
because ilie shipments of produce td London 
- , .... - , .. I- . Ml .fii would nut othorwiso take place. No Indian 

wards remitted frotn CaJentta in a hill.at ly without receiving an advance bn' 


montiis after sight, a loss of interest would, be 
incurred fur a period of IS months. . 

Between these iwo rates,- there must neces¬ 
sarily be a certain diirercnce equal tO’thlMoss 
of interest for 18 months. Thus, if the Indian 
rate of Exchange in London be 2a. 2d., the 
London rate Oti CaTciitta will not be less favo¬ 
rable than 2s; per'Company's rupee. As 
regards the East India Company, It iseqatilly 
the same to them'Whether' the money be paid 
into their London treasury 'against bills on 
theirlBengal Oovcrnment, or remitted to them 
by advances on prodube fyotit 'India or from 
China, "provided the difference between the 
two fates does ntft exece'd'‘that which rnby be 
deemed oquaftothe loss Icff interest. ' A capi¬ 
talist, however, who might wbht to'^plaee 
money in Cufciitta, for tht- pnrtmse Of advanc¬ 
ing the amount on, dr invested in prodoce, 
would reqdiTC a higtier rate of exchange than 
2s. 2d. per rupee, if he paid 2s. fur it jn’Loor 
don, because the difference is only 84 per 
cent.; being little more titan interest at Q pqr 
cent, per annum for 18 months, 

. I > ■ ' N ' >■' 

It is evident, therefore, that if.private capi¬ 
tal were to supply the East lndia.Compaey in 
London, in lion of tlieir drafts on their Bengal 
Government, the ratO'Of exchange in London 
must be lower; or the Indian rotnittutg rate 
must bo higher to.be cemuaeralive. 

It has been maintained, tbaf the C6m'- 
l)any have merely’ to lower their fate iM Lon-^ 
don, and private BiercantHe capital ’would 
furnis h. Ahe m with as much money as they 
fMjuiHpPBuppesing such td bp the faofj,''w1io 
HIRd^e 'gainers by tbb' 'oimratietn ? Not, 
most assuredly, the agricultUTrlitS og oianufae- 
torers eff radia; for capitalists on givir^Bm^T 
mrftfey td life Company in London; must'havb 
an equivalent in the re-axchange to pay^ for 
interest, contthitafon, and other ehavgesthh’d 
the producerf ivtUiis country must eoftivihute 
the equivalent In the shape of fowbr prices 
amtsmafler prUfith. ' India,, thororore, would 
be thconly sufferer By that mode being adopt- 

if • 1 jA£.4^iaMLia(A.. tfrx ImmSk J I« Sad * *m1i( !■ S jt’t Ii 


for ifiVould^i;..., 

..J. ift”! • 


.ber to 


lose ihat'which 


_ be remnneratiyc to the English' 
st/'aboal'15 p.m cent.,^,^.moh would be 
entirely saVed by'* the' Indian Government 
'making adVances'bh shipra’ap'ts. ' '■ , 

Itbas'been assarted that'the'system of inak- 
iilg advances’interfbr^s with priVe*- 
and leads’‘to specniatibu, 'aye/< 

Inerease in' ^lie edlti ta'UdpI Adinl 


even to an 

-....-Jdpl Adiiii 

three effeots to be Iroe, imnr’Stand tlie inter- 


iriVate ca|>ital, 
)e, even to an 
tdihitUng these 


his shipments, can compete with (he morchunt 
who buys and shi|||8 Indian produce as a 
mcdioni only of remittance of proceeds of un 
investment from Europe, except at a disad¬ 
vantage quite prohibitory. To give a practi¬ 
cal ■ illustration of the advantages, as a -set off 
against the deprecated evils, of the system of 
advanpes on shipments; about a couple of 
years ago, there was a section of the mercan¬ 
tile ooiDinunily, with a feeling of the most 
generous and benevolent sympathy for the 
interests of the creditors of two of the late 
Agency houses, who tried to restrain the 
Assignees from shipping a quantity of indigo 
to London, and to have the whole' of it sold ' 
in Calcutta. - .The Assignees bad essayed sales 
both publicly and privately ; but not finding 
purohiuers wbo, in the then state of the money 
marke* wonid give wiiat the Assignees consi¬ 
dered a fair value, the indigo was eyentuiilly 
shipped by them to London, and" realized, in 
fbomparisoa witli tbo prices offered in Calcutta, 
a very large protit.* 

If the Company’s advances injure the Eng¬ 
lish capitalist, which to a certain extent may., 
be admitted, ab do dll. letters of credit and 
iiefttioof repreiicntative's of capital. IVliat 
can be more injurious to the London iiior- 
chaot, who purchases drafts from the Court of 
Directors on the Bengal Government, as a 
ue'dinm 'of remitting funds to India for in¬ 
vestment in produce, than the system adopted 
by the Scotch Banks, whereby drafts on their 
London Agents are procurable by parties, to a 
Very large extent, without the cash being paid 
in exchange, bnt nterely on personal or ottier 
security ? Ttiese drafts are payable 00 days 
after sight, and they might be negotiated in 
Calcutta; (lie proceeds invested in pruduoe, 
and the produce realized in London wUhout i 
the party, who may be responsible |o the ' 
Banks, disbursing a siiyience in paymerit.>o/ , 
the drafts. Calqalating the Court o/.DiroU'” 
tor's Bills at Is. 1 J.d. per Company's^'upee, and. 
the Scot^ Bank Bills at2r. I^d. per ,.8a.. ra--. 
pee., the differeiico is in favor of the lathsi;,... 
from the amount of’intcrest saved. 
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ficnied, tik|wV increase ©p! 
r,ttp 9 fl*,<of 4 i?apital forced i 
• upoa, ine jMooey , marfcf^ wpind probably ^ 
Blended opfoyorable rrwi^tsi. b»t U i* 
neqpiuary If ask, with reference 4 « Sjepdai) iKiUi 
snob be^hc CQhaequences regacdina.tlieae oon* 

44Bas4nlaa4 aH mmas mm mU S M_Mli Aa.. A. Va _*. 


w«/,/?f^,,a, jp«^cul^U!i{o spirit to evince itself t 
yeL onder the ^cuinstances.of s^rjr unfavw- 
w^'^'tpftxiooc in the London 
marke|,!m^^viflrentive to specnJate is very 
feeble, if nqd'almost .annihilated.'an 
evil, lio,wever, that wouki cure itself, and not 
Cli all injure the Indian A{;rionltarist or 
„ !lf.twrie»:n, wbatpypr it might do to the 
‘•hcfchant. , . » 

-itfjtpos.e that these advances inprotptetu 
would ihorcasc the indiao Planter's noltiva-' 
tinn, p troiug a little too far into the region of 
imagination. . 

Your obedient Servant, 

Q. 

[liid. 


Ajirii 24, 1837. 


We eopy from the Harharu a very sensible 
letter signed Q. on the subject of “ The Trea- 
mrif advatlees and its effects’’ which in a ftreat 
measure relievos us from -the necessity of 
taking up the q'lestioii again, as wo had 
inleiKied in conscqnence of a disenssiun that 
has.been carried on between our two morning 
cotentporaries, and Ihe opinions still put 
forth, now more elaborately than ever, against 
the .system by the Canton press: There are 
some points however upon which we shall yet 
linva, occasiou to remark. In the mean time 
wo will subjoin a short article froq) this 
morning's tfurAaru ; 

“ The following is an extract of a letter fron London 

" It is imposoble toefhict sales: the tea trade esn ne< 
ver rerover go long as ilie Company advance money in 
Cliina j hut for that f.iei1ity speculators who have nothing 
to lo’P, would be kept out of the market, snd.the Hong 
Merchants would not ship on their own account as they 
do, nor he able to pblatn the enormous prices of the last 
sesson fur poor Teas. Until the Coihpany’areswly from 
China, the less yod do that way the better."' 

“ A commrrci.il friend in Calcutta, who Utanded us the 
above extmrt, assures us, that ' it gives ajust picture of 
the harm the Company inflict by tampering with adyitnoM ^ 
on goods. Where is ine use of iiaving oa^tsl or cfelil^ 
this system, is to go on rn China 1 ‘ It does ten titties mhfe'’^ 
harm there than here, and here it is had enriiiglt. 
work tsfth onf credit, and we should go on very we8f 
but it« useless touching the Clima Trade, so Im^ ii'h 
Finance Committee Cootinue.’ ” . . t . ; - «' 4 s 

The " harm" describerl above fs'Meafly iidi 
thiyrg tnore in the'long run than the reddcljoii 
r^the profit of the inthrm^diath agent (ti|ipi|i^/i 
chaittk And dividing tbit. pdrriSon bf hUgtlrtii 
of-W^tbh liMl^ideprivedahy augmeuted^nai^' 
tHipA.'^btwa^'thdprbdricerin Chiba and the 
coWtombmiSn^lartd. To foHow oat the wri¬ 
ter's prinbl^tds, we must wfgh the Cbiiapany’s 
W V^^stofed. ^ibt beihg life qoa- 
t^Tieoflha sy^in of grtlbtin|i^msbeoiMl»ir 


(jiiW k» naffy produce of , 

p$ .European market at the. least > 

sgbony charges, and with the 
leasipossitiilepiltlayvOfoapItgJIa The writer.does 
pot i^e tliei word, .ni|ia.boppiy« hot if be would 
speakrplalajf.b i^boid'bfli«ft.|k'Oat. Hennvjes , 
the Hong .Hffialiant idffho.t 

Export trade.; the Hqpg Mcrpbaai la 
eyes Uie interloper whom ihe Cobipany vieweA 
with so tnneli'jealousy ef diddn th^rea-trail^ ■ 
The prices of tea avo Uatd to have beoti 
haneed by this system of ad vancea.' 
yemperariiy so: kuttife growth-of be . 

extended ad li<n4fpi, aad aebtfrdufgtotSiO'poH*’' 
tioal economist the increased profit will be siire ' 
to extend the quantity in. proportion to the 
extended dOfnab.d, %iid to prqdt#e^a contos- 
ponding re-action in pricei ; '#hne the itcuu- 
mulating stocted ip ihb EngIJsli. inip'kQf ^will 
produce (as thdjr Vnth prodaeedyctieM |hicef;| 
and an. extended^ ’'bonsQniptfbt^' -at 


thereby of course;increasing tfie oomfoftfdf 
the people of England. Are tbd'iatero^'bf, 
half a dozen nder^ants to be put in 'eb(it]tofi^' 
tion with positive benefits Jihe these ?—Cbf- 
euUa Courier, April ~ , 

The Hurjkaruf after,,a ion jfcourse of decla¬ 
mation against the .Company’s aidvances, as 
ruinous to. trade, injurious to merchants, 
strangely aCTecting the. exchanges, and a va¬ 
riety of equally, well-fooudod complaints, bv 
at last hit qpon the only real ohjecUon to 
them, with which he promises to close the dis¬ 
cussion for ^he present. This is, the unoertain- 
ty ill which Government has hitherto veiled , ^ 
its finanoial operations. lathis we eerdialiy . 
agree with ouf^rotiier editor; it is indeed, a 
very serious evil to the msculiant, and in our 
opinion, the .only..,bpa of which < he has any 
right to cO;Uiplaiq.-ih-the whotq a^t. It is 
obvious Unit, to toe tbab]i^,^4't eatt make no. 
I•difl‘ereace if a certain apto to i>u'annually > 
remitted, whether it is effeetod by saltiag hills ' 
in London, or buying bills in Cjbfebtto: The 
Government having only ttie interests of the 
mass to consider and not thmie of any^pavUca- 
tar-class, should be totally regaidiess of the . 
clamours of disappointed speeulators in ex¬ 
change, provided they oaneomplete (heir ne¬ 
gotiations St the least pessihleoost to tlie pnh- 
Uc. At the saute- time, not-only justice, hnt 
selfvlpterest, deipand, that no wanton injury 
bo inflicted upon any olasi by these,.,, 
jpperations ;.for it would he Obsy to prove that 
an| derangenpiapt of, ptahlUhed meveanUile 
relaUons, must reach-ttppn Uie .yevciiae. .The 
hier(!h.ant may, tharefofe„ial^rJy ,,4«»»i|piA,all - 
the .information that.Govern-.. 

eieint oaa.ftjibrd - i. . 

sMit that aj 


hcen once inade pnhl 

. 

tt should h4.i,rb 
tanee froni'Oth' 
tioas^ renders iihiii, 
aua toatthe taterfe 


may fnrtoer in- 
uatiom having 
j polhr wantoB- 
litperrait- 


va 

eat possi 

that toe.g/reat 'di««iu 
''of eXjC|||l4# bP«iW'«^ 
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¥ee of GoyernmdiittiMf" 
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' endang«r the t'trtttnes of the most'prndrfhl 
' t'he money'matket, like tiie ocean, will un¬ 
doubtedly find its level, but the advontnioi 
nta^; bo stranded on the shallows, befoiq the 
ilo6d Ctfe’can make to his assistande. 

r ' 

tVith regard to Hie China advtiriocs, respoct- 
iog which the Hwknru has an extractor a 
letter, his commercial fiiend seems tQ have 
, forgotten that very large and'ifitporlant^ body 
' the coMsumm of tea. If what he states is cor- 
' teet, that sates ea.nnbt he effected in London, 
that is «il tnving prices of course, it follows 
':lhat the com|)tlutidn of Native Chinese ship¬ 
pers h|s alreedy beaten down prices in 
J!^^glana, whilst the enmpctilinn in China 
,,a,mobgst piircfiasers wilf'cnsiirc a larger snp- 
,piy _of leas for the next season, so that the 
o'n' the tea pot will be any thing but 
disastrous. It hns, however, been stated that 
the Company’s advanecs in China have not 
[been nia-de in the same open manner as is 
done here. We have heard that favored 
jobbers have been allowed to put their names 
dowii ,for any sum they pleased without 
jprddpoiiig goods, and have then resold titeir 
sci^ip (for so it iimst be termed) at a profif. 
‘,Thts is a scandalous abuse and ought to he 

S ut down withdht delay for the honor of the 
overnnnent. The Harkaru allows that his 
Tiew of the remittance qiie.«tion is not the 
most popular ; it would indeed he wotidorfitl 
4t it were as it Just, amount to this. The 
Govcrjiment, for the last two years, has 
treated the merchants as a swiinating master 
does little boys,~tied bladders uiidei their 
arms, and told them to strikeout uiaufully. 
Now that they are in deep water, co .les the 
ffurkaru 1 ^n<l descants on the advantages of 
swimming without snppoit. and insists on the 
^bladders being e,ot away. Those on whom the 
experiment is to he tried, say, “ let u.s land 
•first, and then ent them nfl as soon as you like; 
if yon out them a way now we sliallhe drowned?” 
” ,Oh no,” says the Hmlaru, ” sound piinci- 
p!o.s require that you should swim no further 
than your own, strength will take you ; 
jtherefoie the sooner, the strings arc. cut the 
bettar.’f Cap the man wonder that his argu¬ 
ment is unpopular, with the swimiuers, who, 
^moreover, suspect tlwtt lijs real pbjvct is in 
epab.le bis fiiend, tl,i.e sausagemaker. to.hny 
the put bladders at liU own price 7 -J^nglUh- 
mgn, Jlpuil 'id. 


; We shall permit onrselres another last word 
'ortwe wn.'the subject'of the Company’s ad- 
‘’vai(r7^A .; hnd should the snhject hore ourtea- 
they‘may Iba-ik onr moinirig cote.iripo- 
jHtfy, who.se remarks on the .snhject in Tue.s- 
^day'^,I^p^f,,,,have seduced us once again into 
this,'l«!d]rd|,^Wj»rXarc. The uacer(^mfy .of tbe 
Ill Ab^/lpiitled evil,, and«nbtlii‘ng,;i 
onr ,’co<tpijit^i;j^i;y, ,sli(jrt of nhmute.ntces- 
'pij/, sliowld pn thp ,part ef Goverp- 

jiaeqt. B; wiilMlj^wal of ihesje anticjpntfdpery 
-oijJcaradVf eniporary gppeafs to 

finn^idef to .{i;Bbi4epj;s, 


political, OT ntlier. of any sort or deseripiitnit 
whatever. The three niiliuns appaiently are 
ever to be periodically (annually) ,.i;etniUed* 
and the advanues-are a. oertaiuty... The g,tcagt 
distance from all other centres of .Exchange 
is admitted, and .the pussihility. of deriving 
immediate assistance jiinpossiblef.^o that, acr 
cording to oar interpretation of tlieap^ adnrie- 
sions of our cotemporary, conunerci&l^iprvor 
perity in this country is made to .depend iu a 
great measure on the .qreat Gsvernment jcapi^r 
Ust, and iiis‘ uncertain apcoinmodalion . in the 
shape of advance.s I Itappears.to beadmiued, 
that the great Government capitalist, will 
drive the ordioarv capitalist, out of the inaikut, 
and ill this the Englishman rejoices, beeau-se, 
forsooth, the ordinary eapitalist wants to boy 
the bladders at his own price! , Now we ilo 
not see any harm whatever in this, Ifthe 
bladders were not in great demand, the ordie 
nnry capitalist (the sausage-uinkcr of.the 
Englishman) would not gel ilieiu at his oa ii 
price; deaiand and .supply, and all that sort 
of thing, would regulate itself without the 
inicifercnce of thf Compaiiv, in Uic sliape of 
advances. Indeed the neeo.ssily of bladtlers, 
would he altogether do >e away with. And to 
u.s it appears, that tlie argumoiil of ourco- 
temporarv, is any Hiing h.it nomiiliiiientary to 
the ciiuimcic’al coinmunily, whose opinious. 
at Ibast t!ie majoiity of whose opinions, he 
assumes to repiesetil. The Government.has, 
says this writer, treated the mercliauts as 
doth the swimming master his pnpils^ He 
has tied bladrUis under their aims and hold 
them to strike ovt manfaUg!! If he ^ut 
away the hladilers they must needs drown, 
says the Englishman! I and lliis is what 
we want in older that our fiiend the sau¬ 
sage-maker may luiy (lie bladders at ‘hi.s 
own'price! ! from all which wc infer, tliat it 
is intended to be said, the Government''has 
hy its arivances for the last two years enabled 
the marehants (agents and producers, we 
presume!) to cariyon. They arc iherefoic 
dependant on the Govemmeni wdvanres! 
which our cotemporarv calls bladders, «Bd if 
the advances be withdrawn now that-the 
yierehants have gotost of their depth; they 
mu.st beeds drown, Whereas we say that tlie 
ordinary capitalist would havo given bladders 
when called fur, and would have been..so 
wound up with the snccessful atr-hievement 
the swimmer’s undertaking, that he never 
would, for liisown sake, have cut the strings 
—and that in point of fact he would never 
have set the little hoys a swimming at all. 
Spmq few of tlie very great cripples, juii^png 
them woiilij, in cop.scquence, never hayebeeo 
tempted into the water,,jvnd the terriljle nje'f 
ees.sily for bladders vi-ould not have exjj^ted. 
But as inatlers at present stand, if, Gwarj»!- 
ment sJioald,hc.pece|siiated to cut the.fttilagf 
of the^^bladdei-s, the popf little ltpya va^Id gef 
a thrfii^le full.qf iiqjrty j^lt 
sausage-maker vyonjiil after.all.lptj' l^.blgdT 
dera ae%is own pri/eef , ..i,.,.. 

If, therefore,{1jo',pai^Bllcl |^jr/iJ^e(jk^hoi*bfby 

whatever naaili ih'd classiqgl', 
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Ue oalled, ^h^v] the flommer- 
ciiar te^minvntty Irefft is in a »oft of preilica- 
tneirtii ''It iii‘«titUeIy or very {^really depen¬ 
dant fttr Rooifintnoda lion '6n one great capi¬ 
talist^'who has-no interest In eoinmon with 
th6se it acconitaodates, other than that whieh 
id' ptlrOiy transitory'—and no eonnexion hot 
trl''8t' mtiyi' Bodording to'all rule, be jastly 
tOrnrinated at a moment’s notice. It suite*! 
'Government to make the advances; it sailed 
agents and producers to receive them—the 
advances are made^< or they ai'e withheld, 
aecording to theinferest or thc exigencies of i 
the state, and the merchant has nothing to 
eoiiiplnin of. The Government capital is a 
sum of money derived from sourecs almost 
wholly foreign to ooinmerciai relations, it is 
wholly or almost so, iiidependant of eonirncr- 
cial dealings. Whereas the capital of (he 
ordinary capitalist is a sum eiiibarked in-the 
sort of commercial speculation eunnccteJ 
with the pioduce, &c. on which the advances 
ate made. This sort of capitalist goes on for 
his own interest. Onne fairly embarked,/te 
does not stop, or if ho doe.s there are olher.s 
ready to take Ins place; his interests .ire 
those of the people with whom he tralic.s— 
hat the Government sits aloof, intervenes or 
Hot as it pleases. Its airy is in the er'dar’s 
lop, and dallies with the wind, and scorns 
the sun, and, accordiiii: to the JSnt/HsUman, 
doles out bladders, to the lloiindering mer¬ 
chant, or not, at his pleasure. Ilelter it were 
•SO, we say, for the nierehant, that the bladder 
had not i>een doled out nil ; that the neces¬ 
sity for it had not existed; and that the 
jngeni()a.s paiahle in whieh our cotemporary 
is pleased to speak had not been uttered. 


fdir towards the deal«r8 who are not in a eon* 
ditioH to tak« ad«aflta|:e of a great sale at the 
present momentw > 

As we said before, we eannot doubt that the 
suspension wiir be of service to sntidry spe- 
ci|iaiors in the drug, or whence the rejlresen'* 
taiion which wa.' either sent in, or on the 
point of being so ? Rut we cannot flatter the 
Government with any assurance that they'have 
made a finannial bit in this instance: at all 
events ifte advantage Uiey may expect to reap, 
'Wilj he more than counterbalanced by the 
uiiiinate consequences of the virtual breach 
of faith wliicli It involves. Who, hereafter, 
will have any confidence in ihe Government 
announeements? What honest trader, who 
trades ttpon hi^ own capital, will keep,his 
money to effect purchases here, when a stroke 
of the pen may derange all his plans and give 
undue advantages to reckless and penniless 
bagar speculators—men of .straw, who jive 
only by the capiices of fortnne and the vihiBi.s 
of authorities The opium, must sooner or 
later go to (^hiiia, and those who purpose 
dealing in that commodity will, by such whim- 
siealily as we have adverted to, be driven to 
keep their money in China and make thoir 
purchases on the spot.— Enyiishman, April 27, 


We have a great mind to write an article 
on a short article which appears in yesterday's 
Enfflisfitnan. We furnish ids .scribes daily 
with subjects for their lueubrations. They, 
for mere lack of mutter, are compelled to 
take the Hnrhara for their text, and their 
comments on the 1st text are in ail eonscienoe 


With respect to China, the consumer, and 
the lea pot, wo do not see the force »f the 
observations of the EapHshmnn, Scandalous 
abuses, and private jobbers, we agree, ought 
to be put down ; and their exi-itence at a.II, is, 
we should,think, a very ^trong argument 
against the system of advnnce.s. But wlielbei 
inaiket overstocked with lea.s, will bcticlil the 
lea pvt\n England, is another question—ihe 
probability on Ihe contrary is that the Goverrt- 
uient advances will drive private capitgl into 
other channels and that Ihe good folks al home, 
will still enjoy all the benefits of a monopoly 
of teas by the great Gavernment capitalist, 
niatgre the charter, and Kings, Lords atid 
Commons tofaoot.—D^urAuru# April 2d. 


We little imagined, while we were writing 
tampon the subject of the opium mkrket, that 
Government had actually postponed the sale 
f"® ?nne. It vras indeed so rumored 
■ Courier, but as our contemporary’s 
information is not always correct, we went to 
confident irtdhe ultimatefulfilmeni 
fef out^ropheigf. Wehqar that the declared 
ot^ectof Government In putting of the sale, 
w IS to do the best they could for their own 

■*ii?^**satisfied ^helr consciences 
W||n,thc beliqf that this arraii—■"-* * 


waJ 


sniheientlyabsurd. Uiircotemporary appears 
to be the sport of every wind that blows. 
Tlia master Maiapeit who lately did hta 
finance, w'as a strenuous supporter of Go¬ 
vernment. On the subject of the Conipany'a 
advances, the Enf/lishman suppbrfs, as he 
thinks, the view of the majority of the mer¬ 
chants; telling them at the same time, that 
they are tradeis williout capital, and little 
wanton boys wlio swim on the Government 
I bladders far beyond their depth; that, in a 
word, the mercantile cumrannity, or that 
portion of it which stands in need nf the 
advanees, is overtrading and eapital-less, and 
dependant in a great measure on Government 
for support ! A very pretty Compliment 
assuredly to the mcicantile eominunity, and 
we firmly believe it a mere compliment, at 
least intended as such by the blunderer who 
writes in the Englishman on the subj^ect; and 
taking it aUogether,'as an assertion without 
foundation, it is nevertheless an odd ihitig 
lo say of a meicautiie cpnuuunity. 

But on the subject of the opium sale, our 
Morning Star, Our tjucifer, our liglit-inipart- 
ing cotainpoidry, has altogether a different 
notion of things in general, and of the con¬ 
duct of Gavernment in particular. Govern¬ 
ment postpones the^ sale, doing the best ii^ edn 
for its otiin at least such it|the mutltB 
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awhile to^ Oiir, contemjiorarj’f howlinj <» 
this 

• . - H I , 'll' * ' 

" SafWe cannot flatter the Government wkb any as>. 
enranee' that they hare made a financial hit in Uiia in- 
■ atBACe; at all events the advantage they may expect 
.totreap,' will be more than cpupterbalanced by the ulti-. 
male cnnsequcncca of the virtual breach of faith which 
it involves. Who, hereafter, will have any confidence 
in the Uovernmeui aunui^nuements 1 Wliat Uunest 
tracer, who tradee.upon his own cajnta'I, will keep' his 
'money to effect purcliaaea jtere ivhen a stroke of' tlie 
pen 'may derange all his plans and give undue advan¬ 
tages to reckless and penniless bafars speoulstors—men 
of etrah', who live'only by the caprices- of fortune and 
whims of authorities 1 The D{»ttm, inustenonor or later 
‘go to China, and’those who purpose dealing in that 
mommodity, wilt by such whimfically os we have ad- 
- vorted to, be driaen to keep their money in China and 
-maketheir patcbaaee on the spot. 

Who befeaflcr will have any onnfidence In 
OovernmeDt aniii)unceinent.<) ? What hone.st 
trader who trade.* upon his own capital, will 
keep hi.* money to cfTect purchases here, tohen 
a Ui oke of the pen may derange all his plans '? 
Now we confess these questions of the En- 
gVuhman do appear to os very pdrtinent qnes- 
tiqns, and particularly worthy of observation. 
The Government monopolist does not tind it 
Acilthis finances to sell his opium, and the 
'iherchanta begin to exclaim I their confidence 
'Ha Government announcements is gone! that 
is, we presume, on the subject of the opium 
sales. Their confidence of some of them is 
siili in full swing, with reference to the 
advanees. 

Government, in the matter of opium, con¬ 
sults its own finances; and postpones the sales, 
totbe great probable loss of certain purchaserK, 
who, want to buy cheap. Government will 
’ xrever of coarse be tempted to consult its own 
convenience on the subject of tho ndvantfes ; 
they will he ever at tiie command of tho.se 
who, according to the Englishman, will stVtf' 
unless these bladders of advances are extend¬ 
ed to'them. We will not now say anything 
more on (his subject of a mercantile commu¬ 
nity throwing itself into the hands of a great 
monopolising capitalist, who has no interest 
in common with them ; wo will say nothing 
more abonta capricious withdrawal of capital 
and a sadden change of plan of Government 
remittances brought about by the exigencies 
of Government, and State secrets, or by any 
other circumstances; should any such event 
take place, the Englishman, it is quite evident, 
"Will do all the howling called for oh the ooca- 
ilon. Wb shall content ourselves with raising 
jAe voice of warning, be it the task of the 
"‘SugUshman to lament when the time for inmen- 
shall have arrived.—STurAa/'N, April 28. 

’ -~~- 

;.;«frft|^r«,i|e any circumstance i« a contro- 
Jlirsy which cgQrXive pleasure to a disputant, 

is, theifindi.ag aU antagonist reduced to o 
pimple negatiyo..; and if Uiat negative be given. 
^;io the l«ast eoctrieqas tertas ofirhich o«r Ian-, 
guafe admits^ttiapnly an additionartriinnp.li. 
We pbinted oat t&at the Burkaru, after years 


of praiab bestcwed'upnh thefieemanen't settla-i 
ment, had all at’ once' tuiweiL rduftd.aad pro- 
flouneed it a eurse -instead of a heneftt.. To 
this, he replies that the Engliskmmt'lies,'ov 
iafoours under the burthen of amisiake, nmrk- 
ing by italics that he wishes it to be understwd 
in a most offensive sense. The proofs of kis 
tergiversation are thrust in his face, and- dris 
answer is you lie—under a mistake. The ori¬ 
ginality of the criticism, is equal to its value 
asan iiigument, but, in his brealliless rage, 
he ha.s not been cautious enough to adlicre to 
facts in his counter-'acensations. He asserts 
that we accuse him of wi.shing to introduce 
the Marwarree system into Bengal. We did 
no such thing,—we said that he was lending 
himself to those who wish to overturn the per¬ 
manent settlement. Surely we have .siifheicut 
grounds for the charge! Would not its ene¬ 
mies he ju.stified in saying that it was given 
up by one of its oldest and steadiest suppor¬ 
ters? Would not any public servant who has 
recorded his opinion against it. if indeed he 
should condescend to take notice of the Hur- 
karu, be justified in saying that the wannest 
advocates of this system now admitted that it 
had proved a eurse in.Htcad of a hencilt? If 
tiiis be not a lending to the otiicr side, it is a 
free gift,—a tiiorongli and complete ratting, 
an litter abandonment of principle, and one 
whir'll, if vre mistake not greatly, will be par¬ 
ticularly unpalatable to the remaining seve-ii- 
ty-four subscribers who have stuck by the 
Burkaru in all its late extraordinary evolu¬ 
tions. 

Our contemporary says, that he furnishes 
our scribes witli daily matter for their luciibrn- 
tlons, and by way of proving, we suppose, that 
his speculations are entirely original, he treats 
his readers to about a column and a half in 
illustration of oar comparison of merchants 
trading on borrowed capital to boys swimmings 
oh bladders. The metaphor has so stuck irr his 
imagination that he repeats the word blad¬ 
ders” about fiftee,'! times. As he dislikes this 
illustration, we will treat him to another. Let 
us suppose half a dozen villages snugly seated 
under the protection of the Company's binid, 
and that the engineers having reported ttiat 
the bu'hding s.vsteni is a bad one, proceed to 
cut away the bund at the lop of the iumidation. 
If the villagers remonstrated on the probable 
destruction of their property, would it ' he a 
.sufficient answer to tell thern “ the blinding 
system is bad, and must be abandoned,—rivets 
will find their own natural level, and you hill 
be much safer when the bunds are removed ? ’ 
Might not they say, “ wait till the Hoods have 
subsided, give us notice of your intentions, do 
not withdraw the protection we have relied 
on at a moment the most unfavorable for us.’ 
>Voiild these persons be obliged to a spectator 
a bo, like the Harleru, cfics “ cut away by all 
means, it is' any thing hot complimeblary 
to you, gehiiemien, to Supposethatyon teqaire 
support? We think they are mnoh tnore'mcly 
to be contented with those whoi like^onrse'lve.'s, 
join in their petliion for Tirrbeavaace. After 
the enOrtpous Ibconsisi'encles, vrlrich jwe bare 

already ekiposed, it vreuld bh noedlestttr'thew 
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• tfiMi' the eoii4act ine .ara- advocatiaf^, (and. 
wiricli. the. Bengal goiseronijunt haejadopted 
relative to advanoes) ia dtt^.perfect keeping 
>' with the prtnoi'ples wltieh onF.i^oateinporar;^ 
.need to manitairu He is pleased tp djl^in> 
‘guiah between the Editor of th^ EnglUkman 
«nd ow leribei; we oanpot let Uiu uif .$o 
easily; he prides himself upon his anUy,,--rlet 
him then Iwar nil. H<s .sins of self-cootradio- 
•iion. We wilt si-ne inmuo a dish oi it when- 
over ilir. eritieal huioour eomes upon him. In 
the moan time we leave him to digest the per- 
meanmt settlenumt, as be best can. If it shonid 
prove too tough, we will stand by to adminis¬ 
ter a draught of hitters a.s occasion may 
require.— Englishman, April 29. 

We call attention to a letter upon the mncli 
discu^sed question of the Company’s advan- 
ee.s, wliich take.s a very sensible view of the 
subject. We do not think it necessary to odd 
any further leiu.'trks of our own at present. 
—Courier, Mag 1. 

To the Editor of the Calcutta Courier. 

Sir. — Sinee the Charter granted by the 
Wiiig Ministry, of the day to the East India 
Company in 18:).3, the three crores of rupees 
required in England, for the wants of the 
Company and the Government of indip, nmst 
he exclu.si\ely furnished by India, which 1 
pre.siime to he the same tiling as .saying that 
it must he exclusively furnished hy this pre¬ 
sidency. It has liecoinc a question, puhlicly 
and keenly discussed, whether the Govern¬ 
ment ought to advance any portion of the 
money in its metropolitan treasury tothetner- 
chants of India, for the piirposo of making the 
whole or a part of the required remittance. 

I propose to discuss this qnestiony really 
desirous both of information, and of making 
niy own opinions astho.se of a comparatively 
disinterested observer know, and t (riist y* 
there is any value in my argument, it will at¬ 
tract attention and induce other men, who 
could throw light on the subject, to publish 
their sentiments on a question that concerns 
ns ail, and which, however it may touch here 
and there individual interests, candiardly be 
discussed passionately or without advantage. 

My first proposition is, that whatever may be 
the mode of leauittance, or to whomsoever the 
.profits of exchange and .re-exc/mape may go, 
Bengal (by which I mean the ancient Presi¬ 
dency in its whole limits fot I am not locaf 
ftnancior enough to settle propuriions) finds 
,thc. money. Secondly, that bullion remit- 
tanees in siher are now totally outufthe quea- 
,tion. Thitdiv, that as the Company can al- 
i.ways grant bills at a more advantageous rate 
lor.Usi^if as a seller, than the private mer- 
«hant, or any otlier individuals, it is purely 
ftp rent to the pdbple of IndtR, considered 
.ne a whole, wbeth^rdiills.are drawn from Loh- 
>)doB orGbina, or advanepa made on the spot to 
the niorohanU, of India';., this p^o/dfioh re¬ 
quires a primary iwuicfi of tyro slight excep- 
*ioD.s: in staling it, I as^pnic that the adlvan- 
■y.q#to metchtists ofllhe spqtiMril inOhj^aare 


on principles and are as 

secure to Gdvernmdnt, as if cash were paid 
into the Leadenliall or Calcutta Treasuries, 
and that the exees* of gain which may have 
arisen (lithertoon the China remittances can¬ 
not very tong continue, and is not large 
enongh in such a question to make a^ateriai 
qualification of the proposition necessary. I 
proceed to elucidat'o to the best of my power 
tli^ third proposition, which seem to me the 
only one that requires any elucidation. Mer¬ 
chant or capitalist in London pays money into 
the Leadenliall Street Tieasary, andtakes.biiJs 
on the Government at Is. lid. per Company’s 
rupee ; when oa.shed here, his Agent, (bullion 
remittances being out of question) roust remit 
in the produce o(^lndia. It signifies nothing, 
whether such remittance is made on bills or 
not, or al the risk of the London or Calcatta 
Merchants the bills are drawn against Indian 
produce and the rate of the hills, the farthing 
more or Ics.s, or the commi.s.«ion paid, all this 
is purely itudifTerent, both to the Government, 
and the people of India considered as pro¬ 
ducer. The London merchant, or oapilalist, 
supposing him to deal merely in bills, gets his 
money which ho paid in London at Is. lid. 
per Company’s rupee back again atfiom 2s. 
2d. to2.s. 2|d. or more egen: and he gains 
from 13 to Id per cent, as the case may be. 
Take it the other way. the Caica'tta mcrehtmt 
receives advances from Government and 
makes his 2s. 2d. to 2.s. 2ld. per Company’s 
rupee or more, and receives his money back 
at Is. lid. or a penny better rate, and then 
(the year come round) the profit has been the 
same, only it reruaius- in dilTerent* pockets. 
If the money has been advanced in .England 
it goes exclusively (agency eommission apart) 
to the English capitalist. It is in vain as it 
appears to me to talk of the greater likelihood 
of los.s, on one side of the Cape or the 
other, for the remittance must be made in 
produce, and at sQme body’s risk—and if .the 
money come in the first instance from London 
and be reimbursed here to tba bill-holder, the 
remittance in produce mu.st be made at the 
risk either of the principle or the agent or 
some third party, and what does that signify 
in tbe large question of benefit to India ? 
If the whole of the three crores were steadily 
paid intathe London Treasury of the Compa¬ 
ny by London capitalists or merchants, the 
whole profit of 13,to 16 per cent, would steadi¬ 
ly go into the pockets of tlie advanoes there, 
subject more or less tv the risk of return, and 
the Calcutta, Madras and Bombay merchants 
would only profit by an Agency Commission. 
If tiio whole of three orores nn.the contrary 
were steadily advanced hpre alknown periods, 
the Caloulta, Madras and Bombay merchants 
would pocket the profits of exchange and 
re-exchange on short advance and profits and 
their London Agents the commission. This 
would stirely be a benefit. If not to India at 
larg^, at least to Its metropolis and eujrita- 
cities, which cannot be an object of indifferl 
ence to the local GuverOment. ■ ■ 't 

The Court of Diteciors, perhaps with a Hew 
to Siretigthen oily interests, imrhaps 6^ the 
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^Iipi^ositiotiiliiijljt jRtas a iffound and profitably. 
JBjn^noial^luiBaf^ei, haa opened its uensnij for 
* advanoe^tQ extent of tliree orores; this has 
aifieiSsarOj cramped the measures of the loeal 
Gav.pfnnaent, and rendered the local advances 

amount and in poiut of tinte unceriaint, and 
tiiat tliiSi is an evil all men nittea. Late eveats 
tiave proved that the money market of Enxiaod 
Is nearly as subject to HaclMatioti as that of 
Calcutta., and that in such times no. amount of 
advance in London can steadily be reckoned 
DO; 1 throw it out for consideration, whether 
|t tv6i||id .not he a steadier tiiiancial resource 
for Qdv,eruraent to depend solely on the Indian 
Inboey markets, advertizing its intentions be¬ 
fore hand ; 1 believe, that it would prove so. 
The uncertainly of time a^l men agree is as 
great an evil as the uncertaiuty of the amount 
of advance. 

I observe that the (rlaigow memorialists 
eomplain that the British outports do not be- 
aebtas tnuch as London because the produce 
of India to the extent of the three crures must 
needs go to London. In the same .spirit the 
eapitalists of Calcutta, and the Agents of 
London capitalists complain of the iate ad¬ 
vance by Government because it encouragc.s 
a tendbnuT to speculation. Why, the holding 
back of money to taAe advantage of the waiiis 
M others is surely a speculation, and if a man 
trould not advance to another at2s. 4|(l. per 
sieo'a rupee because he hoped by and bye to 
get 3s. 6d. he was a .speculator, and it was his 
business to consider the piohabitity of a Go¬ 
vernment advance whtcli should disconcert 
his plan qis one of the chances of liis .S|iccula- 
tion. I must say, I'^cantlot see in political 
eoonamy any reason why the spcciilutioii.s of 
the capHtalist or money merchant are entitled 
to Ire con.sidered as more or less mischievous 
than those of the merchant of produce, and it 
seems to me that an advance of funds to thS 
extent only of tvp-thirds of value, to be cer- 
Mnfjf repaid at six months after arrival with 
charges, is an encouragement of lawful tiade 
which is in its essence speculation, hut not of 
rash speculation. Further, it seems to have 
been overlooked that since 1833, as well as 
before from 1829, the Government has always 
made advances in aid of its own remittances 
to merchants on the spot. 

With the wish that the reasoning.^ 1 have 
used, and the conclusions I have come to may 
be canya-sse.d or confirmed, refuted, according 
to their deserts, indifferent as to what conclu¬ 
sions I may ultimately arrive atmyself, 1 reca- 
I^Unlate them in the hope that they may he 
of fome 086 and attract notice that may be 
ipolil^ usefuL. 

. i;lhink . that the local Government ougfatto 
tmve .tj^ power to make advances in India tb' 
the fvhole amount of three crores: that this 
w^l^'/wateriaiiy benefit the capitals and sea 
Mifts of ImUa, while it would not in^tny wise 
OijMT the ptodtuttiig classes, though it ff^onld 
ituMcnns to me benefit them, for to them 
jlpa indifferent who profits by exchange: that 
Mn periods and the amoent of advance klionid 
JpEiDhtle |)ttbiic in due time before band, and 


I believe, that in-seehiieaiie'dbe wbiEde amoimt 
ofpi<(HlooeTeq^uit«d..wowld.'be'really fdi^th- 
coming.. Lvstlyv that the Gitvernment'ha oink¬ 
ing its last advance has done a wise and bene- 
fieientaot: U istlie dpty no dodblof Govem- 
tpieni aS'Weli ab its policy t« -do MOhaets, but 
we ought to be thankful, and 1 can shy so; 
wjth a better grace witu have certainly no in¬ 
terest in the matter, tbht cah lewi ttie to> ad¬ 
vocate its policy. 

Ibid.] QUOP PETIS, HIC ksT, 

• . . . , 

The propriety of allowing the Company to 
continue their advances in India and China 
against bills upon London sec’ired by merchan¬ 
dize, as a means of effecting their annual 
rumitlanue to the home treasury, is still so 
stTcnnousIy disputed in certain rjuarters, that 
in spite of the many refutations which the ob¬ 
jections started from time to lime have receiv¬ 
ed, we miKslmakea few remarks npon some 
features of the sy,stem which have been either 
overlooked or hut slightly glanced at. The 
senseless clamour against these advances as 
tending to encourage speculation was well met 
by a correspondent iii our Iasi Monday's paper 
who justly observed tint, whether the Compa¬ 
ny elfceteci the traiistcr of their remittance 
funds from India to England by purchasing 
billshore or selling their own drafts in London, 
the stimulus to trade and .speculation was the 
same in its aggregate amount, for the purchase 
of the Company’s hills is as much a specula¬ 
tion as the purclia.He of goods, and not a bit 
more entitled to respect than any other branch 
of trade. But the merchant engaged in the 
business of exchange.s, which on'the Continent 
of Europe is called banking business, isonlya 
money changer like any pice clianging shroff 
in the bazar. Against tlie profits of tlie lat¬ 
ter, when raised by combination or accidental 
opportunities, we cry out that they are extor¬ 
tioners, and Government i.s called npon for its 
influence in some shape to do away the nui- 
sanre—nav. Government is even urged to 
deprive them of their traifio altogether by 
undertaking the money-ohanging business 
gratuitously itself. Now this is just what the- 
Companybave done on a larger scale in China. 
The shipper of opium and cotton from Bengal 
or Bonilmy wants returns : the people of Eng¬ 
land want tea and silk : the proceeds of the 
opium and cotton might very welt he applied 
to the poroiiaSe of the tea and silk, but the 
English consumer’s money is in England and 
the Indian merchant cannot wait for a remit¬ 
tance to India from so great a distance. Foiv 
tiinately for both a hanker (the East India 
Company) having abundance of money at 
command, and unlimited credit every where, 
but especially in Bengal, opens a ibeteeaf 
Canton for tire mere purpose of remitting funds 
to England without otherwise interfering wiiJi 
the speculaUons of the murobant.—You aT*. 
just the man 1 wanted," says tbe.opinm trav 
der, heseare my* dollars : I oan’t get them 
away on hoard yonder clipper, because the 
export of specie from'€blaa i.s prpIlMiit'ed and^ 
the' Madaritt^hioata Iteeil a 'Sbli^’ look tnit' 
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miMT give mevii bill apon yonr Amm at Cal*, 
cmta.”' On UteotUer hand, the. tea drinfcent 
ih England* represented by an intclligeitt 
between eslled a merchant, say to the 
.Company’s Agent, ** Apply this opium money 
to pay for emr tea in China and we will repay 
the amoqnt into your banking shop in Lead^ 
anhaii Street." “ A bargain," says the Com¬ 
pany’s Agent, f* and there shall be no corarnis- 
siun charged, provided yon gi*re me ninpJe 
secority by a lieu upon the goods." Is this not 
a banking agency conducted oiathe mo.st liiie- 
ral principles ? It' a set of private per.sons hml 
Opened an establishment for the same kind of 
business, oot a word of objeotion would have 
been said, tliougb their practice had been to 
subject tire goods hypotiiecatr-d to a commis¬ 
sion : their profits of exchange and commission 
tyoold have been regarded n.s only the fair pro¬ 
fits of capital, and we never should have had 
the least complaint against them for encourag¬ 
ing the stieculations of other adventmers, 
tkongli perhaps they wight advance a largir 
piopoi'tiun of the value than the Conipany 
now do. Look at the present condition of the 
opium tiade, as conducted here. The verv 
same class of peisons who condemn these ad¬ 
vances of the Company while giving but two- 
tbiid.s of the value, have been of late years 
advancing within ten per cent, of the market 
price liere against npi •») consigned (tr tbcii 
own friends in China : the Company have ne¬ 
ver advanced a single rupee upon that article ; 
and if speculation lia.s been bolder in it than 
ill an.\ other, the Cninpanv are certainly not 
to bo binmcti for it. Look again at the .situa¬ 
tion in wliich the trade is placed in China 
by a siispe<i.sion of the Coini’any’s hanking 
agency there. The seller who must make re¬ 
turns to Indio, has nothing to send but bills 
upon England uncovered by security, or fo¬ 
reign bills (thereby fostering a foreign ea- 
rh.ange business.) He is pot in a position to take 
bills secured by teas, &.c.. bena’ii.se the shigfi 
perof teas could not allaw his hill of lading 
to he sent to Calcutta mr transfer into nn 
known hands, nor sulTei the delay which soch 
transmission would cause to the sale of bis 
goods in England *, nor, indeed, would bilLs of 
exchange so drawn be of en.sy negoeiation in a 
seoon4 market. In short, he is greatly embar¬ 
rassed to get any returns of a suitable nature ; 
while, on tlie other hand, the shipper of teas, 
lie., for England is equally embarrassed to 
negociate his hills, and obliged to give them 
dt-a higher exchange, and perhaps to pay a ' 
commission into the bargain, to a monopolia- 
ing Capitalist agent.— Cmirimr, Magi. 


We insert in another columa, the Minute of 
XiArd William Bentinck, to vrhioli we recently 
alluded,made in IKK), when the Oovemnietit 
oanm forward to assist the -Mercantile oom-- 
monity. a few months after the failure of 
Messrs. Palmer and Co,, in opposUion to the 
ittstractious of the Court df-^IMreetoni. 

.^^lAoqgh .his tp)i 4 »liip*ip exprotationi,,, or 
r^llief perhaPA hopq^^, yreyo .disappoiwtiM in 


^nltimately preveuting the ca1a(htties, whloh ' 
followed id 1899-33;'«e are dispo.sed to iliiwk 
he exercised ' a iotfnd' discretion pndef ' We 
(hen etfisting circnmstanties, affecting as they 
did both the Revenoh'ddd the Commprdiiil 
interests .generally t 'hnd Md'the p^nl^ jiulti'- 
sided, it is possHtle tli’e transition frbtd ’^n 
unsound and y i ..ions to a mote healthy system, 
might iiave taken place without the exTfdrite 
evils, iiihioh feU so severely upon'individuqrs. 
Lord Wm. Benfinrk, it will he obsefv$’<f, 
Hiiribntes niueh of the source df the evils'tp 
(he policy and measures of the dbi'err^ntenlt ■ 
itself ; and in a minute by a Dlreiftdr, Which 
w e shall also publish shorlly, this part of (he 
question is gone into at great length.—Hur- 
kuru, Mag 8. • 

MINCJTP. BY THP. GOVEBNOR-OF.VBRSL. 

The information submitted to the Board, 
having satisd.-d us that there exists an urgent 
necessity for the interposition of Governinent, 
if we would prevent the failure not of some, 
but prubahly of all (he princitml houses- of 
agency, I wisli to state the chief enns-dera* 
lions that imlur.e me very reluctantly, but 
very decidedit, to conclude that we ought to 
afford (be solieitcd aid.^ug^tber with some 
remarks of wider apnlicaltna that arise out of 
the discussion. The genet al sentimeuta 
expressed in the llun’hle Court’s dispatch of 
the2d cf April 1818,. have my entire oonpar- 
rence ; so that in coming to the above con¬ 
clusion, I have no* only bad. to weigh Ibe 
paramoiint obligation of obedience to the 
instructions thciein conveyed, but io combat 
.the previous conviction of my own mind. 
There is 00 doubt that the state of things oat 
of which the necessity for our interference 
has arisen is. (to ose the words of the di-spalcli) 
hollow and dangerou.s. And. if an uumeiUate 
change could be effected, tlirqugb the failure 
of the estahlished hoii.sef pf^ agepoy-, without 
any very great misebieftq the public.interoots, 
or if our interference, were.fikely materiully 
to impede that gradual, chaise, which it i« 
de.sirable. to effect, I should njbt ha,ve felt 
myself justified in departing from the eUiut 
letter of the Court’s injunclions. I am satia.,. 
fied, however, that the consequence of such A 
failure a.s is apprehended, would be of ,iiie 
most nischievoua description, and there 
appear td he reasonahlc grounds for thinking 
that the desired change' will be grh'ddally 
effected, and at no distant peiidd, when, of 
course, the Government will he frde iq act 
upon those ju*!t principles of comm'ertdal 
policy, which the Ho'n’btc Court have inOuf- 
cated, and from which nothing buTthe strong¬ 
est seD.so of a necessity, arising oiitofthe 
special' oireumstanoen of the country, has- 
indaced me to depart. The degree in whieb- 
tbe trade of the country depends upon the- 
prianipaPagenoy houses, cannot be preoiselj- 
atateff without a more minute enquiry tlrapi 
tbwe is time or authority to institute. TMat 
it would be very extensively aflTeeted, hour* 
ever, by their railare, is oertata.. Of'Alin 
indigo prodaoed jo the last seasoa, o£ 
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emailed account^ amouating in 


A. and Co. 
1*. and Co. 
F. and Co. 
C. and Co. 
C.Jind Co. 
SI. and Co. 


27484 
24,065 
3246 » 
15,5931 
13 469 
5,353 


there is aajr 

,49,^ 

maWndA; rl afppedrs that 
l,ti9,6K)3 '■ matihds were 
oonaignrd to thd (k-ms 
afl^Aed in the margin ; 
aM in '“thd correspond- 
eitde with the Board of 
Trade in 1827, when relief was,lat>t granted to 
the merchants, it is stated that oot of ahovb 2 
rrores of advances, 1,66,00,000 were issued by 
the six principal houses. Of other articles of 
imsoift ahd export vve have not the same partl- 
onftr information j hut there i) no doubt that 
a ponsiderahle portion of both pass tlit nugh 

tK«''lioottes' in question. The trade in liic 
andtlie manufacture of rnm,'lepend, 1 believe, 
Mpwiihapport from them inn! least an equal 
degree with that of Indigo. Of the shipping 
belonging to the port of Calcntt!i, cnnaisiing 
of Ot vessels, they are stated to have (he 
managing ownership or agency of 69. The 
steamers not belonging to the company are 
theirs, the chief dockyards I under.stand 
belong to them or depend upon tlieiii for sup¬ 
port. The Fort Olotice.ster estahiis h(neiil,* 
the 'success or failure of which will he very 
important to the country, is in a similar pre- 
dicament. The sagne remark applies to the 
Burdwan Collieries, to the estah1i.shmcnts in 
Sagdr Island, of which the society having 
afrearly ' exhausted its funds, the rlearage 
appMrs to depend cn the success of the indi’ 
vidhat' speculators. Of the inferior mer¬ 
chants and , European itianiifai'Amers and 
traders throughout (he country a peat pi u- 
porUon are understood to lean on the prinni- 
pkl houses of agency, and generally I should 
say, that with exception to the Strand Millsf 
it would be found tliat (excluding Govern¬ 
ment concerns) the funds required for the 
dilTerent schemes in agitation, or in progre.s.vi, 
for the improvement and extension of the 
manufactures and sjgrnVfffture of India, must 
be ooliected and supplied hy them. 

It must be superfluous to state how large a 
mass of property would he lost to the country 
by any sudden interruption in rtheoanseof 
the commercial dealings that' binge on the 
solvency of those houses ; for there is no other 
class of capitalists to take their place, and of 
many things tlie entire destruction will be tbs 
conseqaenre of a stoppage for a single season. 
Already I understand, nearly two-thirds of 
the indigo advances have been made, in^ 
which a very great loss would necessarily] 
eusue. That the public revenue must sulTer 
from any general derangemsot of the coin- 
mereeoftbe place, it must be snperflnous to 
mpib I will not dwell upon the distress to 


of the conntrj, such a contp^qrajjqn QRgl^t,- 
oot, perhaps, properly to swayi*# ycapsja,^, 
UiB circuin.stanGes of,lhe cays, as. fflfytipjg. , 
the creditors of the several h'ooMS,y(mi.hayo-.' 
been fully present to. the. llahbrsiilc 
when their dispatch of lhe "2d of Apiil 
was written. Some of the consideratmus 
which bear importantly upon it, may not have 
presented tlieniseives, and'to thtMCj I shall 
now advert. 


I, and especially of many who have 
■ the pobiie servure, because, apart 
ncral oirrumstanoes which deter- 
oharacter of the commeroiaybaracter 

llbogiug to yoti and Go., biit carried on and kup- 
by Ferginsod aod'Co* 

tor gniidtog com and' paddy, tunperted by, 

idAticapiul. . ... .,r- 



In the despatch above mentioned, the 
nprabio Couit have jnstly regarded the system,., 
according to which the commercb of t|ie coiut'-, 
try is conducted, as one which it is very desi¬ 
rable to remedy ; bat it appears to me thah 
the mischief deplor(;d is the necessary cos-,, 
sequence of those principles by which their 
government has ordinarily been guided. ;la, 
ihc dread of evils, to the cxistenix of which na 
one formerly gave credit more siirngi^.than 
myself, but which the most careful Hift dili¬ 
gent enquiry into the subject during luy (ire* 
.sent resideiioe in India, has led me as entiie- 
ly to disbelieve, British suhjonts were long 
denied free access to the country. Even yet 
they are subject lo many restrictions ndver.se 
(y the giowih of capital and skill and credit. 
They have been debarred from the purcliaso 
and permanent occupancy of laud, and, under 
the existing system of Government, are equal* 
ly excluded from all public employment 
l>oth of honor and emolument. Those be¬ 
longing to the service have been even 
more lestricted in the employment of thedr 
capital, Tiieir .settlement in the country 
has itcen pointedly discouraged, if indeed 
any discouragement were necessary wlmro. 
(here is so little, to attract or attach, Un¬ 
der such circumstances, it could not have 
been expected that Britidi capital should 
abound, or that British capitalists, not enjoy¬ 
ing any share of authority or power, should 
teinain in the country an hour longer tbau 
was nece-ssary to accumulate a fortune, pro¬ 
portioned to their (rtal or fancied) wants,; and 
the tardy and feeble efforts made to raise the 
natives lo the capacity of supplying their 
place, haVe'as yet had little influence on the 
general course of commercial dValing. Bence 
it has necessarily resulted, that'those hrt^ncheg 
of trade which require British skill. Qr i|n 
extensive knowledge of commercial rplatjiq^,' 
have generally been conducted by gentiemen,,, 
who, like, the Company's Civil and 
Servants, hare started witli tittle dr, 
pilal, and have mainly depended ppon 
borrowed on the mere strengt,ii of ,charjtcj|^ir,,i 
and on the as-surance pf that liberal iocoiae. 
with which the agency o?f extensive concerns, 
rewards the labors of honorable and intelli¬ 
gent men. Hepco tbq, „ nnavoidajtlc.ot^llf- 
rence.of embarrassment jto the.mos,t'.'p.i:U^deBl 
when any thip,^ oOCnrs to jdisth|b the.cpqj^ 
dence uspaljy reposed in, thdih^ aw th|s 
out their. in any deg^e ex|{iitjd^q‘th^’ 



bean occaaidJied^^'of 



GO^ERKMEN’T TREASITRY ADVANCES. 


and <7(>., slibald long and extensively f)revail; 
aittiough, but for such sudden and unforeseen 
interruption, they would have not only 
redeemed all their obligations to others, but 
also accumulated an ample fortune fur them¬ 
selves. 

It would manifestly be very advantageous 
if the commerce of the country rested mure on 
tha foundation of real capital, especially 
tlinse'branches which requiretho»fixed invest¬ 
ment of stuck, and which are consoquenti}* 
liable to be seriously deranged, when there is 
a sudden contraction or withdrawal of the 
funds by which such stock has been provided. 
With a nnmorous body of napilalists, whose 
credit was subsidiary merely to their proper 
stock, and with tho.se diiTerenl gradations (hat 
iiatiirally find their place in a weit-ordered 
society,nil tho commercial and agricultui.il 
transactions of the country woiibl acquire a 
character of solidity which can never licluri!" 
to spoeulatioiis almost wholly conducted 
upon borrowed fuiids, and under a sysli^rn 
wliich forces the exporting merchant into 
iiiimcdinte dealings with the poorest dc.sciip- 
tinnof cultivators dependent on the advances 
made from such funds for siihsistunee tind 
the means of prociiiclion. Tlie onterprizo of 
the coniinunity miglit then hn steadily direct¬ 
ed to the improvement of the natural rc.-miirccs 
of the country, in comparative security against 
those rcveises to which many most bcnefieial 
schemes arennwexposed. The violiMit lluetu- 
alions to which tlie money market i.s .so fre¬ 
quently exposed, would cease nr would rarely 
occur: the interest nf money would be more 
jnstly regulated by the advantages to bo deriv¬ 
ed from its employment, instead of being 
nsnriutisly enhanced in consequence wf real 
and fancied risks, and the trade and revenue 
of India, resting on tho broad basis of nation* 
weaitli, would no longer require to be bolster¬ 
ed up by measures such a^ that to which wc 
have now had rocour.se. 

Already, in consequence of the greater free¬ 
dom given to trade, a considerable change lias 
Ireen effected at tho presidenry. TITe privi¬ 
leges that were formerly eonfined to ttic Com¬ 
pany and a few agency houses, are no longer 
restricted to so small a number. There are 
now several establishments snppoited by 
British Capital, which receive extensive con¬ 
signments from England and effect tbeir 
returns independently; and tho transactions 
both of the European and native community, 
exhibit a decided progress in enterprize and 
knowledge. 

One thing only seems necessary totlic full 
and speedy attainment of that healthy and 
vigorous candition of t.hiuff^ which we sepk to 
establish, I mean fiie free permission of 
British sifbjticts tju settle in the interior, and 
to acquire a property in laird under » suitable 
system of law. On this s.uhjeci 1 need not now 
enlarge, sinev wahaye alre^y had occasion 
4o diiouss ihe matter at and [ trust"the 


Hon'blc Court will concur with os in promot¬ 
ing a measure franght into such vast advan¬ 
tages to England and to India. The nocossity 
under which wc are now placed, of intoi pos¬ 
ing to support raercantili^credit, is but one of 
the many evii.s that result from the unnatural 
barrier which our restrictive measures liavo 
opposed to the progress of impiovenient. I 
ouiieot believe thatsueh uieasiiies will be per- 
.sisted in, and 1 cannot iningine that England 
will longer continue to neglect a field of such 
promise; and in the coutidence that we shall 
wilne.ss at an early period a great and benefi¬ 
cial change in tiiccoiiiniorcial relations of the 
country, I feel the less reluctance in yielding 
to the present exigency, at tho sacrifice of 
principles which Inich a change will indis¬ 
pensable establish.— Ibid. 


It has frequently been our (ask of late 
to expose the sudden turnings of nur morn¬ 
ing contemporary. As capricious as aii. 
English April day, wc know not where to 
have him. lie seems, like children with 
liicir liouse.s of curd.s, to take no small plea¬ 
sure in demolishing at one blow, all that he 
had been carefully biiildiitg up previously. 
The other day, lie iineorcuioniously kicked 
out of doors his old favourite the permanent 
settlement, and since lliat he has been breath¬ 
ing war and slaughter like a recruiting ser- 
jeant, after years spent in preaching an almost 
qiiakcr-iike forbearance towards the Chinese. 
We have not lei.surc to follow our •brother 
Editor through ail his vagaries, but as lie haa 
been much more noisy than argumentative as 
to the Company’s advances, we acknowledge 
lliat it was with no .small surprise that we- 
fmind him at work yesterday praising Lord 
William Uentinck for assisting the insolvent 
agency houses. 'Is it that his admiration fur 
I the laic Governor-General blinds bira (o the 
inconsistency of his present sentiments with 
those which he uttered only a iivoek ago, or 
can it be true that the cletuosynary contribu¬ 
tions which adorn his columns are unread by 
any one competent to understand tbcin ? 

We argued on the present occasion of com¬ 
mercial pressure, mainly occasioned by the 
acts of the Government, (a fact susceptible of 
proof,) tliat it was an act of good policy and 
liulilic benefit to oontinno the advances dn 
which merchants had been anenstomed to 
rely. The Hurkaru answered ns with an out¬ 
cry of tho injury done to the private capital¬ 
ist, and a vast variety of other matter which it 
is needless to recapitulate. Yet wc now find 
him approving the lettity-down-eas^ system 
which we advocated, thiuking that Lord Wil¬ 
liam exercised a sound discretion in advanc¬ 
ing money to the agency houses, and asserting 
that if.the panic had subsided, the transition 
from an unsound aud vicious to a more heal¬ 
thy system, might have taken place withoot 
the extretne eviU wiiich fell so sorely upon in¬ 
dividuals. Why thi.s is repeating qur 
meut! Our very illustration of swimmliiir 
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upon bladders, wbich* 81001 ; so in our contcra* 
porary's imagination that he repeated it lifteeti 
times in one column, is exactly paraiicl to 
the line of defence he now takes up ! Is there 
any tbitiK in the cafe of' (ho old agents that 
nYade thom worthy of the extraordinary inter¬ 
ference of Govcriimeut by a direct loan on 
thescouiity of proper!}, whilst tlie present 
merchants of Calcutta are unworthy olj the 
inere iodnl:;cnce of not being injured by a 
sudden chauge in tho operations of Govern¬ 
ment? The Hurkaru's rooted alToclion forliie 
old firms has blinded him, in this instance, to 
every thing like principle. What would he 
have thought or said of an argument put for¬ 
ward by the other houses, shewing the pro- 
preity of government letting the six great 
firms fall to the ground at once ? Would he 
not have exclaimed against the bare sclfish- 
iicsa of those who were seeking to rise on the 
ruins of their failing neighbours? And yet 
such an argnment might have been supported 
upon the strictest prinriple, a direct loan 
from Government being a sort of siippoiithiit 
no merchant could have anticipated, or made 
any commercial calculations iitron, wliilst (he 
remittances by advance have been long enough 
in piactice to affect every operation in which 
the exchanges ar^ an element. To secure to 
tbiee or four greedy speculators, a rise in the 
exchange, with the not improbable ennse- 
quence of a most serious injury to the mer¬ 
cantile body generally, the Ihirkaru would 
■top all Government remittances at once, 
Jlut when tho recollection came across him of 
the sufferings of the late agents, he was melt¬ 
ed into compassion and approved of Lord 
William’s interference. If indeed the credi 
tors of those firms had been saved from tlie 
calamity which awaited them, the interposi¬ 
tion of Government would have been of real 
utility. But the eifect was merely tounaiilu 
a certain portion of knowing or favored credi¬ 
tors to get paid whilst tho mass were only 
plunged into a deeper ruin. The Hiirkarns 
twistings in this matter are not onncenuntable, 
but they deprive him of all authority on the 
subject, as the worshippers of the idol will not 
fail in future to recognize the voice of the 
priest who speaks through it.— Enfflishman, 
MatfO, 


We to-day insert a copy of the minute of 
a Gireotor, written in 1832, ou the subject ;»f 
the assistance afforded to the old Agency 
houses in 1830; and which, thongb somewhat 
lengthy, is worthy of perusal. The action of 
the finanhial measures of the Government 
from 1824 to 1830, on the mercantile interests, 
is cdearly and elaborately developed; and 
the enormous amount transfered from the one 
to the other, in 1827 particularly, will excite 
flurprize. This document is, indeed, altoge¬ 
ther an interesting one, and establishes 
.perhaps more strongly even than the writei 
(‘thought, the extreme danger of the system on 
which the commercial opeiations of the conn- 
^try were then based; but we repeat, upon the 
whole, we concur with him and the court of 


Directors, that under theexistittg oircomstan* 
ces. Lord William Bentiack exercised “a 
sound discretion” in affording the assistance, 
in opposition to the spirit of for.mer orders. 
This qualified opinion has exposed us, we 
observe, to a charge of inconsistency from 
our steady, inllexible, abstract principle 
morning co-teniporary, who, on the same day 
and in contiguous eolumns, advocated the 
interference of Government to assist the silk 
and ind(g<i market, and deprecated it in regard 
to the opium. But the fact is, the charge is 
Idle. There is no analogy between the cir- 
ciirnstaficcs in which the old and iiiodcrn 
mercantile systems are placed,—and the mea¬ 
sures, therefore, which might be defentrible 
in regard to the one, would he inapplicshle to 
the other. We may illustrate this position by 
again adverting to the cases of the Bank of 
England and the Bank of Bengal alluded to 
yesteidny in respect to the dealing in foreign 
Bills of Exchange. Eroni local cireuinstance.s, 
it would he safe in the one, and extremely 
hazardous in the other. The inconsistency 
i.s in tho.se who would foioe dissimilar tliiiig.s 
into unirorinity, and wlio arc unable to com¬ 
prehend or unwilling to acknowledge, the 
truth of the old adage, “ what’s ono inaa’s 
food, is another man’s poison.” 

Th^; main argument upon wliich Lnd 
William Bentinck and the Director rc.sl their 
defence of the assistance afforded, turns upon 
the pcculiaiity of the mercantile system 
obtaining in India previous to the granting of 
the la.st Charter, or what may he more proper¬ 
ly called, the cuuiplote opening of the conn- 
tiy to European skill and capital; and that 
that !i}’.steni, good or had, having been created 
by the policy of the Government, became enti¬ 
tled to its protection in a way, which otlierwi.oe 
it would not have been; and wbieli c’laiin 
would cease and determine upon the adoption 
of a dificrent policy and the introduction, as 
it was supposed, of a different system. Tho 
old Agency hou.s,.;s weic swept away, and 
u ere .succeeded, as our cotemporary has re¬ 
peatedly assured us, (until the last few days 
his note has changed,) by a system, free from 
all inh^erent weakness and proof against all 
external injury. Wc, therefore, albeit not 
given to place any superfinous confidence in 
his assertions, and believing, as we still do, 
that the system is sound, did certainly venture 
oiir humble opinion against the policy and the 
justice of opening the Treasury for advances 
on produce; echoing the views of a consider¬ 
able proportion of the mercantile community 
both here and at home, that such advances 
not only led to over-:trading, but brought 
the revenues of the Government into ouni- 
petition with private and bond fidi commercial 
capita], against the intention of the legisla¬ 
ture, and the provistqns of tbf. last Charter. 
Upon which our coteojpoAry .exclaims, had 
we beg our mercantile readers .to-recollect, 
“ non mem kiesermo," “Wby^ if t)ie Govern¬ 
ment d6cs not advance my * faithful friends’ 
cannot swim, these advances are bladders 
necessary to float them, for they are out of 
their depth.” U&ll you this backing of 
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ywir friends?-” Thfiy certainly oojslit to feel 
ni>inli obliged for being thus introduced into 
» controversy on polltieal economy, by their 
awkward »oi duaiit ciiampioii; and it must be 
gratifying to them to find that in order to 
oppose “ per fas et nefas” the line of nrgu 
jnent wo took on a general question, they are 
roeklcssiy pushed forward, the victims of his 
spleen and the apologies for his ignorance. 

In regard to the second charge of inconsis¬ 
tency connected with the Permanent Settle¬ 
ment question, it is disposed of as easily as,* 
and in fewer words than, the first. Tlie same 
obliquity of vision in our cotenipnrary, is 
apparent; in wiifnincss or inoapaeily (he 
may choose which horn to sit upon) he enn- 
fonnds uianifoid ohicclions to tlie practical 
working of Lord Cornwallis’s act, with the 
admitted excellence of the intenlioii and 
principle .--May 11. 


I.ORD BENT!NCR’s MINUTP, 

I ohjeet to paragraph-* animadverting 

on the Fimncial letter from Bengal, datcil 
the :llst January 1832, respecting the loans 
made to the nicichants in 1830. It appears 
to me, that the Court could not at this time, 
with propriety, express surprize, at disem'ering 
the extent of the advances or the nature of 
(he security on which those advances liad 
lieeri made, in as miinh as both circnnislnccs, 
(certainly, at least, the general description 
of the sceiirity) were before the Court, when 
they addic.sscd to the Bengal Government 
their former despatch on this subject, dated 
tho 30lh July 1831. And'f own, I cannot sec 
the pertinency of tho remnik touching the 
security llial, “ wliatevcr might be Us esti- 
niatoii value, it is one which could not he 
converted into money for had it been a 
security readily ronvartible into money, the 
parties need not have resorted to the Govern¬ 
ment for a loan at all; anefon the other hand, 
as far as cniieerned the interosU of the 
Government, it conld scarcely, I apprehend, 
be very material, in the actual state of the 
Treasury, whether the security wa^rcadily 
convertible or nut, provided that it was suffi¬ 
cient. 

But I feel an objection mnoh more vital 
and important than either of these, applying, 
not to any particular passage or expression, 
but to the whole tenor of this paragraph. 1 
conceive that the orders of tite Court respect¬ 
ing loans of this description, have been 
already made known to the Bengal Govern¬ 
ment in terms as full and exploit as it was 
possible to nse; I can see no necessity, 
therefore, for recurring to tho siihject ; nor 
can 1 imagine any thmg more surely calcula¬ 
ted to cheek the return of coiiridcnce, or 
prolong that commercial distress, which this 
loan (sanctioned now by t|ic Conit jts an act 


of “ sound direction": the special cir-t 

enmstanees of the ease,) was intended to 
relieve, than the periodical transmission of 
despatches written in this tone and spirit. 
It cannot 'be supposed, that communications 
of suuli importauoe to the ititerests*of the 
commercial coraniunity can be kept nlloge* 
ther secret, nor that, when rumoured abroad, 
undpr such circumstances, they should not 
add to the existing distrust and excitement. 

I have reason, indeed, to know from good 
authority, that the panic which occurred in 
the Calcutta moncy-matket after the failure 
of a mercantile house in December last,'* was 
greatly aggravated by reports which bad just 
before began to circulate in tho haxar res¬ 
pecting tho purpAt of the Company’s orders 
of tho 2Utb July 1831, un this subject; and 1 
learn from another quarter, that, but for that 
panic which was prolonged through January 
by seveial of the oldest native money dealers 
at Calcutta and Benares also suspending their 
payments, the arrears of the loan to Govern¬ 
ment would in fact have been discharged; so 
that the proceedings of this Court, however 
contrary to tho Court’s intention, may be said 
to have already in some part contributed tu 
tJint very delay in the repayment of the loan, 
which is now couipiuiued oP. 

It appears that of the sums originally 
ad>anccd to the merchants, ainountirig in all 
to sicca rupees 25,60,900,there remained due 
in Jann.nry last sicca rupees 8,82,421; anti as 
this implies an extciition of (he periods for 
which the loan was originally graiited,«without 
any reason for sucli extension having been 
assigned by the Bengal Giivcrnment, it may 
not be improper, that the Court should eall the 
altcnliun of that Government to the subject, 
and should express their dcsiie that the 
rAnaindcr of the money may be lealiEed witli 
as little delay as 'may bo practicable;” but 1 
do strongly object to an order being issued sii 
peremptory, as would leave the Government 
no allcrnaiive but a summary enforcement of 
tiicir whole out-standing demand, without 
previous notice. Cireumslances may easily 
be conceived, in which such an order might 
operate more extensive nii-schief ilian even 
that which it was the original object of this 
loan to avcit. Nor, even in that which 1 trust 
is tlic more probable case,* in the case that the 
nrrcai's shall have been paid up and the whole 
transaction closed before this dispatch shati 
nave reached India,—not even in tliat case 
can we he qnito sure, that the mere aiiival 
of such an order may not have its cil'cet in the 
still irritable mind of the public^and give a 
fresh shock to credit. 

As I do not often trouble the Court, 1 may 
be allowed, perhaps, on this occasion to offer 
a few ohscrvatioiis on tlie geiicial quchlioii as 
to the cxjfediency of our Govemmout’s being 
invested with a discretionary power of assist¬ 
ing the Merchants, in certain cases of emer¬ 
gency, with luan^ from the public Tieaaury. 


* The Taragraph in the Courvta letter, ohjeeted to by 
tho Director, tyas cut outby the Board of Cpntroul.-£u. 


* Mcesss. James Scull and Co. 
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On ibis sobjeot 1 barn the misfortune to dif- 
from other members of the Board, whose 
opinions 1 am bound to respect; but considef*^ 
ing my own former connexion with a bouse of 
business in Calcutta, and the strong interest 
which «I am known still to take in the pros¬ 
perity of its concerns, I have hitherto felt a 
delicacy in coining forward to put my senti¬ 
ments on record. As. the real merits ofrthe 
<|iie8tion, however, appear to ine to have been 
very much misapjuehendeil, and as the viow.s 
entertained by some with regard to it, are not 
only in my opinion erroneous, but tin eaten 
the most pernicious consequences in practice, 
I cannot permit any personal considerations 
to divuit me any longer from the porfurmance 
of what has become a duty?" 

_ The system of business at the dilTcrent pre¬ 
sidencies of India, it is well known, ha.s for .n 
long period been conducted on principles 
dillerent from tbo.so on rt'hjch commerce is 
c.inicd on in most other parts of the world ; 
and whatever may bo its merits, it is a system 
ivbich has naturally and nccesssrily grown 
out of tho peculiar circumstances ol that 
country. Calcutta, Madras and Bornhay arc 
severally great commercial marts of cxpoit 
and import ahnos^ isolated, in the inid.stofa 
vast tcrritoiy, inhabited by a population com- 
paiativcly barbarous, and sprinkled o\cr with 
civil and military stations at great distance.^ 
from each oilier. The civil and military set- 
vanls can find at those stations no umptoyniciTt 
that is accessible aiul safe for any money 
which they may save; all, tlicicforc, (lows to 
the presidency; and the houses of Agency 
there havcboi-ome the channels through which 
a coiisiderablc share of such .savings are yearly 
disliibuted over the couniry, giving jife to 
industry, extending eullivation and iniprovo- 
menf, and returning to the state a poition of 
its disbursemeuU iu the shape of additional 
xe.vcnuc, 

•H.V' 'I 

Whether this system he a radically bad one, 
®r whether it is likely iu process of time to be 
superseded by a better, 1 shall not now stop 
to enquire. It is enough, that it is tiie system 
actually exi.sting, that it is not in the hand of 
(joverninent to substitute any other fur it, and 
that until time and circumslaiiee.s shall have 
wrought some great change, upon its prospe¬ 
rity must depend n5 small share of the general 
{rrosperily of our Indian empire. It can 
scarcely, however, I should suppose, be sai/J 
to have woikcd very ill, when it is seen what 
credit the hoo.ses of agency have enjoyed, what 
fortunes have been made ip them, and that 
until the recent bankruptcy oi Palmer and 
tli 4 ^ had been scatceiy an instance for 
ajpil^e'of more than have a ccniuiy of any 
bpi^^r agency at Calcutta, of the least note, 
SM^nding its payments. 1 advert to this 
|s[^more particnlarly, because Mercer and 
<r.^I||»t''and other houses who have failc^of late 
have been spoken ofas houses of agency, 
^i^iis is quite a mistake. They may have done 

UUIe agency business, but it H>rmed a very 
inconsiderable portion indeed uf their con- 
I corns, Mercer and Co. wcio iu fact merely 

k 


iip-ooiintry merchants on a linye .seals, soil- 
ported by advances from the bouses of agency 
at Calcutta, 

That, likenll other commercial systems, this 
lia.s been liable to oooa.sional derangement 
from over-trading, certainly is not to be deni¬ 
ed ; nor that such over-trading has brought 
with it its usual consequence and corrective 
loss. But (here i.s also another cause of dis¬ 
turbance wliiidi iniist he allowed by every one, 
but those who wilfully .shut their eyes to every 
side of the question hut one, to have indueno- 
cd the vi('i^.•<itlldcs of the Indian money mar¬ 
ket at all times much more powerfully than 
over trading. I mean the financial operations 
of the GoM'rninent. These, indeed, 1 will 
take upon me to say, have constituted the 
main inlltiencc, by w'hinh every important 
crisis in c.omiiioroial afl'airs, particularly at 
Calcutta, hii.s been more immediately brought 
about. Indeed, the iiiiinen.se scale on wliioh 
till'Company'.s operations of this description 
nic conducted, an<l the advantage over indivi¬ 
duals ill poiiit of credit uliic.h they necessa¬ 
rily posses.s. give the Government an entire 
eotiimaiid of the money niarkci, and enable it 
at pleasure, sninetimes by o|>etiing loans, 
.s(>mctime.s merely by eeonotniziiig its di.s- 
Inirscmcnl.s, to draw into the Treasury nearly 
nit till'rireuliiting .specie of the country, and 
at anollie.r with equal facility by advertising 
loansfot payment, to replenish the market to 
ovei (lowing. I do not mean by tliis to express 
a doubt, hut tliat ihi.s power is generally ex- 
crci.red wiili a.s mueli consideration forindivi- 
duals, as i.s consistent with the necessities or 
eonvenicnce of the state; lint (hose necessi¬ 
ties ficquctitly supcisede all considerations. 
The Calcutta money market, though one of 
luige >>esourco, is still a limited one and very 
much i.solaled ; the natives are not so fond 
now of huatding as formerly; the ordinary 
circulation piidjably does not employ rnoie 
than (1 speak at i^azaid) about a crore anil a 
half or two crorcs of rupees, partly silver, 
paitly pa|>er; and when (bat is exhausted, 
the vacancy can be but .slow ly uiici Imperfect¬ 
ly supplied from the e.ommcrcial marts of tho 
iutcrioi-,owing to Ihcii distance, their disper¬ 
sion, and the want of all means of rapid eon- 
vcyaiicc. It i.s not, therefore, to be wondered 
at, that sodden and violent derangements of 
the currency should he more fieqiienl and of 
greater iiitcnsily in India than probably in 
any other quarter of the wotid. At particu¬ 
lar liiiiu.s I have known it impossible, in CnI- 
culia, fur a week or more together, to raise 
oven .so small a sum as 20,000 rupees on Go- 
voriimcnt paper or any other security. 

Consider too tho very ppenifar difliculty 
under which the Indian merchant labours, 
from the vast distance,, that intercQurces be¬ 
tween bim and the eountiies with which he 
trades. Between the" several presidencies, 
there is now very littlediiect commerce; they 
have feW eoinmubities to exchange with each 
other; and the vieissitndes of the money 
market, for (ho most part, alTeoting Ibeni ail 
siniiluily at the same time, it is obvious, that 
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they can afford very Httie assistance to each 
other, Sucii derangements of the oarrency, 
therefore, are not to be set right with the 
facility experienced in a more improved slate 
of society, by a rise or fall of the exchanges, 
and the stimiilns thereby given4o an increas¬ 
ed importation or exportation of goods. Thcir 
great markets are Europe and China, divided 
from them in one case by more than half, and 
in the other by u fourth of the circumfeieiico 
of the globe. He must make his sliipmoiit.s 
therefore, alway.s at greater liaaard of di.sap- 
pointnient than the merchant of any othe( 
erntntry, because he ne^ er can have any recent 
information respecting the state of tlic market 
tnwliichhe is sending them. The shortest 
time within which he can calculate on receiv¬ 
ing his returns, is about twelve niunllis in the 
one case and eight in the other ; and that only 
in case the inaiket happens to be good. If it 
be had, he nan neither tell when his returns 
are to arrive, iior guess their amount. 

To what quarter, then, are the conimcrci;>l 
public of Calcutta to ask for relief, when their 
fiinils iu England are locked up by some un¬ 
expected ui‘S.sutioii of the demand for their 
staples, and when the resources on which 
tlicy Itad reckoned for carrying on tlicireur- 
rent payments in the mean while at Calcutta, 
are suddenly swept awmy hy an adveit\,sement 
fioin the Treasury ? ililts cannot be negotia¬ 
ted in ail planes, nor at all times ; tlicy are 
particularly diirinult of negotiation at such 
times • and at he.st they can only he drawn to 


u Surely then, if (here be any nnnncivahlc casfii 
iti'isrhich a l^eat Moreantllo Cominnnity eaii 
be ;^nsidered to have an indubitald claim oh 
(Ite'Clovernmcnt under wbinh it lives, for sncK 
-nasonabie and temporary aid as that Govern¬ 
ment can afford, to avert the calamity of a 
general bankruptcy, it most hesoch a*nase as 
that of the merchants of Calcutta, who, hy 
their geographical position, are thus, like alt 
Meftdiants in the world, exposed to disappnint- 
ments and difficuitins, wiiich no degree of 
pruilniine nan foresee nor prceaiilioii avert, 
yni who, on this as on former occasions, might 
stilt have escaped the extremity of any vio¬ 
lent crisi.s, Iind not the Governnient itselfbe- 
comu an unwilling accessory to its inlliction. 
• 

So much for the gcnejral question. As to 
the tian.saciio3s more immediately referred to, 
T shall dismiss them Vilh a ^ety few w'ords. 
Those who dwell on the frequency of the in¬ 
stances in which tlii!y' sort of aid has been 
afforded by the Bengal Government siiive 1811, 
and infer (^rom thence that it lia.s heen gra¬ 
dually growing into a systematic practice, put 
the case, I think unintentionally in rather an 
exaggerated point of view. Tlie loans piior to 
1827 w'cre in general aceomniodatbris for very 
slmrl periods, on n deposit of Company’s pa¬ 
per, and the greater part, I believe, taken 
up in aniieipation of delayed retnitiance.s of 
bullion from China. There was no real dis¬ 
tress till 1827, when the reaction of the great 
London crisis of 1K2.'>, coiiieiding neail.v, in 


ail amount considerably under the prime co.>-t | point of lime with a large io-is.siie of Tiea- 
of the articles expoited. What then? Theic sniy notes, bearing a high rate of inlarest, and 
j.s no Bank of England to resoit to. As to the coming near the end of the third year of thu 
Bank of Bengal, it is well known to the Court, Burmese war, on a market already exhausted 
how eiitiicly it is pieciudcd by the strie teims by the ince.ssant demands of Government for 
of its charter, from enlaiging its aeeommo- .specie, with a .5 per cent, loan (a lery tem|)l- 
datioas according to tiie cmergcnc/ of the ijig investment fur those wiio during .some 
occasion ; and besides, from the means wiiich years before had not even received a much 
the Government pnxse.s$es of inllucncing its higher interest from their ageiit.s) open since 
proceedings, thiough the instrumentality o May i82,'>, certainly produced a panic that 
llie three Government dirfltetions, and by hold- was equally unprecedented and alarming, 
ing large suiusuf the notes of tiie Bank in the Of the previous drain sumo judgment may be 
Tieasury, there is always reason to fear, that formed from the fact, that a single house of 
the Bank may he suddenly deprived even of ngenry subseiihed during that, and the pre- 
those funds which it requires for iti^urdinary ced ing year of the war, from 00 to 70 lakh.s of 
banking operations. This happened at the comstiiuents’money to the loan ; and tiiat in 
commencement of the Buimese war in 1824, that very year, or ratlier in 1827 28, tlie total 
when, contrary to tire opinion of all the Mcr- sums paid into the Tieasury, fiom all parts 
eaiitilc Direotor.s, (unhappily not urged with of the conutry, amount to no less than sa. rs. 
syifficient tirinoe-ss,) the Bank was induced to A four per cent, loan was mib- 

.Kubscribos 25 lakhs of cash to the four peri stituted in 1828 ; and the drain of cash was 
cent, loan then opened. As for the new joint somewhat moderated, till the fatal event of 
Stock Bank, again set up by the Merchants in Palmer and Co’s failure, within owe week after 
1828, its very iimiled capital of ubout35la.khs whieh a second loan at Jive per cent, was com- 
inust obviously be quite inadequate to such inenced at the Treasury, and witli<hc Trcasuiy 
purposes as I am now speaking of; and be- notes wiiich were still kept in activity, soon 
sides, being only n private establishment began again to intercept or absoih all reniit- 
wilhout a charter, its credit is liable to rise tance.s from the interior, onhaneing to a fenr« 
and fall with commercial credit generally, fui extent the subsequent distresses of the 
andon the panic aenordingly, after Palmer year. Nor did ever the advertisement after- 
^nd Co’s fhilure, its notes were all sent in for w'ards in 1830 of 14 more of the 3 per cent, 
payment like those of the other private Batiks, loan for payment, afford moeli essential relief; 
and its mekh.s o,f affording' a8.sistance to others for of that vast sum, the larger portion cduld 
were for the time altogether cramped or ueu- not be immediaMy claimed at all, owing to 
tralized. , . the waul of authority from the holder residing 
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tn>.Europe ; mocli of it was trust property bc^ 
longing to words of Court, and, with some 
other smaller sums, was transferred to a loan 
at four pet cent.; and a further portion was 
paid, at Madras and Bombay ; so that there 
remained only about 16 iahlis altogether to be 
i.s8uedtn cash. 


Amnunt Snh^iefihed to Bengal I’^antand T\£amru>Vi>tM 
ineicmoflhe Amnniit paid offm mek of the Theea 
Years, 18'27.28 to 1829-30. ■ 

1827 28.Sicca Rupees 8,85,18,942* 

1828- 29.. 35,35,500 

1829- 30. „ 22.26,500 

[llntl. 


I throw no blame on the Officers of Govern- Onr ‘ steady, consi.stent, inflexible, morning 
inrnt for any of these arrangements.' I contemporary’ (we thank him for the phrase), 
believe that tliey did their dutv not only con- has taken two days to return to the charge, 
cientiously but rightly, and with great even- and he retorts, “ it is not I that am inconsist- 
tnal advantage to the interests of the state, ent but you ; you advocate the iiiterfcrenec 
I merely mention the facts as forming a part, of government as to silk and indigo, and' 


and very strong part, of the case of the mer¬ 
chants, and it is npon these varioiKS gronnds, 
that I fell bound to depreoa^e the rigour, with 
which the disrretion of the local Government, 


deprecate it in regard to opium.” 

If our brotlicr editor’s readers are such 
green geese as to take this for a true repre- 


in all future cases of this nature, has been ‘’mutation of the case, heaven pity them; they 
already hound np, and lo oppose more espoci- ^"1*® ‘»® P'uekfJ »>}' «!•»'"- 

ally the adoption of any new measure which ‘frested friends the renu lets Ours, we take 
migdit have the effect of rendering the interdict '?® “ ’'® »®® explanation ou 

still more severe. I have confined myself very there was no eontradioUori in 

much in this discussion lo the immediate ««r argument as to the Company s reiiiilianccs 


question at issue between the Government ®P‘“'V are ii.ge- 

and the Merchants, nnd have refrained from ^ by II,c Hurkun, l-r specie, 

enlarging on another most important topic, “«empt is too gro,ss to deceive any 

which might have affortlcd ample materials Wc claimed for the nicrel.ant. that 

fnrn»,«..rtr.,lion. vl-=-. the intimate ‘‘I™, as carl> as 


which subsists between the prosperity „f of its intentions as to opera ions in 

these great mercantile estahlishmcnls, and 'vhich.his intere.S 8 arc at slake and that once 
the general condition of the country and the those in entions, it should 

revenue. If the advance made lo p/lmcr and “dhere as nearly as po.ssibic to what it had 
Co. in June 1827. were attended with no other This applies equally to the remit- 

benefit, it at least saved from abandonment Company 

and de.struetion a large and valuable indigo P •« that hey will lequ .e 

above three millions sterling annuallv till 

nnr/nrnti>p«p,l ilin Pnitium V frnni an nvtnn ' further notice ; Hlld they tnfoi 111 tile IlierchaillS 
?lVl.fnn nV the month of June or July 

a time when any loss of revenue would I ave ' ^ ‘ '*“y 


been most particularly embarrassing, 


NET IMPORT or TKBASVRE INTO CALCUTTA. 


1827-28 TO 1829-30. 



ConipanyV 

Private Trade 

Total 

1827-28 . 

Net f 

• • i Export 

Sa. Be. 

Sa. Bs. 

1,16,02,444 

Sa. Rs. 

97.20,622 

18,81,822 


— 

1828-29 . 

Net f 

i Export 

14,33,984 

37,05,197 

51,39,18] 

—w 

— 

— 

1829-30 . 

Net ' Import 
• • 1 Export 

17,26,702 

7.5,51,598 

92,78.300 

, 


1 - 


'CASS salance of the olnetiai. TREAsirnr atcaecutta 
I -. ON OOlll APnil. IN EACH YEAR, 


la Money, jlfank Notes- 

2fl.50.rj2l 19,79,018 

25,89,98.1 24,45,312 \ 


49,29,539 

5l,.3.5,29S 

- 



Calcutfp during tlic current commercial year. 
The,people in London being infuimed of these 
facts, and seeing that very siiiail sums are 
paid into the treasury in Leadenhall-strect, 
'write to their corrcspondcuts here, under the 
supposition that tlih balance iiinst be.reinitled 
from India and sliapetiieir operatious accoiil- 
ingly. There wa.s, consequently,nothing very 
surprizing in the Chamber of Cnmoicree 
addressing the Government to know its inten¬ 
tions as to remittances, nor any departure from 
the established system in the Guvernutenl 
declaring, in reply, its intentions that it would 
be prcpaied to remit a given sum. In putting 
off the sales of opium the very reverse has 
been done; the expectations of puri-hasers 
have been disappointed and the dealers in 
Malwa opium (the Company’s rivals) heno- 
fitted by a departure from the scheme of sales 
for the season publicly announced six montiis 
back. If we had approved of one of these 
measures, ,yi'itliout disapproving of the other, 
we should have been as inconsistent as the 
Unrkaru, w.ho cries out against what be Is 
pleased to call the interference of Govern¬ 
ment with capitali.4ts In the same breath that 


• Includes upwards of 74 lakhs borrowed from Scin- 
dia's OovensiueDt, and 19 lakhs from the Rajah ofl’u.,^ 
teola. 
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he appla»(U Lertl Wiliiant'a support to the 
iiiaoivent a^)oy houses. Our contemporary 
says that the charge is idle,—and why ! 
because forsooth there is no analogy between 
the circumstances in which the old and the 
modern mercantile systems aie placed. It 
may not surpass tlic Uurkafus hardihood of 
a.s.sertion to say, but it will exceed liis power 
of argument to prove, that theie was any 
thing in the commercial system of 1831 lhai 
called for an interference uii wan anted in 
1837. Ho would lead his readets to believe, 
as Lord William seems to have been led to* 
believe, that the fall of four or five rotten 
liriiis would caiisn a universal bankruptcy. 
ITc seems to forget that the Company's exelu- 
.sive privilege expired in 1813, and that the 
late agency houses have not only declnro-1 
but proved tbcmselves to have been solvent 
at a much later period. If their system was 
a vicious one, they had ample time to change 
it, when the airival of active com))clilors 
must have sliewn them that the proHts of trade 
were about lo be curtailed. The retired part- 
nets of those firms have shewn that their 
aifairs were sound and judiciously conducted, 
long after the change of system from a close 
monopoly to an open trade, and that the ruin 
brought upon their houses has been occasioned 
by the arts of persons who had nut arrived at 
inanliood when the monopoly expired. So 
much-fur Lord William’s loan, which, as we 
have shewn before, did nothing but misubief. 
The Hurkant repeats his outcry against the 
Conipa,iy’s advances leading to overtrading 
and competing with private and bonnjiitd 
capital. lie cannot, or will not, understand, 
that, if a certain sum must be remitted annu¬ 
ally to England, it is no more an interference 
with private interests to buy bills in Caioutta 
than to sell them in London. The (jnestion 
to the state is, bow can the money be sent to 
the greatest advantage? and, when that is 
disposed of tlic Government is snrely entitled 
lo relieve the prodtincrs oj| whom it depends 
lor it.s revenue from the gripe of speculators 
in exchange. There are but a few merchants 
in England connected with India, and there 
is consequently nothing like an open compe¬ 
tition for the Company’s bills. Tlioy must 
fall into the hands of a few, whose bona fidt 
chpftal is very likely borrowed, or partly fur¬ 
nished them by Indian business. The treasury 
liere, on the contrary, is open to all, and any 
merchant may avail himsolf of what is no 
more than a reasonable and usual advance 
on goods ill every part of tho world. The 
Jiurharu will find it easier to cry out about 
his opponent's spleen and ignorance, wilful- 
ness and inoapacity, than to answer os by 
argument, as he acknowledges, by disposing 
of tbe permanent settlement in a few words. 
He bas the andaeity to say that we confound 
the practical workinf of the system with the 
excellence of the ibtontion, when he himself 
has been for years praising the good elfeots 
of that very practical working, and sliewn, by 
way- of contrast, the superior condilion of 
Bengal consequent upon its introduction. He 
now' finds that there arc manifold ohjccliions 


t* this practical wotAing, thus coRfirmi)t|* 
his last view of the case that it had proved 
a curse instead nf a benefit. No iiironsistcney 
whatever here! T'le tiurharu has furgutten 
all that it ha.s been about for yearsv, and 
answcrs.like Sir Witliam Curtis, when twitted 
with changing ..ides, I have not cfiangcd, 
but you ; 1 always intended to vote with tiie 
inajoritv, and so 1 do still!”— Englishman, 
May 12. 

- 

We believe that tbe skinning of cels is, after 
all a cruel operation, iiiucli as they may be 
used to it,and wc were therefore more than half 
disposed to have for once permitlcil oui often 
flayed brother to ^pose in that tu-ulrul slate 
where “ ignorance is bliss,” uiidisluibed by 
the sharp and sliiiiiiig weapon we have so often 
applied, secundum urtem, to strip him of his 
slimy, slippery sophistries and pop him unpi- 
lied into our editorial cauldron, where, alas! 

bladders” turn to “ liuhbtes’' indicative 
only of the intensity of his siifl'erings and our 
inhumanity. But as the subject is one of ge¬ 
neral coneein, one in which every man in tho 
country who has or may have a rupee to send 
home for himself or wife or cliildten, is inter¬ 
ested, we siiaJt subdtie the passing tenderness, 
and inflict that wholesome excoriation, which 
may possibly have the efl'ect of “ lashing him 
into utility” and keeping him in an attitude 
moie conducive to the advantage of the majo¬ 
rity of his subscribers, and better calculated 
lo establish bis uwti reputation as a political 
economist and as a elironicler of facts. 

f-ti5 commences his “defence of advocating 
the interference of Government in the silk 
and indigo market, and of deprecating it in 
opium,” by a suggestion, hotli modest and 
tiue, that “ bU readeis will be able to see 
without any explanation on liis part,” that 
“silk and indigo arc not specie.” 

'• fleas are not lobsters," Ac., &Ca, &c. 

But to have made out his position and the infer¬ 
ence he intended should be drawn from it, he 
should have shewn how silk and indigo were 
independent of specie—ho w the 15 or 10,0(KI 
mds. of the latter, and heaven knows how ma¬ 
ny bales of the former, now in “ durance vile” 
under the green Cerberuses of our Banks, 
were to find their way without a silver key on 
board the freight-seeking vessels, whose 
bright streaks of copper, tell a sad tale of 
empty holds and nobattened hatches, and 
throw an ominous glare on our deserted 
wharfs. 

The Siamese Twins were not more closely 
attached, let our brother be assured, than the 
articles we have named and the precious 
metal from which he would so unkindly and 
unnaturally separate them. For all the pur¬ 
poses of our argument, they are the same if 
not oiy:; *and can he so soon have forgotten 
the “Adders, and the “bund,” the “ help 
me, Cassius, or [ sink,” as now to intimate 
there was no pignciple of afiinity whatever 
between the advances on produce and tho im¬ 
prisoned chests and bales ? But,if there was, 
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tvonid not thisi Vc tantamonnt to an inCeirci'- 
rnce in the iodij^o and silk market, as nim ii as 
the postirnnment of the dpinm sale / Wc 
leave the answer lo. those who, like ourselves, 
see. no dilfeiencc hetween “ twecdle-dum and 
tweedip dee.” and repeal the charge of incon- 
sistency against onr coteinporary, who pro¬ 
claimed the expediency of assisting one des¬ 
cription of speculators, and the inexpedipney 
of assisting anotlier, hoili labouring, accord¬ 
ing to his statements, under difliisiilties con¬ 
nected with the objects of their respective 
pursuits. j 

We now proceed lo his history of the ad-^ 
van'cs. “The Company,” he says, “pub¬ 
lishes in London tliat they'^will require above 
three millions sferiinff aniiuatly till further 
advice, and they infurm the merchants of 
Calcutta, in the month of June nr July last, 
that they will only remit oO lakhs fromCal- 
cutta during the current coinmeicial vcai.’ It 
would appear, therefore, that the Company 
calculated on receiving cash in London for 
their.hills on India lo the amount at least of 
£2,000,01)0, looking to Canton and Calcutta 
for the remainder, lint continues our sim¬ 
ple “ friend," “the people in London [what 
people?] being ir.fornicd of these facts, and 
seeing that very small sums are paid into the 
Treasury in Lcadenhall-strect, wtite to their 
corrospondents liere, under thesHftposition, that 
the balance must be remitted fioni India, and 
shape their operations accordingly.” On this 
wo beg to remark, lliat there iiiiisl have hcen 
a more, than ordinary fogginess of atinos- 
plicrc in the vicinity of Leadenhall-strcct, 
and an o«inally imnsiial imaginative activity 
in the worthy cilizeiis thereabout, to have seen 
so little and supposed so much ; because we 
happen to have the slight fact here of HO 
lakhs’’^ of bills nn the Company failing due 
the same day in Augnsi, and payable at 
the Gencriil Treasury, of which fths or 
poihaps Jths were remitted viA Malta 

from London ; and if so large a proportion ol < 
the £‘i.O(K),000 became payable on one day. it 
will not require ns to go far into the doctrine 
of chances to presume tliat the balance, nr 
nearly the balance, was not tangible 
throughout the rest of the year. But were 
presumptions as plentiful as blackber- 
lies, we need not trouble ourselves about 
them. We have the February mail; where 
is the letter from the Court of Directory 
stating their disappointment in having | 
“small sums” paid into the Treasury, and 
the necessity of a remittance from India 
tiod China of £ I ,.'>00,()00 ? Our honorable 
masters are exceedingly sensitive to com- 
|}iaibts in the chest, and often cry out before 
Uioy are hurt, and it strikes us that “ they 
too woliid have shaped their operations ac- 
cOMiingly,'’ had the state of thing^i been “ as 
seen and supposed by (he people at home,” or 
as seen and Supposed for them by our cotem- 
tjjMmary here. But our readers may recollect, 


W'* Vide Mr. H. T. Prinsep's note, p. 53. Bank of 
’*Bengal papers. 


that this eontrotersy origiuatod jo the ob,ser* 
vationsofthc “ Courier” on the tiioncy-nmr- 
ket, with wliom we occasionally break a lartoo. 
but always in a friendly spiritj ahd who had 
startled us by some of those ingenious S(meu- 
lalinns, in whieli he not unfieqnently in¬ 
dulges, and by wiiicli, on the present occasion, 
he had converted plenty into poverty arid 
wani into wealth, reminding iis in his descrip¬ 
tion of “ what ought to be and what is not” 
available capital, of the fugitive and evanes¬ 
cent properties of “ Will o' the whisp”— 

“ It’s liero, it’s there, it’s no where.” 

We, on the contrary, questioned Uie accura¬ 
cy of liis position, donliU-d the cxtoiil of the 
pressure, deprecated all Government tamper¬ 
ing, on light grounds, with nionotary and com¬ 
mercial arrangements, and threw upon him, 
who was feeling his wav towards the Treasury 
bags, the “ onus probnndi,” that they weio 
absolutely requiicd. At this stage of the 
paper-warfare, onr present aiitagnnist joined 
the encniv, and Imped to have decided the 
day by his mcmorahle metapiinrs of the 
“ bladders” and “ bunds but lu' lias been 
put “ hare de combat,” hoisted by his own pe¬ 
tard, and so “ buuffed” by opium, that he is 
unable to distinguish. 

“ WJiat i** sauce for the goose is sauce for ihe gander.' 

The application of the Chamber of Corn- 
incree was made subsequently to the agitation 
of the question of advanres in the demi-offi¬ 
cial “ Courier and of course without olTer- 
iiig any opinion on the expediency oi olhei- 
wisc of sucli a irionsnrc, it was obviously in¬ 
terested in ascertaining, with as little delay 
as possible, whether it would b<-adopted or 
not; and our contcinporaiy i^ill (ind, we 
lhiuk,cif lie pushes his en(|iiiiics in the right 
direction, one very nccessilile to him, thal^he 
dctcrminalioii to adopt it nro.se from the 
ex-pni’terepresentations of inllucntial indivi¬ 
duals and not frpm the Chaiiiher. Wc now 
arrive at the second division of the dispute, 
in which we are made the dcfenduiils against 
the charge of incon.sisiciic,y, for “ leaving 
cried out against the interference of Govern- 
uieiit wflh napilalisls, in tlie same liroath that 
we applauded Lord William’s support lo the 
Insolvent Agency Houses.” ’J'he argument 
on which this charge rests, is, we venture to 
say, as rich a specimen of the “ eusertio^aln” 
and “ iuppreesio fieri" as can be found in the 
annals of controversy, even though vre in¬ 
cluded the tlieological works of an Atterbury 
or a Phillpots. 

lie asserts, 1st. That “ tirere was nothing 
in tile commercial system in 183(1, that 
called for an interference unwarranted in 
1837. 

' C 

2 ndly. That “ the Company’s exclusive 
privileges expired in 1813.” 

Srdly.'" That “• the ruin brought npOitl the 
Agency Houses was occasioned by the acts 
of persons tvho had not arrhed at mabhood 
when the teonopoly expilred." 
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4tbly. That there are but few mer 
chants in England connected with India, and 
there is consequently nothing like an open 
competition Cor the Company's bills." 

We shall smash these statements ieriatim. 

1 .—It is notorious as the snn at noon-day, 
that the Old Agency Houses originated in 
circumstances peculiar to India at the period 
of their formation. They were the natural 
offspring ofthe policy of the Government who 
sealed the country against British capital, and 
they became sub-monopolies under the su¬ 
preme monopoly of the Bast India Company. 
Never posseM.siiig or professing to posses.s 
funds of their own, they depended entirely 
upon the accumulations of the services, who 
having no means whatever of employing their 
money except in Government securities, lia¬ 
ble not only to frequent and extreme Huctua- 
tions in value, but to sudden repayment- or 
-discharges, preferred remittances to their 
friends and quondam comrades. Thelatirr, 
therefore, were avowedly, the distributors of 
boriuwcd funds Ihrougli the various channels 
of inaniifarturers, commerce, agriculture and 
of loans to individuals, receiving with one 
hand and lending with the other, and exclu- 
si\ely dependent on the permaneney of these 
leccipts to carry on their business from year to 
year. Praclically, therefore, the system was 
that of a joint-stock Company, but deprived of 
the main safe-guard of such institiitions, legal 
tniitual liability. By the absence of this 
check, whilst oil the one hand, the funds were 
invested in pursuits requiring a greater or Ics.s, 
hut always a considerable time for ultimately 
piofitabic ic.sults, they were, on the other, 
open to requisitions, in many cases returnable 
at siglit, and in none at a longer date than a 
few months. Obviously the workingsjf such 
a. machine depended entirely upon credit and 
the unshaken confidence of the contributors, 
MO management—no prudence—no fore > 
tliougbl could supply t4«i>^pla(!e ; and all the 
ordinary vicissitudes of trade would have been 
euinparatively harmless, so long as thetf had 
remained stedfast. Of the accuracy of this 
opinion, there cannot perhaps be a stronger 
proof than the bearing of these hoosCs under 
the financial pressure which prevailed from 
1824 to 1830, and which, though .severe on ail, 
fell upon one estahlishinent in a more than 
rateable proportion, but which did not cause 
its failure. That calamity was the direct| 
consequence of withdrawal of confidence by 
its largest creditor. This, therefore, is the 
essential and vital difference between the old 
and new system of agency. The one depen¬ 
dent exclusively upon borrowed capital, al¬ 
ways claimable within a very limited period. 
The other, working as exclusively, according 
to general belief, with its own, capable of 
calculating its appropriation,- free fiom the 
disturbance ofall external causes, except the 
common fluctuations of markets and political 
contiugeucies. • 

But there are also accidental differences, 
will our cotemporary point oar any aoalbfy 


.between the monetary measures of Goyern- 
ment from 1824 to 1830, and from 1833 to \^i? 
Does lie not know that they have been almost 
directly opposite within these periods 1 In 
the former the Treasury, by all means in i.ts 
power, attracting to itself the floating capital 
of the country; in the latter ponribg it our 
with a liberality almost profu.se ; competing 
with ani obstructing the merchant in one case, 
and assisting him in the other, sofaratleast 
as tlie gener al easiness of the money market 
must favorably influence his operations. , 

2. We could not “ have forgotten the ter¬ 
mination of the exclu.sive privileges of the 
Company in 1813," inasmuch that they did 
not terminate. Some modifications took place, 
partial and limited, but why argue against 
such a paradox seriously? Do we dream? 
Arc those ten ponderous folio voliinie.s yclept 
‘•Affairs of India and China 1831—33," un¬ 
real mockeries? Were there then no Com¬ 
mittees of Lords and Commons to enquire 
into -no report on—no evidence of—no la¬ 
mentation finm London and Liverpool—no 
mnrtniirings from Manchster, and no growls 
froni Glasgow at the continuance of privileges, 
which ceased in 1813 !!' Was the China sea, 
after all, not a "clausum mare” to Free- 
trader.s? Could we noine^nd go, ad libilumv 
—could we purchase lauds and direct ou‘ 
skill and capital wherever we chose before 
1833? If we could, then has the BritUli 
Parliament been the.dupe and the Honorable 
Company the victim of most egregious de¬ 
lusion, O'Ccnriel’s Indian Magna Charta, an 
idle boast, and the Board of Trade's self- 
pi aise, mostabo minable forgery. 

3. The ruin of the old Agency Houses 
arose from one cause only, and that cause, 
panic, the resistless conqueror, before whom, 
establishments based on far less questionable 
principles most give way. At this moment, 
many leflecling minds consider the Bank of 
England in great danger. Within 4 months 
it had lost nearly half its gold—the drain 
continued through the Agency of the foreign 
exchanges, the sligiitest political or commer¬ 
cial convulsion like those of 1832and 1825 
might sweep away its last sovereign. Of 
the assets due to it,and good, so long as things 
kept their course, probably not l-lOth would 
be realized; for it is the inevitableoonsc- 
qiience of such disasters to reduce the value 
j>f all property to the lowest scale, and an 
almost universal bankruptcy would follow. 

In the case of the Indian houses, our opi¬ 
nion, formed perhap.s by the I'jgsult, when 
people become wonderfully wise, is, that they 
should all for their own sakes have stopped 
on the 4tli of January 1830 with Messrs. 
Palmer and Co., leaving the winding up of 
their respective concerns, to the virtual pro¬ 
prietors. The "pi'estiffi” of their credit having 
been jeopardised by that event, the chances of 
recovery were against them; but wo still 
think. Lord Wiliam Bentinck was, on tbp 
whole, right in endeavouring to avert or at 
least postpone the evil. [We are aware tbtt 
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our colempomry, fciiowinp: Lord William’* 
unpoptilatily tor havin'; carried the mdert of 
' the Cawrt Directors rcgardinff liali-batta 
intoeffec.', is fully capable of enlialinj; llie 
prejudices of some of Ins readers by an " ad 
cttptandftm’’ presentation of him in a matter 
wide as the poles asunder from the cause of 
olTcnce; but the majority see through this 
artifice as clearly ns we do.] At the same 
time, it was not unnatural that those who 
*' bad braved the battle and the .bieeze” for 
nearly half a century, should have been 
buoyed up by the hope of opposing success¬ 
fully what they considered a temporary cessa¬ 
tion of confidence, and undoubtedly they 
made a vigorous cil'ort to thatelfect, hut, as it 
proved, in vain. Again, uany approved of 
the determination to keep their colours Hying 
as long as they had a sliot in the locker ; and 
we must say there is a lamcnlahlc want holh 
of judgment and generosity, in attacking 
those who thus struggled and fell, and in the 
same breath flattering others, who only at sea 
one'-tenth of the time, with fair wind and 
weather, are already, according to the iV/y- 
lishman, tlirowing out signals of distress. 
]iut OUT cote 111 porn ry, candid soul, knows 
bow ea.sy it is to inflame the pa.ssi<>ii.s and 
mislead the judgment of those vvho lost their 
money, hy a speculation which turned out con¬ 
trary to their expectations, and hence his con¬ 
stant play npun * rottenness’and ‘favoritism,’ 
and similar twaddle. Kotleniiess, indeed ; 
who would not he rotten with an exhaustion- 
pump, playing from 1824 to 183S with 60 to 
70 lakhe annual power ; and nothing coming 
in to supply the vacuum ? 

4 . We will not profess to detail fhe num¬ 
ber of merchant* in England, connected with 
India ; hut as we impoit some 4 or 5 millions 
sterling per annum, we venture to guess there 
are owners for this property somewheie; alid 
as to there being no eonipetition for hills, 
why any man with £ d to £. 500,000 can huy« 
one at the India House, and no questions 
asked. 

But we must in mercy forbear, and as sooiT 
as our “friend” is out of hospital, wo shall 
administer the remaining three hundred lashc.s 
with a now cat, dividing the punishment 
partly between the permanent settlcriicnt 
question and partly between the encourage¬ 
ment given to over-trading by a mercantile 
body re/t/inff on Government advances to 
enable them to carry on their business froi;n 
year to year, this being his position,— Hur- 
knru, May 1.5. 

* 

An interval of two days hns again enabled 
the Uurhdru to come to the attack as to the 
0«mpany’s advances. We pass over a vast 
deaf of nonsense about the twin Siamese, 
skinning eefs, tweedledum, and other stulf, 
which has as much to do with thb matter as 
the exhibition of Tiinour the Tartar,‘^or any 
’other melodrama. The cat which our contem¬ 
porary buastsof appiviMg,ig,wre acknowledge, 
a weapon well suifed to his liaitds; but he 
dees ndr vrield it dexterously,—it hurts no 


one but bimsoif, —and if we may fudge fiiim 
the namberiess twrsttngtand turniUgs wliioh 
lie has lately exhibited, -the smart must he 
both severe and lasting. With regard io tlie 
permanent scttlenieiit, we shall use our own 
discretion as to replying further td an adver¬ 
sary who began his defeooe of his manifest 
tergiversation by giving us the lie, and now 
ends it by promising us an answer another 
time. We would recommend him, before be 
again meddles witli the subject, to read over 
the old files of the Harkartt ^—heavy reading 
it is true, and a .severe punishment, but not 
half so severe as he will get from os if he 
comes again to the attack, ignorant of his 
own former sayings and doings, some of which 
wo have got ni. ely arranged on little slips of 
paper, oil purpose for hi:, cdilicutiun. 

Now, with regard to the advances, the 
Hurkaru blinks the main question, that is the 
clleot on cominerce of a Government remit¬ 
tance, which we have rcpeateilly as.serlcd, 
and again assert to ho the .same, whether the 
bills are bought in Calcutta nr sold in Lon¬ 
don. Presuming this position to he unassail¬ 
able, wc see that the sole itiH’ercncc in the 
inode of roinitianec falls between two classes 
of merchants,—t)io.se who have money to 
remit and those who are .shippeis of produce. 
The tlurknru is for favoiing the former at the 
expense of the latlci ; we are nieiely desirous 
that neither riass should he lavuicd or 
injuicd hy sudden ohangos in the financial 
operations of Govcrniiicnt. Tlic Hurkarn, 
finding himself in adileirima in having as.sail- 
ed the Company's ntlvanee system, whilst he 
applauded Lord William’.s .support of the 
in.sulvent agency houses, says that our chaigc 
rests upon an argument, which is a sup/tressio 
veri aud an assvmplio falsi. "We do not wish 
to retort our coiitempoi ary’s elegant phr.ase.s 
even when clothed in a Latin garb; he is wel¬ 
come to cry out that our charge is false ; uc 
are satisfied with proving it true. In this 
instance it rested on no argument of ours, but 
upon hi.s own woids. He flllcd his columti.s, 
day after day, with an outcry about Govern¬ 
ment iiitcrfcreiirc, and then, all at once, 
quietly palled l.oid William on the back for 
his support to the totteiiug tiiiiis. 

We asserted that there was nothing in the 
commercial .system of 18.30, that called for an 
interference un wan anted in 1837. To this 
he replies tlmt tlio insolvent agency houses 
did tlicir business on a different system, thus 
as.snming that the live rotten Arms, attempted 
to be bolstered up by Lotd W'illiam, formed 
the commercial system of Calcutta in 1831. 
The greater part of the commerce of (be first 
had already slipt into other hands, and was 
conducted certainly on a totally different sys¬ 
tem, and no iivterfereude of Government, short 
of paying the debts of‘’the insolvent houses, 
could have restored them to a healthy condi¬ 
tion. The ruin of these houses, he tells u.s, 
arose from one cause only, and that cause 
panic. That any odHor should have the hardi¬ 
hood to asscft this, after his paper has been 
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fqEijwaM tlio vehicle of annoitnciitg their divi* 
dcnda of one, two, three und four Haaas in the 
rupee, passes comprehension. The evidence 
of the book-keeper of one of these firms lias 
been jjiven in open conrt, that it was nltcilj 
and hopelessly insolvent for years before it 
stupt, and how much better were the others, let 
their creditors speak. Uur contcinporarj 
should have ^one and preauhed to Htc natives 
ulio were watching their little propcity from 
tlic horning ruins of liie hazars llie other day, 

‘ my friends, stay where you aret panic is the 
s'lioie cause of yuiir distress, the fiie is ima¬ 
ginary.” We always tliinight that paii«' meant 
a groundiviss fear ; in the case of the agency 
hanses. the fear was as well founded, as that 
of the poor natives for their bazars. " Oli,” 
says the- liurkaru, “ tlieir property was de¬ 
precated ! ’ Depreciated forsooth! why it was 
pledged to this very same Lord William who 
was to have saved them all from ruin. Wc 
will not pursue tlti.-* ; we really pity the ITur- 
karu, reduced to coiiiparc tlm swindling arti- 
tiues of insolvent tiadcrsio the gallant elfurts 
of warriors fighting to the last. Let liiin re- 
puhii.sh, it he dare, Colvin’s and Mackintosh’s 
eirciilais after the stoppage of Alexander and 
Co., and blush for shame. 

We liavc only one other point to notice, be- 
eause wc do not wish to allow him evryi the 
triumph of a disiiigcntintis arlilice. We had 
.said tlie Company’s monopoly eca.scd in 1813. 
'I'he Harkaru could not have niisniidcrstood us, 
for wewcic speaking of Calcutta agentsand the 
4 fl'.-ct of throwing open the trade of India upon 
tliem. lie cliuscs, however, to point to the 
China tiade and the “ ten ponderous folios 
yclept a Hairs of India and China,” and tlien ex- 
claims “ was there no mf)riopol_v ?” lint wc aie 
spaicd the trouble of loplying to this e|cgeni 
declamation because be icpeats that panic 
alone ruined the agency houses, anil therefore 
VI bat bad monopoly oi the “ old sy stesn” to do 
with it. No lo.sses, no .squandering, no Itad 
debts iia.stcned tlieir dowTifal, panic alone 
mined llioiii. The word will he found engra¬ 
ven in the hearts of their memlrcrs when they 
die, like Calais on Queen Mary’s. 

If this will not serve the 11 urkaru’s tarn he 
is welcome ; to reply he .shall find us ” yare.” 
We cannot, it is true, serve him up an ele¬ 
gant treat from the polemical writings of nn 
/Vttcrhiiry or a Philpotts, but wc can shew 
him a few curious productions from the re¬ 
cord of the Insolvent Court, and thecoires- 
pondcnce of the victims of the panic, —those 
who, he tolls ns himself, were losingdO or70 
lakhs a jyear from 1824 to 1833, and nothing 
coming in to supply the exhansliou. He asked 
us the other day if we called this backing 
our friends?” The bear which killed the fly 
upon the traveller’s nose, was not so unfor¬ 
tunate in his attempts at backing as the 
Uurkaru, — EnglUhmoMi, May 1C. 


In the course of ail the turnings and wind¬ 
ings which have latterly characterized the 
BurkurUf it is impossible that at some tiifie or 


otjier, lie shoold not be cunning the sante. 
oourse as those who are usually bis oppo¬ 
nents. It was therefore without surprise that 
we found him on Monday morning quietly; 
taking for granted that the Bengal Govern-' 
nient was likely to be a customer for Bills of 
Exchange to a considerable extent ever^ }'car, 
and that the interest of the tax-payers re¬ 
quires the remittaDce.s to be made at the most 
favufahie rate- possible. For a month past, 
or Ihereaboyt, the liurkaru could see no 
inlet est that ought to be considered except 
that of the capitalist, the dealer in money 
and securities, who would be ciuelly injured 
by the competition of Government. Wc con- 
gratululcour contemporary on the discovery 
that the tax-pajey have also some right to 
consideration, hut wc really cannot see how 
any competition of the Bank of Bengal could 
ptrmativnfly effect the rate of exchange. That 
the sudden appearance of .'mother capitalist 
in the maiket, of the dimcu.sJons of the Bank 
of Bengal, uonid effect it at the instant is 
clear eiiniigh, but as the whole money trans- 
aelions of the country must adjust themselves 
according to results of profit and loss in a 
series of yeais, wc do not sec that the tax¬ 
payer would be cither benefitied or injured 
hy the tran.sactiun.s of the. Bank, provided 
lii.s rcniittarices were to extend through the 
VI hole period of its operations, a tact which 
seems to be assumed by our eotemporary. 
So far, therefore, as the tax-payers aie con- 
ecincd, we are innlined to believe that uo 
injuiy to them could accrue from the inter¬ 
ference of any public or piivatc capjlalist.s 
in the exnhange tran.saetions of the country. 
Bui to the questions of a Bank becoming a 
dealer in cxchangc.s, and especially a Bank 
so situated as ours, at the distance of half the 
globe from the great marls of exchange, we 
thhik that no prudent proprietor could an? 
.swer ill llic aflirmativc. The tem|>tation of a 
J'ltlc extra pioiit could haidly counterba¬ 
lance the ii.sk. 'riic true fenctions of a 
Bank aic those of a great money broker ; it 
coilects the capital of a vast number of small 
proprielor.s who have neither the means nor 
the intelligence to employ it advantageously,^ 
and distiibutes it again piofitably to others, 
with the advantages of undoubted credit and 
accurate intelligence of all the principle 
money transactions of the whole eummiinily. 
Its natural proflt i.s, therefore, a very small 
peicentage, a hrohernge, in fact, upon the vast 
s&ins which its daily transiir.ttun.s embrace, 
and its evident policy is “ the ready shillimj, 
not the slow pound.’’ The very magnitude of 
its opcralion.s renders occasional l^m tuationa 
of considerable extent unavoidable, and 
therefore, like a prudent general, it must 
keep its forces in hand, ready to meet attacks 
from whatever quarter they may come. Such 
.1 .system cannot be recouoiled with distant 
cxoliange Operations, embracing pciiods of at 
least three or lour times the extent, whicli 
prudent bankersin all countries liav'e assigned' 
as the limit of mogey trausactions in point of 
time. Leaving out all political considera¬ 
tions, it is clear that a Bank, whose resoarcea 
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are tlios remoTcd bejdnd its controal, can^ 
not perfortn one of the inoRt useful of its re- 
^lar functions, that oF u reservoir to aceu- 
niaiate the surplus means of the community 
gainst a moment of need. If indeed the 
Sank does not issue notes, it may set apart a 
proportion of its own capital for such opera¬ 
tions, in the same manner as it might take 
railway shares, build cotton mills or ,bay 
ships, but the capital so employed would he 
lost for the usual purpQ.ses of banking, and 
ought, in fairness, to be considered as form¬ 
ing the means of a separate Joint Stock Com¬ 
pany. But if, like the Bank of Bengal, it 
issues promissory notes to the extent of per 
haps double its capital, what securiiy ran the 
public have in a Case of sffddrn demand for 
sliver that the wliole business of tlie Bank, 
payments and all, may not he suspended. By 
limiting the transactions of such an institu¬ 
tion to periods of three months, the coining I 
exigency may he timely provided against, 
the .signs of an approching demand for the 
precious metals are usually Very distinct, 
and give ample warning to prudent tradeis. 

The merchant, whose capital is unavoid-, 
ably involved in operations extending j**'®*® 
through periods of one or two years, may not 
be able to avail iifniself of this warning ; and 
lie then looks to the Bank as his proper re- 
nonree for aid. What then will be his con¬ 
dition when he finds the inslitution, which 
ought to support him iu time of need, itself 
involved in distant speculations, its capital 
gone to a distant market, and its remittances, 
in all grohabilily, indefinitely postponed be¬ 
cause they cannot be made to a profit ? A 
more dangerous system of business can, wc 
think, be scarcely imagined. The Bank, we 
are told, will only avail itself of the power 
■when it is profitable ; that we do not doi^bt, 
but when are the profitalite moments like to 
occorl It is clear that a high rate of ex-, 
tebange is caused by the absence of reinittahlt?j 
fudds; there are more bills in the market 
than money. The Bank then steps in and 
takes away a part of the capital which ought 
I 9 be applied to the trade of the place, be- 
eause it can be profitably invested in hills. 


of the Bank of Bengal will put a slop to ^ 
project.— 18 . " 


Its operations in exchange would then, ac¬ 
cording to the advocates of the new system 
■of banking, take place exactly when they 
■wodld be most injurious to the trading com- 
inunity. If there is a large accumulation of 
capital seeking employment, (a fact which 
we very much doubt, seeiug the rale of Bank 
dividends) then let another chartered or tin- 

f artered company be established for the sole 
rpose of performing exchange opcratioivs. 
objects would then be clearly understood, 
operations watched, and as they could not 
‘(ShsUy extend beyond its capital, it would 
Itave no other rlTect on the money market than 
■the presence of another large firm pr bouse of 
Inisioess. Bpt we deprecate the ktterfer- 
citce of a banK, k coining shop, an institution 
.which fabricates money, with the regular 
business of merchants, we see nothing but 
"*xnlBchief likely to ensue from it, and we sin- 
edrclj hope the good sense of the propfhlors 


Our “ friend” is evidently fretful and dis¬ 
composed ; our late punishment has been loo 
tnnrdi for his nerves and temper this smoking 
weather; but he must endure it, aye, and 
something more at our leisure. We shall by 
and bye endeavour to heat into his noddle the 
dilFerence between Government advances 
made for the express purpose of assisting 
commercial communities, and those made 
with a view to tribute remittance only, and 
liow the latter alt’eot the general Interests of 
trade. Tho.se are little mysteries of political 
economy, which it were unreasonable in us 
to expect he should know much about, and wo 
hope Ite will not he nngratefnl for the trouble 
we doubtless shall have in enlightening him 
But at present we shall be munli 
obliged by his returning the complitncnt, and 
enlightening us. as to what lie means “by 
seeing that the sole diflerence in the mode of 
remittance falls between two classes of mer¬ 
chants,—those who have money to remit and 
who are shippers of produce.” We 
pause for a reply, merely su.ggcsting tliat 
prima facii such parlies would seem to be in 
the very best possible position for settling 
their Business without the intervention of the 
Government at all. One has something to 
sell, and the other the wherewithal! to pur- 
cha.se, a relation whieh accords most clo.sely 
with oor ideas of *‘ freedom of trade.” We 
.shall in the mean time, point ont a few more 
of the sins of commission and omission which 
lie has blundered into in his attempt to escape 
from our lash. He asserts that the greater 
part of the Commerce of Caloiitla had “slipt” 
into other hands previous to the assi.slanne 
alforded by Lord William Bentinck in 18.30 
not 1831, a slight difference of date of no 
earthly consequence to a writer who makes 
such havoc with f^cts that 

“ To him a river or a sea 
Is but a cup of tea, 

And a kingdom, bread and butter.” 

We meflit this a$.sertion by quoting the pro¬ 


portion of indigo consigned to the six houses 
in 1829. 

Crop. The six houses. 

I,49,2a5 1,08,003. 

and it appears from the correspondence with 
the Board of Tiade, referred to by Lord Wil¬ 
liam Bentinck, tliat out of 2 crores of annual 
advances 1 , 000,000 were issued by them, and 
that their interest in the general mercantile 
and monetary transactions of the country was 
in a greater ratio. It is well known, too, the 
few hou.ses that were e.stablished at that time 
in ronnection with Liverpool, Manchester and 
Glasgow, confined themselves almost exclu¬ 
sively to the receipt hf Europe goods, and 
the shipments of produce bought on th e spot 
for relilrns, without engaging^ in internal 
commerce or agriculture, or acting as Agents 
and Bankers for iadividuais, either in 
cuttaor out. 
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>Tfie ** slip” tlierefore, we take it, was in 
our cotemporary's pen and not in the trade, 
which continued without perceptible chnng;e 
in the same channels to IA32, when an altera¬ 
tion was generally introduced, based on the 
principle, we have compelled him, with sun¬ 
dry distortions of countenance, to admit at 
last, vie,, the substitution of personal for bur¬ 
rowed capital—a most excellent substitution 
too, and one w'hich is the great strength of 
the existing system. 

“ Slip” the second is his definition of 
“ panic,” wherein he heantifiilly illnslratcs 
the figure of speech called “ putting the cart 
before the horse.,” “ Panic,” he says, is 
groundle.ss fear,” whereas he ought, ac- 
coiding to Cocker, to have said groundle.ss 
fear i.s panic, creating evils which otherw'i.se 
would not have occurred. The Bank of Eng¬ 
land might very easily .stop payment under a 
panic, and by stopping, would hopelc.ssiy 
ruin thousands, but the panic itself would be 
equally liable to the charge of groundlessness 

“ Slip” the 3d, is of a ‘'farilix deseensu* 
averni” species, a suicidal slide, by which a 
Ilian breaks his neck, Wc cannot form to 
ourselves any idea of an " amateur” swind¬ 
ler, a man throwing away his time and his 
trouble, not to benefit himself, liut others. 
Our idea of a swindler has alway.s involved 
individual ndrantage obtained by a cunning 
vagabond from dextcroiKsIy playing upon the 
pas«ions, the weaknesses and the picjudices 
of mankind, or we have fancied the character 
to lit a man who in a private situation, uiiin- 
fiucnced by commcicial or other coniiiigen- 
oies, possessing a delinitc income, wilfully 
exceeds it, and bolls fium his credilots, oi 
again we can imagine there is some re.scm- 
blatice to it, in one who draws up a yheme 
of general contribution, with a tacit inten¬ 
tion of “ doing the Johnny Raws” the fir.st 
convenient opportunity. Now wo put it to 
our coteinporary whether this idea of swind¬ 
ling is not .something morff “ selon les regies” 
than his own ? 

“ Slip” the 4th. He is hard pre.ssed about 
the ec,ssatiun of the Company’s privileges : 
but innocently cxelaiiim, That ha^notliing 
to do with it; Ity your own admission, the 
bouses fell from panic and not fiom tlie old 
system,” bat, alas for his logic, it was the old 
system that made the panic so fatal. In a 
system where there are no lenders, panics arc 
very harmless personages. 

Slip” the dth, is the repetition of his own 
nndeviating consistency on all matters and 
things; assuming of course that memory is 
*' among the things that are gone.” Do we 
not recollect his denunciations of the “ Ben¬ 
gal Army" for murmuring against half batta 
—the soul of chivalry” transformed into 
“ .sordid calculation” and “ prompt obedi¬ 
ence" into “aninilitary raurmnrings,” or some 
exquisite antithesis of tUiskin'd.. Have we 
not seen, yesterday the “ injured, insulted 
Miss PolbiU’’—to day a jest and mark, tot his 
“ poUeiy.” 


1 .“ Slip” the 6th. He again “ harks back” 
upon the old scent of “ victims” of the panic, 
hut is di.screeliy silent on the panic-makers, 
on the dcbiuis to the several liouse.s, on the 
iuevitable wastage and depreciation of ail 
propelty on a failure, and more extensively 
still, if there are four or five at the saiiitS time, 
orncaily the .san.e time. On the inherent 
defect by wliicli a virtual joint-stock Compa¬ 
ny aa.<i divested ul formal legal protection. 
All this, ou^ cotenipoiarv blinds himself to, 
in his “ sweet hiimoui” at having been driven 
fiom every shade of a shadow of argument in 
the defence of his own consistency,and in his 
charge of our inconsistency.— HuiA. iUay 19. 

From the time wllich the Hurham takes to 
reply to us, we must suppose that he finds it a 
dilheiili task, or rl.se that his auxiliaries aie 
not ready at his call. However we must 
allow a little rime to ariangc the distortions 
of facts which he would fain pass before his 
readeis for argument. Ho cannot even quote 
the old song correctly, which is about a rat. 
We will take the libcity to correct it thus, 

*' la vviiting’gainst the EvgUshman 
He Ri.ide a fearful .splutter, 

A liver or a sea « 

to him a dish of tea 
And a continent bread and butter.” 

He is continually talking of inflicling 
punishment, adiiiinisteiing the lash and so on, 
wliicli puts us very much in mind of the gen¬ 
tleman who ciied to he held fast lest he should 
heat his opponent. A single argunieQt would 
he worth a coliiiiiii of such laviiig boasts, and 
so we doubt not his seveirty-foiir suhscrihers 
will think. It .siiil.s him to lo.se sight of the 
whole subject of dispute,and nirrciv to allude 
to it in passing, by .saying that Imsiness would 
b%.st be sellled vvithont the intervention of 
liuveniment at ail. There is no doubt about 
that, hilt it has as much to do with Ihe subject 
as it he had said that an editorial of the i/ur- 
Icuru might he written without wailing for tho 
full of the moon, when idiots are inspired. 

Even an error of the press affords him a 
handle for cavil. Wc had said 1831 for 1A3U; 
it made no ” earthly” dilTcreiice, for if we 
recollect lightly, Messrs. Palmer and Co. 
failed on 2d January 18^10, so that only the 
five houses were standing, and we repeat 
there was iiolhing in their position then, as 
’far as the public is concerned, that justified 
the Government in support'ng them more 
than it could, if they were standing at this 
moment. We had said that the greater pait 
of the commerce of the port had slipped 
through their fingers, before Lord William’s 
advances. Now how does this exact writer 
reply to us ? If we had named indigo planting, 
he would have turned upon us and said that 
it was Agriculture not commerce ; but, as it 
oails'him, he bring.s it and nothing else for¬ 
ward, in proof of the large share of the cam- 
merce of the p^rt in the hands of the tix 
houses. There were only five standing, and 
thcii indigo speculations were cut down 
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id(.h«r below 1K26, We gne.«s, but tbat bein^ 
the laftt fear of Palmer anri ('o. itsuita him 
to bring it into the calculation, ao that, ac 
coring to this very aocuiale and ingenuouji 
writer, (he crop of 1820, proves the state of 
the faoRses when attempted to he supported by 
Lord William in 1832. The “ trade, he saya, 
continued without perceptible change in the 
same channel till 1832," when an alteration 
was generally introduced ! ‘ 

The next is really an amusing'^instance of 
byper-criticisDi too good to he passed over. 
We had said that panic was a groundlr.ss 
fear ; this, he replies, is putting the cart be¬ 
fore tlie horse ; we ought to have said 
groundless fear is panic. in onr dicti¬ 

onary, not heing vi littcii hy f.Wjfcec, (pitty it 
is this writer has not .studied Cocker) we find 
definition.s attached to single words, not to 
compound t(*rm.s. Wc think we hear this 
best pablie instrnntor saying “ little boy look 
for groundless fear," and the reply, I can find 
ffrountHens, and I can find fern-; groundless, 

wilhmt ba$t, like a column of the Hurkarn ; 
fear, “apprehension,” for the exposure of to¬ 
morrow ! But the agents, be ha.s told us, were 
ruined by panic. Where was the panic ? 
when Palmer and jHo. stopt, or was it not ra¬ 
ther the sudden enlightening which the pub¬ 
lic got from the exposure of the alTairs of that 
bouse, which led to the loss of credit expe¬ 
rienced by the oUicrs 7 

Onr contemporary next puts it to us wbat 
is or ougjil to be the definition of a swindler 
We are not so fond as he is of iiilliciing pu- 
ui.sliment, of laying on the lash,—c.speciully 
when those on whom it must fall have not 
provoked the attack, and, therefore, we woiilil 
rather decline going into particulars unless 
compelled ; but as he asks us whether Ih'o 
man who bolted was agieater swindler than the 
man who staid, we can only reply that it de¬ 
pends upon circuni-slances ; if the man who 
Mted took a fortune out of the insolvent 
bouse to which he belonged, be was, according 


to our notions, as great a swindler as ifre 
man who staid to inveigle fresh fools into his 
tnil.s. His idea of a swindler is “ a cunning 
vagabond who dexterously plays upon the 
pa-ssions, weakne.s.ses and prejudices of man¬ 
kind for his own advantage." This is really 
alarming ; we fear it will include alt pro? 
fessions and ranks not even excepting kings. 
As for the Hurkaru’s friends, the agents, they ^ 
are of course included; canning, many of 
them have snflicientty shewn theniNelves, and 
vagabond, indiis sense of the word, they cer¬ 
tainly were, for they had all left their country 
in search of fortune. Now, we are not half so 
cen.sortou.s as onr brother editor ; we would 
define swindling to he the obtaining money 
under false pretencc.<i, and wc say that when 
men, in contemplation of bankruptcy, issued 
fnl.so statements of their own stability to 
induce people to put money into their hands, 
they were guilty of swindling. We have said, 
and we repeat, that wo pity even the ffurkan;, 
eoinpclled to compare such conduct to the 
g.illant defence of an overmatched comniaii-' 
(ler. We feel indignant at the comparison, 
tending as it does to cover with np)tlauso ads 
(hat ought to be held up to infamy. Put¬ 
ting a.side all metaphor, it i.s evident (hat the 
only prudent, the only honest course for pco* 
pie in the unfortunate condition of in.sol- 
vency,‘is to take care that their creditors get 
equal justice, and not by resisting all vrbo 
can be resisted and paying ail whoe.annot, 
10 earn the apv'lanse of moralists like him of 
the Uurharu, who compares .such conduct to 
a glorious though unsucco.ssful defence 
against the enemy. 

Our contemporary winds up with a tirade 
about Miss Polhili and the depreciation of 
property of his fiicnds, llie agcnt.s,—writing 
that hcdias diivcii us from every “ shade of 
a shadow of argument.” Sneb diiving! 
May it long continue ! He is like the liish- 
rnan who took a prisoner that would not let 
him go! And we suspent, lie will find ns to 
he a prisoner of* that sort.— Euglishtuau, 
May 20. 
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It being known that the despatch received' 
tItU week from the Court of Directors was 
■pon financial subjects, intense anxiety has 
prevailed among the merchants to ascertain 
the nature of the Court's orders relative to the 
remittance demands of tbo ensuing year and 
the mode in which they are to be provided 
for. We fiave heard that there is no advice 
list of fresh hills diaWn upon this Treasury. 
Hence an inference that the Coro|ian^bave 
enspended their negociations in Bngliind for 
tbe present, which is not at all surprising 
alter the issue of drafts u^n India to the 
extant of a million and a half within a feu 
months. The Chamber of Commerce have not 


yet got an answer to their application on the 
subject of advances, and pending the decision 
of Government upon this point, tbe commerce 
of the place pnralized. Indeed for many years 
we have not witne.ssed so great a pressure as 
now exi.sts in the money market here, and 
this in the midst of great commeicial prospe¬ 
rity. The causes of it are various ;—the 
al>.sorption of $fty lakhs more than last jear 
in the value of the indigo crop, a state of 
flings which enriches tlie planter, but lcs.<iens ' 
the amonttt of mercantile capital available for 
other branches of trade ; tbe absorption of all 
the bazar capital in opiam to an extent of 
fail a crore of rupees beyond the sum absorbed 
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'<‘(1 in ilie same article a year agu, taking Into 
aRcoiiut tUe great arrear of reinittitiieti.s fui 
opium of last season unrciilizcd in Cliiim, as 
vt I'll as tlic entire absence of remittances fm 
siiipments of tbe present year, and the increas¬ 
ed amount of tlie sales in Caioiitta, which 
aiteady embrace a capital of nearly liMt lakhs, 
with 5,000 chests still unsold ; the long stag¬ 
nation of opium business in China, and the 
ticklish state of the trade now ; the disturbed 
slate of trade in general in Cbina, owing 
paitty to excessive speculations, in Tea last 
vear, partly to disputes with tlic Tea mer- 
chaiiU and others, partly to the failure ofoiii- 
of the principal Hong merchants and partly 
to the sadden and unexpected suspension of 
the Company’s advances ; the employment of 
ail available mercantile capital in Calcutta 
dining many mouths past in shipments of 
silk and sugar and other articles, tempted by 
the high pi ices in England ; and now the im¬ 
possibility of ncgociatiiig liills to any extent 
against tliuse sliipiucnts. We believe there 
aic several houses that have many lakhs oi 
iiipces thus lucked up in England and China, 
wliiuh they cannot under present circum- 
slaiiccs expect to get back into their own 
coifers for a long time to come. In that re¬ 
spect their posiiion is the very reverse of the 
l onditioii under which the late Agency houses 
on scveial occasious applied to Coveigimcut 
for assistance. The latter were then deeply 
indchted to their coi responding houses 
iibiuiid : the ruiinci arc in disticss from an 
ojiposiie cause. 

’I'hcic are two ways in which the Money 
Muikct might be relieved,- hy re-opening the 
ticasiiry to advances against goods, or by pay¬ 
ing oil anotlier poitioii of the Loans. The 
toiiner w'uuM he a direct aid to eomnt^rcc to 
the whole extent of the sum paid out, and 
mure immediately to the present huiilois of 
indigo and other goods destined for tlie 
English market; the latter would but pat-‘ 
lially assist tlic merchants by rendering money 
more abundant in Calcutta, for it does not 
follow that he who icceivcd cash fur his Coin- 
paiiy’s paper would immediately lend it to a 
ineichant or lend it at all —he mighk keep it 
fur iriontlis, wailing for an opportunity of 
some favotable pcrniancnl investments. Tliat 
one OI other of these alternative modes of relief 
liowcver will be afiuidcd, and that without 
delay, we hope there is no reason to doubt. 
The unexpeetcdly large amount of the opium 
sales this year must have given the Treasury 
the means of throwing a crore of rupees into 
the market in tbe one way or the other ; in 
fact, it will be but a restoration of what the 
Treasury has taken out of it in less than tliree 
months, thereby in a very great iiiea.sare creat¬ 
ing the very scarcity now felt so severely.-- 
. Cal. Cour. April 8. • 

£ 1 _. 

In an article on the at§te of otyr inoney* 
market, which appeared in the Coutier on 
Saturday, and which we have extracted, it 
seems to us our coteupomy has dia^A » 
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lajUer exaggerated picture [we use tire phrasd 
III all courtesy] of tiro extent of the pressure, 
and has not beep very fortunate in his expla¬ 
nation of the causes. We cannot understand 
liow an increase of dU lakhs of rupees in the 
sale value of indigo, can benefit the Planter, 
without henefitting tite Agent; fur we believe, 
ill nine cases out if ten, the latter is consi¬ 
derably in advance to the former, and in tbe 
exeopted ease, the probability is that the 
Agent bolds the prora'cds of the past season 
to meet the expenditure of tbe current. 

By what process, therefore, our eotempo- 
rary arrives at the conelnsion, that an admit¬ 
ted surplus piofit of 50 lakhs of rupees on one 
branch of trade lessens the amount of com¬ 
mercial capital auiiilablc for others," we are 
unable to gues.s. 

It would have sorely puzzled us to prove, 
that it did nut *‘add”; for, assuming even 
that the indigo had been generally .shipped 
on accoiint of the Planter, a large proportion 
of its value would have been realised by the 
sale of bills passed against the shipment. 

As regards the ^absorption of bazar capi¬ 
tal in opium purchases, we much doubt whe¬ 
ther that can be sti icily called an abstraction 
from the rcsouiccs usuulfy within the reach 
of the European trading uununnnity. Unin¬ 
vested in opium, it would have quietly reposed 
in Company’s paper; allbougb partially, we 
admit, an iiidiiect inilucncc may be exercised 
by the Bunk of Bengal, making loans, secured 
by deposit, to opium .speculators ; and, “pro 
taulo," limiting its pouci of general adcommo'* 
dation. 

It may be (rue, that di.sappointment haa 
been felt at tbe iion-ieceipt of remittances 
for the opium purchd.setl at tlic January sale; 
lAit at the same time we incline to the opi¬ 
nion, that tiie parties who in the face of the 
accounts from China, ventured to give the 
priee.s they did, are not exactly in a position 
To claim the ronsiderntiou of Government, 
untc.\s indeed it he openly avowed, that (he 
nitveinmciil as sellers, have a direct interest 
in cncoiiiaging over speculation. 

We scarcely think, too, that our cotempo¬ 
rary is warranted in attiihuting so great a 
want of foresight to our merchants as to as¬ 
sume that “ all the available capital in Cal¬ 
cutta has been employed for many months 
past in shipments of silk and sugar" and 
other articles, unless the alternative of a 
reliance on the Treasury, for subsequent and 
neces.sary wants, is intended to be suggested ; 
and with the large fnnds-seeking remittance, 
arising from the devidends on tbe estates of 
the insolvent firms and from private channels 
for family purposes, we cannot agree in the 
allegation that the negotiation of biiis h^s 
been qr is attended with such extreme diffi¬ 
culty. 

The remedies ^htcli are recommended by 
our cotemporary, to meet tlie state of tliiAie 
whiob bn supposes to exist, are 

I 
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1st, re-opening the Treasurj for advances 
On produce, and 

Sndly, the dischnr^e of another portion of 
the Government loans. 

The former is the mode which finds roost 
favor evith him ; but we confess, we view with 
some alarm this constant dependency on the 
itevennes of Government, to carry on com¬ 
mercial operations. It appears to iisdO all 
intents and purposes, a renewal of all the 
evils, which it was the preat bbjeot of the 
British Legislature, in 1833-34 lo destroy ; 
and which the opening of the Leaden-hall 
Treasury to torn? fidf Commercial capital, was 
Vearly carrying into effect. Our cotemporary, 
however, has been so recently engaged in a 
controversy on this subjeift with his namesake 
at Bombay, that we shall merely repeat, that 
whatever temporary relief is furnished by this 
system, it is pregnant with nltimato conse¬ 
quences most injniious to the steady progrcs.s 
of Commercial prosperity. 

We by no means intend to convey any dis¬ 
approbation of a Government coining for ward, 
under cirenmstanees beyond controul, and 
'against all reasonable calculation, to extend 
its powerful aid ; but we d eprecate a perpetu¬ 
ally reentring application on slight disturban¬ 
ces in the money market 

The letter of the Chamber of. Commerce, wc 
Ultderstand, is not intended to intimate any 
desire to receive advances from the Treasury: 
hot simply to ascertain whether the Govern¬ 
ment intend to make any at all : it being of 
oonrse.very desirable to all parties to have 
' some certain information on the subject. 

But we cannot conclude our observations 
' on this matter, without expressing onr sur¬ 
prize, if the fact be so, at the Bank of Bengal 
holding above 40 lakhs of rupees in Compai^y’s 
paper, at a time when money is in demand. 
The mercantile Directors can scarcely expect 
the Government to make advances, if ihi-f 
Bank, the proper source of assistance, thus 
locks up its funds.— Hurkaru, April 10. 


In discussing on Saturday the caiise.s of the 
. scarcity of money now so much felt in Cal 
cutla, we mentioned as one of them, “ the 
absorption of fifty lakhs more ihan last year 
in the value of the indigo crop, a state of 
things which enriches the planter, but Icssen.s 
the amount of mercantile capital available 
.for other branches of trade.” The expression 
> was incorrect, and has therefore been a mark 
for the Hurkaru, whose comments upon our 
article we insert below. The absorption of 
these fifty lakhs in the purchase of- indigo 
flOoJfi in itself be no cause of distress in the 
anofiey market,, aince for the most part it 
yrould be but a transfer from one cla.ss of mer- 
abants, thebnyers of indigo, to another class of 
merchants, the agents for the planteVs (and 
for themselves as joint proprietory in many 
• instances.) Supposing therefore the whole of 
the crop to have been sold in Calcutta, the 
proceeds ought to have added 50 lakhs lo the 


available capital more than the indtgtf'|iro<- 
ceeds of last year; and though these .60 lakhs 
being taken from a limited source of supply, 
namely, the proceeds of European goods, or 
credits or bills upon Calcutta, or Mils sent 
here for sale, or the Company's advances, or 
private remittance funds, would to tho same 
extent reduce the capital available for 
sugar, silk, saltpetre and cotton, &c., k-c., 
still it does not appear there would be any 
actual abstraction of money because it happen¬ 
ed to be laid out in indigo rather than 
in cotton, or silk, or sugar, or saltpetre; 
while at the same time it is qnitc clear that 
the Indigo Planter and those who support 
him are enriched by the prosperity of this 
paiticular branch of agriculture. But what 
follows? The Planter, bccoroo independent 
by his altered position in his agent’s books, 
uses Ills own money, or makes his last year’s 
success a plea to inriocc the agent to support 
him, in extending his cultivation, or in the 
purchase of other factories from parties who 
may allow part of the prii;e to remain in the 
same hands for a time, but may choose to 
invest the rest in a subscription to the loan, 
or in building houses, or in joint stuck ware¬ 
houses, steam tugs, nr cotton screws, or in 
factories of silk or sugar, or in pureliasing 
these or other goods in the Atirtings, which 
last temploymciit, though but a temporary 
itbslraction of the money from Calcutta, would 
have the same cfi'cct for the time as the moie 
pennanont ones we have previously named. 
In .short, the agent is practically made or in¬ 
duced lo di.sgotge the surplus lie had reckon¬ 
ed upon, and his coffers are emptied while hi.4 
bu.sincss becomes enlarged. In furtheriUns- 
Iration of the compatibility of great prospe¬ 
rity and inorca.sed rc.sources with the fadlis 
descencm of an ebbing treasury, we will sup¬ 
pose the case of a house having a very exten¬ 
sive indigo coustituenoy. and therefore, in 
November last, fairly expecting to realize a 
surplus of fifteen or twenty lakbs by their 
indigo sales beyond the amount of llieir ad¬ 
vances for the manufacture, kn tliemaiket 
opened, there seemed no doubt of this—it 
would therefore he within the bounds of pru¬ 
dence t] ship through the Company the first 
oarcels that arrived, while there was opportu- 
iity of doing so, which of oonrse would lock 
op one-third of the amount, the Company only 
advancing two-thirds. Via will now suppose 
that sales proceed gradually with the rest a.s 
it comes to market; but the stoppage of the 
Company’s advances, the eagerness of specu¬ 
lation in other lines, and finally a stagnation 
in the indigo market produced by theacoounts 
of the financial pressure in England and its 
immediate elfect upon the home prices, leave 
the house perhaps at the end of the shippmg 
season with mariy thousand maunds on hand, 
having in thCfniean time made ail its arrange¬ 
ments for the support of its indigo and other 
constituents on a footing proportioned to their 
improved positions Here then is the case of 
prosperity and peouniary want combined. 
The very party supposed in the abstract to bo 
most enii^ed^ths Indigo agent, may in point 
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•f fAct be tTie most in need—rich ingoodtt and 
in aecnrities, and a Inrjjce creditor in his 
' accoiints with his correspondents in London 
and Canton, but poor in his own money chest, 
and unable to ne^ociale to any extent upon 
either London or China attainst the fnnds 
there locked up,—upon London, because 
there is still an active spirit of speculation 
alive in some blanches of trade, olTcrin^ bills 
at 2s. 4id. backed with consignments to those 
who'Tiave money to lend; upon China, fur a 
like reason, and because in thb present stale 
of things few people would feel disfiosed to 
make remittances to England through Canton, 
or to send funds to China for speculate c pur¬ 
chases of teas or other goods. 

Hence it may very well happen that those 
very dims who have had the most thriving 
business and whose resources in value have 
most increased during the past year, may in 
fact he tlie most pressed at the present mo¬ 
ment. Uut supposing that some indigo agents 
Jifive luitli realised their indigo and husband¬ 
ed their rcsoiiices, tliey most assuredly have 
not ke{it their money idle, or been content to 
invest it ill Company’s paper. Merclianis do 
not act in tliis way: no, they have avoided 
pecuniary cinharrassinent perhaiis and want 
no aid iroiii Government in any shape, but 
they have not tailed to give employment to 
their capital in some of the tempting ways 
tlial liaie been inviting it for many months 
past. t)iir brother of the Hurkura cannot 
believe the merchants have been guilty of 
“ so great a want of foresight” as to have 
eoiployed all tlieir available capital for many 
iiioiiihs past in shipments of silk and sugar, 
iStc. Wliat if tliey did so employ it? There 
was no want of foresight in lliis. He that had 
funds is surely not to be charged vvithaiiriprii- 
dciicc because he did not foresee that his 
neighbor on one side might be disappointed 
of reinitluncex from Cliina in the usual course, ' 
or his neighbor on the other would fail to 
reali/c all his indigo of^he year: nor are 
these to he taxed with iiiiprudenec in calcu¬ 
lating upon remittances and facilities of sales 
and b'll negociatioiis hy the rule of their past I 
experience. Their disappointments l«ve been 
owing to events of an extraordinary nature,— 
as much beyond tlieir coniroul and calcula¬ 
tion, as a very long course of easterly winds 
by vvliicli the homeward bound shipping may 
be thrown into distress in the chops of the 
liiittsh Channel; and we really do not see 
why the mercantile interests should not be 
entitled to consideration under such circam- 
slaiices, as ranch as the crews and passengers 
reduced to short allowance at sea, for whose 
Gomfort the British Government has lately 
provided tliat Steamers shall go out with 
supplies. But lot it be understood that we 
are not advocating dh'ect aid ^ the shape of 
loans: we insist only upon the propriety of 
dping something to relieve the market gene¬ 
rally, and wo think wo ha^e the meura reason 
to do so herause the Government itself has 
largely contributed to produce the pressure 
by suspending the advance system when rt had 
become a resource relied upon as a permaneut 


-one, and has profited too most largely by ano¬ 
ther, and perhaps the principal cause of the 
pressure, the high prices lately paid for opium 
at the public sales. The Uurkara doubts if 
the absorption of such an enormous sum in 
opium be any abstraction at all “ from the 
lesources usually within the read! of the 
European tradit.g community,” because *‘un¬ 
invested in opium it would have quietijr 
reposed in Company's paper.” This is true 
to some exjent, hut it is also true as our con¬ 
temporary himself observes, that a large sum 
has been absorbed by taking up Ioan.M at the 
Bank to make the opium deposits, and that 
even the increased means of the Bauk has 
inconveniently cramped thorchy. The finr- 
karu would hav# the Bank sell out its own 
Company’s paper to meet the extended demand 
for aocommodation. It is reasonable to sup¬ 
pose the Bank Directors would desire to do 
so, but one of the inconveniences of that 
mode of investing its funds is, that the time 
when the money is wanted is always that in 
which there is least demand for Company's 
paper. To force it upon the market would of 
course occasion a loss upon the pi ices at 
which we presume it to have been purchased. 

There is one cause of pressure jn the money 
muikctof Calcutta, whictuwe omitted to men¬ 
tion among the objects that have tempted 
private speculation of late. The Company’s 
silk factories have for the most part passed 
into private hands. Now, it will be remem¬ 
bered that the British legislature, when it put 
an end to the Company's trade, made a special 
exception of their silk factories, allowing^ 
them to be carried on until private capitalists 
could he found willing and able to supply the 
place of the Company in feeding the home 
roaiket. The experiment is now making and 
it IS in its first year. Unexpected circumstan- 
<?es have narrowed the means of those wbe 
have undertaken the provision, and it is there- 
' fore quite consistent with the intentions of the 
British legislature that the losal Government 
should step forward in aid of the undertaking 
by advances against silk, even an exception 
if they cannot be given generally, because the 
alU'inative contemplated by (he British legis¬ 
lature was that the silk should bo made alto¬ 
gether with the Company’s money and shipped 
to England as part of their annual remittance. 
— Cal. Cour. April 10. 

We have beard much lately about the scar¬ 
city of money ; we have ourselves talked much 
of the eviHof ovei’-trading ; we have heard of 
bladders, bunds, and Company’s advances ; and 
we publish an extract from a great authority 
on the subject of the scarcity of money ; and 
the producing causes over-trading, leaving it 
(o the sagacity of our political q^onomicai 
friends to recognise the master band which 
penned the extract 

No (wmplaint, however, is more common than that of 
a scarcity of money. Money, like wine, must always be 
scarce wiili those who have neither wherewithal to buy 
it, nor creibt to borrta/v it. Those who Itave either, will 
seldom be in want either of the money or of the wtae, 
which they have occasion for. Tins complaint, however 
of ihescarwty of money is not always coniintd to iaa. 



m 


INDfAN MONEY MARMET. 


provident sp«ndtKri(u. It is sometimes general thiptigli a^' 
whole mercautile town and the country in its noighhour- 
bood. Overtrading is the common cause of it. Sober 
men, whose projects have been disproporiioned to their 
capitals, are as likely to have neillier wherewithal to 
buy money, nor credit to borrow it, as prodigals whose 
expense ^s been disproporiioned to tlieir revenue. 
Before their projects can be brought to bear, their stork 
is gone, and their credit with it. They run about every¬ 
where to borrow money, and every body tells them that 
they have none to lend. Even such general eomplaints 
of the scarcity of money do not always ^rove that the 
usual number of gold and silver piece are not circulating 
in the country, but that many people want thoses pieces 
who have nothing to give for them. When the profits 
of trade happen .to be greater tlian ordinary, over-trading 
becomes a general error both among great and small 
dealers.* They do not always send more money abroad 
than usual, but they buy upon erduit, both at home and 
abroad, an unusual quantity of goods, which they send 
to some dhstanl market, in hopes that the returns will 
come ill before the demand fiir payment. The demand 
comes before the returns, and they have nothing at hand 
with which they can either purchase money or give solid 
aecurity* for borrowing. It is not any scarcity of gold 
and silver, but the ditificulty which such people find in 
borrowing, and which their creditors find in getting pay¬ 
ment, that occasions the gcneiai complaint of the scar¬ 
city of money.— Ilurkarn May 17. , 

To the Editor qf the Bengal Hwkaru. 

Dkar Silt,—1 see you bave been noticing, i 
Ihe papers printed for the use of the Proprie¬ 
tors of the Dank of Bengal, 1 hope therefore 
you will not object to a letter on the subject. 
It is one. which interests, not only the pro¬ 
prietors of the Bank, but also the entire oom- 
niercial community of Bengal, Native as 
welt as European. I wish to offer my reasons 
for considering, that it will be better for the 
interests of all parties concerned, that tiieBanfc : 
of Bengal should continue its operations as i 
lieretofore, and not seek for extension beyond I 
the increase in its business which the trade Of < 
the country is sure to require, and which I I 
anticipate, will be found for years to come i 
.sufficient to employ its capital by the ordinary t 
Banking opeiations which it carries on in Cal- i 
outta, and which afford accommodation to (he f 
Trade of this country in the simple.st and t 
cheapest way for the merchant and the secur- I 
est for the interest of the proprietors. A i 
temporary abundance of money at the close ( 
of last year, arising solely from the slate of I 
the money market in England, led to a con.si- i 
(lerable surplus accumulating in the Bank of t 
Bengal, and the natural consequence was an t 
anxiety on the part of the Directors, to di.s- t 
cover some new sources of profitable employ- I 
ment, for this large sum ; but in the midst of i 
those considerations, bow to rid themselves of I 
this Plethora, they .suddenly find, as they i 
thdmselvn state in their preface—(“ as sure 
as night ftlllows day will the reaction take i 
place after a money plethora when the need | 
i^or Banking acoummodation becomes eorres- i 
wndingly urgent”) that the wants of frade i 
nave relieved them of their inconvenient sur- i 
pins, and they have full employment for their i 


* Tor an account of the circumstances which occasion 
over-trading sec the note on commercial Revnlsions 
in the last velums. I 


Wentire capital, withont passing their own dooo 
way, seeking hnsiness. Following the meta* 
phor of the preface. I say, after many years 
experienoe of the Calcutta money market, 
that the nigkie of scarcity of monoy are so 
mnob longer than the dagt of plenty, that the 
Directors need not trouble tliemselnes about 
the latter : the trifling loss of interest of the 
; Bank, by having a snrplus unemployed in 
I days of plenty which now so seldom occur, 

! will always be made np by the i nc reused pro- 
’ fit which will'accrue to the Bank, when the 
< reaction takes place, indeed I may fairly con- 
> sider the remarks in page XIII. of the pre¬ 
face, as meant to be applicable to the pre* 
sent position of the Bank. A very large 
amount of Government securities were pur¬ 
chased (when the Bank had a large surplus 
and a plethora of money existed,) necessa¬ 
rily at a very high price: the reaction takes 
place and the Bank finds itself now encum¬ 
bered with this stock which it cannot get rid 
of without a heavy loss daring the season of 
pressure. The conclusion to lie drawn frotn 
this is, that had the Bank kept its cash ba¬ 
lance iininvesled, it would now be free to ex¬ 
tend its accomniodalioii largely In the public, 
and make an increase rale of interest on the 
fund now locked np in Government scouri. 
ties, which would soon repay the Bank for the 
loss at*the rate of 4 per cent per annum, 
while their funds remained idle, and the 
Bank would not be .snhject to the risk still 
impending, of being obliged to put itself in 
funds, by the .sale of its Government securi¬ 
ties at a loss on the porchasc price, which 
may eat up all, or a greater part of the inler- 
e.st accruing on the stock while in its posses- 
•sion. Ill making the.se and the following re¬ 
marks on some of the questions treated of in 
these pd^iers, I am not pretending to greater 
wisdom than the Directors, by shewing what 
they ought to have done in a time of plenty, 
BOW that the change has taken place, and we 
sec (he eflVcfs of itI should probably have 
acted precisely as the Directors have done, 
and thought it better to inve.st the surplus of 
the Bank in Government paper rather than 
let it remain unproductive ; what I am desir¬ 
ous of dolhg is tilts, to endeavour to shew that 
the Bank of Bengal bus bitlicrio done well, 
both for its proprietors and the public, and to 
urge on the former to be satisfied with what 
they have found by experience, to be a safe 
and profitable investment for their money, 
and not endanger their property by the acoep> 
lance of a new Charter, which gives a power 
of engaging in transactions hitherto unknown 
to the Bank of Bengal, and which might, in 
the day of plenty, enable sanguine men in the 
Direction to scatter its funds over the world 
under an idea, that they were to increase the 
profitsof the establishments by an extension 
of business, leaving th^ Bank when the 
reacti on ta k es pi ace, whicR th e Di rection j ust ly 
remark follows a plethora of money as surely-- 
as night follows day, denuded of its funds, 
unable to support commoroial credit, obliged 
to draw on its resoarces at the very time it has 
hitherto been prepared to extend its opera¬ 
tions; and 'finally for the sake of patting 
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Itscrifinto finds either transferinK its distant 
speealations at an iannenso loss, or bcooininj; 
dependant on the Treasury for a replenish- 
Inent of its coffers. The proprietors of the 
fiank of Bengal will act wiseiy for their oiwi 
interests, by refusing the extended powers 
offered to them by Cruvernmenl—they will act 
wisely in declining to receis'e and delegate to 
their '^rectors a power whioli will enable 
them, if turned from the cautious path in 
times ot plenty (and who is not ?) to place the 
funds of the Bank far beyond* their reach ; 
a power which will alter the character of the 
Bank of Bengal from a supporter and fosterer 
of the Merchant, to a direct competitor in one 
of tlie most important items of his comtnerciai 
business, and which will break through that 
strict line which divides so distinctly the bu- 
sines of the banker and merchant and which 
the Bank of Bengal greatly to its own profit, 
has hitherto preserved. 

It is iiiinocessary to argue that the Bank of 
Bengal has been a very profitable concern to 
the proprietors, f know of no investment of 
money which for the last 30 years has yielded 
so high an average of annual profit; that pro- 
fii has arisen and been insured by the wise 
and cautious regulations which have hitherto 
controuled the operations of the Bank. Will 
it be a wise act of the proprietors to peril this 
profit? and they will surely do so by Accept¬ 
ing this new act, unless they can find men for 
Directors, whose views remain unaltered and 
uninfluenced by the circumstances of the mo¬ 
ment when they are called to act. I say, with¬ 
out :ear of contradiction, that the present Di¬ 
rectors of the Bank of Bengal, are as eapalile 
as any equal number of men which the pro 
prietors could select for the careful manage¬ 
ment of their concerns ; still the most cursory 
perusal of these papers, shows, how diflbrcntiy 
the same men are disposed to view the 
same question atdiil'orent peiiods under al¬ 
tered circumstances. If the act which is nowi 
propo.sed had became Dajy on the ist M"y 
1330, is there a doubt, but that a very large 
sum belonging to the Bank of Bengal would 
have been at this moment on its way to Eng¬ 
land fromthe purchase of bills of exchange^ 
wliat say the same directors now, to ^ho wis¬ 
dom of seeking for new sources of profit for a 
Bank in times of plenty ? 

“ At times a Bank will find its coffers full 
to repletion, with no demand on the part o! 
any one for discounts or other banking ao- 
oemraodation ; at such times those who are 
concerned in the management of Banks are 
tempted to make permanent investments of 
their funds, or to try less certain speculations 
than ordinarily, and to reduce the rates of 
other business, bidding first against oom- 
pelitors on terms scarcely covering its risks 
and indeed greatly increasing those risks 
•*1 I**® inducement to speqnlatioa afford¬ 
ed by facility of obtaining funds. 

■ ** To this they are moved by the ide4 that 
any tting is better than to allow the funds of 
th&ir Bank to lie wholly unemployed yieldinr 
no profit, and affording no dividendand 
they sum np their opinions by the foUow<- 
tng strong and wise reprobation of this 


seeking after new business in a moment of 
plenty.’* Notbing, however, is so deiusivo 
as the schemes and speealations of such 
periods, and the losses and failures of Banks 
are mostly traceable to their consequences. 
As sure as night follows day, will the reac¬ 
tion tako place after a money pletboi^ when 
the need for banking accommodation becomes 
correspondingly urgent? and if yielding to 
(lie ‘temptations of other times a Bank has 
embarked ip distant and doubtful specnla- 
tions, or has parted with its capital and 
means by multiplying branch establishments, 
all subject to the same pressure, or has sunk 
too much in permanent investments, not 
promptly realizable at the moment of want, 
such a Bank wiiyissuredly lose the opportu¬ 
nity of tlio most advantageous employment of 
which its capital and means are susceptabie, 
and it will be well if it sufl'er only the dis¬ 
appointment and regret of a lost opportunity, 
and do not fiirtlier experience etnharassment 
and sacrifice of capital." 

1 recommend this passage to the serious 
consideration of the proprietors of the Bank 
of Bengal, as affording from the mouths of 
their Diiectors the strongest evidence in 
favor of luy advice, that they should not ac¬ 
cept this new act, nor alloyr the character of 
tlioir establishment to be changed by adopt¬ 
ing the dangerous combination of commer¬ 
cial transactions, with their hitherto safe and 
profitable Banking business. The Bank of 
Bengal has been on the very brink of this 
precipice, and has been saved, not by the 
prudence of the proprietors or their ,ffi>lrootors, 
but by the charter which confined them within 
prudent limits ;—hut let the Directors speak 
for ihciiisulves During the whole uf the 
past year, the Directors had before them tho 
dicad of reduced profits from the want of full 
cTnpluymcnt for the fiirrds of the Bank, 
They participated with the proprietors the de¬ 
sire of finding new lines of business and new 
methods of drawing benefit from tho employ¬ 
ment of superlliious funds. To the ordinary 
liiliiculty of the lime in this respect was aif- 
ded that of a considerable augmentation of 
captial without any change of cireuinstancrs 
affording the prospect of its beneficial em¬ 
ployment. But while all the parlies were oo- 
eupiod in devising schemes for turning these 
funds to account, in a few short months, the 
aspect uf things so completely changed as to 
make it apparent that even with tho augment- 
*ed capital, the means of the Bank of Bengal 
were likely to prove insalhcient to supply all 
ihe banking accommodation required by the 
community of the presidency ^lone. ThisU 
the case at tho present moment—the Bank 
of Bengal » now realizing hanking profits 
at high rates upon a much larger sum than 
was ever similarly employed." 

It may be argued, indeed, that the present 
greatjscarcity of money, is not likely to last, 
that a reaction will soon take place, and the 
Bank again find itself embarrassed by a ple¬ 
thora of money.. I confess that 1 have the 
advantage af offering these remarks at a mo¬ 
ment very favourable for my purpose, still I 
am aatii^ed that tot many years to come, tha 
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oouimercial community will reqaire consiant 
and annnally increasing; accommodation from 
the Bank of Bengal, provided the directors 
follow their present intentions of advancing 
money more liberally on piivate discount, and 
the merchant can rrJji on the Bank, fur fair and 
reasonable support »ith reference to the extent 
of his business. It is evident that the com¬ 
mercial directors whose opinions are given, 
differ as to the degrees of accoiumodalioiS re¬ 
quired from the Bank, but tbqse opinions 
offered at a time of great abandance of money 
are likely to Itave been influenced materially 
at the moment, as I have shown how much 
they have changed their views in the preface 
prefixed to the papers, .still there is to be ga¬ 
thered from them an cxpf^otatioii that the 
increase of our Tiade will roqiiire extended 
means, and different opinions arc expressed 
from whence it is to be forthcoming. One 
commercial director says, “ so far as regards 
the discount business of that city (Calcutta) 
no extension of capital is necessary ; ' another 
says, “ (here can he no doubt that the ope¬ 
rations of the Bank of Bengal are of too 
cramped a nature for a great commercial 
community hke Calcutta a third says, “ a 
mofe independent commercial management, 
might conduct the^ Bank to .a more extended 
and perhaps to safer aecomiiiodation business 
than it has at present a fourth says, “ no 
floiiht an addition of capital would be advan- 
lageons to the connUy, if ^radnally introduced, 
arising from the projits of trade.” When men, 
so well conversant with the subject come to 
so opposite a conclusion, it will not, 1 hope, 
bo thought presumptuous in me differing from 
any of them. -1 conceive that the opinion that 
the Bank of Bengal has always fully met the 
wants of the Cunitneroial cummunity in dis¬ 
counting, arises from mistaking the want of 
application for discounts, to the wantuf neerf';' 
until very lately there have been invariably 
such difficnlties made to passing private dis¬ 
counts that the merchant sought accommoda¬ 
tion cisowhere at any sacrifice rather than .siih 
ject his paper to the discredit of l>«ing reject¬ 
ed by the veto of tlie President, without a 
commercial director, having a voice in the 
question. Let the directors look at the ridi- 
c'llonsly trilling average amount of private 
discounts in the Bank until a more liberal 
system was introduced, with the iiicrca.se 
which has taken place under this new system, 
and 1 think they will find my remarks borne 
out. It may be contended that an increase of 
private discounts, will increase the Ti,sk of 
the Bank in a greater ratio than the profil. 
The operations of the Union Bank entirely 
disprove iliis: with scarcely any 'busines.s but 
private discounts, it has passed through times 
of the greatest commercial di.stress with cre¬ 
dit to itself and profit to its proprietors. The 
Balik df Bengal takes credit to itsclj, for its 
psesent liberality in discountiag privatq pa- 
Mr to about the same extent as the Union 
liank. This is certainly an improvement on its 
former mode of doing discoupt business, but 
It falls far short of what it might do. Let the 
Directors judge of what business they may do 
^,|ti discouating, by coiupariog the tooant 


which the Bank of England would advanod 
on c nnmercial paper representing the Trade 
of Bengal, or an equal quantity of the Trade 
of Englaud, and I think they will be surprised 
at the immense disparity between the dis¬ 
counts of thqtwo Banks. I count little on the 
capital arising from the profits of trade whieli 
one of tile Directur.s expects will meet the in¬ 
creasing wants of conimerce here : as long as 
the Trade of India remains in the hunrl.s of 
Europeans, who retire to their own countries 
and almost wlvvays take away their fortunes 
with them, no accumulation of profit for the 
purposes of trade will remain fixed in the 
country. Have the Proprietors ofthe Bank 
of Bengal any rea.son for expecting a conlinii- 
ance of such supplies of money as were sent 
out for commercial purposes last year 1 
Is there the least probability of the 
treasury on any day next August having 
to pay dO lakhs of rupees of hills applicable 
to uoinmercial purposes? Will the purchasers 
of teas and silk.s in China, and of our produce 
here yield such profits as to indnee the same 
parties to speculate again to iho same extent ? 
This is jet to he known. I think the chances 
arc against it. 1 see no cause for expecting 
fioiii England more than an annual sum 
lluctuaiing in amount, according to the value 
of money in London, once pet haps in eveiy 
ten years, we shall have more than we require 
when the low value of money and the days of 
speculation exist as they did in 18‘21 and 183(1. 
But, genet ally spctiking this will not be the 
case. To me it appears, that so far from the 
Bank of Bengal requiring to go abroad foran 
inciciise of business, it will find abundant oc¬ 
cupation fur all it capital, if the Directors 
follow up their present infeiition of iiicrea.sing 
iiheially the accoininodation and that, not 
merely for the present moment but for years 
to conic. 1 therefore deprecate the power 
which the new act gives them of assuming 
iyhen they please a commercial character. It 
is uiiiieces.sary, bec^iso tliey have had hither¬ 
to, and will continue to realize, handsome 
and steady profits from Banking alone. I re- 
eoinniciid the proprietors not to accept so 
dangerous a gift, but to be satised to cany on 
the Banking business as hitherto with the 
support and good will of the commercial com- 
muuity—Live and let live, being the motto of. 
Dear sir, Your Obedient servant, 

A Merchant. 

16//i May, 1837. - [Ibid. 

Tlie Uurkaru put forth yesterday as amus¬ 
ing a piece of niaserie as we have for some 
time seen even in the columns of that jour¬ 
nal. He quotes a passage from the 4th hook 
of Adam Smith, and no doubt thinking it as 
new to his “ politico-economicai friends,” as 
it is to himself, leaves it to their sagacity to 
find out the author. Why every young lady 
who has rend Mrs. Marcel’s conversations 
could have told him all about it. We should 
nut have thought his riddle worth reading, 
but as he begins it as alluding to the Com¬ 
pany’s advances, &c., we suppose that he 
thiuks that it contains a sulfioient answer to 
all that has been replied to him on that sub¬ 
ject. Tilts comes of taming up an author 
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for the nonce, without comprehending his the Doctor at Jericho ere wo had published 
spirit. A polilical economist is not to bo him. We do pray of the choleiic gentleman 
made by cramming passages out of Adam in the Englighman (one ot the little, wanton 
Smith. It is truly ludicrous wlien the seri- hladder-boys w« suppose) to aggiavate his 
ous affairs of whole classes of men are under clioler, and to tell ns at bis leisure what ho 
discussion, and the Government called upon ' means by conning and dealing out ;U>sti'act 
publicly to protect their interests, or an aign- doctrines by i!ie uard in great swartlal Wo 
ed for interference with them, to find a jour- have heard of a screed of dociriiie, anJ we 
nalistwho has long put himself forward as know what swartliy iiicaiis, but of swaitlis wo 
“ the best public instructor” on these mat-' aro*at present ignorant. As to the mini’s 
tors, conning abstract doctrines by the yardgraiidsire tiiUk of the serious affairs of whole 
and dealing them oat in great swarths, as if jclasses of men being under discussion, and 
they really bore upon the point at issue be-| the absurdity of conning abstruse doctiines 
tween us, Adam Smith savs truly enough iby Ibo yard and dealing them out in great 
that if men send their capital abroad they jsroartAr, and as a final horror, printing a 
will not find it at liotue, and if they buy upon passage from Adam Smith for the benefit of 
tick the day of payment will come perliaps jeur choleric cotein^iorary, why we must, we 
when least agreeable. What all this has to suppose, plead guilt) to the latler pait ol the 
do with the Company’s remittances is not, ^ ehai ge, and remain in blissfuNgnmaiicc and 
howevci, quite so clear. People who have' indilfererice to thc^ lormer portion ol it, until' 
got goods to give as security to the amouiii our cotemporary is pleased to let us know 
of one lialf more than the hills they offer f.<r what it means, and what is tin* pieciso nature 
sale, cannot be consitlered as buyers upon of the ci ime we have commi'teil. In the mean 
credit, nor as gambling tiadeis who hat' lime it would be as well if the Englishman 
sent their eapit.ils to distant markets. They did not admit into his paper sueb correspon- 
arc only looking for the ordinary facilities of dents as a Mr.ncHANr ; this woitliy abuses us, 
trade which in common times would be grant- tuisrepiescnls the small seinlilla of out argu¬ 
ed to them without any security on their ere- ment, which he alludes to, says that wo are 
dit alone by the dealers in money. If there- beaten at all poiwts. and •oncliide.s with an 
fore, in a time when a scarcity of money is extract from an annonynioiis paper, by way of 
felt, not fioin their own carelessness, but ttt* authority, wherewith to clench our dis- 
froin the vast transactions of the coriimeiciai conifiture I Now all this hath a very spurious 
motiopolis of the world, if in such a time the look, and people say that the letter is tho 
meichaiits are not clamorous fur loans, but work of poor dear Soaramoncli iiimseil, who 
merely enquiring how far the financial oper- being onahlo to enter into or eomprehetirl liie 
alioiis of Government are likely to alfcet controversy, takes this sort ol nicthod avio 
their own transactions, it does, in our opi- of proclaiming the victoiy of his seribbleis. 
nion, point to a very sound and healthy slate This is “ a weak invention of tlie enemy,” 
of coinmcree in this place. i and shews want of tact. lie should recollect 

, , ,1 I j _ 41 .* *1 . that in these suit of discussions, those who 

W e are glad, neveilliel^s, to tlijit 1 |C jq„e,tion judge 

has commenced the st« *J'of Ada n have their own standard tbr 

Smilh,-i wil he a good *' * j appreciating the mode in which the argument 

prom.sed lueubiations on he Po en set-^,* Conducted on either side, and they at once 
tiement, in aid ut w'hieli we would also re- I : . .s ,■ 

,4 laL.i XII i.i .. I sec through till'trick or the Ignorant partiali- 

coimnond to Ins nonce Wbtli Maltlius and,. .. . , . ir • . » 


I A. I • .* i^ai -ft.* iai .. I iiiruuKii tilt' iiii; iKiifFittrit ijctriiimi* 

coimnond to Ins nonce Wbtli Maltlius and , .. . , . n- • . .« i .'4 e 

T> » 1 wi. 1 1 . 41 .,.. ... 1 . 1 .. . 1 :, .c 4 . I ty of such a toadying affair as the letter of \ 

Ricaido. Wheu lie has thoioiighly digested ./^RCHANr, supposing it genuine ; while to 

f n l:fm^ wni ITi ! nnrJ! fic ‘^osc who take no intc.cst in the discn.ssioo. 

formcddlmg with the subject than he is at , ,it-. 4 :.. ..r .,;. 4 „.„ 44 ... .J 


S'rereM''unTe*‘;ll»»ofl.irto^ . 1 'vic.or, i, » ot 

. c. ft „ ar IQ of— Wei , Stocky has wopp d the//Mi'Atim 

^ucf^.-Enghshman, Mag 18. -VVho writes for him 

' now ? W'liat tin* deuce is it all about ! Come, 

We really had no intention to put the f-Rjr- let’s go to the rooiw,» and take a cigar, and 
hman into such a towering passion by the send down for Stocky and make him tell us 
iblicatioii of an extract from Adam Smith : all about it, and which of the sowdagers it is 
ir motive was to assist and not to annoy that blows his trumpet.” This we take to be 


lishman into such a towering passion by the 
piiblicatiou of an extract from Adam Smith : 
oiir motive was to assist and not to annoy 


bini. We thought the passage in question a I all that resM/rs from the puli' direct contained 


very apt illustration of his bladders and bunds 
doctrines ; but had we imagined he would 


in the letter of a meiichani*— what^ort of mer¬ 
chant we wonder—a merchant of bears or of 


have taken it so much to heart, we had seen * bladders ? — Hurkaru, Mag 19. 

. THI5 hTndU. 


Tfo. 9. 

The frivolous distinctions which the differ¬ 
ent members ot a Iliridb family^ observe 
tnward.s each other, from a spirit of persever¬ 
ing in their ancestorial absurdities and juis- 
taken ideas of decoraitt and modesty, arp not 
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only iadicallveof an unconthness of manners 
and want of enlightened piinciples, but are 
calculated to prevent the devclopement of 
their social virtues and degrade the condition 
of the fair sex. The men and women neter. 
dins together. A young husband is tba's 
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dei^ived of tlio pleasure of eating with hks 

wife,'nor can he have any conversation with 
her before her parents, brothers, sisters, 
uneles, aunts or other relations. The girls of 
'every family always reinain veiled. A father- 
in-law can never see his daughter-in law 
nxeept<nt Uie time of her marriage. An eidei 
brother is forbidden to visit or bold anj 
oonferenoe with the wife of his younger 
brother, and should he by any accident be so 
pinch In contact with her as 19 tread upon 
shadow, it would be considered an nnlioly 
affair, the expiation of which being his 
bathing with the Ganges water. A hnsband 
and a wife can exchange their vows of friend¬ 
ship and love (if theij have any) only at nights 
when they are apt to crao|^ vulgar jokes and 
■peak upon incidental subjects, never caring 
much to shew towards each other any tokens 
of good feeling or conjugal affection. When 
a young girl is at her father’s, she is always 
advised by her mother, aunts, and grandaunts, 
to conduct herself properly at her father-in- 
law’s, lest it might reflect shame or disgrace 
upon them for any instances of her immodesty, 
quarrelsomeness, obstinacy, loquacity, and 
haughtiness, which should never be allowed 
to form the component parts of a female char- 
racter; and the ins(ructions^hicli she receives 
from them chiefly consist in coveiing her 
face with along veil—in never speaking with 
her parents, brothers, and all the elderly re¬ 
lations of her husband—in never making her 
appearance before her fatherin-Iuw, uncle-in¬ 
law. and the elder brothers of her husband, in 
being submissive and obedient to her mother 
in law, and in performing kitchen services 
nnd othe* jobs of the family. The young girls 
are also taught to shun the company of their 
husbands during the day, and those that feel it 
very diflicult to adhere to this rule are often 
thought immodest and shameless, the const - 
qtienoe of wiricb is that every husband and 
wife, as long as they are not gnificiently ad¬ 
vanced in age, converse with each other in 
silence and sccrcoy. 

In regard to eating, a wife is pot to blushes, 
or becomes vexed, if the husband asks her any 
questions as to her 6 ieal. The only things 
that she can chew before him is betel and 
spices. To smack the lips or lick tho chops 
before men is considered by Hindu women 
exceedingly indecent, and derogatory from 
the virtues of a female. 

Such praclioes and notions as these are nU 
terly subversive of the growth of conviviality 
among the Hindoos, and are conducive to no 
other than but that of preventing the reflne- 
. meat of thev*' manners, the cnltivation of their 
moral and intellectual energies, and the 
amelioration of the fair sex, that seem to oc- 
onpy no part of their attention, though a bard 
^ of tbe present day exclaims in honor of them. 

* Without a sigh from partial beauty wen. 

Oh what were man a world without 1—a sen ! 

J>ee. 21, 1836. •— Englishman, 

No. 10._ 

The Hindu astrologers publish annually an 
Imanac containing a inass of mysterious cal- 
ulatioDs illustrative of the auspiuottsaess 


and iiianspioioosness of the different periodla 
of the year, as also the influence of the seven 
planets on every individual in each month. 
The bigotted natives strictly art op to the dic¬ 
tates of this almanac, and any deviations from 
them are supposed to be attended with duM- 
gerous consequences. Whenever a baboo wish¬ 
es to go to any distant place, either on a bnsi- 
ness of pilgrimage, or a visit to saheh of a high 
rank and title, accosting his haughtiness with 
tho magic olfolded hands, low salams, fawning 
gesticulations 'and contemptuous expressions of 
adulation from tbe motive of making his hoozoor, 
instrumental in tho promotion of his own 
interest, he is sure to have recourse to some 
astrological calculation or the deep thought 
vaticinations of a gipsey. ^ The Braiuins are 
said to divine into futurity, and the rules 
which they have established relative to omens 
and prognostications for the guidance of man- 
kin<l, have been followed by the Hindoos for 
a considurahle time without the least degieo 
of doubt, and are looked upon as indubitable 
truth based upon iaduelive principles. The 
rules themselves arc so very absurd and ludi- 
criis, that we think a programme of thorn is 
necessary for the information of European 
readers, and we will, tlierefore, make no apo- 
logv for parading them in their natural attire. 

We find that the movement of one of our 
eyes is sometimes more rapid than usual. 
Why such is the case, is a question wiiich is 
beyond onr comprehension to ansuer. The 
Brarains explain this visual pheenomenon by 
saying that whenever a man is to gain some¬ 
thing, his right eye dances, but if he is to 
suffer any losses, ho preceives a similar op* 
lical change in his left eye. 'fhe accidental 
fall of a drop of ink on white clothes is also a 
sine sign. The twinkling of a glow worm 
near a lamp surrounded by five or six persons, 
is a portentous circumstance ; for should this 
little glimmering insect happen to fall into the 
,fire and be burnt, some one of the group 
present during tlj^is tragical event must pay 
the debt of nature within a year. The sight 
and cooing of a dove are always un¬ 
welcome, and held in great detestation. The 
homely adage of the natives “ Tore vita tay 
ghoogoo >ehoroog" (may doves feed at your 
house) has originated from this superstitious 
notion, and is used by the Braliiiiins as a 
curse upon snch as fail to satisfy their greedi¬ 
ness or give them any cause of offence. 

When a rich Baboo prepares to go to a 
durbar, he watches with deep attention what 
passes around. The men of the Jiouse are at 
once prevented from exciting any tiltilation 
in their olfactory nerves, or repeating his 
name after ho has left the boytuchhana. The 
tickingcallof a lizard,the siglitofenipty jarsor 
holsees at llie gate, and a single sneeze from be¬ 
hind, are always considered mischievous prog¬ 
nostications at Jhis time,‘while the baboo color¬ 
ing looks aghast towards his courtiers, and 
tremblingly matters the name of a god and ef 
his spiritual tutor as he steps into his vehicle. 

The appearance of a corpse and one or two 
kolsees full of water, added to the absence of 
the foregoing omens, are certainly the most 
aaspicioQ* and exhilirating circumstances* 
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IrtlA then that the face of the haboo reddens 
with a glow of rapture. It is then that he 
Iiumbiy puts on his head the dust of a Brauiin's 
feet.. It is then thut he freely convolaes his 
holly with a fit of giggling, and appears bold 
and cheerful both in aspect and conversation. 

The hooting of owls, yells of dogs and caw* 
ing of crows arc supposed to be pregnant with 
dreadful consequences, and the moment any 
of these noises is heard, the Hindu females 
especially, apprehensive of calaiuitoas oo- 
rurronces, cry out dhoor ! dhoor*» 

The falling of a lisard on a person, from a 
high place, is rather a seiious affair. If ,the 
lizard fall on the right side of a man, it is a . 
good omen ; if otherwise, had. With regard 
to women the converse of this rule is true. 
Shaking legs constantly is productivoof great 
evil. Tamtirlane is said to have been alBicted 
with hardship and privations of poverty un¬ 
til he lost this habit. God knows what will 
hefal ms as I am constantly shaking my leys 
while writing this I ! 

Thiii.siliiy evenings arc an awful period of 
the week, and are the parent of strange and 
disRSiiuu.s accidents. Deeply convinced of 
tlii.s tiiitl), the Hindoos take every precaution 
not to place llieinseives at that time in any 
such ciicuiustaiices as might conduce to pain¬ 
ful con.sequoiiocs. Many of them also make 
no payments on that day, it being dcsiguated 
Luhihar, or the day of Luche, (goddess of 
fottune,) when money should always be 
boarded in chests to please her gracious self 
with its .jingling music, but never to be 
brought int or disturbed from the bags. Per¬ 
haps this custom is thought very judicious and 


Dhoor inuaua *' a way !" or “ avaunt.’ ’ 


salutary, and especially by those that are stiaf|[ 
and wish to evade payment of their debts. 

Ifan individual with one eye shut on be-^ 
holding only one star happen to see tlie face 
of another individual, a di-spute is sure to 
raise between them some time or other, and 
the only remedy which persons in the latter 
predica^nent have got to avoid it, is, to utter 
tlie .names of seven Bratnins, seven different 
species of dowers, and seven tanks the mo. 
mont they get themselves into this scrape. 

A Hindoo *lady would never be at ease if 
tlmsc that bow down to her take the dust off 
one of her legs, for if both legs he not touch¬ 
ed at the same time, they are liable to be swel¬ 
led to a treineudous magnitude, and be affect¬ 
ed with a disease ^llcd yode (elephantiasis.) 

A person going dn a business and meeting 
with any physical impediment such as falling 
on a chow haul or finding his chaddur obstruc¬ 
ted in some w'ay or other is instantly deterred 
from Ills puipose. He must come back, and 
sit again where he sat before, and then take 
coinage to rise and move. 

These I'aiilastical and superstitious laws 
have beenonacteil fur the welfare of the human 
species by the Bramins—that noble class of 
IJiiidoos, who pretend to be gifted with super¬ 
natural powers,—to possess stupendous learn¬ 
ing and a genius that enn wander unconfined in 
the regions of futurity, and for the glorious ex¬ 
ploits that they have atchieved in the field of 
moral and intellectual truth, they are sure to 
be taken with their heads, poolies nnd puitahs. 

O’ver the backside of the world far off. 

Into limho large and broad, and called 
The paradise of fools, lo few unknown * 

Long after, now unpeopled and untrod. 

—Englishman. 


ZEMINDA«IES IN BENGAL. 


The permanent seftlcnient of Lord Corn¬ 
wallis has been niiiversally con.sidered as 
a blessing to the country :Jfor it affords to 
the zemindar the means of improving his 
estates and his i'urtune, in as much as no in¬ 
crease of his income can entitle Government 
to dein.'nd from him n larger amount of reve¬ 
nue. Whilst this is an advantage toAbe ze¬ 
mindars under the permanent .settlement, t *iw y 
are at the same time incapacitated from de¬ 
manding any diminution of revenue in 
consequence of accidents which may dis¬ 
able them from realizing, from their es¬ 
tates, a sufficiency to pay the revenue. 
When this happens the estate is brought 
to the hammer and often sold off for a mere 
trifl*. On such occasions the Government 
often becomes the purchaser and the es¬ 
tates are transferred to it on a nominal va¬ 
luation of one rupee or some other ineoiisider- 
able sum. Thus the zemindar is deprived 
of liis po.sse8sions and bis estates come under 
what is termed the khath management. Every 
inundation, every draught, the harassing 
effects>of the resumption opefatlons, rendered 
still more annoying by the zealous activity of 
the Special Deputy Collectors, and a variety 
of other causes, contribute to transfer tbn 
estates ffom the zemindars to the Governmend 


• 

Tho.se of the Mackenzian school of internal 
policy of India, are, it i.s well known, opposed 
* > the principles of the permanent settlement 
on the ground that it has been iDjiirioiis to 
the interests of Government, by preventing it 
from levying such revenues as the improve¬ 
ment of the estates might point out ; and it is 
on this very account that the settlement of 
(he upper provinces, though frequently pro. 
mised, has not been concluded even to this 
day. The question is precisely between kha»h 
and zemindary management. We are of course 
ffn* the latter, not only because we disap. 
prove of the sovereign assuming the oha. 
racter of the subject in becoming a land¬ 
holder on zemindary tenure, but also be. 
cause we ace convinced that the manage- 
meat of the details, of an estate, on which 
the improvement of the country in general 
depends, ia always^ better ooiiducted and at* 
tended to by individuals interested' in the 
work, than^by the Officers of Governmeot who 
have n«)thing to risk in the concern. 

We have not time at present to enter into a 
comparative view of these two opposite sys- 
terns of management: but whatever might be 
the advantage of the one, or the disadvan. 
tages of the other, it is clear from the facta 
before us,?that in coarse of time the whole of 
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ZEMINDARIES IN l^ENGAI. 


Bengal will oome.under Mash managcfuen^t, 
b'y tranffers on every occasion of such natural 
ottlatnity as may disable the zemindar from 
nteeiing ilie demand of the Collector. These 
transfeiH are taking place every year, which 
sulSciently indicates the end to which matters 


will ab last be brought. To appeal to facts w« 
need notgobeyondthe^l-Purgunnahsby which 
we are immediately suriounded. The following 
is a statement of the zemindaries that have 
been sold in this district during the last year, 
and purchased on account of the Government. 


StatemenTof tlm Purgiimihs, Sold by the Collector of the 24 Purgunahs during the year 1836, and purchased 

Dll account of Government. 


Itegittered 

Number. 


No. 411.. 
No. 333.. 
No. 312,. 
|No. 352,. 
No. 278.. 
No. 151.. 
6 .. 
63,. 
412.. 


No. 

No, 

No. 


No. 1060.. 
INo. 435.. 
No. 310.. 
No. 42.- 
No. 44., 
No. 113.. 
No. 111.. 

No. 412.. 

I No. 1061.. 
No. 1062.. 


I Nos. 19.. 


I- 

By this statement it will be seen that zemin- 
darics paying revenue to the extent of 82,572- 
J-3i rupees have been transferred to Govern¬ 
ment for only rupees 40,8:1(1 0 0. The proper 
average value nf zemindaries is ten times the 
amount of the revenue, according to which 
ruto the real value of the above zemindaries 


Names of Pu'gunahs and 
Villiiges. 

c 

Lite Proprietor’s 
' N nine. 

Sudder Jamma 

O 

Tbc date of Public 
Sale. 

The amount 
for which tliey 
are sold. 

f Mangoorali and DlmaQ 
t Khola^ &(• .- 


Rs. 

As. 

|(J. 



Rs, 

An. 

IG. 

Hurrepra«aud Bnn- 3 

■lopady.. 

Dnniiia jliiai Vliut- i 
laebarjie.5 

«,285 

11 

3 

3d July 

1834, 

1 

0 

» 

t Mouialig leliii anil U.im- 
r ^ cliundeipure, .. . 

4,229 

7 

r 

3 

3d Dec. 

1835, 

201 

1 

c 

0 

S Llitto. See. Kimiiui Uun- 
t MQt'a, &c. 

j Rajcliunder Roy, 
Eiienr-liundiT Clint > 

11.316 

4 

6 

:i0th Jan. 

1836. 

8,200 

0 

c 

4 Haulejlt and Na\iili,igu- 
1 lah, Ac. 

5,459 

0 

5 

„ Ditto 

Pf 

4,700 

0 

0 

S Medtiii Aluilti, 6tc. Kis- 
C mui Georduliu, .. 

^Sudilanundo Roy, 

107 

4 

II 

., Ditto 

J* 

1 

0 

0 

S Buiidliautty-Cliuik U.iu 
? timre.ilj, &u.. 

^ Nilcomul Sircar,,. 

30,150 

2 

2 

4tli Feb. 

ff 

15,100 

0 

0 

( MiAtigoonal^ anti Kismut 
1 Uamna^Gri ik,c. 

^ Ramkaunt Dutto, 

iO 

•u 

so 

2 

9 

„ Ditto 

f» 

3,000 

0 

0 

t Diito, anil Banaduirce 
f ley, (in;. 

Diiorgaprasaud } 

3,6li2 

7 

2 

6tb Feb. 


100 

0 

1 

0 

( Diito, and ^iaulpuoke- 
l rcali, &c. 

Aluddunmobun 2 

610 

0 

6 

•Hst March 

If 

370 


0 

t AlyliauUy and AUum-' 
1 poure, ficc. 

^ Ramcuinar Roy,,.. 

2,723 

0 

7 

22d .Inly 

It 

1 

0 

0 

( Ilautealpour and Aiibiid- 
( gobindpiiiire. 

Sauin Sootiilcr f 

175 

13 

10 

4tli Feb. 

11 

100 

0 

0 

( Mooras'.u-liA aud Dabee- 
< pouie, 

j i\duokcliund«i'Uov 

1.116 

8 


22d August 

11 

2,600 

0 

0 

( llantcalipnor and Baa-- 

5 Suddanurido Roy,.. 

201 

0 


6t.h October 

II 

50 

0 

0 

( Mooiagachdamlda.leah, 

» . 

(Joes Mahnmnd ) 

76.5 

10 

8 

Sill Doc. 

11 

110 

0 

0 

Auzeemnbad & -Vulucponr, 

( Snndioiiciiunder ) 
i Kacliuildrv,. S 

5.5.JI 

6 

o 

9iii Apiil 

>• 

1,100 

0 

0 

C Mooragaclia and K.imar- 









1 

■ - fi. rt 

{ Ditto Dido,. 

9,779 

*2 

3.’ 



3,500 

0 

0 

C Haulealipoor an-l Auliid 

f 

^ Goureykinker fiose, 
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? Noyaaaley Sibpore, 
f kr . 

1,309 

11 

10 

2pth August 

II 

1,700 

0 

0 

t Baboopuor and Ki‘»mui'Hiirri‘%cliu(!er Pod-) 
i Bnhonnoor. .. . dap.( 

316 

5 

0 

2ii July 

1823, 

1 

0 

0 

C Ditto anti Bmirclialuiui'r 
) &c. - ... 

j Ilaiuruttun Hoy,.. 

476 

_ 4 

13 

0 

„ Ditto 

II 

1 

0 

0 

i 1 

82.57^ 

1 

31 


40,8361 

Oi 

0 


having any interest in the soil. Some linio 
ago we pointed out the evils of ruytwary ma¬ 
nagement, as it prevails in the Madras territo- 
,iies ; we hope sueh evils are not to be our lot. 

A far better course for (be Government 
would be to deviate iu particular cases from 

__ _ the strict letter of the settlement, and when it 

ought to have bcen(82.574-l-3ixl0=)8,25,720 .'tinds that, nnforeseen natural calamity has 
18-11 rupees; but instead of this sum, the been the cause of failure on the part of the 
Goveriiment has been enabled to get these Zemindar in paying his revenue, to remit 
Ikentindaries for only 40,836 rupees, which is: such portion of it as may enable him to reco- 
Jess than one-twentieth of their real value. | ver from the shock, and resume his labors with 
lUtliis manner the zemindaries ofthaperma- renovated vigouv and confidence in the pater- 

'nal feelings displayed by Government to¬ 
wards him. Were the Government to shew 
such indulgences odcasionaliy, tbe first good 
efieot of it would be improvement in agricul¬ 
ture on which the commerce of India, at 
praient, more than ever, depends ; and 2ndly, 


nMtly settled provinces are, one afteraino- 

f ar, falling in the hands of Government, aud, 
e verily believe, that in course of time, 
overnment will become a ‘great zemindar, 
fUd act in the capacity of both subject and 
sovereign, to the exclusion of all others from 
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SOME REMARKS ON THE PRINCIPALITY OF SIRDHANAII. 101* 

t 

itw’DQld prodace in tlie people a feerint; ^ 8 ITlf 

of fi^ratitude and aiTection towards Govern- _ _ *L._^ * " . 

meDt than which nothing appears to ns more 9^18 
necessary for the stability of the British r-^ 

Empire in India. Bat instead of adopting ' 0 | 4 <tjl'o 8 
tttcasurcs calculated to conciliate the feelings 

of the people, every thing is done to irritate “ My father is become avarioions fof mony, 
them. The people appear to have no one to the King himseif holds the axe in his hands* 
proicot them for all appear to bo interested in and God is desirous of receiving the sacrifice t 
the resumption of their lands. The situation who Vill now have mercy on me ? 
of the poor Lakhirajdars, as was remarked to . 

us the other day by one of theirefass, has been When such are the illnstrations by which the 
compared to that of a lad who, at the period situation of our Lakhirajdars is described the 
when human sacrifices used to be offered up, is feelings of the people must surely be harrow- 
represented in the shasters, as having beensold edupto the last degree. The circumstance 
by his own father to a King for the purpose therefore requires the serious consideration 
of being immolated on the alter. When about of Government, id^ich we trust will be given 
to be sacrificed he repeated the following verso.; to this important question,—JJ^ormcr June II. 


SOME REMARKS ON THE PRINCIPALITY OF SIRDHANAH. 

The Jagheer of Sirdhanah lapsed suddenly about. Latterly tho ziimeendars were actually 
In the demise of the Begum Sombre, but i< forced to plough, aud the Begum’s soldiers 
was ripe for the change. For the last three or were employed in following the kisans in 
four years a system of oppression was esta- the fields to insist on their cultivating. It 
biished which had nearly ruined the country, appears that no less than 18,848 acres of cal- 
and another year would have read to the ina- tivation of the Sirdhanah Principality, under 
nagers of the concern the moral of the fable of the eye of the proprietors, had been lately 
the goose which laid the golden eg^s. To abandoned and the possessors driven out, as 
such a wretched state was the counfiy re- they state, by the most oppressive means, 
dneed that it is supposed the revenue would Immediately on the Government resuming the 
not have been sufficient to have paid the Be- Jagheer they returned, and at this present 
gum’s expericc.s. It is but justice to her time probably not a fourth part of this land 
nieniory to state, that the people seem per- remains unploughed, and fully cropped, to- 
fcctly aware, that fur some years past she was gather w’ith considerable portions of jhe Jan- 
kept in ignorance of what was going on, and gle. Great tracts of lands hadalsobeenpar- 
thc w'hulc blame of the oppression of which posely thrown out of oultivation, the cultiva- 
tbey complain so loudly is laid upon her prin- tors dispossessed without mercy, and the lands 
eipai managers. allowed to lie fallow fortliepurposeofpro- 

Tlie purgnnnahs reported upon from tfie Prin- ducing grass for the cavalry; after a year or 
cipality of Sirdhanah, have always been two, when these tracts produced too coarse a 
under the immediate management of the Be- g>'®ss» B*®yw®r*^ffi]f*oup,andfreshtract 8 re- 
gum and her Com t, and till lately were flourish^, under similar circumstances of rain 

iiigand pioductivo, heingwiostly inhabited by fp ihe unhappy possessors. Acts of tyranny of 
Jats well known to be tlie best cultivators and nature took place close to Sirdhanali, and 
payers of revenue in India; their industry ui u. greater distance a vast extent of land was 
and superior husbandry enabling them to appropriated as the Begum s roond or pro- 
inake a (ar more rc.spectablr appearance than ’*®rve lor chuppur grass and firewood, 
any other class, although it must bo regretted The Maafee land was all resumed some years 
that they form under every government, a ago ; but it created no general bad feeling 
mark for a high assessment, which will be against the Begum, and the circumstance at 
found to attend them in all situations, whe- this day is seldom alluded to : but it was ma- 
ther as regards markets, soil,or means of irri- naged with tact, and none were dispossessed 
gatton. The District may be considered the altlioagh called upon to pay revenue. The 
most valuable in the Dodb, possessing as it smaller maafeedars derive but little profit 
does the advantages of the Canal, the Jumna,'from their land, nnless they happen to poss- 
and Hindoun rivers, the Krishna and Kalee less ^tower to support their claims. The great 
niiddees, together with smaller streams which hue and cry lately about Maafee in the Corn- 
might be turned to tnueh better account for pany’s possessions, lias been raised principally 
the purposes of irrigation. by the Amla, who are general proprietors, and 

It was at first a matter of surprise to find so have been great purchasers of this property- 
much abandoned cnjtivations in the Purgno- owing to their connection with the Coarts. The 
nifh'of Sirdhanah ii^the immediate vicinity of Governinoht have here before them a highly 
the Palaoe and Court of the Begum, hut the' populated country with not a beegba of Maa- 
same story of oppression under its very walis, foe in it as an example to go upon. It Is 
repeated from village to village ^throughout hoped the luhrof, as they are called, will be 
the whole district, soon rendered one familiar driven from tbetr/azy all over the coon- 
with the means by which it had been brou ght [ t r y ; it will be much better for them in the end, 
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for it is distressiog; to see three or four *trnp' 
ping young gentlemen orAr^, in long fine 
niuslin ^sleeves, dividing a lew maunds of 

f rairi the produce of their kct, which by and 
y, as the generation of descendants in> 
orcases, will not give a handful to each sharer. 
• 

' It should be recorded that the rjutsoflhe 
principality of Siidhanah received the Brilish 
Oorernnient willi acclamations of joy. Sur- 
roniided on all sides by a country wbicli has 
been under our rule for the last'lhirty years, 
they roust know the working of the system 
and be able to appreciate the value of the 
two Governments. To account for a diiTerent 
feeling in our provinces which occasionally 
finds expression out of the jmmediate viciiiit) 
of our jDonrts, it can only hd’ put lo the score, 
lhat people do not know wlion they are well 
off, and experience bought by stifToring is 
instruotioD. Our own subjects have forgotten 
the forays of the Muhraltas, Sikhs, and Ban- 
diti under every leader (bat could inise a 
boide, under which their progenitors sufi'ered ; 
at the same time it is to be hoped that the 
ssumeeadars of Sirdhanah have not over-rated 
the advantages of the change of Masters ; 
th6y are not yet head and ears in debt, their 
property is entire and has Mot been alienated 
by Regulation, and their lands are not yet 
irredeemably mortgaged lo bunneas and 
soacars. How long they may remain an ex¬ 
ception to the rest of our territories is to be 
seen. 

A very bad practice attending the Biilish 
Government has already been introduced into 
the District, and which cannot he too much 
reprobated, that of sending out tlie public 
cattle for charra. The siirwans and muhnnts 
under protection of sepahee gu.irds, commit 
the greatest devastation on the finest troct,, 
and often realize money in cutting or protect¬ 
ing, at their pleasure, trees held in veneration 
by the Natives or useful as shade in the hot 
weather. It is strange that an enlightened 
Government should have recourse to such an 
objectionable method of providing for their 
cattle, and which in the end must be more 
ruinous than profitable, as appears from the 
miserable condition of the cattle in general, 
although so much wanton destruction is per¬ 
petrated for their subsistence. It is a plunder 
too of the worst description, leaving an eye¬ 
sore that will remain for years in every corner; 
besides, complaint is made oC the young cot¬ 
ton having been injured by the camels. 
What a lesson is read in the strict preserve of 
trees andi pasture on the hanks of the canal, 
pabtic’property, where, if a kisan’s bullock 
unfortunately strays, fines and damages are 
immediately imposed, while the Honorable 
Cofirpiiny’s cattle range at liberty, and destroy 
at ifbiisare the property of the people under 
of ref alar troops of the line I * 


)fCrJl4LlTY OF SIRDHANAH. 

With the exception of the road from Mee¬ 
rut to Sirdhanah there is no other that can he 
properly called a road in the District. The 
trade tlirnugh it was completely stopped by 
the unlimited exactions of tlie Begum’s myr¬ 
midons ; so far did they carry their extor¬ 
tions, that a cart load of old building materi¬ 
als has been known lo be stopped for duty. 
Petty impositions at village markets and fairs, 
and also fees from pilgrims to shrines have 
also been put an end to, and a poor man can 
now purchase a blanket or a pair of shoes 
without having to pay a few pice to the sii- 
car for which he received a large seal on a 
dirty bit of paper. 

The soil of Sirdhanah and Bourhanah is in 
general light aud sandy ofl'eiing difficulties in 
well irrigation, while that in Burnawah, 
Rurunth, and Kotaiia is excellently adapted 
for it, and some of the kuiclia wells last up¬ 
wards of twenty years, although tliey may he 
ol) feet deep, without any koteo buyoud that of 
twisted Suualoo bashes. 

Since the demise of the Begiun the Reve¬ 
nue has been revised, excepting in certain 
estates, and great relief has been aflorded in 
cases which required it. Tlie whole will be 
again revised on the completion of the survey, 
and the sooner it is fiiiallj adjusted and the 
people,!et alone the belter; any delay fur the 
purpose of screwing up the Revenue on im¬ 
provements in irrigation atnl products, oi in¬ 
crease of tillage, must be deprecated, as it will 
lead to a want of confidence. The average 
revenue of these Putgunnahs per acre of rul- 
tivalion is 2rs.'9as. 3pic; while that of the four 
districts formerly reported upon is only 1 is. 
7as. 2 pic ; which shews that they cannot he 
underassessed. In many cases, however, the 
distrihqtion of the revenue appears most un¬ 
equal,'for which there can he no good reason. 
This will no doubt be rectified in due time. 
The zumeendars seem perfectly aware of the 
Advantages of obtaining a final settlement 
previous to their 6.itering into any extensive 
improvements, and no money will be laid out 
in cuts from the canal for the purposes of 
irrigation till they see their way clearly, as the 
canal offiqiBrs experienced in the neighbouring 
purgunnahs of Baghpnt and_ Lonce. The 
cultivation of spgar cane will in like manner 
he kept back as it is at present, and every 
means will be taken to defeat the expectations 
of the revenue ofiicers. 

The average revenue per acre of oullivation 
in each purgunnah, sufficiently points out a 
fairer equalization of the assessment to be im¬ 
mediately required, and the following state, 
ment of the cultivation of three different mou- 
zas will shew thateven greater inequality exists 
than the table exhibits, for which notbior 
between heaven and earth can possibly acoonnt 
on equitable grtjuads.— Univernl Ma¬ 
gazine, 
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THE BnHSIF.SE«BEVOLnT:rON. 


Wo promised our readers an abstract of the 
events wtiicli fed to, and Hcnutiiplislied, tlio 
late Burmese revolution, and wc proceed to 
redeem our pledge l*j luj ing before them, a 
narrative of the extraordinary occurrenees 
wliich we find detailed in tlie accounts we 
have received from vaiious sources of intclli- i 
genre from that quarter; and altliough ru-1 
niuur vvitii its thousand tongues, was never 
more busily at work than during the progress 
of this revolution, in projiagating falselmod of 
the must exaggerated ch:iracfers, wc believe 
that our account may be geneially relied on, 
in matters of importance, and that the facts 
mentioned in the following details arc iiia- 
teiially correct. 

Tn order to clearly understand the narra¬ 
tive of this reioliition, it will he iiecossary to 
inform our leaders of tlie relative posili<»ii, in 
which tlie several actors in this drama stood 
towards each other previously to the iniiii- 
incneeiucnt of any hostile aliomps on the puil 
of the present ruler, and wIdmi not even an 
intention was enteilaiiiod by him, oi siippluiit- 
iiig liis brother on the 'L'hroiic. In thojjegiu- 
iiing of the piesent year, the Thioiie of Ava 
was lillcd by tlieiiowex-Kiiigofwlio.se family 
we sliall Grsl of all enumerate tho.se memhcis, 
who toriii the piiueipal pnsoiict in tlie. revolu¬ 
tionary drama. Of these the mo.st important 
arc Ins lavoiile Queen, a woman of low origin, 
the daughter of Itiu (jovcinorof a jail, and her 
brotlier, who eiijojed the title of Meiithaghie, 
or Great I’rince, and who as such posse.scd 
gieat powei and iniluencc. The Kiii^ bad a 
son by aiiotbcr wife, who being of age, was 
entitled to the rank of Ain-y-ineiig, or Crown 
Prince, or heir to the Throne ; In which how¬ 
ever, he had not been admitted. The King had* 
seveial brotlicis and sistcr.s^bnt it will at pre¬ 
sent he only neces.sary to niention one, the 
Prince Tharawaddie, who from his wealth and 
po.ssc.ssions, and supposed amiable cliaiae.tcr, 
was innch beloved by the people. The Prin¬ 
cess of Pagan, bis sister, is another pfouiiricnt 
character in the following narrative ; and Nga- 
Ycli, an alleged agent or minister of the 
Ptince of Tharawaddie, altliougli he does not 
appear in the story, will be found to be in no 
slight degree connected with its dcvelope- 
uicnt. In the year 1831 the King of Ava w’a.s 
afleeted by a disorder, which oocasioned a 
derangement nf mind; sometimes exhibiting 
itself in gloomy abstraction, at others in me., 
latickoly dejection, and which wlinlly incapa¬ 
citated him for business. This afl'ection may 
very probably have been in part occasioned 
by the loss of Arracan^aud the other territories 
of which he was dispossessed in conseqitenoc 
of the late war with tlie EngiUhy and a sense 
of humiliation at having been the cause of this 
degradation of the sceptre bf his grdat ances¬ 
tor Allompra. Another cause is said to have 
cnntr-ibuled greatly to this mcinnclioly state of 
bis mind. The Queen, it was alleged, under 


prolcttcc of .securing bis love, caused to be 
ailininistered to liiiu a philter, or drug, which 
working upon his nerves and brain, reduced 
him to a state of mental debility, that render* 
cd l^im a mere instrument in iter bands, add 
consequently left her free to wrork out 
her sehcuic.* in conjunction with her bro* 
tlior—the Menthaghic. However this may be. 
it is certain that from the period of the King’s 
■ lliies.s ill 1831, Menthaghie has been, of course, 
with the knowledge and support of the Queen, 
augmenting his power, encrcasing his influ* 
cnee, and rcmouhig the old oRieers in every 
ilepartment, and replacing them with crea* 
tores of bis own. Iii order to promote the 
.schemes of the Queen and Menthaghic, it 
was neeo.ssary not only that the king should 
be a mere tool in their hands, but that liia 
bi others and son, the heir apparent, should 
be exeiuiled from visiting or communicating 
with the king; and from all interference in 
tlie iriaiiagomeiit of State allairs. The Princes 
were necessarily very umeii di.ssntisGcd with 
this .st.ite of things, but were afraid to mani¬ 
fest tlieir displeausure operfly ; and the Queen 
land Menthaghie continued to onerease their 
! power, and to amass treasure, and to govern 
I'the whole empire entirely according to their 
Inwii will auif pleasure. Up to the conitnciice- 
inent of the present year, although many in* 
Idigiiities had been ulfered to the Prinoe Tha¬ 
rawaddie and his sister, the Prinee« Pagan, 

,no acts of direct violence or forcible aggres¬ 
sion M'cre perpetrated towards tln-in. On tlio 
night however, of the 21st of April Iasi, a body 
I of lUU armed men surrounded the bouse of the 
I Pj-incG.s.s, demanding, under the authority of 
[an order issued in the King’s name, the per¬ 
son of the ahovcmonlioned Nga-Yeh, who it 
was alleged was concealed in her bouse, and 
was asserted to be a most dangerous character 
and to have been guilty of treasonable and 
jollier nialpractices. The Princess fled to hoc 
brniher tlie Piincc Tharawaddie, but it would 
appear, soon after returned to her own liouse, 
and Menlliagbic, under a perteiiee, that tho 
Princess had declared that Nga-Yeh was con¬ 
cealed in the house of Piiueo Tharawaddie, 
caused the houscliold of the Prince to be fet¬ 
tered and imprisoned, till Nga-Ye!i was deli- 
jered up. The Prince Tharawaddie most 
solemnly and earnestly denied all knowledge 
of Nga-Y’'ch's place of conoealment, notwith¬ 
standing which, however, Menthaghie on the 
24th February, sent an armed fovee to Prince 
Tharawaddie’s house in the King's name, to 
demand tliat Nga-Yeh, should be given op. 
Those troops on arriving at the Prince’s resi¬ 
dence, found the gates Vhut, which they fhrea- 
dened to break open, if immediate admitt^co 
were wot given, in order that they might 
search for Nga-Yeh. To this requi.sition the 
fuilowers of the Prince made no other reply, 
than by a disohargo of half a dozen muskets, 
which killed one or two of the King s men .or 
rather thfj troops of the Queen and Menthaghie. 
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It would seem tLat the notion of lesistnnce oi^ 
the part of Frince Tliarawaddie, was never so 
nmch as dreamed of, by either MenUifl(;liie or 
Ills troops ; the latter headed by their Cum< 
maiider instantly tied, and rushing to the 
Falaoe, spread consternation and dismay 
among fne Queen’s party, who expected that 
the Prince would make his instant appearance 
among them, demanding vengeance for liis 
wrongs. Tharawaddie, however, it seems, \vas 
not prepared for such a measure; be took boat 
with his family and followers, and proceeded 
to Tsagain, a town on the oppsite side of the 
Irrawadi. In the mean time the city of Ava, 
was a scene of the utmost confosion and alarm. 
Mentfaaghie and his party were in a panic, 
lest the Prince should fall, upon them, and 
every preparation was made for defence, al 
though Menthaghie had between four and live 
thousand well armed troops at command and 
the Prince bad scarcely so many bundled. 
Had the former, instead of yielding to panic, 
and suflering Pi ince Tharawaddie to nro.s.s the 
river, sent a strong force with a resolute com* 
niander at their head, the rc.sistance of the 
Prince Tharawaddie could not have long been 
effbctnal; instead of this, however, the moment 
that resistance was otfered, both Moiilhaghic, 
and his troops were ready to cry saufie qui peut. 
The instant, however, that they heard that the 
Prince hud retreated across the river, their 
courage revived, and they proceeded to con¬ 
duct theuiseives, with the .same'recklc.<is and 
improvident audacity and arrogance ns before. 
They sent a party lirstof all to plunder Pi ince 
Tbarawaddie's house : a few days after they 
cansed his sister the Princess of Pagan to be 
seized and loaded with irons; and in justlication 
of their proceedings they alleged that Thara- 
waddie’s intentions had long been known to 
them, and that his design had been, to seize the 
Prince himself,and set aside both the then Kibg 
and his son, the heir apparent. Now, if this 
were true, it is impossible to justify the pusil* 
lanimily and want of foresight which, the 
moment that Tliarawaddie’s party made the 
slightest resi.Hlaiice, occasioned the wiioio par¬ 
ty of the Queen and Menthaghie to be thrown 
into a state ol panic, that rendered them utter¬ 
ly powerless. In the mean time Prince Tha¬ 
rawaddie retired in groat order to Montshobo, 
a town about 50 miles north of Avn. This 
Town is the birth place of Allompra, the cele¬ 
brated ancestor of the present reigning family, 
and the founder of the dynasty. This step 
was in accordance with the general policy 
of Tharawaddie, who profess to make Ailom- 
pra’s Government, the model by which he 
would ibavejthellurincse Empire ruled at the 
pitcaeat day : and this policy has all along 

E roved Mtreniely advantageous to his cause. 

luring these proceedings, the town of Ava 
wiUt in the greatest state of alarm, the inhabi¬ 
tants expecting that it would be s^t on fire, 
and boral to the ground. The situation ofthe 
foreign merchants, was extremely anxious,and 
even the British Residency, where the greater 
part of them had sought ’‘efuge, ws by no 
means safe, r as, ifthe town had been set op 
fire, U woulddiaye been next to impossible 


to prevent the flames frmn destroying the 
Residency, together with the town. The Prince 
Tharawaddie, having cstaMished himself at 
Munlshobo, continued daily to gain aecessiona 
to his forces, from all quarters,—and the con¬ 
duct of Menthaghie and his ministry, appears 
lo have been ol' the nrust cowardly and con¬ 
temptible, as well as foolish character. They 
despatched the Ken-woon, an old general, of 
no manner of skill or experience in military 
matters, after the Prince, and all he seems to 
have attempted, was to frighten Tharawaddie 
and liis army, and induce them all to run away 
as fast as possible. It would seem that this plan 
at first succeeded, and that Tharawaddie re¬ 
tired befoie his pursuers, the latter taking up 
at night the gioiind which he occupied in the 
inoining ; but after the Pi ince had been some 
little lime at Montshobo, his forces were so 
much encrcased that he detei mined to make 
a stand, and acton the oiTensive. It must be 
confessed, that the eoiiragc of either party 
consisted chiefly in the fears of his antagonist; 
when one makes a stand, tlie other instantly 
retreats; although thedastardilypanic, which 
paralized the energies ol Menthaghie and his 
troops, upon the occasion of every reverse, 
was not by any means so conspicuous among 
tlie troops of Tharawaddie, who, in his own 
person, seems to liavc exliibited any thing 
ralhei’ llian want of courago. However, look¬ 
ing at the manner in which each party acted 
under any emergency, if we regard the con¬ 
duct ol one party alternately, our astonish¬ 
ment that one should succeed, couM only bo 
surpassed by that which wc should feel, if 
the other did not fail. But the Prince now 
began operations on the ofl'ensive, and des¬ 
patched a body oldOU, wiio attacked and took 
possession of sevcial iaige and well garrison¬ 
ed to^iis, among the rest of Hihaycn, the 
Governor of which was a relation of the 
Queen, and whom they made prisoner. 

A singular oev^nrrenre now took place, 
which tends in no shall degree to illusliate 
the policy of Bounaparte’s lying bulletins, and 
lo prove the truth of Jonathan Wylde's 
maxim, that a lie is too valtmhie a thing to be 
thrown 'away. A rumour was very widely 
spiead, niiitontionally we believe, on the part 
of Tharawaddie, that at Dibayen he had got 
posseiision of immense treasure belonging to 
the Queen and Menthaghie, and that this 
treasure he was very liberally dividing among 
his adherents. This was altogether untrue, but 
it served the cause of Tharawaddie as efiectn- 
ally for a time, as if it bad been a bulletin ; 
and numbers flocked to bis standard from all 
quarters. 

Menthaghie, mean while, and his ministers, 
exerted themselves to the utmost in the levy 
of troops and at length despatebod about 
20,000 ofthe “ King’s*forces,” as of coursa 
they were sent in the King’s name, against 
Tharawaddie. Many of these deserted ta 
their homes; many there to Tharawaddie, and 
in various ways this formidable foree was 
reduced to one half its number. Tbe publio 
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feeiinif at Ava, and iiiilocd every whore else, t^c consideration for tho services of many of 
now hea;an to manifest itself very stron$;lv in his most efficionl followers ; whilst in the' 
favor of PrincoTliarawnddio; and the British other hand, the rain and misery that would 
Resident at this time, as was generally heliev- ensue from the destruction of Ava, and the 
ed, made various eirorls to open the eyes of removal of the capital to Montsholio, would 
Meothaghie and his ministers, to the fatal raise Therrawnddie’s enemies that would most 
oourse they were pursuing, and to persuade probably pot an end to his reign, whether in 
them to endeavour by negociation to conclude favor of bis son, or the son of the deposed 
hy an nmicahle arrangement, a quarrel that Kinjj, we will not'..ere stay to enquire, 
threatended, if not speedily so terminateil, 

the most fatal oonscquonccs to the existing Tharrawaddie demanded that the Queen 
Government. * should be removed from all interooiirse with 

the King, her husband ; that Menibaghie and 
To these retnonstranees Mcnthnghie and twelve of the ministers, and chief military olli- 
his ministers remained deaf; they probably eers of the Government, should delive,r them, 
apprehended that if the king, whoso slate of selves up iiilotlie hands of his son Thailten-hyo 
mind appears not to liave been so bad as had who commanded ft Tsagain. At this crisis, 
been represented, hccarno acquainted with the tlieso unfortunate men are represented to have 
real position of nlTuirs, he would inslantly cxiliibitcd the greatest attachment to the 
eomniand Iheir heads to ho struck off, one in order to save Ava from destrun- 

and all. In short the ministers of the Q.recti tion, and to preserve liis Majesty from insult 
and Menibaghie, exhibited as much weak- »nd perhaps death, they declared their wit¬ 
ness, tiniiditv, and hesitation, in the hour of lingness to surrender themselves to the son of 
danger, as they had arrogance in the time of Tharawaildie as he required. Accordingly 
fancied secaritv and power; and the result on the 7lh of April, these unhappy men pre- 
was, that the Biiiish Resident was obliged pared for their departure from the Palace, 
to endeavour to seourc IbeUesidoiie.v, by such At tho request of the Resident, ho wasallowod 
means as he found availahl-, and proceeded I'y Prince Thait-ten-hve to accompany them 
to erect a stockade around it. The Men to the hanks of the Irrawaddi, which he did 
thaghie and his ministers continued i^i the under an cseott fnrni.slicd by the Prince. The 
s,imc oKslinate disposition (ill the Prince had thirleeti prisoners wetethou ordered to depart, 
placed himself in such a position that the next ami the melancholy procession passed throngli 
step, was to overwhelm them. At this crisis, Ihc streets, which were crowed by the popii- 
aceording to our informatiuti. King, Queen lace, who regarded the fallen miriLsters with 
Meuthagliic ami the whole of the ministers— compassion and respect. These unhappy men 
for in Uicir despair they had at the last moment "ere all on foot, and were he^ed by 
informed the King of his peril and their own, Prince Meng-Myat-Bo, who conducted him- 
applied to the Biiiisli Resident, to do that, '‘•If "••h great lirmness and intrepidity, 
which he had so earnestly rccoinmcmicd he- As for Monihaghic, he appeared to he iit- 
fore, and implored him !<• intermediate, but I'^'ly overwhelmed by his reverse of for- 
it was too late: Tlimawaddie's power was tune, which seemed to have deprived him of 
now too gient, and although the Resident did fuculiics. When they icuched the pro- 
proeced to Ins camp at verv considerable •'>encc of lliu Prince, he rcoeived lliciii oourte- 
persoii.'il risk, the whole coiniiiv being cover- ^'"-sly, hut no sooner li.id the Company’s Uesi- 
ed with hamliiti, and had atMniiilicncc of him, •*<•• lakeii leave, then he ordered Meiithaghio 
in which it is stated tliai tin* Resident engag- to he heavily iroiietl, and all tho rest of the 
ed him solemnly to )>ninnse, not to pnt to '’late prlsoiicis, to be put in coniincment. 
death a single soul, if the King, Menthaghic 

and his idheiants, wnul<l lav down their arms; On the Sili of April, a deputation of Mo- 
yet would he listen to no proposals orae.eoni- huinmctlaii merchants who liad been sent to 
modation. IIo now felt himself too strong, Tliaraw.nidic by the King, to cIToet a niedi- 
and probably now began to entertain thoughts alion in favor of tho lives of the ministeis, 
of pn.s.sessiug himself of the throne, wliioli in returned to Ava and reported Hint the Prince 
our opinion, were not originally entertained h.ad repeated and eunlirniedtlic pledge he had 
by him. He now also declared liLs intention nyidc to tho Company’s Resident, to spare 
to give up the city of Ava to his troops to their lives on condition of snrrendcr. 
plunder,and according to the best information 

that we can procure, but for the remonstrances OntheOth of April Tliaiawaddie arrived 
of our Resident he would'have put (his threat at Tsagain, and immediately ordered the 
into execution. Indeed we are inclined to whole of the late ministers to be ironed, and 
f*‘at although at the in.stance of our senlta the common gaol. In the me.'inwhile, 
Kesident, he refrained from abandoning this Thait-ten-gyit, was sent across the Irawaddi 
capital of the Empire to the pilage of his with a force of between 2,000 and 3,000 nien, 
^«o|w, the moment pf the departure of (he and took ppssbssionof the palace, fie caused 
nesident will bo the signal for tho plunder of the Queen and her daughter to be carried to a 

“'^st distant quarter of the town ; all the King’s old 
r If ® V*® assassination oT Tliarra- household and demoestic sevorants to be r*- 
waridie himself. In fuet be is in a dilemma ; moyed, and followers of his own to be sub* 
'we snonld not bo surprised if the plunder of stiliited in the palace ; he placed several 
Ava were part of astipulaUen on his past,'as olUer mc^nbers of the late Government in 
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prison, somo in irons nnd liispatolied partiop 
to take possession of tlicir propeiity and es¬ 
tates. He then eansed the wife anddauirfiters 
of-Mentka^liie to be seized, and it is said pul 
to the most cruel tortures, in order to compel 
them to discover, where the treasures of the 
late miKislcr were eonecated. ft is asserted, 
that this was done to the wives and families 
of many of the most opulent of thelateministry 
and that they themselves were subjected to 
torture, for the purpose of ex|;ractini; the 
same information and confession of political 
importance. 

At this juncture the Company’s Resident 
crossed the Irawaddic and had an interview 
with Tharawaddic at that l^i ince’s own desire. 
It is stated tliattlio Resident at this intcivicw 
remonstrated against the severeand cruel treat¬ 
ment that the late Ministry hail been subject¬ 
ed to, rontrary to (he Prince’s repeated pro¬ 
mise. However, Tharawaddic, began now both 
to entertain icss respect for his promises, and 
to regard ibc advice and remonstrances of the 
Company’s Resident with less attention. In¬ 
toxicated with success, surrounded by bat¬ 
terers continually pouring into his cars the 
most exaggerated praises of hiuisclf, and no¬ 
tions of the cxtei^ of his power and gieal- 
ncss, ho seems very soon to have changed his 
opinion ns to the obligation of pledges and 
promises, upon a monarch of unlimited autlio- 
rily. He doubtlessly began now to consider 
the presence of the Resident, as the preceding 
Government had considered it, an irksome 
and disagreeable control, of wliicli ho would 
willingly bo rid; and like Lous Philippe, or 
any other siipcrseder of a former dynasty, 
he rapidly fcli into the adoptions of the veiy 
same errors and vices of Government, tliiit 
led to thedownfal of the old, and the eleva¬ 
tion of the new dynasty. ' 

AUhongh Ttiarawarddic had thus set asidci 
his brother’s power, ami allliougli lie called 
himself king, and would not be addie.sscd by 
any oilier title, yet ho did not assume his 
brother’s title. From some cause or motive; 
which is not altogether understood, he nut 
only'dccliiicd the monarchical title of the Ava i 
dynasty, but he formed a determination to re ; 
move the capital from Ava to Moiitslioho, a j 
town 20 miles from the river, and very little ^ 
adapted for a capital. It is true that the re -1 
treat of Tbarawaddie to this town, and his| 
making his stand there, was an admiiablel 
piece of policy on his pait, during the contest 
between him and the late Govcrnnie;.t. 'riiis- 
was tiio hir^i plane of Allompra, tlie founder 
of the present dynasty, and whose memory is 
highly'revered by the Burmese. The policy 
adopted by Tbarawaddie of identifying hiin- 
selPwith the system of Government established 
b«‘B.Hon>pi't)r >it uinmcnt when he was hirn- 
pfm persecuted by the brother ofthe^ing’s 
a man of the lowest origin, tended very 
'Really to excite the aympathy of the people 
yn his favor. But when ’i’lpirawaddie extend¬ 
ed this policy so far n.s to altempt to convert 
the town of Muntsbobo into the capital of the 


empire,ho must have acted from some motives,’ 
neither connected with the policy of Allompra, 
or (he welfare of (he State. It is not iinpro- 
hahlethat if he carry throngh this intention, 
from the ruin that it will produce to almost 
eveiy description of trade and merchandise, 
and it may he anticipated the total destruction 
of Ava, his own death, from despair, or re¬ 
venge, will be the consequence. He appears 
to have a sii)ieistitious dread of residing at 
Ava, which he avows, has ever been either un• 
propitious oh fatal to his family. Notwith¬ 
standing the remonstrances of the Company's 
Resident, the late ministers were treated like 
eoiniiimi felons, and would have peiishcd 
from sheer starvation—the custom of the Bur¬ 
mese being to allow no fond to prisoners, 
had they not been supplied by the Resident 
! wiili daily siistenarieo. Tbarawaddie, how¬ 
ever, now showed some symptoms of clemen- 
, cy ; he released from imprisonment three 
I VVt)ong}ihs, among whom wa.s Malia Tsithii, 

I who u'a.s one of tlie envoys loCaluutla in 1831, 
.otid several other olTicers. In the meantime 
I tlie whole country about Ava was exposed to 
the severest inflirtions of rapine and plun¬ 
der. It nppenr.s that all manner of the most 
extravagant falsehoods had been propagated 
by both parlies, the one against the other, all 
of whiohseem fora time to have been believed. 
Aiiioifg other reports it had been coulidcntly 
stated that (lie Queen and Menthaghie had 
prepared pots of water, and ropes, and sacks, 
on the evening that the hou.se of Prince Tha- 
rawaddio was attacked, willi tiie intention, 
had lie been apprehended, of putting liiinaml 
his sisteis and cliief followers to death; ac¬ 
cording to the received custom pievaliMit in 
liie Biiroicsc empire, of so putting an end to 
tliose of the Royal blond, who becoiuu obnoxi¬ 
ous tuUlie reigning dynasty. 

About the 20lh April, at the iiitcrce.ssion of 
the Resident, several of the slate prisoners 
were released, hu^ they were merely set at li¬ 
berty ; and in the most destitute condition, 
their whole property having been confiscated. 
IVIetiihaghic still continued a prisoner lu- 
geiher with a relative of the King, by name 
Kong VVooiiflock Moting, Kban-ye, and 
a few luililary oflicers of the laic Government. 

Tli.xiawaddie, it would seem, has but rude 
and hnibarons notions of the obligations of 
treaties and. international law. Ho proceed¬ 
ed to make certain regulations at variance 
w iili the treaty entered into between the late 
King and tlie Hon’ble Company, touching 
eousloms. and duties upon exports and im¬ 
ports, avoM ing that he considered that lie had 
nothing to do with any of the treaties made with 
the late Government, and that they were by bo 
means obiigatury upon him. Abont this time 
too, liesoemXito have renounced all inlcn'iun 
of abiding by the pled{j^sand assurances that 
he had repeatedly given, that he would spare 
the lives»of the wtate prisoners. Instigated 
by unprincipled and designing flatterers, al¬ 
ways Ieady to minister to his worst passions, 
he now commenced the work of slaughter, by 
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potting two of the piisoners to death, oae of 
whom was Uie Woondouk Moung>Khaii'ye, 
who was at the head »f ihe embassy that came 
to Calooita in 1027, and was employed in con~ 
ducting the negotiation with the English Com¬ 
missioners for the settlement of the Munipore 
frontier. This indeed may very prohahiy 
have been one of Tliarawaddie’s reasons for 
putting him to death, as one of the iristrn- 
iiientsof the national degradation for such 
in the opinion of Tharawaddie, was the ces¬ 
sion of terrritory to the British, in conse¬ 
quence of the late war. But Tharawaddie 
had a stronger motive than this. These two 
of the ex-ministry, with a third, the Atwen- 
woon Moiing-Bii-Yonk, one of the parlies 
who negociiUe.d the lieaty of Yandalio, are 
stated to ha^c been the members of tlie late 
administratinn, who took the most voilent 
part against Tharawaddie,and urged Meniha- 
gliio to commit the first acts of aggression 
against the Princess ofPagan and her brotbei. 
Against these flagrant bioaelies of liis solemn 
promise on the part of Tharawaddie, the 
Resilient remoostrated, it is said, in very ear¬ 
nest and decided language ; but Tharawaddie 
niiw assinned the language of a despot, and 
would listen to nothing, that tended in any 
manner to oppose liis will. 

On the 30th of Aprial, Tharawaddie^aused 
a proclanntion to he made through the city 
of \va, that his brother had rcsignoil the 
Tlirorie to him, and Hie dethroned nionaredi 
was on the same day removed from the Llnvot- 
liiii, Of palace, to a mat building, in a distant 
[lart of the city. 

The inhahiinnts flocked in crowds to view 
their late monarch as he passed along Ihe 
streets, aeeoinpaiiied hy his four pilncipal 
Queens; and the people were not restrained 
hy llieir fear of Ids successor, from inaiiifest- 
irig the greatesi sympathy and compassion for* 
the unhappy Prince. This^favorahle feeling 
towards Hie dellironed Monnreh and his fand- 
Iv, appeared at this time to spread very gene- 
raily. The populace, who previously to the 
late events, liad entertained a great partiality 
for Tliarawaddie, who pns.sessed maify quali¬ 
ties calcntated to win popularity, now began 
to find that they, instead of gaining hy Ihe 
change of dynasty, have snlTcrcd greatly hy 
the stop put to trade, and the plunder and 
oppression incidental to civil war. In short, 
the whole country had sufTered more than 
ever from a hostile invasion by a foreign 
force ; for nnmerons bands of robbers and 
banditti, qnltted their places of retreat, and 
in the name of one party or the oilier, corandt- 
to«l the most reckless plunder, and every kind 
of inormity ; so that the popularity which Tha¬ 
rawaddie had eujoyed hofore the country had 
been afflicted with tliese miseries, was now 
greatly lessened, or Bliunged to an opposite 
feeling, 

• • 

During all these iraiisaetions, and after 
Tharawaddie had assumed the sovereign 
po wer, the eldest sou of the evinonarch was 


flowed to remain nnmole.sted in the posse.s- 
Sion of the same villages which he had held 
previous to the late revolution. Time will 
shew whether the fate of this young disinherit¬ 
ed heir of Empire, will form an excep¬ 
tion to the usual lot of suoli unfortunate 
Princes. • 

The new King now began to pay some litl.lo 
attehlinn to matters relating to commerce, and 
certain mud^flcatiotis of the duties on the ex¬ 
portation of rice, and tho abolition of the 
taxes on labour and wages were discussed ; 
holliieuhl prejudices still prevailed against 
the exportation of silver, on which it was pro¬ 
posed to levy a duty of 12 per cent. 

Tliarawaililie, who we have already com¬ 
pared to Lmis Philippe, aiTords one addition¬ 
al (iroof of (he facility with which siiucessful 
amhitioii kicks dow’ii the ladder by which 
amhiiiion began to climb. As Prince Tliara- 
waddie, he was altogether in favor of foreign¬ 
ers, and of a liberal commercial system ; and 
derided Hie weakness and folly of the late 
government wliich at the cnmmencement of 
ilic war with the Coinpanv, inflated them with 
such vain and extravagant expectations of 
siieeess, that they aeliialiy*portioned out the 
Hi ice prosidcne.ie.s among themselves, and 
ariangcil who was to have Bengal, who Mad¬ 
ras. and Bombay. Tho folly of all this, Prince 
Tharawaddie could discern ; hut when Thara- 
waddic hecoiiics king, he appears to adopt 
the very same vi'-ws and .seiiiiments, which 
were the former object.s of bis ceiiKU|;c, orhis 
ridiriile. Siiriouiided as he is hy flatterers, 
adveiiliiiers, and desperadoes of all kinds, it 
is not impossible that he limy be stimulated 
to attcm|>t the regeneration of the Bur¬ 
mese Empiic, to the glory of wliieli aehiev- 
iifcnt, his admiration and einiilaliun of tho 
Hrcat Alloiiipra, may probably strongly urge 
him. 

An event ocetirrcd soon after Tliarawaddie’s 
assumpHuii of Hie Uovcrriiucijt, wliieh how¬ 
ever uniinporiant in itself, appears to have 
had considerable influence upon tlie super¬ 
stitious minds of the lluiriiese. The new King 
went to visit the elephant trap at Ava, to see 
a wild elephant that had just been taken. 
This animal happened to have certain white 
marks upon its body, an accident that wa.s 
hailed as a most propitious omen, foreboding 
the future prosperity of the new dynffllty, and 
his Majesty wa.s congratulated in extravagant 
terms, on so happy a cirnnmstaiice, as that 
the first elephant presented to Jiim after his 
accession to the throne, should be a while one, 
a certain omen of good fortune. Tliarawaddie 
himself was so pleased at the occurrence, that 
he took several jtrwcis from his own person 
and presented them to the head mahout, or 
cleplqint keeper. Thiil elephant of good 
omen,was treated with great respect, qnu put 
upon an estnblislimeiil, ooricsponding with 
its importance Irv the slate. However, not¬ 
withstanding this , propitious event, Thara¬ 
waddie thought it necessary to secure his 



198 


THE BURMESE RfilS^OLUTION. 


power by fuither oxcciitionx, and on (he 8lli 
of May, throe <*f the alale prisoners were pd( 
to. death, ainoh}; whom was thePinzala Woon, 
A man of superior qnalifiealions, and who un¬ 
der, the late Government, liad distin;;uished 
htmseir by his activity and success in sup* 
prossini; robbery ; and it was supposed that 
bis.deflth was a kind of propitiatory sacrifine 
to the revenue of some of the eoiulullieri who 
had enlisted under Tharawaddie’s banner. 

< 

On IheBtb seven morennfortnnatc wretehes 
were executed, some of whom had committed 
only the most trilling oflcnecs, in no wa} 
‘Connected with affairs of state. Bi;l the mi¬ 
serable docter who was alleged to have ad¬ 
ministered to the deposedt’^'ing the philter, 
-or love potion mentioned above, which was 
staled to have disordered that unhappy Mo- 
iinrch*s intellects, was .seleeted as the object 
of peculiar and cruel vengeneo. He was 
sawn asunder perpcndiculnily. On tbe loth 
the greater part of tho.se wlio had been re¬ 
leased, were again seized, and pot in cnii- 
lineiiient. In tbe mean time all public bn.sine.ss 
was at a stand, with the exception of the busi¬ 
ness of settling, and disposing of tbe variou.s 
conflscations lliatdaily took place; and under 
such a state of things, the Biilish Resident, 
linding lhathi.s remurkstiarvce.s were no longer 
of any avail, and that Mnder such circum¬ 
stances, his picseiice o.ould be of no ndvaii- 
tage, either to the present Burmese Govorii- 
ment, the late King and his ministers, or the 
objects of the Rc.sidoncy, wliii.st on .so many 
ad^ounts, to remain lunger at Avn was ex¬ 
tremely unpleasant, lie applied to the King 
fur permission to retire to Rangoon, and re¬ 
quested that ho might be furni.slied With an 
escort. 

f 

To this request the King very readily ac¬ 
ceded, most probably rejoicing to get rid of 
one whom both the former Guverninent and‘ 
his own, have always regarded ns a disagree¬ 
able, (f)id ill some degree a humiliating 
visitor. 

T.lie new King, indeed, notwitlislanding his 
for^r^Tofessions, began to manifest even 
grcatei jealousy of foreigners then bis pre¬ 
decessor; it was intimated to the American 
missionaries, tliat tliey must for the future 
forbear to distribute religious tiacts. 

« 

The Astrologers, having, after due deliber¬ 
ation, and the performance of such oeremo- 
ifins as enabled them to ascertain so impor¬ 
tant a matVer, pronounced the l&th of May, 
miMt propitious for the great occasion, 
"f^arawaddie, together with his Queen, and 
Ilia'whole Court, that is to sny all his women 
aod obiofrolfowers, went to the Palace at Ava, 
for the purpose of taking possesfion^of the! 
Throne; a ceremoay in a great measure an- I 
utogouB to an j^uropean Coronation. For 
OOme reason, however, whjeh is not clearly 
understood, Tharnwnddio omitted certain 
parts of the ceremdny, ^nd went through it 


with “ maimed rites." He did not take hi* 
seat on tiie Throne, nor indeed enter the 
Palace ; he did not even adopt the white 
Umbrella, tlie Symbol of royalty among the 
Burmese; but was content to have some 
strips of while mn.slin, tied on his ordinary gilt 
cliattah This conduct excited nonsidcrablo 
surprise,and gave occasion for various conjec¬ 
tures respecting the rea.sons for thi.s deviation 
from tlio usual forms and ceremonials, on the 
occasion of tho monarch assuming the ein- 
hlenis ul royalty, which was the more stiiking 
among a people and with a government, who 
appear to attach great importanco to “ prece¬ 
dents." We conclude that either he had not 
made np his mind as to his future conduct 
regarding the lately deposed King, oi that he 
sought b> this means to compioniisc iiialtcis, 
not only a itii his own consience, in respect of 
bis oath of allegiance; but with such of bis 
followers as did not' ahogetlicr approve of iiis 
assumption of tbe title and power of a iiio- 
narcli to whom they and he had .sworn allegi¬ 
ance. It i.s not impiobabie that Tliarawaddin 
may have oiiiitlcd the entire and foinisl as- 
siiiiiption of llie emlilotiis of royalty, with a view 
to tlicir adoption wlieti lie sliiill have remov¬ 
ed the capital to Montshobo, a plan upon 
u'liicli he Sfciii.-i obstirialcly bent, in opposi¬ 
tion to the ail vice and the wishes of liis chief 
oirieeio, and wliich it is ceilain, if carried 
into effect, will ocnasion tlie dc.striicliuii of 
Ava, and tin- e.nnsequciit min of all its inha- 
litlnnts. The policy of Thaiawaddic is to 
idontilv lii.s own system of (Jovi-rnincnl, with 
that of his ancestor Ailoiiipra, the great model 
that he a Heels to imitate; but alilioiigli (his 
was serviceahic to him in liis opposition to (lie 
late (joveinment, it eannol have the same 
elfci-t in rendering him popular, when he 
prnposes to put it in operation piactieally, 
to the destruction of Ava. Montshobo is an 
Inland Town, many miles fioiii the rivet, 
and consequently ill adapted fur commerce 
and trade ; the digging of ranals, and the 
construction ul rail roads, might obviate this 
di.sndvantage ; but these powerful au\iliarie.s 
to commerce, should be effeoied before ilie 
town is c(>t).stitutcd tbe capital ; oilierwise 
trade must be in abeyance til) they arc 
cnnsiriictcd. In the mean time it is not im¬ 
possible that the ctiaiige of dynasty may 
cause very great changes in the Burmese 
Empire itself, great augury of which, a much 
.surer prognostic than the capture of a white 
elephant, is the total ignorance in which 
Tharavvaddie’s Government remained, of the 
slate of the coniitiy, particulary to the North¬ 
ward. Ill spite of all thist, the new dynasty 
tako very little pains to conciliate public 
opinion. A body of -Armenian merchants ; 
which class had always favonred the cause 
of Tharawaddie; pre.seDled a petition setting 
forth tho diliiqalties untier which tbe^ labour¬ 
ed, in consequence of the impossibility of 
obtaining payment of their debts, since the 
late commoliotis, and praying the interposition 
of the Government in their behalf. This de¬ 
putation wore ordered by Prince Thait-ten- 
gj'b to bo flogged out of his presence. Though 
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iTTalfid witli great inaiKiiii.V, tl‘ey were immc- 
tiiateiy expelled, but witboul the lliroaieued 
corporal iiiiliction. A deputation oftlicoliiel 
priests of Ava, wlio waited on the King to peti¬ 
tion that be would postpone ilie removal of the 
capital to Montsliobo, were dismissed without 
H bearing, and instead of complying with tUe 
ptayer of this petition be gave orders that the 
preparations for his deparltire to Kyouk- 
Myiing should be hasteiided. In a word, the 
new Kling seems to be not only regardless of 
those pledges and promises ihaf be eiittned 
into previously to hi.s aoccssion to the supreme 
power of the llnimcse Empire, bii. be appeais 
also to be either wilfully, or in facl, ignorant 
•bat a treaty eniciefi into with a loieigti state 
by the lute Goveinmcnt, can be in any way 
biuding upon him, and he seems to have 
•made up bis mind to consider bimsell releas¬ 
ed from any nbligatioii to abide by the treaty 
eiiKncd into between the Company and the 
tIoveiiniK-nt he has siiporsodcd ; as though 
ovortuiiiiuj;; an aduniistralion he coul»i 
rtcstioy an international compact. During ail 
(lu'sc occnircnces, the peisonal safet}’ of the 
laic King, anil in some measure bis conifnrt, 
have been legardcd ; ns well as lliat ot tlic la- 
vnritc Q.iecn ; and the life of Mentbagliic lias 
been bilbcito spaicd. 

Snell, according to llie most autlirnlfc ac- 
eouni.s, is the lii.sloiy ol llio rise and progress 


IMAMBARAIl. 

otihe Ava revolution, and change of dynasty. 
Whilst the waves of this oonvul.sion are still 
discomposed, and the storm yet raging, it is 
iinpossilde to predict what will bo the result 
of sucli a commotion. It is not improbable 
that the contemplated Oliango of the capital, 
may have dangerous, if not tatal conse<|Uoaces 
to the new dynasty. If intoxicated, or rather 
maddened, by his easy success, Tharawaddie 
should think himself strong enough to set at 
dcHrinco the •obligations of solemn treaties, 
witli a view to the recovery of the lost pos¬ 
sessions of the Burmese empire, it is not 
dillicull to foretell the result. If Ac proeeeds, 
like his predecessors, whose conduct and 
follies he as in su many instances imitated 
since Ins accessioji^to iincontroled power, to 
Hiiportioii among his followers, not Bengal, 
Ma Iras, and Bombay, but the territory ceded 
hv the Burmese Govornment, his presumption 
will have more fatal coiisoqucrices than theirs. 
Whilst he yet continued accessible to tfio 
voice of reason, the powerful remonstrances 
of the II-sideiit, prevailed to save him front 
the perpetration of great crirne.s, and his sub¬ 
jects from much misery. Fie appears, at last, 
to renounce, not only the influence of the 
Resident, Imt the control of prudence and 
ordioaiy discretion ; and 1* deliver liim.self 
up to the guidance of flatterers, who will 
probably conduct him to bis ruin .—Bengal 
Hiirharu, Jufg 14, 15 and 17. 


THE ITUGLI Ii\IAMBAHAH. 


We publisli below two letters, the onj? fiom 
Mr. Maciiiicliteri, the otlier fioiii Mr. Belli, 
the Local Agent of the Government, in the 
Superintending of the Eniambaiab at Hugli. 
Most of our readers aio aware that this 
Emambarah is a Cliaritwbic Institution, 
founded many )cars' ago—about 40—by 
a Musulmaii of the Sheah Sect, for leligioiis 
purposes, and for the mainlcnaiicc and edu¬ 
cation of persons of tho Slieali So.et of Malio- 
inedans. By tho will of the foil oner two 
persons were appointed Mootawallces (Exe¬ 
cutors) and Trustees, for the purpose of eariy- 
itig into eflbct tho purposes, bequests, and iii- 
tcniioDs of the testator and founder of the 
institution. These two persons were succeed¬ 
ed by the Nawab Alleo Akber Khan, who 
filled the olhce of Mootawallee of the Bmam- 
barah, for about 18 years—ho having previ¬ 
ously been an old servant of the Government, 
and being in possession of all sorts of te.sli- 
inonials, and having, moreover, received from 
Government a khehut for certain important 
services performed. (This man after having 
served the Govemmqpt for ubont 50 years, 
has been tamed ont of olBoe without a trial, 
on snspieioh ofmal-appropriationof the funds 
of the insUtatiott. We be| to refdV the rea¬ 
der to the letter of Mr. Belli, whioh speaks for 
itself. The Government begins by taming the 
Nawab out of ollioe— upon suspicion —they then 


institute piocccdings to convict him of the 
crpiic of which he is suspecicd, and for which 
they' disgrace him A// anticipation ; they fail 
totally in ostaldi.sliing a case against him, after 
•two aUeiiipIs, blit .still the Nawab i.s kept out 
of oifice and another person is put in bis place. 
The Nawab, memorializes and asks for a fair 
irive.stigatiun ; the Government answei.s, you 
may attend that investigation going on at 
Hugli, w/iirh investigation is clo.sed, because 
accouling to Mr. Belli, it Ls impossible to prove 
the case ol suspicion on wliicb Government has 
deprived the Mootawallee ot his place. This 
proceeding on the part of Government is so 
liarsh, so unjust, that we must seek for causes, 
Uecausc if it were the usual practice, it would 
render Government too odious. It is known 
to all men, that out of this very Emambarah, 
at least out of the estates left for its main¬ 
tenance, Government has contfived to get 
nine lakhs of rupees, and that during the ad¬ 
ministration of the late Mootawallee, the Na¬ 
wab Allee Ukbar Khan—which nine lakhs 
they have placed at the disposal of the Edu¬ 
cation Committee, and the poor SheaJh 
founder, would be monstrously .Indignant, 
if he could oome to live and behold the 
unclean dogs who now educate, and yeceivn 
education out of flie funds left by him for the 
maintenance of the followers of Allee, a^d 
for the eacouragembnt and support of tr#e 
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Itclievets. He would l>c moie imliK'nant coiil^ 
he ,tbat hie Slieuli Aluutawallee has been 
turned out to make way fur anotlier^ and 
that tlKKsaid Mouiawallee can obtain no re> 
dre^ frniii the Governor of Ocii^tnl, becansc 
the said Governor only thinks and-sees through 
the mehium of the assistant Secretary f^oi 
Bengal, and the Piivate Secretary (or iieaven 
only knows what. Let educution flourish; 
blit we are quite certain that the best of per 
sons,—those who would have thr' dissemina¬ 
tion of information and the increase of its 
means, increased and propagated far an<i 
vyide,—would repudiate the means to an end 
exhibited in the present instance, to wit the 
discarding of an old, faitiiful and meritoriou.-, 
servant of the state upon srspieiou, the refu¬ 
sal of an investigation, and Iho mal-appru- 
priation of the bequests of the sincere and 
zealous professor of another and a hostile 
creed. The inlerferenee of Goveinmeiit in 
the ease of the Hugli ISinainharali is, as fai 
as it regards the old Mootaaallce, a piece ol 
cruel injtistice, ofcondemnatiiiii without proof 
As far as it regards the iiilentioiis of the tes¬ 
tator and founder, it is a sluiiieless abuse of 
power, without palliative or justification. 


Extract of a letter from the Local Affentx of 
to the CommLnioner of the 1-U/t Di¬ 
vision, dated the ‘lad Deeembvr, IStitJ, 

Para. 2d.— With reference to tbe 2il jmia 
graph of the BoanJ's letter, we beg respeci- 
fiilly tU' state, that we. haet not been able to 
acijfuire any tauyible facts of misapylieaUon of 
the funds upon whicli we could calcinate bas¬ 
ing, with any prospect of success, an action 
against the late Mootawalleeeither in a Civil 
oi Ciiininal Court; we think this view of ^he 
subject is confnmed by the result of the sur¬ 
vey lately conducted by the Executive Oflicei 
Lieutenant Pagan, wliose examination afrurd.s' 
no yraund for criminatiny the late Mootawallee 
as respoctss the expenditure of monies in works of 
masonry, and this was one oi the large sources 
of disbursement. Had we, indeed, any assets 
(if tbe late Mootawallee in oui possession, we 
might (having the upper hand) refuse to give 
them up until we should be tliorouglily satis¬ 
fied of the mode in which the money entrusted 
to him had been expended, and wc might thus, 
it is true, shift the burden of proof from oni 
own slioniders to his; but as tiiLs is not the 
case, a.s wo retain no property whatsuver of 
the Nawab’s, with ns would of course rest 
this task of proving the. fact of embezzlement ,—a 
^sk which,<nwing to the circumstances men- 
Hioaed in the 2d paragraph of onr letter alrea¬ 
dy aJIuded to, would in our opinion be an ut 
terly hopless one. The Nawab and the Naib 
Mootawallee have now been removed, inea- 
sureS^ve been taken to provida again.st a 
.r;;i|^tlttoa of mat-practices similar ta> those 
i^ich 1 PC believe to have formerly occurred, and 
as we are decidedly, of opinion that nothing 
further is to be gained from an agitation of tbe 

a nestion, wo would respectfully suggest Uiat 
te idea of a prosecafion should bp dropped 


for the present,reserving tooursekes the right 
of entering upon it again, should civeuiaslan* 
oos ever place us in possession of the neces¬ 
sary proofs.. 


(True Extract,) 

(Signed) W, R. Bei.Li. ) 
Thomas Swin, \ 


Local Agents. 


(No. 26. 

To Alleb Akbsu Khan. 

Late Mootawallee of the Hugli Emambarra. 
Revenue- 

SiH,—I am directed by the Right Honorahli: 
Ihc Uovernoi-Gcneral of India in Council, to 
anknow lodge the receipt of your memorial, 
dated the 2:ld December last, appealing 
against your dismissal from the oiFiec of Moo* 
tawallee of llie Hugli Emambarra, and 
praying award for a fresh enquiry into your 
conduct. 

2dl. From tbe report of (be Sadder Board 
of the 2ULh .Tune last, and otber papers, the 
Govornoi-Gciicriil in Council is of opinion, 
that it i.s clear that you acted in coiitravcn- 
lioii of pn.silive orders in applyiiig a eertaia 
portion of the proceeds of the trust estate to a 
diirer6nt purpose, from lliat for wliicli the said 
portion was ordcicd lobe .set aside, lli.s Lord- 
sliip in Council is therel'uro, of opinion, that 
Ibis is not a case in which tlie Supreme Go- 
vcinmcnt should interfere. 

.'ill. Yon pray for an enquiry into your 
conduct wlieii you will bo pieparcd to enter 
in your dcrcnce, liut I am desiied to observe 
that from a copy of the orders of tbe Sudder 
Uoaidrof Revenue, already quoted and fur* 
iiLshed by you, it appeals lliattlic local agents 
have been directed to institute a i'nll enquiry 
into the past administration of the endow¬ 
ment, ami tliat you wilt no doubt be allowed 
an opportunity of 'attending the enqiiiiy, and 
of adducing any thing you may wish to urge 
in your defenuo. 

am. Sir, your most obdt. Servt., 
(Signed) W. H. Macnaohtkn, 
Secretary to the Government of India, 

Fort William, 27th Feb. 1637.—tienyal Hur- 
karu, July 6. 


Wo understand that Karamroutt Ali, who 
has reuenily been installed in the oifice of 
Mootawallee of the Hugli Imambariali, is 
Stirling up liis brethren of the Sheca seett to 
overturn the decisions of the Government and 
the tribunals in respect to the establishment of 
Hugli College. The deceased Hadj Moliam- 
niud Mohsin,* may hifl ^hadow he perpetual! 
left a very large sum to be apijropriatedto *• be¬ 
nevolent purposes not speeifiod.'' Moreover, 
but for fhe GoveYnmenrs inteffence, it is,be¬ 
lieved, that tliere would now have been liRlo 
or no estate to meet these or qlher purpose 
which were specified j but tbe newly awaken- 
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«d seal of Karamntut Ali, it Heem*, will not i 
admit that these eircumstau(se.s jtisiify the i 
appropriation of any part of the funds of the ' 
estate of a deceased Sheeah, to the education i 
of heretic Siiunees, much less to iiiddel dogs i 
of tlie Hindu and Cliristian religion ; aiirl so I 
he has zealously set himself to work to over¬ 
turn the decision of the Government which < 
conferred on him his appointnent; and in ’ 
order to eHect this laudable object the more 
readily, we hear that lie and spverni of his 
fiiends have clubbed 1,000 rupees oaeli to 
endavour to bring the whole matter into the 
Supreme Court ! 

We are hy no means convinced that the 
appropriation in question could bo fully borne 
out in strict law, hut we have no intention of < 
now entering into that question; for, he that as ' 
it may, wc have no hesitation in saying that ' 
were we in the place of tiic Government, wi ‘ 
should at least take care to let Rarainuiut ’ 
Ali know, without a iiiomenl’s delay, that wc ' 
would not, tolerate his iiiterfutence in this 
matter ; fm his conduct is wliolly witliout 
exeuxe. We can make every allowauec fur 
the cHccts of eiitliusiasin, however mistaken, 
hut this person eaiinot oR'er any such plea in 
excuse of his pioueediiigs. He came rccoiii '• 
niciidcd to the Guverniiient as the fellww tra- ‘ 
veltcr of Captain Connolly, in whose inlerest- • 
iiig volumes hniulsoino mention is made of 
him ; and one of the reasons for his appoint¬ 
ment was, that he was considered anything but 
a liigot. Ill fact the account given of him in 
lliat work, if our iiiciiiury deceives us not, 
exliildts him as the vety reverse of a bigot or 
enthusiast in religion. At all events he ac¬ 
cepted tlie appointment, perfectly aware that 
a College and been established at Hsigli in 
connection with the Imaiiihairail. He is 
not called on to teach in it ; but merely to 
siipeiiiiteiid the Imaniliarrah itself and to per- 
loriii diilies which can olTcr no violence to his 
coiiscicnee us a Slieeali, bov^ver zealous ; yet 
no sooner lias he assumed the olKce wliicli he 
tliaiikfiilly accepted fiom the Government, 
Ilian he begins to kick against the very au¬ 
thority wliieli appointed him, and toe^ntcr into 
intrigues to reverse decisions wiiicii are the 
result of several years' investigation and de¬ 
liberation by his superiors, presumptnously 
arraigning all that has been done by them 
and alTording an example calculated to stir 
up that sectarian animosity and jealousy which 
had been allayed and were quite in abeyance 
until lie arrived to revive tliem. Whatever 
then be the merits of the question about the 
Hngli College, were we the Government, we 
should very soort give Monsieur Keraniut Ali 
hiajuwaub as they say in Paris. 

One great mistakdwof the Government in 
respect to the appointment in* question, has 
been that of conferring on the holder of it a 
wrong title eateulated to impress .him with 
uiuch loo lofty notions of the real nature of his 
office. The Government are themselves, in 
fact,-the Mootawallies, and have so declared 
themselves, and the Malionime<fan gentlemttn 


it charge of the Imambarrah, is their deputy 
and ought to be styled the Naib Muotawallee. 
Our leaders may ask what's in a name ? We 
answer, notwithstanding Shakespeare's au¬ 
thority, a great deal—in this case particu¬ 
larly. Had Kuramut Ali been styled^merely 
Naih, we think it probable that he would have 
quietly discharged the easy duties entrustedi 
to hjm and enjoyed in peace the comfort¬ 
able iiicomo (of 6 or 700 rupees a month) al¬ 
lotted to liinr, instead of stirring up sectarian 
strife and waging a war against power which 
will only end in his own loss; for, to use a 
homely adage, be is quarreling with his bread 
and butter, at a time when many worthy men 
Rnd it difficult to get even bread without 
butter. The Guv#fhment can bo at no lo.ss to 
find Maliuniinedan gentlemen of equally high 
cliaractei to fill tlie honorable and lucrative 
office in question, and who would bo perfectly 
saiinfied with arrangements which have given 
satisfaction to men of all .sects of equal in¬ 
telligence and worth.— Jhngal Herald, Judy 3. 


?'« the Editor of the Bengal Hurharu. 

Silt,—1 rend in your paper of the 3d, an 
aiiicle taken from the SiiiKiay Herald of the 
3d, icgarding the Towlecui of the Waqf or 
Appropi'inlion of Hajeo Mohnmniud Muusliin, 
late of Hiiglili. The writer of this article 
appears to be out of liumnur vv ith Mecr Ku- 
rainut Uli, the present Moolawalice, because 
this gentleman has objected to certain mis¬ 
applications of the Wuqf funds, db being 
contrary to the intention of the entiower and 
the tenets of tlie Shcea religion. As Goverti- 
mentaie the authors of these inisapplicatient!, 
the writer proposes to dismiss the Muotawallee, 
aivl thus get lid of his coiiiplaiitls altogether, 
and of the evil rising from such eoniplaiiits, 
rather than, by entering into an explanation 
V'ilh him, open a door for discussion on the 
subject ; he then, witbaniind equally fertile, 
recommends Government to keep the Moota- 
wallecsbip themselves, or to cliuse from the 
nnincrous Mohuminedans one of a less fasti¬ 
dious character to “ fill the honorablo and 
lucrative oRice and who would be perfectly 
satisfied with the arrangements" in pro¬ 
gress. This is indeed a very summary way 
of disposing of a question involving scruples 
of conscience, and it only goes to show that 
the writer never took the trouble of acquaint¬ 
ing himself with the nature of property conse¬ 
crated to religious purposes; for if he had 
done so, I feel assured he would be less bitter 
against the present Mootawallee, tthose objec¬ 
tions, to the measure pursued, as far as 1 can 
learn, appear to rest upon religions principles 
alone. It must be recollected that one error 
I cannot be corrected by the oominission of ano- 
I tlicr. The late Mootawallee wasremoved upon 
the pleb of misapplicaiicn of the funds, because 
I it was urged, that be applied to himsClf monCy 
from the Wuqffunds over and above his own 
I legitimate right; Init the Government have 
I also been guilty of misapplication of the funds 
I they liawe applied them to the ercotiott 
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of a College for the diffassion of llieir owp 
language. The one took the money for hit 
imn we, and the other for the ««e of Hheir 
'Itmtfuage. In either case the funds have ac- 
tuatly been taken away from their direct legi¬ 
timate object, and applied to purposes of a 
differenfic nature altogether. The difference 
of the two misapplications lies in this, that 
one is personal and the other general, and 
more injurious to tiie object of the Waqit^ oi 
cndower. If the Government sliodild say that 
by diverting the surplus funds to the pro¬ 
pagation of knowledge thiodgh the means of 
the English language ttiey were conferring 
a hcnellt upon the people, the discharged 
Slootawallee would say that by taking part of 
the surplus funds he was d^dng good to him* 
self and his family and others of his connec¬ 
tions and dependants who^ were all of the 
Sheea persuasion. Thus to do good is the 
declared object of both, the one upon a large 
scale and the other upon a- smaller one; hut 
then the amount of the funds drawn by each, 
to carry their respective designs into effect, 
should ba considered and the object of the 
cndower which was the good of his own par¬ 
ticular persuasion and sect. Under this view 
the whole of the dispute appears reduced to 
a mere matter of upiiiion, losing siglit alto¬ 
gether of the object for which the Wuqf was 
intended, and we know that mankind are not 
always agreed upon matters of opinion ; but 
which of the two is right, can only be settled 
by a reference to the Will of the Testatoi and 
bis inlcntion. Ho declares his intention in 
making the Wuqf to be to promulgate and sup¬ 
port tbe cause of his own F.)ith, and this object 
is not attained either by the Mootawallee’s 
taking money above his due, or by the Govern¬ 
ment taking it for the diffusion of the English 
laDguage,so, both of them are wiong. Eiroi 
being proved in both it is not necessary to 
know whose exror is the greatest. Tiie Go- 
vernmont, I am told, veil their usurpation of' 
consecrated rights under the words, “ Uklira- 
jat-i-Hiisna'’ used in the Deed of Appropri¬ 
ation, and say that these words, signifying 
benevolent expenditures, sulhcienliy justify the 
course they hare adopted; while the iVIoiiuin- 
medans say that no expenditures are bene¬ 
volent excepting such as emanate from their 
religion ; the Mahoinmedans after ail, it must 
be confessed, are the best interpreters of their 
own words. This will bring us to the con¬ 
clusion, that if the Mootawallee’s dismissal is 
as justfiabie upon the groundsofhis appropri¬ 
ating money to himself beyond his just due, 
itisequally justiliable to expunge the study 
-of the English language for whioh money is 
taken by the Government beyond their own 
just revenues. If we wish to act justly and 
laMy we shonld draw onr authority for the 
4j|^^rseraeBt of tlie Wuqf funds from the 
^ehdof Appropriation, and not ^rusttoin- 
^i^ividual ppioiODS for that purpose. Ifadoubt 
bcours respeOting the meaning of any particu¬ 
lar word, or tbe qonstraction of any particular 
sentence, we should seek fo.- explanation from 
the Dolmas DeeR,or.the Mohammedan Doctors 
of Beligiooi aud'aot upon the expla^tion they 


afford os ; otherwise the wh jle would amount 
to violeoco and usurpation of the sacr«Ml 
rights of the people. In such a ease the lan¬ 
guage prescribed to the Government, by the 
writer ofthe article, would suit well “ that 
we cannot tolerate his (Kuramut Uli’.<) inter¬ 
ference in this matter ; for his conduct is 
wholly without exouse.” As to this writer’s 
advising Mcer Knrainut Uii to take his 70(1 
rupees a month and remain quiet, (hat is to. 
say, to consider the allowance made to him a 
sulKcienlrecoinpeiioo for the resignation of his 
faith and conscience, i tnnsi leave him amidst 
bis prnise-fvorthi/ suggestions, for I fear 1 
have already trespassed upon the limits of a 
new.spaper communication. 

Your obedient Servant, 

July 4, 1837. A LOO BOOKHARA. 

Bengal Hurkaru, Jubf 12.J 

An in.slance of conscientious scruples, urg¬ 
ed by a Native to the detriment ot bis own 
pecuniary interests, has just been brought 
under public viesv wliicli is worthy of special 
notice, were it only on the ground of its siiigii- 
iaiity. Wehave been so uniformly acciistoiued 
to see the Natives act under iho inlluence of 
sellishtitnotives, and sacrifice every consider¬ 
ation to that of gain, that, it is quite refresh¬ 
ing to find a man animated with high prin¬ 
ciples, and risking the displeasure of Govern¬ 
ment and the loss ofhis own salary in the sup¬ 
port of them. This unusual phenomena has 
^ been presented on the following occasion. 

A wealthy Mahomedan of the Sheea sect, 
who died more than thirty years ago, left a 
considerable estate as a charitable and religi¬ 
ous foundation, to be administered particu¬ 
larly for the benefit of his own persecuted 
sect. The lands were left under the manage¬ 
ment of two Mootawallees, (Principals or 
Abbots); but theit-misconduct and fraud siih- 
sci(Mently obliged Government to place the 
administration of the estates under their own 
oflicers. By their good husbandry, a large 
augmentation of rent was obtained, exceed¬ 
ing expectation of the testator, and tbe wants 
ofhis institution. It was determined, lliere- 
fore, after providing adequately for all the 
arrangements made by the Fotfnder, to de¬ 
vote the surplus funds to the erection of a Col - 
lege at Hugli, for the instruction of youth 
without distinction of sector nation both in 
English and in the Oriental languages, and 
in the srienoesof Europe. This is the origin 
of the Hugli College, which is an honour 
to Guverniuent and promises to be a blessing 
to the district. This is the College of which 
socli honourable mention was made in a late 
number of the Edinburgh Review. 

«I 

The situation of MooUwallee being vacant, 
the Board of Revenue, anxious to bestow- jt 
on the 'most wdnhy, searched tbe country 
tbrongh for a suitable person. On no oceasion 
perhaps, has more diligence been need by 
the public officers to discover t|ie riglit oaw 
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nr more deliberation emplojed in the gift of 
ittf appointment. Among those whose claims 
brought befdrethe Board was Keramat Ali, 
the enlightened eompanion of Lieut. Conol- 
ly in _ his travels throogh the Mahomedan 
countries west of the Indus, a man profound 
1 ; read in ail the learning of the Mahomedans, 
and of active habits. His qualihoations ap¬ 
peared lo be superior to those of every other 
candidate; and ho was accordingly brought 
down, and inducted into otiice, ^ith a salary 
of between six and seven hundred rupees a 
month. 

The estabiishment of the Hiigli College, 
out of the funds of a Mahomedan endowment, 
has from the beginning been a source of deep 
chagrin to all pious and devout Moosiilinans, 
and no stone has been left unturned to pre¬ 
vent what in their view appears a desecration 
of the funds. Kuraniut Ali, having been in 
stalled in office, was forthwith inorulated with 
the scruples entertained by iiis oountrymen. 
He obtained a copy of the will, studied it 
both legally and grammatically, and at length 
came to the conclusion that the augmentation 
of levenne which resulted from the wise ma¬ 
nagement of the public officers most foitow the 
disposition of the Estate as fixed by tlio testa¬ 
tor, that it was the desire of the testator yiat the 
revenues of the endowment should bo applied 
oxolusivciy to the encouragement of his own 
section of Istamisin, that tlio word wliich Go¬ 
vernment had interpreted to signify good 
works g'"neraHj’—upon which interpretation, 
tlicy founded the appropriation of a portion of 
the funds to tlie nitject of public instruction, 
-was to be taken only in a religions sense; 
and that to lay out any portion of the rents in 
English instruction and the education of un- 
bclicvers was a violation of the intentions of 
the founder. ITpoii the slrengtfi of this 
reasoning lie addressed a long remonstrance 
to the public authorities, and to demonstrate* 
the integrity of his view, declined receiving! 
any portion of his own sa lary. | 

We cannot but feel a high respect for a Na-i 
live who travels out of the hcatei^ track of! 
servility, and upon a scruple of conscience 
places himself ill direct opposition to Goverii- 
inent, _ preferring the loss of an easy and 
lucrative office, to an acquit-seense in what be 
considers wrung. But whatever may be our 
legard for his character, we cannot but consi¬ 
der bis cause untenable. His proposal is no¬ 
thing Jess than that the llugli College shall be 
broken up, and all the funds made over un¬ 
reservedly to his own oountryinen. And he 
founds this singular request upon his own in* 
terpretatioii of an expression to which Govern¬ 
ment, after careful and anxious examiua* 
tion, had affixed a 4iH'ernt meaning. Sup¬ 
posing that there exi|ts any refti duuht upon 
the mMUing of the word, which the autho- 
flUcs iiftve Iftkon in its widest siffnifica* 
lion, and which Keramui Ali tSkes in a 
restricted sense. Government liave, we think 
aclod wisely in giving the public the bene- 
Vt of that doubt. The only crime with Which 


t^e most fastidious can charge them is 
that they have founded a noble institution 
nponlthe strength of a philological amhigtii- 
ty. It is for the advantage of Society that 
the Mootawallee should accommodate his 
views to the philology* of the ruling authori--. 
ties. He has ample funds at his disposal to 
carry into excutiou all the retigious inten> 
tiong of the testator. If he be not satisfied 
with this; if there be an irreoonoilahiediflTer-' 
ence between him, as the organ of a small 
party, and Government, as advocating tho 
interests of the whole distriet,he must resign; 
and in this case we hope he will obtain that 
patronage from Government which his con* 
duct richly deserves. We can spare Keramat 
Ali; but we oanqwt spare the Hugli College. 
If the question be reduced to the simple alter¬ 
native of continning the Mootawallee or flio 
College, there can be little dfficulty in pre¬ 
ferring the good of the many to the scruples of 
one —Friend of India, Jvly 10. 


We are glad to see the Friend of India do¬ 
ing justice to the disinterestedness and he 
nuurablo conduct of Keramut Ali,—though 
we are far from approving the reasons assign¬ 
ed in the following extract fur disregarding 
his represeutations. 

“ Wo cannot hut feel a high respect for a 
Native who travels out of the beaten tr{|ck of 
servility, and upon a scruple of con.snienee 
places himself iu direct oppo.sition to 6o)rern- 
ment, preferring the loss of an easy lucrative 
office, taan acquiesccnsc in wiiat he considers 
wrung. But whatever may be our regard fur his 
character, we cannotbiit consider his cau.se un¬ 
tenable. His proposal is nothing less than the 
l^gli College sliall be broken up, and all the 
funds made over unreservedly to lii.s own coun- 
tryinen. And he founds this singular request 
upon his own interpretation of an expression to 
which Government, after careful and anximi 
examination, had atlixed a diifeient meaning. 
Supposing that there exists any real doubt 
upon the meaning of the word, which the au- 
thoritie.s have taken in its widest signification, 
and which Keramat Ali takes in a restricted 
sense, CTbvernment have, we tlilink, acted 
wisely in giving the public the benefit of that 
dnuht. The only crime with which the most 
fastidious can charge them is that they have 
Counded a noble institution upon the strength 
of a philological ambigniiy. It is for the 
advantage of society that the Mootawallee 
should aecoiumodate his views to the philolo¬ 
gy of the ruling authorities. He has ample 
funds at his disposal to carry into excootion 
all the religious intentions of tho Testator, 
If he be not satisfied with this; if there be 
an irrecoDciliable difference between him, a.s 
the organaof a small party, and Government 
as advocating the intore.sts of the whole dis¬ 
trict, he must resign ; and in this case wc 
hope he will obtain that patronager from Go¬ 
vernment which Iris conduct richly deserves. 
We can spare Keramut Ali; hut we canqdt 
spare tlit? Hugli College. If the question 
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be rcdaced to tlie'.aimp.le aUernative of oon- 
Uauinir the llootawallee or the Colle^o, therf; 
oao be- little difBoalty in preferrioK the ^ood 
of the inAny to the scruples of one." 

V. Sach arguments as these woold justify 
l(be inyarion of private right and the setting 
aside of wills altogether. A Moosnlman 
boilds and endows .a Mosque, a . Hindoo 
leaves his money to support the follower of 
bis own religion : each believes his bequest to 
be an act of piety, and so descrlbe^it in words. 
A’Christian may consider the money applied 
to a bad purpose, but can he put a Christian 
meaning upon the word piety, and then employ 
bis philological chemistry to separate the 
object defined from the piqty professed, and 
thus set aside the former as^nconsistont with 
the latter? According to this view the Re- 
snrapiion Collectors have plenty of new work 
in prospect; they will no itonht be able to dis¬ 
cover enough of “ philolog.ioal aniliiguily" in 
the old Sunniids of many a temple, to make 
it out to have been tho righteous intenti<in 
of the fonniiei'S to resign tho property to the 
will and pleasure of the British Government, 
in^irder that the latter may find a good and 
pious purpose to which to devote it—and 
what better than the relief of the public bur¬ 
thens by eurrying liio proceeds to lire public 
account? 

Our woekly contemporary cannot for a mo¬ 
ment hesitate between sacrificing a good in¬ 
stitution and s.iorificing a principle. We «rc 
sorry for the ooniossioii. Tho dilemma is 
that of a* man who cannot resist temptation. 
But the thief who has the rich nian4 purse 
within his grasp, has some excn.se in his own 
destitution. Has tho British Govoriimenl the 
Same excuse, or any oxcuse at ail, for .seizing 
the property of the Hugli Imambara? ds 
ostentatious applaa.so in a country journal in 
England to be bid for with the spoils of the 
dead, and a repoialion for enlightened views 
and liberal encouragement to the difiusion 
of English knowledge amongst the Natives 
to be acquired by robbing the rightful lega¬ 
tees? If this be the way tu govern a country 
with wisdom and rigliteon-sness, tvhy not 
|)otinae upon the wealth of Rooploll Mnlliek, 

-the half crore of rupees tire rich Baboo ha.s 
just left to his relatives? Here is a fund 
large enough fur n dozen English Colleges, 
nttd who shall dare to dispute Die piety of 
its application ? Ob.sequious Mootawalleet ai'b 
itot so scaroo in India, that Government is 
to be bo stayed in its designs by any imperti¬ 
nent scruples of a conscientious man who 
m'gbt venture a word in behalf of the possess- 
ei' heirs of the family estate. 

But why put the alternative at all? If the 
Coil^AatHugli be so very good nn inStitu 
tiqiU-«-lf the good it does or pramise.s tqdo be 
ifihre than commensurate with the expense of 
sopport, then is it an institntion which the 
^overnniaat and Hie public ought to main- 
gain, fliough the funds now devoted to it 
should be taken away by a reversal ofjihe judg* 


I ment that basso applied thorn in error. Sup¬ 
pose the case <tiad been susceptible of an ap¬ 
peal -weare nut sure that tlieGayerivment is 
not liabie oven now to a suit in some shape, 
and at any rate Umi maUer: might be brought 
before Barliament-n-would sqch an objection 
as that-of the .-Friend India be listened 
to-for a moment? Would Lord Brougham 
shape bis judgment to the convenience of the 
parties, and before he orderod restitution, 
enquire how far this would be agreeble ? and 
what interests might collaterally bo affeoted 
by i t ? 

We observe an in.;intiallnn that the views 
of the Syed are upheld only by a small party, 
and a letter in the llurharu this morning 
makes the same insinuation as to the origin of 
the petition pre.sentcd tu Government Inst 
year by the Mahoino dan population. It wonld 
be a calumny upon the coinniiinity to suppose 
tiiat a question of mere jnstice sliould have 
only the siippirlof a small party and as 
to tin: petition referred to, so completely W'as 
it a spontaneous aflair of the Natives them- 
.selves— the “ s mall party,” comprising .some 
thousand poisons—all the respectable class 
of the IMoosulman popniation—that we never 
beard of it till it was almost ready fur prcseii- 
latiun. —C'a/ctttta Vouirerf July 13. 


To the Editor of the Bengal JIurkaru. 

Sir,—If your eorrospondent, At.tuo Book- 
is nut, as you call liiiii, a very able, he 
is at least ai very zealous defender of Kera- 
inut Ali, and be equals hi.s friend modesty 
with whieli he leaps to his desired eoiiclusion, 
and .sets up his dictuni as quite conclusive 
against the jiiilgments of men equally as well 
versed in Mahomniudaii law, in the nature of 
tlie trust of ll.idji Moboiniiiiid Mohsin - and 
,at least as intelligent and disiiilcrestod as bi.s 
client, who lias come all tiio way from Labure 
tuinstriiet us, that we are all in error supposing 
that education in English can po.ssibly be of 
any use to the natives of India. Perbap.s, in 
spile of high authority, there may still be some 
who will'eontiniie hardy enough to believe, 
that notwillislanding tlio learned ingenuity 
he lias displayed, a little instruction in Eng¬ 
lish, might be of use even to himself. 

The simple facts of the case wlileb seem to 
justify the Government are, that in conse¬ 
quence of the gross and proved corruption of 
the Mootnwallis appointed by the will, the 
Government, according to tho Malinmmedan 
law became curators of the esthte, or Moota- 
Wallis; now the will gives power to the 
Mootawaiiis to ** uphold what they think ft and 
to resume udutt they think jit and after every 
purpose spocifgd in the Arili baa been fully and 
eiiiciently provided for*, the Government, in 
conaeqnenee of tliis ample power thus confer¬ 
red on them, has-deemed it fitting to apply 
the large surplus funds accumulated to'the 
purposes of general education ; and in doing 
so it has only extondetl the plaa' of a 
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Mantawalli nnd n Sheen, yotir friend Nawah 
All Akjbar Khan, who was, loii|( after prnpos- 
ing and oarrying it into ,effect, inrhed out, 
not, as yog «ay, for corruption, hiit for gross 
disohedienoe of the orders of the authority 
which appointed him ; aitboogh a subsequent 
investigation left no doubt on tbe minds of 
the 'investigators that he had been corrupt 
enough. He it was, however, who first pro¬ 
posed the establishment of asohool for giving 
edscationin Engfisb, Bengali, 8eo. and the 
College is but an extension of iris plan war¬ 
ranted by the amount of tbe large aocninu- 
lated surplus fund. 

With respeet to the conduct of Keramut 
Ati in stirring up discontent and endeavrHiring 
to overturn the decisions of the aiitboiity 
from wliich lie received liis appnindnent, your 
correspondent seems to think it highly hnno- 
rahle and most disinterested ; and lie chooses 
-to ascrilic it to zeal for religion. He is wel 
«:onie to his opiniuii; liiii the fact is, he the 
motive of Kcrainnl Ali what it may, for the 
struggle he is making, that struggle is clearly 
for powKK arid emolument. Nothing will satisfy 
him but to have the whole power and the 
entile oontroul of the funds, i shall merely 
add that the decisions to which ho opposes 
bimself, are the result of years of patient 
enquiry and liave been concurred in bV Ma- 
lioiiimedtiiis quite as orthodox, nl least ns dis¬ 
interested, and fully as learned as himsfir, al¬ 
though perliaps (lioir nstroiioiniuiil acquire¬ 
ments have nut yet enabled tlicm in perceive, 
that the Goveriior-Gonrral is the “ rope of tlie 
galaxy” or “ the stirrup of the moon.” 

I am. Sir, yours obediently, 

COMMON SENSE. 

Thursdai/, 1.3/A July, I8:i7. 

P. S. The words I have quoted are not in 
the copy of the translation of the will, wliich 
you republished : they are in authentic trans- 
iatinii—that made by Mr. I). S. Smith, the in¬ 
terpreter of tbe Supreme Court. 


To the Editor Of the Bengal Harkaru. 

Sir.— The case of Meer Keramut Ali, Moo- 
tawallee of the Hougice Wuqf, scarcely 
needs assistance from friends. He seems to 
be the bold asserter of his own rights, as his 
address to the Governor, and his letter to the 
Board, plainly show. With regard to Wwif 
property, and tlie charaoter of a MaotawaUe, 
tu whose care and management snob property 
is entrusted, a few words might be said. Wuqf 
property,is property consecrated for pious pur¬ 
poses, and as such respected by tbe govern¬ 
ing power. If we exftnd our ^iew through¬ 
out tbe provinces of •Bengal. Oeiiar, Orissa 
and Doab, we will see a number of Wa^s 
both of Mohammedaps andHindoosi. althuugb 
coming down from a remote period, yet are 
respected and continued by our Government j 
and if GovefamePt, by the general cot|,cur- 


ranee of mankind and the laws of nation*, 
fbU themsetve* called upon to honorambooil- 
tinuM religious bequests .ai ide in time gg- 
toricK to theirs, is it decent, is it right in them 
to disturb such bequest when made in their 
own time; and lay the band of riolence opon 
them; 1 would viewnttch condnol in Ohe light 
of breach of trust; beeabse tho Wmqif in 
effect, leaves his property to the care of the 
reigning power, relying on its integrity tha>f 
full operation would foe given to his intention 
as set forth fn his will, provided those inten¬ 
tions were not at variance wiih its laws. It Is 
this grand security that quiets his mind at the 
time of his death, and fully assures him that 
no undue advantage would or could he taken 
of property thus Id't for pious purposes, par¬ 
ticularly in a eountry and under a Govern¬ 
ment where different religions exist ; and are 
tolerated under all tlieir various forms. It is 
under this circnnistance (hat flajee Moliiim- 
ined Mushin made his Wuqf, and, I dare say, 
he never entertained the least fear on the part 
of Goverument, that tliey would ever lay tho 
hand of violence on it; on tbe contrary,he must 
have relied on them for protection if any at¬ 
tempt of the kind were made by any individual 
or individuals whatsoever; and i heliovo a 
jtlodge of this nature is uniJ|i‘rslo«»d to he held 
out by tho governing power ; whose influence 
could only he excroised to correei ahusos anil 
bring hack things to ilieii original slate should 
tiiey have departed I'roni it, by abuses or misma¬ 
nagement. fii the ease under oonsideration, 
lhafcis to say the Ifooglee Wuqf, the Waqif ap- 
points two Mootawallees of his own selection to 
carry his intentions into execution, nnd liioir 
intentions are clearly and uiicquivuealty set 
forth ill the Wu<jf nameh or deed of appippria- 
lion, fie directs that, after the piiynieiit of 
the just revenue of Govurntiiciit, the reiiiaiiiing 
produce of the property, whatever that niay 
lie. be divided into 0.equal shares, of which 
fi he appoints for the expenses of the Tmumba- 
• A and tha liuzrats, 2 for the personal ex¬ 
penses of the Mootawallees, and 4 for tho 
payment of the establishment, &c. and 
charitable expenditures, that is to say, for 
Vkhrujat i Husunah; of which the just and 
legitimate meaning, Meer Kiirarnut Ali so 
tmppiiy explains. The Wuqf, niter the death 
of the Wuqif, I believe continued in tlie liands 
of the Mootawallees of his appointment for some 
lime; until circnmstaiiees led the Government 
to interfere under tlie .plea of mis-appropria¬ 
tion of the funds. They then ousted the 
Mootawallees under management, and instc^ad 
of/a'o appointed one of tlieir own selection; 
and alienated part of the funds for tho difl'us:- 
on of their own language, that is* to say, (he 
English language: and this last Mootawallee 
too, of their own appointment, they subse¬ 
quently dismissed on the plea of corruption, 
although no iogal proof could be adduced, in 
support of the charge. The interfeionce of 
Government, as I have before obsei ved,,coub| 
only legitimately be exercised in the correcii- 
on of abuses and bringing back tliiuga to 
their original stale and purpose. Thedced.of 
appropviatioo being before us, wedoat/lseci’ht 
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•ny iMirt ef llic fimd* was 4o be alie- tory of liis coiiiilfy, and acquainted with i<* 
waia^ ^aarf «iitf>Hcd lo the dJffuslon of the lawa and cnetoiaa, and more<I»ar bavin# the 
ianii:iia#e. Government havin#|done advantage of exteoaive travelifn#i ba kneiv 
ao, 1 fee) no hesitation in saying that a breach the respectable light in which a Muotawalloe 
Q(.-lil«^ has actnally been perpetrated, and of a religioiia benefice is held in society ; ho 
. pledge which Government hold,not to therefore feit reluctant,'that in liis permn that 
i|Stnteet^eir sobjeots and their property from otKce should sufler any'degradation‘as bis 
nsiirpation, slmmefnlly violated. To retrieve subsequent communications fully-prove. But 
their lost honor now^wiii be to restore the ho felt justly indignant, that after bring. 


funds to their original legitimate purposif. 

Now let us examine the office of a Mootawal- 
l«s. There can be no doubt that this is a sa- 


idg him from a situation where be had enjoyed 
much respectability under the promise of ap¬ 
pointing iilm*to one of high respeetabiiity of 
which there was not a question, he sliould be 


A lavs w %J«4se w tav vivieasa aisvi* vsssr* aw sa ncs* < t. a i« «« ww • j* * 

cred office, in the holder of which probity, ins««ted and depaded. He therefore, 
Vrutb, moral,good principles, and a correct »<»b a dtpity becoming him, but in the most 

.. .r.-v 1 rAiSevirkMfrast makMnAv I.» 


knowledge of the faith he professes arc essen¬ 
tially requisite. Those efttentiais, we have 
theWuqif’s own assurance, the Montawallees 


respectful manner, requested that be should 
nut be addressed in tiio style of purwann/ii. 
In fact, his religious sarred office alone would 


his Appointment possessed. How these «» ricient1y justify Ins pretensions if ho were 

.. . nn4 SallvAMUfltfa AMftlflAsI •#« dltAHM > Iwiad * l« a MtUAlA 


Mootawailecs failed or what became of them, 
tvr what led to the interfercsiee of Government 
and the deseoration of part of the Wuqf funds 
is not iny present purpose to look into. This 


not otherwise entitled to them ; but the whole 
tenor of bis life, as 1 am told, has been such 
as to cuiiimand respect from all the offi¬ 
cers of Government who knew him. The ad- 


much is known to us, that the late hlnotawai- *^^®*'*. ® purwanalt to a Mootawallec of a 

leo was removed on a charge which his verv endowment, I believe, has never 

ancetsors admit is not sufficiently made out to country ; even the empe- 


ju'atify a legal prosecution. But I have a few 
words to say as regards Mcer Kcramut Ali. 


It iToUld appear, ftiat this gentleman was in- •'♦oc''cd office. 


rors of Delhi, and all the omrs, or nobility, 
paid the respect due to a Mootawallec by his 


vited from lijmerc, where, I am told, he licid a 
respectable appointment, with the ofl'er of the 


I hefe you will excuse roe for writing so long 


MomawalfeesVip of^^^^^^ The matter is of high iim>o..a..ec 

not say Imamharah, for that forms only a pan “'® «=‘c;cdncs.s ol fE«vy 

of the Wuqf; it was pledged to him. that he Per ,I and the reverence that is due to a 


Of the Wuqf; it was pledged to him. that he P'^riy revere.., e vnav .s 

would be put in charge of tlie Tuoleeut which *” ebavge ot such Wuqf. 

he was told was conducted under the direc- I am, Sir, your most obedient Servant, 
tions set forth in the Wuqf nameh, and a great 

stress at the same time was laid on his being Al-OO JiOOKHARA. 

of the Shea purs.iation, as the Wuqf was al- July 14, 1837. 
together for that sect. His allnwance.s too , 

was stated would be one-ninth of the ent jrc — 

produce of the Wmo/ propertr. Under these „ „ 

buoying expectations, Mecr Keramut Ali tra- Editor of the Bengm 

veiled from the extreme end of Hindustan toT Sir,—W e have been much 


To the Editor of the Bengal Burkaru, 

Sir,—W e have been much gratified with 


CaiciiUa. On his arrival here, I believe he the correspondentbC of your friends Ai.oo Bo- 
wRs immediately put in charge of his office, khsra. Friend of India, and Common SESSb, 


blit as the duties of it wore not defined to him, upon the question 


Wuqf property 


he became anxious about the Tmleeat, and of the iato Hajee Mahonuiicd Molisin, ami 
with reference to the Wuqf deed and the sa- the Hqogly College, founded upon the 
cred nature of tiie obligation for the perform- funds of that property ; as it is shown that a 
ances of which lie had become the agent, lively interest is taken in a matter wliicli 
he wrote a letter to the Suddor Board of Re- involves the riglits of private property, tiie 
venue, couched in the most respectful terms, anthorily of Government, the Malioiiiedati, 
and sent the same to the local agents for the Law, and matters of religion under that law. 
purpose of being forwarded, requesting to . 

know what he was to do, seeing', that the slate To begin with Common Sense, we shall foi- 
ofafl'airs at Hooglee was not such as would jus- low the course of his letter and arguments, 
tify Ilia aeting consistently with the nature of Aloo Bokhara does not question the utility 
Ms sacred effiee. The local agents returned of English education, to the natives ^ India, 
hiiq t fie letter with a puiveeimA directing him with which Common Sbnsb sets out; it is not 
te'adrircss an Urzee to the Board as the a question of utility )>ut of right, whether the 
atyie of a letter was below their dignitj.jGovernment has the right of appropriating 
Tbt^ on the outset, Mecr Keramut AM was'private funds to ^urp^ses of utility, which 
inld^cd, Uiflti his was not a situation which'had been appropriated by the endower to 
entittu hinyto. any distinction, itliat he purposes totally difTerent. W« are not to be 
^pnst rather doitiisder himself on a level with'deceived by tue^exiiression that, in conse- 
Jititer commein individuals, and dtmiss frbm'queneo of the oorfuption of the Mootawatiees, 
r^is'iaind altogether that Ida office conferred, Government deemed it fit to apply large 
him any rank of society. But Meer Kera* funds accumulated to tiie purposes of general 
(It Ali'knew better, treing versed ju the his- educatioo. We. are not to rubmit to wbgt 
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Oov«r4i«nent tliink fit, but- wbat goveWi- 
(uaqt ba» a just vnd'leg^ fight to ci(S{M>se of 
gtiuerai oducatton was n«v«r thongbt of by 
the worthy Uadj«e; tb« tenor of bis will 
sliowa, that the appropriation was etiUrely for 
tile benefit of bis own particaliUr setst, inid for 
benevotent oi; ebaritable expenses for alJ iiiose 
ut his own persuasion. If the idea of general 
education originated-in Nawab Ali Akimr 
Kliaii, it was not in aucurdanee with the will 
under witicb he was employed ; and as he 
was dismissed only for disobeiliebce of oiders 
(for he had no oidcrs to receive, if he acted 
according to the wil),) it may be infcried that 
he uould not siiliniit to the whole extent of 
iiiisappropriatioo which the Governuieiit re- 
quiied. 

Common Sknse says (hat the result of years 
of patient enquiring had been concurred in 
by Mahoincdans q,iiile as orthodox as Kera- 
mut Alee. Tins is admitting, we lietivo, more| 
than he intends. Uilhodoxy lias aiwa)-s been | 
a veiy suspicions term; the Soonies who | 


show that no Uosernment should, iaterfet^'/ 
w4tii (ho'disphsai of-private rights and ..pl^. 
pertyl • ■ -o ^ 

Common SsNsa does not shnw mneb smtse^ih 
speaking of surplHsfnnds. If every pnrposO- 
speoified in the will had been fuJJy aifd effiei'^ 
enily provided fur, as Common SbNsa says, 
there could be no surplus fund$; for alt 
fitndk arising from the endowment, werekp-'.' 
propriated fpr the purposes specified in thd 
will. If the will were carried into effect to its 
full and just extent, there can be no doubt 
that oil the prufibs of land or other property 
partake of Uie nature of that property, and is 
liable to all the purpose of such property, 
surplus must tbofiofure mean nothing a niAil 
ntV fit. 


To the Editor of the Engluhwan. •. 

Sir,—T he funds for the endowment of the 


consider themselves as the only urlliodux j Houghly College iiaving been appropriated 
Mahoincdans, like tliu bigh uburcli party who I to tliat purpose by the Guveriior General in 
appropiiato uitliodoxy to themselves, would iCouncil, wliose authority is above all courts 
no doubt concur with Government in any|uflaw, agreeably to bis coiistruotiun of tlie 
thing against the Sheas, and in which they will of the late pious SlieHhwviih a long name, 
were interested, like the orthodox onill re- any attempt of tlie new Mootawallee to set aside 
ligiuns, in suppressing the freedom orsceta-ithe dicision of the power which appointed hint 
nan principles and liberty of the mind. deserves about as much veneration from tliu 

iaithful as would bo due from us to an eft'oit 


We can only require that the will of the of the Aichbishop of Canterbury to upset the 
late Hadjee Molisin be construed and the law measures of Henry VlII., and restore the 
expounded by the Shea doctors of theulo- church revenues of England to the Rope and 
gy and law, and their opinion declared, whe- liis Babylonian woman, 
ther the purport of the will extends to any 

thing beyond the benefit of their particular Yet the motives ascribed to the excellent 
sect, and whether upon that declared opinion, Syed by tlie Hurkuru ami liis ourrespondent, 
and a trial by a competent juiisdimioii. Go- wUt doubtless obtain for himtlie respect of de> 
vernmeut should not resign the funds appro, vout persons of all creeds. Nothing but con- 
priated to puipo.ses in direct opposition to the science, we are assured,—the unuuinpromising 
will ; for wc believe there are Sliea.s in suffi-Knonitor conscience,—sustained by an iinswer- 


cient numbers, and benefit by the endowment, i>ig attachment to the orthodoxy of the Sheas, 
and partake of the benevolence of one of their actuates Kurumiit Alii in wishing to abolish 
own sect. the English College with the view of apply> 

ingthe money which now supports it, to com- 
The Hoogly College is certainly a%instita- fort the hearts pf Mussulman mendicant 
Hon of great utility and worthy of a great and priests and teachers of the Koran, 
good Governments if its liberality sprung from 

it, own resources, without encroaching upon lam loo little skilled in theology to know 
the property and rights of any private inslituti- exactly what is meant by conseienceand ortho- 
on, IThere areobjects also of much greater uti- doxy among moslem divines, without referring 
lity. The Government may be characterized as t« the commentary on them which the present 
peculiarly a revenue Government under which Mootawallee's past life affords, 
every rupee of revune is squeezed out of the 

land and other sources, no part of which con- ^ Do conscience and orthodoxy permit a tight* 
tributes to meliorate the condition of the peo- laced Sheah to entertain or express philosopfai- 
ple at large, whose poverty is the chief cal doubts whether the Almighty has ever 
source of crime for the repression of wbieh, taken the trouble to reveal any term of reii- 
an ineffloient judicial machinery is maintained giontomanl Is it allowable to crack jokes 
at a large expense, wMIi but little benefit to about the ascent of At Berak and his master 
the poptiistian, wIiosQiconditioif most requires to Heavem? Auditors, however, being some* 
improvement arid protection, times ignorant of trne religion, as well as 

oriental speech, they should be cautions jii 
Being ourselves staunch' Siteeas,* we hope trusting to their ears. But the speotaele of a 
that the Bheeas will unite and persevere in as- scion of Fatima, the offspring of the prophet' 
scrBng, maintaining', and'recovering their himself^ guzzling wine, not ‘ divine loree,’^'I 
usurped rights, If for w oilier''reason thfin tb mean the* veritable elai et and ebatppAigae of 



TH|i?HtJOLl 

<mali«s af»i«»p»pwi«w» «*«*• m 
v^% Eftotoric cun nmave if»m 

;'4f.A|>1a>n man miplit ventnre aconjectorf 
j^R knotty points, I woald interpret yonr frte^ 
ibrEthe ^arkaru aljegoricaliy. By ‘ consbi- 
enco and orthodoxy,’wtiiah are so vehenrently 
impelling KunuimtAIM to cry down European 
education and perpetuate the mummerfes of 
eastern tearing, I snspeet your contemporary, 
after John Bunyan's fashion, means certain 
learned orientalists in the flesh who prevailed 
on 1600 good Mussulmans, more or less, to re- 
iRionstrate nbont two years ago against the dis- 
coniinuance of stipends by which the i^e au- 
oiis youth of this land usi^d to be bribed to 
study Arabic. 

SIMPKIJS ATCHA. 


To the Editor of the Bengal Hurkaur. 

Sir, —In yonr columns of the 14Ui instant, 
I met with some remarks on the subject of 
the Hugii Wngf, copied from the ** Friend 
of India'oi the loth instant. The writer of 
this article referston the subject as a pheno 
metion, that a native of India shuii’d possess 
integrity of character so as to be willing to 
give up certain gain rather than involve his 
conscience in a case of religious icsponsihili' 
ty. Our friend's acquaintance with Iniian 
Society niuitt be very limited indeed, if he 
did not^nd more instances than one of rigid 
integrity. If he uere to make a tour to the up¬ 
per provinces, and mix with the people there 
upon equal terms and a friendly footing, he 
will, 1 have reason to believe, find such in¬ 
stances not so very rare. But I am depart¬ 
ing from my purpose, the Uiigli Wuqfxaino 
matter, now under discussion. Oar friend 
uppioves of the conduct of l>oth the Govern-' 
Dienl as well as of Meer Kuramnt AM ; of the 
former, beuause it has pnt its own interpreta¬ 
tion as regards the Wnqf funds and their 
disposal ; of the latter, because he strictly 
adheres to the rights of his own religion, and 
the consequent distrihution of the funds as 
directed by tbe founder of tlie Wuqf. After 
Ibis euloginm on both sides, he arrives at the 
conclusion that Government should keep the 
property they have ■ thus acquired, and Meer 
Kuramut Ali should resign his situation if it 
does not correspond with his consoiencious 
feelings. What an easy way to get over the 
question of the desecration oC oonseoraled 
fWQperty I 11 is with tbe Mahommedan, as is 
tkn ease with every other religion, to consider 
aU^works sinful except such as emanate from 
itf faith. 'Tbe. Christian religion so iocnluutes 
it, (W;-it is said, “ whatever work, is done 
wij^^t faith, it ts sin.” Without faith ail 
whit is done by ns is but dead bs«ora> God, 
l^hoagh the work seem hevor. go ^ay and 
'porioos before man.” Hence, how beneficial 
,go fyer might bo tbd'diffusion of the English 
{'language, but as it does not originate ia the 
‘Iddbommedan f8itii» it is sinful as regards that 


IMAfftaAltAll. 

.Tclipon ; eonsequently the- Mooir''views'it'he 
desOeratiunuf 4ho appropriated'-iprd|»e%l^V 

riHa pui^se.|iS;siitfttl, -- He-'does not question 

the uUlity<df it {‘bui'ihe oondemns # iipbn the 
principiethat it risuuld be supported at the 
expense of oonseerated' tights of a <p|Krlitialitr 
seet It is fair in our friend to set Iriittnds to 
th.»^ Hajee’s wishes. This good man chose to 
give op the whole of his property in appto- 
priation for religious purpose, tbea why 
should our friend say that the-limit fikcd fay 
Government'is all that is neeesiiary. There 
is no limit to benevolence and works of piety. 
The Hadjee, had he possessed double of what 
be had, I dure say, would have disposed of it 
in the same manner ; for he mentions no parti¬ 
cular sum, he divides the whole intopoitions 
and orders their distribution accordingly. 
To carry their own end.s it i.s easy fur the Go¬ 
vernment to get rid of Meer Kuramut Ali and 
his scruples of conscience ; but it is nut so 
easy with llie Meer to resign his place atid 
abandon the cause of his faith ; for in strict 
sense, he is called upon, iu the honest'dis¬ 
charge of hi's duty, as an orlbodux Muiiom- 
nicdan, to do alt in his power to prevent the 
misuse of the B'lr^/propci ty. The desecraliun 
ot property consecrated to religion involves a 
question of the highest impoitancc to Society 
and the issue of the present case must deter¬ 
mine ^li future Wutif. Moor Kuramut Ali 
having agitated the questiem, he i.s bound in 
honor and religion to go thiough all the dif¬ 
ficulties in support of his cause, ilo should 
call upon his brethren for aid to enable liim to 
conduct the pious uificc he has undertaken 
and while there are superior appellate coutts 
to seek for justice, he. should nut tamely sub¬ 
mit to usurpations coinmi.ted even by the 
hand of power. His is a good onus(‘, and 
beside's liis own religioni.sts, he would un¬ 
doubtedly find support in other liuncst men 
who may nut be of bis faith. 

But he slionid <irst of all, 1 think, seek for 
redress from the Government; for it is not to 
be supposed that if Government have ticterl 
under a misinterpretation of the intentions of 
the Endp.wer, that, as any other individual, 
they are not equally open to conviction ; and 
if it could be proved that they have acted in 
error, I have not tbe least doubt, they will 
surrender the property they have taken under 
an erroneous impression. For this purpose 
the Government have only to adopt the 
same coarse as they have introduced in their 
Courts of law, where all subjects involving 
Mahommedan or Hindo law are referred to 
their respective^ doctors for illustration, and 
onsuchillustration deeisioa generally is given. 
In tbe case under consideration, let it be ask'- 
ed of the Oolmne Dean of the Sheea sect, whe¬ 
ther tho study of the Egglfsb ianguago forms 
a part of the Mahommetlan creed j. or whether 
mooey taken from .Wart/funds for thepurposd 
of disseminating the English lanqpiaga;‘Can 
bececkondd in, Mabommedan tiidojogy aorong 
** Ukhrajat-i‘Husunaht*’ and let their auswsvdl-i> 
cide the dispute. There ts y.^ an easier way 
ojr ooming to a point. The Hadjee’s W4e:* 
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in fuf' eofttiottine itnd certain ' 

foraM 0f> 4frepiMpi imd tnoi^ of Iwtievdient 
expencUmef, «rbiok nit ftiom; e*ifta,ii io M* 
fnmiff. fi|0 dooi not dtredt^no tatrodootion 
ofnn^thinjc new, but simplf dirbctt in bia 
will (0 continue-<md,perpettMt0 tAut athieh al- 
rct^ exitted ; heoe^ aa 'the aladjr of Iti e Bn}!;* 
Uab lanftaage did not exist then, it ahootd 
not exist now. Under thOta eircnmatances 
tho existence of the flug^li Colie(;e alioutd 
dei>end fof its vitality on the, treasury of 
Government, and not opon the funds of the 
Wuqf. 

I am, Sir, your obedient servant. 


mhJuJy, 1837. 


A LOO BOOKHARA. 


rcli^iou.s matters. Howcvotthavin*; observed 
the authenticated copy of the .said Deed of 
Appropriation published in the Hwkaru,nnii 
also the decision of the Court of Sadder Dc- 
wannny Adawlut in the Imatnbarrali ^iiattcr, 1 
begto observe that the words Ukhrnjat-i-Husna 
used by the late Hadji, would, I believe, be a 
matter of no consequence in the present case; 
but at the conclusion of the said Deed he ex¬ 
pressly authorizes the ISlootawallis to divide 
the nett income of his estate into nine shares 
and appropriate them in manner following:; 
that is to say, three-ninths were directed to 
be appropriated for the Fatiha of Huzrat 
Syud Ruhmnt, (Head of the creation) the 
expenditures appertaining to the Ushra of 
Mohurrum oolhurnm, and all other blessed 
days of feasts and festivals, and the preserva¬ 
tion^ of the Imamharrah at Hugli.and Tomb 
of Salahuddin Mahogamed, tlif husband of 
the Hadji's half Sister,.Btanugati, from whoni 
he had inherited ; two nlntbi weve assigned 
fiw the support of the Moothwallls, tod four- 
ntatas were assigned for the Office Bearers of 
tba^mamiarwA and certain persons named in 
a list. ShayrAliKbaaaad Rajab Ali t^eM 


To the Editor of the Bengal Hurharu. 

Sir, — 1 have observed in yonr paper and 
also in the Bengal Herald, of certain dates, 
some correspondence regarding the recent ap¬ 
pointment of Kerarnut Ali to the office of 
Mootnwulli of the Iininainbarrah at Hugli 
and of his raising a very intricate question of 
law, relative to the dispo.sition of the iopomes 
of the zomindaries left by the late Hadji Mu- 
lininmud Moshin, the endower of the Ilugll 
College: and that certain construction.s hav¬ 
ing been put on the last Deed of Appropriati¬ 
on executed by the late Hadji in order to carry 
it into effect after his dcini.se, have given rise 
to a very difficult interpretation upon which 
the whole properly now stands. The term 
Ukhrajut-i-Husna having been used in the said 
Deed, on the part of the advocates of ^iugli 
College these words are interpreted benevo¬ 
lent expenditures, while on the side of the 

Mahomedans these words are .said to signify. i. t . . 

benevolent expenditures, but connected with Ho«?rd8 education, he would have no doubt 

... ■ _ ' _ I 1 .ama sAvmA MwmwABB nwnxrieivfxnm fvsw am 


wppoiMed IfoutshtaBisw ith auihoritfes' 

titad xejBodbl the exf enditores, atloumiii^^ 
pmafona 8as. The H^.dji died on die ICMk 
Agan 1210, and the Biootawallis or Curators 
aforenamed took-the bnvdeii'Of' tbo manage¬ 
ment of the. said eemiitdaries upon thetp> 
Mives. Somebf the auetmssors of the .said 
MootawalUs having employed frauds in t|fW 
discharge of the duties lmpo.sed opoa them, 
the/ were from thence superseded and displao-, 
ed. When, the estates were committed in 
the hands of the Collectors, Akbar Ally was 
appointed a sole Mootawalli, but nominal, 
since that period, the Collectors of Revenue 
are in the receipt of the rents, issued and 
profits, of several zemindaries on behalf of 
Government, atid^r benevolent Govcrniheut 
is now indeed employing the utmost of tlieic 
exertion.s to apply the most part of the sum 
towards the benevolent purpose, but jt is cer¬ 
tainly quite at variance with the will of the 
late Hadji, it is indeed injustice to the deceas¬ 
ed. However, if it is to be said on behalf of the 
advocates of the Hugli College, that they are 
spending the incomes towards benevolent pur--' 
poses, such as educaiingthepoorwhoseoircuni- 
slances do nol afi'ord them any means what¬ 
soever, I beg to say it is indeed benevo¬ 
lent, blit what justice would there be in the 
means of one party and grant them to another. 
The last will of the deceased indeed authoriz¬ 
es the Mootawallis to apply the proceeds of 
his landsin the benevolent purposes in which 
situatiuQ. uur Government now is. I believe 
the said Kerammut is nominal. The endower 
hasexpressiy declared to divide theinivimeinlo 
nine parts, or proportions, and apply lliom to 
the purposes as I stated above and that this 
was also confirmed by the superior tribunals 
when the descendants of the original Moota- 
wallis were in iigitation with Government. Mr. 
Editor, if the intentions of the endower was 
to appropriate some parts of the above income 


i.iade some express provisions for it, or else 
would have directed to appropriate some parts 
or divisions out of the said nine shares ; how¬ 
ever it appears upon th« face of tbe Deeds 
itself, that such his intention was not; al¬ 
though ifthe continuation of the Hugli Col¬ 
lege would 1)0 advisable to perpetuate for 
educating and ameliorating onr countrymen 
in the rudiments of the English language, 
our most benevolent Govornmeut could easily 
ajjpropriate a little out of the .immense reve¬ 
nue, which they receive from India: of course 
the Indians have a right to call for such pur- 
pose. However, I beg to say that it is the 
duty of our Rulers to take tbe.last Deed of 
the deceased into their deliberate considera¬ 
tion, and issue such orders as to carry tbe 
intentions of the late Hadji legally and law¬ 
fully into effect according to the Mabotnedan 
law. • 

• 

I remain, Sir, yonr most obdt. Servt. 

A BARRISTER'S CLERK, 


Chintvmhf 18(ft July, 1837< 
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(A« and nalwe of th* Imam- 
p«trraA Tt^t, gi^of vnrioia proeerding* i'ehtivi 
tot^Mahhi^eM of. the College of MaAl’i ' 
Moknn^ With tome retnarkt on the tmjeot. 

Imainliarrah at Hugii was built by 
Mitzab ^uladdin Mabommed who possessed 
ooMiderabItt landed property at that place 
aiM in iessore. After his death and that of 
hts widow, Manu Jan, her half brother, Hadji 
MahiintDied, succeeded to the property. The 
Hadji had no issue nor any relations to whom 
be could devise the property, and he therefore, 
by bis will, directed it to be disposed of in the 
lojlowing manner 

Ist. Sbnfcir All Khan and Rajib Ali 
Kban to be Moolawallis or^Curators of the 
estate. 


, Wai^ All. insUtiCM. a enit HieAcnTAC'the 
office of CaratOTt first in the ztillBK of 
Huflij and subsequently by appeal, , first 
to the Calcutta Court of Appeal and,, neat in 
Sudder Hewanny Adawlnt, where, in the be- 
^inpini; of 1834, a decr^ was pronounced 
against him as a partlci^tor in tbo abuses 
of the endowment. 

Tire Moolawallis having thus been pro¬ 
nounced disqualified, Government by Ma- 
horamedan law became sole curator of the 
Trust estate and of any surplus funds which 
their good management might create and after 
due enquiries had been made, they sanction¬ 
ed the appointment by the Board of Revenue 
of Akhar Ali Khan to he Auinren or Supervi¬ 
sor of the Trust and subsequently to be Moo- 
lawalli. 


1?”**' ■****'’®®'b“'ths of the net income to be 

allotted for the support of the Iinambarrah and 
the preservation of the tombs of the founder’s 
sister-in-law and her husband, and for the 
performance of the prayers. 

,3d. Pour-ninths of the net income to be 
appropriated to the support of office bearers 
and certain persona named in a list, 

^h. Twi^ninths to be assigned to the sup¬ 
port of the Curators, who were anihorizod to 
alter and remodel the expenses, allowances 
and pensions and to appoint Curators to suc¬ 
ceed, choosing the most worthy. The Moota- 
wailis received charge of the property imme¬ 
diately alter the execution of the will, and 
were conducting the alTaiis of the Trust at 
the time ot the Hadji’s death, which happen¬ 
ed in Bysak 1219 or April 1812. 

In consequence of numerous complaints 
made to the Local Agents and the Board of 
Revenue against the Moolawallis, charging 
Biem with abusing their trust, the Board in 
November 1816, acting under Regulation No. 
J9 of 1810, which invests it with the general 
control of endowments, with the sanction of 
Government, appointed Akbcr Ali Khan, visi¬ 
tor, to report on the subject and check the 
curators in the management of their trust. 
Enquiries were also instituted by three suc¬ 
cessive collectors of Jessore and by the local 
agents. The result of these repeated inves¬ 
tigations was, tliat_ tbo Board pronounced Ihp 
said curators ** entirely devoid of every principle 
ofjuHice and integritg,” and that in the nia- 
nagements of the endowments and trust funds 
tb^ir eondue^ bad been “ unauthorized, un¬ 
warrantable and profligate.’* The Board in 
eonsequence, on the 12th September 1817, 
directed that these curators should be reinov- 
ed, Md d««lMod Pankcr All and Wwsik Ali, 
tbfiieir of Rajib Ali ineligible to spooecd to 
tWdisplaced curators, oil two grouodsit first 
4aat the founder. never designed nneondi- 
flonal inhertanoe ; and secondly, that the re¬ 
gions of the Mootawailis. had disqualified 
fb'eMSflivea by their participation in the nefa* 
nos IraBsactions which had been deipeted. 


Previons to the appointment of Akbar Ali 
Khan, none of the benevolent intentions of the 
founder had been efficiently fulfilled. Even 
tlien, however, there had been a sclmol, and 
an Akund and a Munshi had been appointed 
to instruct the ciiildren^of the pensioners, hut 
oiving to their utter neglect of that duty for 
several years, they were discharged. 

Wli^n the endowment came under the ma¬ 
nagement of the Local Agents, they in 1817 
issued an order (hat all persons connected 
with the institution should send their children 
to the school; and also suggested to the Board 
of Revenue that a small sum from the funds of 
the trust should be set apart for a Madrussa. 
The Board approved of the suggestion and in 
reply observed,that a 3-9lh slinre might then he 
understood to he approrialed “ to the Futeha, 
the cerpmonios of the Moliurrum, the repairs 
oFpiihlic buildings, and the establishment of 
the school and hospital.” 

* In 1821 the Syndpore Trust estate was, at 
the recommendaticn of the Governor-Genornt, 
sold out in small lots as putnee talooks, and 
the proeeuds, araounting to several lakhs of 
rupees, invested in Company’s paper; but one 
Mirzali Bundeli Ali having claimed the whole 
estate as'an adopted son of Manu Jan Kha- 
nnm, the sum thus invested was allowed to 
accumulate pending the decision on his claim. 
His suit, after being carried through all the 
local Courts, was appealed to the Privy Coun¬ 
cil and finally dismissed. 

From the period of the settlement of the 
Putnee talooks the revenue derived from tbo 
Syndpore estate was managed by the Collec¬ 
tors of Jessore and the proceeds remitted re¬ 
gularly to the Collector of Hugli to be paid 
over for the purposes of the trust, and the 
Moutawalli’s duties wefe limited to the ma¬ 
nagement of the Imamljarrah, subjeot to the 
controul of the local agents, to whom be was 
required by especial oroersofUbe Board of 
Revenue to transmit periodieal accounts. 

In 1824 the Mootawalli proposed to increase 
the establishmeiit bj about 8000 rupees per 
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ftfiMBi fot ihe purpose uf roHiioiitg mesters |o 
tea^li AruBiOk Peisian Und BHgUsH, 

and a .Librarian, aod also to'provide a sum for 
diet niiowanoe and rewards. Tbe Hoard oi 
Revenue assented to this arrangenient in May 
1B24, and the school so established, continued 
with slight modifications of arrangement and 
locality up to the period of the establishnieni 
of the present College. 

The final decision against Miraa Bundeh 
All’s claim having removed tliebniy obstacle 
which had existed to the appropriation of the 
larger surplus funds, the Government in 1826, 
directed the Committee of Public Instruction 
to eii({uirc into the best mode of appropriating 
these funds, and Mr. Smyth, then judge of 
Ilugli, was requested by that Committee to 
report on the state and resources of the cu* 
dowment, and to olfer such remarks and sug' 
gfstions on the subject as might occur to him. 
That gentleman, in his reply, urged the im¬ 
portance of placing the Madnissa under the 
more active supervision of the Presidency 
Committee, a‘id of introducing, new and efli 
ciciit regulations with a view to increase the 
charatcr and reputation of tlic institution us 
a place of public cducalion, —nieasnres wiiicli 
he cuiisidered to be in perfect consonance 
with the benevolent intentions of tlie founder 
and calculated to render the endowment, the 
ftind.s wliich were now fiiitered away on 
idle, thankless beings, a real advantage to 
the native uoinmmiity at large, 

Tn a letter dated 61li July 1830, from the 
Acting Secretary to Government to the Board 
of Revenue, it is suggested that the best and 
most obvious means of perpetuating the name 
ofihe founder of the Trust, would ^be the 
estalilislimeiit of a.Madrussa in wliioli Ma- 
liotiiiiiodan learning only, might at fiist be 
taught ; “ but which at no distant period, it 
might bo liopcd would willingly received 
the solid advantages of European scicnco.'^ 


posed esfabBsbiiieii^ to eommaoioate witii tBo 
rfeiWenifjr dointnftioe. 

A Coi^miltee consisting of the Civil Otfioers 
of the Station was accordingty appointed-by 
Government and dir.eeted to reporj on the 
slate of the Imamharah, its incuiue aiid^ expen¬ 
diture, and on the bcstmeaiis of carrying ihfo 
cflqpt (he suggestion of Government for the 
cstablislnncnt of a Madritssa at Huglitii with 
the unappropriated funUu of the SyuUpore es¬ 
tate : and at their suggestion, the civil sur¬ 
geon, beingrccoinmetided by them as qualified 
for the oHicc by bis knowledge of native lan¬ 
guages and literature, was appointed Secre¬ 
tary to select and arrange the voluminous pa¬ 
pers connected veAli the trust and to condiiot 
the coricspondeiicc. 

On the 2t)th of May 1832. the local coni- 
niittcc, consisting of Messers. Uruddoii, W. H. 
Belli, T>. C. Smyth, 11. Brownlow and Nowab 
Akbcr All Khan, forwarded their report, 
wliieli from the intelligence, experience and 
local information of its tnciiiburs, is cntUled to 
tiio utmost respect. 

From that report it apoears that the re¬ 
sources of the Trust deiivcil from two source, 
tlio Syudpore estate find other landed property, 
and the sum realised by the sale of the Putneo 
talooks, taken at an average of three years, 
were then as follows : ~ 

Syudpore Estate, ^c. 

Surplus profits of the Syudpore 

estate (after the payment of the 

Government demand of Sa. Rs. 

87,366,) at an average of three 


years. 47,880 I.-i 

Gorived from bazaars, &c.. 7I9 8 

Miscellaneous receipts, &o. 1,711 9 


Sa. Rs.-51^311 0 


The Committee of Public Instruction, in 
reporting on the best means of carying into 
olfect the suggestion of the Govci ijnient re¬ 
mark, that the circumstances of the bequest 
and the religion of the Testator indicate llio 
general character the proposed establishment 
should bear, they do not conoeive it necessary, 
oven at the outset, to limit the objects of the 
institutioD to Mahommedan literature and 
science only, tliat as from the very funds m 
question, a school of a mixed nature bad been 
maintained, ib which Arabic, Persian, Ben¬ 
gali and English masters had been retained, 
by adopting that school as the basis of a larger 
one, no innovation would be made nor any 
arrangement adopted inooropatible with the 
iin^essions and feelii)gs.of the native residents 

The Comnitteo of. Publie Instruction, how¬ 
ever, considered it qecelsary bfifore they 
eame to a final decision on the subject, 16 
hav^ the aiNSlance of a Itoeal Committee with 
a .Sd^fhtar; and SopeTiuteudent to the 'pud- 


Proceeds of Putnee talooks up 
to aislJuly, 1831.7,04,710 14 


The following was then the expeii- 
dituie: — 

Two-ninlb Share. 

The Mootawalli's portion authoriz¬ 
ed by the Toulutnameh or will.. 7,256 12 

■ Three-ninth Share. 

Disbursed for the Mohurrnm, the 
repair of buildings, charities, 
prayers, and other holy-offices 
according to the will,. 12,078 0 

Fonr-nintb Share. 


Disborsed for the payment of the 
salariea, See., according to the 

wills..... 

Three-ninth and Fonr-ninth Shares 
indiscriminately. 

Madrusa expeacee, ... 

Hospital expences,. 

I Musaffu^hana expences,. 


16,14? 16 


6,666 6 
1,004 0 
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A^iAorixed by the Board of Revenue^ ^ 

Tliree-ninth and i 

Fonr-aiath shares miscellaneous 

4utiar8emcnts. 3>i06 8 

The l^cal Committee, in the Report refer¬ 
red to, next sogjrest the expediency of seizing 
the occasion of these changes to lay down 
some general principles and rales for the guid- 
jsnce of the Mootawalli, in the admission of 
pensioners and the payment of monies in cha¬ 
rity, the details of which were not of coarse 
to be foond in the will. After adverting to 
the evils which had arisen from the want ol 
any such definite rules, and submitting the 
opinion of the Collector, one of the Members, 
tiiAt it would be far more *^advantageous that 
the whole functions of the Local Agenej 
shonid bo vested in tbe Cominiltec, the report 
thus proceeds:— 

" Having thus succinctly explained to yonr Com- 
tniitee tiie present condition of and the control exercised 
over the linambarrah, its income and expenditure, we 
proreed to oiTer our opinion as to the expense, which it 
will be necessary to incur in order to endow a Madrus- 
sab with the unappropriated funds of the Syudpore 
estate. 

In submitting onr vilws on this subject to your Com¬ 
mittee, we conclude that it is the intention of Govern¬ 
ment, in appropriating thtfse surplus funds, to adhere a- 
strictly as circumstances will permit to the original in¬ 
tention of the founder, and without deviating from tin- 
general tenor of the Towleutoameh, so to blend the 
whole, that lucid orrJer, enlarged chaiity, and cootionous 
benefit, n^ay be conspicuous ihroughtout the insti- 

tutijD. 

Under this impression, therefore, we would beg leave 
to stale, on a doe consideration of the general tenor of 
.the Towleutnameh, that after having had tbe building 
aUnched to the Imambarah placed in a proper stale of 
rep-nir, after having provided handsomely for the due 
jperformance of the religious ceremonies detailed in tlie 
Trust deed, and after having put aside such a fund as the 
experience of past years may shew to have been sufficient 
for the payment of the servanta of Itie institution, and of 
the pensioners and stipendiaries who may appear to have 
just claims to tbe same, wp see no objection whatever to 
the appropriation of tbe surplus funds, in the esiabli-b- 
ment of a College and School at Hooghly, on the gene- 
lal principles laid down in your letter to Government of 
the 27th Oct. last. No innovation will be made in the 
existing system, a portion of tbe surplus funds haviog 
been originally appropriated by the Mootawalli himself, 
for this expr^s purpose, nad the arrangement haring 
heeo sanctioned by the drffei-ent uulherities tovihnm he 
was immedtntelif mpnnsiMe and taeitly acquiesced in Sy 
alt persons connected wither interesied in the insiitution. 
IThe judicious nomination also of a local Committee, 
comftneed of European and Native gentlemen, to superin- 
fopd^oColbg#, with the appointment of a European 
of acknowledged zeal ami ability to the immediate 
of'the institution, acting in concert with tlie view 
^ General Committee of Public institution, wjU 
(Smteftetla rentier t he College in every respect, more res- 
p^ulmtihiieffictent, and redound greatly^- we should 
uttppoM, to the credit and honor of Government, c 

It srill be seen by this extract, that some irf' the most 
inteilisent members of the so'vice familiar with ell that 
telsied to the Tmimbairab Trust, and thy Nawab Moo- 
tautiJn Himself, were dropittidn; (hal the cstoWi^eot 


of a College and School' et Ht^U, whrtib has been4e> 
Honneed as spoil ition and a viols'iion-of . the Trust, wosW 
not be at all inconsistent with the spirii'of tite benevolent 
views of the 'I’estator as indicated in his will'. 

After tbe remnrks above quoted^ ihe Local 
Committee thus proceed f — 

" As the beat mode therefore of carrying tlie wishes of 
Governiueut into exectition, we would suggest that a 
fund should be formed, comprising in tbe first place tlie 
surplus profit" of the Jeaaore Estates, to which we would 
propose secondly to add the interest of six lafclis of ru¬ 
pees. Tbe rest of the surplus funds, amounting to 
about 1,47,00' Us,, we would propose, should be set 
aside for tlie purpose of meeting the estimates of the 
new buildings. 

The gross annual income of the Imambarrah 
would then consi-t of the surplus profits of tbe 


.fessore Estates, say about... 60,000 

Interest of Government Securities. 30,000 


Sa. Us. 80.000 

This money, we would propose to divide into 9 Shares 
as laid down in the Trust Deed, and to appropriate the 
same as follows, viz. 

Two-ninth Share of Sa. Rs. 17,776. 

Ist, To the Mootawallee one share, as by 

Towleiitnimeh or Sa. lU. 8,888 

2nd. I'othe Siiperinleiideut of the College, 

as iy the ordeis of Government. 3,000 

3il. Unappropriated, to be disposed of as the 
Committee of Government may «i-c lit, such 
as Law Charges, books, medals, reward, &c. 6,288 

Sa. Rs. 17,776 


Three-ninth Share oi Sa. R$. 26,664. 


Ist. Expences of the Moliuriiiro charities, 
ptapers, &c. taken on an average of 3 

years about. 12,000 

2nd. Expences of (he Hospital as per en- 

clo-ed estimate about. 6,000 

3d. Expences of the MussafTurkhaiiah as 

per do. do.^. 2,400 

4th. Expences of me Primary and English 

Schools, do. 6,600 

6ih, Unappropiiated.... j. 764 


Sa. Rs. 26,664 


Four-ninth Share or Sa. Rs.36,652. 

Ist. Salary of officers, servants and pen¬ 
sioners, taken on an average of 3 years 

about. 1.6,000 

2d. Expences of (he new College about.... 20,009 

3d. Unappropriated.-. 662 


Sa. Rs. 36,662 

proceeding in this manner, it appears to us, that 
(he iunds will be appropriated, in conformity to the 
wishes of the founder, anti that Government in establish- 
ing this College, will not be Jtoble to the imputation «f 
having in any way interfered ^itb tbe i^rimate purpose 
of the surplus funds. \Vc are tndneed to press this 
ject on the particular notice o{ your Committee, iit.ooA- 
sequence oltan individual who claims hereditary sac- 
cession to the vacant MootawalJiship,baying, after being 
baffied in the Zillah and Provincial Court of AppCsda 
preferred a special appeal oo this matter to the Court of 
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SiMlder D«wanny Adawlat, and to ]iu having moreover 
presented petitions to the Collector ae well At to the 
Jm^ge of thie District, calliDg to questioB' the rigirtof 
Government to appropriate the funds in the manner 
suggested, and at once broadly stating that such appro< 
ptiation is contrary to tlie intention of the founder Hajia 
Alohamroed Mohsin. , 

The report also suggested, that in order to 
render the Hospital efficient, it would be plac¬ 
ed under the charge of their Secretary, the 
Medical officer of the station. 

In 1836 the Local Agents submitted a re¬ 
port, dated Ist June, regarding the origin, 
present state, and proposed enlargement of 
oftheHugli Imamharrah and establishments 
appertaining tlierelo, the extension of the 
plan proposed by the Local Committee pro¬ 
portioned to the increased funds and more 
consonant with Ihecxisling feeling of the na 
tive community. In this report the funds de 
rived from the Syudporo estate and other 
lands are slated to ainout to 60,575, and (h 
vested funds to have accumulated to nearly 
nine lakhs of rupees: while the disbursements, | 
at that time, are stated to be 47,642 8 

The proposed extension of the plan is thus 
detailed :— 

Proponed enlarfjemfnt of tUe htst HttHops altached fo the 
hmmharrnh at Huyli together MJtth a detail of (he Beta, 
hluhmentn^ . 


00ft 50 ftOo 0 0 


The Report after Uiis statement furnished 
spme interesting ddtdils of the state of educa¬ 
tion the district, and the desire fur instrad- 
tion^nerally prevalent herein. A sketch is also 
given of a plan of education in tb« proposed 
College, embracing instruciian in Oriental 
and English literatnre and aeience in^generah 
In a letter to the Committee of Public In¬ 
struction from Mr. Offielating Secretary Tof-, 
ren«, dated 8tb April 1835, (Sir Charles M«^ 
calf, Governor-General) the Committee are 
called on byrtlie Governor-General to furnish 
a scheme of a College for general instrueiioU, 
to bo supported out of the funds of the Synd- 
porn -trust. 

In a letter to the General Committee of 
Public Instructi^mof Mr.Secretary Prinsep.'s, 
dated, Conncil Chamber, 28th October 1^6, 
after advertence to the Clause in the will of 
the Hadji, whirli gives full power to the Mn- 
tawallis to “ itp/to/d wVtat they think Jit and to 
resume what they think unfit,” tliere occur tlie 
following passages:— 


Nfit Hiinml firoflis of 
Ibo Syiidpure es- 
Ifilc and other pr >- 
pt'Hy beloDKins lo 
(he ImHnibdrttih, . 

0 

fl 0 

T^oiiiuth Slinic Sa 

lU 11,111 3. 

Ist Mutawall'K Shares, 

6,5.66 

1 0 

2d Serrt'liiry'8 Kalary, 

3,60tt 

0 0 

■3(1 A-sisliini (lilln, .- 

1,200 

0 0 

4th hngliali Wrilfr,., 

3nft 

U 0 

htll AMMIStRIlt 

144 

0 0 

Olli LnapproprUlrd,,, 

252 

1 0 

1 hree-ninih slinre Sa. 

Hi. la.mio-io . 

Ist Mohurruin and 
repairs of htiilillnR. 

12,(100 

6 0 

2n«l IHua-aftrkhaiiah,. 

2,100 

II 0 

3(1 Unappriipiiatnl,... 

3,266 

Ifl u 

Fo ir DlnOi shares Sn. 
Hs 

Ini Solsrien, Peusioiis 
&c. 

16,147 

0 0 

34 HosDitsI. 

6,406 

0 (I 

ad Uuappnipriitted,, , 

579 

4 0 

Sttr,k|i,g fiitidii of (be 
Syedpore rst>i(e, 
amnaated in Feb, 
IS3S, to S*. Hi. 

8,68,781 

0 0 

OiBonth'i luiereil of 
dittn.. 

22,220 

8 I) 


11,111 2 0 


dl.CfiG Id 0 


22,222 4 0 


SO.OUd 0 fl 


Odilnni Tor BoilSins 
College,.. . 

Copilol lo be left in 
OoTernuieat Seen- 
vity,... 

Intereit of diit« *t S 
aer 

Aonnal expeoce of the 
l>mpoMil nsSriumi.. S3,77fc 0 0 

Ditto ditto, Engtieb 
acbooi.. 6 .«fa 0 0 

Ditto diUd, 3 Fi^nuny 
SdhoiiTi..,,, e,«wi ee 

Unoppropriated,.,'. ' « SSS oS‘ 

■ ' jp '■ 'I' I »' 

Total oanniil Income of 
Uw imwotmndli, 


' 8.91,060 8 0 

1,41,06!) 8 0 


7,50,000 e.o 


37,500 a 0 


|7i.to0 0 0 


• 6 


S7,5to « ft 


The Governor-Genera] in Council deem¬ 
ing himsrlf t > have succeeded to the full au¬ 
thority ard powers assigned by Hadji Mohsin 
to the Mootawallis, considers it to be entirely 
in his power to determine upon the appropria¬ 
tion of the funds subject of course totho con¬ 
dition of adhering as closely as possible to the 
wishes of the Testator in points on which they 
hare been declared. 

Now it appears tiiat the growing income 
from the Jcssorc estates was (he only fund 
in the Testator’s contemplation, and the ex- 
penccs uf the Imambarrah, the Mootawallis 
with the pensions and estahiishinenis are 
charged specially upon that income which i .4 
estimated by the Local CuminiUee at Hugli 
to yield the sum of 45,000 rupees per annum. 

The Governor-General in Council, advert¬ 
ing to the conditions of the will, resolves that 
.hree-ninths of the income from the Zerain- 
daries, sliall permanently he assigned for the 
current expences of the Imambarrah. Of the 
two-ninths of the income assigned to (be 
Mootawallis, (but which arc now at the dis¬ 
posal of Government) the Governor-General 
assigns one ninth to the Agent or Muotawalii 
appointed by Government, but he does not 
deem it necessary lo appoint a second Moo!a- 
walli or to appropriate the second niiitli share 
to the Co-Trusteo nominated in the oiiginal 
%iU. This ninth, therefore, will be avail¬ 
able for the general purposes, along with the 
snrpius funds to which I shall presently ad¬ 
vert. It may however be ucce^ary to point 
out that in the above-observations, the princi¬ 
ple to be adopted is intended to be laid down 
rather than the particular course to be fol- 
lowpd in respect to the present representa¬ 
tive of the Government in the office of Moota- 
walib 

Again, In the same letter it is slated, that:— 

“The Governor-General in Coanei){fi|i of 
opinion, that after setling apart, from t^j[p,iast 
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mentioned fund, fiitclt nmount as. mav be 
neoessary to provide appropriate boiidinfs 
or repairing the Imarabarrah and other icli^i' 
oUs edifices, if it should be found necessary 
to.rfiWw them, the entire remainder should 
l^e considered as a trust fund with the interest 
of ^hieji, the other items specified, may be ap¬ 
propriated to (be purposes of education by the 
htrnialion of a collepriate institution impart¬ 
ing; instructions of all kinds in the higher de¬ 
partments of education, according: to the prin-1 
ciples heretofore explained." ' 

Tn a subsequent passaj^e of this letter, the 
Governor-General expresses his opinion, 
that under the wide latitude (riven for the 
determination of the spe(V,gc uses to which 
aii^y surplus funds of the estate to be appro¬ 
priated, he cannot sec tliat the assij;nniont 
of the lar^o surplus which has accniniiiated 
“ to the purposes of education in tlio manner 
stated, will hean^ deviation from llte provisions 
of the deed. 

Similar views beinj; entertained by our pre¬ 
sent Haler, the result was the institiilion of 
the present College of MaliomrniiU hfolisin, 
against which sunli a clamour is now raised 
by certain intcrcMed parties, although the 
Mootawalli hiiusell' is in fact the originator 
of the plan, lie having, as has been shown, 
first proposed the system of general education ; 
and although it must be obvious to every iiii- 
prejndiced person, that if the first appropria¬ 
tion to such a purpose was justifiable, that 
that extension, of which the Mootawalli ai>pruv- 
ed, was fully justified by the large amount 
of surplus funds which had acciiinlated, pend¬ 
ing Hie result of the different suits instituted. 
It may be added that among tlio Malioinmii- 
dan population of the district no dissatisfac¬ 
tion with the arrangement appears to have 
existed until the arrival of the present Moota- 
walli. ' 

On the 20th June 1836, the Government di¬ 
rected (he dismissal of Syud A.li AIcbar from 
Ills oificc of Mootawalli. As be has been 
held up to the public as an injured inno¬ 
cent, dismissed on mere suspicion, it may bo 
useful to set that misrepresentation at rest by 
the following quotation from a letter of Go¬ 
vernment to the Revenue Board 

The B<nrd have clearly shewn that the Syud 
Akbur Khan, taking his own statement of the circum¬ 
stances of the case to be correct, has disobeyed the rules 
specially laid down for Ills observance, and the clear 
tetter and spirit vf the reiterated orders of the 3d of No¬ 
vember IB29, (of which it is proved that he received 
a very sufficeot translation) by appropriating the accu¬ 
mulated proceeds of what is termed the lapsed 19th 
Share'to the uses provided ter by the proceeas of the 
3-9th aad 4-9th snare, and the Governor ciytcurs wilh 
the BoSid jo opinion, that there are strong grounds for 
susfgjefing that the money avowedly tafeep from the 

lapsed l-9th l^are has not 

Account of I-9ih Sliarb. been ^truly aecounti^ ^'for 
Total re-ceipts 23,731. by the Mootawallbe in the 
Total d^bprsement Statement dgUtd the SOtb 


IMA jllBAKAH. 

I appropriated to uses of 1-9th, of April last, and iigDed 
I Share 5,674- by Mr. Coll^ter Belli ef 

Do do.'4-9tb Share less which an Abstract is given 
money, replaced 11,247 iu tlie margin, but has been 

Emliezeled by late Cash- embezzled by Syud Ali Ak* 
keeper 5,299. bur Khan. Thepierson has 

Balance in hand 1,513 been allowed ample oppor- 

- . - laniles, for explanation and 

23,721 defences, but what ha hag 

. . urged with that tendency, 

with fractions is altogether insuffivient and 

unsatisfactory. His reply 
to the additional query, relating to the orders of the 3d 
nf November 1829, as given in paragraph 6 of tlie 
Board’s report of the 21st March last, is specially 
futile. 

Further, it is evident from the opening paragraphs of 
Mr. Blunt's Minute of the 23(1 of March 1829, that 
the conduct of the Mootatvallee previously to that date, 
had been siicli as to subject him to grave suspicions of 
fraud. Mr. Blunt, who argues in his favor on the 
grounds uf prior good character, and of the absence of 
any clear and iuconlesiible proof of misconduct or abuse 
of trust, admits that (he Collector of Jessoru had uo- 
doubledly bi ought to notice discrepancies and errors in 
the accounts uf the esIabliKliment furnished by the Moo- 
tawailee, wliicli at an cailit r period it might have been 
proper to enquire into.’* and the Board now state, that 
the existence of aecuNatioiis against the honesty of .'Mi 
Akber Khan, wa« the immediate cause of the restiictive 
rules framed in 1829, against which that person has 
since s(> seriously traiisgiessed. 

Under ihoso ci'cunfstaDCcs the Governor considers 
it tn be his duty to direct the iinriicdiate dismissal of 
Synd All Akbur Khan fiom the Moulatv.xlleeHliip of 
the Imainbarali at Hoogly. The Board wilt bo pleased 
10 direet acco.itingly, and to iioniinaie ,i -ijcei-ssor to 
tlie office for Ins [.onUliip’s approval. Wboevei niay 
be appointed to tito odice ought to be rerpiiied to fur- 
iiish security fur his faithful discharge of the pecuniary 
trust cunfioed to him. 

If the Board are of opinion that they can establish 
the fact of enibezzelmeiit against the Alootawallco now 
disinisseil by legal evidence, or that there is any process 
by which they can compel him to refund to the lostitu- 
tion the sums which they believe him to have inisappro- 
piiated, they have ttte Governor’s license to proceed 
uitlior criminally or civily against Ali Akber Khan ; 
but (lis Loidship apprehends, that unless other evidence 
titan that now before Government be foribcoining, the 
loss whicl^the funds of the Imainbarah have sustaiued, 
is irretrievable. 

About a montli after Syud All Akbar’s dis¬ 
missal, Syud Zynd-ood-deen Hussein was ap¬ 
pointed acting Mootawalli. He is of the Sheeah 
sent, a very intelligent young man, of a high 
family, of mild and gentlemanly deportment 
and of considerable attainments in Arabic, 
Persian, Hindoostanee and English literature, 
and has some slight knowledge of the elements, 
of (be Latin language. He iammlliariritli some 
of our best lilstorians and poets, and takes 
pleasure in eullivating his mind. This gentle¬ 
man performed the duties of Mootawalli for 
a year to the ^tisfactioti, not only of the lo^ 
cal Agents, but of all* connected wilh the 
institution. TbeMoburrum of last jrear was 
conduoted,by him with a splendour silrpasshig 
any thing witnessed in the time df the Hadji 
himself, and yet at scarcely more than a 
mojetf^a/ the eApeqee. foraerJj iasished or 
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riillier it wan pretendeil was lavished 

on that ceremony. He found tiie sums allow¬ 
ed for the Imambarrah amply aullicicnt fot 
every purpose, and his disUibotion of them 
gave universal satisfaction. Syiid Zyud- 
ood'dceii, however, w,as considered too young 
for such an iinporlant trust, and the Hoard of 
Revenue accordingly, with the sanction of 
Government, appointed the present Mootawal- 
li, Synd Keramut Ali, who was strongly re¬ 
commended to tiiem. , 

In the meantime the College had been es- 
labliNlied, the large house of General Perron’s 
heiug appropriated to the pni'^msc. and on the 
1st Augnst 18.'}6, this noble institution coiu- 
inrnced with 1,600 pupils, 250 of wliom were 
Mohaiiimiidans, on asyslein embracing eduea- 
tion in every department of Oriental and^ Eu¬ 
ropean science and Literature, except the 
Greek and Latin languages, witlioiit distinc¬ 
tion of caste or cieed ; and willi some slight 
fluctnations in numbers, the good work con¬ 
tinues, and it is proposed either hy the altera- 
liun ut the building now used, oi by the erec¬ 
tion of a new one, to aceominodalc the students 
in an elegant structure which Ituaring the 
name of the bi'iievoleiil founder, will hand it 
down to posterity as that of a real bunofacLor of 
his race. 

• 

The eslalilialiinent of the College gave sa¬ 
tisfaction to ali classes of people ; and iiiilil 
the new Mootawuli arrived, not a whisper of 
discontent was heard. He, however, lias aea- 
loiisly laltoured, it seems, to laise a clamour 
against the appropriation of any part of the 
funds to education, and especially to English 
education, and is desirous of having the 
whole surplus fund devoted to the Imaiiihar- 
lali. As a portion of the press has cagealy cs 
ponsod his cause, and held his conduct upas 
an example of singular integrity, disinterest- 
i-dness and moral courage in a native, it may 
he worth while to olTer a few remarks on that 
subject. • 

It is alleged that tliis gentleman’s religious 
scruples have impelled him to the extraordi 
;.ary course he has adopted, and that his 
conscience will not allow him to witness the 
appropriation of any part of the accumulated 
surplus fund of the Syudpore estate to the 
purposes of education. In the first place, 
liis consciene cannot be concerned in the 
matter, for lie is not morally responsible for 
the interpretation of the will, nor is he called 
on to perfrom any dnty whatever at variance 
tvith the most rigid roles of his faith ; or to 
which he can with any show of reason pretend 
to have anj objection on the score of religion.* 
He rests his opposition to the appropriation 
of any portion of the funds to the. purpose 
of education chiefiy on the alleged incorrect¬ 
ness of the interpretatKin of the words Ukhra- 
jot-ukutna, which he nraintains do not mean 
“ benevolent expenditures,” or any expendi¬ 
tures for any purpose whatever, exolu* 
sively appertaining to religious offices, and to 
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the Sheeah seel, and to that sect only, 
spfto ^ this learned quibbling, which would 
do no jaiscredit to the ingenuity of a petii- 
foggrng old Bailey lawyer, the word husua. 
is a common word which requires no legal 
or logical subtllly for Its in erpretation, and 
which does, in thh opinion of perwns as 
well versed in the language as the Syod, 
bear the interpretation put upon It: but in 
point* of fact, the words “benevolent ex- 
pondiiures” do nut occur in the authen¬ 
ticated Iraiislation* of the will upon which 
(Joverninent appear to have acted. It has 

•No. 


lU'l 

Ic^filile. 


In file ttsme of tUe merci¬ 
ful anti griylmis God. 

'I'wenty first. 

No 122. 


llc^isteied by me at Ilnogh- 6 
ly itu> iii'itli day of June, 
lUOb, ut ilic hour of iliit-e 
(U) uiidei No O-J, Page PO, 
ot Itook containing l)e^4 of 
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1, Tfailjee Moliamed Mohsin, the son 
oflfadjiiu Fyzouviroollah. the dosccn- 
daiikofAga Fuzzlwnollali, .in iiihabiianl 
of the J’ort of llonghly, do, in a condi- 
ijoii to perform all Icg.il acts, of iny 
tri ■' will and iiirlinaiion, make this 
valid and lawful declaration. 

That wliereas 1, the obliger, have no 
sons or descendauts or family or kindred 
or relations who could become my le¬ 
gal heirs, and am desirous to uphold 
tlie usage of expenditures fur the perfor¬ 
mance of acts of ]>iely, such as prayers 
for the Iluzrauts and so forth (ou whom 
rest mercy and grace) which are esta¬ 
blished in ray family. 'J'herefore, the 
Zamindary of the Kismut of Syudpore 
Etsetera appertaining to the ZiUah of 
Jessore and the Furgunuah of Soob- 
lall within (he said Zillab, and one 
house within (he station of Hooghly, 
named the Emambany, and Emam- 
bazar and Market in the station of 
Hooghly, and the articles and effects 
of the Emambarry, agreeably to a se¬ 
parate Schedule, which have come to 
the inheritance of me, the obliger, and 
which I hold iij> to this period in roy pro¬ 
prietory ^ all these together with their 
rights and appendages, and whatever 
is therein, or emanates therefrom, or is 
connected therewith (bS it (rifling or 
..... , raat) I do hereby consecrate in per- 

■The College is M entirely distinct mstitution, with 'petuity to thu special Service of God 
which the Mootawalli bu no concei a Ji.,r expenditures particularized below, 
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tie«n shown thoy rest on oilier and macb 
more itinjvonant Wi»'ds in the will. Tlis^ aloufe 
are morallv and legally responsible forftiieir 
liitef^rMatioo of the will, and tbdir interprer 
bos received the conenrrenoe ofMa- 
w^liaudans of both sects, as well as of some 
^ thb biost enlightened Europeans, who had | 
no Interest whatever in the misappropriation 
of the funds. The idea of the Sy'ad’s .consoi- 
ence then being concerned in the mattdr, is 
a farce, and one single fact alone,, in addition I 
to all that has been stated, will serve to shew' 
the fatility of bis whole argument. That 
argument goes to this extent, that the appli- 
nation any portion of the food to the bene- 
ii't of any one not of the Sheea sect, or to 
any" purpose not connected, with the Sheeah 
/nth, is contrary to the will and to the in¬ 
tentions of the benevolent Testator. This 
point is argued at great length, and the 
Soohni sect is specifically excluded from 
all such benefit. Now what is the fact? that 
THE HADJI HIMSELF PLACED SOONNiS ON THE 
LIST OF PENSIONERS, that very list annexed to 
the will! Moreovertlio Hadji himself isnn- 
derstood to have dispensed his charities with¬ 
out reference to caste or creed. 

Again, if this l^aniol come (o judgment, 
rests on what is specified in the will, where 
does he find in it any mention for example 

and having appointed Rajjab Ali Khan the descendant 
of Shaikh Mohammed Saddick and Sakeer Ally Khun 
the descendant of Ahmed Khan (who have been tried 
by me, the obliger, in relation to tlmir judgment and 
-^odence./aith and probity) as procurators thereof, I 
have delivered over the saiil consecrated property to 
the said two several persons, that aiding and assisting 
each other, in all matters, and concurring and agreeing 
in coansei and opinion, they go on to effectuate the pur¬ 
pose thereof in the manner following. 

The said procurators, after liquidating the revenue 
to Government, will divide the remainder • of the 
money aiising from the produce of the said possessions' 
into nine shares, three shares of which they will, in 
the first place, disburse, in causing prayers to be offered 
up for the Prophet who is the chief of mankind and the 
last of tlie Propliets, and for the holy Imaums (on the 
whole of whom may the favor and mercy of God rest) 
and for the expenses during the period of the holy Mo- 
hurrum and for all the other holy Imaums; and tor the 
repairs of the Emambarry and the Sepulchres, and two 
share thereof the two proprietors wil! take and appro¬ 
priate for their own expenses in equal portion, and 
four shares they will give to the officers transacting 
business, and to those whose names are stated in yie 
separate sheet under the seal and signature of this signer. 
And in relation to the daily expences, and the allow- 
iMoea to persons on^ pay, and to men of respectability, 
aitd to Peadahs^and other persons, wlio are now in service, 
th« said procurators have the power, when 1 am no 
more, and they wiU uphold whatever they think fit, and 
resume'whatever they deem unfit-, aad I have conferred 
the general superintendency on the said two persons that 
whenever the said procurators consider themselves 
ttaableto discharge the duties of their psocuratorship, 
whomsoever they shall consider as most fit anik proper, 
may appoint as .procurators and substUutes in 
tbeusteads. 

Wherefore, these words are ekeeuted nod delivertd 
in the nature of ao dbligaliOD to be bindiDg ia tbe tiine 
ef QtMd. « • 


of a .Mat^sihhana ? Yef, - 

Hadji <m« has beeii nmintalfied ^eilli^ du 
name or in realility. Titese aroTathec fitting 

facts against Keraiiuntit Ait’s 

With regard to hU disihtefefitednaad, tvhfbh 
is so highly praised,'-it may 'bb very gre^i,; 
but a struggle to gbt tiie brrhtfoul of targe 
funds, ill association with those wito have 
been dismissed and degraded under elretit^- 
stances that cinight ihake an honorable man' 
chary of associating with them for any pvl-- 
pose, is rather an equivocal mode of display¬ 
ing the virtue of disinterestedness. If such 
a proceeding be a proof of it, we need not go 
far among the Native community for many 
examples of it. 

That any moral conrage is required to un¬ 
dertake such a struggle is a posilion diilicult 
to reconcile with the argument, that the 
Government uonid not resent such n proceed¬ 
ing without gross tyranny and injustice. The 
fact is, the Syud has reckoned on having a 
party on his side, and on obtaining by means 
of clamour and possibly legal quibbles, a 
result which he could never hope to obtain 
from justice and conituun sense. 

Iftliij Government have misappropriated or 
are misappropriating the Trust, it cannot be 
denied that they have done so delilierately. 

Written this ninth (Oili) day of the month of llysack 
Hijree year l‘2‘21, corie'.puiiiling with the liongal year 
1213,one thousand two hundred and thirteen. 

Compared by Nundi-am. Hose Moonthe- 
This Copy is agreeably to t le Copy, 

Written on the hack year 1222. 
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tlMrefore, if the allei^tion be welt 
foeaded, eiatld c'oitviisted of fraudnlent abuse 
oIa auored‘ifust; and suoli is in fact the 
oharg^e whkdi Keramut Ait brings against 
tbeui and all who have eoncurred in their 
proceedings ; and su^h is the charge we are 
called oil to believe on the more ipn dixit of 
this new light of the Sheeah sect, who, accord¬ 
ing to Gonnuli^, on one occasion, found his 
conscience so aocorttmodaling as to admit of 
his loading iiounni prajrers and.cursing Ali 
with right good will. The charge is about as 
true as that which be more specifically advan¬ 
ces, that he '* found the accounts of the Imain- 
barrali, all its receipts and disbursements, in 
a state of confusion and ruin." The fact is, 
that that controni which he is struggling to 
overthrow, redeemed them from such a slate of 
ruin and from the grasp of that cointpiion 
which he indiiectlj’ defends by bewailing the 
fate oftliose wlio practised it. 

It is unnecessary to say more on this last 
subject; the public have now the means of 
judging how far the conduct described is 
deserving of the countenance of that aulhori- 
ty whose orders it violates and whose sun- 
duct it impugns. 

The public may also decide for themselves, 
whether it is nr ii not “ fully clear that^ Eng¬ 
lish is of no use to the Natives of India," 
nr wiiether iiislrnclion in that language, is 
likely or not to bo a benefit to Mahoinedans 
as well as other Natives at a time when it is 
becoming tlie language of the Courts and of 
public business, and when the path of preftr- 
nient is opening in tlicm in ooinmon with ail 
other subjects, without distinction of caste 
or creed. They may judge fur themselves 
also, whether a hospital in wliicii 6,000* pati¬ 
ents have heert relieved by European skill 
witliin tliree nionllis, is or is not more beneficial 
than one which existed only in name as an 
exiitise forexpeiidiiiire. Still if these insti¬ 
tutions he, as is contend^l, incompatible 
with the intentions of the Testator and the 
provisions of the will, if all who have investi¬ 
gated the subject for many years without a 
iimlive to bias them' to wiung, are in ehur, and 
Keramut Ali, who has only now come to the 
investigation be right, then down with College 
and Hospital at once, let them not exist an 
hour even though the result should be that 
fraud should be again triumphant and misery 
unrelieved. 


To the Editor of the Bengal Hurharu. 

Sir,—I f any further proof were needed of 
the rottenness of that cause which your corres- 
pondentSHpAs espouses, it is abundantly sup¬ 
plied in his communMation; for, unable io 
meet a single argument advandbd by me« lie 
is driven to the unworthy resource of misre 
presenting what I have sgid and dtiwing 
inferences directly opposed to the f4ct. 

My letter, to which healleotsto reply, while 

<>« leaveinvmytnpottRBtpointin itantoueiiiiil 


had speeial reA^eitce to Keramut Alt*Ji 
mematinito the Board of Revenue. In that 
docnipeitt he broadly asserts that Englisls 
education can be of no use to the natives of 
India.* I alluded to this opinioii of his, merely 
ns illustrative of the value of his judgment 
and of the extent of tliat {earning and talent 
for which some of his partizans so eagerlji 
givejiim credit, f have never attemptod tts 
maintain that the utility of English educatioii 
could be any* reason for disregarding the in¬ 
tentions of a testator. On the contrary, I 
have re.sted entirely on the perfect compati¬ 
bility of English education with the spirit of 
the will and the intentions of the benevolent 
testator, as interpreted, not by the Oovern- 
ment, but even by% Sheeah Mootawalti and 
concurred in by utlier Slioeas. 

I have not rested tnerelg on what Govern¬ 
ment thought Jit to do; I have contended and 
do contend, that both morally and legally 
Government are fully justified in the ooursef 
which they have pursu^. 

Your correspondent reiterates the assertion 
that the whole tenor of the Hadji’s will 
“ shows that tiie appropriation was entirely 
for the henejit of hit own partitular eect, and for 
benevolent or charitable purpotes of thoteofhie 
own penuation.” 1 deny this assumption,) and 
I will trouble your correspondent to roconcilo 
it with the fact staled by me that the Hadji 
liimsotf placed Eoonni pensioners on the list' 
annexed to the will and referred to therein! 
Soonnis are included in that li.st. Why do 
Sheeas, and even your friend Aloo Bokhara, 
shiik ali reference to this fact? and why did 
Keramut Ali sink all mention of it? I wnl tell 
\oii ; becau.se they could not venture to deny 
it, and they dared not grapple with it, for it 
flodrs their whole argument; it proves that 
the Hadji’s intentions were not of that exelu- 
five nature which they endeavour to prove 
that they were. 

Your corre.spondent says that “ if the idea 
nf English education orginated with Newab 
Akbar AH Khan, it was not in accordaneo 
with the will," Here is a specimen of the mis¬ 
representation by which your correspondent 
endeavours to diminish the force of that which 
he cannot answer. I did not use the word 
idea. I stated distinctly that Akbar Ali 
Khan first proposed the establishment of a 
school for English and Bengali education ; 
the school was established in consequence, 
and the Hugli College is only an extension 
of the plan. • 

Yonr correspondent says that Ali Akbar,' 
if he acted according to the will, had no or¬ 
ders to receive.” 

*The*inan who in the present day advances such an 
asiertioD, affords thereby c proof, not merely of his ig¬ 
norance, but of bis impudence in setting up hie intlivl- 
dual opinion of tfae utitity to these people of India af 
a language of tdwh he knows not a word, in oppositiHli. 
iQ thegeaerii decree ntanihsted by them to aequirAit* 
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This assertiuD implies a dehial of all right i^n 
the Government to interfere. Now that iseoing 
farther than ever Keramat Ali has vet^'^iiref) 
tb gb—unacrupuloos as be appears to be in se 
'Veral of his assertions ; for even he does not 
deny that in a case of proved corruption the Go. 
rernine^t had a right to displace the Curators. 
Alox) Bokhara admits the same. The Govern¬ 
ment did dismiss the orginal Montawallisfor 
proved corruption, and their decision‘was 
confirmed by the Zilla and Sadder Dewanny 
Courts to whom the heir of one of the dis¬ 
placed Mootawaliis appealed to be restored 
to the office of Mootawalli. The Government 
then became, according to Maliommedan law, 
Mootawaliis, with all the powers conferred by 
the will on the orginal Mofittiwaliis. 

They then appointed Akbar Ali to act under 
them as Mootawalli or Naib Mootawalli; and 
it is rather a novel doctrine that those who 
have the power to appoint, have no power to 
cotroul the appointed. Keramat Ali de¬ 
clared in my presence, that he was peifocilv 
aware that he was not to have the entire con- 
troul but to aot under the orders of Government 

Your correspondent next assorts, that if 
Ncwaub Akbar was dismi.sscd for disobe¬ 
dience of orders, it is to be inferred that he 
would not submit to the whole extent of mis¬ 
appropriation which the governor required.” 
A very pretty specimen of « non setjuiturt The 
fact happens to be directly the iever.se: the 
Government turned out Akbar All because 
f/icy could not submit to his misappropriation, 
and ndt because he would not submit to' 
theirs ; but his misappropriation bad nothin<>- 
todo with education of any kind. “ 

With reference to the a.«scr(ion that if every 
purpose specified in the will were elllcienlly 
provided for, there could be no surplus funds 
1 shall merely remark that it only provc.s tbo’i 
writer’s total ignorance of tbe nature of the I 
endowment. 

One word more and I have done. I have 
maintained that by Maliommedan law the 
Government succeeded to all the powers of 
the displaced Mootawaliis; they are in fact 
Mootawaliis, and have so declared them- 
selves, and the person they appoint is no more 
»« realty than Naib Mootawalli. Such is 
Keramat All. As Mootawalli.^, the Go¬ 
vernment have, by the will, full power to up- 

hold what they think fit and to resume what flien 
think unfit," why have your correspondents 
shirked these strong points also ? 1 await their 
answer. 

COMMON SENSE. 

' Bengal Hurharu, July 21.] 

^ To the Editor of the Bengal Hyrharu • 

Sir, —We have been much amused with 
the reply of Common Sense to our letter, more 
from the want of temper and judgment he be¬ 
trays than from the want <of sense which so¬ 
phistry and contradictions show, and which 
■we now proceed to expose, without, however, 


being disposed to enter into a paper war to 
which ho seems unequal. 

We made no reference but to the letiers of 
Aloo Uokhska, tbe Fhirndof Inou, and Coiu- 
MON Sense. Wbat Commoji Sense's tetter refer¬ 
red to is quite ioimaiertai to the question. 
Kuraiuut Alec may deny that English edaca- 
tion is of use to the natives of India; we do 
not deny that education of any kind is of great 
u.se, and that^tlie Hiigli College is one of great 
utility, but the quid recte does not always fol¬ 
low the guid utile. Common Sense says, that he 
never attempted to maintain that the utility of 
English education could be any reason for dis¬ 
regarding the intentions of a testator j yet the 
whole tenor of bis writing—fur it cannot be 
di.slinguisbed as rca.soning,—is to show, not 
to prqve, that tbe utility of theHugli College 
lakes it consonant with the will and inten¬ 
tions of the testator. 

Wc have not sufficient deference to the 
jjodgment of Common Sense to admit that Go¬ 
vernment are moially, legally and fully justi¬ 
fied in the cour.se tliey have pursued, nor arc 
wo disposed to dispute the morality of any 
Government whi>'h is compo.sed of mere mo¬ 
ral mortals like ourselves. Though the Morale 
of Government may sometimes be different 
trniri that of individuals, the Legate yte deny 
as fully as the justification of Common Sen.sb. 

Our interpretation of the Hajec's will, in 
aur humble opinion, though notin the superior 
onoof Common Sense, is a correct one, confirin- 
d by many more competent to judge of it 
than Common Sen.se The fact of Soonnies be¬ 
ing on tbe list of pensioners, does not invali¬ 
date that interpretation. Charity is universal 
and may inelucle Cliristian.s and Hindoos and 
others, with the principal object of charities ; 
but a grasping measure, which nearly ex¬ 
cludes the principal objects of a benevolent 
institution founded by a benefactor of a parti¬ 
cular sect for tbdsnpport of that sect, and their 
faith cannot surely come under any kind of 
charity. 

It makes no difference whether the idea, 
or tbe 'proposal, of a school, originated 
with Akbar Aloe Khan ; for we suppose 
that Common Sense is sufficiently acquainted 
with metaphysics to know that tbe proposal 
followed the idea, and we cannot conceive 
any proposal that did not originate in ideas. 

We still maintain that if Akbar Alee Khan 
acted according to the will, he had no 
orders to receive : Government has only the 
power of appointing a Mootawalli to a va¬ 
cant Waqf, and dismissing him for corruption 
orother gross misconduct; but having appoint¬ 
ed one, the Mootawalli is to act only upon 
the deed under which bis appointment is 
conferred, and not according to the will or 
orders of the governing power. If the prin¬ 
ciple oft interfeirenoe on the part of Go¬ 
vernment were once admitted, it would des¬ 
troy all security for Waqf property, and it 
is well known, that one of the principal 
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earlier, since numerous complaints were made 
to the Local Agrents, before any inquiries were 
set Jon foot. In 1817 the Mootawallies were 
actually put out, on their conduct being 
found, as alleged, unauthoriaod, unjustiftable 
and prolligate " The inquiries made about them 
were oliiotty through the Revenue awtborltles 
and Akhbar AH Ktan ; the latter was himsqjr 
placed in charge of the Tuolesut after he tiad 
given Ills opinion of iho corruption of his prede¬ 
cessors. Il»vw these inquiries were conducted, 
and what were the proofs adduced for the 
establishment of the charges, the narrator does 
not mention. But as Revenue Authorities only 
conidinake out cbarges,ii would have been 
satisfactory, if the same were transferred to 
a judicial Court /or investigtion and abjudi¬ 
cation. I believe it is opposed to every princi¬ 
ple of justice for the accusers to sit in judg¬ 
ment against the accused, and pass a verdict. 
As the properly was private, the moreeqnlta- 
blo course would have been to suspend the 
Mootawallies from acting andhave the subject 
We do not submit to any thing that Com- of the accusation examined by a judicial tri- 
MoN Sensk maintnins at the conclusion of his bunai, and retain or remove them on the doci- 
reply, andbis writings have tended to con- sion of the court; and until this was done, the 
firm our opinions. We have no wish to quarrel whole course of the inquiries set forth hy the 
with such an ira.scihic heiiig as Common Sense Revenue Authorities, did not warrant llioir re- 
siiows himself to be and who inntiadicts his inoval. Wo have little lodo with the subsequent 
own title; but when he attempts to rc%sou wc proceedings of the opposite party or the claim 
would recoiniiicnd his doing so witliout aNow- sot forth by the Moolubanna. It is cnougli lor our 
ing his irritation to subdue bis judgment, for purpose to know that the Mootawallies were ac« 
such is the nature of that "furor brents and ciised of nial-practiocs, or, as the narrator says, 
wc shall then have a proper respect for bis ar- of nefarious conduct, and were deprived of Ino 
gumentative decisions. Wc quarrel only about TuolceiU on the verdict ot llioir arcusers. 
moral entities and not with i)by.sical beings. bioiight the whole of the Waqf auavs, under 

the nianageinoiit of the Govrninent ; who, 
SllEEAS. instead of acting as faithful superintendents 
ill restoring tliing.s to their original state, 
should they have been found to have departed 
, * from it, laid down new plans for the di.sposal 

To the hditor of the Jiftiffal ffurkaru. yf jl„. ptr„fjf{unAs, plans which the founder of 
Sir, —The long account contained in your the Waijf never directed ; plans totally at va- 
paperoftho I9tii iiisimit, rcgaiding the Woo/* rianec with the iialiirc of the Win//. In the ad- 
of Ilajee Moliuininiid Molwin, of ITitgii is oress of tlic SnuiiA.s, as inscited in your co- 
iiileresliiig. The writer ol’tliis aiticle takes us luiiins of the 17th instant, it is said that the 
to a period anterior to the IVrt///', and tells us nature of the Wat/f was such that there could 
the name of the person who built tlie Iiiiam- he nosuipliis funds, and this is fully oorroho- 
harali. But the subject of our discas.sinn dates laiodby the tenor of the Wtuifuama wlioroin 
from the period of the Wtuf made by the these words occur,” I therefore hereby be- 
Ilajeo and his appointment of the two Moola- qiieatb, purely for the sake of God, the ioAo/eof 
wallees, to whose honest care ho entrusted the the above property, with all its rights, iinmuni- 
nianagement of his fFayf, after making a hand- ties and privileges, whole and entire, tittle or 
some allowance to them of no less than two- much, in it, with it, or from it, and wltalever (by 
ninths of the entire proceeds of the property, w^y of appendage) might arise from it, relate or 
The narrator then goes on to say that the Tuo- belong to it, as a permanent appropriaton for 
leeiu was consigned to the charge of tho the following expenditures. Surely these words 
Mootawallies sometime a'lleiior to the death do not anticipate surplus fiitids; for a.s tlio 
of the Hajee who died in April 1812 . At this Sheeas say that any thing ariiung from the 
time, we have the Hajue’s own words, that the War/f properly must partake of the nature of 
Mootawallies of his appointment were " tried such Waqf, and so did the Hajee consider it, 
and approved hy him, as possessing under- when he says, “ and whatever might ari.se from 
standing, knowledge,, religion and probity.’' it. We ask then, where did the Government 
Three years subsequent to this period, in 1815, find tho sttrplm fund which they kept hack 
wc are told that these good men, having such for establishing a College for the .study of the 
high recommendations from the founder him- English language. The putnee property beloog- 
sojf, were found “entirely* devoiih of every od to the W^o<j/, and all profits arising from it 
principle of justice and integrity;' a strange also belonged to Uhe Waqf ; whence comes 
mctamorpliosis in so short a time of their!this surplus then i wish the narrator woajd 
mental and moral qualities I The change i|t explain ?• The assent of a few Mahomnse'' 
their disposition mu st have commouced much dans, oi even that of Akbar Ali Khan himself. 


objects of a Waqf, is lo secure it against tho en¬ 
croachments of a Government. It is the duty of 
a Government only to see that the Mootawal- 
liee executed all the intentions of the will 
andcr which he aeis, and to contronl him for 
imrraption or miscondact, without interfering 
with the execution of the will. This issiifiioi- 
ent to show that a Government could never be¬ 
come Mootawallies, which would be putting 
property within their grasp which was intend¬ 
ed to be secured against it. . 

If Government turned out Akbar Alee Khan 
for his mis-appropriation, Ihcy did very right ; 
but what is to bo done against the mis appro¬ 
priation of Government ? We are poor Sbeoas 
and very much iiiciincd to benefit by the few 
lacks of rupeo.s of which we have been depriv¬ 
ed by the utility of the Hiigli College ; for 
we am still convinced that there could he no 
surplus funds if the intentions or the will of 
the te.statur had been fully executed. 
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Cwlio hy w«« rawarded with the Tuoleeut 

for aucb auiaent) forms DO part of the doctrind 
of-.tbe Mabommedan creed. Wo must look 
to, tboir Fooquka and Oolurm, to the riluais of 
tiipir faitli, and to their other iheolojrical works, 
for decision of so serious a question as 
iavelvestthe desecration of Wattf rights. It| 
would ho tedious to follow up the narrator 
through all his iongthy and elaborate explana- 
tioDS, nor is it necessary for the proof of the 
desecration to do so. I oppose ^he Shcras' 
address to all what the narrator has said, and 
if he can get out of the dilerania into which the 
SflBRAS have placed him, I shall deem him a 
mighty clever fellow ; but, alas! he has not 
a leg to stand upon ; the exi.stence of tlie 
I^ugli College and the ^Ijenatiun of tlie 
funds are .stumbling blocks in hi.s wa)'. 1( he 
were to wiite twice as much as be has written, 
1 fear he will still fail in succeeding to remove 
the obloquy with which the conduct of the 
Government is uow stained by the desecration 


of oonseorated rights for the pntisotte of ad> 
vaneing their own language. The scandal 
put upon Meer Kerarani; All is too pitiful te 
need a consideration, while the Meer’s conduct 
pronoiinees him to bo a just, ooasoientioas, 
honest and disinterested mpn! 

In conclusion, I beg to .say, that instead of 
resorting to lengthy writings and elaborate 
discourses to remove the stigma now fixed 
on the Government, for usurping consecrated 
property, the easier and the only method 
would be for them to restore the Wes/to its 
original and legitimate purpose. 

I am, Sir, your most obdt. Sevt, 

' ALOO BOOKHAUA. 

23d July, 1837. 


ZKMINDA.RRY AND RYOTWAREE SYSTEM. 


The comparative merits of the Ziimindary > (he respective rights of these parties; the 
system, as it prevails in the permanently .set-j condition of the ryot* or the actual culliva- 
tled provices of Bengal, Beliar, and Orissa,' tois of the soil is the subject to which we beg 
and those of the Ryotwaree System which oh- jto direct the altenticn of our readeis : it is the 
tains nnijcr tlie presidency of Madras, present state ol this class under the permanent settle- 
one of the most important and interesting jraent of Bengal which we propttse to coiinpare 
questions in tlie Revenue system of India. i with the eonilition of the saiue class under the 
With the features of the permanent .settlement'ryoltortcy system of tlie sister presnlency of 
concluded by the Marquess of Cornwallis, our ' Madiaj,. The estates liaiing.as we have stated, 
readers are no doubt acquainted. We shall j he^n farmed out to different individuals, .se- 
bowever give a general view of them here, i veral regulations were enacted, by virtue of a 
Prior to 1703, when the permanent settlement provision in the settlement to that effect, lor 
was made, several other settlements for differ- ‘the proteotlon of the ryots against the undue 
ent periods had been tried. At the end ofeach cxeie.iseof powiv.^ by the Zumindars. AiVt- 
the utmost efforts were made do raise the Hc-lriknamah or rales of rent cliargeahlo on c^^i^h 
venue deiived from each Zutnindary, until' description of soil was eslabjished by which 


the last periodical settlement, which was de¬ 
cennial, and concluded on the mostadvan-j 
tageuns terms which could possibly bo secured 
Dt that time. The most prominent feature of 
the settlement was, that ihejumma or the re¬ 
venue of each estate, and not the quantity of 
xemin or land was tlie basis of the contract be¬ 
tween the Government and the faiiners. 
Government ascertained that each estate had 
yielded so much, and putting it up to the high 
«st bidder, discovered that it could yield no 
saoiatand aiycordingly settled with the highest 
bitJder, at the maximum offer. The decennial 
concluded, was watched in its 
iJ^ratioD duiing its probationary period, and 
having been found advantageous wassuhmitted 
.for, apd received the sanction of tly» Court of 
- Biirectors. This settlement was declar.#d per 
Btanent in 17d3. 

■ It is sot our intention, oe the present acca- 
•ion to enter into the relative .positions in 
which this settlement places the Oavernment 
and the Zumindars or farmers, nor to examine 


the Zuinindnr is prevented from demanding 
from his yyots, more than a certain amount of 
rent for each dc.sci iplion of field. For a paddy 
field the ryot has to pay at a certain rale, for 
that of a more valuable crop at a higher rale, 
and so on. This arrangement, whilst it guards 
the ryot against any unreasonable demand 
from the zemindar, admits of tlie improve¬ 
ment of the different field.s; for if a ryot can by 
bis industry so improve a rice field as tomake 
it yield a more valuable crop, bis own profit 
will be greater, whilst the profit of the Zu- 
mindar will also increase by the Increased rate 
of rent, which the ryot will then have to pay 
him according to the Nirikuamah. 

By these regulationa.So long as a ryot pays 
his rent regularly, the* zeioinder has not the 
power to oust him out of his lands, and give 
them to another; vthilst the ryot, if be be dissa¬ 
tisfied with his Zuminder, or find the rates unfa¬ 
vorable, may quit his land and go to any other 
Zemindar he may prefer. This is the greet 
moral check which the Zumiodars under Uid 
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p«raiatteiit«(>tt1«meiith«v« over their romiact 
tuwards the ryots; for as there are Biaay Zutaia* 
dare near eaeli-other* the ryot has a held for 
sdeetion, andehooses him from whom bo ex~ 
peoU the createatadvantages. The tyrant and 
the oppressor is deserted by them, and taught, 
by the loss whioh liesuiTcrs, in consequence of 
such desertion, the neoessily of a milder and 
mure liberal treatment of his ryots. Thus we 
find that, nnderthe Zuinindary System, the in¬ 
terest of the Zumindar is identified with that 
ofliisryot, and the latter cannot be injuiod 
H'ithont injury to the former. Hence then a 
sufficient security is afforded to the ryot, his 
fields so long as he pays rent, arehis own, and 
he has in his own hands (he means of improv¬ 
ing Ills fortune, and with industry and jiidici 
ous management of rising, by degrees, even 
to a Zumindary. Wo deny not that H|is as 
well ns all human institutions, is open to 
abuse : by taking advances, failing to pay rent, 
and in various other wavs, llie ryot may place 
liimscifin a verv dependant .situation on the 
Zemindar. But it .sliould he recollected that 
this would be his own voluntary net ; at least 
tlierc is nothing in the nyHem to bring about 
such a state ot thing.s necc$.sarily. 

From iho above brief sketch of the condi¬ 
tion of ryoU under the Zumindary System of 
this presidency, let us turn to the Kyfitwary 
sy.sleni of Madras. On tliis siii>ject we cannot 
do better than ({uoto the words of Mr. Tiickei 
and Mr. Fiilinrton, gentlemen intiiiiately ac¬ 
quainted with the principles aud working of 
the .system :— 

“ My «i.sh,” .say.s Mr. Tucker, “ is not to ex¬ 
aggerate ; but wiien I find a system requiring 
a multiplicity of insiriinieiits, surveyors, and 
inspectors ; a.ssessors, ordinary and cvteaordi- 
nary : potail.s, curnuin.s, tebe.ildais.and outeli- 
erry servants ; and wlicn 1 read the deseiip- 
tion given of tlie.se officers by the iuo.st zealous 
advocates of the system, tlicir peiiodical visi¬ 
tations are pictured in my imagination as the 
passage of a flight of locusts, devoniingiri 
their course the fruits of the earth. For such 
eoinpliciitcd details, the most select agency 
would be required; whereas (he agency whicli 
be can command, is represented to bo of the 
most questionable character. We do not 
merely require experience and honesty to ex¬ 
ecute one great undertaking ; the work is ever 
beginning and never ending, and calls for a pe 
rennittl stream of intelligence and integvitg. And 
can it be doubted, that the people are oppress- 


and the- other fall : tho Tormer ahonld, 

absosp the possessions of tbo IsiUnr s' 
shoolfl became rich white his neighbour 
luaiued poor; gradations in society shouid 
taka place; and in tJie conrse of tiin«;wn. 
might naturally expect to see the landlordv 
the yeoman, and the labourer. And what pr«« 
vents this iiaturul progression? I should aa» 
.swer, the oncers of gwemmeHt, The fruits of 
indiAtry are nipt in the bud. If one man pro¬ 
duce mure tl^an his fellows there is a puhiio 
•Servaut at hand, al way.s ready to snatch the 
superfluity. And wherefore, then, should the 
husbandman (oil that a stronger may reap the 
produce ? 

“ There are twci^lher circumstances which 
tend to perpetuate this uniform condition. 
The ryoks have no fixed po.s8ession ; they are 
liuhle to be moved from field to Held :lliis they 
somciinu's do of Iheii own aecoid, fur the pur¬ 
pose of obtaining land, supposed to be more 
lightly a.ssesscd; at other times, the land is 
.ssinged by lot, witli a view to more equal and 
inipailial distribution of the good and the bad, 
among the ditferent cultivators. But tliese 
revolutions tend to destroy all local attach¬ 
ment, and are evidently calculated to lake 
a-vay one gieai incentive toaexertioii. 

“ Tlicolher li’velling principle is to he found 
in the iiile, wbicii requires that the lyoi shall 
make good the deflcieiieies of his iieighlioiir 
to the extent of ten per cent. ; Ihai is, t-> the 
extent, ptobaidy, of his whole surplus earnings. 
Of what avail is it that the bii.>baudinaii iie 
diligent, skillful, and successful, if lid is to i>e 
iiiiilctod fur his neighbour's negligence or iiiis- 
rurliine ? A must pay the debt of B. If a vil¬ 
lage be prospero.i.s, it matters little for the 
next vill<iv;e may have been exposed to some 
Cr^amity ; and, from the abundance of the one, 
wc exact wherewithal to supply the deficiency 
,of the other. Is it po.ssible to fancy a system 
! .vltcr calculated to baffle the elTorts of the in¬ 
dividual, to repreiis industry, to extinguish 
hope, and to reduce all touneeomiuun state of 
univer.sal pauperism ? 

“To convey.’* say.s Mr. Fiillarton, “ to the 
mind of an English reader even a slight im¬ 
pression of the nature, operation, and resutte 
of the rgotwar system ofievenue, connected 
with the judicial arrangements of 1815, must 
be a matter of some difliculty. Let him, in th« 
fiut place, imagine the whole landed interest, 
that is, all the landlords of Great Britain, and 


ed and plundered by these muitiform agents ? capital farmers, at onoe swept away 

Tile principle of the Mettleincni is to take one 
third of the gross produce on account of go¬ 
vernment ; and, in order to render the assess¬ 
ment rnodcrate, SirT. Monro proposed to grant 
a considerable deduction from the survey re¬ 
ports. But if it he madcrate, bow does it bap 


from ofl' the face of the earlli ; let him imagine 
a cess or rent fixed on every fieyji in the king¬ 
dom, seldom under generally above its means of 
payment ; let him iuiagine the land so assessed 
totted out to the villagers, according to the 
number of their cattle and ploughs, to the ex¬ 


pen that the people oontinue id the same iini-i^®®^ ‘‘f® 

farm condiUon of labouring peasants’^ Why do II'”®revenue, rated as above, leviable 
not the same changes tai(,e plhce here as in through the agency of a hundred thoiMnd re- 
dthot: communities? Oiie man isiAdustrious ^^nue officers, collected or remitted at ihe%r di^^ 
ceonoiincal, prudent, or fortunate ; another is **”’*» according tom their idea of the ocemynnir’e 
idle, wasteful, improvfderti, orqnlucky. la whether from tkaproduan^^ 

l;)»e ordiuary course pf things, one sUouia file property. And in Mdex 
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to cnooaragfi every man to act aaaspyonliis In one of yoar late paperii you favored the 
neighbour, aod report his nieans ofpjayirfg, public with Mr. Tucker's remarks upon the 
that be may eventually save himself friyn ex- ryotwar system, and also with Mr. Fullarlron's 
tra demand, let him imagine all the enltivators description of the details which he considers 
of a village liable at all times to separate de- must be gone through in a district settled 
mand, in order to make up for the failure of on ryotwar principies. JNow had those two 
oneornore individuals of their parish. Let functionaries any real knowledge from their 
him imagine collectors to every county acting own experience of the working of the ryutwar 
nnder the orders ofa board, on the avowed system, or any extensive personal acquaint- 
prinoiple of destroying all competition fdr la- ance, with the habits, customs, and character 
tour by a general equalization o(assessment; of the ryots^ whoso interests they believed 
seizing and sending Imofc rnnaways to each they were consulting, we might attach some 
other. And lastly,/(tm imatfine the collector weight to their opinions. 
the sole magistrate or justice of the peace of the 

country, through the medium and instrumenta- If that system were one of modern date, or 
lity ot’whom alone any criminal complaintof if it had its rise even from the experinceand 
personal grievance, saflfeiejcl by the subject, cogitations of a man like Sir Thomas Monro, 
can reach the superior courts. Letliimima- we might possibly be justified in withholding 
gineatthesame time every subordinate officer, our cqnsont as to its peculiar adaptation to the 
employed in the collection of the land revenue, circumstances of this country; but the ryotwar 
to be a police officer, vested with power to »y.stcm has obtained under other names not 
fine, confine, put in the stocks, and ftng, an in- only in the Southern Peninsula but in all the 
habitant within his range, on any charge, with- provinces under the Bengal and Bombay pre- 
out oath of the accuser, or sworn recorded .sitlencie.s, and when woikcd out and arranged 
evidence on the case. If the reader can bring upon known and ju.st principles, and taken 
his mind to centeniplate such a course, he may under the special diiection and control of a 
then form some judgment of the civil adminis-liberal and enlightcnd Government, it is po- 
tration in progreess of re-introduction into the ouliarly adapte«l to India: whereas undertlie 
territories under ghe presidency of Madras ;‘ cnting zemindary ormoollazar of the Bengal 
ooniaining 126,000 .square miles, and a popu- and Bqmbay pie.sidencies, the same .system is 
latioD of twelve milions.” I<ift to be arranged between a mass of pi<or 

and needy ciiltivator.s on the one hand, and 
Although the above remarks were made a rapacious, ignorant, and tyrannical set of 
some fifteen years ago, we are not aware of landlords, or rather tax renlcrs, on the other, 
any change that lias taken place since in this Now I ask from whom arc the ryots, the ao- 
unfortunate system, to render these remarks tual holders and cultivators of the soil, to ex- 
inappilckble to the present state of things in pool most mercy or consideration ? In order 
the Madras territories. The di.slui'bance8 at to make any settlement with the j>cople some 
Mangalore which are now exciting much at of the details mentioned by Mr. Fullartou 
tention, have been, not without reason, attri- must be gone into. The only qucstiuii is, shall 
bated to the dissatisfied state in which ryots those details be undertake! by the Govern- 
are under the baneful iniluencc of the ruinous incnt and its paid and responsible agents, or 
system described in the above quotations. A by the irresponsible and unpaid agency of 
crisis appears to have arrived by which the at tieuters or zemindars ? Now, I licjiitale not to 


tention of Government may bo awakened to 
the miseries sufl'ered by so many millions of 
liieir subjects. The determined opposition of 
Bufi'erers will no doubt occasion an enquiry to 
be made into the causes of it, and representa¬ 
tions made l>y the Press, we have reason to be¬ 
lieve, will not be disregarded by those who 
have it in their power to remedy the evils 
pointed Reformer, April HQ. 


To the Editor of the Bengal Hurkaru. * 

Sir, —You do occasionally,! am happy to see, 
give "the benighted pre.sidenny” the benefit 
of your edtloHal comments upon the proceed¬ 
ings of the Government. A. few hasty re¬ 
marks, therefore, npon a subject which should 
engage the deep attention of onr rulers, may 
poBi^lp not be unacceptable. The papers of 
tl^ .li'^ras Presidency are so rcttnarkably 
iplhiient' in any thing like enquiry int5 sub- 
jl^ts not immediately connected with the 
f^tty details of Madras society, it is no mar¬ 
vel that not ooe oI them have olTered a sugges¬ 
tion as to the real cause of the late tlisturb- 
ance in Canara. ** 


siiy that tlie ryot,you will give liiin the op¬ 
tion, will at once decide for the former. There 
can be no iloubl that a direct settlement with 
the real owner and occupier of the soil is th.at 
which will give Governineut the benefit of its 
resources* and whatever the exigencies of the 
state can spare will, under that direct settle¬ 
ment, go back again into the channel from 
which we may look for increased production ; 
whereas any relaxation of demand npon the 
part of the Government as in the settlement 
under Lord Cornwallis, was so much put into 
the pockets of middle men and idle zemindars 
to be spent by them in feeding a host of idle 
retainers, or buried in pagodas or tanks, and 
thus rendering it wholly unproductive to the 
state. But 1 did not intend to have said so 
much upon the adaptation of ryotwar to this 
country as upon the fairly administration of 
that system tOtwhich I attribute tbe late rise 
of the ryots in Caoara and Coorg, 

It is quite clear Ahat under the ryotwar. a* 
well as uDiier any other system, only so inucti 
should be taken by the Government as will leave 
a sum in the hands of the cultivator wherewith 
to proceed in the cultivation of his field,-, 
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ii«s1de9a sorpltisforaccumi*iali 0 |i; and to do 
thiit care should do taken not to give undue en> 
eoiiragement to tlie cultivation of waste land, 
whereby the markets are oyerstoeked and the 
cultivator cannot get a fair return for lii.« 
tafiour ami stock, he qoDseqiientiy becomes 
poorer and poorer every year till at last driven 
to desperation lie is ready to join any lawless 
bands wliieli may p.'esent themselves, to plun¬ 
der and reap from the accumulalion of others 
that subsistence which the acts of his rulers 
has proventeil him from extrauifng from the 
soil. It is just this which has, I believe, 
caused the disturbance in Canara, which has 
laid waste miles and miles of formerly cnlti- 
vated plains under the Madras Guvornment. 

It is the faulty administration of the ryotwar 
system of which the ryots complain, and of 
which they must continue to conipidin su 
lori); as those who have the control .and direc¬ 
tion of aflairs, licprccate all proposed per* 
iiiancnt remissions and saddle the people with 
land for which they have no need, and to 
cultivate which they have not the means. 

The ryotwar or any other system can never 
prosper uob s.s it is administered hy men con- 
\ersaiit with the first principles of national 
economy, and who look beyond the present 
day and proceed upon the assumption yiiatall 
assistance which the Government can give 
now in the shape of light and indirect taxation 
will he aiiiply repaid to it on a future day in 
the increased resources, energies, and capital 
of its landowners or ryots. 

I am not aware of the precise nature of the 
instructions under which tlie Collectors of the 
Madras Presidency act ; hut I have been giv¬ 
en andcrstaml that while the demand has 
remained the same, the Collectors year hy )enr 
have been uti the dcciease. The best proof 


of the soiindpets. of any revenue administra- 
t«oii .piust be its pnnutnai realiaation of the 
(ixed’assessment, and t6at out fur a short tioto 
but tor A course of years,, 

The great error k> the present system, and 
that which causes the insupportable pmssoro to 
be felt by the people, is the erroneous view sif 
those who have imagined that the,ryot is otlpa'>- 
hie bf cultivating or paying the tax upon the 
same quantify of land from year to year. It is 
this which has led to the impoverishment of the 
great body of landed proprietors, and which, 
had Sir Thomas Monro lived to see the general 
working uf his own * rules, he would have 
been the first to correct hy limiting the an¬ 
nual demand to She real capability of the 
payers and not regulating it by th« exiamcun nf 
the Hate, tlie eagerness of native Volltctors in 
tlie provinces, or bg an average of former gears. 
If yon, Mr. Editor, could gain the attention 
of men in authority as to the real canse of the 
nreseiit iiupoverislied state of the landowners 
>ir r>ois of India, my labour w'ill not be lost, 
and your paper will have been the means of a 
greai public benefit. 

I am. Sir, your most obedient Servant, 

Jane, 18.37. A RYOT. 

P S.- Since writing the above, 1 find from 
the Madras papeis that ilie pretender in Cana¬ 
ra lias given us the real cause of the distur¬ 
bances there, the oppression of the people by 
Government oilioers. • 


* Loans of money by Government to bankrupt farmers, 
the relinquishment oflami only upon condilions, tanta- 
nvrunt to proliihition, and annual abatements of the fixed 
assess.i.ent in the shape uf remissions. 
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Ail professional travellers and tourists, who 
have set out for the different parts of the wide 
world with the intention to give to posterity 
the benefit of their unique observations, were 
well f^urnished with portfolios of all sizes and 
descriptions, and beginning with a sea voy¬ 
age, had much time to rnminate and to ar¬ 
range their observations. They faithfully 
noted down every little accident which 
happened to them during that very uninter¬ 
esting and monotonous period ; but they ima¬ 
gined it to be exquisitely beatUifnl, because 
it was new, and there did not remain one 
phenomenon which was not spoken of largely 
and repeatedly. • , 

Whattliecelebrated Maiaspina, Cook, Fos¬ 
ter, and Humboldt acutely investigjated,->what 


Chamisso ip lovely verses sang, and wbat a 
host of followers in bad prose recaptnlated, 
has no charm at the present day. 

The phosphorescence of the water, the po¬ 
larization of light, the flux and reflnx of the 
tides, the colour of the sea, experiments with 
the chronometer, the appeareneE of a sea weed 
in remote regions, distant from every shore,— 
all these are problems which have already 
gone tbrongb too many hypotheses. 

Mc|eoi^logieal observations are considered 
tedious; fish oatohing and shark hooking have 
had their admirers; sleeping turtle fishing 
much more; and fish spawn examinators and 
molluscous dissectors have done and narrated 
a great t^eal. . ; / 
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There remainn, therefore, no(h5n«: for mo to The coast is at clear weather more than fifty 
tell, and 1 may safelv at once step ovenfroai miles distant wIhmi visible; at least I speak 
the lower lloaiiiis liitht at the SatidhcaUs to of the hij$h chains of the Martaban, the Am- 
Cape Negrais, or to the islan.lsof l*ie|4aiis. herest chain, tlie Qnetkri mountains, and 
the two scntiiirls of the ;;ulf of Martaban, others to this day without a current name. At 
where a new woi III begins. Not inany parts this season of the year, where all is excessive- 
are so ntueli iinkiiown, even to navi^iaiors, a'. I.y fo«ffy, the .sceneiy bursts at once open, and 
the coast of Maiiaban, otherwise would Horse- Ihe beautiful sight of Aniheist town charms the 
liiiruirs excellent charts not have left such a new comer. Approaching the place the high- 
space of land as near Mergui entirely dulKous or mountains disappear, and several obtuse 
oi empty, wbicli to sea geographers, is only cones with a long stretched bar at both sides, 
clas.ed Witli. Borneo, New Guin'ea and parts form beauLifbl outlines, which are covered 
of New Holland. with forest to the highest top.s, and the dilfer- 

ent tinted light, produced by the varried foli¬ 
age, gives to (be scenery at an evening's view 
an inimitable oifect. The beauties of a tro¬ 
pical world aie here to be adiniicd and the 
enjoyment of a luxuriant, unbounded and ne¬ 
ver patched vegetation, enclianis many old 
fndiaiis coming from Calcutta, but chiefly fiom 
Madras. 

What is called Amherst Town is scarcely 
.seen from the vessel; all the daik brown 
wooden houses of the new establishment aie 
,regions. must be conient if one or the other |,ifi,|cn behind the vaiiegated foliage of the 
vessel does not sliike against U " by chance, trees, and only several strange looking little 
'But probabh, for ages, these beautilul cotiii- pagodas on the prominent paitsof the bench 
tries w’ill reinain at the mercy o( an iinbouiMl- ||,g ^nidos to the navigator. Two detach¬ 
ed naliiic, its foix'sis itn|>cnc(rahlc, and thel,>r) pygnaar islaiid.s aie the gnaidians rising 
hnge elephant, the rude buflalo, and the •fia-|f,„,„ waters, to the edge of the sea,cover- 
li.cioiis tiger, its undisturbed musters and ed wiib gracelully bended trees of a uew foiin 


Very much indebted must be the vessels vi • 
■iiing Motilinein and Rangoon, to the fact 
that the sunken or drowned island is accu¬ 
rately known. It is an awful reef of rocks, 
just peeidrig out ofthebl ie main at the en¬ 
trance in the gnlf of M U tahan, and we were 
in no little danger of riiiiniiig upon it W'ith 
oiir little frail craft, to retnin no moro. Fu¬ 
ture ages will perhaps Ornanicnl tliis ilaiiger- 
oii.s .spot with a fiiiiious light lioose,—the pre¬ 
sent diivs of the riawii of cinlisatiun in these 


possessors. land species. 


I nn where .saw (he sea so much agitated by 
the tides a.s in the gulf of Martabaii. Pioba- 
blv n greater quantity of water di.scliniges it¬ 
self into* the sea Ibaii at tlie della of the Criin- 
ges and Uuramtinter. The Fersaim or JVegrais, 
the numerous branches of the liawaddy, the 
Sittim and the junction of tliiee siieains 
before Moiiliiicin aic noble livers, and have 
all their openings into tiie sea not more llitlri 
two degrees distant from eacliollicr. They pro¬ 
duce such powcifiil currents, that, nolwifli- 
stiindiiig tiial we made G knots nn lioiir upon 
the slate northward, we weie constantly driven 
toward-s the south and west. 

The first view of the coast of Martaban i.s 
undoubtedly inviting. Accustomed for a long 
time to the monotony of Ibe plains of Jiciigal. 
the elevated chains of the inoiiiitains apiiearj 
at once, and seem to be, the too long missed i 
friends of passed years, and tlieir first sight,! 
is hailed with delight. The tropic vegela-{ 
tion is certainly, for a newcomer from Gtiro^e] 
to Bengal, new and striking, chiefly if he ar¬ 
rives at the end of the tnonsonn ; but it is nn 
old truism that the uniformity of plains 
creates, aftersome time, both tedioiisness and 
discontent. People inhabiting hills and 
modtitajl^ even if strangers, have been always 
happiet^an people of the plains. Tiie Ben- 
galUfM, whose number increases every year on 
th^'coast, either free emigrants of servants, 
ttte, exceedingly astonished at the first view 
0^ iho coast. Tne notion of a mountain does 
^t exist in their dictionaiv, and they consi¬ 
der them to beciouds of a particular shape, as 
1 have heard, even if quite close to the shore. 


The entrance into the Moulmein river is nar¬ 
row and rallicr dilficiilt. Frnin the point of Ain- 
I licrst town, a lecf ot bleak rocks (at low water 
jseveral feet above the siirfacejstrctchcs several 
iliiimired yaids straight across, and on the other 
side an exieiisive .sainibank ob.siriicts tlie river 
bar, su lliat (be proper entrance is not more 
Ihaii a half mile broad. A vessel .should 
alw.iys tiy to enter the river, pa.ssiiig the 
black buoy, for if laying outside, .she i.s 
in danger to be diivcn fioin her antdiors 
on the sand. The^lib and flood arc so iinpctu- 
ou.sly rushing out and in, that (he vessel tides 
veiy un.safely and the currents are so .strong 
that (Iiev foim high waves like those agitat¬ 
ed by the paddles of a powerful steam en¬ 
gine. The rush of the tides is at the inter¬ 
vals ftom 10 to 20 minutes, and the water be¬ 
comes then at once tiirhiilont and muddy like 
puie foam. The fishing boats, on account of 
tbo.se powerful tides, do not dare to go outside 
for fear of being eiiliiely at the mercy of the 
dreadful element, the sea. 

At the inside cf the bar is a pretty good 
anchorage, though not entirely safe. Ships of 
great btirlben do not go up to Moulmeiii, 
hut take in tlieir cargo of timber at Amherst. 
It is the only extensive trade hitherto carried 
on in these very promising provinces. 

# 

All i.s quiet and pcacefnl on shore; nothing 
of the bU8(le, the coming, going, and doing, of 
a stirring place; scarcely a boat is seen,— 
scarcely a living being walks on the solitary 
sea beach. 
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The proceeding up the river without guid¬ 
ance is considered very unsafe, and even small 
vessels, except native crafts, take an appoint¬ 
ed pilot, wliicli, however, is hy far a less 
expensive necessity here than in Calcutta 
liver. Having passed the bar, the river be¬ 
comes smooth and dalm, without nny visi¬ 
ble cnrient ;—the bunk.s are low, and a good 
way inland, sometimes entirely under water. 
Tieesofa tiiiuor size, densely supported by 
impmctiable underwood and water plant,co¬ 
vet lilt* 'oil entirely; stunted trunks strayin nil 
diieriioiis, gieat blocks of gigantic tiecs, 
paliiis, li.iiiiboos and ntinieions branches, stalks 
and glass, float down in the ocean, disre 
ganlfcl hy iiieri who live very thinly .scattered 
wliilo the poor flslierincirs huts arc liiddcn be- 
IhikI the leaves of the bushy trees. Here and 
iheie a narrow, sharp-pointed Burinah boat 
liDlluwed out of a .single trunk, glides silently 
along the hanks; no merry song of the peo¬ 
ple enlivens the inviting scenery ; the iriha- 
hiianl, depre.ssed for ages hy iron despotism, 
doe^ not dare to bo happy and many tliink to 
tlii.s (lay tliat the present very dilferent govein- 
iiient is only a teiupurnry happy illusion. 

I’r(i('.eeding up tlie liver, though in many 
places shallow, ofl'cis no dillieiilty to ves-sels 
ande. .jiiO tons liiirthen. Several small buoys 
ill the river make the most daiigeroiig (flaccs 
.siillicieriily eoinspieimus, and tliere is no 
shifting uf tlie sands as in the Hooghlr, the 
nvei i(;iiiainiiig, vvilli few varialion.s, always 
tlie .same. 

Tlie Prince’s i.sland on tlic right bank, with 
it.^ pictiiie.s(|iie lulls, appears more proitii 
nently. It is of considerable value, and will 
be more so in time. Ii possesss fertile plains 
of alluvial .soil which yield rice in great Quan¬ 
tity and of a snpeiiorqiialiiy. fieneially, the 
Hatninh rice is considered fat prefciahle to 
that cultivated in Ueiigal ; hut it does not 
agree well with tlie Hindoos, of which the se¬ 
poy regiiiieiit here .stationei.^ gives a daily 
pioof. Higher up, about? miles fioin Monl- 
iiiein. is another small islet called Green Is- 
tiid wlure the river takes the last bend. 
Martaban, on the opposite side, with its niirne- 
lons pagoda.s, is first visible ; pioeeeditig 
one mile mure, Moniiiiein itself comes in view. 
The pagodas, though with respect to symme¬ 
trical lines claim very little the aduniration of 
an architect, give every where the most pro¬ 
minent character to the country. Wherever a 
village, and much more where a town, in 
Biiddhi.stical countries is met with, there 
are pagodas the first visible buildings; they 
are of all sizes, though always of the same 
form,—a very pointed concave pyramid on a 
qoadr.ingular or sixangiilar base. The great 
Pagoda of Moulmein is considered a remark¬ 
able one, which rivals Ilerelder sister at Mar¬ 
taban. With jealous ejes, look the old rulers 
of the country from the other side of the river 
over to the new settlement, which ejicreases 
rapHly every year. They have not ceased to 
hope that it will be again their own ; unfortu¬ 
nately for them, the first objects which me«t 
their sight are the cantonments where they 


have opportunity to see every day in full pa- 
rads> tltf fearful red jackets, a terror to the 
botTaioes, as they equivocally denominate 
Hiem ;%ind the time is too short to have forgot¬ 
ten the mischief which they experienced from 
these ‘jackets’ to make them at least prudent 
though not less proud and presumptuoys. 

Before reaching the town, several dock yards- 
are sevii dispersed along the river, and num¬ 
bers of wooden skeletons peeping through the 
liaif cleared jfingle area positive proof of the 
intention of tile inhabitants to augment their 
means of trade and cumraunication. 

The first appearenco of the town is very 
odd. Nothing but wooden buildings, cbiefly 
collages, with tliatohed protruding roofs, all 
of bruwncolour; jungle and underwood from 
all sides; some little wooden inelosures of 
intended future gardens; liere and there a 
plantain tree, witli its light green broad 
leaves, contrasting with afew old trees, de- 
(. ying under llic inimical influence of clear¬ 
ing civilisation.—these are the signs of the 
commencement of human culture and remodel- 
I aliuii. 

.lust so must have looked 4be first attempts 
ill .4jiieiioa to annihilate the virginity uf its soil 
iicvei before touched, where new cities and 
provinces since have risen, a transplantation 
of old Europe. Twelve years ago all was here 
a wilderness. When Sir Archibald Camp¬ 
bell landed at Martaban, with the intention 
to select a spot for the quarters of the British 
furcc.s, and endeavoured to penetrate to\lie top 
iof the hij^l which he saw from the river, the 
beaiings of the compass were his only guide, 
and with sappers and miners at his disposal, 
he icqiiircd a full day to clear the distanceof 
on* mile. Now, there exists at the same spot 
acilv of more than dl,(XK) human abodes, and 
Vfiwards of .‘^l,UI)0 inhabitants ; good roads in¬ 
to.sect it in all directions; the influence of hu¬ 
man ingenuity and perseverance has gained 
the. victory over an overwhelming nature; its 
iiihahitiints look out to a happy posterity with 
a calm assurance, and every one offers in his 
tongue and in his way, thanksgivings to his 
great maker and preset ver. 

The same hill from which Sir Archibald 
Campbell gained the first view over the coun¬ 
try, and sagaciously pronounced the best^nit- 
ed Spot for a new settlement, is the chief for the 
Buddhist worship. Very niodestly built, are 
the houses of the differt Christian congregati¬ 
ons,—viz. an Episcopal church, a Baptist, an 
Anabaptist, and a Roman CatholiiTchapel. 

Tlie town of Martaban is the chief market 
of the place; its chief commodity is vegetable,, 
and Burmab boats’ partly belonging to Moal- 
inein, pjjirtl? to Martaban, glide silently in 
tlie evening on the river in all directions, and . 
pass at high water, close under the houses 
which rest, all without exception, upon a 
foundation of woodin posts, which give them 
a very strange appearance. There are at 
present at Moulmein very few vessels, oheifly 
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very smaM native schooners, trailing along 
the coast with Rangoon, Tavoy, Penan|;, and 
{Singapore, besides some brigs and somelimes 
barks, plying between Ibis place and Cal- 
entta or Madras. Reccnlly, limber has been 
also exported to the Isle of France. 

• 

Coming on land, the lower vegetation at 
thi.4 season is rather scanty, all the grass en¬ 
tirely burnt, the trees casting their lAives, 
and, though (he thermometer in the middle 
of the day rose to 87 degrees, faht., yet the 
time was the true winter, when Nature’s pro¬ 
ductions repose from their yearly exertions. 

Mr. Diandell’s, the commissioners, resi¬ 
dence, is considered tlic ipost (inished in the 
place; it is exactly like the others in Bur- 
mall Chinese style, entirely cunipused ul 
wood, elevated on posts above the ground, to 
leave a free passage to tlic pouring waior dur¬ 
ing the moon.soon, with a projecting roof sup¬ 
ported by wooden pillars, forming a kind ol 
outside verandah. But this, (as arc tli 
greatest part of the houses, though looking 
very unpromising fiom the outside.) i.s ex¬ 
ceedingly conifortahlc and tinduuhtcdly very 
well adapted to the country and climale. 
All windows are ppcii, and forming tlie gieat- 
est part of tlic walls ; sucli a house is rather 
to be called an airy cage than a solid mansion. 
Some of the houses iiihabitcil by Europeans, 
are oven made only fioiii bamboo and reeds. 
Notwitlislanding this, tlic greatest part of ilie 
gentlemen and ladies seem to he very happy, 
and likje the country and the people. 'I'lie 
usual 'complaints that India, with all its 
Asiatic luxury, is only a splemyd exile, 
never from the topics of a geiieial conveisa- 
tion, and the only repeated complaint was 
that potatoes aie exceedingly scarce, and 
that the eoimnuni' ations with other parts* of 
the world are loo ficquently inteiriipleil, and 
letters from Europe do not arrive tor iiioiillisr 
The rea.son is, that the military gentlemen arc 
from the Madras presidency, whence vessels 
are much scarcer than from Calcutta. The 
climale must undoubtedly be better than in 
any part of India, and the place ought to he 
strongly recommended as a place of iccrea- 
tion and iest>rat'on of health (o the vale¬ 
tudinarian. Nobody is afiaid of the sun, and 
every body walks even in the middle ot the 
day without a ebatta. The best proof of the 
salnhrity of the climate is H. M. 62d Reei- 
ment, which, out of 670 men here stationed, 
has at present only 28 men in the hospital, 
the greatest part merely with trilling and ex¬ 
ternal di.se;^es, and the hospital was twice 
entirely closed. 

The greatest curiosity of Moulmein, is (he 
abovementioned pagoda on the elevated hill 
behind the towns. It is a charming place, from 
where the most beautiful panor^a,of the 
Gonntry is to be seen. Thr place of worship is 
an aggregation of pagodas of all sizes,the larg¬ 
est in the centre. There is such a number of 
idols, incarnations, ministers of the gods, 
Iprobably saints, higher and lower attendants, 
of ail ages and shapes, that only'the chief 


ones enjoy the prerogative of a separate 
abode; the others are apparently promis¬ 
cuously crowded together in several 
poorly looking wooden shops. Amongst 
them is a young gentleman of an enormous 
size in deinigiocian costume, stretched on a 
conch, leaning on ills hand; he is hulding a 
palaver with a lio.st of lignres, who approach 
him in a kneeling position, with folded hands. 
All the.se images are formed from white clay, 
(he outside of a kind of enamel and seem to 
be paitly of'Caucasian, partly of the Mogul 
races, but all distinguished by .very long ears ; 
a mark of beauty amongst the Burmese. 
Tlieit colour is chiefly dead white, some are 
Itlack, and I suppose they are evil demons, for 
th(‘y liave exceedingly wild and grinning 
featurc.s ; only few arc enliiely gilded. 

Tins system of toleration is happily intro¬ 
duced aiiioiigst the Buddliists, aiiil tliey arc 
not at all paiticular about their gods, so as to 
keep ilicin niystciioiisly shut up. My guide 
was a Burmese, and he was the first wlio 
opened those shops and .shewed me every 
(bing wiiliout reserve or apprehension. Not 
a single soul was at tint hour tlicrc ; tlic new 
and tile full moon aie the times when all Bir- 
inahs wi-.aiiped in their best e.lolhcs : pilgri- 
niiige to this lioly shrine to ofl'er tlioir prayeis, 
and Isaiutold they arc very pious. Round the 
hill are difl'erent curious standards of tlie 
Burineso anil Chinese fashion, long narrow 
strips of cloth I'anliisticiiliy cut out. Such a 
slaiidaid is always met witli, wlieio a holy 
place stands, at the abodes of their yellow- 
elodind priests or monks, at holy souiccs, 
whore wondeiful figures with birds’ fa-es 
f'oiin (he ornamental statues, and at other 
mausoleums, where tiogs with long beaks, 
represent their guardians. 

The enntunments arc an open, well-cicared 
place, .separated fiom the town. Opposite to 
Martaban town 266 years ago, at least .so says 
tradition, tlieiewvas a eonsiderahle town at 
the same spot roiiiidccl and inhabited by the 
Siamese, and the pltice of the caiiloomenls 
was a largo fort. The remains of a deep 
liuiich, ^iitiidc unr|UCstioii!ihly by artificial 
iiicmis, seems to coiruboiatc their upiniua. 

For the past four years, Moulmein has be¬ 
come the place of transportation for convicts 
from Bengal and Madras. Their number 
amounts at present to about 800. The place 
will, perhaps, in time, bo a penal settlement, 
somewhat resembling Now South Wales. 
The transportation of criminals has nndoubtod- 
ly proved useful to the inhabitants, and bene¬ 
ficial to tiieinsclves. The price of labour is 
excessively dear; the Burmese are an inde¬ 
pendent race, who do not like to work for 
Europeans. Rice, and some spontaneously 
growing leases and Berries gathered in the 
forests, form their pritfoipal food. A house of 
bamboo is built in the coarse of some days, 
and tliey,know n* other wants. Money has,no 
charm for them, as they do not know how to 
use it, especially as they never have been trades¬ 
men, which occupation is in Burmah con- 
foed to the princes and noblemen. Some 
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families came over from tii<lia willi their mas- fur escape. Scarcely leaving the place, 
iers; others followed, and begin now to settle tiift forests liiiic them, and the river is fho 
themselves. At iirst there was great dillicully frontier of the territory, which, to cross, they 
in persuading them to leave India; they did got easily the means ; a jealous government 
of course not know where Monlmcin or Tc- icceives them there with open arms; and a 
nasscrini generally wjbip ; no wonder,—many | black man finds his way from Pegu to the 
Europeans did not know! |Coast of Coromandel by land without any 

' idilliciilty! That these escapes do not happen 
Now being better informed, tbeir numbers j mom fie<|uenlly is a proof that the Thugs, in 
iricicased aiiiiuully - otherwise the most com j some* measure, must be satisfied with tbeir 
iiion neoessiiies of life could not l^e got. The )ireseiit condition, and greatly perhaps ac- 
introdiictiou of convicts was, therefore, very knowledge the. justice of their condemnation, 
desirable. A pioblem remains to be solved in about three 

years. Will nut a part of those transported 
The greatest part of the necessary Govern- for seven years prefer to remain in the eoun- 
meni work being finished, they are himd oiil try.' If so, and there is inueli reason to aiUi- 
to piivatc iiidividaals, which c»vcis (lie in- eipate it, a systemsof colonisation on a larger 
eiiiiiiig expenses. They arc well licaled, and scale could be introduced, which would un- 
behave reiiiaikabably well and the famous doubtcdly prove beneficial to the coiiutry 
Ttiogs are the mildest and most Kubiiiissivf and to the government, 
cl.iss ! They have iiufoituualely great facilities /.ay/iV/oNaa.] Ur. IIelfek. 


CAPT. ITANNAY’S ROUTE fuom AVA to the FRONTIER of ASSAM. 


Fioin the termination of the Rnrmose wai 
to the pieseiil period, the spiiil of iiM|iiigy has 
never slept, and the most sticniioiis exertions 
have been made by the nllieeis employed on 
the eastern frontier to extend onr geograpieal 
kriowlecige to eonnlries scarcely known bni 
bv name, and to ae(|iiire some aeenrate inloi- 
malinn legarding the manners, customs, and 
languages of Hie vaiiotis luces of men by 
wboiu they are inliahited. 

The researelies of Captains Hedford,*Wil 
cox and Neiii\ille, ami ul Lieutctiriiil Hurl- 
ton in dispelled the mist wliieh had 

pieiioiisly tested on t!ie whole ol the casteui 
porlion of that magiiilieeiit valli'y; and llie 
geneial direction and aspeei*ot its moiti; aiii ' 
liatiiers, the eoiirses and relative sixeuliisi 
livers, the habits of the iniiumeiable tribes , 
who dwell on tlie ingaed summits of its nioiin-I 
tains, or on the alluvial plains at their base, 
were then first made the subject ofdesutip- 
tioii, tniindcd, nut on the vague repotts of 
half civilized savages, bat on the pctsoiial 
investigations of men, whoso scientific at¬ 
tainments enabled tlieui to fix with precision 
the geographical site of every locality they 
visited. The journey of Wilcox and Uurllon 
to the sources of the Irawadi river bad proved 
the absence of eoniinnnieatiun between it and I 
the gicat I’sanpo of Thibet, but they were un- j 
able to prosecute their ex<nminatioii further | 
cast: and though their researches had ex-' 
tended to a point not more than twenty miles ; 
distant from the meriditiii on which tho labors 
of tho .Tesuit Missioiia*-ics in Yunan has been ' 
abiuptly terminated, the intervening space, 
aijd great valley of the 11 - 1 ( 1 ( 1 ( 1 ( 2(81111 remained 
closed against them, and every attempt to en¬ 
ter either from Assam or Manipur, was defeat¬ 
ed by the jealous vigilance of the Uarniesc 
authorities. 


It is generally known that the course of the 
lowei poilion of the Irnumdi river, or that part 
extending from liautfun to had been 

delineated by I/icut. Wood, of the Engineers, 
who necompitined Captain Symes on liis em¬ 
bassy to that Court ; and that the features of 
the snrroiiiiding country, the. size of the towns, 
its iialuial prodiietioiis and population, bad 
at the same time been irivcsligatod liy fha 
aecniate* Hiichaiian. Charts of this portion 
of the liver, extending to Manebiibu, iho c’d-” 
pilai of the gieat Alonipra, had at a far earlier 
prriml Ixen eonstiiii-.ted, but the .siirvey-s 
we*e avi»wrdly iiKiile in a manner not calcu¬ 
lated to iiispiie niueli confidciiec in tlieirae- 
f iiiacy ; and the attention of Ruiope was first 
cxU'iis!'el) drawn to tins field of iiKiiiiry by 
the publication of .Simes, whose exaggerated 
views of the civilization, power and lesniirees 
of the Hiiiinese empire were generally adopt¬ 
ed, while the more accurate esiiniates of his 
siirci-ssor Coxe were Heated with compara¬ 
tive disicgard. 

In the very inf.incy of our intercourse with 
the Unrman empiie, and wlicn the most per- 
se^ring attempts were made to obtain set¬ 
tlements at various points of the coast, the 
more remote stations on the upper portion of 
the Irawadi rivei not forgotten ; and liamu 
or Bamit was even then known awthe empori¬ 
um of a trade between the Burmese and Chi¬ 
nese, in which onr aspiring merchants were 
most anxious to shaie. Itis asserted that, at 
the comnicneemeiit of the 17th century, fac¬ 
tories weracstablished in that ncigboutbond, 
but th<f permission to remain was shortly af¬ 
terwards withdrawn, and the information 
wliieh it is supposed was then uhtained oftbe 
snirounding countsy, lias never been rescued 
from oblivion .---this is Uie less to bo regret-s 
led as the«iosii has been fully compensated by 



228 


HOUTE FROM AVA TO THE F^ORTIER OF ASSAM. 


tbe results of recent research ; and the jour¬ 
ney of Captain Hannaj, of the 40th Re^^meAt 
Native Infantry,from up tlie Irawadi river 
to the forntier towns of Bamo and Magung, 
lias at length rendered this hitherto inacees 
sible region almost aswell known to us as the 
more sojthem districts, through which this 
noble rive directs its course. Many geographi¬ 
cal points of extreme interest have been de¬ 
termined. by the personal observation and in¬ 
quiries of this meritorious olFicet. Bamo has 
for the first time become accurately known 
from the same source—much valuable infor¬ 
mation has been gained respecting the trade 
carried on between Ava and China in this re¬ 
mote corner of the Barman empire—the ha¬ 
bits and localities of sonro of the principal 
tribes occupying the mountainous tracts bor¬ 
dering on western Yunan have been success¬ 
fully investigated—the position of the very 
remarkable valley of Hukong has been deter¬ 
mined—the Pge^wen or amber mines have 
for the first time been examined by tbe eye 
of European intelligence—the latitudes of 
the principal towns between Ava and Mung- 
hhong have been ascertained by astrunomicai 
observation with a degree of accuracy suflioi- 
ei)t for every purpose of practical utility, and 
they may now lie regarded as established 
points, from whence inquiry can radiate in 
every direction with a aunlidence which the 
most zealous and enlightened investigators 
have been hitherto unable to feel in prosecut¬ 
ing their researches, from the want of a few 
previously well determined positions at which 
to commenoe or terminate their inquiries. 

To an act of aggression on the part of a 
Smgpho tributary of Ava against achiofiain of 
the same clan residing under our protection, 
are we indebted fur the opportunity of acqnir 
ing the information now gained, and the feud 
of two insignificant borderers may prove the 
immediate cause of a mure intimate cninmuni- 
cation than bad ever previously existed be¬ 
tween our recently acquired possessions in 
^ mm and the uurthern province of the Rm - 
man empire. 

The Bisa and Dupha Gaums are the heads 
of two clans ol Siiigphos, occupying the nurlh- 
ern and southern faces of the chain of moun¬ 
tains, which forms a lofty barrier between 
Ava and Assam. Tlie formercliieftain, on our 
conquest of the latter country, tendered, .his 
submission and was admitted within the pale 
of that feudatory dependence which many 
other tribes of the same clan had been equally 
anxious to enter ;—he was uniformly treated 
by the local authorities with great considera¬ 
tion, and was located at tbe northern foot of the 
Pathol pau leading from Assam to the Hukong 
valley. Between this chieftain and the Dupha 
Oaom a feud had existed long previous to our 
assumption of the sovereignty of the cbnntry ; 
and the latter, at the close of tbe year 1835, 
beaded a party, which crossing the mountains 
fiom the Barnicse provinos of Hukong, enter- 
^ Bisa, the residence of the chief of that clan, 
'Iwd after ravaging and plundering the village, 


sealed their atrocity with the indiscriminate 
murder of all the inliahitants that fell into 
their bands. The circumstances were made 
known to the British Resident at the Court of 
Ava ; inquiry was demanded, and security re¬ 
quired against the reourrenoe of similar acts 
of aggression. A deputation fioiii the capital 
was ordered to the Uiirmese frontier for the 
pneposeof instituting the necessary investiga¬ 
tion^ and Colonel Burney, the enlightened rc- 
presfntative of British interests at that court, 
failed not to’avail himself of the opportiitiily 
thus unexpectedly afforded, of attaching an 
oflirer to the mission ; and Captain llaonay, 
who then commanded his escoit, was selected 
for the duty. 

The party, consisting of the newly appoint¬ 
ed Bormah governor of Mogaung, of Captain 
Hannay and several Burmese olficers of iiife 
riur rank, with a military escort, left Ava on 
the 22nd of November, 1835, in a Heet of 34 
boats of various sizes, for a part of the coun¬ 
try wliich had been uniformly closed against 
strangers with the most jealous vigilance. 

“ No foreigners,” says Captain Hannay, “ ex¬ 
cept tlie Chinese, are allowed to navigate the 
Irawadi above the choki of Tsampagnago, situ¬ 
ated about seventy miles above Ava-, and no 
nativqof the country even is peiiniticd to pro¬ 
ceed above that post, excepting under a speci¬ 
al license from the Government. The trade 
to the north of Ava is entirely in the hands of 
the Chinese, and the individuals of that nation 
residing at Ava have always been vigilant in 
trying to prevent any interference with their 
monopoly.” 

The mission was detained the two foll'iwing 
(lays pear the former capital of Anmarapuva, 
to complete the quota of troops by whic.h it 
was to be acnoinpanied, and whose discipline, 
when they did join, was very soon found to he 
on a par with their honesty. 

“ They work their own boats,” says Captain 
llannny, “ some of which are covered in, and 
others, are quite open. Their niusquets fif 
they deserve the name) are ranged here and 
theie thrniighont the boats, and are never 
cleared either from rust or dust, and wet or 
dry they are left without any covering. Bach 
man carries a canvass bag, which is a recepta¬ 
cle for all sorts of things including a few 
bambu cartridges. He wears a black Shan 
jacket and a head dress or goung boung of red 
cotton handkerchief, and thus equipped he is 
a complete Burmah militia man. They ap¬ 
pear on further acquaintance to be better bii- 
Dioiired than I at first thonght them, but they 
arc sad plunderers, and I pity the owners of 
the fields of pumkins or beans they come 
across. I have remarkrid that whatever a Bar¬ 
man boatmaVi eats in ,additioD to his rice, is 
generally stolen.” 

Except at Kuggih, where there are said to 
beseveral Cliristian villages, of which, how¬ 
ever, no satisfactory information could be 
obtained, the progress of the mission was 
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anmarkod by any circoinstanoe of interest until 
its arrival at Yedau, where they entered the 
first kyouk dioeu, ' or rocky defile, through 
which the river directs its course. Lower 
down, the extrerme breadth of the stream bad 
varied from one to two'and a half miles, but 
here its width was'contracted to less than a 
quarter of a mile, with a porporliunate in¬ 
crease in the depth and velocity of the currjBui. 
During the rainy season of the year, boats 
shoot through these narrow passes wilh^rri- 
lic velocity, and the numerous Eddies caused 
by the projecting rocks, add greatly to the dan* 
gerof the passage. In this part of their course, 
the mission, frequently met largo rafts or bain- 
I'us de.sceiiding from the Shueli river, and upon 
them, small basketsof pickled lea,brought(rom 
the lulls to the south-east of that river. This 
tea was said to be manufactured by a race called 
Pttlonfi'lM, who are ondcr Momeit. At Tsingu, 
Captain Hannay saw three native Chinese 
from Thcngyichuov Mounyen, and several other 
in the st-i vice of the noblemen of the court, 
had uccum|tanied the expedition from Aoa 
with the view of proceeding to the hyouck 
Tsein, or serpentine mines near the sources of 
the l/ru river, west of the Irawadi. On the 
30lh ol November the parly left the village of 
Yadeu Yua, where a perceptible change takes 
place in the character of the country and river. 
“ The latter,” says Captain Hanny, “ Ifom co¬ 
vering aa extent of miles, is sometim .is confined 
within n limit of 150 yards, without rapids or 
torrents, as I had expected, but almost a-s still 
as a lake. In some planes its depth is veiy 
great being upwards of 10 fatlioms, it winds 
tlirougli beautiful jungle, in wliicb the 
aimal trees, and bamlius, are conspicuous, and 
it lias, generally speaking, a rocky bed and 
banks, which last rise to a considerable height 
and are coiiipused of sandstone, whicTi varies 
from dark to a while and yellow oolor." At the 
next stage, is a reeky island with Pagodas oiij 
it, in tlie middle of the liver samclliiiig like I 
the Janguirah of the Cagges, Tkihaditnhya. 
Captain Hannay mentions a very reinarxahle 
itislirpce of the tameness of the fish, which are 
not allowed to be killed, and are found from 
about a mile below the village to an equal dis¬ 
tance above. 

“ If rice is thrown into the water from the 
boat, a dozen fish, some of them as much as 
three or four feet long, come to the surface, 
not only eat the rice, but open their mouths 
for you to put some in it, and they will allow 
you to pat them on their head, which I and 
some of my followers actually did. Some of 
these fish are apparently of the same species as 
those called in India guru and ruta : indeed the 
Hindus who are with me called them by these 
names. The breadth of head is remarkable, 
and the mouth very Jarge; tliey have no teeth 
—at least so the people told me, whom I saw 
feeling their mouths.” This spectacle, strange 
as it must have appeared, was hardly more so 
* tlian the adventure of th9 following morning 
when Captain Hannay was awoke by the 
-boatmen calling to the fish to participate in 
their meal.” 


On the 1st of December the expetfilion ar> 
rivef|at Tmmpaynago, which has been befoie 
mentioued as the limit beyond which, even 
natifes of the country are not permitted to 
proceed without an express order from the 
Uoverninent, The cii.stam-bause or tliana is 
on the right bank of the river, and J^ale myu 
which is close to it, cuniiiiiis al>uut 800 houses 
with many very handsome gilded temples. 

The Myothagyi or deputy governor of the 
town, isals'ollie custom olficer, and a tax of 
15 tieals per boat is levied on the Chinese 
coming from Bamo. Old 7'sam/iajynapo myo is 
situated at the muiilh of a .small river which 
Hows from Magout and Kyatpen, and falls into 
the Irawadi imuie^ialely opposite the modern 
nhoki of that name. The sites of Moyout and 
Kyatpen, where some of the finest rubies of 
tlie kindnm are obtained, cere pointed out to 
Captain Hannay as lying in a direction N. 808 
C. of Tsampaynago, aiiil about 30 or 40 miles 
di.-itant, iiiimedialely behind a very oonspicu* 
oils peak called Sliueii Toung, which he esti¬ 
mated at 3,000 feet higli. Tlie Madara river, 
as well as that of Tsampaynago, flows from the 
same mineral district which must greatly faei- 
lilate eniiiinuniimtion with it. The inliabitants 
of the country were uiiwillwig or afraid to com¬ 
municate any iiiforiiialiuh regarding these se¬ 
cluded spoU, and tlieii exact locality is still 
a subject of conjecture. Tlie mines are des¬ 
cribed a.s in a very swampy situation, and sur¬ 
rounded at a trilling distance by lofty hills. 
The three places at which the gems are prin- 
pally suiiglit, are Mngout, Kyatpen and Loung- 
</ic, and the principal iiiinor.s are fCalhays or 
Mauipuris, with a few Cliinese and Shans. 
file other most eeluhrated spot is Momeit, 
site of which Uuelianan found some difficulty 
in determining, but which Captain Hannay 
hearnt was not more than two or three days’ 
journey, or between 20 or 30 miles north of 
Mogout and Kyatpen. Wliile at this place 
Captain Hannay says, “iliey heard the people 
who were cutting huinhus in the liilis, rolling 
bundles of them down the faoe of the steep. 
Having made a road by felling the trees, the 
woodmen allow biindle.s of. 150 and 200 biini- 
liiis t» find their way to the holtoin, wliieh they 
do with a noise that is heard at the distance 
of eight miles. They are then floated down 
the small river into the Irawadi, but tliis ope¬ 
ration can only be elfected during the rains.” 
The party now began to feel the cold exces- 
Itvely, and its seveiity was greatly heightened 
by a strong northerly wind, which seldom sub¬ 
sided until the afternoon, and was particular¬ 
ly keen In the narrow passes ^r kyouh dwens. 

Tagoung Myu, which was reached on the Sth 
of Decemhor, is an object ofpecular interest, 
as it is satti to have been btiilt hy a king from 
Western India, whose deseendants afterwards 
founded the kingdoms of Prome, Pagan uad. 
Ana. Captain Hnntiiiy found the wulls of the 
old fort dwindled away to a mere mou^^ and 
hardly discerniUe from the jungle.W(|P|hicb 
they were covered ; but adds,” that eilwgh is 
stUlsevt to convince onethatgncli a place did 
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formerly %xist. The fort has evidently been 
parallel with the river, and is on the lel^t ^ankt 
whioh is bi^h abd ooiupusod of sandstone. 
About half a mile inland, the remains oRthe 
inner walls rnn north and south, with an 
openUijf or up to the east, in whioh there is 
an appearance of a considerable ditch, wiii di 
1 was toliK is filled with water in the height of 
the rains. The whole has more the appearance 
of an old brick fort, than any thin^ I have saen 
in Barmah, and I should say it had been built 
by a people different from the present race of 
Burmans." 

About a mile to the south of Tagoung are the 
extensive ruins of Pagan, which stretch as Far 
as the eye can reach, and here Captain Han- 
nay discovered impressions of Hindu Bud¬ 
dhist images, stamped upon a peeiilar kind of 
brick composition (terra cotta,) and with in¬ 
scriptions which he imagined to be written in 
some variety of the Deva-nagri cliaraoter. 
The Burmese on the spot were unable to ex¬ 
plain their nature or orgin, and the learning 
ofanaged priest proved equally incompetent to 
the task of decipheiiogtheni;—tiicy were siili- 
■equently, however, snlmiitted tosomeBiirnian 
antiquarians at the capital, hy the ttesident, 
whose paper on the subject and a drawing of> 
the images appeared in the Alst No, oftlic^ 
Journal of the Asiatic Society. 

At Shwesi-goung, a large pagoda among the 
ruins of Tagoung, Captaiu Hciuoay obtained 
an extensive view of the sabjaciMit cuiintiy, 
and more accurate infoimatinn of the site of 
the celebrated mines of J/o/nt/t than had been 
pranticabie at an earlier pciiod of his voyage. 
From these accounts it appears that the looa- 
_ lity wliieli is said to produce the finest riihics 
'in the kingdom, is about forty-five or hfiy 
miles east ofTagnmg Mgit, from whence it can 
be reached hy a foot traveller in three or fom 
days, and by a laden bullock in ten. A drove 
of these anirnafs wa.s Just about to leave 7’a- 
goung for Momeit on Captain Hannay’s ar¬ 
rival, and from the owners he learnt “that 
after selling tlitir ngapee (potted fish) at Mo¬ 
meit, Mogout and Kgatpen, tliey proceeded to the 
country of the paluugs, which bounds the dis- 
Iriet of Momeit on the east, and purohase tea, 
both piekied and formed into balls, a part of 
which is brought to Ava.” The hsh, wJiicii j 
appcareiitly forms the staple of the trade, is { 
said to be of a remarkably fine discriplioii, 
and is dried in a manner peculiar to Tagoutit^. 


are accustomed to convey tiieir supplies of 
fish, salt and oil from Kguudomg, a place 
apparently of some trade ; the bazar oonlaiti- 
ed 50 shops wbiuh were large and supplied 
with British piece goods, uncleaned cotton, 
silk, and cotton Burmau dresses, uoar.se white 
cloth and other aiticfes of country manufac¬ 
tures. “ Besides these,” adds Captain Han- 
nay, “t saw three Chinese simps, where spirits 
and pork were sold. The streets were crowded 
with people from the interior, who had come 
to make piircllases, and amongst them were 
several Kadns, a race of people of a different 
origin from the Bui mails, and scalterd over 
the tract of country between this and Mogoung. 
They are most nuiiiurons iii the distiicts of 
J/(tNftand Manltat situated on the Meza rivet,* 
which comes from the north and we.st, and runs 
beween the Kyundoang range and that called 
the Thfgyain range, still seven nr eight miles 
north of our present position. Rice, being the 
staple of the country, is an article of barter, 
and is sent in considerable quantities to ^tv<. 
Cotiun, brought from tlie interior, is also an 
article of barter, and a good deal of it is sent 
to Damo hut a part of it is made into cloth on 
the spot, as f saw several looms at wotk. Yel¬ 
low and red cotton liandkerchicfs of Biitish 
mannraeturc sell here for two ties Is a piece, 
which is about lUO per cent beyond the price 
at Autt.’^ 

To this point of their progress, no diminu¬ 
tion in he vuluine of the frawadi was percep¬ 
tible, and the channels proved snllieieiuly 
deep for tlie passage of large boats, from which 
we. may infer that all (ho principal feeileis or 
afllueiits, which pour their tributary streams 
into the Irnwadi, were still further north, and 
had not yet been reaolicd. The first of any 
iinputtaricc noticed is, the Shu li khyoung on 
file left bank of the northern hranch of which 
flows from tlie Chinese frontier town of Santa- 
,/[/( called by the Biiinialis Moln xunta, and a 
sontlieni branch f(<tin Momeit, the site of the 
eelebiated inby mines alieady noticed: (he 
confluence ofthe.se streams is ropiescntpd as 
occuringal the village of /.a/ia about 4U miles 
from the Irawadi. Nciilier braiicli can be of 
any magnitude, for Captain Hannay remaiks 
tlial at llie point of junctimi with the Irawadi, 
the breadth of the Shueli is not more than <‘)()U 
yards, and that it contained but little water, 
—a satisfactory proof that, this stream c.m 
have no conuexioo with the Tsanpo of Thiltet. 


On the left bank of the river, between 
Heuga-myo and Tagoung, the teak tree first 
begins to appear, and at Kyundoung on the 
opposite side,.:t is said that timber is found 
sufficiently large to form a boat front a single 
tree ; it grows principally on the western face 
of the hijltb at whose eastern base kyundoung 
stands. delay of two days at this village 
enableif'^Captain Hannay to ascend to the 
sumnrli of tm first range of hills, by the*road 
whidi leads across them to the valley of the 
Mu s ilKe r; he found it a well-beaten track and 
>rough fare, by wiiic'n the inhabitants 
'Odnntry as west as Womtt^ MyUf 



At Yebouk yim, a day’s journey above the 
Shmlikkyoung, two boats passed the party with 
Chinese in them from Bamo. “They work 
their boats, which arc of the Burman roiind- 
sliaped flat-bottomed description, and seem to 
be of a tolerable size, as there must have been 
at least twenty men in eq.cli. These boats are 
particularly wftll adapted for the navigation 
of the Irawadi, as they do not draw more than 
18 inches of water." 


* A small stream not more than fifty yards broad, with 
but Utile wateri 
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On the ISlIi of December the party reached 
Kttthti, a town of .some eatertt on the rijiht hank 
of the river, containing about 400 hotiaes, and 
a popiilntion vrhoae iiuuibcr appeara to be an¬ 
nually increased by large parlies who come 
from the interior, .and take up a teiapornr 3 
abode on the right hank of the river, and on 
tlie numerous islands and shoals in its bed, 
for tlie purpose of fishing andtralHc; at the 
close of the season they return to their respec¬ 
tive homes in lime for the resnnjplion of agri¬ 
cultural labour, and a traveller ignorant of 
this mode of custom, which appears to be ge¬ 
neral in the upper part of the Irawadi, would 
form an exaggerated estimate of the popula¬ 
tion of the towns and villages in which they 
are thus leniporaiily congrograled. “The 
bazar oi Kntha was well supplied with good 
native vegetables of various sorts, _fru,sh and 
salt fish, pork sold by Cliinatnen, dried cocoa- 
nuts, sugar-cane, and rice fioin tlie coarsest to 
the best quality, ibe latter selling at 1 > ticals 
a bundled baskets." Captain Hannay also 
saw a small quantity of stick lac in the bazar, 
but it was dear, and of a description very in¬ 
ferior to that wbioli is procurable at Ilnmjini, 
and is brought from the Shan lerritoiy east ol 
Even at this remote spot tlicie was a 
‘ tolerable display’ of Balisli piece goods, but 
not nearly to the extent noticed at K^i^iidounff. 
Captain Hannay mentions a ATf/ouny or inonas 
try recently elected by the Myotliagi ol Kathn, 
as one of the most remarkable objects of the 
place. “ It is a largo wooden building cover¬ 
ed with.beautiful carved work, and situated 
near the river. The grounds siirioiinding it 
are extensive, and veiy tastefully laid out 
with fruit trees and llowery shrubs, amongst 
which I saw the Chinese rose in great plenty. 
The river is here eotilined bj lofty ht^nks not 
more than two furlongs apart, but the stream 
is very deep, and the spot appears to be a par¬ 
ticularly favorable ono lor obtaining a good 
section of the river, the velocity of wliich an 
Weqt/ihytL village above Krifuit Captain Unn- 
nay estimated at one mile and a half an botir, 
will! an average depth of ISfcet. This would 
give a discharge of about 62,272 cubic feel 
per second, while that of tire Ganges at the 
same season may be assumed on Kiiniieli s 
authority at 80,000 feet per second, gtvmg tor 
both a proportion of I to 1..53. No satisfacto¬ 
ry comparison can, however, be yet instituted 
between tliete magnifiojent rivers, for pp to 
the present moment we are without a single 
section of the Irawadi, wliich could be ssf*iy 
assumed as the basis of a calculation suffloi- 
ently accurate for such a purpose. 

At Kymtk-gyih, which the party reached on 
thel7th» they had fairly entered the remark¬ 
able curve in the Jrawt^i which bad been pre¬ 
viously represented^in all our sketches of 
the river, and sorted, in tbe absence of 
more accurate information, as a point of refer¬ 
ence, generally well known to the Burmaiis 
*aii,d Shans. Here there ts a ledge of rocks, 
over which the stream passes with so great a 
degree of rapidity, as to render it very difficult 
of navigation during the rains. The rocks 


are serpentine and the sand collected amongst 
ttienf Bjipeared to bo a mixture of small gar- 
net.s ami iron sand. The right bank of the 
river, ftir two miles below Kyoah-gyih, is com¬ 
posed of small round stones and sand, and 
Captain Hannay was told that the n^itives 
wash the soil for gold. * 

No ciroai.istances throughout this voyage 
affert-ded a more gratifying proof of the friend¬ 
ly feeling g;,enerally of the Burmese authori¬ 
ties, tliaii the attentions whiidi Captain Han¬ 
nay leceived at every place at which they 
halted. Houses were erected for bis accoiii- 
luodation at the various stages of the route, 
differing in no respect from those intended for 
the Mynwiin of Mogoung; presents of fruit, 
rice, and vegetables were daily made to 
himself and followers, and the supposed 
tedium of his evenings was relieved by a 
liarid of singers and dancers, who are found 
at almost every town and village in the Biir- 
iiiaii empire. At Kgouk-gyih, ilieso attentions 
were .shewn to a very remarkable degree by 
the Woo't of Munifm,*' whose civility," says 
C.ipliiin Hannay, was the subject of conver¬ 
sation with every one in the lleet." 

“ Every individual lias*reecived sufficient 
rice and fish for two davs’ supply, and niy 
boat was filled by him with all sorts of pro¬ 
visions, enough certainly to la.sl myself and 
my followers for a week.” The house of this 
liber.al Wooii, Captain Hannay desciihes as 
a veiy neat and coinroitahle dwelling, with 
a reinarkahiy clean compound, in wl^cli there 
is a garden laid out with a great deal oi taste; 
aiidi hej^idcs many articles of costly Barman 
household furnituro, ho ha.s a number of vesjs* 
line muskets and otlier arms.” The party 
had now approached within a comparatively 
short distance of Barnn, and the vicinity of 
this celebrated mart was shewn, in more 
numerous villages than liad been seen for se¬ 
veral preceding days. From ShueguMyuio 
Uttlel, a distance of ihree miles, the houses 
appeared to extend in an uninterrupted line 
and Kywun do, the name of a celebrated island 
in the river, covered with 100 pagodas, is 
most conveniently situated between these 
towns, the inliahitants of which hold their 
principal festivals upon it, at particular sea¬ 
sons of the year. 

Near tliis spot, is the entrance to the se- 
^Und kgouk-dwent the scenoy of which ap¬ 
pears tci be very magnificent, and is thus des¬ 
cribed by Captain Hannay. “ The river pass¬ 
es directly through the hills, which rise por- 
pendiouiarly on both sides to the height of 
400 feet; they are rocky, and of irregular 
and singular forms, haring at the same time a 
sufficient number of trees on them to render the 
scenery tery striking. One part of the range, 
on the right bank, rises as perpendicularly 
as a wall to the height of ^ feet, farming a 
grand and terrific precipice. This ht/ovk~ 
dwen extends fog four miles, and thti^-failla 
which form it, are throughout of a rooky na¬ 
ture, The upper part of them appeared to bo 
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aandstone, restinp; on a base of blae-co^red 
Hmeatone, mixed with views of beainifut 
while marble ; and at one soot i saw large 
masses of compart and foliated primitive 
limestone, along with calcareous spar in large 
pieees,” 

Kounff tnun, which the mission reached on 
the '.lOth, is said to contain about 200 houses, 
and is noted for the defence bv its Borniese 
garrison, against a large invading force of 
Chinese during the last war between these 
two nations. A ditch surrounds the town, 
and the remains of a brick redoubt, loop-liol* 
ed for anows or musqaetry are still percepti¬ 
ble encircling a pagoda. “ This is now all 
that is to he seen,*' adds <,Captain Hannay, 
of the old fortification, hut the town is still 
surrounded by a double palisade of bainbus 
with Sharpe stakes planed lietwcen them.*' 
These defences are intended fur the protec¬ 
tion of the inhabitants against the Kakhyens, 
a tribe occuping the hills to the east, who fre¬ 
quently come down in small bodies for the pur¬ 
pose of carrying oR' cattle. Captain Hannay 
saw a great number of this tribe at Koungtoun 
where they barter their rice and cotton for 
salt and gnapee, (potted fish) and describes 
them, with few exceptions, as pei feet savages 
in their appearance ; their cast of counten¬ 
ance forms a singnlar exception to tlkc gene¬ 
ral rule,for it is not at all Tartar in its shape ; 
but' they have, on the contrary, “ long faces 
and straight noses, with a very disagreeable 
expression about the eyes, which was render¬ 
ed still fnore so by their lanky black hair be¬ 
ing brought over the foroliead so as entirely 
to cover it, and then out straight across on a 
■AsJjne with the eyebrows. These people; though 
surrounded by Slians, Burmese and Chinese, 
are so totally different from either, that it is 
dillieult to imagine from whence they have 
bad their origin.*' 

Onthe20lliof Deceinher the fleet moored 
at a village about five miles below Bamo, 
which being a town of great importance, 
and the residence of an oliicer inferior in rank 
to the AJogouugWnon, some previous ariange- 
iiicnts were necssary to enable the latter to 
land with the eclat due to his rank. On reach¬ 
ing the town late on the following day, they 
found the left bank on which it stands so pre¬ 
cipitous, that they were compelled to cross 
to the opposite side of the river, and a feeljng 
of jeatoosy having arisen between the two 
Woons of Mogoung and Banut, the former 
resumed his jonrney on the 22nd, whioli com- 
pelied Captqin Hannay to defer the inquiries 
he was so afAxious to make until his return in 
April, when he found the people far more 
communieative than they had ventured to be 
in the presence of the Mogomg Woon. The 
information obtained on both occasions will 
be more advantageously shewn in a cennect- 
ed fofm than In the detached portions in 
which it necessarily appears in his jonrnal, 
anijH*Captain Hannay's first remark solves a 
; 4 !.'«iffieulty, which, like the Adria of ancient 
- .^ijitory, has proved a stuinblingsblock to 


modern investigation. In the course of inquiry 
into the sites of the principal towns on the 
Irawadi river, that a Bamo naturally held a 
very prominent place,«nd some of the native 
Shans, who were questioned on the subject, 
affirmed that it was on the bank of the 
Iravoadi river, while others, whose opportuni¬ 
ties of acquiring information had been equal¬ 
ly good, positively denied this statement, and 
fixed its position on the left hank of a small 
stream which flows into the Irawadi, about a 
mile above the present, town. Captain Han- 
nay reconciles the coiiilieting statements, 
briefly but satisfactorily, in the following 
remark. 

1 find that there is a modern town erected 
on the banks of the Irawudi, for the coiive- 
nience.of water carriage between it and Ava. 
The old Shan town of Mamo, or Bamo, is 
situated two days journey up the T’spam river, 
which falls into the Irawadi about a mile 
above the new to vn of Bamo or Zee-theet zeit, 
or new mart landing place.” 

“ This modern town,” says Captain Han¬ 
nay, “is situated on liigh, unequal ground, 
and the hank towards the river is from 4U to 
50 feet in height, and composed of clay. With 
the exception of Ava and Rangun it is the 
largest place 1 have seen in Uurinah, and 
not excepting these places, 1 certainly tiiink 
it the most interesting. The novelty of so large 
a fleet as ours passing up (and no doubt, hav¬ 
ing heard that a Eiiiopean officer was of tlie 
party) had attracted a great crowd of people 
10 the river side, and on landing, I felt as if 1 
were almost in a civilized land again, when I 
found myself amongst fair eomplexioned peo¬ 
ple, wearing jackets and trowsers, after being 
accustomed tu the harsh features and party- 
colored dress nf the Burinaiis, The people I 
saw were Chinese from the province of Yanun, 
and Shans from the Shan provinces subject to 
China. Bamo is miid to contain 1,5UP liouses, 
hut including several villages which join it, 
f should say it contained 2,GUO, at least 200 of 
which are inhabited by CInnese. Besides 
the permanent popiiluliun of Bamo, there arc 
always a great number of strangers there, 
Chinese, Shans, and Kakhyens, who either 
come to make purchases or to be hired as 
workmen. There are also a great number of 
Assamese both in the town and in the villages 
immediately connected with it, amongst whom 
are several members of the Tqpan or Assam 
Raja’s family. Bamo is the jaghire of the 
Tapan Raja's sister, who is one of the ladies 
of the king of Ava. 

“ The inhabitants of this district live in 
large, comfortable houses which are thatched 
with grass, and walls, made of reeds. They 
arc generally*railed in,, and all the villages 
have bambu palisades surrounding them. The 
Palongs of the Chinese frontier are, 1 am told, 
rmarkabiy industrious. They are good dyers, 
carpenters and blacksmiths, and all the dhas 
or swords used in this part of the conntry, are 
made by them.” “ 1 received,” adds Captain 
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Hannay, « great attention from the Mynwnn 
of Bamo and also frotn the head Chinese < 
there ; they sent me tea, sugar, dried fruits, ' 
and vegetables, for whicit 1, uf course, made I 
suitable return. The atinuul caravan from 
Vhina, had not arrivSid, and the supply of 
Chinese articles in the shop was very small.” 

The people of Bamo were so strongly im¬ 
pressed with the idea that Captain llannay’s 
only ui>jcct was to find a road hv'which Bri¬ 
tish troops might penetrate to CAina, that he 
found it extremely dillicuIt to obtain any in 
formation from them regarding the routes 
into that coiintry. The Chinese themselves, 
however, proved more comiiiiiiiioativc, and 
from them he learnt the e.-xistenre of several 
passes from Bamo into Yanun ; Imtas ojje of 
ilicse presents far greater facilittics of transit 
than the oiher8,it is generally adopted f.>r com¬ 
mercial intercourse, and the mode of canying 
it on i.s thus desrribed, “ At the distance of 
two miles above Bamo the mouth of the Ttmiiif/ 
Or To pan iiver is situated. Tiiis liver has a 
direction N. 70 E. for about two days’joor- 
iKty, Mhen it cuts through tiie Kaklivcn langc, 
anti under lliese hills, old Bamo or Matimo, 
is siloalt'd. To (be latter place tlic Chinese 
lake lh( ir morcliaiidise Irum modern Bamo hi 
water and then pioceed overland to (ho tiiriki 
or km of Loulthi near Momin, which they 
reach io (iircc dais,and i'ruin thence to Moan- 
i/i-H or IVnpprc/iUHf in the piovinec of yuiiau,vit 
which place they arrive in eight or nine tlays. 
The road fioni Bamo to Lodieti is Ihvmigh 
tile liilh, ivliieh are inhahilcd by' Kakhicns 
niid Falotigs, nl'irw which it passes tin ixigh the 
c'loiitiy of (lie Lilians, enlled by the Biinnans, 
Kofiyi floung. The road is deseiihiMl as being 
very good, anti quite a Ihorougli faio. The 
'J’apnny Khnijmioc/ is not navig'ibte for large 
boats, in <'oiisc()oenee of which the Chinese 
use two canoes tied together, witli a platfoim 
over them, for the Iranspiirt of^their inercha" 
dies to .IftiMHto or Bamo, and lor the remain¬ 
der of tin; journey it is can led on ponies or 
iiiules.*' 

Tills dcscrijition of the size of the Tupan 
KJii/oiiny. whieli is also calletl by the Shans 
A'djatrtp/ay, completely sets at rest the keenly 
agitated question of its identity with the 
Tmuipo of Thibet, and the theory of Klaproth, 
(who, on the authority of Chinese writers, calls 
it the Pinglankhtjomig, and maintains it to be 
the prolongation of the Taatipo) is shewn to 
have no better foundation than his unautho¬ 
rized change in the position assigned to the 
latter river, in that part of its course which 
passes through Thibet, Captain llannny des¬ 
cribes the jTuptn^ as not more than 15U yards 
broad, and with only sufficient water to float 
a small boat. ThejSint^lios affirip that it is a 
branch of the Shueii /thyoimg (the Langehue 
kiang of the Chinese) from which it separates 
above Momein, but the accuracy ofthi^ report 
appears highly questionable. 


In aoother place itis meutiouei as only ogo mile 
abovf homo. 


7ho (principal article of trade, wliie.1i is cot¬ 
ton, is entirely in the hands of the Chinese, 
whoaM'ive at Bamo in llio months of Decem¬ 
ber and Jannary. The greater part of their im¬ 
ports is taken to Ava, as neither the natives of 
MoguHHg nor Bamo vtonhl afiford to ptv'chase 
them.* What they dispose ol licic,” says 
Captain Hannay,** are copper pots, cnrpet.s and 
WHi'iii^ackcts. These articles are also taken 
all over the Uuiuiaii territories, as for west 
us the K/nfeudtven, Tiicre are several cotton 
godowns here, belonging to the Chinese, and 
there arc oonstautly residing in the town oUU 
of these people, which, with numerous arri¬ 
vals from different pnitsof the eountiy, gives 
the place a very tyisines.s-like appearance, 
and there is of course a good bazar. Td' ic is 
a very neat temple built by the C.'iinoc of 
Bamo, wiiicii Captain llannny vi.sitcd, and was 
most politely received by the officiating priest. 
“ On entering his house,” says Captain 
Hanny, “ he rose to meet me, salute ! mo in tho 
English fiisbon, asked me to sit down, and or¬ 
dered liis people to hiitig mu tea ; after wuioli 
he sent a peisou willi iiiu to shew mo tho 
curiosities of tlictcmplu. Most of the tigorus 
were carved on wood, aud difl'cieiit fii.oi what 
I have generally seen in CJJiineso temples; 
one of them represented the ^uninga of tho 
Hindus. The Chinese of Bamo, althungli 
different from the m.iritinic Cliinesc in lan¬ 
guage and features, have still the sam>; idea 
ol iioutness and comiurt, and their iiianiiors 
and mode of living appear to be much tho 
sainc.” 

• 

Their temple and all (he hon.scs, wliieli 
arc not tcfiipoiary, are substantially built u£ 
hiicks stained blue; the sticets aic paved 
with the same material, and the gioiiiids of 
theitemple arc surrounded by a noal iiiick 
wail covered with tiles.” “ Besides II:.- trade 
(^iried on at Bamo by the Chinese, tho .Sliitiis, 
Halungs, aud Singphus under China, arc great 
puichascrs of !m\t,gnapee, diied fish, am] rice, 
iiut paitieulaily salt, which is in constant 
(lemaiid ; and to procure it, iiamheii: of the 
above named people conic to Bamo L'lmbaitngaif 
and Kounloung. The salt which sells heie lor 
twenty ticals of silver for ]()t) vis, or ru¬ 
pees for l&O seers, is lirouglit priiicipallv from 
Sheinmaga above Ana, and from Manloo, 
which is situated two marches west of K uha. 
The .Shtins here are distinguished hy ih irfair 
ooifl^lexious and broad, good-loinpt‘icd face.s. 
They wear turbans and trowsers of light-blue 
cotton cloth ; they greatly resemble the Ciii- 
nese, and from living so nearthat| 2 atioti,many 
of them speak the^yunan Chinese ianguago 


* Tianslalioa from a Cbiaese list of article.! impuited 
into Baino fiuin Yunan: 

Fur, siyin, yellow silk, gold thread, gold, silver, jars, 
aloes, copper, arsenic, tiour, brown sugar, ditto while ; 
nails (sinali), waist stiings, verinirelii, copper pole, 
tobacco pipes, tnidor boxes and fimts, medicinal roots, 
burning paper, coloureS ditto, veriiiilion.-soap, quick 
silver, pepper, raw silk, red cuiloa cloth, tea of Yutaui 
in flat cirrullr cakes, lea pots and prescription for the 
sore-eye. &c. &c. 
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They inhabit' the coontry to the enst p{ 
Samo, and their principal towns a/e IlMna, 
LttthOf SantUf Sunla, Moongsye, Momff-tooon, 
MooHff-man, Moongla, and Moong tye. The 
people are generally designated Shan Taroap 
or Chinese Shans.” 

“ Although the Palongs speak the Shan, 
their own native language is a distinct one. 
The men, though small in stature, are athletic 
and remarkably well made. Flat noses and 
grey eyes are very oommon amongst them. 
They wear their hair tied in a knot on the right 
aide of the head, and dress in a turban, jackei, 
and trowsers, of dark blue cloth. They are a 
hill people, live in the trao| of country situated 
between Burmah and China, but those to tlie 
east of Bamo pay no revenue to either country, 
and are governed by their own Tsobnas. The 
Singpbo traders I saw at Bamo were very 
different from those under ^urmuA,and accord¬ 
ing to their proximity to either Shans or 
Chinese, they assimilate to one or other in 
dress and language. 

** The whole of these people,” says Captain 
Hannay, “ pay for every thing they require 
in silver; and wet;p it not for the restrictions 
in Burmah on the exportation of silver, I think 
an intelligent British merchant would find it 
'very profitable to settle at Bamo ; as, besides 
the easy intercourse with China, it is sur¬ 
rounded by numerons and industrious tribes, 
-who would no doubt, soon acquire a taste for 
British manufactures, which are at present 
quite nflknuwn to them. “The revenue of the 
district is estimated by Captain Hanny at 
three lakhs of rupees per annum i and he 
“^Udds. “ if appearance of comfort may be taken 
as a proof of its prosperity, the inhabitants of 
JBcuno shew it in their dress and houses,. I 
have seen more gold and silver ornaments 
worn here than in any town in Burma" 

On leaving Samo, the appearance of the 
country became much more hilly, and great 
precautions were taken to gaurd against sur 
prise by the Kakhyena, who inhabited the 
different ranges in the vicinity of the river. 

At Hakan the escort was reinforced by ISO 
soldiers from Bamo, and a number of families 
who were proceeding op the river, joined the 
fleet to enjoy the protection afforded by so 
large a convoy. TIte Shans who compd^ed 
the quota from Bamo were a remarkably fine 
set of men from the banks of the Tapan 
Khyoung, and formed a striking contrast, in 
dress and ap'^earance, to the miserable escort 
which had accompanied the party from ilea. 

At 4i»e village of Thaphan htng they entered 
the tliiir4. Kyouk dwen from which a very beau- 
tiful IS obtained of the fertile valley of 
JffaMi^..boandetl on the east by the Kakhyen 
hilts, which are ealtivated to their sammits. 
Berpentiae and. Uaiestone yrere the principal 
redts fo|ind in this defile, as well as the pre¬ 
ceding one; and as the river washq/e in some 
plaoee not mote than 60 yards broad, with a 


depth of 30 feet, and as its rise in the rains is 
50 feet above the present level, the rush of wa¬ 
ters most at that season be terrific. The na¬ 
tives, indeed, deolared, that the roar at that 
time was so great, as to prevent them from 
hearing oacli other speak, and that the defile 
could only then be traversed on rafts: now, 
however, it coursed gently along with an al¬ 
most imperceptible motion. 

At Thabye'oeng yua they found a new race of 
people called Pliwons, who described them¬ 
selves as having originally come from a coun¬ 
try to the north-east, called Motoung Maolong, 
the precise situation of whirh could nut be 
ascertained. Their native language, which 
they speak only in intercourse with each 
other, differs altogetlier from the Shan and 
BurUfese, but the.t iiave no written character. 
There appear to be two tribes of this race, dis- 
tingushed by the Burmaha as the gicat aud 
small:—the former are found only at Tsheabo 
and in the vicinity of the third Kyouk-dwen, 
while the inferior tribe is scattered all over the 
country: the only dilTerence apparently be¬ 
tween them consists in some trifling varieiies 
in the dialects they speak. Their extensive 
cultivation proved their agricullmal industry 
and four Chinese Shans were constantly em¬ 
ployed in manufactuiing their implements of 
busbandry. Their houses were of a conslruo- 
tioii totally different from any that had been 
previously seen.and consisted of a long thatch¬ 
ed roof rounded at the ends and reaching al¬ 
most to the ground. Inside of this and at the 
height often feet from the ground, the difi'er- 
ent apartments are formed, the walls of 
which are made of mat. 

“ PT'om the outward appearance of these 
lioiisc-s.” says t^aptain Hannay, “ it would he 
diflicultto imagine that the} were liabitaliuns, 
but inside they are very comfortable, and from 
the great thickness and peculiar form of the 
roof, tlie inmate.s cannot be much afl'eoted 
either by heat or cold.” Thu same de.seription 
of house is built by the Shans occupying the 
valley of Kabo, and it is probable that (he 
Pbwons have adopted this style of building 
from some tribe of that widely scattered nation. 

On the 26th the fleet reached a part of the 
Irawadi which is considered the most danger¬ 
ous point in its navigation. It is called Pu»- 
soo, and the stream is there confined to a 
breadth of 30 yards, but with no less than nine 
fathoms of depth in the centre. The rocks 
bore every appearance of fierce and irregular 
volcanic action, varying in color “ from brown, 
yellow, red and green, to a jet black which 
shone like a looking glass." The strata also pre¬ 
sented a scene of greatcoufusion, some being 
vertical, some horizontal, and others twisted ; 
“ the whole having exactly the appearance of 
having been poured out from a furnace.” 

^ i 

The navigation of the Irawadi river up to 
this point had been unmarked by difficulties 
of any magnitude, and with the exception 
of the passes throngh the Kyouk-dwent, tk« 
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channel appears to have afforded, even at that 
season of the year, an abundant supply of 
water for the larg;est class of boats, whioli ply 
between Ava and Bamo; above the villaj^e of 
Namhet, however, they first met a succession 
of rapids extedin^t for a mile and a half which 
were even then considered dangerous ; and 
Captain Hannay remarks that he had seldom 
seen in the worst season, and worst part of the 
Ganges, a stronger current, or more turbulent 
water than at the rapids of Sknegyaintmw, a 
short distance above the village of Nimhet. 

On tho arrival of the fleet at Tshenbo, whioh 
is about 10 miles below the mouth of the Ma- 
goung river, the boats by which the party had 
been conveyed from Ai><t were exchanged for 
others of a smaller description, better adapted 
for the navigation of so small and tortOous a 
river as that of Mogaung. The one prepared 
for Captain Hannay's accommodation was of 
the kind called by the Burmese lourtg it 
was paddled by 25 men, and formed of a single 
tree, with the addition of a plank 10 inches 
broad, all round the upper part of it. 

Before quitting Tshenbo, Captain Hanny 
had a visit from the bead priest, whose curio* 
sity to obtain some knowledge of European 
customs and habits could only be satisfied by 
the display of the contents of his tranks, and 
the sight of his watch, sextant, and thermo¬ 
meter; all of which he was permitted to exa¬ 
mine by Captain Hannay, who regrets that he 
had not brought some missionary tracts with 
him from Ava “ to give this inquisitive priest 
some idea of the Christian religion.”. Tsken- \ 
bo, on the authorty of this priest, is said to 
have been formerly a principal city of the 
Phwon tribe, who were dispossessed* of it, 
about sixty years ago, by the Burmalis. 

On the last day of December the mission, 
reached the nioiith of the Mogoung river, 
which Captain Hannay nseeftained by ob»er- 
valion to be in latitude 215° 6’ 53. Here they 
were to quit the Irawadi, which, says Captain 
Hannay, ** is still a fine river flowing in a reach 
from the eastward half a mile broad, at the 
rate of two miles an boar, and with a depth 
varying from three fathoms in the centre to 
two at the edge. 

The Mogoung river on which tho town of thej 
same name is situated, is not more than 100 
•yards wide, and Uie navigation is impeded by 
a succession of rapids over which the stream 
rashes with considerable velocity. The small¬ 
est boat in the fleet was an hoar and a half 
getting over the first of these' obstacles, and 
the Shan boatmen, who are thoroughly ac¬ 
quainted with tlie character of the river, 
** pull (heir boats oldbe to the, rocky points, 
and then, using aH their strength, shoot 
across to the opposite side before the force 
of the stream had time to throw them on the 
rocks.” The Buratah boatraeo adopted the 
apparently easier method of palling their 
boats up along the edge of the atiw^, buti 
this proved both diffioiiU dtmgevmis, oae 


b,oat |>eing upset and a man drowned. The 
banks of the river were covered with a dense 
and • impervious jungle, which extended 
nearly the whole way to Mogoung, and no 
village served to beguile the wearisiome mo¬ 
notony of this portion of the journey, until 
they reached Akouktoung, a small hamlet on 
the right bank inhabited by l*hwons and 
Siiajis. Here they met a chief of tho Laphaa 
Singphos, who had taken up bis residence in 
this villageerith a few followers, in conse¬ 
quence of a feud with some neighbouring 
tribes in his own country to the north. Be¬ 
tween Akouh~yua and Tapoh (tho next village 
seen) the bed of the river is filled with rooks 
and rapids, which render the navigation 
exceedingly dangAous, the stream shooting 
over them with such velocity as frequently to 
rise above the bow of the boat, which, in case 
of unskilful management, would be instantly 
upset. The way in whioh the Phwons and 
Siians overcome these difficulties, formed a 
striking contrast to the condoot of the Bur- 
Diah and Katliay boatmen. The former work¬ 
ing together with life and spirit, still paid 
the strictest attention to the orders giving by 
the bead boatmen ; while the latter, “ who 
think,” says Captain Hannay, “ that nothing 
can be dune without noise, obey no one, as 
they all talk at once, and use the most abu¬ 
sive language to each other.” He thinks the 
Pliwons and Sbans greatly superior to the 
Burmahs or Kathays,'—meaning by the latter 
those Munipuris resident in Ava, who are 
Burmans in every thing but origin. 

• 

After passing the last rapids at Tapoh the 
river expands -in breadth to 200 yards; tI)A 
stream flows with a gentle current, and **the 
bed is composed of round stones whioh are 
mostly quartz. Amongst them, however, 
there are found massive pieces of pure crys- 
itat stone, partaking of the nature of tale, and 
also pieces of indurated olay of different 
colors. The banks are alluvial on the sur¬ 
face, but towards the base and near the edge 
of the river the soil becomes gravelly, and in 
some places has a stratum of beautiful bright 
^yellow-colored clay interseoting it.” 

On the dth of January the party disem¬ 
barked from their boats, and as the Myo-wun 
was to he installed in his new government, 
the landing was effected with considerable 
BiSle. “Arrangements,” says Captain Han- 
uay, “ had been made for our reception, and 
on first landing we entered a temporary house 
where some religious ceremony was per¬ 
formed, part of which was the Blyo-wun sup¬ 
plicating the spirits of three brothers who are 
buried here, and who founded the Shan pro¬ 
vinces of Khanti, Assam, and Mogoung, to 
preserve him from all evil. After which 
cerecqpnyne dressed himself in his robe of 
state, and he and 1 proceeded hand^ in hand 
through a street -of Barman soldiers, who 
were posted froni t];e landing place to tho Myo- 
wnn's house, a distance of nearly a mile: we 
were preceded fay the hfyo-wun’s people 
earrying spears, gilt ebattas, Stc. and at 
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tervals during our walk, a man in a veryf,tole¬ 
rable voice, chaantcil our praises, and the 
cause of our coinin!; to Mogoung. Scleral 
women also joined the pruces-sion, oarryin;; 
offerings of dowers and giving us tlieir good 
wishes.” 

r 

The Myo-wnn appears to have lost no time 
in availing himself of the advantages of iii.s 
situation, for on the very day after landing, 
be commenced a system of unsparing taxation 
to enable him to pay for his appointment. A 
rapid succession of governors within a very 
few yt"ar.s, all influenred by the .same principle, 
had already reduced the inhabitants of Mo- 
to a state clo.sely bordciing on extreme 
poverty, and this distress cj^casioned by tlic 
exactions now practised was bitterly com¬ 
plained of by the wretched victims of such 
beartics.s extortion. The Shan inhabitants 
of the toiva were employed by the Burmese 
officers to enforce this excessive payment of 
tribute from the Singphos and Kakhyens of 
the siiiroundiog hills which had led to much 
ill-will on the part of the latter, by whom tiicy 
are stigmatised “ as the dogs of the Burmaus.” 

The town of fllogouuff," .says Captain 
Hannay, “js situated at the junction of the 
Namgeen or Nanigung, and the Mogoung oi- 
Numcong river.s, and extends about a mile 
from east to west along the bunk of the last 
named river, the we.st end of the town being- 
bounded by (be Namgeen hhgoung, which come.s 
from the district of Almgeen in a direction S. 
43 VV. The town of Mogoung, strictly speak¬ 
ing, is cdnliiied wilhin what is now only the 
remains of a timber stockade. Outside of 
this, however, there are sovera-i iiouse.s, and 
thin a shoit distance a few small villages 
are scattered about, but even including all 
these, there arc not more than SOO Iiouse.s. 
Those within the stockade are inhabited by 
Shuns, and,those outside by Buiiuan.s, Phwons, 
Assamc.se and a few Chinese. The latter to 
the nutubor of 60 reside here, and are under 
the anthoiily of a Tlioogyee of their own 
nation;—they derive a profit from their 
oouutrymcn who come annually in consider¬ 
able numbers to purchase serpentine. Amongst 
them I saw both blacksmiths and carpenters, 
and, for the first time since leaving Gangetic 
India, 1 saw the operation performed of shoe 
ing horses. The Slians, inside the stockade, 
reside in largo houses, such as 1 formerly des¬ 
cribed having seen amongst the PbwonsV— 
the Barmans and others live in the same des¬ 
cription of houses as are to be seen in every 
part of .Bumn/t groper, but all bear signs of 
great poverty"; and If it were not for the 
Chinese, whose quarter of the town looks 
business-like and comfortable, I should say 
Wx&iMogpmg is decidedly the poore.st-Jook.ing 
towi^ have seen since leaving Avg. There 
is no regular bazar, all supplies being hv>ught 
from,a ,tlistanoe, and the market people are, 
yritb few exceptions, Kakhyens and Assam¬ 
ese, from the neigi|booring villages.” 

arrival at so remote a spot of a Epro- 
peSa officer was soon bruited alilftad, and 


Captain Hannny’s time was fully ooenpied id 
answering innumerable question^ put to him by 
a crowd of visitors, who exmined his sextant 
with great care, under the firm eonvieiion that 
by looking through it, he was enabled to per¬ 
ceive what was going on hi distant countries: 
—norwould they believe that the card of his 
compass was not floating on water, until, to 
I satisfy them, he had taken it to pieces. The 
pancity of inhabitants and poverty of the town 
plainly indicated the absence of extensive 
trade, and Captain Ilannay learnt, that, includ¬ 
ing the profits derived from the sale of serpoii- 
tine,(he revenues of the town and neighhoiiriiig 
villages did not amount to more than 30,000 
rupees per annum, and the Buriiiali aulliori- 
lies can only enforro the payment ot tribute 
from the Slians of K/ianti, and the Singplios 
of Pegpndwen, bv the presence of an armed 
foice. In their iaU attempt on the latter, a 
Burinali (oicc of 1000 men was (le'achoil from 
Mogonvg, of wliom f>00 wore »les'r>jed; and 
for ten years they li.ad hcen held in salutary 
ill cad by the Biirmali governors of the frontier. 
During bis stay at Mogouiig, Captain Irlaiitiay 
obtaiiii-'l .speeiineii.s of the greenstone, called 
by the Bui mail's lci/ouh-t.seiii, and by the Chi¬ 
nese yuecuh*," and wliieh lie supposes to bo 
nepliilie. “Tlie Chinese,” he says, ‘‘choose pie¬ 
ces wlircli, alllinugh shewing a rough and din¬ 
gy colored cxiciior, have a consideiable inte¬ 
rior lustre, and very often contain spots and 
veins of a hcautiful bright apple green. These 
are carefully cut out, and made into ring stones 
and other ornaments which arc worn as ehariiis. 

I The large ma.s.sc8 aic manufactured by tbem 
into liraoelele.^, lings, and drinking cups, the 
latter being niucli in nso amongst tbein,_ from 
the idea lliat the stone posse.sses medicinal 
virtue.Si All tlie yuereh taken away by the 
Chinese is biought (tom a spot five marches to 
the northwe.slof Mognovy, but it is found in 
.seveiai otlier parts of the country, allliough 
of an inferior quality. Serpentine and limes¬ 
tone are the pieV.iiliiiig formations of the base 
of the highest ranges of hills throughout this 
part of the conntrv. Steatite is also abundant 
in the bed of the fraa-rtdi below tlio valley of 
Klutnli. ” 

One very important object of Captain Han- 
nay's mission was to cross the Paikoi moun¬ 
tains into AsMtn, and on bis arrival at Mo- 
goung ho waited some days in considerable 
anxiety for the Kakhyen porters, who were to 
convey his baggage and supplies during 
the remaining portion of the journey :—he 
soon found, however, that the authority of 
the Burmaris wheu nnenforceU by the presence 
of a large military dctaclimenl, was held in 
the most soveregin contempt by these hardy 


• Monsieur Abel Rem usi'f, in the second part of his 

history of Khotafi, is said by Klaproth (Mem. Rel. At’ 
Asire, U>inc2, p. 299) to have aniered into a very learn¬ 
ed disquisidon provinp the identity of the yn m 
of the Chinete .with the^'i<»p*i' of the ancients.—R. P. F. 

The yu is a wlicions mineral, colored with less inleo- 
jity bullpassing into heliotrope. It is therefore prate 
rather thanyade or uephtito.—fin. 
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inoni)tainecr.4 and after many fruitless attempti an hoar after (heir arrival, every itulividani 
tu induce the Moyoauff woon to allow him hml oonstruete.l a comfartaUle hut for liitn- 

to proceed witli even a small party, ho was self, and was busily en;^a<{ed nuokin;; the 

eonstrained to limit his further researohes tu rice, ^liieh, witli tlie addition of a few leaves 
tlievalley and amber mines. Repeat plueked fro n certain shrubs in the jiuigle, 
ed reniuiistranees ware necessary to induae forms the diet of the Burnian soldier on the 

the governor to proceed even so far, and it line of march. • 

wa.s not until the IPili of the month that an 

advanced guard crossed the river, and fired The tract oi cnantry tlpongh v"hioh the party 
a feu dejoic, after performing the ceremony passed on the first two days was hilly, abound- 
of sacrificing a buir.ible to the Jfhatgyoe (oi ed in a varieVv of fine forest troca ; hut on ap- 
spirits of the three brother Tsauhuas ot proaciiiiij; iVampoua^, the second encanipineiit, 
tfoniif/), witlioiit wliicli no expedition ever the country became more open, and the path 
marches fro:u the town. Even then, lhe_ dog- way led through a forest of very fine teak trees, 
ged obstinacy of tlie governor inilucod him to The principal rivets all flowed from the 
delay his depniture, and it was not until j/yi range of hills on Ibe cast ofilit'lr 

Captain Hanuay throalencd that lie would route, and are at Ihn season of the year mere 
tn.stautly return to .4?)« if there were any long- mountain torrents, with so little water in 
er delay, that the wiiy diplomatist coujd be them, that the path rrm)(ieiilly passes over 

induced to move. their rocky beds. The whole route from 

Moijounij to the H'alton^ valley, may he dos- 
Oii the id Ihey crossed the river and.erihed fteucrally ns passing between defiles, 
the camp was lor lied oa the noilliern bank, bounded bv the irilVrior spins of tbe 
III strict aicordaiiec wiili Burineso custoiii. (^y/t range on the u.ist, and numerous irregular 
Captain llaiinay’s tent (a comiiiou sepoy s lulls on the west; these defllcs form the na- 

pal) was the admiration ot every one but i(s tiiral cliaanels of numerous streams, whicli, 

owiiisr, wba now fur the lirst time iiiarelied flowing from the hciglus above, anil strug- 
wilh ail uiidiscipliiied rabble. “ The soldier .s gling amidst masses and boulders of detached 
huts,” says Capt. Ilannay, “are compo.sod roek, make their way eventually to the larger 
uf branches of trees aud grass, and if th^ vyish stream of the Numkonff, wliieti unites with 
to be parlieular, they caver them with a piece the /V'l/myifa .at Moifuuiu/, The only traces of 
of eluth, which is generally some old ariiele of iiiliabitaiits percepiihlc in the greater part of 
dress. The Myo-wuii’s station is in the centre ibj.s route were a few cleared spots on the 
of tlie camp, and in front of him are his own hills in the vicinity of some .scattered Kakliyen 
iiiuiiediatc followers, whose huts arc form- villages, and a few fisliiitg stakes in the iiioiin- 
cd into a street marked by^ a double^ line of tain streams. Near tlie rnoiitli of tiie 
spears. At the bead of this street the Hags A7«^»w/i/y tlic parly met with a few Kakliy- 
aie placed, and al.so the two small caiinuns en hut'^ which appear to liave been con- 
(ouo-pounders), whieli are sent with tlie force, slructed by tliat trih,*, dining their fislii 
I believe for the purpose of filing tlirce founds exeiirsioii; and at Tmchsul, an island iii 
morning and evening, to frighten tho neigh- the b’d of the Mjyonnj river, on which the 
bouriiig Kakliyens, and which cerem iiiy, tVjVcc encamped on tlie ‘i.-ilh of danuary, they 
1 suspect, will he gone through with as lu ieh passed two Kakhyen villages, and found 
gravity, as it would have the dcsiretf elfset. i njronnd completely strewed with graves fora 
My posiiioii is in front and ajitllo to the ! dt eoiisidcrahlc distanne, the prob'ible result of 
of the Myown, and wo are completely siir- some endemie disease wliicli induced tiie sur¬ 
rounded by the soldiers, whose huts are in vivors to desert the spot. Tlie finest lemon 
distinct lines, the men of each district keep- and citron trees. Captain Hannay had ever 
iiig together.” seen, were found here, and the tea plant 

was also very plentiful—the leaf is large. 
On tho 22nd they at length set out, and the a»d resembles that sold in Atiaas pickled tea; 
style of march was as little in accordance the soil in which it grew most luxuriantly is 
with the military experience of our traveller, discribed as of a “ reddish-colored clay,” 
as the previous encampment. “The men, to Thus far, a considerable portion of the route 
the number of 800, march in single file, and passed either directly over the bed of the 
each man occupies a space of six feet, being Mogmng river or along its banks ; but at 
obliged to carry a bangy coutaining his provi- Tsadozut, they crossed it for the last time, and 
sions, cooking pots, &c. besides his musket, at this spot it is described as a mere hill 
which is tied to the bangy stick. This is the stream with a “ bed composed pf rolled pieces 
most common mode of inarching, but some of of sienite and serpentine, with scales of mica 
them carry their provisions in baskets, which in it." The navigation of the river even for 
they strap across their forehead and shoulders, small canoes ceases below this spot, and those 
leaving their hands f«eo to carry their mus* wlii^h had aceompauied the party with sup- 
Jkets; but as to Msing them it*is out of the plies weip left, from inability to convey them 
Question, and 1 should say the whole party farther. 

fire quite at the mercy of anv tribe who choose * 

to make a sudden attack upon them.” On About four miles north of Ttadozut **flie 
reaching the encamping ground, however, road ascends about 100 feet and passes over 
these men gave proof how well tliey were a hilly tract, wbioh seems to run across from 
adapted to this mode of travellingf .for u the hillsioii the east to those on the west, snul 
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iR called bj (he natiTcs T»amhu toung. (the 
Mount Samu of the maps.) This transverse 
ridge evide 9 ti 3 ? forms the southern limit of 
the ffukong valley, and streams flow from it 
both to the north and .south ; the former mak* 
ing their wav to the Kht/endwcn, and the lat 
ter to tiro Mogountj river. 

“ Tsamhu-toung," sa}’8 Captain Hannay, “ is 
covered with noble trees, many of which, 
I think, are sal, and are of immense height 
and circumference. The tea-plant is also 
plentiful, besides a great variety of shrubs 
which are quite new to me. The rays of the 
sun seem never to penetrate to the soil of 
T$amhu toung; it may tlierefore bo ea.sily ima¬ 
gined how damp and disai^recable it is, more 
particularly as there is a peculiar and oiTen- 
sivo smell from a poisonous plant which grows 
in great abundance in tlii.s jungle, and the 
natives tell me that cattle die almost immedi¬ 
ately after eating it. 

On the 30th the party desended from the 
encampment on the northern face of this ridge 
to the Singphu village of Walobhutn, and final¬ 
ly encamped on the left bank of the Edikh- 
■^oung, about thiee furlong, distant from Me- 
t»A/(io»a or il/uny4;/M>a, tiic capital of the Hu- 
hang valley, “ where,” says Captain Hannay, 
“ our journey must end for the present; as, 
besides having no provisions, the men com¬ 
posing the force arc so completely worn out 
with fatigue,' that I am certain they could not 
proceed fu'tiler without a halt of some days.” 
This interval Captain Hanny assiduously em¬ 
ployed in collecting information regarding the 
valley, which bad from a very earlj^ period 
object of great geographical interest, 
as the site of ihe Pagendioen or amber mines, 
and at no very remote ora probably formed 
the bed of an alpine lake, which, like that ttf 
the Manigur valley, ha.s been sub.sequently 
raised to its present level by long continued 
alluvial deposits, and detritus, from the hills 
which encircle it on every side. The ten 
deuoy of every such deposition is to raise the 
level of the water, and facilitate its drainage, 
until it becomes so shallow, that evaporation 
suffices to complete the process, and render 
the soil a fit abode for future races of men. 
The numerous and extensive lakes in the 
mountainous regions of Thibet and Tarlarg 
are doubtless undergoing similar ohauges, 
and no great stretch of imagination is necf «- 
aarj to anticipate the period when they will 
becQiue the sites of extensive towns and vil¬ 
lages, and present striking contrasts to the 
ragged magnifience and solitary grandeur of 
tbo gaowj. regions which surround them. 

“ The valley of Hukong or Paueniwen,’* 
says Captain Hannay, “ is an extensive plain, 
bounded on all sides by hills ; its entont from 
east to north-west being at least 50 miled, and 
varyfng' in breadth from 45 to 50 biites, the 
.lilroadest part being to the east. The bills 
bounding the valley to the east are a eontinn- 
ation of the Shuedoms f- ggi range, wbieh is high 
oemmenoea at Mogtmng, attd seeiMf to^rwa in a 


direotion of N. 15 E.” The principal river of 
the valley is the Numtunuee or Khgetidioen, 
which flows from the Shuedoung-ggi runge^ and 
after receiving the contributions of numerons 
.small streams quits the valley at its north¬ 
western corner, and again enters the defiles 
of the hills, beyond which its course is no 
longer perceptible. On the western side of 
the valley there are bat few villages, and those 
thinly inhabited, the capital itself containing 
not more than thirty houses; but the north 
and eastern sides are said to be very popu¬ 
lous, the bouses in those quarters being esti¬ 
mated at not less than 8,000, nearly ail of 
wbicli are situated on the banks of the Towang 
and Debee rivers. All the low hills stretching 
from the western foot of the Shuedoung range 
wore under cultivation, and the population is 
said tu extend across to the banks of the 
Irawadi, in numbers suffioicot to enable the 
Singphos when necessary to assemble a force 
of nine or ten thousand men. 

‘'With the exception,” says Captain Hannay, 
“ of the village of MeinKliwon, which has a 
Shah population, the whole of the inhabitants 
of the valley are Singphos and their Assamese 
slaves. Of the former the larger proportion 
is composed of the Mirp and Tisan tribes 
with a,fewof the Laphai clan, who are still 
regarded as strangers by the more ancient 
colonists, and can hardly be viewed'but with 
hostile feelings, as this tribe have frequently 
ravaged Meinkkmon within the last six years, 
and were guilty of the still greater atrocity of 
burning a priest alive in his kgoung or monas¬ 
tery. 

Formerly, the population was entirely Shan 
and previous to the invasion of Amam by the 
Burmese, the town of RIeinkhmon contained 
1,500 houses, and was governed hy the chief 
of Mo^oun'^. From that period, the exactions 
of the llurmese officers have led to extensive 
emigration, and So avoid the oppression to 
which they were hourly exposed, the Shans 
have sought an asylum in the remote*glens 
and valleys on the banks of the Khyendwen, 
and the Singphos among the recc.sse‘s of the 
mountains at the eastern extremity of the 
valley. The state of affairs has led to general 
anarchy, and feuds are constantly arising be¬ 
tween the dilTeront tribe.s, which the quarrel 
of the Bessa and Dupha Oaums has greatly 
contribnted to exasperate. No circumstance 
is more likely to check these fends, and re¬ 
claim the scattered population of the valley, 
than the establishment of a profitable com- 
meroial intercourse with the more equitably 
governed valley of Assam, with which commu¬ 
nication is now becomming more intimate thaii 
at any previous period. 

4 

Of (he mineral prod uoCions of the Hukong 
valley, enumerated by Captain Hannay, the 
principal are salt^gold,amber ; the former, he 
informs o^ is procured, “ both on the nerth 
and south sides of the valley, and the waters 
of the Namtwonkak and Edi rivers are quite 
braekisb from the numorous salt springs in 
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their beds. Gold is fonnd in most of the ri¬ 
vers, both in grains and in pieces of the size of 
a large pea. The rivers which produce it in 
greatest quantity and of the best quality are 
the Kapdup and the Namkwun: the sand of the 
former is not worktid for this mineral, 1 asn 
told, but large pitsare dug on its banks, where 
the gold is found, us above mentioned. Besides 
the amber, which is found in the Payen-toung, 
or amber mine hills, there is another place on 
the east side of the valley called, Kotak bhum, 
where it exists in great quantities, but I am 
informed that the spot^s considered sacred by 
the Singphos, who will not allow the amber to 
be taken away, although it is of an inferior 
description.” Specimens of coal, were also 
found by Captain Hannay in the beds of the 
Hambhyu and Edi rivers ; and he learnt from 
natives that, in the Numtarong, a greatiqnan- 
tity of fossil wood was procurable. 

In its relation to Aisam and China, the trade 
of the Hukong valley naturally attracted a 
share of Captain Hannay's attention, and from 
his accounts it appears, that “ the only traffic of 
any consequence carried on in this' valley is 
with the amber, which the Siiigphos sell to a 
few Chinese, Chinese Sbans, and Chinese 
Singplios, who find their way here annually. 
The price of the common or mixed aipber is 

ticals a vis or four rupees per one seer and a 
half : but the best kind and wliat is fit for or¬ 
naments, is expensive, varying in price accord¬ 
ing to its color and transparency 

“ The Chinese sometimes pay in silver for 
the ainher, but they also bring with them 
warm jaukets, carpets, straw hats, copper pots, 
and opium, which they give in exchange for 
it. They also bailer llieir merchandvie for 
ivory and gold dust, but only in small quanti¬ 
ties. A few individuals from the Burman 
lerritoiies likewise come here, with cloths of 
their own ninniifacture, and also a* small 
quantity of British piece goods for sale. L'ul, 
as tlicy are obliged on their way hither to pass 
through the country of the most uncivilized of 
the Kakhyen tribes, they seldom venture to 
come. The greatest part therefore of British 
and Barman manufactures which are used in 
this valley, arc brought from Mnguung by 
Siiigpbo merchants. But 1 understand that 
within the last few years, several of them have 
gone to Assam with gold dust, ivory and a lit¬ 
tle silver, for which they reoeire in return 
muskets, cloths, spirits and opium. The fol¬ 
lowing is a li-st of British piece goods now sel¬ 
ling at Meiukhwen :—Common book-muslin 
used as head dresses, 14 rupees a piece; coarse 
broad cloth worn as shawls, yards long, 
18 rupees each; good cotton handkerchiefs, 
4 rupees a pair, and coarse ones, rupees a 
pair. These are the prices of goods bought 
at Avet, but what similar articles from A»am 
may cost, I cannot ascertain. The broad 
cjoth, liowever, that 1 have seen from the lat¬ 
ter place, is of a very superior quadity. The 

* Specimens in raatrice are deposited in the Society's 
Msseum.—£o» 


mereluots who come to this valley from the 
Barm&a territories are natives of 'fo, and the 
man who is now selling goods hero has fre- 
quenfty visited Calcutta, The dress worn by 
the Singphos of this valley Is similar to that of 
the Siians and Burmans of Mttgoung, but they 
frequently wear jackets of rod camlet,*or dif- 
fereut velvets whicli they nrna'riient with but¬ 
tons, and those who can aiford it »vear a broad- 
clotlf shawl. The arms in coiumuii use amohgst 
Uicm are tlie.dAu (of short sword) and spear. 
The women wear neat junkets of dark coarse 
cotton cloth, and their thamines or petticoats 
are full and fastened round the waist with a 
band, being altogether a niunli more modest 
dre.ssthan that worn by the Burman women. 
Those who are marvied, wear their hair tied 
on the crown of the head like the men, but 
the younger ones wear thciis tied close to the 
hack of the nock, and fastened with silver 
pins—both married and single wear white 
muslin turbans. The ornaments generally 
worn by them are amber ear-rings, silver 
bracelets, and neoklace.s of beads, a good deal 
resembling coral, but of a yellowish color, and 
these are so much prized by them that they 
sell here for their woigitl in gold. 

During his stay at Huhon^, Captain Hannay 
was visited by many Singphos from the bord¬ 
ers of China, fiom wlioin he learnt that the 
Sginmaekha river rises in the mountains bound¬ 
ing the plain of Khanti to the north, and is 
inclosed on the east by the Goulang sigong 
mountains, which they consider (he boundary 
between Burmah and China. This riv«r is, on 
the same authority, pronounced not to he navi¬ 
gable ev;n for canoe.s,and the most satisfactory 
confirmation is afforded of the accounts 
Captain Wilcox*. Several smaller streams 
fall into the Irawadg from the Shuedowng-gyi 
hifls on, the west, and the name Situnq 
Is given to the tract of country through 
svhich they flow. In this district gold is 
very plentiful, and it is found, says Cap¬ 
tain Hannay, “ over the whole tract of 
mountainous country, above the Sginmaekha. 
The Chinese visit this locality for the purpose 
of procuring the gold, and give in exchange 
for it, warm clothing, carpets and opium.” 

^ Of the several routes hy which communica¬ 
tion is kept up between the inhabitants of 
Hukong and the countries around, the prinei- 
pql. appear to be, one leading acro.ss the 
Shwdounggyi range to the eastern Singphos; 
a second, called the Legyep-bhum road, winds 
round the base of the iiioantain of that name, 
and leads in sixteen day.v to Munglang, the 
capital ofthe Khanti country, which was visit¬ 
ed by Captain Wilcox. 

The mostimportont one, however, with re¬ 
ference to^trade, lies in a south-east direction 

% . .. — 

t Although Captain Wilcox (As. R«s. vol.axvii, p, 
453), relying on the accounts given by Singphos of this 
river, appears to have formed rather an exaggerated esti; 
mate of its sue, hU cofijectures as to the position of its 
laurces are fully vm-ified by the statements made to Cap¬ 
tain llanna^i-'R. B* P. 
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froni'ilie £r«AeH^ from which thedt|trict 

of Knlege-^ainmo is hot more than eight nayii^ 
marcta tlislant; By this route the CWiiese, fre- 
t|aefltty travel, and it afl’ords a very salisfho- 
tory iwhof that intercourse may be held direct 
with ChitM, without the necessity ef following 
the.Cirouitous route by Mogounr, 

Among the several races of people inhabit¬ 
ing the valleys through which the principal 
rivers flow, the Khantis or Khuraptis hold a 
very conspicbotis rank : they are represented 
as a fine, hrave,*aad hardy race of men, nud 
aee held in great apprehension by the Bur- 
mahs, who, abont three years ago, attempted 
to raise revenue amongst them : the force de¬ 
tached on this duty, however, met with such 
determined resistance, that it was compelled 
to petiira, and no siiliseqiient attempt has liecn 
made bn their independence. They are in 
constant cDRiinunination with the Khunungs, 
a wild tribe inhabiting the mountains to the 
north and east, from whom they procure silver 
add iron. “ The former is found in a mine, 
said to be situated on the northern side of the 
mountains, to the north-east of Khanti." All 
the information Captain Hannay could obtain 
Idd'bini to suppose that this mine was worked 
by people subject to China, and from tlie dcs- 
ofiption given, he thinks they arc Lamas, or 
people of Thibet. The port of the Cliitiese 
terrtttfries' north-east of Khanti is known at 
Ifakong by the name of Mun^fan* and tlie 
Kimntis have no communication with it but 
tbrongh'the Khunungs. 

. ■» • 

Prom Meingkhown, Captain Hannay obtain 
ed a view of the bill, near which die tin 
■Warces of the f/ru river, one of the piincipal 
affluents of the Nhigthi or Khf/endwen: it bore 
Mouth fi5' west from Mfingkhnwn, an<l was 
about 25iniles distant. It is in the ririiiity 
of this spot that the most celebrated mines of 
serpentine are situated, and their position is 
thus described by Captain Hannay. 


wliieh the serpentine is found extending 1^ br?' 
20 miles." There is, however, another move’' 
direct route from Kam-mein which runs in a 
north-westerly direction. The whole tract of 
country is liilly, and several hot and salt 
springs are reported to exist near the Engdan- 
gyi lake, which is said to cover what was 
once the site of a large .Shan town called 
Ttmamge, The natives aiiirm that it was des¬ 
troyed by an earthquake, and from the des¬ 
cription given of a hill in the vicinity, the ca¬ 
tastrophe may have been produced by the 
immediate agency of volcanic action. 


“ A line drawn from Mogoung in a direction 
of V. 65 W. and another from Meingkhown N. 
26 W. will give the position of the .serpentine 
mine district. The Chiue.so frequently pro 
coed to the mines by water for two days’jour¬ 
ney up the Mognung.x'wer, to a village culled 
Kam-mein, at which place a .small stream call¬ 
ed Engdau-hhyoung, falls into the Mogoung 
river. From thence a road loads along tkc 
Engdau^lthgotmg to a lake several miles in cir- 
cumrcrcnce railed Engdu ggi,9,oi to the north 
of this lake eight or nine miles distant are the 
serpentine mines. The tract of country in 


* Itl'tiie wcoDil veiutne of Du llalde’s “ Oiina,” p 
StiSilie Rere thus deuHrlies thto tribe by which this 
tcset.ofeiMDntry-n iobaboedt and it» geographical site: 

' •* llfe mosi'^wj^ful among the. Tartar Lwas gre 
by the. who poss^ f. wide rivers 

ahd Vu-l^augho. Thb country was 
pded to th^'by Urmn^yt whom the Mahehewsmade 
r: ef Wadan) to ei'gage them ia hit ~ B. 


On the 21st of March, Captain Hannay vi-. 
sited the amber mines, and liis description is 
the first that has ever been given of the locali¬ 
ty from whence the Burmans obtain this 
mineral.. 

“ We set out at 8 o’clock,” he says, “ in the 
morning and returned at 2 p. M. To tiic foot 
of the hills the direction is about 26 w'cst, 
and the distance three miles, the last mile 
bring through a thick grass jiiii:;i(', aftc.' 
which tlirre is an ascent of one hundred feet, 
where tliorc is a sort of temple, at wliifh the 
natives, on visiting the mines, make nllViiuKs 
to tlie iigats or spirits. About a liuiidercd 
yards from this place, the maiks of pits, wiieru 
amber had been formerly dog for, are xisible, 
but this side of the hill is now deserted, anil 
we proceeded three miles further on to tlie 
places where the people are now employed in 
digging, and where the amber is must plentiful. 
The last tilrec miles of our road led tin oiigli a 
dense small tree Jungle, and the pits and 
holes were so nunicrous tiiat it wa^ willi dillr- 
eiilty we got on. Tlie whole tract is a succes¬ 
sion of small hillocks, the higlicst of wliicit 
rise abruptly to the lieignt of fifty feet, and 
amongst various sliiubs which cover these 
hillocks the tea plant is very plentiful. The 
soil throughout is a reddish and yellow color¬ 
ed nlay,'and the earth iii those pits, which 
had been for so.,ictiiue exposed to the air, 
I had a smell of coal tar; whilst in those which 
I had been recently opened, the soil had a lino 
aromatic smell. The pits vary from sis to 
fifteen feet in depth, being, generally speak¬ 
ing, three feet square, and the soil is so stiff 
that it does not require propping up.” 


“ I have no doubt,” Captain Hannay adds, 

“ tliat niy being accompanied by several Bur- < 
mese officers, caused the people to secrete all' 
the good amber they had foapd. For although 
tliey were at work in ten pits, 1 did not see a 
piece of amber worth having. The people . 
employed in digging were a few Singphos.. 
from the borders of CJtina an4 of this valley. 
On making inquiry regarding the cause of 
the alleged scarcity of amber, I was told that, 
want of people .to dig fof it was the principal 
cause ; but i should tlijnk the ineflieiency of 
the tools they use w.as the most plausible rea¬ 
son :-rthcir only itqpleiuents being a baiubu 
8 har|>enoiil At one dad, and- a small woodea' 
shovel.*' 

*‘.T>be moB# favoarnbte spicris for digging are . 

op idob spaeil «Q tiv« side! of the smair 
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lilHooks asarefrce from jungle, and I am told 
that the deeper the pita are dug, Uie finer (lie 
amber; and that that kind which ia of a hrighl 
pail .yellow, ia only got at the depth of fort} 
feet under ground. 

• 

A few days snliscqiient to this examination 
nflhe amber mines. Captain Hannay visited the 
^iumlnnoee or Khjfmiiwen, which flows through 
the valley about five miles north of Meinghwon 
in this pait of its course ; and at this season 
of the >car the sticam, as might have been 
anticipated, is small, but, in the rains Captain 
Hannay estimates that its breadth must be 
3U0 yards from hank to bank, and it is naviga¬ 
ble throughout the year for the large canoes. 

An island in the centre of the bed was co¬ 
vered with the skeletons of large fi.sh, which 
had been destroyed by the poisonous qhalily 
ol the fallen leaves of overhanging tree.s: — 
the natives cut the flsh so killed with impu¬ 
nity. 

After waiting several days at Meingklwon 
in anticipation of the return of some messen¬ 
gers who had been sent into A»»am, and suf¬ 
fering extreme inconvenicnco from the. dilfi- 
fulty of procuring ailcquate supplies for the 
forie, llie Myoswon began seriously to think ol 
returning to ALigomig. All expectation yf pio- 
seenting the journey into Amin had been 
relinquished, and tlio Dupha Uaura having 
voluntarily come into the camp, was received 
bv the. Uiirinan governor with a civility and 
distinction, extorted by his apprehension of 
the numerous Singphos ready to suppoit their 
leiloiibtable chiett.iin, whose inllueiice is 
said to extend to the frontiers of China. On 
the first of April the ceremony was performed 
of swearing in the diflereot Tsobuas (trijiutary 
chiefx) to keep the peace, which is thus des- 
ciibed by Captain Haunay. 

“ The ceremony commenced by killing a 
hiiHaloe, which was effucted with seve al 
strokes of a mallet, and the flesh of the ani¬ 
mal w|}.s cut np to be cooked for the occasion. 
Each Tsohua then presented his sword and 
spear to the spirits of the three hrother Tsnbu- 
as of who are supposed to aucom- 

pany the governor of the above named place, 
and to inhabit tlireosinall huts which are erect¬ 
ed on the edge of the camp. Otferings of 
rice, meat, &c. were made to these, ngatt or 
spirits, and on this being done, each person 
concerned in taking the oath received a small 
portion of rice in his hand; and in a kneeling 
posture, with bis hands clasped above his 
head, heard the oaths read both in the Shan 
and Burmese languages. After this, the pa¬ 
per on which the oaths were written was burn¬ 
ed to ashes, and mixed with water, when a 
Clip full of the ffiixtnry was given to eaohui 
the Tsobuas to' drink^ who, before doing so, 
repeated an assurance tbht they would keep 
the oath, and the oeromonv was concluded 
by the chiefs all sitting diiWn toguther and 
eating oat of the same dish.” The chieftains to 
whom this oath of frobearance was administer- 
•d were the Tboygeo of Shad 


—the Dnplia Gaum, aTVsnn Singpho—the Paa« 
wab Tsobua, a Laphaee Siugplio—the Situu- 
gyen Gaum, and Wengkeng-mouug, Mirip 
Singiflios—and Tare-poung-nouiig, a Tetan 
.Siugplio,—all of whom, by this act, virtually 
acknowledged the supremacy of the liurman 
iiulhorities, and their own suhjectioa to the 
kingdom of Am, 

TIrt) new Governor having snoceeded by 
threats and tlie practice of every art of extor> 
(ion, in raising us large a sum as it was po3« 
sihle to oolleet from the inhabitants of the 
valley and surrounding hills, announced his 
intention of returning io Mogoung •, and on the 
5th of April no inteliigenoe having been re¬ 
ceived from Asiofli, Captain Hannay loft 
Meiugkhwon on his return to Am, with a very 
favourable impression of the Singphos be bad 
seen, nlio anpearto possess great oapabilitiea 
of impiovcinent, and whose worst qualities are 
represented as the natural result of the op- 
oressive system of government under which 
tilt y live. One of their chieftains in conver¬ 
sation with Captain Hannay furnished a clue 
to the estimation in which they held the para¬ 
mount authorities around them by the follow¬ 
ing remark. “The British,” he said, “are 
honourahlo, and so are the. •Chinese. Among 
the Bunnans yon might possibly find one in a 
I hundred, who, if well paid, would do justice 
10 those under him. “ TheShans of Mogoung," 
be added, “ are the dogs of the Biirmaus, and 
the Assamese are wor.se than either, being the 
most dangerous backbiting raoein existenue.”* 

On the I2th of April, Captain Hannay reach¬ 
ed Mogaung,a.ad some boats arriving sliortty 
aliewardh liomtiie serpentine mines, he avai^b 
ed himself of so favouiahle an opportunity of 
acquiring some additional information regard¬ 
ing that interesting locality. He found tlio 
boats laden with masses of the stone so large 
■as to require three men to lift them. The 
owners of the boats were respectable Chinese 
Muoiilmans, who were extremely civil, and 
readily answered allthcquestious putto them 
by Captain Hannay, who learnt “ that, al¬ 
though the greater number of Chinese come 
by the route of Santa and Tali, still they 
are only the poorer classes wlio do so: the 
wcaltlieir people come by Bamo, which is 
both the safest and the best route. The total 
number of Chinese and Chinese Shana who 
have this year visited the mines is 480.” 

“ I have made every inquiry,” adds Captain 
Hannay, “ regarding the duties levied on these 
people, both on their arrival here and on their 
purchasing the seypentine, anifl am inclined 
to think that there is not much regularity in 
the taxes, a great deal depending on the va¬ 
lue of the presents made to the head-man. 
Formerly, the Chinese were not allowed to go 
to tho^lnls, but I understand the following 
is now the syMess carried on in this business* 
“At partioolarseasons of the year, there 
arc about 1000 mep employed in digging for 
serpentine: they are Burmahs, SbAns, Cbinesei 
i Shaos, aqd Sip^boii. These people eabh 
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a of'i'iidal a month, for beinj* alloW' 

o^ tojilf at the mlBes, and the produce ‘of 
Ibeir tabdtif to considered their own. ‘ c 

'"'^Tfid'Chinese who come for the serpentine, 
cM their arrival at Mogonng, each pay a tax of 
fl^'m IJ to 2^ deals of silver, for permission to 
j^oceeeftothe mines, and Itticai anionlii da- 
nng their stay there. Another duty is levied on 
the boats or ponies employed in carrying away 
the serpentine, but this tax varies according 
to circumstances; and on the return of the 
Chinese to Mogoung, the serpentine is apprais- 
dd and a lax of 10 per cent, tpkeh on its va¬ 
lue, The last duty levied is a quarter of a 
tical from hrery individual, ou his arrival at 
the village of Topo, and there the Chinese de¬ 
liver tip all the certificate's they have had, 
{^anting them permission to proceed to the 

On the Ptii of April, no intelligence having 
been received of the messengers sent into 
Assam, Captain Hannay determined to return 
to Ava, and, embarking on a small boat, he 
reached Same in four days, and arrived at 
Av*, on the 1st of May. The time occupied 
in returning from Meingkhwon lo Ava was 
only eighteen days, while the journey to that 
frontier post was irit completed in less than 
forty-six of actual travelling,—a very striking 
l^rouf of the extreme difficulty of estimating 
the distance between remote points, by the 
number of days occupied in passing from 
cine,to the other, unless the circumstances 
under which the journey was made arc 
particnlfrly desoribed. That portion of the 
route between Meingkhwon and Beesa in 
Assam, which Captain Hannay was preveiit- 

f [l visiting, will probably in a short tiuio 
e a.S[ well known as the territory lie has 
already so succesfally explored, and the re¬ 
searches in which he is now engaged, extenCi- 
ing Beesa in Assam to Meingkhwon in the Hu- 
hoag valley, will complete the examination 
of a line of country not surpassed in interest 


by any, which our existing lelalioii'eflth fin 
empire of have afforded as an opportunity 
of visiting. His labonrs have filled the void 
necessarily left in the researches of Wilcox, 
Buriton, and Bedford, and have greatly ooAtri- 
bhted to dispel the donht and uncertainty, 
which ^ey bad not the opportunity 'of remov? 
ing. While the officers of the Bengal pro* 
sidency have been thus saccessfuily engaged 
in geographical inquiries on the north of Ava, 
the south »nd western districts have been 
explored with equal seal ahd intelligence by 
those of the Madras Presidency; and the 
spirit of honourable competition, which has 
already stimulated tlie researhes of Drs. 
Richardson and Bayfield, and Lieutenant 
Macleod, with such marked advantage, bids 
fair, in a comparatively short time, to render 
the Whole empire of Ava better known than 
the most sanguine could have ventured to 
anticipate. Did the results of such journies 
and investigations tend only to an increase of 
our goographycal knowledge, they would 
even then be most valuable: but to suppose 
that the consequences of this intercourse be¬ 
tween intelligence and ignorance are so limit¬ 
ed, is to take a most ioadequate view of the 
subject: the confidence inspired by the visits 
and conduct of a single individual,* has 
already opened a oommunication between 
Yunan and Maulnuin, and the caravans of 
China have eotninenoed their annual visits 
to the British settlements on the coast: the 
journey of Captain Hannay will in all pro¬ 
bability lead lo a similar result between As¬ 
sam and the northern districts of Yunan ; and 
the time may not be very distant, when Bri¬ 
tish merchants located at Bamo, will, by their 
superior energy and resources, extend its 
now rostricted trade to surrounding countries, 
and pave the way for amelioratiog the condi¬ 
tion and enlightening the ignorance of their 
numerous iiiiiahitauts. 

• Dr. Richaidson, of Aladras.—i** 
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When any member of a respectable family is 
gtUcked with a severe disease, toeUee leaves 
Bocompanied with propitiary munturs are of¬ 
fered to SAi«a,^aiid sometimes to otlier deities, 
with some addrtional ceremonials, from a posi¬ 
tive-CQAviotion that the adoption of such a 
cangee. is sore 4o bring all the agonies ofill- 
ness to a speedy and salutary termination. 
The brahmios are also in the habit qjf reciting 
a jroots* before persons laboring under .fever, 
andiAawsJaid it. down as an irn^ragaiile tnax- 
imyi^Maa nttentive bearing of its contents 
Jtf^e M the best febrifuges, in the world. It 
^Jrmly .^^iqved, that the different distem- 
jHonerbieliialBietew^uuI and ace tie easses 


of all our wailing and woe, emanate from a 
number of petty gods acting in charge of them 
by order of the Great Maker of the Universe, 
and in proportion as attention is bestowed on 
imploring or winning their meroy, they become 
lenient and compassionate towards their vo¬ 
taries. In very hot weather, when the rage 
of cholera morbus is generally virulent in Cat- 
cotta, and the ghauts are crammed with the 
dead and- dying, prevents of sweetmeats, 
fruits, iuiQt pour in without intermission in 
the tapering mundeer of .Wollak Wooto Thah- 
rune,. whose fury in inoreasing the. horrors, of 
tbe,suskam can ubver be appeased until i^oh 
luoious viands as these are tonsported iuto 
the great laboratory of her belly* feihe of 
coarse thho begins to tdieridh Ariendly ffeelafe 
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t«wArd« her wonhippora, bat ia eertainly ini' 
ynioni to.those that fail to satisfy the graedi* 
MSS of her palate, 

■ During the inoeulation of a Hindoo, which 
ia nsuaiiy effected tiere at an early age, the 
goddess SitolA is worshipped with every mark 
^veneration. From the day of the perfor* 
nance of inoculation iiil.it ia perfectly dry, 
thd admission of (ishes into the dwelling 
-house is strictly proliibited, nor are the tlhoo- 
6e«atlawed to wash the clothes of the family. 
A sumproda of songsters is entertained to sing 
in honor of this deity on the night preceding 
the day of her being thrown into the water. 
The songs heard on this occasion are princi* 
patly of a religions nature, and continued till 
the ticawallahs (inocutators) make their ap- 
pearance, and complete the ceremony by 
putting a atnaii boat on their heads, which 
perhaps means that Silola safely embarks in 
it for her native realm admidst the burst of 
admiration and loud hosannas of her adorers. 

The Hindoos believe both in the transmigra¬ 
tion and immortality of the soul. But uhero 
tioes the soul go after we have “ slinflled off 
this mortal coilf' This a question which had 
once engaged the attention of a profound phi¬ 
losopher of the feliciliout Dwapiw Yug, and the 
singnlardi8Cour.se delivered hy him liicwupon, 
however abounding it may bo in statements 
that are apparently the fabrications of a per¬ 
turbed imagination, or illustrations tinctured 
with n hue of poetry, has saved liic subject 
from being agitated any longer, and the voice 
that settled it is deemed the “ voice potential 
of an omniscient being.” As informalion con¬ 
nected with such matters has not yet been 
coinmiinicaterl to the world by any traveller, 
ancient, or modern—nay not even by the gal¬ 
lant oaptnin who oircumnnvigated the whole 
globe, we shall not hesitate to give an expn.se 
of the theories of Vishsho (for that is tl^e name 
of the learned man above alluded to) respect-' 
ing that “ undiscovered couittry from whose 
bourne no traveller returns,” and which have 
obtained from lime immemorial the universal 
credit of the Bengalees. 

The Jome Pooree nr the palace of Joma (God 
of Death) is in the southern part of the world. 
It is a most spacious and towering edifice, and 
has four portals on its four sides. The suttees 
gain their admittattoe through the northern 
ytate; the soldiers who die glorious deaths in 
file del J through the eastern ; and the bustoras 
whose noses and foreheads bear the stamp 
of Tiluck and Horimum, as well hs those that 
duly appreciate the intrinsie Worth of virtue, 
tfavough the westerd. The northern gate is 
expressly inteniled for the entranoe of the 
einfbl. The good and the pious seethe GOd 
of Deathin tlie shapeaof ayoting man of sir- 
teen years, having a placid coaifteDanbe,''bettt- 
•ing with benign • looks and the benevolent 
•mites. But before the wioketf, be assnmes 
•a <iaite different aspect. Not ’a sthgle mark 
' of comeliness is then to be observed. 'He 'sifs 
On his throne like a visnged'tyrant 

^Vitb an iron red In his hand” and mdstaefante" 


all ei|rled to add flereenen toliis eyee. Hit 
neck IS said to be adorned with beads, and 
one of his .tegs rests on tlie other, afflicted ae 
it has been for years and years vvith okpkuntio- 
sis, which we presume the.medical gentlemea 
of that qua'rfer of the globe must have pro- 
nounced incurable, and might pro^e<atal to 
the life of Juma unless the aid of some of the 
distinguished doctors of this city of palacea 
be diliciied ! 11 The God of Death has ia 
his employ a very expert accountant named 
Chitro Gopto (sprnng from the arms of Brstk-i 
mah) who keeps a regular ledger with a deb¬ 
tor and creditor side, containing the sums of 
virtue and vice acquired or committed by 
every citizen of the world, and at the death ot 
him or her the said account is bronghttoa 
close, and the balance struck off shows the 
amount of purno or paup, ot good or bad ac¬ 
tions, performed in this probationary life. 

When an individual is in a gasping stale and 
prepares to take leave of all the terrestrial ob¬ 
jects so dear to him, the watchful Jiuma ascer¬ 
tains whether he led a virtuous or vicious Ufe, 
and instructs his doot, who are sent to take 
away his soul, to treat him respectfully if he 
was a man of good character, and harshly if 
ollierwi.se. The sinful persons become ex¬ 
cessively fiightened at tlie -fline of their death* 
The jorke doot, or the messengers of Jumd, 
who are invisabic to mortal eyes, come and 
surround them a few moments beTore their 
expiration, and every groan that they breath 
is supposed to proceed from the sight of their 
grisly forms, or the infliction of Meir niiseeit 
torments. As soon as they breath tlteir last* 
their souls that are said to be like human 
shapes,,and not bigger than a thumb, being 
taken out from their bodies are tightly tie# 
with ropes of leather and are carried with, 
force in the midst of thorny places,' bnriliiig' 
sands and tanks boiling with sulphur and olhel: 
combustibles. They are then ushered into 
the Jomepooree, when the dreadful Junta after 
being informed of their sins hy Chitro Gopto, 
pronounces sentences on tlieni arcording to 
his own idea of the rationale of punishment. 

There are eighty hells in the dominion of Ju» 
ma, to which criminals of different classes are 
consigned for )*ears and years on arcount of 
their misclieivous conduct in the world. The 
description of these hells is really appalling 
and is 

, Abominable, unatlerable snd worse, 

Than (ablet have yet feign’d or fear conceived. -' 

Some of these are covered w'itli red hot cop¬ 
per blazing day and night; some oftliem abound 
in scorpions and serpents of tremendous mag-- 
nitude; some oftbdmare flowing with *' waves 
of torVent fire” mikod ivitii suffocation; while 
OtlieVs contain a vhst acenmniation of filth' 
and dirt wliofeobnoxious effluvia mixed with 
our atmospberie air, Are siire to deaden lIA 
sensihiiitias pf par olfactory nerves, lower 
pHces of flowers,‘'snuffs, and perltamefl^ 
generate MaUtriu htainiit which the drpadl^ 
battery of ohr leh'fbed doctors' has been uito^ 
ed for the lasttiup years, 8a|;metfrfltd lAhliilfs 
kadtrott4>iPi^Nhe hierfiee-ntiiun'(%<rf 





, {\ 


wa ^Mtrantion lUnft 'onmlii^f 
f CatodUan! Bat God fprbid 
ilb^ld be dtir fate 1 Late the sinners 
horrible abodes ffor their tiii- 
but our iritbers must fae,afiwranf;i 
JUNt; the.period of pinfisbuieiit is ofer^ the 
■Ifllat er« again allowed to be bomdirthe world 
luitin low families, and if they behave-better, 
they rise higher and higher in After lives! 


the ^gra8«*’'df' inahibtrltf^ bRl% 

breathe ef gentle .Sbini^i^ ‘mtrlmUnly oT-bh1i> 
Mihgdirodkii, the i«i3litthV*tr‘B6itifi"’^^ Jfiit- 
ntfm and 97i»t(rff~tbe cMrtningtitinati^lt^.of 
gold feathered birds, and/thodsandboffasolHiik 
tions of an eqnallv allnring naihirevdonot only 
prove “ a perpetual feast ireetar’d sweets to 
the eye and the ear, but. 


The squls or the -spititual figares of the -to the bean inspires 

good and . the virtuous being taken before Urn.il <teUi.|.t an.t joyahle to drive 

Juma, are respected anti honored, and a»e at ^ »adaes-i ami dispatr. 

lastsent for the enjoyment of genuine happinets Calcutta. 28lh June, 1837. [ EnglUhtaan. 


MARKED OR PUNCHED COJIPANY’S RUPEES. 


A Regulation of Government of tlie 261h 
April 1837, rflatin(f to the reception in the 
Government Treasuries of the luaiked and 
punched Compan 3 's rupees, provided tbev be 
of the proper weight, has been the subject of 
some remaik lately in the Eiif'lis/tmnn and the | 
Courier. Wiiboat entering at present into \ 
the very narrow gronncls of disenssinn occu¬ 
pied by our conte.nporaries, we .simil give the , 
subject oar consideration, and wo confess at 
once that as far as we can see into the inailer, 
the Government Regulation appears to us 
calculated to benefit the public, at least the 
revenue paying public. Company’s rupees 
are to be received in the Treasuries provided 
th ey be of the weight as prescribed'in Sec- 
"“'tfbn HI. of the new coinage Ilcgulation, Act 
XVII. ofl83.'j. 

^ By that Section it is enacted, that the 
Company’s rupee, half rupee, and double ru¬ 
pee, shall he a good legal tender, provided 
the coin shall not have lost more than two 
percent, in weight, and proBiVfcd it shall tiot 
have hern cbpt or filed otherwise than by me. 
Company's rupees, therefore, are now reeeiva- 
hie into the Government Treasories, provided 
they shall not have lost more than two percent, 
in weight, and provided they shall have the 
Appearance of having been worn or defaced on¬ 
ly by use. We beg, therefore, attention to the j 
words In italics, because they would appear I 
to contain the balsamic power of soothing the ! 
tender apprehension expressed by the English- 
man, touohingtlie cnnntcnanre and enoourage- 
inent apparently given by the new Regulation 
to-auch as might make it their occupation 
to debase the coin; and because in like man- 
lierthe same words would, it would seem, go 
to show, that the latitnde extended by Go- 
uernneut totlie tiegea, to scratch tht^rupee by 
Whg of ftsRertaiaing its genuineness, as* con- 
fMPplaied by the Csurisr, is on no account 
^Aottoaed or ai^rored of by Government; 

- 4|tod furtbermore, we call attention to the ita- 
^llotb’beoaose the words of this Section HI bf 
AetXVll.' ol'’18d&ao prktted by us^ittao go 


to show that there is in the Book called Prin- 
sen’s useful Tables, published by tlic Assav 
M.ister of the Mini, the following important 
inisstiiteirieiil, whieb e iiisidering tlie source 
finni whence the slntenicrit proceeds, and the 
force of aiitbnriiv it will consequently obtain 
to tliesuiiuus delusion of llic lieges, it be¬ 
hoves Mie vompiler of Prinsep’s useful Tables 
foithwitb to correct. Sc tion III. says that 
all rupees are good weight, until they have 
lost two per cent by fair usage. 

Prinsep’s useful T thlcs sav : “ Alf silver 
money of (bo tiew Slandard (with a straight 
Qiilliiig or plain edge) is ro-isidcred by law, 
as of full weight, .itiiil ii has lost bt wear, or 
oihcnwisc, 2 pie in the rupee; or in ion nil 
terms one per cent,” Here it cleailv appears 
tliut the C>o< ei iiiiieot and tiie Assay Master arc 
atvaiiance; (In; Oavermnent is mue liber¬ 
al than its otiieer by one bundled per cent,, 
and the new Kugulilion of 26th April 1837, 
appears to ns, as we bate said, to be a toleia- 
Idy libeial enactment, all thingsconsideicd. 
According to the Useful Tables, all persons 
can take tlieir bullion t» ilic Mint for coinage, 
be it gold or silvei ; and alter it Iir.s been sub¬ 
jected to the process of cutting and burning, 
to ascertain the absciiec of any frandulcnt 
admixture, the assay tests are exhibited, and 
the owner then gets his bullion turned inio 
gold-nioliurs or rupees, as be may think pro¬ 
per, paying for the trouble of the operation 
to Government, 2 per cent on the amount 
coined, with some inher expense for the assay 
process. This two per cent, called seignorage, 
is the Government cliarge for coining. The 
bnllinii is, therefoi'e, by so much the more 
valuable when coined ; and the Oevernment 
labour, which renders U ao much more valua¬ 
ble than so much weight of mere bullion, 
having been paid for onee, it would be an ex¬ 
tortion were Governmeiit to say; allowtag 
nothing for the defacing of the coin-and pon- 
8e<|aent alteration of its weight in the proeesa 
of Its cireiiiation, '* yon (the Zemindar) must 
pay the coin bkok to me even itt the «tgto..J 





iniHp«tf|»»iii «rcii^ hi(«}i^^ Ai.i^]!' ihta- 

j|M«<i for bj^ 4fae fiojnini; ^bHr^en; and Go* 
waoient beiqj^ boand (ai lea^t we anofoae 
an)^a oonvert defaced rapeea'whicli>bav« lost 
,flioroiban.two percent, in weight into new 
eniHWB nf Qio legal etand^tl, upon «u«b bcin:! 
lafccR to the .Mint for re-coinage, Ote extra 
.expence of thia re4asae being defra}oil out of 
the fund arising from aeignnrag ' and as$a) 
charges, it being clear that sochrup''es being 
legal tender, cannot bo treated by Govern- 
nient as bullion, and it being the nhjecH o' 
all Governments to restore and perfect i.'ieii 
ooinage as fast as it returns into the Mint. 


Government, by this new Regolnfion of 26'h 
April 1837, pot itself on a level with the pub¬ 
lic. and receives ns legal tender to itself, that 
rupee which it had alreadv made legal 1 -mlei 
to the rest of the world, taking awav to a cer¬ 
tain extent the diseretionarv power in its offi¬ 
cers to pronounee upon the rupee tendered for 
revenue vested in them hv the prorlamatinn 
of the 2d September IBHo; and hv so putting it¬ 
self on a level with the inildic, GoveriiinenI 
in that decree, gels lid of the abuse and ex¬ 
tortion to which Revenue pavers uere liable 
to be exposed. According to old practice in 
the Treasuries, li.;ht rupees were received hv 
Government officers as bullion, and the de- 
fieiency in the standaid weight was made good 
by the payer. Tlic new Regulation has now 
fixed the limits to liglil rupees for Governinciii 
ilseif as well a* for the nuhiie, and therefore 
we think the new Kegulailon bcucfieial and 
good. 

The question of preventive nfcasiires 
ngaiiist the debasing of the com by the peo¬ 
ple, is one of great difficnlfv ; but we cannot 
SCO 111 wlsut way the new Regulation js likely, 
to enerease the evil, as apprehended hv the 
Englishman. Two per re A. i.s allowed for 
the elfects of cirenlation on the sl.indurd 
weight of the rupee, but dipt, or filo't, or punch¬ 
ed lupees are not legal tender, wlictlicr of the 
specific legal weight or not; and consideiiiig 
tlie short time the new rupee has been current, 
me;e nac ought not to have always produced 
a deScincy from the standard weight. 

The effects of clipping or filing upon a rupee 
are besides self-evident and very easy of detec¬ 
tion; punching and loading rnpoc.s is also 
easily detected ; a coin so falsified will not 
ring with that silvery argentine note given 
forth upon pompulsion by iU purer sisters; 
ao that the Government treasuries are not 
. dikely to be inundated with this sort of clipt 
or punched rupees, q^d temptation to deface 
Aod debaso the coin,, remains,»a& it appears 
.to ns, just in statue quo as before the passing 
,;Of.thenew regoiation on the subject, and the 
-Tpoblic is so bettered by tbe regtfjation totlie 
.^amount of tbo bribery, vexation and extortion 
now existing or likely to spring np, the ex- 
^tmetiouof whipb iaay,be iwUojpatqfdby the 


■ . ! ' 

We ave glad i^hfiTettin'nofipKnrtitif the 
karuin defending th0'prd|»Hety'«f tW Govetfiivi 
ment'Order of;tbe.2ttii'Blt relaUve'lt^tatiul'k^ 
ed or putiehed’’ rupees.- By tiie bye, odr Odnip 
lemuorasy being so fond of preeision in WdPde 
we fieg to ask him whether he has rightly 
sigiin.ed ting order bearing the signature of a 
Secretary to Government, by tei uiing it a Re- 
giilation. But our eontempoary, in liia strict- 
nc.<s of interyireiation, does iioi con -cive that 
it is allowed .to scratch a rupee in order to as* 
oertntn its genuineness. This latitude, he says, 
is oil no account sniiciioneil or approved of by 
Government.” To shew that wo were wrong 
in supposing that a man iniglit now prove liie 
coin will H srntlck witlioul putting it out of 
nirciilHtioii, our contemporary qoiites the 
woi Is of ilie. third .Section of Act No. XVII. 
of 18.5 of i!ie Indian legislature, which, as be 
lia.s oitii tied four wurds tending to help out 
lii.s argiimciii, wiiieii fur distinction sake we 
piiiit in Italic.-, we will here iusert: 

IIT. And he it enacted, that the Company’s 
rnpec, fialf rupee, and daiible rupee, shall 
be legal tender in satisfaction of all engage¬ 
ments, provided the cfliii sliall not iiavc lost 
more than two pet cent, in weiglit, and pro¬ 
vided it .sliall not have been clipped, or fil d, 
or have been defaced otliei wise Ilian by u.te. 

He begs parliciilar attention to Ih^ words. 
We are U.S aiientivo as ho could desire, and 
do not perceive any interdict to our scratbliing 
every ru|)cetliat in iy pass through our lian^it, 
The prohibition is limited to rupees clipped, or 
fled, or defaced otherwise than by use. A 
..sbglit scratch is no defacing of the coin if 
it were, many a rupee would be defaced Ig 
use, for it would be impossible to prevent ac¬ 
cidental maiks of that kind. But why refer 
at all to the Act when it is modified by the 
same authority 'iliinli pas.scd it? We have on¬ 
ly now to do wilii the wording of the Regula¬ 
tion (ns the yiurAai'H term.s it) of2fiili April; 
1837, wherein it is ordered that “ the oliicers 
in charge of Guvcrnnienl treasuries shall not 
object to receive rupees or other silver coin 
of legal currency on tbo ground of their being 
marked or punched." Marked or punched?— 
what is a scratch but a tnark ? So titan we were 
uArect even to the letter and onr contemporary 
is also wrong in saying that “ dipt, or filed, or 
punched rupees are not legal tender’ ’—we 
mean us to the words in italicii. Indeedit 
was to remove .doubts upon this very point 
that the order of last month was promulgated. 
Tlie natives were in tbo habit of testing a 
rupee, when wanting (as many ate,) that 
silvery argentine, not given forth upon com- 
puisson oy its purer sisters,” by nicking itnn 
the edge, tl«reby not depriving it oWany part 
of Us weight; others put their stamp upon the 
coin with a punoh. The Mint Master was na- 
der an impression that this was • iiefaee.i»«it 
eontemplti^d ii the words of the Act, itdiXtems 
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the praoliee of •<} marking; the onin was no 
fraud and no injury to the public or the State, 
since It oaosed no loss of weight as in the 
olippiog Or Aling it. Ifenoe then the recent 
pydw whlcA our contemporary has so misin- 
torfiteled. 

The JfiitjMru, being determined to’set every 
body right, after dealing with the Euglithman 
■nd the Courier^ pointii out an “important 
missiatcnrenl" in “ the. book called Priniep't 
T/ttfui 7'ialht, published by the Master 

of the Mint;’’ in which it is stated, that 
“ All silver money of the new Standard (with 
a straight milling or plain edge) is consider¬ 
ed bp Uw, as of full weight, until it has lost 
by wear, or otherwise, 3 pie in the rupee ; or 
in round terms otie per cent.” Here, says our 
contemporary, “ it clearly appears that the' 


Oovernmentand the Assay Master Sroat vaiff'* 
anise,” Section III. of Aet XVll. of IS86, hav¬ 
ing said that all rupees are good weight until 
they have lost two per oeat. by fair Usage, aOd 
therefore that" the Govemiheatis mere liber¬ 
al <than its officer by one Jhnndred per cant.” 
Now if onr contemporary had but (sonsnlted 
the title page of Prinsep's I7$eful Tables, lie 
would have found that the date of publicatioiii 
lA3i, was a full year anterior to the promul¬ 
gation of the new Coinage Act, and lliat the 
title page was embellished with a design for 
the British India rupee not then determined 
npon. When a second edition shall be pnb- 
lished, which we believe is in contemplation, 
due notice will no doubt be taken of the al¬ 
tered state of the laws affeoiing the coinager 
—Calcutta Courier, Map 18. 


THE LATE FIRES—LOSS OF LIVES AND PROPERTY. 


The late Arcs have elicited, as they natural¬ 
ly would do, murb notice in the publio prints. 
Several cleverly wrtitien letters have appear¬ 
ed, the Police is abused, and the .poor natives 
ara now labouring under the hideous uliarge 
of inceodiartm 1 The dealers in the materials 
necessary for the construction of the native 
bnts are made out, byall sorts of witty gen¬ 
tlemen who Incubiate in print, to be neither 
more nor less; than a joint stock association 
for the dommittal of arson! The man who 
happens to sell bamboos, beanstalks, gransticks, 
^tj^avB, and other hot-building materkiis, is, 
aeoovdtng to the doctrines broaolied at pre¬ 
sent, convicted ex-offieio of incendiarism ! He 
wishes to get rid of hts wares on band and, 
lAsr^rc, is it coolly asserted that he will not' 
scruple to commit the capital offence of arson. 
His loveof gain most snroly be of a very acute 
nature when, rather than not sell his goods, 
or read the fruits of labour in his vacation, 
be will at once plunge headlong into the 
commission of aU alrooious offence, and will 
thus lieedlessly put in jeopardy the lives of 
his fellow Hindoos and creatures. This is 
contrary to human nature. No man nor set 
of men become at once, from selling gransticks 
and straw, burners of houses, and, in point 
of (aoi, robbers and murderers, as they are now 
described. ‘ *' 

■ .Quel quia, crintet.tottjourspTfc^ileQt leagrandt mnuil 
"El iiunaia on n* uvu temaide innocence, 

' Paaser tout dun coup, a 1’ extreme licence. 

^The charge made, as it is, in a drolling, fa¬ 
cetious, and devil-may-care manner, is, ne- 
verlhetcss, so grave in its nature and so utter- 
ly repg 2 i),anMo. our feelings and convictions, 
that W^c'annot let it pass without Pxamina*. 
thji^.A'iMiiv of tiic fires, we are led tosupp&i^— 
we pave alrea^ to a former notlppof the 
Stated Uip fact^---»eyhaveariiieitOHUf 
/f^pnitianstni and, pf see have said aboveutup- 
ppil^paf' roporteniaccoantcif thepase allii(|c.<j 
to to he correct, the individual kraS in^nestidn 


olearly an inoendiaiy. He may,however, have 
been actuated by private motives of pique, jea¬ 
lousy, or other causes; and it is an adopUou 
of the argumentum per saltum with a vengeance, 
to jump to the oonclu.sion, unsubstantiated 
by a spark of evidence, that for as rauuii aa 
one individual has been once and again im¬ 
prisoned on charges of incendiaiisin, that, 
therefore, every gharamee, gtildar, or in what¬ 
ever otlier name they may rejoice, are in com¬ 
bination, league, and covenant to oouimit au 
atrocious crime—a erime at variance with the 
manners,habits, and feelings of Ibis popula¬ 
tion the most gentle and ductile probably that 
exists; a crime destructive of life nut only ip 
animals, hut in human subjects, and tbereforc 
at variance with every precept of their religi¬ 
ons nuilODS and principles; a crime, in a 
word, tlie dreadful consequences of which 
must present themselves to the mind of the 
most stupid and the most interested, involving, 
as it does, the destruction of life and property. 
Let us now quietly examine the grounds up¬ 
on which this accusation of whole classes is 
based. One man, on the authority of one re¬ 
port, the correctness of which w.e question, al¬ 
beit in our own columns, is convicted, and 
senteoGod to imprisonment for incendiarism : 
convicted, moreover, eoram non juttiee, if the 
charge of arson were proved. His former ooo- 
I viction is not particnlariued, and the Ma- 
I gistrate who committed him is not named; 
and we cannot frame to our coufcience Ike 
belief that two Magistrates could at two 8«- 
, veral times make the extraordinary mistake 
; imputed to them^that is, they could not.^ 
BO absurd as to give six mouths’ imprison¬ 
ment iu puni^ment ofu crime they.were. uni 
empowered to try ! 'tho 114th section of the 
Indian Criminal Act provides for .thp crime.ia 
question. The casg was a case for the SeBsiqnf. 
Our reporter, we feel qssured, wu« mistakeuin 
.ope or both of his Atatemen,ts. The alternnti vp 
of heioffpompolled in shift the miastatemeut to 
the shoulders of the Mngistra'tes is too shocking 
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W« cannot suppose it pouible that sucb 
an ocearenoe slieald iiave taken place. The 
anas of the aSair inustr therefore, until eloar* 
ad up,, rest on the shoulders of our reporter ; 
Jet him exculpate himself, or explain as soon 
as he may. , • 

It matters, however, not a jot te our pre¬ 
sent purpose. whether or not such exculpation 
ever take piece. Taking our statement of 
the fact to he correct, what is the deduction 
from it. Why, that one case of* incendiarism 
has been proved. That will not, in conscience 
or in reason, suHice to enable people to make 
against a whole class of men so cruel a charge, 
upon the authority of this one case. Than, 
again, whp, we would ask, is this spirit of 
inoendiai'ism more agog this year than in 
previous yeats ? Why have the conflagrations, 
according to all accounts, exceeded t$n-fold 
the burnings of former years ? Are we to 
presume that the stock on hand of stran and 
gransticki necessitated a greater consumption 
of huts, to give employment to the seller-* of 
this material, and to give work to those who 
construot the huts ? The demand for huts is 
on the increase: every s]>ot of ground, accord., 
ing to the Reformer, in the populous neigh* 
bourhonds is tilling— even the very tanks 
have been built over, either to make room, 
or to get rid of maisma. But bo the ctfuse of 
the increasing inhabitants of the waste 
grounds what it may, surely the persons who 
sell the hut materials have no temptation to 
burn in order to increase their demand. Their 
policy would have been to have let well alone; 
but materials were never so much sought after 
as lately. The demand and supply in these 
sort of materials very soon find their level; 
and supposing a stagnation in the straw and 
granstiuk department, it surely is a singular 
expedient to adopt, on the part of the merchant, 
via., that of hnrning his oton hut, ns well as 
that of his neighbour, together with his depo*, 
sit of wood, straw and other JjiUt materials, t>y 
way of increasing the demand ! The agency 
of crows and kites Is also called into requisi¬ 
tion io support this incendiarism theory. 
This form of illusttration of proof is certainty 
very ingenious, bat it has but an apocryphal 
appearance after all—the poor dear crows 
love not the bazaars; and the parable of the 
kites, and their dioppings, is old womanish. 
The ehaneet, as any member of the Jockey, 
Club, or any reader of Bernouilli, will tell the 
Dads and Gossips, who dote on the notion of 
incendiarism, are doucedly against the kites, 
crows, and goldars, and in favour of the duo, 
dryness of the hut thatch, and the habits of 
cooking and smoking of the natives. We 
copy the observations of the Rtfmrtner on this 
branoh of the subject, and we will put to the 
food sense end good feeliog of people, when 
they shall have gotten rid of their fright, 
whether or not tite pMibabilites are not decid¬ 
edly against the aoetrine of inoendiarisra ? 
We will give then a bettee recipe for egna- 
fitga conflagration than the probfeoi of thh 
Idles and crows and eunj bones. For in- 
stRhcei take any given itroivliat, 4a at^^kvmi 


bazar, surrounded on all sides by similar 
giraw huts, and filled by natives of similar 
habits to those who inhabit one given hut. 
Take it that a man, his wife, her sister, arid 
three children want to eat their dinner. Take 
it that they light a fire preparatory to cooking 
the said dinner. Take the sun to be^uytliing 
like a Bengal siin in March and ^pni, and 
suppose the a^raw of the roof, and the matting 
of the sides of the hut, to be in the happy 
state of tinder, and ready for almost spontane- 
oa.s ignitioiT, in which is necessarily every 
hut at this present moment of our writing—. 
that is we mean in whioh every hot was before 
it was burnt down. Take the numbers of sparks 
from the cooking apparatus, the chancos of 
hobble bubbles upsetting and of ghools rolling 
under the matting, and let any aritliiiioticiaa 
set about the calculation. Let liim take fifty 
huts, and the sparks from fifty cooking fires, 
and let him find the probable amount of ig¬ 
nition of tliatcli in consequence. Let him 
then take the hookah, hubble-bubble and 
gliooi accidents in consideration, and add Ibo 
the two nnioiints of probabilities of ignition of 
huts proceeding from tlieso two causes toge- 
tlier. I^et biin then calcuiate the kites and 
crows and curry-bones, and ignited aolah, and 
the proable flight of the c;^ws, and the pros¬ 
pective droppings of the kites ; let him And 
the product, and compare it in the sum of pro¬ 
bability to the product of probabilities before 
obtained by the cooking spark and hookah 
caloulation. Let him, moreover, calculate tho 
amount of impelling motive in the crow, kite 
and curry-bone incendiary, and the oounter- 
acting cause in the vigilance of thef inhabi¬ 
tants of the huts to protect their properly. Let 
him taife any reasonable given amount to re¬ 
present the vis inertia of tho Police, and yet we 
defy him to say that general result of the cal¬ 
culation would not turnout in favour of the 
booking sparks, ghools,and carelessness of the 
,deni8eos of the huts, as the causation of Ibe 
conflagrations—in opposition to the doctrine o£ 
the kites, crows, and curry-bone causation. 
What are the Police abont is the next questi¬ 
on ! And how, if all this goldar, gharamee, con¬ 
spiration is going on is it that but one fellow 
has been caught in the fact? The Priliee. 
may be great faineants, we know nothing on 
the subject; but we can not soppose that the 
incendiary system can have been geing on for 
three weeks past, and that their vigilane« 
sbonld not be stimulated to something like 
acttvfty—and yet where are the incendiaries ? 
We have not time for more at present; bat 
this talk of incendiaries is very like a story of 
a cook and boll, of which we all have read. 

We bad just written this when common sbnm 
came to band ; wo pablish him. 


To Editor of the Bengal Hw'harv^ 

Sir>—1 was sorry fo read in your generally 
welUeondnotod and' seund-piincipled paper« 
some observations from a correspondent cps- 
peoting the late fires, whioh are fas from efOti 
ditable iy my opinioi), to the writes, Wlrinf 
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Inrge lioSies of people are under excitement | 
from loss sustained or injury intlioted.tli^y i 
always too ready to find .r make victims, and 
to revenge themselves on the first partiesHhey 
can meet with, at once transferring, »>y a ooin- 
mon process of the mind, all the guilt of the 
onmeon the accused, and leaving siuait .room 
for the e'kcrcise of reason or justice. In for¬ 
mer da) s, the ignoratit peasantry of Europe, 
under a similar impulse, seized and burnt the 
first old women tliey could catch, to console 
themselves fur the loss of their cows or pig.H ; 
and your correspondent an<l the Editor of the 
Englishman, seem to nio to be lahoming under 
the same sort of blind, reckless fury against 
the sellers of grass and mats. Without mak¬ 
ing vague, general charges airainst ant cl.tss 
of the inhabitants, tiieie are qiiiie siillicietil 
data to explain llic cause of these calaiuiti. s. 
and I am siirpiizcd lalherat the rarity llrui 
the frequency of their occuircnce. You have 
a large population crowded into a narrow 
space, living in houses of the ni(>.st igniiihlo 
nialeriais, cooking and sinookiiig in them al 
all liouis, and proverbially caicless and uri- 
rellecting ; and for the last fortnight gales of 
wind constantly Ldowing. Here are elements 
enough, witlioul idle, unsubalantiated accu¬ 
sations. ^ 

But if the grass and mat sellers were the 
incendiaries, how comes it, they do not prcfei 
the night for their operations,when the chances 
of detection would be immcasureably loss 
tjian in the day, when the inliabitaiiu arc all 
in motion and the police engaged iu watchiug 
the sliects i 

I am. Sir, your obedient Servant. 

COMMON SESSE. 


More than ten thousand hon.<ies mnsthave 
been destroyed by fire duiing the last fort- 
nighl, and we hear lliat the loss of lives i.s 
more than stated the above. A gentleman 
of our acquaintance, who visited some of these 
scenes, states that at Nababka Bagaii, nca 
Taliulla, be saw tbo corpse of a man who had 
fallen at the foot of a pucka w ill iu attempt 
iog to make his escape from the flames wiiicl. 
must have surrounded the place. He also saw 
Moonshee Bazar, mentioned in the above ac 
count. When our informant visited' thi. 
scene of horror, seven of the corpses had heeo 
taken out of the rain.s, three of which were 
dlaiiitcd by, and deliveied over to the surviv¬ 
ing relatives of the deceased ; but four were 
kurot to such a degree as to defy every attempt 
at identification; the limbs bad been totally 
consumed and no feature could be distinctly 
seen. The bead of one had burst, and ibe 
bowel's of another exposed to the sight bv the 
absence of the abdominal coverings which had 
been cofisumed. These remains of the human 
form divine presented the most horrific spec¬ 
tacle which the imagination can ponrtray; 
they seemed almost entirely carbonized. 


If any thing dciierves the attention of Uie 
municipal anthoiiiies, and indeed of Govern* 
ment, it is the causes which produce such 
dieadfiil calamities, and the means that may 
and ought to he adopted to remedy, or at least 
topheck, the evil in future. 

For the prc-ilisposing cause of these exten¬ 
sive conilagraiiuns we may look to the manner 
in wiiicii the habitations of the po^r are locat¬ 
ed, the materials of which they ate built, and 
the inefficieiicy of the means to check the on¬ 
ward piogrcss of tlie devouring clement, when 
once fanned into action by the high winds 
which prevail at tlie season, Tiic scarcity of 
ground ill Iho town and its immediate environs, 
criuses the poor to crowd tlicir huts together 
so as to leave as lillle space between them as 
possible. Owi.ig to the same cause the tanks, 
which used formerly to bo found in almost 
every part, iiave been tilled up, and h .ts Iniilt 
on their sites. The tires which have occurred 
from time lo time have destroyed the trees 
which grew among these huts. Thus it now 
happens that there are extensive spots in Gal- 
c'ltla and its immediate environs occupied by 
lints, erected close to eacli other, and scarcely 
afifording any proper passage between tbeiu. 
The roof of these tints are generally of straw, 
liooglali, nr gol-putla, and their walls of mat 
work. These materials, when dried by the in¬ 
tense and coiiliniicd heat of this season, aro 
broiigiit to the state of tinder, igniiable at the 
coinmnnication of the smalicst spark. Tbo 
inhahitants of such buildinas as these are 
■•hliged to cook their victuals in them, and are 
ill the hahii of constantly smoking, and fre¬ 
quently of placing against their mat vvalls, 
ilie hookah with the burning chillum upon it. 
This Ibey do heeatise the hookas, niadi: of tiie 
coeonift shell, being conical towa:<lsihe base, 
cannot be set uptight of itself, aad in oo oilier 
position can it be kept wiilioiit le.ting the 
water in it run out and wet the place. The 
fire which the pooi use for smoking is not of 
• he gaol oi the tiha used by the belter soil of 
people, but of tlie mateiials with which they 
cook their vietuals. These fiieS are eonlinii- 
ally producing sparks which in this windy 
season, in houses exposed on every .side, are 
unavoidably Hying about in every direclinn, 
and ficqucntly fall on tlic mats of the walls 
or rise up hv {he wind to the roof of the huts, 
vihieli instantly take fire : and when one but 
is in a blaze, all those situated close to it and 
to each other, aie sure to meet the same fate. 
The Oame spreads over them with incredible 
lapidity, and in a few minntes the whole be¬ 
comes a sheet of fire. The possibility of sav¬ 
ing property under sneli circumstances is out 
of the question, and the saving of life itself a 
difficult and uncertain matter. The fire from 
such materials, when agitated the high 
sontberly wipd, is dreadful in its actions. 
Hasses of flaming straw kre seen to rise out of 
tlie flrey gulf to the height of several hundred 
feet, and m that qtate to be-carried away bj 
the wind in every direction, and many of them 
alight while yet burning on other huts to the 
t leewpdf and idt them on fiio. Thus a 



TiV£A'li nfeirs '^^^ioPEnrr. 

Ba*SiVat the aftnljern eifuieinity of ihp tow^, r^hctjm^int of, IHie ««8 pi 

^ ^ WaHick^ltaTiv for.iJaaUnjs those i^e^s^-ao^ it 

aprtli/hiarkins ili, .wbpie coarse tl>,ai if ordersjvofe tftMloy id dPd 


a&^nilhn 1 r«. 9 i|)^AMjrd»riia«: them. Tlie.cjf^ 
rdfeheoffldnt of, ij^e rai^jft the proper aes^ 
for.lJaaUnjs these (^e^s,-ao^ it is sajrg;e^X 
ths’t if orders jvojre.ifti^ed id dd*ld tJ^^^e.-hAW^ 

at a proper distance from, eacn other end,t|a 
p\fiMt trees at the proper seaSddt, »dfl'te,„oWdfc 
mi^h he put tO.oon.flagra^ionS' Lp faijtfd., 

Another saj^geslion is, that 
cHiise deep tanks to he dog in dilferent^^^idpL 
of the looaliiies occtifped hj liafii', 'whjctf 
vrould afford not only the means df Ba(ip,f|'fA|L 
the engines and the people ^eiSf 

when'fires uccnr, but their sides woii'id affbldt 
planes of safety for the people aiul their prb^ 
perty on sueiruccasions. Besides these, tanka 
wou ld be a source of great comfort to the peo¬ 
ple thronglio.it the year, and being under iba 
eye of the municipal authorities, would not ha 
permitted to become stagnant or unhealthy. 
It is also suggested that the out'cha drains 
which run along the lanes of these ' places Iht, 
the exit of rain water, he dammed up at dif? 
forent convenient parts in the season for Ares, 
and the pucka aqueducts along the principdl 
Streets be provided with keys, so as by open¬ 
ing them, to pour out their contents in a mo¬ 
ment in the dainiiied outcha drains ; and tbUM, 
on occasions of fire, bring water in a moment 
to every part of the localities occupied by huts, 
and offer a ready means of qaenbh'ing the 
flame. The aquednetsshould be kept full at 
all times, and & very great increase of enginei 
and firinen should be sanetioned. There ougli^l' 
to he at least tWb well manned engines at caClt 
Thanaii and more Europeans enipfpyed Itf 
superintend their operations. Tnoividuafil 
might he selected from the invalids ,for such, 
a duty, And employed at a verv small inereagp 
to their military aliojwancc. Most of the na¬ 
tive engine men and hikistees could he dia- 
pbarged at the sotting iu of the rains and 
entertained again bt the oommencement of 
the hot season. , 

Any of the above mcasare.s Adopted singljg! 
would scarcely produce, the desired'elljeutf. 
but if they were all to be acted upon wifh 
additional measures and tnodificaliony^ Ag 
might be found hccessbary by tjie iuunioip^ 
authorities, we have every reason to ,beli«irdj 
such calamities as we have witnessed jdpyiRff; 
the week, Would be effeoiaaliy prpyeniU^ 
The expenso which the adoption of 'tp^i^ 
mebsp'ros must involve, when e'bibpiu'ed .yy|^ 
th^loss of lives and property caused i ^y cbp.t 
flngrations, would be but dust in tiie bmknge^. 
We'fhbrefure trust the authorities, ei^rn^ted 
with tbemunicipat control of tlie town, will 
torn their attention to this sullject, and lQ|;e,. 
no time in adopting some effectual meashreg, 
for the prevention of such dreadful cafUmi- 
ties in future. IncendfttHes, when delbotei^. 
ought to Ij^e punished 1li "th'e most exeinplij^' 

manner.-^R^oiwie)’, 

, IV.-1_ . 

, ,v 

' s 


These are the causes.to which lunst partly 
bo attribute^ the o'ocarrbnoe of fires in different 
fiartt'dlftbU tuWn at ine same ijme and not so 
i|ittcti,to tjke vilFairty of incendiaries. We aro 
riot jnSttffed in proscribing all dealers in mate¬ 
rials bf whioli these hbnse.Vareconstrneled, nor 
tbUsb who‘ btlrn' a livelihood by constructing 
them; the ^otahs of the former, and tlie bous¬ 
es of'the latter, are as much liable to destrue- 
tf^h by fire as the houses of any other class, 
And we cannot suppose that these people's in- 
t'mest would bo much promoted h y causing 
conflagrations. In the fires of last week, a 
ffreat many golalis, situated ne.ar Moulalley's 
Hurgah on the Circular Road, were destroyed. 

such facts before them they must be 
Wbrse than fools to set fire to huts. 

V ' 

We really find a very groat diflienity in 
suggesting any praeticulilc remedy for the 
prevention of such calamities in future. That 
which generally occurs to all is, that these 
hbUSes be constructed of graun-stieks plas- 
fered with mud, called eohhUa lerah, itfid the 
roofs he tiled. There arc, however, objections 
fb'tills. 'Tiled houses are In this weather ex 
treinely hot: the action of the sun makes them 
Tike ovens, whilst the straw thatched hut.s are 
cool and pleasant cnrtugli for the poor. In 
fire rains a tiled bouse is seldom without leak¬ 
ed, and the stopping of these leaks is a 
sbnrce of continual trouble. Besides which, 
tho building of houses in the manner here re¬ 
commended, cost.s more than double of what 
tliese houses require^ wliicli to the poor,— 
particularly now that they are reduced to the 
utmost misery by the dcstruntioa ol'sjl they 
had,—is a mo.st important objection. We are, 
hbwever, glad to learn, that iw snn^ few spots 
occupied by people of a little better sort, the 
inhabitanfs have determined to have all their 
houses built in the manner here recommended. 
Bitt their future safety will he precaiions if 
Any aniohg them di.vsent fiqui such a reso¬ 
lution and determine to build of mats and 
itraw. 

/'Anblher plan suggested is, that as the sites 
Uf the houses lately ueslroyed are now, vacant, 
efffersbe issued to leave proper passages and 
Ip'aoea between the hut.s when they are re- 
bt^ltl'Wbibli, if it dbeb not prevent the destruc- 
tibff'oif'lbe^ bnililiugii, might, at legst affoyd, 
fefdf«d‘d,’'ihe meanb (lif salving . life gnd .pfo- 
jierty.' JtVIg alsb^uggeste'il by |oiiie thkt Vows 
bf plantin' tree^ bo mdered to be plan ted op 
'Bt^sidbir the' liats* .‘ibese IfeUs Vcauire 
i&ift’full beigiit'1iii'%yd‘i'eAr. anil Would affbrtl 


tionjSijr 
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tlie former joarnel yesterday, because U 
t>e lev'elled 8t some iff ihb 
fentiewieii «bo Imve brnted, iir tbis .papef, at 
' Ch<rpo«id1>Hity of the recent fires having oiigi- 
WHtiik ia'inrondarisnt. The trriter in tlie //itr< 
t-ih|in(,'%lio for tack of pliraseoto^iear strenj^th 
Metas'inuch in itaties ahd notes of admiration, 
vttllnks iiiat there is sttffieictit demand for 
'vi^raristieks, bamboos, and tbatobinj^,to lender 
- uie aenessity for a resort to arson, for, the 
' |»ti<rpese of encreasinir the bnshiess of dealers 
ill these articles, quite Superfluous'. He rejects 
'the supposition of artlfui incendiarism iiion- 
strotis^ and submits the follotving iiiterpreta- 
ttonofibe frequeht eonflairralions as more 
rational than those oiTered elsewhere:— 

<< For Instance, take any given straw hut, in 
ABy'given bazar, surrounded on all sides by 
dimiiarstraw huts, and filled by natives of si- 
. niUar'habits to those who inhabit one given 
Itut. Take it that a man, his wife, liis sister, 

. and three children want to eat their dinner. 
Take'it that they light a fire preparatory to 
Booking the said dinner. Take the sun to bo 
anyiliing like a liengal sun in March and 
April, and suppose tlie straw of the roof, and 
tlie matting of the sides of the hut, to he in 
tiro happy state of tinder, and ready for almost 
spontaneons igniti6n, in which is necesNiirily 
• every but at this present moment of our writ¬ 
hing*—that is wo mean in which every iint was 
lieEorc it was bnrnt down. Take the numbers 
df. spar-ks from the cooking apparatus ; the 
cba»tc«8 of bubble-babble upsetting and of 
. glKmis felling under the matting, and let any 
drithmetieiau set about the calculation. Let 
him take fifty huts, and the sparks from fifty 
dooking fires, and let him find the Brohahlc 
account of ignition of thatch in consequence. 
Let, him then take the hookah, hubble-bubble 
siiOd ghbol accidents into consideration, and 
add the two amounlsuf probabilities of igiii-* 
' tidn of liulK proreediiig from these two cause.s 
together. Let him then calculate the kites and 
crowg, and curry-bones, and ignited snlak, and 
the probable flight of the crows, and the pros¬ 
pective droppings of the kites: let him find 
tjie product, and compare it in the sum of 
probability to tlie product of probabilities be 
ford .obtained, by the cooking spaik and 
hookah caicnlation. Let him, moreover, calcu- 
. late tjbie amount of impelling motive in the crow, 
kitu, and. .oorry-boiid inoeodiary, and the 
counieracidnig cause in .the vigilance of the 
,inbabitants of the huts to protect their piopci- 
,ty. Let him take any gitwn amount to repre- 
^Mnt tbc .eju, inertia of the Police, aud yet we 
^dqljf.him to say Ihiut thc general result of the 
jl^gplation wquld not turn out in favour of 
tlm^okjng spaiks, gbools, and carelessness 
^j|i^,!(jlt)tiUcjis,of the huts, as the causatiou of 
jCn^pnagratious, in opposition to the doc- 
/toby M bilps, crows, and curry-bone 
,egosaiic»i|,. ^ 

liTbis |s aHi. ^ry droH, ex'Ueedingly drdll, 
hot; likp'manj/^ bthcr pleasantries, It proves 
sibtbing. • Ff allUtb talk, about tiobkahii,' bub. 
bta^bbbles anidl^a stftiin March'^aird Abrfl 
nwa y»jr tiling lo tiie’ purpose, thVj^helrtioti 


thd sajoife elf^cls 

"ttMBporarif Ikdmits, 

■ tb» l6Ut(.''lo 

lnb»itdih#'M>i«,oow 
'.bsfoth, 
b of the 


would is ,it., lha*^,lb.« 

same cattles have i^ti 
in former yeai^'?*' dtf 
that jibese oq.nfl;agfg)i 
year j but .wb.ilp lie.ti 
prove thatflie 
are not inorC niimerpajV^ 
be entirely lo.ses sight of 
same fact upon bis own, cpqjdil^lllttUi. / We 
say again, in common ^klpsui^e of - our cqr* 
respondcnI.s, it is our belief ^tbe extensive de- 
siriicUop recently Reported raastbaveoiiginat- 
ed iu hniuaii agency. It nwiy not hajvc had, its 
source in an anxiety to eacreasc the demand 
for hutting^ materials, but there are. Dtbpr 
ways in wliioli designing men may take.,an 
advantage of a fire, qpd the confusion spfii^ 
ingfroniit, without relereuoe to their sup* 
post'd trade. 


Our contemporary seems to iregret ‘Shying 
ceiKsured the magistrate for the six mbUths' 
imprisnninrnt, and now wishes to establish a 
ca.se of error on the part offiia poor reporter I 
We should hardly have expected this di8|ila.y 
of tenderness for the fni'ne of a blundering 
justice, did we not know that some juslice.s 
have it in their power to render bccasinnal 
.services, which unaided reporters cannot al¬ 
ways perform. However, it is ainu,sing to 
find tlio Hurkaru professing ignorance of the 
magistrate who committed the incendiary 
two days after he (our contemporary) had ex¬ 
pressed his delight (on the sane, him nght 
principle) at the burning dou'ii of Mr. 
O'Hanlon’s stables!— Enylishimn, May 4. 


In another column we publish a letter of 
till! Chief Magistrate, addres.sed to the Secre¬ 
tary to* Bengal, enclosing, it would appear, a 
petition from a Mr. Harris, and a report' by 
Lieut. Abercrombie, the one and the other 
being o.i the subject of ihoyreyHent fires^ which 
at this .season oj^ the year occur iu Calcutta. 
The proposition included in the petition, and 
in the oflicial report of Mr. kbercrombl,e,' is, 
we believe, to the eifeet that Government 
should make some order, rule,, ordinance, or 
regulation, whereby all persons .should be 
prohibited from erecting straw huts, with 
tliaUtli rtiofiiiigs, within Calcutta ; and the 
Chief Magistiate gives Has his opinion, '4hat 
such a demand, on the part of the inbaMtants 
of the pnekab liou8e.s, and of Mr. Abercroin- 
hie, ought not to bo complied with* He- has 
not given his reasons ait any great length,.bnt 
■such as he ha.s chosen to put forw.ardiidO'tiot 
Uppear to us, to carry much .forep or cogency 
w I th them, 1 n parujcrapb 9d of his loiter,M r. 
Macfarlan says {.tbpt..a law. .simGaf, to that 
required by Mr. .AhWcrdnrUie was repealed 
in the year 17|fl; We give th«(1aw, ..and the 
repeal.i thcf.,gpMUhs of the jr^peatof it'.; wo 
ligvbnotab^e,tii,gpi|U;s.ij 

- Birects .IIm ihotlO <df 

fo^.Ruinmonlof jttfiasfke. '' 

XXIl. No p^rmlifttB s|birhiiitd,'of arest 
within ' the iii^d 
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"jftw’jpfifnari jlkc. or c6v,or. .or tbatcU tU^ 

ka^e wit|i ^aiuy'oouilioaU^ioofiaterial^..^ . 

■ XXH't. That no dfreillujt, 

'^houHe, &tj. Constructed or «6vered -with any 
'ontiibiistUiIe ma(eri.^ls, he allowed to stand or 
'he aritbtn the said settlement. 

And If Biiy lehement, dwellinfc house, 
&o. shall be eroded with’ iiuch niateiials, the 
aui vcyi'r' shall pall down an(J demolish the 
watne, and any person Imildinp; and ereciin;: 

' sfiicli 'booses, with such combustible niatcii' 
nis, may, on complaint by the surve 3 or, he 
semnibned before a justice of tlic peace, and 
^ oonviciinn, sball forfeit fur the fiistulfenee, 
Phnni not exceeding; flVtv, nor less than five 
sicca Topccs ; for the second oflencc not ex- 
(teedinst one liundrcd and not legs lliu» twenty 
sieca rupees; for the third and every other 
on'eiice R sum not exceedina five hundreds, nor 
less than one liundied sieca iiipces, to be le¬ 
vied by distress and sale OR the offenders’ 
Rond.s and eliatlels ; where offenders sbalt 
iiave no goods and cliallcis, for the first 
offeiiee to be ooinmilted to the House of (’or- 
lection, and kept to liaid labour not les.s tlian 
one moiitli, nor moie than (bree niorr.bs : for 
the second offeiire, not less than ibrce niontlis, 
nor mote titan six innntlis, for tbc l^iid and 
evciy Ollier ofi'enee, not less than six moutlis, 
nor more than twelve months. 

Provided that nothiog herein contained] 
shall extend to a ccitain brick hoilding 
tlialchcd with stiaw, elected on tho west side 
of tlio great tank, uiiliiin tlic seitleiiient, 
use<l as a riding school, so long as the same j 
Hhall be continued to be used as such. 

• 

XXIV. That distress anil sale for enfor¬ 
cing the penalties aforesaid sIihH be made by, 
the Slieriff , or bis Depiitv, by aullioitly, un¬ 
der tbo bands of any two of Hie sai JT^oininis* 
sionere. • y 

X^V. Costs and charges incurred in car- 
rvingtliis Rule, Ordinance and Rexuiation 
■into execution, shall he paid by the Cummis- 
sitmers out of the funds to be raised iu luaii- 
ner herein mentioned. 


N. B. This Rule, was on the motion of Mr. 
Newman, Counsel for the on Hot able Company, 
on the 8th of January, in the year 1781, with¬ 
drawn, and'stands repealed by the 38lh sec¬ 
tion 6f ilie Byelaw of the 1st February, 1781, 
Some of the oldest inhabitants ran perliaps 
dnform the world as to the state ofCalciitta in 
(be year 1780, and how far such a law was then 
.neecsSary. It would be desirable that it should 
whether the number of pifcka 
Jiiiildings'in thd hbR|I of the town dW -In any 
’^dcgree'wqtial (heir'DrosentnuRfberand whe¬ 
ther, in a word, flrefy existed at that time the 

J ime immense, pepuiaihin whosei huts Kud- 
led together, in one blnwist undisljiwoishable 
•r? .madeiH- uex« 


by 4!>® whoso atticle we oofiied 

yesterday, the sii^te-o/ tUi|ng« at present, dif¬ 
fers widely froiu ^'hat it. did a few jwtitrs 
barJt, All lines of separation and of demar¬ 
cation among tho native erections, have beea 
effaced, iiy the demand for. grpuad to- ^-ttd 
iipnn : tanks, have been filled up^, 4reeS;betTe 
licen tolled, and liie possibiitiy of 
a set of huts in conflagration, from the neigm- 
liuTiring huts not yet on Are, has become i|a 
.'iitempt ol^ insuperable difficulty,- Tbe jttw, 
therefore, w.hen it was repealed, may have 
iinuecessary, and under such oireumstaneee 
ik was not imperative on a Oovernment to in¬ 
terfere with tlie taste of the natives, in build¬ 
ing their simple domiciles. Straw and thatch 
have, vve believe, their advantages over mud 
walls and tiled roofiiogs during tlio period of 
the hot weather; and there is some slight dif¬ 
ference in the expense ; the latter description 
of election being the more costly of-the two. 
This has been said, but we incline to think, 
that with reference to the effect of the'eiln 
upon the two desciiptiuos of roof, it can be of 
piodigiously small consequence, as aft'eotiiig 
the vor^urt of the inhabitantH of the hiAs, 
whetlici they be sitting under the one or the 
iither : viitii a therm, meter at about Pifio 
Falireinhcit. at the very'least, such minuta 
grades and distinctions in temperature, as may 
be discovered to exist between the degrees 
of heat incurred under the straw roof and the 
tiled covering, cannot, we think, be very ma¬ 
terial,aiidouglitnotto weigh with theexecuMvo 
power occupied in deiibeiating on the means 
of prc-ierving from danger the lives,and frotn 
ilestiuclion the property, of its subjeuls. . 

Th6*only question is, what is for the rftii- 
mate good and benefit of all classes of the 
jpopiilation ; the interestof each of which, are 
momentously (if «ro may coin the adverb) 
affected by the ooii-sequenees, is one descrip¬ 
tion of hut he permuted to obtaio, instead of 
its existence being made the subject of legal 
prohibition. 

Mr. Macfarlan, in tho fourth pnragrapb'of his 
letter, evinces any thing but sjniputhy'fior t|ie 
suffoieis, who happen to inhabit puokali liodsea 
in the vicinity of the hats. **Wliat bpsinesa 
have the pucka buildings to intrude theli'com¬ 
pany upon the pretty, little, baby lionises of the 
natives?” asks hie worship; “ iteorvos yhem 
r%trt if they do get borht t” Now,’ this fil'om 
a member of the conservancy deparlirtent, abtl 
of the Calcutta improvement committee, (we 
believe) is certainly an odd sentimenttoihake 
public ; we should have thought that niPoh 
good was likely to be (he attiihate ’oopsef- 
qnenoe of (his close odinnkanioation betwixt 
pucka, cutcha, and straw, and (be propoli|- 
lion involved in the sentiment appears (b m 
this : either the wealthier portion of the CaF> 
puitli. population, must cease to baiJd in Cal¬ 
cutta, or the native papulation"mnsti 
certain extent, be expelled, in order *|0:nKale» 
room for the increasing EufOfmti and tB iidl 
Indian popnlatfon t in short, It would iHMi 
ibai arP improvement in tbo habits, and an 
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^oreR«ed4«i^ forIhedecenciics.aRid‘coinfofU expente«r th« party wait to'lte iffeared 
of «x|RljGtnv«, adhibited by tbe. pwcfca bbilc^ two propciotora, aooording «t9r««bebHV« 
iRF intiabitaataof Calcutta, is looked upon size oftbair bobsas; that one man'buii'iM 
by fBr. Macrarlan, not only .witb indiiTerctice a thrco-'Storied'booM, behaa tcf'!ttuild|'a''titeir^ 
but vitli dislike. Tlio houses encroach upon wall on eidtereideef it-bf at»eftaba thicfciteiiii 
the space, loriuerly occiiipoci by the huts, and’should his he^hbonrs build sPtalled 
eod our wliorty ehief Malnistrate, ^Instead of houses adjoining each party walH Sthey'tltb 
ri^ieing h) thia apparent progress bf Weallli' oalteil upon to eontribn(>e towards thedxpensd 
and oivilixation, conlenis himself with ob- of the party’wail next to them, in the fnV 
serving salkMy, the ow hers of the houoes, portion of the size of their respective houses, 
when they get burnt out; babe MO riybt to com* Now, here is an interference by the Exe- 
■plain of an evil of there own teeMnyl This is cutive with tile right of individuals, to build 
the whole amount of sympathy which be can as they please, and an ioiefferanoe to of a 
nJTord to the snilerers. It is quite clear, to nature likely to produce endless discussion 
us, that l^r. Macfarlgn is not aware of all and litigation, and jet no one ever thought of 
that has taken place. Let him peruse the calling the right in que.stion. The same riglU 
npimated descriptions, so full of tire and tine | of interference is of qjsurSe cKcrcised by tlA 
Wrilltig, with whicli stich some of the gentle-1 Government: and almost every page of thp' 
men of our eslabllshracnt have hilely favour-1 Bye-laws coiilaiiis an instance of this sort of' 
ed us, he will then sec what aticinand is made ' interference ;—the amount of gun-powder te' 
upon his .sympathy, and how very small is the he kept in the house by lliose who vend it t 
supply he has yet alfurded. the necessity foi a license to erect enclosures 

on the higliwoys before or on the sides Of' 
We passover the 5th and 6(h paragraphs buildings for Hie purposes of repairs : the 
of the Magistrate’s letter, and come to his i •>«'s imposed for encroa. Iiments on the public 
noncluding observation. He s«ys the Supreme i : tlie liglit vc.stcd in magistrates to 

Government would not be disposed to sane- '»<ike road.s and draiiKs, and to coaipel a sale 
tion a law (such as that we have above piirit- ‘'f property, whore the doinolitioo or acquire- 
ed) “ which woujld trench so invidiously ! mef’t is necessary to enable them to carry 

upon the liberty of the subject to use his pro-ilheir purpose into effect; the pruhibition 

pe'fiy, in the manner to him seeming fit.” jt<* cany'aims in Culciiita, wiihout a licence.. 

' All tiicse clauses in the Jtve-laws are inter* 
Nb’w, with respect to this latter proposition,'fereiices, on the part of the executive, with 
coming'as it docs from authority, we should the natural rights of individuals, and abye- 
hXve much to say. Indeed, we have* half a mind law to regulate the building of hiit.s, would 
to question altogctlier the orthodoxy of the in no wise he more subversive of natural and 
position.' The right of every individual to do individual riglil than are tlie bye-laws already 
what he plea$e.4 with his own, has always hecn in existence. The ohjeclion that if woutd^b 
understood, to be a right to he ex.'irui.scd ' necessary to make eompensation to the owners 
*^ikb modo,” Individual privilege niii.st he,of those huts aliea ly ere led, is very trifling 
under that degree of restraint which the pub-jin the present state of nffaiis. There are hut 
lie Interest requires; use your own so, that yc. few hut.s now in n.se. and the Government who 
act not to the prejudice o-r>oiir nciglihoiir,'could pn.ss the Black and the Sndder Aumeen 
utivre tuc, and so forth : the worthy Magistrate,, appeal acts, is not very likely to entertain Mr. 
bowevdr, appears to contend that notwith-j Macfai Ian s scruples, on the subject of inter*. 
Btinding the infinite danger to life and pro- fering witli’Xlie rights of individuals^ The 

n , which the experience of years has shewn I expcnce to the poor native, supposing the 
e consequent on the. present mode of addiiiniiat expense of the tiles and mud to 
biriiditig the native huts heing permitted, yet be woiili ailentioo, is perhaps an objection, 
that to pass a'regulation, enjoining the suhsti-| 

tiition of ibud-vvalls and tiles, for the present Such an objection is, however, w« think, 
materials, would be tblnfringe upon the light ^ more than counterbalanced, by the probable 
of individuals to construct w'liat soil of huts improvement likely to arise, in the increased 
they have a min'd to. j Con-sidering how very demand for comfort and in the stirooiong. to 
familial ly a'cqiinihtcd the Magi.4lrate must he' industry, .which a superior description of 
wiUr Mr. Smoult’s collection of the Eye-1kv.*a domicile would possibly generate. .The man. 
endoibd for Calcutta, we cannot conceive, but .who can get a straw hut, bis chilum, ami bis 
tiskt Mf. Marfarlan must have been in a sort'meal, is content, and with the constitutional, 
oruvaklhg dream when lie wrote or dictated apathy of the nativo,.i8 likely to remain coa*, 
thi^’ jial'agraph ■'containing this proposition, tent from generaUon to .generation. Wtiat-< 
Ndt ^nifouhle our readers with any general ever gain he makes, adds, nothing to imi* 
prioldpleif on the power of jhe executive tdlprovement of his dnaiiaiin or qCbis habits. A> 
int^ere to nrolect the iiitores.tadf the tnajori* i Goverument'regulation OQ . tb,e subject of 
ty, albait ^a saeiifice of the natural rights of'domiciles, woul^.iit all pkobabit^y stiir qp.jbe;. 
tni‘mhi 0 r%,,'in,a 1 f communities, we’ will at .popolatian | aqd if. thorevaliotijid.gxistiq.Uio 
once cite'a elfins, in point. As a precaution ,'ininds of ;an,v that degreoi qfi prejudice:, for • 
aghiusl' fire iii'liObdon, every hOnsOis, by''act straw and thatch, do the exalpt^n .of tnu^i. 
of’ParViOm.ent, (14tb Geo. 3rd c, W., called the and- tiles, w'hy let,, them. I'emovo, their tepe* 
building aot) ,to”uave a party ‘wall .'eredted ments a little furtlier from the centre of ciyili- 
betweea it aadMb^ 'adjoining boOie, the zatioo; let^ibem KaVo aMigdeii onto tbe^j, 
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tMNtiidH williiii wJilfiti the; ^ay net hrinj( thnir 6Hi. There are often straw hutsin*Uie ptoM 
iltraw eo4i thatcii,.to their own manifest dan- ;^und aitaobed'to Catentta houses ; the' 
|[<er, and tp the great peHl of the denizens of law, I snppose, would Ant tnncli these : hut 
ttie piirka and catetia hahitationSk We see howmre we to draw the tine ? ^ 

a^prospeniive good In the introduction of the 


pew systrm ot erections, wUhontuny illeopye* 
qncnces,likely to-reSiult from it, and we giv« 
th« snhjeot oiirliiinihlc notice and cunscienti^ 
OU4advocacy Hurkaru, M»jf4k. 


\ 

To Ross D. Mangles, Esq. ^ 

Secntarif to the Government of Bengali 

'Sir,—\ t the urgent {eqitest of Lieutenant 
AHeiorniribie and of a Mr. Harris, a rospecta- 
lile inlinbitant of Colinga, f have the honor to 
lay before ^oii, for the information of tlie Go* 
verrior of Bengal, the anconipanying petition 
hv Mr. Harris, and report by Lieutenant 
Aherernniliie on the siihjeet of the frequent fires 
oecuring annually at this season in Calcutta. 

2iul. I add an extract friun the fire report 
loxik,sliewing ilie nutnhur of lionse.s destroyed 
dm iiig the last yeai and a half, (a) 

.trd. I observe from Mr. Smonlt’s *vol. of 
Caleiilla Bve laws, page xxiii, that a law 
of the nature required by Lieut. Adercrom- 
bieexistud in 1780, and was repealed. 

4th. T reinaik tliat in tlic ordinary course 
of affairs the prosuiiiption is that the puokha- 
tiodses (tass into the iifighhoiirliood ofstraw 
huts. Ordinalily straw huts will nut he foiinil 
to cncroacdi oq limits formerly occupied by 
puckha linuse.s, but tlie reverse. It is the 
piickha houses that bring themselves into tbe 
ncighboiirbood of the straw huts. Th^ owner 
of the houses therefore complain aj^inst an 
evil of their own seeking. * ^ 

6th.‘ In a late fire at Jackson’s Ghaut, vnhi- 
ahle screw.bnusc.s, beluning to Messrs Wat¬ 
son and Co,, were in jeopaidy. f was engaged 
in superintending the extinction of the fire, 
and told Mr. Gibbon to petition against such 
inflammable propeity as that which wa.s burn¬ 
ing being allowed to exist close to godowns, 
well stored with valuable merchandize. I 
nndertood that he declined petitioning, from 
discovering the fact that the bulk of the 
people whom he would ask to petition were 
themselves holders of similar property. In 
the event of any such taw as Lieuetnant 
Abercrombie desires being passed, it would be 
ne^esa'ary to indemmify the owners of straw 
btft* for their property destroyed, or to watch 
minutely tbe erCeHona^tf new ottps, allowing a 
period of so many years for the gradual decay 
of such huts :'e1ther' course would be expen- 
sjiieand invldiobs." • 


^ Up to Ut Ma| 7I74j-acg^l,^^Ut 48,04^ 


7th. Upon the whole, rpreonmo Govern¬ 
ment'/nnid not he disposed to SRriotfoii a law 
which would trench so inyidioosiy upon the 
libc;fty of the subject to use his property in. 
the manner to him seeming fit. 

• 

I have tlie honor to be, Sir, 

Your most obedient Servant, 

(Sd.) D. McFarlax, CAii^ilfaj|i(«(ra(e. 

Calcutta, Police Office, April 7, 1837. 


P. S. I beg to transmit also memoranda 
prepared by the a.ssessurs of the comparative 
niiiulier of honscs of all descrtpliotis in the 
town .—Ucupal Hurkaru, Mag, 4. 


We have ascertained, from the most aeon- 
rate investigation of which the subject admits, 
that the number of houses which have been 
burnt in the town and siihurlis of Calcutta, 
from tlio 1st of Janiiaiy of the eurrent year, to 
the 1st of (lie present mouth, is 8,030; the 
uiimlier of lives lost jii oonseqiicneepf Uiese 
iircs is 30; and the estimated value of lliz 
propeitv iheieby de.stroyed, is rupees 5,18,930. 
fhu.s wc* find tliat in tlie short space of four 
mouths, has occurred a lo.ss of life that is in 
il.self truly dreadfiii ; whilst the lo.ss of pro¬ 
perty to so great an^iiionnt, is feltio its se-. 
verest extent a.s it falls upon those who are 
she least able to replace it. We will not at 
present rc-argiie the qiie.stion of c.auses, as 
connected with these fires, as it is perfectly 
clear that if we are mistaken in supposing 
that they arc generally not the work of incea-. 
diaiisin, it will only go to prove that thciQ U 
one more cause than the many that we have 
enumerated, and consequently that there ex¬ 
ists one more good reason for rendering the 
dwellings of the natives in the town and 
suburbs, less liable to ignition. Whether the . 
*' hj^itfins ruin nod combination dire,” oj[igi- 
nate in the wickedness of straw inerchaots, 
liiieves, and incendiaries, or in the negli¬ 
gence of natives does not affect the neces¬ 
sity of rendering the native duelling a less 
inflammable abode. I. is said, and has doubt¬ 
lessly been said for many years past, what 
should occasion so many more fires now, , 
than formerly ? The answer to this is perfectly 
plain. Thqhutsare evqry year encreasiqg ioi., 
number, are every year more closely wodgejJ 
in together, and thus, whilst the dapger is 
greatly increased, the means of preyeritipq,"^ 
and sup-pressioD, are in the same ■. 

diminished.— Hurkaru, .Mag5.' , 
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VORT VlUatMi LROISUTIVE DePXnTUENTf TdB 
.1 ^ 

29th may, 1837. 

ThefoHowin!; OmPtofA proposed Act was 
tend in Criunutl fur the first timuon tiM 28^tli 
May, 1^7; 

Act No, — or 1837. , 

T, It is hereby, pnncted, tbaLeverr honse 
B'ul oai'honse bni.lt within the City of Calcut¬ 
ta. 1st.day of November, 1837, sliall 

be covered with an .outer roof of iRcombustible 
materials, and that if any ho'ise nr ont.hn(i8e 
be built in contravention of this provision, 
t!ie owner of saeli house or ouMinase shall on 
corivietiiin before a Magistrate, be punished 
with a One not exceeding lUO rupees. 

It. And it is liorrhy enicted, that it shall 
be lawful for the Superinlcndont of llie Polioo 
of the said Oi<>. from the dale of the passing 
of this Act, t-i render to the owner ofany honse 
or nut house within the said City, which 
bouse nr oul-honse inav have been built be* 
fore the said 1st day of November 1837, and 
which may not be^cavered with an outer roof 
of ino^mlrustiblo maicrials, a sum of money to 
defray the exj>eos«i of covi-iing such bouse or 
owt-hnu e with such an outer roof, and that if 
theo^ner of such bouse or out liousc .-.hall 
accept the sum so ton.le-ed ai.d slrill cagugc 
that sueli house or out-hoiisr- sUall be covered 
withsonh an outer roof widiin a crr*.aiii time, 
and .shall not within th;tt time cause sneli 
h(Miseur out-house to he covered with su-'h an 
outer roof, such owner shall, on conviction be¬ 
fore a Maglsrrate, be pnnisliod with a fine not 
evceo’linsr ten times the gum so accepted by 
such owner. • 

r’ 

Ilf, And it is hereby enacted, that if any* 
honseoroui house s'lall be built io eoritrav n- 
tion of tIiepio\isioitseontain>'d in Section l.of 
this Art, or if any o-vner of .a house or nnt-bouse 
shall refuse to accept a siim of money tendered 
hy the said Su.mrinlendctit in tiie manner 
desTlribod in Section 2 of this Act, it shall 
be lawful for the said Superintendent to cause 
such house or out-house to be covered with an 
outer roof of incombustible materials without 
the consent of the owner thereof and to cause 
such alterations to be made id Hie walls uf^such 
bouse or out-house, as may enable such \vnU 
to support such outer roof, and to defray the 
expense out ofany funds which m-iy be put at 
the -dtaposal of the said Snoerintendent for 
tbai purpose hither by the Government or by 
apy private person or body uf private persons. 

,IV, -And it is hereby oQacled, that who¬ 
ever shall wilfully obstruct the said S jpciin- 
taudeut, dr any person acting’under ftic nu- 
tliority>>f the said Superinlendorit, in the ex¬ 
ercise of the pdWers given to the said Superin¬ 
tendent by Sention 3. of this Act, aliull, on 
CMdiotion before|a MagUtiate, be piinisbed 


F LIVES AND PftOPEft TV. 

'wilH 4 fine not exceeding )<Kl.t:npee^, tp-efcpas 
of ttrij*. punlAhmPnt |b,Wl\}c«‘tlip p4rtloa..fM> OR- 
strli'ctingmay be ilabie bv r.cjtson, pf any 
oijence whiclilic oo^hrU io Uie eonrsp of 
of such obsirpeiido.'', , ‘ 1 

' . ' V' •. b-! •> 

V. And It is hereby' that all, fines 

levied under, the abthority Of fhis Act shall bp 
paid into the General 'freasitr^, and alial.l bo 
applied to the purpose of defraying expenses 
incurred ia^carrying this Act into execuiiun. 

Ordered, that the Draft now tend be pub¬ 
lished tor general information. 

Oidered, that the said Draft be rp-con- 
sidcred at the first Meeting of the LegiHiatiye 
Council of India after the 3d day of June next. 
—Bengal Uarkaru, June 1 , 


Wo have aheady had occasion to call at- 
teiuioo to the new Iluihling Act, to the pio- 
visions of wliicli w-ctook sundiy objections. 
The Act is now piihlished fur Gcneial infor- 
iiiutiuu unalicred in any of its defective and 
nOsMid provisions, and consequently entitled 
to hold its In ad high in an, and to take raiik 
with scxcrai of iis piedccessors which have 
issued fi uiii ihe Calculla workshop of Legis¬ 
lation. As this Act now stands, the whole of 
Calcutta may be rebuilt alter the old fashion ; 
that is to say, the liuis may be, made of com- 
htisiihlc materials, (provided they be Iruilt he- 
fotc the 1st oi November next) anil those 
who build have only to refuse to receive the 
sum tendered to them by tlie Superintendent 
for the purpose of pulling on the incoiubiisli- 
ble rop^ wlieienpon the said Soiierinteiidcnt 
will bitig his woikutcn and materials, and 
rortliwitlA^do iKc needful to the property of 
the rernsant propiiciurf by putting on the in- 
eombusiihle roof, &.c. ' 


It is quit clear, therefore, that llio whole 
expense of carrying the provisions of the Act 
into rfi'ecl will fall upon the fund subscribed 
by Kiistumjoo Cowasjoe, and Ihe rest of the be¬ 
nevolent iuditiduals v lio have come forward^ 
for Government, we piesumo, will not contri¬ 
bute a pice; and supposing tbe fiiind should 
prove iiisuliicient, to include ail thehntsand 
out-houses in Calcutta, and that consequently 
no tender should be made by theSuperintendt- 
ent to the proprietors of huts built previous to 
the IstorNovembor,—why then the evil Vemains 
as before. In a word, the Act appears ewlott- 
laied to produce n tvin itpoa the fund, and 
will,in all pi^obability, produoe.MSul.tsUindMg 
to dpfpat the very purpose and objeoRF'tf hioh 
induced the cl^aiitable and tbo’huinane'.to 
come forward for the relief<of the poor ssffef- 
ersbyfiro. (t (the Act) is neither meremdr 
le.gs then the apopaueetnetiitto all men ii^ht 
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land in Calcutta to build and improve their 
' property with other people’* iiio<ioy. What, 
for instance, i* to prevent any persou having 
land, or choosing to rent it, fioin building upon 
it any niimber of stiaw huts he may bo ena¬ 
bled to cram together, provided he got theijn 
built before NovemWer I He ilien awaits the 
tender of the Superintendent, and put* on the 
incombustible roof* f^ir nothing. He may even 
make a good thing of the tender money. Sup¬ 
posing such a proprietor to have to roof a cou¬ 
ple of hundred of huts, he wiV leceive so 
much per hut; say 10 rupees, or tv^e (hoiisaiid 
for the whole jolt, out of which he wiil doubt¬ 
less save copaiderably. Then again, by the 
Act, eiiidi building piopri -tor is indulged to 
huddle together, in the smallest possi hie space 
as many huts as the area built on will contai:), 
ill order to make tbe most of the ground, an 
inconvenience against wliieb, while legislat¬ 
ing on the snhject, it would suiely have been 
as well toguaid. liis,iiioie»ver, net tain that, 
with the teniptalion lield out to wealthy pio- 
piietors of land to biiiid, under the present 
enaidmcnt, they will he first in the ticld ; their 
blits wiil be erected and thomscives ready to 
take the roof money from the Superinicudent, 
when the real siilforers from lire, the poor 
crcatiires who have lost their all, will, be 
houseless. They will not bo in a condition to 
receive the tender to enable them to pift on a 
roof, inasiinich a* they will not have been en¬ 
abled to build at ail; and tliustlie sums siiii- 
scribed in the spirit of the present charity, 
will, through the Act of the Legislature, be 
diverted from their iegitiniate uhjeots, and 
will, on the contrary, he made *to How into 
those channels which will be prepared by the 
hand of aS'iiteiiess and cupidity. And much 
of tliis might have been prevented by leaving 
out of clause the 1st tlic word ; it then 
would have been ineunibent upon every pro¬ 
prietor, to SCO that his hut or huts were fur¬ 
nished with an ineuiiibiisiihleroof; fc-«a neg- 
leot on his part in this particular woi^d, after 
the iirstof November, subject iRm to/i peinity 
of one hundred rupees for each hut; and it 
would,* niuroover, have left a diseretionary 
power in the Sii|)eiintendciit as to the distri¬ 
bution of the funds in his hands. We euulj 
then have selected the poorer class of inhabi¬ 
tants to whom to make the tender to enable 
them to conform to the provisions of the Act, 
—a disoretion which we think might be very 
safety left to the uHicer in question, (not that 
wo are advocates fur entrusting discretionary 
.power to officials as a principle; but in.the 
particular instance in question, we see no¬ 
thing objectionable in our suggestion) and the 
richer proprietors of land, having tbe fear of 
the penalty before their eyes, would take care 
to build with the tiled root without waiting 
for the tender. But as the matter now stands, 
the carrying into effeot^f this et^aotmeiit, in¬ 
volving tbe safety of Ufe and property, is made 
to depend upon-the Mtoni of tho funds sub- 
scyibed. In other 'wordBj a* public A.ct of 
Government i« made a tnhre, contingency,— 
jl<is based upon dndUidmtl Charity ; its 
yery existence depends «poa nletiiosyuavy 


contribution, without which its provisions arO' 
a ipeil nullity.— Hurkaru, June 12. 


The Harkat'u has occasionally a strange way 
of arriving at his eunclusious, to wi*,%y sup¬ 
posing a thing to be true, and (hen iirgUing 
on tlys suppostiion as if it were a rcaiM.v. As 
an instance of lliis failing, we may notice ihe 
following sample of leasoning as being quiie 
peculiar to the column* of our morning con¬ 
temporary,—it will lie found in the Hurharu’a^ 
remarks of ye*let'duv on the siihj-ci of |]ie' 
New Ant lor o.mipciling tiie ereoiioii of tiled 
hills within the iimiis of Caicuila, after the 
1st of November next.— 


'* It is quite clear, therefore, that the whole 
expenee of carrving the provisions of the Aut 
into ed'cet, will fall upon the fund subscrib¬ 
ed by Riistoiuji'c Cowasjee and the rest of 
the benevolent individuals, who have oume 
forward ; for Government we presume wilt 
not contrihiUc a pice; and supposing the fund 
sliould prove insufficient to include all the 
hut.* and nut houses in Calcutta, and that 
couscqiiontly no tender siAmId bo made by 
ilic 8'ipcrintendeiit to the proprietors of huts 
built previous to the I6lh of November—wliy 
tlien tlie evil remains as before.” 


We imagine that the suH«cribcrs to the 
Fund for the relief of the sud'orers by the lute 
fires aie perfectly iL'norant of any aTraiige- 
ineiit having been made, by wliioii the Super- 
iuiotidenfeof I'ulice is to have tho disbursq^ 
nieiil of the monies suhscrihed by them for a 
specific purpose, and to carry which into ef- 
fcci, a .speuilic oomiuiltec was appointed and 
hf. this lime we dar^ say, has proceeded far 
with the distribution of the bonnly, of which 
the public had constiiuted its iiiomhers the 
almaiu'.r.s. if we mistake not. Government 
have either already contributed, or are about 
to contribute a sum of inuiiny—some twenty 
thousand rupees, 4a the same beiieiicient 
purpose—that of enabling the poor inhabitallts 
with little assstance, to erect tiled huts in; 
lieu of thatched ones; so our contemporary 
must be iucorreet in stating, that the Govern' 
ment will not give one pioe towards carr} ing- 
iiito (^'ct its own intentions. To us it ap- 
peaiff^hat the promulgation of the act will ‘ 
provide an elTeclual check against tho erec¬ 
tion of other than tiled buildings, for the fol¬ 
lowing reason*. We consider that full three- 
fourths of the native population within the 
limits of Calcutta, arc in circumstances either 
of themselves or with the aHsistanco of their 
employers to build tiled residences ; and that 
these, convinced of the utility of putting up 
their lyits Tor five months only, will procee>d 
at once to anticipate the wishes of legiglatore > 
by constructing uninflamtnuhle buildin}M. Of ' 
the remainder, those who are confessedly tw=? 
poor to build other than thatched Huts, wiH 
either betake tHetn'seives across tho boundary 
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cT tsoeire asatiliaoe fronn the Charitable 
Fund. ' 


AAF one who is aciiaainled with the cha* 
nteteroftlie natives, is aware, that about Ute 
meet offq^nsive thiajjf which he done to 
theai, i* io''intorlere with their doniestifl ar- 
raaireuienU; aiict that to make the police the 
axents in inducing: tiieiu to eonform to 'the 
wishes of aulhority in his respect, is a degra¬ 
dation to which few of them williligly expose 
themselves. We shall therefore be mnoli sur¬ 
prised if half a doaen instances of recusancy 
occur during the whole course of time oc¬ 
cupied in hringlng about a complete renewal 
of the rooHing of the native habitants within 
C.ilcutta, and in cases where a disposition is 
evinced lo defeat the obvious intention of the 
act, Ihiough mere perversity, we dare say, 
tint a icmesly can easily be applied in the 
sh.ipe of an a«sos3oient on hnts built of infla- 
in ible materials, if the Goveinment do not find 
it convenient to offer the alternative mention¬ 
ed in the act. 

We know of no piece of legislation, which 
ha« emanated from the Council Chamber, more 
chary of the righlsKtf the subject, and more 
consult've of the interests of the community 
than the one under discussion; and we may 
overlook the minor points for which it has 
not condescentied to provide, for the sake of 


the great good whitdi it is-caleulatnd to at^* 
ooinplish. If it bad no other effeet, it would 
be of value, as dcteriniiiing the questiou 
how far safety is to give way to private con¬ 
venience in this country, on a matter, where 
liberty bad been, for years, carried to the ox- 
tremity of dangerous license. That point has 
been settled in a manner.,oonsistent with rea¬ 
son, and we entertain a' nope-that the princi¬ 
ple will he gradually extended to other sub¬ 
jects which, Mioiigli of not such pressing mo¬ 
ment, stan(j. 4 l 80 in need of its wholesome ap¬ 
plication. 

To ns it appears, that in leaving ascertain¬ 
able facts in order to indulge in speculations 
having no better foundation than supposition, 
our contemporary travels out of the sober 
track which he is accustomed to claim as his 
own, and become lost in an atmosphere irv 
which, though he piofesses all to be suHicient- 
ly clear, those who follow him can find no- 
tiiingboiobsuiuity; and when so short a period 
as five months only has lo elapse, before the 
question will determine itself, it seems quite 
unnecessary to antici|)ate it by predictions, 
wliicli may prove groundless, though in the 
interim calculated to retarti the steps which 
arc being taken by individuals and the Go¬ 
vernment fur bringing about a desirable 
change in one branch of the public economy 
of this great metropolis.—/i'/iyfisAmna, June 13. 
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THE LATE AFFAIR AT JYPOBE. 


Tile follon'ing letter on the Jypore qnes- 
tioD, written from the spot two months aftq| 
the fatal 4th of Jane, \('ill be rea<i with deep in¬ 
terest by our constituents. Oar desire to pub¬ 
lish this letter more than a year ago, when we 
first chanced to see it, was overruled by the au¬ 
thor, who in permitting us to use it now that 
legal judgment has been pronodMced on the 
chief points of which it treats,wish« to short¬ 
en it at the expense of some of the political 
opinions involved in its local discussions, but 
we prefer giving the letter unmutulatod, sure 
that those who are interested in the matter 
will not think it too long. This summary of 
circumstances connected with the treason and 
massacre is worthy of attention, because if was 
drawn up by one who came unpr'judiced to 
the scene of action, from a neighbourhood 
where he was able to mark both the nature and 
the clfcct of ruinonrs wliich followed the atro¬ 
city, and because the views which he formed 
after enjoying every means of getting cor¬ 
rect information on the subject, wore written 
in the freedom of private corrcspondcuce to a 
friend who was situated so as to bo able in a 
great measure to test their accuracy. Time 
has proved the general correctness of th» opi¬ 
nions formed at comparatively early date, and 


insisted npon going inside to speak with the 
Ranee ; that the Resident bad been cutdowa 
in the attempt, and that Blake bad aftqfwarde 
been stoned in a court of the palac«. That 
one of the Thakoors had ordered the attack j- 
because the Resident had spoken overbear¬ 
ingly to him at Durbar, on his remarking that 
so far from having done anything for the 
country, we had come and made matters 
worse. _ That the Rawul had directed the act. 
That his son Luchman Sing had ordered it. 
That “ the Thakoors" bad done it, because 
they thought the English were in league with 
Jotiiaram, having caused him to put away 
the young Rajah, in order that they might 
take the whole country, as they bad taken 
Shokhawnttee, and having let him go off with 
all the wealth of tho state, as price of his vil- 
|ainy." When the first ferment had sab.sided, 
it was observable that the deed was greatly 
condemned, as bringing reproach upon the 
Rajpoot name, and ruin to the Jypore Raj. 
“ Bus ! nh lya !*' was the frequent cry, few 
seeming to doubt that, we should now make 
the country our own. ^ 

By the time I reached Jypore, the idea, first 
started there—that the Rawul must be con- 


has warranted his advocacy of Major Alves’s I cerned in both events.—had gained strong 
political acumen and steadfastness, a fact | hold of the public mind in ail parts of Biitisli 
which it would not be handsome in ns to pass 1 India, and “ the organs of the people” were 
without comment, as wo were led to think in-j exclaiming for vengeance on tliis minister, 
dilTereutly ofthe gallant functia#ary’3 fore Und tho erasure of Jypore from the list of 
sight and stability, and expressed ourselves I states. To this day their tone is hardly 
accordingly. The fact is that it has been Col. changed, sind opinion runs high both against 
Alves’s nmeeeh not only to bear a cruel cut on Government and their representative. Ther# 
the head for those whose salt ho eats, hut to | were circumstances stated which at first scem- 
be the organ of all the legislative and other ;c(] impljcate the Rawul, but it was judged 
absurdities, which have emanated from the |,y the English here rltat all these, (supposing- 
Supreme Council Boai-d since the procrasti- them to have really occurred,) could have 
nated investigation into the source qjhis in-.happened without his will or knowledge, and 
jury began, and as only o(lds«nd eros of Ins 'suspicion was soon diverted from a man who 

peculiar sayings and doings have beftn report- had jiirst been made minister by us (through 

ed for Uie pubiic, which must have mae/Aiwy, Alves) against the Majee’s wish, and in des- 
lio has necessarily borne the brunt of nearly I pjte of many desperate iulrigues,and who had 
all tho follies and all tho misrepresentations | been assured of our esteem and support; ufbo 
that have appeared. We took pains some without our countenance could neither havo 
time ago (.sec A. U. 7th Noveinl^r) to shew. easily ratted nor sustained himsulfinminis- 
wliy, it wc had done the Ajmore Resident in-'teiijij poorer, and who in plotting against us 
justice, we had fallen into error, and wc can) must tliereforo have been endangering his 


falioii 

but repeat what we then observed, that wc 
can only reason on matters as tliey are placed 
before os, and only correct our inadvertencies 
through the aid of those who havo it iti their 
power to set us right. We should very much 
prefer being in the first instance favoured with 
correct information, but shall at all times bo 
happy to receive it, and to acknowledge our 
mistakes. 


My Dear > 




9tk Aiffftut, 1836. 

Intelligence of the tragedy 
veached'S— on the5tb Juncj^and with it came 
tho Coliuwing strango-,raai,§ars. “ That after 
n stormy Durbar at the palace, the sahibs 


own ^thorily and existence. Those who 
liavciwnnanded the extinction of this slate, 
must have been ignorant that its prince is not 
two years old, and that his ministry is an in¬ 
complete, provisional one, formed by ourselves 
out of tho best materials that came to hand at 
a moment of great disorder. As tho recognised 
olfi(dating state administration, however, this 
body came forward (as did the majee) in a 
very prompt and decided manner to disfown 
and lament the atrocious ontratjes which had 
been clbmrnitted against our olficers, and 1 
need not go to Orotious or Vatlel fof Br|^6- 
ments, that their having done '.o must dis^iQ 
our vengeance, unless they sbcaid be provadl 
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false rebels, or nnless special reason ^an be 
shewn for now treating the protected crowniof 
Amber aoeording to a harsher role than would 
be adopted towards an independent state. To 
enable the public to form a just idea of the 
position and conduct of Government and their 
represe«tative, it might not be amiss to print 
the addrdss of the assembled Thakoors and 
state mootsuddies to Major Alves, with regard 
to themselves and their infant Rajah, 

The treacherous attempt on your life, and 
the unhappy fate of Mr. Blake, who foil the 
victim of an infuriated mob, have plunged us 
into shame and grief that would be better ex* 
pressed by silence, were it not that you might 
suspect some of us Thakoors and Mootsuddies 
to be mixed up in the nefarious events. Should 
they be brought home to any one of us, he is 
no truo born Rajpoot I From that moment 
we renounce him I we will take his life with 
our own hands, or deliver him to you to be 
dealt with according to your pleasure. We 
have no part in him ! Our Rajah is an infant ? 
—the country acknowledges your full supre¬ 
macy and by the long preserved friendship 
that has existed between the states, we pray 
you to act for its advantage, and to preserve 
its interests !—Tke m^n who assaulted you 
has been examined : all who are suspected of 
taking part in the riot are being apprehended, 
and after examination will be duly delivered 
over to you for punishment." 

Among the 45) signers of this address were 
some whom the Resident had cause to suspect 
but he met their general protestation, fand the 
separate one from the Majee) in a n^aniier be¬ 
coming one who felt sure of his Government's 
greatness, and had conlidence in his own judg¬ 
ment. He accepted their solemn asseveraliuns 
of innocence, though hej.'.iade it incumbent rii 
them to produce the guilty, and calling upon 
all to exert themselves for the immediate res¬ 
toration of order and confidence in theStatc, 
be continued a friendly, though limited, inter¬ 
course with the Queen mother and the premi¬ 
er. Ail that he said or did thus far was condi¬ 
tional. It rested with thd “ Sudder,” as all 
were of course mado to understand to decide 
bow far subsequent evidence supported the 
professions made by the above dignitaries, 
either as a state body, or as individuals, and 
in the event of criminality, being brought 
borne to any of them, they could at ao' time 
be proceeded against for that criminality', en¬ 
hanced by their dishonest attempt to conceal 
what they had had the villainy to perpetrate. 
As for Alves’s view of the conspiracy, time 
will shew its worth. Conceiving the plot to 
bave beeu concocted agaimt, not by, the Ra- 
woly ho dccidbil that it would bo assisting the 
guilty to allow confusion to spread, and that 
to maintain the premier in authority, would be 
the best way of enabling him to gain confes¬ 
sion end evidence against the ploters. He 
bas set his reputation on thi.s policy, and Go¬ 
vernment have allow'ed it trial: it but remains 
for us to watch its effect. 


To what then do you attribute the oecar> 
rencoof the 4tli June?"—To the desperate intri¬ 
gues of the Surwages who held office under Jo- 
tharam (some of whom are now in prison) and 
[ think it far from unlikely that the spring of 
their movements lay at Deosa. I shold say 
that there was more recklessness than limited 
end in their undertaking: perhaps they hoped 
to effect a revolution which would in some 
way restore to them the whole, or part of their 
lost power, but their immediate object was 
to oust thc^^RawuI, who was making en¬ 
quiries intff their stewardships, and who they 
felt assured,would put them down as he eouid. 
Even if, in the exile of their head, they project¬ 
ed settinp‘ up the Majee as regent, or raising to 
the primier-ship a man more approved of by 
her, or raorefriendly to their interests than the 
Rawul,(u) their knowledge of our Govern¬ 
ment’s disposition must have been .suIBcient to 
restrain them from ah undisguised attempt to 
subvert the administration formed under its 
auspices ; therefore, I conceive, they directed 
the assault upon Alves, and fMuployed agents 
to stir np a city riot against ail the Feringees, 
with the view of causing their enemy’s down- 
fal by bringing him into disrepute. Perhaps 
they also looked to get rid of the Rnwui in the 
tumult: in this event their plan would still have 
held good, for they would have diverted sus¬ 
picion from their party by representing the 
whole attack as a general out-break against the 
Briiisli director, his men, and measures. It is 
not probable that the Majee w'ould have coun¬ 
tenanced an attack on the BritishRcsident; but 
perhaps she was parilg informed of the plot in 
agitation to^hange the ministry, and was weak 
enongh silently to concur in it, out of jealousy 
towards the Rawul, who, through interested 
agents about her person, was represented as 
au uscirper of the power by right belonging 
[to her as mother of the infant heir. That this 
young woman's vanity was aitfuHy appealed 
to before the qut-hrcuk is plain from the tenor 
of her' , rior correspondence with the Resi¬ 
dent,—CO respbiidence which was dictated by 
shrewder heads than her own,—and 1 venture 
a surmise as to the slate of her feelings in 
consequence, deeming it uot improbable that 
a similar notion may have entered the Rawal’s 
mind. The only thing I see likely to make 
him tender in proving the conspiracy, is an 
honorable Rajpoot’s fear of incurring re¬ 
proach among his countrymen by exhibiting 
the head of the Royal family as in any way 
involved in proceedings so cowardly and dis¬ 
graceful, and perhaps he might be given to 
understand that, as far as may be possible, the 
British Government will help to veil disclo¬ 
sures not positively implicating inmates of the 
Harem, Should the Majee be clearly convicted 
of having taken a part entitling her to apension 


_ (a) For iostance, Megb' Sing, Thakoor of Diggee, 
dismissed jo his estate by Alves for his ambitious and 
dishonest intrigues at Jypore after the young Rajab’g 
sudden death, and " who was offered a knillut of mook- 
tareeby Jafiuram, wj^n ha learnt his own deposition 
from the ministerial mce.’’—See despatch 22d Aptil 
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at Bindrabun or Benares, of coarse all nice' 
scruples must be waved ; even such a shameful 
issue mitrhtbe productive of much good to the 
boy, by bringing him sooner under the care of 
men. 
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Let ns now examine the general accusation, 
of having designed the whole aifair, which 
has been so eagerly made against the Rawul. 
The two chief charges put forward are,—that 
the pala(A guards joined in the attack upon 
Blake, and that the city gates rwe shot by 
conceit to prevent •the Resideirey party’s 
escape. The evidence taken has nut borne out 
these accusations, and the ready way in which 
they were made induces a suspicion that they 
were prepared by the intriguing party for 
dispersion. It does not appear that there weio 
on the 4tli of Juno posted,—or that it isjisuai 
to post,—a Raj guard and where within the 
“ Tripoha’' except at the “ Surd Deoree,” the 
gate outside which the arms and equipages of 
visitors are left; or, that the giiu' d at this 
point was,—or generally is,—composed of 
more than two armed senirics, the rest of the 
attendants being Dhailcts, or Oliobdars, men 
carrying sliields and painted wands, whoso 
oflicc it is to see points of ceremony complied 
with. It is not siiewn that any soldier of the 
Raj engaged in the alTrny until Blake was 
turning out of the main street, when a •parly 
of the city police ran upandcutathis elephant 
to stop its progress. The people who an 
occasions of ceremony crowd to the main street 
have free access to the courts with in tlic outer 
palace walls, (h) nor is any one visiting them 
asked who he is, or why he carries a sword. 
There arc shops, and temples inside them, 
and the citizens pass in and out at all times 
of the day, many who have occasion to go up 
or down the town making a short cuf by a 
thoroughfare which lies between the Tripolea 
(southern) and the grand eastern gate. The 
followers of several Tliakoors and sta*^ Moot 
Buddies who had eoinc to court by th^f ripoica 
entrance, were in waiting,acc(ltdiiiE^ custom, 
outside tlic S-iird Deoreo, when Alves eame 
out and was struck; the followers of the Riitvul 
were-in aitendence at an eastern gate, by 
which, on account of his living in the north 
east quarter of the city, he almost invariably 
comes and goes to and from the palace. The 
Assassin was rescued for a moment by 


(It) Vide Alves’s despatch 2nd April 1835.—Describ 
iog his first visit to (he palace after the death fit the 
Rajah—he says “ an immense concourse filled one of 
the principle streets, and all the interim co'uris and gates 
of the palace up to the Dewan khanch itself.” It may 
not be amiss for ns to observe that this important point, 
as well as that regards the wearing of swords, is es- 
tablidied ^ the evidence of the master of Court cere' 
monies—Darogah Munna'Lall.—Seehis Examination 
nuhlisbed in Calcutta Caurwr lOth November,—" There 
IS no objecton to servantwof Thakoors and State Moot- 
■uddtet, and respectably deemed men from the bazar, 
coming as far as the Surd-kee Decree.—There is no or* 
-der •forbidding the approach ufmen with swords, but 
matcblocksand Spears are forbidden. No one asks cues* 
was, wd almost any eoe may approach.”—£o. A.U. 


some persons yet andisoovored, jusf as 
had been brought out from the Tripolea into 
the Chunk, or main city street, but he was im¬ 
mediately recovered and brought back witbin 
the Tripolea by the Bawul's officer “ Gunga 
Bisketi,” who had been ordered to convey tho 
prisoircv to the Residence, according to^lftke s 
desire. The “ Meenahs” who have «harge ol 
diflerent city chokies, and of some wards with¬ 
in the extensive palace walls, as well as tho 
“ nagas” (for naked) wlio guard the city gates, 
are esteemed liorvants of the State rather than 
of any minister, for the time being, and nearly 
all those now serving were long under Jotha- 
ram. Individuals of cither tribe may havo 
been seduced, and bribed to silence, by tho 
intriguing party, but it is unlikely that if do- 
tachinents at different chokies and gates, or 
even one set had been tutored for this trea¬ 
chery, not a single man should have come for¬ 
ward to save a life, or to gain a largo reward (c) 
by convicting the authors of it, I cannot 
read the police Meenahs willing confession of 
the part they took in Blake’s murder, without 
adiuilling the gieat appearance ottheir having 
been misled by the cry of tlio people, and that 
in the Hist instance they bcliavcd such as wo 
should expect untrained soldiers of any state, 
to do in paraliedcircuinBtangcs. In consider¬ 
ing the conduct of all Jyporeans on the event¬ 
ful day of our fiiend’s murder, we must boar 
iu mind the state of politics and public feel¬ 
ing then prevailing. It would take too long a 
digression to trace the leading events of even 
the preceding four months ; suffice it here to 
say that although after the supposed murder 
of the young Rajfili we had come forward a.« 
the paramount authority to depose and try the 
suspected minister Jotharam, and to restore 
order to the States, we in the two months &t 
oiir interference had apparently no title, either 
asjudges or pacificators, tu answer the high 
vfroiight expeclationifc and the passionate im- 

f alienee of the people, whom we prevented 
rom taking the law into their own hands just 
as they wore going to break out in fury, so 
that tliey remained dissatisfied and unsettled, 
and open to the suggestions of intrigues which 
continued desperately to work. All who wera 
opposed to llie Rawiil, tried to make him «ii- 
ous by representing him to be the tool oftlia 
British Government wlio were supporting him 
for purposes of their own ; this being the de¬ 
ceit which was best calcula’ed to excite a 
peonleignorant of high political motive and 
faitll^lio had lately with much shame and 
distrust seen two of their provinces occupied 
by English troops, assembled in the first in¬ 
stance for ti)e subjugation of a neighbouring 
kindred slate. Thus, Hliicheventurn the pub¬ 
lic misunderstanding took, .we suffered in 
general estimation, and it is not surprising 


(e) yhc Rawul had widely proclaimed not only that 
guilty confessors sliould be foigiven, but that peraons v/\k0 
knew of iheir friend« beiae implicated, should ODlain w- 
don for the same if they vvuulil inform against thtm. Th* 
sum subscribed for rewarding discovereis of the plot W^p 
at first 15,000 and is now 2-2,000 rupees. 
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that tbe growin|;> flame of ill hamoor against 
its burst out violently at the flrst vent it found, 
when there were so many intent upon fanning 
it. The Mcenali poliee whose conduct is in 
question, were on the morning of the Durbar 
called upon by hundreds of frantic citizens 
who cnowded the streets, and the roofs of 
houses, avenge bloodshed in the palace ; 
the Rawul's according to some,—the Ranee’s 
according to others,—and whether or nd they 
had remarked confusion in the mode of the 
Resident’s rctnrn, or in'Macnnghten's course, 
they could not be blind to the spectacle of an 
English Sahib flying like a guilty person from 
the palace, and before the mob who pursued 
him with cries of “ stop the murderer—still it 
appears that someof theui did not bestir them¬ 
selves until abused as unfaithful servants. 
“The Feringees have been shedding blood in 
the palace; and you, the servants of the Raj, 
look on and do nothing!” “You arc animiik 
haiain!”“ Are you a Rajpoot or a Mongrel ?”(</) 
When they had taken up tlic cry, and join¬ 
ed in the attack, it would seem that the mob 
gave way to them as leaders, and for their 
subsequent conduct little excuse can he 
found ; they behaved like demons, but they 
were surrounded by a mad multitude clamor¬ 
ous for blood, and perhaps, poor hriite.s! 
thought they deserved from the state, and from I 
all Jyporeans, the applau.se given them by the 
crowd when the Cl uel deed was dune. One of 
the host witnesses is Pudiuah Cliuprassy, him¬ 
self a Mcenab, who, when standing uurecog-! 
nized on the roof of the kultreo in which Blake 
had Just been killed,“heard thecitizens cry out 
fromthcYrhousetopsthattlie Meenahshad done 
excellently for the interests'of the Raj.” All 
the men who were executed died and' gave no 
sign ; saying, and seeming to think, that it 
was their fate so to have acted, and to sulTer. 

No proof ha.s been brov^ht of the city gate's 
having been shut to prevent the Feringees from, 
escaping. McNaghten, though attacked by 
the mob out side the palace walls, rode un¬ 
impeded through the Chandpaale or Western 
gate. It would appear that this was not shut 
for at least several min,iitos after his exit, 
even by the evidence of Ukber Alec Suwar, 
who deposes that one fold of the door was 
swinging, and the other in the act of being 
closed, when he galloped up and pa.s.ied 
out, but the whole of this man’s statement; 
from the point at which he begins to narrate 
his own achievement!!, is plainly so f'ui.'' of 
exaggeration, that we could not upon it decide 
that the western gate was shut at all. Alves 
and Ludlow passed out of the Ajmere (South) 
gate, by which the whole English party had 
come, and by which it was next to certain that | 
they would return, according to eustom, as | 
the direct road from the palace to the Rosi- | 
dency lies through it. Afterwards, when I 
Blake was stacked by a first* party of I 
Bolice, he seat un a Suwar tc the Resiliency, < 


fd) Vide Depositious of Dewa, Meena, Motee Meena, 
imd Paana Meeaa, Jemadu—also of RuDjeot Sioeb 

‘flspaheo. ' 


who rode unobstructed through the same 
gate, allthongh ho probably had a drawn 
sword in bis hand, (c) It has by no means been 
proved that Blake turned into the temple 
because he ascertained that the Ajmere gate 
vtas shut. The only witness on this head is 
the Mahout who was unexpectedly saved from 
under the murderers’swords. This man was so 
shocked by exce.ss of terror* that for many 
days after the event, he could not {{ring his 
mind fairly ^o dwell on its circumstances. See 
his dilTere^evidences. Ten days after arriv¬ 
ing here I sent for him, and, saying that as 
a great friend of the Sahib's I felt anxious to 
know all the facts of his death, I seated the 
man on thefloorof tuy room,and let him tell the 
whole story from beginning to end not openly 
noting what he said, seldom interrupting him 
except by familiar repetition of his words cal¬ 
culated to make him eufoice or vary them : ho 
plainly said that be never drove the elephant 
beyond Iho temple, and he did not sec whether 
the Ajineie gate wa.s .shut or open, “ You did 
not see?” “ ITow could I see? stones where 
flying from all sidc.s, and 1 had enough to do 
trying to avoid tbeni.and to drive tlie elephant, 
who kept turning and turning ns she was struck 
by stones and swords.” “How did tlie Saliib 
express himself ?■' “ He once or twice spoke 
to Liicbmuu Sing (Clinprassce) coming down 
the street, and told Saidoo, the 3hUe, to drivo 
off the assailants. Saidoo obeyed, and struck a 
man with the ladder on the breast, just before 
we got to the niuiidir. Luchniun called out, 
Sahib tiie Mate is down !" —the Sahib answer¬ 
ed notliiiig, hut presently hosaid “ the gate is 
shut; go to tlio Poroliit’s house !” “Do yon 
think the Sahib saw that the gate was shut ?’* 

“I can’t say; he too was qaite t/hiibrowed by 
the stbnes, and had a wound un his temple 
ivliich he was stanching with his handker¬ 
chief, but he said it wa.s, and 1 obeyed his 
Older.’! ■ Immediately after this, the elephant 
wasdrivV‘n alongside the balcony of the temple 
into whici^ Blaxe clinrbed from his howdah. 

I stated the distance from this temple, to the, 
Ajmere gate to be 300 yards. Boileau, of tlie 
Engineers who sketched the enclosed plan, 
makes it nearer 400. Doubtless a person on an 
elephant near the temple, well acquainted 
with the localities of the arched (Ajmere) 
gate-way, might tell whether or no the high 
doors under the middle of it were shut, by 
attentively looking down the street to see If he 
could discern a white court wall some 40 yards 
beyUnd (outside) them, which he would not see 
in the case of their being closed ; but the 
gate-way itself is white, and all except the 
top of it is at this distaooe^concealed by some 
huts aud trees, and aman in Blake's sitnatioo 
might easily have been mistaken. There is 
no doubt that our frien^ was severely vround- 
ed before ho reached the temple, for the frame 
of his howdah was broken to pieoes by stones, 
and all parts of the interior were bespattered 

^. . . .. 11 . ' 

(e) Vide deposition of" Mahout.’’ The Suwai wasia 
heat of As elephant, clearing Ae way with hu iWori, 



THE LATE AFFAIR AT JYPORE 


261* 

with blood ; therefore tliere was sullicicnt rca- is I think a plain and credible document, 
son for his seeking refuge because of bis own Matives generally have iropciTuct notions of 
state, as well as on account of his elephant’s time, bat wc ran calculate pretty nearly how 
condition. I may further remark upon a cir* much'elapsud between the attack upon Alves, 
cumstaiice In the evidence of the Elcdliant aud the murder of Blake, from the reports of 
cooly,Saidoo;hesitat<isthat when hefell wound- our own oilicers, and llius we are enabled to 
ed he heard people exclaim, Shut the city form an opiuiou of the Rawul’s conduct during 
gates 1" if this be true, Blake may have seen this critical period. We know that flie assas- 
persons hastening on to effect this, or theory sin was instantly secured, and Alves hurried 
may have been in his ears when be decided off in a palanqnecn attended by Ludlow ; also 
upon gstting into the temple. ^ that McNagluon, who escorted the latter a lit- 

\ tic way towards the Tripoica, on returning to 

Again,— we may take an entirely different the Sard Doorec but exciiangcd a few words 
view of this question by accepting a siigges- with Blake, and rode liorncwnid again. Lud< 
tion made by Major Alves—tliat the Mahout| low thinks that threu minutes, at most, elapsed 
mistook the meaning of Blake’s speech “ the between the time of McNagliicirs leaving, and 
gate is shut; go to the Purohit’s house”—and returning^ to Blake, and he cannot be far 
that word “ Durwaza” w’hich he repeats, ap- wrong, for altiinngh lie went as fust as the hear- 
plied not to the city gate, but to tlie(laot;of the ers could carry Alvus’ palkce to the Ajmero 
temple, wliicii they certainly found closed gale, and thence galloped on to ilic Residency, 
when they reached it. Ram Nath's private McNaghten, who nridc a .sli.;lit rireuit in 
dwelling is situated at a little distance from going by the Western gate, readied home first, 
bis temple up a lane;—observe tl<al thougli McNaghten has cxpiosscd his opinion that 
Blake ordered the driver to make for the house Blake could not have been many minutes after 
(liawelee) he took refuge in the niundir, cn- him. Tlicrc is every reason to liclieve that 
tcring the latter building by a balconied win- Blake's elephant, which was a parliculurly ac> 
dow looking into the street, into which ho step- 4ive one, was made to go fastest for tliree parts 
ped from his howdah ; when he fu st came op- of the way to the temple, and that Blake spent 
posite this, the mob were close upon the heels very few tiiuincnis in the speet after he had 
of Ills badly wonndeJ elephant, so that he reaclied this building. Tin: temple being open 
haducilher time to deliberate long, nor tdgn far on all sides, wa". immediately surruiuidcd, and 
any way; perhaps it was only after lie had given Uinku’s nourse along the top of its tei race, 
the said order he saw that allbongb tlic down to the very room in wbieli be took ro- 
tcmple door was barred lie could get into fnge, could bo observed and pointed out by 
it by the unusual mode which lie adopted, the person on tlie roofs of near bouses, who 
and that deeming iinraediale refuge in a are rciircscnted as exclaiming “there goes 
sacred edifice preferable to the ehaiinc of the mnidcrc.! riinr! mar !” Tlie mob, it is said, 
reaching, and gaining admissiou into a private elauihctcd in aficr Blake, by aid of each otiier, 
dwelling, he gave the countcr-ordcr on which and of ssiinc sheds built against the fionttem* 
the Mahout acted, he hardly recollects how. pie wall, as well as of two stone figures of efb- 

* phuiits wliicIi stand a little below tlie balcony 

Mueb stress has been laid upon the assumed j b^ which he entered ; tlicy forced a door from 
fact of Blake’s finding the city gate shut |(t lane on one side, mad easily got into a largo 
against him, as proving preconcert .*and im-iopen Court that gave admittance on the other 
plicatiiig the existing Governmeny Now iTsido and on the back part. There was in truth 
would say that even if we coifld asvliitain that little to keep an enraged mob of assailants' 
the Ajmero gate was closed at the time of long out, and I think we nviy decide that they 
Blak^s reaching the temple, wc should not did not pause in their i'qry, but that our friend 
establish any thing consequential. Precon- had scarcely bec^ shut in when his pursuers 
cert would have had the gate (or gates) shut were upon him. Wo have no good ilirecb«vi- 
sooner, and it would be the most reasonable dence as to Icngih of time that Blake made a 
coarse tliata door-kcepcrcould adopt on seeing stand in the koitree of the temple, and must 
a foreign party’s suwnrree come out in cunfn- chiefly form our judgment on this question 
sion, and presently afterwards a foreigner’s from the Mahout’s detail of after 

suwar come galloping through (with a drawn he imd been shut in with his master, and from 
sword in his hand) while there wore sounds of as'imy of the place which they vainly thought 
a great tumult in the street, to shuttbe gj^te in would prove a refuge. One of the Poojarrees 
his charge until he could be informed what said he thought the Sabib was two ghuriees 
bad really happened, or until the receipt of (,10 or 40 minutes) in the kottree before be was 
orders from bis superiors! If we will accept murdered, but ho admits IhaUhe went apart 
the direct evidence of durwans " Ramla and from the scene of slaughter. Another witness 
Gopal Brahmin,” and of the Raj hurkarah says that one glinree after he saw Mr. Blake 
“ Nanoo,” the Ajmere and other gates were leave the palace, he went to a house 200 yards 
shut after Blake had dieen killed, ly orderof off, and heard that the gentleman badieen 
-the Rawul, who directed that nSne of the citi- killed in 4be Porohit’s mundir. Athirdsavs 
sens should be allowed to quit the town, but he w8s cooking in the house near the Porofait's, 
^bat egress and ingress should be given to the when be heard the uproar and wentto*tlie tem- 
seavants of the English. This Lestinony is con- pie : the Saliih had been dead a ghurree before 
lonaat with the statement drawn up by the he arrived. The Mahout would probably Ml 
Rawttl and signed also by his two sous, whieh in an account of lime, for he was qaiW 
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confoaiided by fear; we misbt expect,hoffever, 
that minutes of such dreadful suspense as this 
mansuifered would seem, and be described as 
hours. His detail of what occurred in the 
temple is the same in both' liis depositions, 
and it tells like what one would expect to hap¬ 
pen whvn there was no great obstacle to keep 
the mob Out. In his lirst deposition he says, 

“ The door was shut upon us and we kept si¬ 
lence. After we had been there a short time 
some one came to the dour and said “ do not 
be alarmed ! the mob is being dispersed by the 
Rnj”; but immediately afterwards stones be¬ 
gan to fall in the court of the temple, and 
people buist into it, and also got upon the 
roof of the building; the door of the small room 
in which we were, was forced open, and stones 
were then poured in upon us. We sheltered 
ourselves as well as we could and defended 
the door-way until the wall above us was 
broken through, when we were attacked from 
above. In his second deposition, he says 
“one of the Poroliits gave Mr. Blake water to 
drink, and then fastent’d tho door of tlic kot- 
tree from without with the chain (a bit of 
about six inches length fasteiicd to the liottnm 
of the door and the lintel); n/Ver a few mements 
a person came and told us that the mob had 
been dispersed ; of that same nviment stone.s 
were sbpworeil upon the door of the 
kottre where we had saiigiit refuge; the dour 
was broken in, a«id wo wcie pelted by the 
mob.” The person wiio came to the door was 
probably one of the rioters, who wished to as¬ 
certain if the victims were within. Blake 
thought so, for, said tho mahout to me, “ the 
Sahib pressed his linger hard to his lips, in 
sign to us that we were not to answer,” The 
front door of this room would have yielded to 
tvo or three hard kicks, and it must soon have 
been battered in hy tho paving stones (f) with 
which the mob were armed. Oppo.site to it, )n 
the back wall, was an ol^l door-way filled up 
with mud and stones, to displace the upper,! 
portion of which could have been no labour to 
those wiio got access to it by a rear passage. 
The wall above Blake's head, which uas bro¬ 
ken through close un^jer tlie roof, from an out 
side stair-case, was exactly five inches thick 
and bnilt not on regular bricks, but with un¬ 
shaped stones of different -sizc-s. This wall 
must shortly have yielded to the blows of hea¬ 
vy stones, or to the loaded end of spears; we 
know that as soon as an opening had been 
made in it, Blake had to defend two, if not 
three points of attack, his only chanedS^ es¬ 
caping shots being to seize with his hand, or 
turn aside with his sword, a mii.sket pointed in 
at him ; he must soon have seen that his posi¬ 
tion was untc/iable, and have resolved upon 
going out, and taking all circumstances into 
consideration, I shouTd say that, at most, half 
an boar elapsed between the time of his 


(f) Perhaps a ihiid of the houses in the tempfe street! 
are, or less, in a state uf ruin. The many pointed 
■tones with which their outer walls were built, lie on 
either side of the road, oiferiog dreadful miesilee to the 
hands of an angry mob- 


quitting the palace gate, and that in whicTr 
he fell. Cg) 

The Rawtil fulfilled etiquette by attending 
the Resident to the otUside of the“iS^O 0 k/i huwas, 
a ball on the first story, (pommunicating with 
the Queen’s apartments,) in which Darbar 
had been held, and sent his second and third 
sons, Sheo Sing, and Beiiadoor Sing, as ho¬ 
nourable escort to the English party,down to 
the ground fl| 9 or and across an inner cnort, to 
a Dewan kheach called the “ Surbutla,’* where 
Major Alves dismissed them, and walked on 
across a large Court in which the latter build¬ 
ing stands, to tho “ Surd Peoreo” gate, out¬ 
side of which he was cut down. About this 
time a violent quarrel arose between tho Queen 
Mother and other Ranees, in the female apart¬ 
ments pear Iho “ Sliookh huwas” in which tho 
llawiii remained ; he went inside in his capaci¬ 
ty of “ Huzoor Mimahib” to suppress this, 
and was so employed when he learned what 
had befallen Alves. He hastened out, hut it 
necessarily took an elderly man scarcely able 
to walk from corpulency, somo time to dc.scend 
80 yards of a steep inclined plane to the 
iground door, and to walk across two Courts to 
the Surd Dcoree. He was meliwithin a few 
paces of this gate by his son Shco Sing, who 
liurri&dout licfnre him, and who told him that 
both Major Alves and Blake had departed, 
the latter having requested that the assassin 
miglit be sent to the Residency. The Rawul 
gave orders for effecting this, and tiirried into 
the Serburta, where lie sat down, desiring his 
Siiwarree to be bronglit round, that lie might 
follow to the Residency in person. After this 
he appears to have become fiuiricd and unset¬ 
tled. While he sat wailing for bis equipage, 
and talking to Thakoors who had remained 
with him after the breaking up of tiie Durbar, 
word was brought that the Mujeo had been 
seriously beaten by the oilier Kancos, who 
were trying to obtain possession of the infant 
Rajah ; on this lie let himself he persuad¬ 
ed to slay Ynd etert his authority in the pa¬ 
lace, and to send hissons with other Thakoors 
to the Residency. “ By this time (writbs the 
Rawul in his statement) the rumour of swords 
having been used in the .palace had spread, 
and several Thakoors came crowding in with 
tlicir followers; there was much confusion, 
and little attention was paid to orders given ; 
appearances indicated a tumult, and as it was 


The writer of a letter signed Amicus Justitim, 
which"appeared in the Hurkaru, who said that he had 
been at J ypore an(f taken much pains to ascertain the 
truth of circumstances regarding tbisunhapyy affair, cal¬ 
culated that Mr. Blake spent five or six minutes on hie 
way from the palace to the templs, and about a quarter 
of au hour in the temple before he fell.—£ d. A. IJ. 

(fi) It has not yet been clearly shewn by any one what 
was the object oP the extent of^his female fracas, or whe- 
therit was in any way got np to distract the Rawul. If 
the Majee sowed the storm she reaped a plentioua harvMt 
of blows froip the virago opposition accurdiug to th^ in¬ 
tercepted correspondence, in which her braises are In* 
iqeated,— £d. A. U, 
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impnsiiible to tell how diiTorent people might. 
he alTected, I ordered that the palace g;ates 
should be shut, to keep outas many as had not 
entered.’' lie was only made aware of the 
ntij riot after he had made the palace sore, 
by the return of his officers Gunt/a Bisheg,, 
who in consequeneS of the last mentioned 
precaution was fora considerable time pre 
vented from communicating the second bad 
intelligence; this odicer reported that he hud 
with difficulty prevented the rescue of the as¬ 
sassin by the people, and after riifcch knock¬ 
ing and calling gained adinittamie into the 
closed palace courts, by a wicket of one of 
the inner gates: moreover, that the mob had 
thrown stones at Mr. Blake, who had gone oif 
as fast ns his elephant could carry him. The 
Rawiil then immediately sent Captain Peer 
Khan, and Goola ftarogha, with throe other 
Siidars, to protect Blake, and wrUhc ddsiring 
his eldest son Liichinan Sing, who had re¬ 
mained at home indisposed, to join uur friend, 
and to make aiTangements for quailing the 
distiirlianee. He urcscntly afterwa ds learn¬ 
ed from a Raj Hurkaru “ tliat before the 
nbovementioned Sirdars could join Mr. Blake, 
that gentleman had been murdcicd in a tem¬ 
ple.” Upon tills he ordered his son to pre¬ 
vent the riots spreading beyond the city, and 
scut instiuctioiis to captain Kooiub Khan, 
who w’as encamped with a battalion «titsidlc 
the city walls, to march in by the Ajmore 
gate, at the same time commanding the Diir- 
wans to let no one pa.ss except these troops. 
The lumiiU was suppressed by the execution 
of these orders; (if its promoters intended that 
it should go further) all the city gates were 
closed to prevent the escape of persons who 
might be informed against as conspirators or 
rioters, and troops having been posted in the 
main street, there remained nothing for the 
Raw ul to do but to send the killed and wound¬ 
ed victims to the Kesideney, and to take mea¬ 
sures for excusing himself, and discovering 
the authors of the atrocity. Tlio c/^duot of' 
the premier and bis two sonsnt ttitv-'erisis is a 
separate question. Shoo Sing is a^entleman- 
ly, qtV(.*t, well-meaning young man, possessed 
of but little seif-confidenee or vigour, and 
Bebadoor Sing, though ho promises well, is 
a mere youth of unformed character. The el¬ 
der son, Luchman Sing, who is a man of wise 
and firm dispo-sition, was unfortunately absent 
when sound advise was most wanted. Some 
have fancied the latter implicated because he 
staid from Court on plea of indisposition : the 
circumstance was made much of by the Rawul's 
enemies here, and naturally attracted the sus¬ 
picion of persons unacquainted with Jypore 
parties ; but unless the Rawnl designed the 
plot, Luchman Sing had nothing to say to it, 
for father and son are on terms of perfect 
friendship and confideocp, and their interests 
are one and the same.. If Sheo Sing had act¬ 
ed with spirit and sense, he would either have 
mounted and followdB the wonnded Resident 
home, or have attended Blake when the latter 
refused to wait for the guard that had been or 
defed. The Rawnl too, if nnapprehensivo of 
f'urtbec outrage, should have harried off his 


sons gnd Sirdars after the English party, 
prpmptod by a better sen.se of what was good 
for his own reputation, and due to persons in 
theirViitnation, than that which let tlicin go on 
route through tho city, while he waited i^or his 
equipage. The mete presence of one of bis 
sons with the Eiiglisli gentlemen mij^lit have 
undeceivsid the crowd, and have firevented 
insurrection, It is impossinle to decide bow 
much of the evil that ensued upon Alves’s be¬ 
ing cut down might have been prevented by 
bettor judgriMint aod firmer conduct on the . 
part of the Rawul and liis younger sons ; hot 
admit that they behaved weakly ;—their ha¬ 
ving done .so is subject for deep regret, but not 
fur severe visitation. 

Reviewing all the circumstances of this sad 
affair, I should say that oiir extrcme.st just 
act of inference would he our assuming con- 
troll I over the whole country, for the boy Ra¬ 
jah, until tho period of his attaining manliood 
and 1 confe.ss that considering oiir late doing.s 
ill this part of India, as well as the length of 
time tiiat we must remain in chargo.evcn sup¬ 
posing the buy to grow up without accident, [ 
should he soi’iy to sec Onveinmcnt reduced to 
the necessity (if adopting tlii.s plan. It is my 
hope that we shall be. able to trace out the 
onuses of the late atrociticitl and, after inflict¬ 
ing condign punishment on them, to establish, 
and during the minority to support, a tolera¬ 
ble native ministry, generally, checked by an 
English local AgCnt; thus shewing to all who 
wait for our decision, that wc in truth covet 
no man’s land or rule, and interfere only to 
scciiic the rights of a family, and the good of 
a people, in’alliance with us; yet that while 
wc court moderation and peace, and are slow 
to jiidgif, wc will never lot go unpunished ajjy 
person, oratiy power convicted of wilful of¬ 
fence against our laws or our supremacy. 

In my last letter Xdc.scril)ed the gates of the 
three Courts between the Chuck and the Suid 
Deorec as forming the “ Tripolea,” This was 
a mistake : the Tripolea is a covered passage 
leading from the Chouk to the said courts, so 
named because it formerly contained three 
gates ; these havewheen taken away, so excuse 
yours, and believe me.— Apra Vkhbar, March 4 


To the Editor of the Calcutta Courier, 

—When I wrote the letter, which you did 
m^he favor to insert in your paper in Novem¬ 
ber 1835, it was my'intention to oontinuemy 
review of the Jyepore proccediiigs; but cir¬ 
cumstances prevented my seeing for some time 
tho reports of tbosa proceedings to which I 
had before had access, and from commnnioaC- 
ing with those who were in any way acquaint¬ 
ed with them. Now that I have had an ojj- 
portnnit]^ of perusing the whole of the evi- 
denoe so ably collected, and brought to bear 
upon the case by Captain Thoresby,,^(l b5» 
coming otherwise more intimately acquainten 
with the state of affairs at the .fypore Courts 
before and after the assassination of Mr. 
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Blake, Pfeel that T owe to Colonel Alv^s the 
expression of my admiration of the consisten¬ 
cy and firmness with which he has so steadily 
persevered in the line of conduct, which his 
.indgment poinled out to him as that which 
justice, humanity and ^ood policy demand 
from the representative of the head of the 
Supreme (loverninent of India, on commence¬ 
ment of this trying occasion when impressed 
with the conviction, that the crime so far fyom 
originating with the head of the existing go¬ 
vernment of the Jypore state, as Mias generaily 
supposed by those less favorably situated for 
learning tlie truth than himself, was con¬ 
ceived, planned and executed, with a view to 
subvert that very government, of which be 
was the head by those who hoped thereby to 
succeed to the administration. 

Every unprejudiced man, who has taken 
the trouble to peruse the published proceed¬ 
ings in the late trials, will, 1 conclude, he 
satisfied morally, if not judicially, that the 
assault upon the representative of the head 
of the Supreme Gloveninieiit of India, and his 
suite within the precincts of the very Court 
to which he was accredited, was planned by 
the Ex-minister, Jotaram, arid is adherents, 
and planned with a view to subvert that go¬ 
vernment andgiv^; the Ex-ininisicr a cliauof 
of being recalled to office ; but the public 
cannot from tiiese proceedings learn the cir¬ 
cumstances whio!) created that feeling of po¬ 
pular resentment, tint enaltlcd an atrocious 
villain to convert as it weiG tlio whole popu¬ 
lation of a large city into tliomerci-gcntlumcn, 
who, confiding in their honor and the sacred 
character of ambassadors, had come without 
any protection of their own to the Court of 
their Prince, had come invit' d to meet their 
a&semhlcd Cliicfs in Council, and consequent¬ 
ly guaranteed by all tlioso ticswhicli even the 
most barbarous nations hold dear ; and I sliail 
therefere venture to nnfratc tiiose circuni-' 
stances as lliey have been coniinunicatod to 
me by a gentleman, who had ample opporlu-| 
nitios of becoming fully acqnaiiiiod with them 
as they occurred, and on whose veiacity 1 cau 
entiiely rely. 

The Jypore Oovernraent -had long been ad¬ 
ministered by the Ministc^ Jotaram, and a 
shrewd and impudent smve girl, Roopa 
Budaron, who had owed her influence to the 
knowledge of the amours of the late Queen 
mother with the said Minister, and exercised 
it in a manner that makes one’s blood ru^old 
to think of. The murder of a poor ^Jng 
woman, which the Bishop Ileber describes as 
having taken place in tlie palace while he was 
at Jypore, was only an ordinary occurrence. 
These heiplcsv. inmates of the palace were 
pat to death with the most cruel torments her 
ingenuity could invent whenever they had 
the misfortune to excite her resentment even 
on the most trivial occasions ; and for some 
time before the young Rajah was (R'claced of 
age, he never considered his life safe for an 
hour from this Demon and her paramour the 
Miotsthr. Do was never for a mopient saifer- 
«d to be in a situation where he could feel 


himself secure from their power, while he had 
been ail his life a witness to the horrible 
manner in which that power had been exer¬ 
cised within the palgce walls upon ail who 
opposed it or were in any way likely to have 
thq, means of opposing it; and as it had been 
impossible for this amiable young roan to con¬ 
ceal his detestation of their crimes he knew 
that they were always meditating some plan 
of removiii g him without suspicion. 

He was at ^ast declared of age, but almost 
immediatolj^fter and before he conld con¬ 
sult the BrUis!i authorities and express to 
them unreservedly his feelings and wishes he 
was on the 5th of February 1835, suddenly 
reported to Colonel Alves to have died of a 
disease for which the Minister alone had been 
for some days prescribing,—a disease which 
scarcely ever proves fatal, and never produces 
sudden death. The whole population of the 
City and Couiilry of Jypore were impressed 
with the conviction that their young Prince 
had been murdered by Jotaram and Roopa. 
The motives they had to remove this obstacle 
to their further reign, the known suspicious of 
the yoiuU of their designs upon Iiis life, the 
oirnrastanen of the Minister sufTering no phy¬ 
sician but Ikimsolfto prescribe'for the Prince, 
or to be consulted upon the nature of his 
illness,^anfl the known character of the indi¬ 
viduals all tended to produce this convi'stion ; 
but when itwas found that the regular Hindoo 
obsequies were in iiis case either shuflied over 
or not permitted, that the Brahman who was 
called in to perform the usual ceremonies 
immediately after death was not |>ermiltcd to 
sec the body uncovered, while it was rumour¬ 
ed from the Palace that the poor young 
Prince had been inelToolually poisoned—tliat 
he bad refused to take the ciip of medicine 
olTored him by the Minister in presence of 
Roopa, declaring his suspicions that it con¬ 
tained poison, and had been, in consequence, 
8tabhoii*^u» the side, t!io indignation of the 
people kir'W no ^munds. On tiic funeral day 
the Bramii's of jypore turned out en masse, 
and licadod the crowd, openly proclaiming 
treason, and demanding to see tiieir sovereign’s 
corpse ; nor could they be dispersed till five or 
six of these Brahmins had been shot by the 
mercenaries of Jotaram. 

The death of the young Prince was clumsily 
reported to Colonel Alves by the Minister, who 
protested that the sad event had broken hia 
heart, and that he now earnestly desired to 
retire, from office, and end his days in religi¬ 
ons seclusion; but a fortnight after this 
Colonel Alves learnt that he was makidg every 
effort to keep his place, and actually received 
a letter from Iiim enclosing an apocryphal 
note from the Queen Dowager (widow of Ih* 
deceased Prince and mother of the infant 
heir) entreating him byx- all that was sacred 
not to abondof) the reins-of Government, 

In reply to Colonel Alves’s report to the 
Supreme Guverument of what had taken place 
at Jypore, be was directed to repair immedittte- 
Ijr to that city to depose Jotaram from tbo 
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office of Prime Minister,and send him beyond 
flic frontier of that slate under a fcuard to 
pn»tcnl him from popular oiitraj^o, hut with 
the Uistinct understanding that ho must con¬ 
sider himself liable to trial anrf punishment 
fur the murder of his Prince or the embez- 
zlemeiitof state proi>Drty in tho event of Ihosc 
charges beings proved ag;ainst him. The 
Coluiiol was, moreover, directed to put himself 
in immediate cominuniration with the Queen 
Dowager as tho acknowledged temporary head 
of the Government; and to prue^irn that in 
eonsequence of tho general belief fl^at the laic 
Prince had met with a violent death, the 
Supreme Govcinniciit had, as the paramnunl 
power, deemed itself bound to assume the 
caic of the infant sou's interests. 

In obodionoe to these instrustions Colonel 
Alves preceded to the Capital, where Ito ar¬ 
rived on the 21st March, and found Jotarain 
still issuing orders as Prime Miui<:or, from 
the closed Palace, while all the discontod 
troops of the state were ennamped i a hostile 
array outside tlie City wall.s, waiting upt)n the 
Tliukurs Kawul Uyrec Saul <»f Nathawal and 
Meg Sing of Dcggee, rival Chiefs of great 
iolliicnee from their extensive territorial pos- 
ses.sions, and from their family conneclioiis, 
but of opposite characters. 

Thakur Ilyree Saul had been long* well 
known from his intercourse ns Prime Miiii.stcr 
of tlie state of Jypuro, witli the several fuiic- 
tionaric» by whom our Govcrriinciit had been 
represented at that Court ; and to liim Colo¬ 
nel Alves had written to aiinoiiriec the in¬ 
tentions of the Supreme Government, and to 
request that he would interpose his authority 
to prevent a civil war. Thakur Meg Sing 
claimm] a great deal of credit fm§havpjg by 
liisinllucneo cheeked the popular outbreak; 
and lo these two chiefs the Colonel now en¬ 
trusted the charge of tho City Giles and 
guaiUS. To Jotarani he sent ordeis '^desist 
from further interference wiyi slat; alfairs, 
and quit the Palace. Not sorrvtio secure 
immediate protection from hi.s powerful 
enemies lie complied forthwith and took up 
his abode in a temple without the oily, whence 
lie was, a few days after sent under an e.scort 
to JJeosa, a small village about thirty miles 
distant on the road to Agra, whore he was 
placed in confinement. His eldest brother 
Hookiim Chund, who hud for some years 
held important ofliccs at the Jypurc court, 
but did not at the time seem to have been 
directly implicated in the late acts, awas 
allowed to take advantage of the opportunity 
of retiring from Jyporc ; and from Deosa he 
proceeded to Agra in charge of his hrotlier’s 
household and part of his private property. 

Thus far all went well. The whole people 
had been in a state of farming e/citement for 
forty-five days, but rmw high and low hailed 
the interposition of the Supreme Government 
as a blessing, and seemed glad to rest all their 
ho|fes of redress for the past, and "kood order 
for the fittoro ia its power and wisdom. The 


Hritlsh representative and his snite ware wel«> 
coiucd*into the capital by a large deputation 
of*chiefs, who intimated from the Queen 
Dnw'ager that she was glad to have the welfare 
of her son’s kingdom in his hands; and an 
immense ns.scmblage of citizens crowded 
round them with unfeigned diMnonstralions of 
confidence and esteem. In his lutigipM inter* 
esiiiig dcspateii to Govcriiiaont of tho 2d of 
April, describing the events which bad taken 
place at Jyporc during the last ten days, Co¬ 
lonel Alves jias ably di-pieted the intense 
stale of anxiety, and cxeitcineiit which bad 
prevailed aiiimig the iiihabitaiils, and their 
siibsc(|ucnt calm reliance upon the wisdopi 
and justice of tlie Supreme Guvernmeut, and 
ohserves—“ Tho people every wlieie around 
“ us nliserve a deoorou.s and respectful de¬ 
portment towards European Ofiieers, and 
not iinfruqiieiitly appeal to them in a firm 
though not elamoroiis iiiuiiiier upon past and 
passing events. Our presence is evidently 
hailed by all ranks and tribes—no one .seems 
to doubt the Ex-Miiii.stcr’s guilt, both as 
relates lo the doatb of tlie late li.ijah, and to 
the large embezzlement of slate property, 
and ff>r bulii presuiued crimes bis punish¬ 
ment is anxiously desired.” ^ 

The day after his arrival Colonel Alves was 
fotmerly visited by the cliiet Bralimans of the 
city wlio came to complain of their friends 
having been killed at tlie Rajah’s funeral by 
tho orders of Jotaram, whom they vehemently 
accused of having poisoned their Prince. Oa 
tlie ‘i:trd, as the Culunel and his suite proceed¬ 
ed to pay a visit of ooiidulcnco to the Queen 
Dowager, “ an immense euucoiir.se of* people 
“ iilJcd the principal streets, and all the inte¬ 
rior counts and gate.4 of the Palaoe up to 
the Dewan Klianeh itself. After first pene- 
iiutiiig the crowd our attention was from 
time to time attracted by persons earnestly 
»(rdres.siiig as in su9^crms as—Do justice— 
le.s.s a.s.sassins of an innocent and unoffend¬ 
ing parly Escape. Do full justice. He killed 
the llajah, or simply using opprobrious epithets 
in diiuct allusion to the Ex-Minister. W* 
were similarly addrcsiied on rctnrhing from. 
Court; and tliough the crowd was so denso 
no tumult or elatiTour was displayed, and I 
think it will be difficult to find a parallel ia 
Indian history to so general a demonstratioa 
of popular sentiment, or to a displav so 
unequivocal and impressive of gratification, 
a.s that wliich tho whole of thi.s scene evinc¬ 
ed J^h tlie part which the Government of 
India has taken on this occasion.” 

As a primary measure to enquiry and reform 
it was deemed indispensable to remove Roopa 
Budnrun from the Palace ; and Thakur Meg 
Sing was one of the Chiefs who undertook this 
duty. His behaviour on the occasion tend¬ 
ed to confirm a suspicion broached by th* 
Rawul Byreo. Saul, that he was disposed to 
tliwaij alllilans wliich did not sqnaie with 
his own ambitions and dishonest purposes, 
and that he intended to keep this clefhr and 
wicked woman in the Palace either th eom-' 
plcto aume of the fix-Miniaior’s aefemeg at 
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to Kain,* tliroa^b lier means, some in/lnencc 
over the Queen Dowager for himsetf, for /lot 
till a week of real exertions eonld she be 
ejected. The proceedings on the occasion 
Showed clearly that her removal was resisted 
hy other influential personsbesides Meg Sing; 
and the intrigues of this man became so ina- 
nifest, ttmt Col. Alves was obliged to order 
him to rolire to his own estate with his fol¬ 
lowers. „ • 

Up to the end of March the British repre¬ 
sentative continued himself to eouduct affairs, | 
but seeing the great want of some acknow¬ 
ledged state authority, to whom all parties 
might look up with respect and confidence, he 
formed a jrrovisional Government from the 
best materials Ih'at presented themselves to 
bis choice on the emergency. This Govern¬ 
ment consisted of the Thuknrs Rr(,wul Bvree 
Saul, Raw HunWunt Sing, Raw Jonun Sing 
nnd NcW'ulSing in the order in which they are 
named as first-, second, third and fonith mem¬ 
bers, of a Council designed to conduct the af- 
airs of Government aided by the advice of a 
local British Agent, and controled by the Sii 
preme Government of India. The lirstMemhei 
of this Colncil was constituted Hujoor Moo-1 
Sahib, or Major of the Palace, an office that' 
gave him charge of the Infant Prince, and 
the household. Hukshce Moonnalal, a con¬ 
nexion of tho Ex-Minister, who had been 
lately in charge of a detachment of troops 
■which revolted, was constituted Biiksliee, or 
Pay Master, and appointed l<* odioialo as 
Fouj Moosalilh, or Minister of War. For the 
third chief office of state, Des Moosahih, oi 
Ctiancelior of the Exchequer, the Rawnl 
could point out no qualified person, «anii Col. 
Alves nominated a foreigner, Dnwan Kishun- 
lal, who was strongly rccotnineiwlcd for the 
office by Mr. Blake, who had known hinuas 
the confidential agent of lhc Mowah of Jiijjiir 
while he was attached to the Resident at the, 
Court of Delhi. Colonel Alves made thi.s’ 
nomination in tho hope, that tho known 
financial abilities of this man would enable 
liim to di.sentanglc the publio accounts from 
the state of utter confusion-into wliich they 
bad been suffered to fall, and render them 
intelligible to the Council and controliug au¬ 
thorities. 

His abilities as an accountant and financier 
were not at all overrated by Mr. .jy^’^kc; 
but lie was a corrupt intriguer, and there is 
good reason to believe, that he immediately 
sold the influence which his new appoint- 
-ment gave him to the partizans of the Ex-Mi¬ 
nister, who were thereby encouraged to fresh 
-hopes and exertions for the recovery of tliQir 
lost power. -The Queen was at first strongly 
opposed to tlie appointment of a stranger 
who came recommended by the British autho> 
Titles as a sturdy financial roformeT, but he is 
supposed soon to have overcome her repug- 
nanci^by sharing liberally with those a^ut 
ber the^one^ lie got from those who wisfaedj 
4o g^oliasc his influence in the forming of 


I the revenues, and the rc.sioratioh of the on4<' 
I ed parly to favor and power. The Supreme 
Government who had belter moans than Col. 
Alve.s of knowing the cbanicter of this man, 
no sooner heard of his appointment than they 
rent orders to have it cancelled ; but nearly 
two months elapsed before their orders could 
he carried into effee.t; and in the interval he 
used his power for the worst of purposes. He 
is supposed to have been an accessary before 
the fact in ,the murder of Mr. Frazer at Dcl- 
lii, while inAhe service of the Nowab of Jiij- 
jiir; and 1/is conduct while in office at Jy- 
pore was no doubt one of the causes which 
led to the murder of bis patron, Mr. Blake, 
atJypore. • 

Tho minor offices of tho stale were left un¬ 
changed. They were filled mostly by men of 
the .same cast with the Ex-Minisler, and al¬ 
most all either related to or conuccled with 
him, by marriage, and they were suffered to 
retain tlieir places because they were consi¬ 
dered to be clover and experienced men of 
business, and because the RiwnI considered 
his authority too well cstaldisbcd to have any 
thing to apprehend 'from their intrigues. 

On the Isl of .Time, Colonel Alves w’role to 
Governinciit, that he had prevailed upon 
Thakpr Uliopaul Sing of Jliilae to join the 
Council, a measure from which he derived 
great eonfidonec and saiisiaetioii, as he was 
the tir.st nobleman in the Kingdom, and inuic 
over a veiy wuitliy innii who had the honour 
and interest ofhi.s country at heait, and felt 
a very sincere attachment to the Rawnl, 
whom he considered its best friend, hnt with 
whom the other niciiibcrs of the Council did 
not seem inclined to co-operate very cordial¬ 
ly. I«dce^Colonel Alves, when he intimat¬ 
ed to Government this accession to tho 
Council expressed his suspicion, that llio 
second member lliinwunt Sing, had cvUiccd 
a slroni^t-dispusilioii to thwart tlic Premier, 
in the hofie tlieiichy to gain an ascendancy 
over tho Qeicen Dowager, whose jealousy of 
his authoiity had already begun to niaiiifc.st 
itself. Huiiwunt Sing was a man of no cn 
pacity, and though much inclined to share in 
an inliigne was tho last man who would have 
been eiiosoii to conduct one ; nor was there 
at the time any Chief in tho state of promi¬ 
nent ability likely to pot himself at the head 
of a parly opposed to the Government of the 
Rawul and his Council. Discontent and 
potty oppositions were to be expected from 
the many who had profited by the venality and 
treachery of the late administration, and it 
was natural that a young fomalo accidentally 
placed with a Sceptre within her grasp, 
should feel mortified to see it wielded by 
another, cspeoially when it was artfully insi 
nualed that this other intended for over to con¬ 
fine her power to the aomestic concerns 'of 
the Palace, and to reign' himself lord para¬ 
mount under guarantee of a foreign state; hut 
that any serious ottempt would be made to 
subvert a ’Government formed and suppbrt- 
od by the Supreme Gorernineiit of Jtadia for 
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the administration of affairs during the mi¬ 
nority of the Kiijah, and to restore a ItAinister 
90 deeply and justly execrated, and still a 
prisoner under the charge of having murder¬ 
ed the father of the Prince aud hushaiid of 
the Queen, never scctns to have occurred y> 
any ouc as probable or possible. 

When under the iiilliicnco of one strong 
emotion men are most liable to he affected by 
those caus<!S which are oalculatod to excite 
an emotion the most directly opuosed to it, 
and the trcasonahle corrcspou&nco wliioii 
has hean discovered and prodiiocd on the 
trial of Jotaram, shows how he availed hini- 
sulf of this law of oor nature, to convert the 
just indignation of a whole people against 
himself into hatred of those hy whom his pow¬ 
er liad hecn,U'ushed, and thereby to attempt 
their ruin Md the re-cstablisliiuuiit ^f his 
aseciidaiicy. 

When Rajpoot people wcloomod so enthu¬ 
siastically the Riiiish representative to Jy- 
pore on (he‘ilst of March, they wci( all lirm- 
ly persuaded, that .lutaiam ha^l added the 
murder of their Prince to the iimucrous 
Climes hy which all the eharac.lcr of their 
slate had been so long dcgraduii iu the estima¬ 
tion of surrounding slates, add liicir treasury 
rohhed ; and, supposing that we were im¬ 
pressed with the same hulief, they cx^iccted 
tliul wc sliuuld iiiiiki him instantly dis¬ 
gorge his plunder into the piililic chest, 
aud expatiate the inurdcr of Ids sovereign 
upon the gallows. Weeks and iiiuiiths pass¬ 
ed without seeing any signs of the desired re 
.sliliilion and piinishineiit; and when they 
leurned, that the Brilisli (ioveinmciit did uot 
consider that there we.ie any siillicient grounds 
even fur publicly aiiaigiiing the gicat criminal 
whom they have .supposed to have alb along 
coiisidcted .a.s well hy us as by themselves, a 
convicted regicide and (r.iilor, llicir itidigna 
tioi^as turned from him and his pai^y to us 
aiifWo ours. 


to our laws and usages, said the people, th«' 
Ex-IHfnistcrs guilt was suffieiently .proved; 
aii& had we been loft to ourselves we should 
not h^ve failed to take ample vengeance. 
The Uritisli authorities interpose, take the 
law out of our hands, and charge themselves* 
with the investigation uf ail the charges 
preferred against him ; and after a alOng in* 
terval oi delay, during which they neiUier 
taku^measures to try him fur murder, nor to 
make him account for his embezzlements,' 
they say thatjihere is no sulHcicnt evidence 
of his guilt! This is nut justice.'’ Possess¬ 
ing not the muaii.sof learning accurately either 
what the Supreme Government had done or 
intended to do in the matter, they came to the 
eoneliision that wc had removed and wore 
now screening the regicide with a view to ouc 
own advantage, and thus became disposed to 
receive, williuut hesitation, any unfair insi¬ 
nuations regarding our inoti vc.s for the seques¬ 
tration ofShckawutcc and Sambor, and onr 
ulterior views upon the whole slate of Jyporu. 

The grounds of sirspicion urged against 
Jotaram weic not considered by llio Supreme 
Government sulllcient to authoi'isc his sur¬ 
render to an exasperated people;' but it is 
much to he regretted that he was not brought 
to an early public trial af the scene of bis 
supposed delinquencies. Such a proceeding 
would have satistied those of the indncnlial 
people of Jypore who had Ro.t been imbued 
with that feeling of hatred and hostility to¬ 
wards our persons and character which had 
been every where so artfully an(j[ industrioiiso 
ly cxciicd by the Ex-Minister durjng the 
whole period of hi.s administialion, though 
they were now exasperated against u-s by a 
di.stra.st*orour motives; and it would bwe 
disarmed the Ex-Mini.stcr and bis cunfode- 
rutes dMiiiig the dangerous crisis of a re- 
pfttion iu ihc popitHw fueling. Thoogli wc had 
deposed him from trie Goveriimeiit, we had 
•only reinovrd him thirty-five miles from tlie 
Capital to a vill.igc on the high road to 


, _ Agra, 

The national reelings with respect to nur|wlicre his siii vcillanco was not suflieienlly 
rond^et towards the hated pi'isoiis whom we istiict to prci cut his receiving intelligence of 
Dins in effect interposed to .seemc from meri-tpa.ssing events, and instincting his friends 
ted verigoaiicc, i.s cviii'-ed in a letter address-jand parlizaris h9w they sliuiilcl proceeth in 
ed to Cel. Alves by the widows of the late,order to iiiuko the mo.sl of tliem. Wc had 
Priline (fur he had more than one wife) col-'ejected Itooiia lludariiii from the Palace, 
l('c;ivcly. “You have, say they, turned Jo- hot we had left her in a garden bouse of her 
“ laratn and Ruopa Uudarun out of the etipi- 'own close to tlie Gity walls, where she found 
tal, blit you ought to have indicted their {ample oppurtiinities of ooiiimiinicatitig with 
punishment here. If you fail to punish ithejpjt-MtnLstcr, his brother, her friends witii- 
tliein as tliey de.servc how will you answer I in l^e I 
it before IToavon.? Whenever you visit re- 
trifiiitivc justice upon these murderers it 
will become known throngfiont 


Rajasthan 

that sue.h is tbe penalty of murder.” Even 
the Young Queen Dowager, who bad prece¬ 
dence over the others merely because she had 
given birth totheonlw child of the deceased 
Prince in defence to public opinion regard¬ 
ing the fate of her deceased husband, assum¬ 
ed that ho had been murdered by Jotaram and 
•Roopa, and wrote in a tone*of reproach te say 
“ Vliat the punishment of such persons ought 
not to have been delayed. ” *• According 


in The Palace, and suoli of the Thahiirs, or 
fendal Chiefs, as she thought likely to second 
her views. Of these there were many wito 
bad been content to serve a shameless Queen 
Regent and her infamous favTirite, Jotaram; 
for wages proportionate to their grades in 
feudal scale. Several years ago Colonel 
Stewart wrote to Sir David Ochterloriy, who 
then presided over the Rajpoot stales,” that 
“ many of the vaunted Kucbwalia Barons 
would sell their own fatliers for rn- 

pces a bead," and the class ol. whom 
tfiis able officer then wrote has certainly not 
diminished since. It was only while th« 
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Govcrnincnt was in the hands of those who 
were regard less alike of the honor and Ihc in> 
tcrest of the state, that such men could hope 
to lord it over their butters, and to siniro in 
the general spoil ot the revenues, and they 
were always ready clandestinely to support 
any plan r«ir the elevation of such people. 
8oiiie efl'the Cliiefs were open leaders of bau- 
ditti, and they siglted for the return of that 
state of weakness and wickedness in th 9 Gu> 
vornment that would enable them to take the 
field with their niyrmiduns. ^uh was the 
notorious Siiekawutee Freebooter Sham Sing, 
who sat calmly smoking bis hooka in the ad¬ 
joining apartment while his.fiiends were 
murdering poor Blake in the Temple. 

Taking advantage of the reaction which 
was becoming every day mure and more ma¬ 
nifest in the popular feeling, the friends and 
partisans of the £x-Minister and the strum¬ 
pet Hoopa began openly to boast of the spirit 
of hatred and hostility to the British with 
which they and their prinetpahs were always 
lo bo animated; and to pretend that this spi¬ 
rit had arisen from a knowledge of the sinis¬ 
ter motive by which they were always aetna- 
ted in their interference with the internal ad- 
inilustration of a foreign state; and the con¬ 
viction that views of self-interest alone guid¬ 
ed them in the part they had taken and were 
now taking in that of Jypurc—that those who 
called in the aid of soch people and not those 
who had endeavoured to exclude them, were 
proper objects for the indignation of the .fy- 
pure people. 

Ail ifiiropenn gentlemen, who had occasion 
to pass through the Jypore Territory during 
the administration of Jntaram, can 'Icstify to 
the truth of that for which those people now 
claimed credit, the general feeling of hatred 
and hostility towards ns with which this iitUp 
had every where inspirdu the people, and the 
rude and insolent deportment which he liad> 
every whore encouraged towards such gon- 
tlomeii and their followers both public and 
private. It was not a mere indificrence to 
their wants and wishes of which they had 
every where to complain, l)\»t a tone of menace 
and intolerable insolence in all public olli- 
cers ; and in such a state, where the lands 
are held in military tenure, almost every man 
is in some relation 'or other a servant of the 
Government. When we want to bring a na¬ 
tion's character Into nontempt among a,^iffnple 
who have hitherto looked up to them'With 
reverence we begin by causing the indivi¬ 
duals of that nation to be every where treated 
with cnntainrly and insult; and what Jiigur- 
tha did to llul* lioinan citizens and Soldiers 
among his Niimidians, Jotaram did to the 
English Ofllecrs and private gentlemen among 
his Jyporeaiis nd while he caused private 
individuals to be treated every where with 
conIninoJy, his commutiioations with public 
functi(j|/inrics were characterized by a tone of 
slndie'd insolence, and their orders were treat¬ 
ed whene%er it was possible with disregard or 
evasion. Fublio Ofiicers who dared to insul t 


or defy our authority had dresses of hono r 
secretly sent to them; and neighbouring 
states were incited to adopt similar means 
to cncourago their dependents to the same 
insolent conduct. 

“There is nothing which tends so suddenly 
to reconcile persons who have been at enmity 
with each other as the discovery of an object 
of common hatred in a third person. The 
feeling of indignation against Jotaram and 
his party wSip occasioned by a gleam of sy m- 
patliy i(i t^ic fate of the deceased Prince, 
and the dishonor of his mother among a peo¬ 
ple not much accustomed to that feeling ; hut 
the murder of the one and the dishonor of the 
other were nothing compared with the dreaded 
sequestration of the State by the Supreme 
Government, whioli would, it was said, cause 
in thki territory what it had caused in every 
dominion, the loss of place and oilier teni- 
lury that had come under our employment 
to all the host th^t now subsisted upon its 
net revenues. The dread of such an event 
came home to the business and hosuiu of 
every man, and consequently every man felt 
indignant at the persons who were supposed 
to be directly or indirectly engaged in bring¬ 
ing it about, tuat is, every person favoiuble 
to our views. 

At the head of these was the Rawul Byreo 
Saul himself, the head of Uie provisional Go¬ 
vernment, and Mayor of the Palace, and the 
indignation of the people towards Jularam 
and his party was now replaced by a feeling 
of deep and concentrateo hatred against him 
and IIS, excited by the Ex-Minister and Itixipa 
through the medium of their numerous parti¬ 
sans, who were every where employed in 
representing, that the event was about to take 
place'immediately: and in drawing oXtagge- 
rated pictures of the consequences in the cnliie 
loss of roozffur, or employment, to those who 
had iioMiing but this roozyur to depend ttp||||i for 
suh.sistoVice. Such was the feeling to which 
these misrepre.i^titations gave rise among the 
people, wlio filled .the City and Court of Jy- 
pore, that in the meditated assault U|:pon tlio 
British roprcscnlativo and suite, it was 
thought belter not to kill the Rawul outriyhl 
since it would save him from that agony of 
remorse with which they wished to see him 
linger through long years of bitterness. 

Ilunwunt Sing, the second member of the 
Council, was unquestionably one of the con¬ 
spirators ; and the conjecture hazarded in my 
foriwer letter, that his followers were deeply 
implicated in the assault, and the murder of 
poor Blake, is, 1 believe, fully borne out by 
the evidence taken on the trial. Ho has for 
the present been saifered to escape with lii.s 
train of infamous followers; but it Is to be 
hoped that vongcanc^ will sooner or later 
overtake him and them. There were ma/iy 
conspirators within j[he jialaoe wails, whence 
came the fatal words *' Let him not escape 
alive,'* whioli scaled the fate of this promis¬ 
ing young‘blficcr; but they also have escaped 
tho puuishmeut due to their eriiueSj As I 
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stated in my former letter, the whole city of 
Jy iiure was implicated by omission or com* 
iiiissiun in this act of base assassination and 
li'cason a^rainst the Supreme Government of 
India; and the city of Jypore contained at 
till'll time the whole or nearly the whole ijf 
those who “ wielded tts power and sustained its 
responsibilities'’ towards other states, and more 
cs|)ueially towards the Sapreino Govorninent 
of India. Their responsibility for the safety 
of ihe representatives of that Government, 
who came invited to meet all tif6 assembled 
feudal Chiefs in solemn coonoil, upon a great 
public oceasion, relying upon their honor, the 
sanied law of nations, and upon tlieir power 
to .sustain that responsibility, and, cunsc- 
qucntly, with'int any military protection of 
their own, was one which individually’and 
collectively they must have all felt as reli 
gioiisly binding; and as involving in itft vio- 
lali<Hi llic loss of every interest which cithcr 
coliciitively or individually they iiad -in the 
indcpciulcnce of the State. They must all 
have felt that the assault and iiiurde'' of these 
icpiesentatives within the walls of the palace, 
and ill presence of hundreds of military re- 
tai'icrs, who.oc fwords should have “leaped 
fiuin tlieir scabbards” to defend them, hut 
remained untouched, involved a virtual du 
claratinn of war against the Government they 
icpresentcd, and all its consequences. • 

Asan individual may forgive an assassin 
who attempts his life, so may one State for¬ 
give another for insulting its honor in tlie 
persons of its representatives; but a ri¬ 
gid enforcement of the penalties would in 
bolh cases generally be found more condu¬ 
cive to the well-being of society, as more 
calculated to deter others from similar 
attempts; and I am still dispo.scd tc?think, 
that the rigid enforcement of the penalty in 
this case against the slate of Jypore, would 
have been more advantageous to tlii%suoiety 
of India generally than the judicial proceed¬ 
ings instituted against the ininviduals. Such 
a measure would, no doubt, have involved the 
punishment of some few innocent persons in 
tliat of the many guilty; but it would have 
given to the mass of the people of Jypore an 
iiiiinitely better government than they have 
ever yet had or ever can have under their 
present rule; and made our character .and 
government every where more respected. The 
measures which nations are obliged to adopt 
to vindicate their insulted honor or invaded 
rights, must almost always involve los^s of 
some kind or other to innocent individuals; 
and surely an occasion is seldom found de> 
inanding such measures more imperatively 
than this, or one in which all those who were 
to sulfur from such moa.tures were mure deeply 
or more generally implicated in the crimes 
that called for them. • 

• 

. It is justly observed by Vattcl—“ oinbB.<<- 
«ics being of such great inipurtanco in the 
niilversal society of nations, and* so noces- 
sary to their oominon well-being, the persons 


of ministers charged with those •omba.s- 
sies are to be held sacred and inviolablo 
among all nations. Whoever ofl'ers violence 
to am emba.ssador or to any other public 
Minister, not only injures the Sovereign 
whom that Minister represents, but at the 
same time attacks the common safety and 
well-being of -nation.s : lie becumcs^^tiilty of 
an atrocious crime against mankind in 
general. This safety is parlieularly due to 
the Minister from the Sovereign to whom he 
is sent. To .admit a Minister, to acknow¬ 
ledge him in such a cliaractor, is engag¬ 
ing to grant him the most particular pro¬ 
tection, and that he shall enjoy all public 
safety.” These are not maxims peculiar to the 
laws of civilized nations, they are recognized 
among all that have advanced beyond the 
purely savage stale ; they were found aiiioiig 
the Mexicans by the Spaniards ; and to tlieir 
infringement, which brought down upon 
Central Asia the pastoral hordes of Tartary, 
she has owed her centuries of de.solatinn. 
India could nut he ignorant of them, sineu 
to their infringement she owed the invasion of 
Nad ir Shah. 

It has been said, that by enforcing the pe¬ 
nalty against Jypore wo should have excited 
feelings of distrust and hatred among ail the 
other native chiefs, and alienated them from ■ 
us fur ever ; and have saddled ourselves with 
the government of a country from which wo 
could never derive any advantage. Such a 
measure would, 1 believe, have raised rather 
than sunk us in the esteem of all the native 
princes of India ; and we inight''havc^derived 
from the government of such u country tho 
advantage of an immense acquisition of phy¬ 
sical aiM moral strength, which is sur^y 
one of the greatest advantages that we can 
in our present position, hope or wish to deriie 
any torritoriat^aoquisition. We might 
have rendered the wass of the people mure 
eeonre in the enjoyment of the fruits of their 
industry, in their persons, their property, 
and Ihoir character ; we might have enlarged 
the powers of that industry in the {Mirposes to 
which it is already applied, and directed it 
into new channels ; we might have rendered 
their roads, what they have never yet been 
nor ever will be under their present rule, 
secure to travellers ; and we might have pre¬ 
vented the idle and ill disposed members of 
this slate from preying upon the state.s aroui^}, 
ani^J^ose of the states around from preyilfg 
upimthis; and we mi^ht have coiiY.erted the 
idle and profligate militia, which are now 
subsisted upon the net surplus produce of the 
land and labour of the country without being 
immediately useful to the pBople or to the 
Govoriimeiit of the state or prospectively so 
to the Supreme Government, into eflicient de¬ 
fensive establishments, useful at home in 
times of peace, and capable of important 
servuie in time of war. 

In the government of any lcrritoria1f*hcqoi - 
sitiun in India we do not change Uio ervil laws 
of the people, because their civil laws and 
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rcligioni as well amon^ Mahoinmuduns as 
Hindoos, are like those of the Israelites, one 
and thosaine^; and are contained in one and 
the same code, or in the established nsages of 
particular classes. By theso codes and 
usages arc tho rights and duties of the people 
ascertained ; we only change the machinery 
and process by which these rights are secured 
and duties enforced, and this wo can always 
do with ad vantage,"and without infringing 
any rule of tlicse codes, or established usages 
of criminal laws no system was ever either 
regnlarly established or administered in any 
stale in India by any Government to wliiuh we 
have succeeded ; aud the prmple always con¬ 
sidered the eaisting Government free to adopt 
that which might scorn best calculated to ef- 
feet the great object which criminal law'has 
every where in view, security of life, property 
and character. The acts by which these are 
* alfcclud and cndaiigeru<i, the eviiunce by 
wliieii they require to be proved, und the pe¬ 
nalties by which they require to bo visited, 
ill Older to prevent tho rccurronoe, are so! 
iniieh the same in every sueiety^tbat the peo¬ 
ple never thought us bound to search fur what' 
Mahommiid and Ills companions in the wilds | 
of Arabia thought about tlicm, ortlieSanscripl, 
Poets wrote about tliciii in their shaslurs.. 
They would be Just as well pleased every' 
whereto find us seareliing for tliesc things in 
|he codes of Confucius or Zoroaster ; aud 
much more so to find us consulting, as woi 
now arc,ourowu (omiuon sense,.and framing a! 
pciiai code of our own, suitable to the wants of 
siieli a mixed community. I was once tra¬ 
velling with a parly of gentlemen but ween' 
Bangor and Biiopaul, and on leacliing the 
town of Bhilsa, half way, we found a parly of 
twelve travellers lying on the groursd in'one 
ot the streets under some o|)cii bullock slied.s 
Two weredcad.aud three so severely wounded, 
that, with all the cure bestowed upon them by , 
two of our party, who 'were Surgeons, no 
hopes were entertained of their lives. They , 
bad been attacked two nights before wliile on i 
their way from Mirzapuie to Indore with 
cloth for sale, close outside the town of Biiil-1 
sa, by a band of robbers, who carried e IT their' 
propcity to the value of aboat forty thousand i 
rupees upon tlicmerohants’own bill locks across 
an iiiiinense plain to the jungles. The men vvlio 
were unhurt ran into the ami/, who resided at' 
Bliilsa, and begged him to send olf a party of { 
horse to intercept the robbers, lie asked them j 
wiicllier they supposed that lie was th^rp on | 
the part .of the Maliaraj (Seindca) tocOiieet, 
revenue,'or to look after the private HH'airs', 
of travellers; and told them to hire men to 
fiend if they wished to get them. The robbers 
passed over tlm plain unmolested to the jun¬ 
gle, aud probably sent back to the amil a 
larger share tlian he could have got by reoo- 
TCrjhg the property from them for its rightful 
owners. Yet this amii exercised all tho pow¬ 
ers of Government in their several' branches, 
Revenue, civil aud judicial; and the province | 
yicldiiU a largo surplus revenue rvbich was 
spent by the Sovefeign inihe maintenance of 
Uoealious aud.dififigderly soldiers, concentrated 


at the capital by whom she was affterwards 
dopused and driven barefooted from her pa¬ 
lace to seek safety in a foreign land. 

Such was a fair pictuie of the administra¬ 
tion of criminal justice in almost every state 
iir India under the Mnrbottas, Polygars, Raj- 
poolana and Bundelonnd ehiofs, and it was 
not, I believe, much better under any of the 
Maliomiuudun Princes. The trespasses of the 
mcuihers of a family are adjusted by the head 
of the family,—those of the meniliers of one 
family upon those of another of the sainu 
cast, by the heads of the families of that 
oast; those of tho members of a village uoiii- 
iiiiinUy upon each other, are adjusted by the 
head of the village and the eiders, to whom 
tiiero is every where a feeling of defer¬ 
ence. The trespasses of one village comiuU'. 
nity I'puii another, when rcdres«cd at all, 
are eoinmonly redressed by the same cla.ss of 
pcopl^ since the amil seldom fails to iu.ilve 
a reft^eiicc to him for redress a fniiiful 
source of revenue. He is considered to be 
plaeed among tliom for tlic sole purpose of 
cullceting (he net revenue, which the Pririco 
employs ia the muiutenance of idle and lieeti- 
tioiis retainers, who, instead of being employ¬ 
ed, ns they ought to he, in affording protec¬ 
tion to the lives, property and cliaraeter of 
those from whose industry their subsi.stenec 
is dravCn, are the very people from whom they 
are every where in must danger. The tres¬ 
passes of tlie people of such state.s upon tra¬ 
vellers, instead of being prevented and re¬ 
pressed, are almost every where encouraged 
as a snuree of revenue. Sueli i.s a toleraltlo 
picture of tho Guvcrmnenl of native states ; 
and had indeed must be tiie system whirh we 
introduce, when wc succeed to the dominion 
of any of tlicai, if it is not considered bv the 
mass of the people as better than that which 
has been displaced, and if the net revenues 
drawn from their land and their labour is not 
em))loy<'>d in the maintenance of uffi sers and 
establishments more usefal to them, more aide 
and more williVig to secure to them, tli.it 
which they require and have a sight to ex¬ 
pect from those to whom they pay it furteigu- 
ing over tbcin. 

The social and religions instilntions of the 
people, like their civil laws, an i established 
usages, remain unchanged under our domi¬ 
nion ; aud so, also those of a military and 
political Gharaclor as far as way seem com¬ 
patible with the new order of things. J>is- 
orde^ly bauds of idle retainers are converted 
into usefal police establishments, and ofli- 
eieiit military corps ; and the feudal or other 
Chiefs whom they followed or more often M, 
into nseful pablio officers, or harmless and 
well pensioned citizens. 

British Legislators for India have generally 
had in view, in their several schemes of Go- 
vertunept, the preservation of the laws and 
institutions of tbA people altempored by tho 
wilder spirit of more advanced societies ; and 
.where the admioifitratMm of newly acqaired 
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terrUorie*! fn India lias been entrusted to men 
aiile and willing to carry these views into 
elieot, and to (tive to tliu people of sneli terri¬ 
tories a libt'ral share of that administration in 
the civil and military establishments requir- 
ed under tho new u/der of tilings, our rii4e 
has always been hailed as a blessins;; but 
unhappily the system of rule so suitable to 
their wants and wishes has never been of Iona 
duration—such tciritories are Kiven or sold 
havk io their old rulers, or are,absorbed in 
that scheme of Oorcrninent wilh*^hich nntivu 
institutions are found to be somewhat incom¬ 
patible, and bare been, in consequence, sadly 
ilisre);ardod—in which the real powers of ad- 
iniiiistrution are too t^enerally delc);ated to 
native oineers who have no ostensible respon- 
siiiility for tlieir proper exercise—who can 
either fear imr hope that the share tlie^ have 
ill the administration wiH he known and ap¬ 
preciated by Jlie Govciuinent or tho puliiic, 
and ulio are roiniinuratod by scales of^salary 
and chances of advancement so inadequate, 
that corruption seems to have ainnni; them the 
countenance of the Government, and, conse¬ 
quently, excites no indignation or odium 
among tho circles in which they live. 1 have 
known among these oflif'crs some few who, 
from tiicir ac<|iiiremonts, their feelings, and 
their abilities 1 considered to hc an honor to 
the Government they served ; and the^r have 
tohl me, that with such salaries and such 
slight chances of advancement they could 
never hope to he reputed honest by any except 
the people under them, and a few intimate 
filends, however sli icily they might he so : 
that it was hard to forego all the advantages 
of roguery without the hope of ever being 
able to appear an honest man. There was a 
time, history tells us, when English Clergymen 
eoiild rub on the highway without elciting 
tho odium or indignation of the society in 
which they moved, because tliatsueioty knew 
that they had no honest means of earning tliuir 
bread ; and history tells us, also, tl jl there 
was a time when the Civil Servants of the 
Company could make money in aM manner of 
ways without exciting these feelings in Indian 
society, because the rate of salaries by which 
they were remunerated gave society reason to 
believe that Govcrniucnl expected them to do 
so. They could not do so now bccaiiso the 
rate of salary has been altered, and advaiicc- 
uient rendered certain to integrity and in¬ 
dustry. 

Some well disposed Legislators fur Indian 
affairs have proposed to engraft the spirit of 
our Governjaent laws and usages upon Asiatic 
institutions, in order that they might unite all 
tho vigour of the one with all the security of 
the other; but one might reasonably ask what 
of their institutions we should leave to tho 
people when wo ha^ substituted for their 
ffovermnent, laws, and usages tlioae of our own 
nation, nr what is called the spirit of them. 
Those who have travelled much in India have 
BO doubt seen a sacred peeiml tree which bad 
engrafted itself upon an old Indianlteiqple till 
i4 bad left nothing but a few seiitary bricks, 
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or the,fragmrnt of a pillar which ftood up 
aloft among its hrancites to fell the melancholy 
taro of grandeur past away. The ])eepul treo 
is snored to S«:wa, and they dare not- remove 
its roots 01 branches from their temples und 
tombs : but they feel nut the less sorrow to see 
them criiniltling in its fatal grasps. A friend 
of mine once gave a tiger’s head, wTiieb ho 
wished to send to England, to one of his ser¬ 
vants that he might take -the flesh from the 
bones by boiling. ' After boiling it one whole 
(lay be hiongJit it to him in a pot with a soinil 
month, saying, that he was«|uilc sure he would 
now And the hoiu's periV-etly elcan. 11c tisked 
him how he could have got the head into so 
small a month. Why s.iid he, smiling and 
deliglilcd with his sagacity, I Hist pounded 
it lip with niy axe. Hut what made yon pound 
up the head which you knew 1 wantinl cntiio 
to send to England ? How could 1 olhervi iso 
have got it into the pot? >aid tlie man, staring 
at my ftiend’s stupidity. It had never occur¬ 
red to flic simple man to search fur a pot with 
a mouth large enough to admit the head 
whole ; and so have wc acted with the institu¬ 
tions of the natives—we have pounded them 
lip to erarn tiiem into the pot of onr own sys¬ 
tem, and seldom thought of suiting our pot 
to preserve theirs. ^ 

But not to digress further, I most repeat 
that I owe to Colonel Alves tho expression of 
my admiration at the eonsisteney and fiiinness 
with which he has persiicd to its final and 
successful issue Ih-e line of conduct wliicfi 
he marked out for himself in the eoinmence- 
incnt of this melancholy event, has 

shewn by whom the crime was conceived, 
planned and executed ; and ns far us in him 
lay ho Ifas brought the perpetrators to pu- 
nishinenf. Though many guilty men have 
escaped no innocent man lias suffered ; and 
pe has left the GovB(min..’nt of the .lyporc statu 
in tho hands of the man who of ail others'will 
ilio found most anxious to promote its real in¬ 
terests : and who, at the same time, feels the 
most sincere attachment to the Biitish eha- 
riietcr and Guvornnient, the Rnwul Uyree 
Saul. His son, Luchniun Sing, inherits all 
his father’s integiTly, and has many qiialities 
for govorriinenl wliich the old man wants; but 
it is to be feared that neither the father nor 
the son will he long sufl'ered to hare any 
share in the conduct of Jypore affairs. Tho 
Queen mother will exclude them as soon as 
she-i^, and intrigue of some kind or another 
wiirsoun give her tho power. As. both the 
father and son, in common with the whole 
Conrt of Jypore, ninst be sensible that they 
neglected their duty in not timely interposing 
to prevent the murder of poSr Blake, they 
should have been allowed to make at least the 
atonement of providing for his family, a doty 
which would, if they have any feeling at all, 
be a source of consolation to them, and it 
couldi not possibly be any discredit to oiy 
Government to permit them to do sp. It is 
not yet too late, and the sums whi«;Ji have 
been contributed for tfiis pnrpose by the Ep.- 
ropesn and native friends of this young man, 
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to refanded. There is hardly any 
greater source of evil in the native Govern* 
iiienls of India than the system whioh Coloftel 
Spiers has aptly eiiongh designated tho s^rum- 
petocraoy of (he country, a system of female 
government very incongenial with Asaitie 
institatiuns, but which we have somo how or 
other divnaged every where to foster. A 
prince dies, the widow is allowed to adopt an 
heir. She adopts the youngest she can get 
that her reign may be as long as possible; and 
when ho grows up she tries to dispose of him 
that she may adopt another infant. In order 
to get the sceptre ns soon as possible they 
have been suspected of disporting of their 
lords : and in order to retain it as long as pos¬ 
sible when they have got it, they dispose of 
their adopted children and even of their sons. 
The Rajah of Jhalone. the finest of the Dnn- 
dicennd Fiefs, died in ]8.‘)3, without an heir, 
and his fief should have escheated to the Su- 
prcaie Government. His widow, a young girl 
whom he had'married from a private and ob- 
si'uro family, was allowed to adopt an heir, 
and she adopted her own brother ns the per¬ 
son least likely to dispute her power when he 
came of age, and hereby violated, T believe, 
a principle of Hindoo law and religion, which 
admits not the adoption of a brotlicr. Other 
instances might he quoted, hut it is unneces¬ 
sary to dwell on them. A Hindoo woman is 
never supposed by religion, law or usage to bo 


even her own governor, much less that of a 
kingdom. Before niarriago she is under the 
government of her father or brothers: after 
marriage she is under that ot her husband 
during his life, and that of bis father or bro¬ 
thers, after his death. Secluded as all wo¬ 
men of rank are in India, they have no op¬ 
portunity of learning the character or capacity 
of the men they entrust with the conduct of 
affairs ; and they are generally found to con¬ 
sider such points as of little importance, and 
to select eiltier their own paramours, or those 
of somo favorite female attendant; and as they 
know that Ihongh they should be chaste, no 
one will believe them to be so, they conimuniy 
make paramours of their Ministers after they 
are chosen, whether they W'ere so before or 
not ; and, as in the case at Jyporc, consent to 
share his favonrs with their budaruns. The 
whold state is therefore commonly supposed 
to bn scandalized in the person, of its chief ; 
while4he people, under snch a system, arc 
governed by a set of wretches whom they des- 
pi.se and detest; and who, knowing they are 
so despised and detested by the people, set 
no bounds to their rapacity. 


HIRTlrS, 
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Culonittl Secretary’s Office, Sydney, Nov. 6, 1836, 

His Excellency tlicGovernor has been pleas¬ 
ed to direct that the following communication, 
dated the24lli nit., from'Major Mitchell, Sur¬ 
veyor Gjneral of the colony, reporting the 
result of his exploring expedition into the 
inteiiorof the country, be published for ge¬ 
neral information. 

By His Excellency’s Command. 

A. M'Leav. 

Camp on the River Murrumbidgee, 

in lat. 36d. 7m. 11s. S., long. 147d. 27m. 4Us. 

E,—Oct. 24, la^e. 

Siu,—Having proceeded into the interior 
for the purpose of exploring the further course 
of the river Darling to its supposed junction 
with the river..Murray, and the coarse of the 
Murray upwards, according to the instructions 
1 received in March last; I have now thci 
honour to report the result of the expedition | 
for the information of His Excellency the Go¬ 
vernor, having this day reached the*river with ^ 
a portion of my party after a auccossfhl and 
higliL; -interesting tour. 

When 1 arrived at Buree (the point whence 
the last expedition .also left the settled 


district) the channels of streams in which we 
hud then found water, in a season of unusual 
drought, were quite dry, and I was informed 
that below a certain point there were no ponds, 
even in. the bed of the river Laclilan. Mv 
intended route was the same as that which I 
wished to have rollowod last year, namely—to 
pursue the river as far as Mount Granard, and 
then to travel westward, as the naturenof the 
country permitted, towards the river Darling. 

When I reached Mount Granard I found 
less of a mountain range extending westward 
than I had expected, and although we pro¬ 
cured abundance of water on its summit 
(where I passed a night), and thal numerous 
liills as promising as it was, in this respect, 
appeared to the westward, the season was so 
extremely dry, that I considered it safer, with 
such a party in charge, to rely on the ponds 
in the Lachlan, at least some way further; 
especially as I had observed from the hills, a 
branch of that river, as it seemed, leading in 
a very favourable directiou over the lower 
country. 

After we had descended along the bank of 
the Lachlan about sixty miles further, water 
became vqry scali^ce; the natives bavio|r a 
name for each hole or ‘ quawy.* I was then 
induced to quit its b'anks, on the assaranoe of 
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On descending the Lachlan, we frequently 
Iruvclled along its banks alt day without see* 
ing any water in'its bed, passing the night 
without any ; and near the place where Mr. 
Uxicy buried a bottle, I travelled three days, 
and passed two nights witliout rinding any, 
during a ride of 120* miles with a party on 
horseback. There the Lachlan spreads into 
•sevcial hranehes, but thc.ie unite a slnirt way 
below, where we found the channel a.s deep 
and well defined a.s it was above ; and ncai 
the junction of this river with tls^ Miirruiii- 
bidgee, the ponds in its bed werd.deep and 
nunieruus. 

Relying on Arrowsmith’s map (to which 1 
am icferred by the tn.striietions), 1 passed (be 
Jniintiou ofthe Miirrumbidgce with the Mur¬ 
ray, without being aware of it. But a blanch 
of tlie foiinur river prcseiitod a positiondbr a 
depot camp, in which I wished to leave Mr. 
Stapylton with the heavy part of oar enjuip- 
inerit, thatl iimnedialely took it ui>, leaving 
there the drays, bout.s, and ino.si of the cattle 
and provisions, in that olTiucr's charge, with 
eight men, while I pioceeded with a ligiiiur 
party in order to complete the survey of the 
Darling. 

By this arrangement, my party w.asin bolter 
trim to deal with the savage natives wlioiu wo 
were likely to meet ; while the cattle fbft at 
the depot, and which we already exiiau.stcd 
hy a long journey, rverc rerreshed fot conliiii]- 
ing it into the southern country on iny return 
from the Darling. 

liming my fir.st day’s journey from the de¬ 
pot, 1 niiide the banks of the Murray, below 
the junction of the branch of the Muriiini- 
bidgcc, and wc subsequently cneaniped where 
the breadth of this river was IOj yardsT On 
the following day we were compelled to make 
a detour by a branch of this river, and tliu.s 
caiiiu upon aline full lake 10 miles in ckcum- 
fereuce. 

• ^ 

I found the river Darling of considciable 
width, *ai, and for above 0 miles above its 
junction with the Murray, from wliicli the 
back-water extended 15 miles up. But, above 
tiiat point, the channel seemed scarcely so 
wide as it was wliere 1 bad explored it above. 
It contained so little water, that at my last 
camp t stepped acio.ss ii..s bed dry shod;a 
little water only dropping over the smooth 
bottom, seemed the effect of the rain fallen 
jiKst before. This river exactly rcscrabledAlM 
Lachlan in its woods, coarse, and in the cha¬ 
racter of its banks—the latter being peculiar 
to those two rivers only. The sole dilfcrence 
i.s, that the Darling is on a rather larger scale. 
The country, on both banks, was of liie same 
barren description as that 1 had seen above, 
or, if possible, worse, lor the ari^ red sands 
and thick scrubs apprSaobed the banks of the 
river, leaving little room for grass. As soon, 
tiserefore, as I recognised tlie<point8 of a range 
prevloasly intersected, and thus a^ertianed 
the identity ofthe Upper and Lower DurBog^ 


T h,t.slcned to rejoin Mr. Stapylton sat tho, 
depot. * From the natives w o Icavul that oilier 
lakhs similiar to Lake Benatiuo existed in tho 
country northward from the Murray, e.Hpceiuily’ 
a large one named ‘ Caniowra’—and that the 
Darling tribe came across the country from 
that river to the Benaiiee Lake, without pas- 
siug along tho bank, of tho'Darling. 

A.S I make the junnliun ofthe rivcr.s Darling 
and Murray, in iotigiiude M2d. .'tin. 2Gs. ca.st, 
oi upwards of a degree moie to the eastward, 
than it appettis to be in Arrowsmilh’s Map, 
publi.siicd in ; my inovemont from tho 
depot point a ill appear les.s of a detour on my 
map, than by that map might bo supposed. 
And the longitude of the junction of theMur- 
ruinbidgcc near my depot being also more to 
tlic eastward tliaii it is in that map ; (being 
143d. 20iu. cast) I had less reason to 
regret the .season of druuglit, which had com¬ 
pelled me to pursue a route which a previous 
knowledge ofthe localities was alone wanting, 
to have proved the most eligible for theaccoin- 
plishment of both objects of the expedition. 

1 found that Mr. Stapylton aud party had 
reiuained duiiiig (he whole period of my ab- 
si ore unmnleslod. The waters of llio Mnr- 
umbidgec had risen, aud the branch on which 
I had fixed the depot Was fuJI aud flowing—so 
that it was necessary iu order to rejoin that 
party, to swim our horses across. 

From the depot camp to the junction of tho 
Murriimhidgee and Murray, the distance was 
eight miles, over firm ground ; and at two 
miiesbclow the junction (by the river) I moved 
the M'hole party across the IVfuriay,* with a 
view to proceed up that river, according to 
thcsceonjl part of my iusli actions. 

We had not proceeded far up thl.s river 
before fhe country on its banks appealed much 
b|;Arr than any wft^ had s< eii lower down. 
Orassy plains extenJ^d some way from the 
nver, but were limited by sandhills, covered 
with cypress trce.s and scrub. Wc crossed 
various broad lagoons, apparently the beds of 
ana-branches of the river in seasons* of high 
flood. After several days travelling (nearly 
southward) reeds 9ppcared in oxtemsivo flats 
along tho river ; and in longitude 143d. 4m. 
E., the i'ourso ofthe rivci being from the S. E,, 
I he reeds extended eastward to the horizon. 
The mean distance of the bergs of sand hills 
covered with pine, wliich limited the reeds 
flat, there about eight miles across. 

We soon passed the region of reeds, which,' 
gradually disappearing as we ascended, and 
were replaced by grassy plains. ^ 

Wo reached the junction of a rive#whicli I 
took to be that of the Twisden (or Goulburn) 
of Mr. Hume, in latitude 3dd. l!>m. 43s. south, 
longitude 143d. 4lm. 15s. east. A clear gras.sy 
hill whihli*! named Swan Hill, marks this 
junction, which takes place close under it. 
The banks of this river were soft and^steep, 
and wood was so scarce there, that the cattle 
could not be watered without danger nor 
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<ODld firavood bo procared ; on one frosty 
night in partieular, when this river unexpect¬ 
ed brought us to a stop, when we had nearly 
reached the larger one beyond, whose whole 
eoarae was distinguished by lines of lofty 
trees, as on most other rivers. Tiiesc, so 
distinctly different, (lowed for many miles 
very ndar. each other, each river preserving 
the same character thronghuat. 

Id this vicinity, wc came upon a very sin¬ 
gular formation, consisting of numerous lakes 
of salt or brackish water, and which were 
enclosed by scmi-cireular ridges on tlieir 
eastern shores. The largest of these lakes 
was named Boga,” and was six miles in 
circumference. The river floods having 
reached this by a small channel the water in 
it Wits sweet, and it was peopled by a very 
savago tribe, who refused to give us any in> 
formation, throwing their spears at Piper, 
who shot one of them. 

Beyond “ Boga" lake we crossed some very 
fine plains, but the main channel of the river 
we were endeavouring to explore, was no 
longer accessible nor even visible, from tiic ' 
numerous branches, and still reaches, which 
intersected the alluvial margin, which ap¬ 
peared to be very broad. 

Following the general coarse of the river, 
we next entered on a tract remarkable for ex¬ 
tensive forests of box,with occasional intervals 
of open grassy plains. It was wateicd by 
chains of ponds in deep channels, whose 
meandering course through a perfectly level 
country, seemed to pursue no particular direc¬ 
tion. From what 1 afterwards observed on 
higher plains, I conclude that these waters arc 
derived froni the Hoods of the river, and that 
those, spreading into branches of minor depth, 
thus water the level couiit;.y. 

fw 

Turning more towards the river, wc pas.scd< 
alternately over gra.ssy plains, and tlirough 
belts of lofty gum trees—the beds of broad 
lagoons. .Near the river deep reaches of still 
water cut off dll access to it, so that wu could 
only trace its general cou.se. The highest 
point at which we found it accessible before 
turning south, being in latitude 35d. .rbia. 
36s. south longitude 144d. 3dm. 3Us. east. 

The extreme western point of a range then 
appearing in the southern horizon, 1 pKy.'cd- 
ed towards it, anxious to know more of the 
country back from the liver. The view I ob¬ 
tained from that summit induced me to direct 
our course sojuthward, with the intention of 
yettirninfi^across the heads of the Murray fur¬ 
ther to the eastward, where 1 hoped the hills 
might afford means of extending the survey 
across theadjacentcountry ; I perceived from 
the height a distant lino of lofty tryes, which 
seemed to mark the course of another river ; 
beyopdiweretbesummits of very distant hills, 
verdart piaidi variegated with clamps, and 
lines of trei^ extending westward to the 
borizoti r tVe whble sheming gdbd pasture laud. 


At about thirty miles from the hill, and on 
the H4th degree of longitude, we reached a 
deep but narrow stream, flowing betweea higa 
and grassy banks to the westward, at the rate 
of one mile and a half per hour. Its mean 
depth was nine feet; in one night, however, it 
suddenly rose fourteen feet higher, carrying 
away a rough bridge we have just completed. 
The aboriginal name of this river is the “ Tar- 
raytiethe plains beyond it wore live miles in 
breadth, and of the best description. Forest 
of black butted gum, and oasuarinaB, then ex¬ 
tended back to the mountains and forest hills ; 
in these forests, instead of novelty, we found 
the Uiuo Mountain Parrot, and other birds 
cuinmon near Sydney, many of the plants also 
which grow in Cninberland. 

“ Barrabangale,”a lofty mountain of granite, 
was tits chief point of that range, but on ascend¬ 
ing it, the weather was unfavourable for my 
observations; a group of open, forest hills 
were connected with Barabiingie, they enclos¬ 
ed valleys richly covered with grass and all 
well watered. We passed over many fine 
Iraetssheitcrcd by open forest hills, and cross¬ 
ed various fine streams, all flowing westward. 

At length, on the lltli July, I discovered 
the summits of a nohic mountain range of 
broken and picturesijiie outline, and by sub- 
scquciit survey I found that this was the pre¬ 
dominant feature of that vast territory lying 
between the river Murray and the southern 
coast, giving birth to nnincroiis streams of 
convenient width and constant currunt, by 
wliieli tlic suirouiiding country is watered 
abundantly. These Giaiiipians of the south 
aie situated between 30d. 32iu. and 37d. 38id. 
of south latitude, and between ll‘id. 26tn. and 
143d. 47iu. of cast longitude ; the latter being 
the longitude of Mount William, the highest 
and most eastern snmmit, and on which 1 
passed a night, vainly hoping that the clouds 
would rise above it. 

Situated thus''centrically. this lofty mass, so 
ossuiilial lo'^water the tower country, presents 
no impedisuent like the coast ranges^ of the 
settled district to the formation of roads, and 
the progress of colonization. 

The principal river (lowing under the north 
side of these mountains is tho “ Winimora," 
which has no steep banks, and appears to bo 
a very constant stream. I explored its course 
to the I42d. of longitude, when it turned to 
the north-west, leaving me in a country covur- 
cJ with circnlar lakes, in all of which the wa¬ 
ter was salt or brackish. These had seini-cir- 
oular ridges on the eastern side, as in thoi<e of 
Boga, on the Murray, and the land about them 
was in general very good and grassy, its mean 
elevation above Uie sea being about 580 feet. 

From the continued rainy weather tho earth 
was in a very soft state, and this at length be¬ 
came a most ;serioas impedimeift to the pro¬ 
gress of the expedition, the pa rty being unable, 
even with the greatest exertion, to proceed 
through the mnd^ about three miles a day. 
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Bat for this, I might have returned at iea$t 
two months ago. , 

When vre gained the head of a small ravine 
falling towards the principal river rising in 
the Orampians, wfi found firmer giuund, aqd 
our progress wasmufth better, alihuugh occa 
sioiially impeded i^ the soi'i and buggy state 
of the earth. 

The river, which I named the “ Glenclg,” 
flows first westward, and then saUtliward, en¬ 
tering the sea at the deepest part of the hay 
between Cape Northumberluud *and Cape 
itiidgcwaler. 1 cxploied the lust lilty miles 
of its couisu in tlic boats, having loft Mr. 
Stapyiton with a depot, fui I had great reason 
to hope that it led to some important estuary ; 
the average width was one liiiridrcd yards, tlie 
mean depth four fallioms. In this hoped was, 
however, disappointcti, for itic rivei termina¬ 
ted ilia shallow basin within the 'and liiim- 
luueksof the coast,—the outlet being two low 
rocky heads, but choked up with th" sauJs of 
the beaub. 

In the higher part of tlic Cionolg the rock 
over which it flows is giatiilc, but after pass¬ 
ing through a ridge of piimitivc sandstone co¬ 
vered witli forostof fioii l)aik.(aiid which foiiiis 
there a kind of Coast-iaiige) the banks consist 
wliolly of a .SCeond'-iry limestone. TBo soft 
state of the earth had roudered our progi c.ss 
by land almost hopeless, wiioti I lauiielied the 
boats on the Clerieig, but on <|aitting that ri¬ 
ver with the party. I succeeded in rc-crossiiig 
the Iron-bark range witli the drays, by fol¬ 
lowing ii[t atributaiy Howin.>, lo the Gleiieig 
from the eastward. The dillie.olly of lliis niove- 
inent was niiieh iuorcasoi, by numerous 
swampy creeks and swaitijis which wt^lrid to 
cross. Thoeasterii part of that range is high¬ 
est, and on the higher paits, wliuio tlie basis 
of tlic soil is fraproek, ilu!’enormous growth 
and thickness of the tr>'ns presoiitetb a new , 
impediment to the progress of our di.iys, the 
fallen timber covering so lu.ie* of ^le surfflee 
The trees consisting of stringy bare., and blue 
gum, 'Rrerc m iiiy of them si v foot, and some as 
uiiicli a? eight feet in diameter. 

Beyond this range, whioli terminates in Cape 
Bridgewater, 1 expected to have found .some 
considerable river entering the sea at Portland 
Bay; I found only, however, throe siiiali ri¬ 
vers, whicli I named the “ Surry,” the “ Fitz- 
roy,” and the “ Shaw,” entering the bay at 
different points oust of the aneliuragu. ^ 

On appraae.hing.thi.s bay, situated on what 
I considered unexplored coast, the unwoatod 
sight of houses drew my attention, and a ve.s- 
sui at anchor. I .soon ascertained that Mes.srs. 
Henty from swan River had formed a whal¬ 
ing and farming establishment there. These 
gentlemen accominodatcd me ovitli a small 
supply of flour, altUbugh the supply for their 
own establifhineat was nearly exhausted. 

• • 

]*orlland Bay appears to be a gdhd anchor- 
in all winds, save those from the S. IS. B. 


It is (iiueh better sheltered from tliif prevail 
in|g winds by the lofty promohtoiy of Capes 
Bridgewater and Nelson, than any part of 
PurPPhiilip is, (which harbour I rceonnoitor* 
ed from Mount Maoedon on tho 1st instant,) 
and the position of two reefs, seem favourable 
fur the loriuation of a small harbour. ^ 

I still entertained hopes of finding a good 
portion that noa.st, and should have thoroughly 
examined it, for an object so desirable to the 
valuable and extensive teritory I had explor« 
ed,' but the almost impassable .statu of the 
ground, and our very limited stock of provi¬ 
sions, cmifiucd me to the direct lino linmewards 
from Portland Bay, by which 1 travelled com* 
plctciy round in Orampians, ernssed all the 
rivers, and determined the position of the 
principal heights. I wished niucli to have 
CKaniincd “ Cadong,” which, according to the 
natives is a large piece of water on the coast, 
we.stward of Cape Otway. This receives as 
(hoy said, several small rivers which I saw 
flowing .southwaid, over the plains from their 
Australian Pyrenees, a group of very fine 
I'oiest liills ol eousiderable lieight, eastward 
of tiic Ormiipi.'ins. From one of these, I obser¬ 
ved the oasiciii shore of a piece of water, in 
the direction indicated by the natives. 

The country on that coast generally, is low 
and swainoy, hut the soil is rich, and the 
niimate being sulUcicntly moist and water 
ahiiudaiil, it appears hotter adapled/or agri¬ 
culture on an extensive scale tliuri any other 
part of New South Wales. The soil consists 
eiiielly of decomposed trap oi liinesloue, theso 
being theroeks immediately helowil. The 
whole of the coast country eastward of Capo . 
Nt;lson« is of volcanic foiinatioii, as many 
iiiioresliiig geologiu.d plteiiomciia attest : 
.luiorigsi others an extinct volcano, (which 1 
imined ‘‘ M ni'.il papier,”) is nut the least 
leinai'kalilc, liaving^nii open crater, and be- 
,iii: suiroundud witli aslies and scoriue to tlie 
distance of two miles aioiind its base. From 
the fresh appealance of the lava at the 
siinimit, I thought it might iiavc been inac¬ 
tivity within the memory of inati,* but could 
not find any alliiyoii to file in the aboriginal 
name (Mui rowan.) • 

We encountered iiiuuli .soft ground near 
Mount Napier, and by tho time the party 
attained the .soiithci n extre niity of the Gram¬ 
pians,—most of tiic cattle were exhausted, 
aiid'^wne poor animal died in the shafts. 
Some weeks of repose were absolutely neces¬ 
sary, and this our stuck of provisions did 
not admit; on the contrary, 1 could only 
hope that tliey would last to the end of the 
journey, by allowing the men a very reduced 
ration. 

Having .some spare cattle, I decided on pro¬ 
ceeding in advance with a light party and a 
monUi's provi.sions, leaving the rest to refresh 
for two weeks, with a party under M|;. Stapyi¬ 
ton, whom I provided with two monjfts pto- 
visions,tliallic might at the end of the to weeks 
follow my track at leisure, through AayltaHa 
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Felix, t hoped thus, h}' pioccedins faster, 
to survey and reconuuitro the country witii 
more freedom, and al.'io to reach the colony Hn 
time to send hack a supply of provisioRs to 
meet Mr. Slapyllon on the banks of the Hume. 

'My route liomcward from the vioinity of 
the Australian Pyrenees, passed throu;(h a 
country V>t> the most varied and ra.seinatiuj; 
description. At intervals of fifty or sixty 
miles, ve crossed raD)ces of granite, thi^ugh 
all of which I found passes fur the carts across 
the very lowest parts, hy reaonauitering the 
ranges as for as possible in advance. The 
district betweeu the different ranges consisted 
ofexcellcut land, thickly covered with the 
/>ant/tonia grass, and well watered. 

1 hoped to have met wiili .some advanced 
station before we bad reached the Murrunihid- 
gec, bill althougli wc did not, we were furtii' 
nato in finding a way fur carts to this point, 
UDubstnictcd by iiiouiitain.s or swamps. It is 
near the .station of Mr. Thomson, a genlleiiinn 
who has accommodated me with a supply of 
provi.sions, to be sent hack to the other party 
to-inorrow. We reached this station on the 
third day after our supply liit'l been exhausted. 

llinve succeeded in working, a continual 
chain of triangles tWong tfic heighU between 
Cape Nelson and the banks of the river, there¬ 
by connecting my work on that coast with the 
survey of the colony. 

I liusf that the rc.sult of tills ex|)cdilion will 
prove satisfactory to his Majtsty’s guvcrnineiii,' 

considering the various diOieullies* suriiiouiiled. 


and the cIomonl,s with which I have had 
to contend. Bc.sidns ostahlisliing the fact of 
the identity of the Upper and Lower Darling, it 
has licen in my power, under the proienlion of 
Piovidonee, to explore the vast natural resniir- 
ors of a region more exlciisivc than Orea: Bri¬ 
tain, e4|ually rich in poidt of soil, and which 
now lies ready for the plough in many paits, 
as if specially prepared by the Creator for tho 
industrious hands of Englishmen. 

1 

• 

1 have much pleasure in stating that I have 
hud rca.soii to he well satisfied with the zeal 
and perseverance of Mr.Stapylton on all occa¬ 
sions. it will bo seen hy this report, and more 
fully by my journal, how well 1 could rely 
upon both. 

All Hie men of the party have behaved well, 
nod are leturning in safety, w'ith one excep- 
liuii, James Taylor, who was utifurtHnulcly 
drowned in endeavouring to .swim a horse 
across a .swampy river on the Idth instant. 

I beg leave to bring also under his excel¬ 
lency ilic Governor’s notice, “ Piper,” an 
allotigiiiul native of Bathurst, who has accom¬ 
panied uic throughout this eventful jonriiey, 
and has proved ii valuable auxiliary as will 
appear in almost every page of my jiiiirnai. 
I have'the honor to be. Sir, your most ubedeiit 
sen ant. 

T. L. MimiML, 

Siirrryor (iencral. 

To the Iln nnvrnblf thu Colonial Sren tary. 

\ IJobart Town Coiirtvr, Dec. 2, lK3(i. 
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THE COLLIE ACT. 


No. 1. 

To the ^Eililor of the Bengal Hurharu. 

Dear Sir,—'* Spare me tho honey and oil 
foi the love of heaven,” says'tlie French Cook, 
who was preparing a feast after the inannur of 
the ancients. Sparc us Bcnlliamic Law, a; it 
is understood ::nd practised by the Legislative 
Council oi India, for the love of all that is 
reasonable, cry the unhappy devils who are 
aulTcring under its inllir.lion. This Lcgei4iilive 
Council seem absolutely beside tliemscTvos 
with the very mania wliich so grievously af¬ 
flicts their brethren the ten-poiind Logislalors 
in England, A mania for “ summiit short,” 
Brevity is the stiul of wit and may be the spi- 
ritof legislation, fur any thing I know to the 
contrary. Butifili.s intended, that oiir laws 
are to be all soul, 1 should be very much in¬ 
clined to say with the young gentlerpan who 
received the same account of his intended wife, 
“ Heavepforbid I" Perspicuity, however, and 
cxactoiTfs in iaw.are also good things to a plain 
man, and it is no consolation to find oneself 
in the county jail, because one could not 


ciniprcliend all lliat was intended by a Icgisl.i- 
tive eiiactiii\nit,'us slioil, atiil, to the inventor’s 
mind, as pithy as an epigram <if Martdit. If 
people fancy that the perfection of law is briet- 
ness, and briefness only, allow me to coniuicnd 
tliciii to the Decalogue—" D.) unto thy neigh¬ 
bour as thou wouldst he should do unto thee,” 
under pain of being fined hy the Justices of 
the Peace for the town of Calcutta, would be 
f(iiiU: as good, and as clear, and as suffisient 
for the purpose as the bit of Legislation touch¬ 
ing Inilign labourers shipping themselves for 
the ni.iiiriiius, which uppoai’ad in tho Gazelle 
of last night, and upon wliieh it is my intent 
to write these, Benbow’a comntantaries. 

lam a bit of a Sea Lawyer, Mr. Editor, and 
I care not who knows it^ faith it is rather ne¬ 
cessary to be IP when one comes broad side to 
broad side with a Legislative Council who send 
the laws of England, " whisilinjfHI down the 
wind to ptcy on fortune,” with as much easy 
iiidiirerenuc as a Whitechapel Duffer wohld 
chuck up a pigeon 
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lama Sea Lawyer tlicD, and mv reputation 
in the mutter being aoinowhat bruited abroad, 
J was applied to, wbeti I brousbt my ship 
here a tew montlis ago, by the Marine Board, 
or Opium Monopoly, or some siieli people, to 
lend them a bund in framing a law toiinhiiig 
Indian labourers slapping themselves oil fur 
tboMauritus; a process witli which 1 was suf 
licieritly familiar. 1 gave them mr mind on 
the subject; but, spirit of Tom Pipes! what 
a moss tlioy have inadoof it. If thjit be Hie re- 
.sill) of (heir honors’ labors, I bell’eve, tliey arc 
called their honors, wliieh appears as the draft 
of an act in last night’s Gazelle, If I was Go- 
vornnr-Ocneral, I'd Marine-Board tliom, for 
daring to lay such a crude, miserable, wisiiy- 
wasiiy, smaibcer and waler-prodiictiari on iny 
table. Soup mnigre itself is perfect alcohol to 
lilts specimen of the forcible feciile school,and 
as for its concocto s, aMaiine Board (luolha ! 
I would hand them over to the only inariiie 
rluty they aic lit for, being lli.A of Lohlolly- 
boi'it mate to the aBei-guard of 11. M. liiip 
Zebra. 

But to my commentaries upon the Draft ot 

Act No.-of 18.17, to be considered in 

tile Legislative Council on the 3(>lh day of 
April next. It had better have been consider¬ 
ed oil the 1st: — 

ACT No.-of 1817. • 


.says {w Legisl.ativc Councillor to m^, " don’t 
you see llie tenth Section of tlie Act wliicli 
imposes a pdhalty upon maritime animals 
like .tvourself,who sliaii knowingly sufl'er ‘ sueb 
native as aforesaid’ to embark on lioard of any 
ship in pursuance of such contract ' as afoic- 
said’ without an order or permit.” 


Thank your honor for the information, on¬ 
ly in that case I would be glad to know, since 
you are legislating" sliort,” what is the use of 
Section 1. at all ? Or if you must have a de¬ 
claration, wliy nut pruhibii that Act loo which 
is distinctly i lade penal, as thus—“ No native 
of India shall bo received on hoard of any ves- 
sal at any place, &lc. Pioliiliit the receipt on 
lioui'd, to which act if done in deiiuiice of cer¬ 
tain prescribed iulu.s 3 uu attach peiiailies in 
the tenth section, and depend upon one thing, 
wliich I tliink it necessary to tiicnlioii, be¬ 
cause lieaveri-horn legislatois overlook sticli 
tiitles. If the native of India is nut lecrived 
I on boaid of a ship, lie will scarcely altciiipt to 
swim to tlie Isle of rianue, so 1/iat need nut 
I be provided against. 

Tlicie arc two .otlier trifles in Hits section, 
\expetlr Ilercitlem, to wliicii I would solicit at- 
I loi'lion. In the first place, my dear Legiala- 


I. It is hereby enacted, that from the 
day of no Native of India, except a.v 

licreiiiaricr excepted, who makes a Contract 
of Service to be performed without tlic said 
teniiories, sliall embark in pursuance of 
sucli Cuiilracl on boaid of any ship at any 
place within the Tcrritoiies subject to tlie 
Presidency of Fort William iii Bengal, with¬ 
out an order from the Ciovcrnur of l4ie said 
Presidency, ora Pennit I'roiu an Olticcr, au- 
thoi'ixed hythe Governor of the said Presiden¬ 
cy to act in Hiat behalf. 

^ • ( 

" Prave oord.s, Prave oo/Uls,” Gentleman 
of the Marine Board, learned fnAiiers of the 
laliutuer-cxportalion law, and no doul»t like 
mine ancient Pistol they will do " good ser¬ 
vice, look you, at the pridge but as fur their 
ited to do much good in the way. 
they are intended, 1 must be pcnuitied to have 
my doubts. No native of India except, See. 

' .shall embark.” And why shall he not em¬ 
bark ? wliat penalty is he liable to if he doe.s 
uinhark? Vou may as well say no man .shall 
steal the Tagore Cup, leaving said m^, after 
this declaration, to steal or not as sQitf his 
fancy. 1 again ask, what is to prevent the na¬ 
tive of India from embarking? what penally 
attaches to the broach of the law ? There aie 
two rumors about town ; one is that the olTen- 
dcr, if caught, will be rbpriinandod by the Le¬ 
gislative Council ; ti^ other, that he will be 
exhorted by the Bishop to reverence the Civil 
antiiorities, ‘particularly if they happen to be 
high in station. 1 do not believe eitlier of these 
VcBoils, and therefore paustffor a rpply. 

“ Why, Boabow, you great »ea jackass,” 


tos, in declaring tiial no nalive of htd'ut sliall 
do Hii.s.Hial, and the other, you have been so 
god as to lugisliite for Hi e subjects of His 
Majesty, tlic Kind of Oiide. Fur the dweller 
ill the Kivi'i’v Putijah, for Hie man ut^iany 
j wooded Travancore, and for him ^lio with 
jlbick calf and a gririingciounteiiaiirc traverses . 
the peaky dominions of His Hi'Imcss Hie Ra- 
juii of Nepaiil. As we have not c.xncily pRc- 
cdour posterity, like Gharles Hic Second at 
'Cilictuilcteiii, on t4(e iiiusnud.s of those polen- 
tiies, I fancy wc liuve. no right to pi escribe 
.rules for their subjects, w'ho take a fancy to 
“godown to the sea in .ships,” If we have not 
I that right, it W’oiild he but mode.st in us to 
declaic, that no native of British I|idia,or, if 
you likeit better, of the Pre.sidencies of Ban- 
igal, Agra, Mad(;is or Buiiibay, or Hicirim- 
.mediatedependencies, should embark, 


I The other trifle is Hie use of the word ship : 
really my dear Marine Board, you ought to 
I knoMaH'hat a ship is. Perhaps, however, you 
will oe surprised to learn thatashipis not a 
brig—still less is she a sloop, and I’ll be hang¬ 
ed if she’s a bum-boat. I would gently sug¬ 
gest, that the word vusscl should bo substi¬ 
tuted iti the Act. You then ^alcii tlieni all 
from a wherry to a liner. I will continue my 
strictures after 1 have looked to tlio setting up 
of this iiiizen rigging ; in the mean time Ire- 
mean, , Yours obediently, 

• 

STKIVKOGEN BE^£2W. 


Of Town, March IG, 1837. 
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‘ No. 2. 

To the Editor of the Bengal^Hurharu, 

Dear Sir,—Haviojir .set up in the missen risr- 
I will, if you please, resume my stric¬ 
tures on tlio Labourer exportation act, you 
may ask me what l>u.siiiess it is of mine. Do 
80 , andlrwill tell you that in the first place 1 
was desired when 1 came to this port, to lend 
a hand in lifting out the law in question ;„and 
in the next, that as soon as tho S— is ready 
for sea, I shall take a cargo of motions in the 
Colley line, to the Isle of France mjself. 

It is a favourite saving of .Jack's, that he 
*' likes a man as is a man.” I confess to n 
weakness of the same kind. 1 “ likes a law 
as is a law,” not a thing that is just sufficient 
to bother and embarrass a good-natured, plain¬ 
sailing fellow like iny.sclf, but through which 
a keen whip will gallop a coach and six 
without even shaking the ribbons. It i.s a 
pleasant law that which gives trouble to the 
honest man, but exactly mis.oes the object 
with which it was devised by giving no trouble 
at all to the rogue. 

As for the act now under gracious consider¬ 
ation, I would not only be bound to find fcl 
lows who will drivu a coach and six through 
it, but, which is more germane to the matter, 
will sail a six hundred ton Free Trader 
through it as full of Coles as the Sir Johti 
Kae Eeid. 

If Acts are to be made at all, what in the 
namqsof^Nox and Crebiis is the use of making 
them in‘thi.s fashion? An honest fellow, a 
Ucuhow for instance, would obey a simple 
reauest of theGovernor addressed to the chari¬ 
table and humane who export Coles. A disho¬ 
nest fellow will find Act — of IH:I7, not a whit 
stronger for hi.s coercion U>aa the resolulioi) 
which prologues it. 

Sec. 2. And it is hereby enanteil, that be¬ 
fore any .such permit shall he granted by any 
such ollicer, such native, and also the person 
with whom such native has contracted, or an 
authprised agent of tliatperkon, shall persn 
nally appear before that ollicer, and shall 
exhibit a memorandum of the contract writ¬ 
ten both in English and in the mother tongue 
of .such a native, which memorandum shall 
specify tho nature, the term, and the wages 
of the service as settled by the contract.*,^ ■ 

There is not mneb to require remark in this, 
only I should like to know, (I really ask from 
cariosity and from no desire to cavil,) what 
w the written lahguage of the people who are 
most likely to be carried to Mauritius. I mean 
the Coles. Have they any written language ? 
1 am a stranger in the land with no farther 
knowledge of tke tongues than “iow suer," 
and “ hitherow toom” 1 therefore “pause for 
a reply .'' 

Sec. a'. And it is hereby enacted, that no 
sash permit irtiait ho granted unless the 


contract of servioesliall he made dclerintnable 
on the expiration of one term of not more 
than five years, to be reckoned from tho date 
of the contract or oi successive terms none of 
which shall exceed five years, and unless 
•socli contract shall contain a stipulation that 
such native shall be convoyed hack to tho 
port at which he is embarked free of charge 

to himself at the expiration of his service. 

• 

This is pleasant! Astipulation! and if the 
stipulator does not fulfil his stipulation, what 
do you do then? Is the labourer to bring an 
action for damages at the Isle of France, or 
is he to do that which the stipulator ought to 
have done ; viz., convey himseli' back to the 
port at which he was embarked, being precise¬ 
ly the operation which the law assumes he 
may he iiiiahio to accomplish, aiid tliercfuie 
provides that another shall stipulate to look 
after “his whereabouts,'' in the matter. 

“ B it ! my dear B-'nl)ow,” says the 
Marine Board, in its lt':;i.slaiive capacity, 
“you don't perceive the tiling curieclly ; you 
aic dull of uppichunsiui). We have to deal 
only with gciiileinen and siihstantiul mer¬ 
chants, and men of honesty and liuiinr, who 
arc your only oxporier.s ai C.>i('s fiuin these 
pa ts.” Poor, good, simple souls, I reve¬ 
rence yon, because you are $o like Parson 
Adams! Out, Indeed, indeed, you may be- 
li *vc me when I as<uio you, that laws are not 
made to hind men of honesty and honor, but 
to bind a sort of gunl.'y who sail altoge¬ 
ther on the other lack. As I have said before, 
if >uu aic suie you shall only have men of ho- 
ncstv and honor to deal nith, a simple request 
of the Governor, or no request at aU, would 
he quite suHii-ient to cii.siite the cxpoited 
l.ihourcis good ticatmimi and fair play. But 
ifyoiiwiut encumber the statue hook with 
new laws, let liiem. us i have said before, be 
“ laws as is taws.” 

How'cver, a‘.s iming for the nonce, that the 
men of boii.sty and honor are the only expor¬ 
ters of labouiors. Alas ! my dear fsiond.s, 
men of honesty and boaour die as well as 
others! In fact I knew one wiio was abso¬ 
lutely unable to live beyond eigbty-Giree to 
oblige any body. Weil, when your men of 
honesty and honor who stipulate that “such 
native shall ho conveyed back to the port at 
which he is embarked, free of charge to him¬ 
self, at the expiration of his service,” hap¬ 
pen to shuiQe off this mortal'coil, who will 
then nriltg such native back free of expense 
to him.seir? Benbqw perhaps might, but do 
vou imagine, that all the craft which run 
between Calcutta and Mauritius, are navi¬ 
gated by Uenbows? 

Now the thing was vpry simple—Either the 
stipulator shotnld have been obliged to deposit 
in the General Treasury in Company's Paper, 
for every labourer exported, tut much as 
would suffice to qiay for his passage back 
again, such amount to be refunded in the 
event of the labourey's death or oertitied 
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reriixal lo rnturn at the expiration of hix con¬ 
tract perioil, or the slipiiliilor .shall be obliged 
to give a bond with guilictent Kccuritiea to pay 
the said labourer’s pa.ssage back, if siysb 
passage was found for him by the anthorities 
at the Isle of France (or elsewhere) vrhen hte 
oodtraot period expired. 

I do the iViore wonder that the deviee 
wa.s not wrought into the loose fabric of 
the labourcr-cxportatinn-act, seeing tlia 
a siiuilar ju'ceantion with reapesf to menial 
servants proceeding to any part of the 
United Kingdom starc.s one in * the face 
a.s anoilier diaft act in the veiy same 
Gazette. 

\e.s, replic.s the Marine Board, hut they 
will take rare at the I.sic of Fiance to send 
the laboiiier bark at the cxt>iralion ^f thr 
contract, and all we shall have to do is to 
call upon the exporter to |)nv the pa.ssage 
money, liut then coine.s tiio old question. 
Suppo.se the exporter wont pay, by what 
piocrssof law will you make iiiin ? l.s the 
Cole l.ihoiirer to bring his action I—and upon 
what, the contract ? who i.s to hold the con- 
tiart? the labourer is only to hare a written 
memorandum, which ('and not the conltacl) 
is to be exhitiitcd to some officer whom the 
tiovcinor sball a|)poiiit. I.s the expoitertn 
kre|> po^.scssion of ttiu contract and rfill he 
bring it into Court against himself? 

Sec. IV.—All well and good.—I have no I 
olijection to the laws. I have no ohjcction 
to the |inor savages, who go to make sugai 
being amply protected ; rdl i di'sirc is to scr?, 
a law such as a rogue may not be able to 
drive a hrigadc of horse artillciy, guns 
abreast tliroiigli it.s provision.^, while, as I 
said befoic, it is just suflieient to give»hothcr 
and trouble to an honest man. 

See. V.— \nd it is hereby enacicd, that if 
the said Ollicer sball ho .satisfied ttiat the 
said Native fully undeistai^s the terms of 
the Contraei, and is desirous to^ fulfil the 
.sainc^tlie said Officer shall make and sign on 
the back of the written raemorunduni afore¬ 
said, a note to the ellect, that the said writ¬ 
ten nienioraiiduiu has been inspected by him 
the said Oflicei;—and such Note .shall be a 
permit, authorizing the said Native to em¬ 
bark, and tiro memorandam -of contract with 
tire permit so written thereupon, shall be 
delivered to the Native to be kept by him 
during his Service- 

In bis breeches pocket, and a sweet do¬ 
cument it will be by the time the holder has 
labored amongst sagur-canes for five years. 
If these people are to be protected, as their 
savage and brutish state seems to require, 
then the memorandums should be forwarded 
by the inspector hereto the pabjio authorities 
at the Isle of France (or to tbe place where 
Che people are beiug^ carried.) The labourer 
«honld have a doplieate, «(lt iaonly the ex* 
poVioeof printing) to exhibit on His reaching 
tile place. The original would then be kept 


for hini until his term of service had*cxpired 
and the laborer desired to return. As it is, 

I niink it may he assumed that seven out of 
ten otf'ihe worthy Coles will be minus their 
rnemoiRndum long before they are prepared 
to quit the I»le of France ? 

Section Vf. And it is hereby enaj^ied, that 
if application i.s made for Permits authorizing 
more than twenty Nativc.s lo embark on 
board of any one ship, it shall be lawful for 
the Officer aforesaid to summons the person 
in charge of that ship, and lo examine 
that person as to ilio accommodations, food, 
and medical attendance provided for such 
natives on board of tliat sliip, and toins)iect 
that ship, or liy any order under his hand, to 
depute any other person to inspect the 
same. 

But suppose I will not let the Inspector 
euitic on board, but on the contr ary llourisli 
a handspike, in tiniidation wise. Then oc¬ 
curs the following dialogue. 

I must sec the ship or I w'ill grant no 
permit. 

I don't want a permit. A hundred and fiftv 
labourers may perhaps be coming on board 
or may, for any .thing yoy know to the con¬ 
trary, be on board already, without any 
such nonsense. 

You will be lined 200 rupees for each. 

Exactly so, when you prove that I have the 
natives aforesaid on board;hut liicrc is a fine 
northerly breeze and the Sreta/iooiid is ready 
to take me in tow. , 

I in.si.st upon com-ng on board to .see whe- 
tl'cr youdiavc iinperiniit ed labourers or not. 

Take care of the liand.skipc. 

The ship slia’nt ^oduwn. 

* How will you steJW her ? I have paid my 
^)OTt dues and all charges and hav^igot 
iny Pilot. 

The pilot siia'nt take her down. 

Let him refuse at his peril and I throw the 
vessel on his liauds, there is no law to war¬ 
rant his refusing to take her down. * 

But they won't let you land your labour¬ 
ers, my hoy, at the Isle of France, unless you 
shew permits. 

lait^not going to the Isle of France, 1 
guefi I am going to Orline.s wlieie Niggers 
arc getting scarce. 

Now Mr, Editor, all this “ Imaginary con¬ 
versation” might be cut very short if the law, 
like a sensible law, would attach that pe¬ 
nalty to the prevention of an Inspector in the 
execution of bis duty, which this Govern¬ 
ment has it so peculiarly in its power to ea-» 
force;, Tflc law should provide that no Pilot 
shall take a vessel, carrying Colo lajbourers, 
to sea until the Inspector bad mustered them, 
examiaed them with their memorandutns, and 
seen, at the period best calculated for a do- 
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termination of tlie point, tlmt tlio la^v was “ Panehaile" of the district. The iiiaxiniijm 
fiilfiiled. If the labouicis be not mustered is to bo extended to two rupees : and will 
on board by the party before whom they aVe consequently rotioii those of greater means 
carried under section 3. and w-ho grants the and belter habitations, leaving a smaller sum 
permit for their reception of the vo.ssel, there to be raised from their poorer neighbours, 
will be a hodge-podge roya : for it is perfectly »r!io seoond Regulation i^to prevent the 
well known that the people who appear at enibarkalion of natives, as servants, for Eu- 
the Police*and pretend they are engaged to ^opc, unless under permit from an authorized 
go to Mauritius, and who exhibit their con oflieer of Government, whose duly it will be 
tracts accordingly, arc in very many instances jq require from the party hiring siicliser- 
not the parties who actually embark. vant, and from two lionscholdors of Calcutta 

But the first Mate has just dome to tell jc'nily, a bond for Co. Ks. 1,000, or, in case 

me that .Tones the Butcher has got into trou-V’? tendered not being considered 

hie about sbose shoes, as I thought be wouM ;^ depositc of Company s Ptipc*" 

1 must therefore conclude for to-dny and I ^ amount, as security to the East India 
remain I Company, in the event of such servant being 

’ Your obedient, {thrown upon their hands in London, and 

SraiviiooEN Bb’nbow. i<*»e»’eby occasioning them any expense. 
O/FTown, 17t/. IHarch, 1837. Formerly no native servant could be. received 

onboard ship without an order of Govern- 
Iment, to olitain whinh ord'T, a deposit of 
Aithongli to 'censure tlie measures of Go- Company’.s Paper for 1,000 Rs. was ncccs- 
vernment be doubtless the easiest part of an saiy ; but this practice has been di.sconlinned 
Editor’s duty, we unaffcotedlv declare it i.s for some tiiiic^ wa understand ; and some 
by no means the most agreeable, and we bo- instances of servants having been left in a 
lieve, nothing less stringent than the virii- state of destitution in the streets of London 
lence of party-feeling, can from dav to d.ay’and Liverpool, having occurred, the subject 
screw the—oouinge we will not call it, but has veiy properly attracted the notice of the 
the “bile,” to an Indi.scrimiiiato abuse of all Supreme authority. It strikes us, it may 
andevety thing, nicrcly because they pro-,be neceshaiy to connect tlie olficer whose 
reed from men of opposite principles, in theiduty it will be to grant the permits with tlie 
fashion, for instance, of the “ Timrs,'’— " Port Ciearaime" department, in oidcr lo 
“whose unceasing outpourings of the most i make the Regulation eU'cctive. 
gross and unmeasiired slanders on the acts 

of Lord Meibnrnc's Government, have the! third relates to the embarkation, 

additional merit of being in direct r.onliadic-i*''®®^!**®®^’ and contracts with coolies, pio- 
tlon to tiieir avowed opinions on the same 1 to the MaurUiu.s as labourers; and 

acts when ooiUenipInted byLoid Giev. An-j'*'®. no siibjee-t was one more rc- 

otber example of this “ turning oncp’s back i vefeicnce to the ignorance 

ujlon otic’s-sell,” occurs to us in “ our friend ‘‘fll*® one party, and the strong temptation 
over the way,” who when in the management abuafc it in the other. 

of a Bombay new.s-pap<}f, argued loudly 'VYe cordiiitly approve of the principle 

against the Bengal Ar' iy for their conduct which runs through all these enactments— 
qvoiul the half-halta qiic.stioii, which he has the principle of protecting the poor against 
since converted into a grievance of the firstjUie lich—the yfeak agaimst the powerful, 
magnitude, and “lias lived upon it,” as Puff, and the igjv>rant against the artful ; and so 
wou hi say, for many a month; the good pco- long as our legislative authorities p^uisiic 
pie beyond the ditch, being naught by the this "Benthamite” path, so long will nut 
clap-trap of the “ Militatif Chroairh,” and humble praise attend them.—A/oirA 18. 
either not knowing or forgcling his for¬ 
mer backslidings on n .subject of such real. 

importance to their intci'e.st. With lhc.se g 

prefatory remark.s wc return with pleasure to 

notice three proposed regulations of the, Editor of the Bengal Httrkaru. 


Government, which appeared in our columns 
nil Thursday, although we shall hk\'^ to 
encounter the witty v^ngeiice of oar formi¬ 
dable correspondent, “ bbnbow,” and which 
we shall endcavonr patiently to endure. 

» • 

The first refers to a more equitable rule of 
assessment for municipal purposes—viz. po¬ 
lice, cleansing, repairing and lighting, in the 
large towns under the presidency of Fort 
William. Hitherto the maxim ant-rate levi¬ 
able upon any habitation being fixed a*t one 
rupee, tbe effect was, to throw upon those 
least able to bear it, a di.sproportionate share 
of the aggregate amount assessed by the 


Dear Sir, —Yon will be happy to hear that 
there was nothing after all in the business 
of .Tsiies and the shoes Mr. Robison told 
Fiannagan that be ought to be ashamed of 
himself for getting a messmate into trouble 
abontsDch a trille; and so he ought, if all that 
boy Jem says on the subject is true, f can’t 
however entirely rely upon boy Jem, since the 
extraordinary story he told about tbe coffee 
pot and Captr-MoGarth’s cat. 

Talking of McGartbs, that was a enrions 
ancedoto respecting him and bis consin An¬ 
drew McGantfa.of the Royals, who married old 
Teliiter’s niece gt Gaerosey, but l.^hATenot 
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'time to tell it to yoa nnw as T mast pro¬ 
ceed to section VII. of the native labourer 
exportation law. 

Now I think it as dear as the beantifnl day- 
lif^ht, whiuli shines nnolistriicted through so 
many clauses of the Qraft Act, that any mat/ 
who wished not to be hound to pay the ex¬ 
penses of his Coles back to tiie port from 
whence they were shipped, might carry off a 
couple of hundreds to Jfamaica, or Algoa Bay, 
or Java, or Swan River, without any way 
being hound either to that unpleasant eere- 
monv',^tlie paying of their return passage) or 
to the expensive one of laying in eoinfortahle 
stock for his industrious passengers. If the 
Inspector he not armed with full powers to 
inspect at the proper time, that is to say, just 
heforn the vessel leaves town.and after all the 
I'ihonrers are reported on board ; if he hajii not 
the power to stop the vessel (a tiling very 
easily done while Government has ihe piloiago 
of the river in its own hands) should he be 
dissatisHcd witli the result of such inspection ; 
if he has not, moreov et, the powi.r when lui 
t.v satistied to hand her over to the pilot and 
tide-waiter on hoaid, they being duly an- 
llierizcd and held lesporisiblc fur the pre¬ 
vention of any sushsequeiit shipment of la¬ 
borers ; if these things he not enacted, then 
when a rogue i.s concernod, “ail the rest is 
leather and prunella,” which, cunsiderinft that 
laws are made to control rogues, t hold to he 
yalher a defect in Act — of 1837. 

Hut next observe, I pray you, that if the .act 
is as a cobweb to the wasps and preying nianti 
of society, a cobweb which they will huist 
through and .shiver with a loud langli, like 
Job's horse, it is no less a cobweb to poor lit¬ 
tle, industrious, innocent, busy, biiazing flies, 
sucli as me, Beiihow ; likely to entangle our 
unhappy li'iihs and bring our lillic, §'enllc 
lives into trouble. 

For what says section VII. of the Draft 
Act :— • 

VII. And it is hereby enq^-teu, that the 
Oliiccr aforesaid shall not grant permits an- 
tiiurizing a greater number of natives than 
twcnly*to embark on board of any one ship, 
unless he is satisfled that the acoommodations, 
food, and medical attendance provided fur 
such natives on board of that ship, will be 
suflicieiit fur their health. 

Now this is excessively agree.nble! Here 

am,I Bcnbow,with iny good bark, the S--, 

intending in all honesty to erabrrk cooley la- 
bouicrs for Mauritius, left by law at the mercy 
of the whim, or the enmliy or bad judgnftiit 
of the “ officer aforesaid. ” He may be whim* 
si cal and fancy that what is accommodation 
enough for a sepoy, is not accommodation 
enough for a Cole ; and there is no impossi¬ 
bility involved in this supposition, for I have 
beard it contended by ||^rties jnst as likely as 
not to become the “ officer aforestud.” 

He may be my enemy, because 1 cried 
“ hear him” ironically when he was making 
Ills last speech at the Town fiali, qr because 
I stnlTed a United cigar ap fais nosttll, or for 
any other sufficient reason; and then he first 
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casts his eyes over the poor unfortunate 
S _ -' |_— • and says in his cool, absurd,conceited 
k ini of way, *'This hero .ship will never do 
for thtfm there C»ie.s—inanjee dufrao.” 

Or, he may be an epicure, a man of oyster 
patties, soup a la Rene, and Morinot’s ice: 
and in that case will declare that th^ stores 
r have laid in for my poor Coles, pea(flo whom 
I have always considered rathor in the light 
of bresthers than passengers, are neither good 
enough, or sufficient. 

Oi, he may* have no precise idea of the 
(liiTercnce between hole ammoniac and sa* 
pcrt^rtaiate of potass;and thence declare, 
that niy medical matters provided for soph 
natives, to wit Mr. Surgeon McGudenough 
and his big chest, are a brace of humbugs. 

Or, he may be an ass, “ drc.ssed in a little 
brief authority," “ playing fantastic tricks 
before" the mainmast and objecting merely 
to shew his consequenne. 

Now, under any of these circumstances, 
where am I to appeal for redress ? I don’t 
suppose that the Governor-General and 
Council would much fancy being bothered 
on every occasion with a list of physic and 
my surgeon’s diploma from Aberdeen, or the 
bazar bills for rice, dhall, chillies, oil, ghee, 
gariick, brown blankets aqd red caps, sup¬ 
plied for my Coles. Perhaps the elders of the 
Scotch Kirk would allow themselves to be 
constituted a court of appeal in such matters. 
I don’t know that they would, I merely throw 
out the suggestion. 

In the mean time, however, gentlemen 
legislatois of the Marine Board, where am I to 
app'-al against the .stupidity or caprice or 
cnniily of the “ officer aforesaid," which is 
likely to^eprive me of a capital freight to the 
Lsle of France. To yourselves perhaps ! aSd 
to Ieccive fur answer that thqrei.s nothing in 
ihg act to warrant jour setting aside, or 
inteifcring with, the decision of the “ officer 
aforesaid," he, and he only being the person 
to he satisfied that meat, drink, washing And 
lodging, are provided “ guantum tuff,” for the 
exported labourer. ^ 

Now would not all this have been easily 
disposed of if the net had prescribed the npm- 
ber of square feet of accommodation, the 
quantity and description of provisions, and 
the quantity of water to be provided per head 
for the laborers embarked ? With respect to 
the medical stores, again, a short list might 
have bgeh made out shewing what each vessel 
was dl carry per 100 men, and as regards midi- 
cal attendance, whatever it satisfied the mas¬ 
ter and crew to entrust their own proper bodies 
to might satisfy the Coles, provided always 
that therh was a man on board tvho could set 
a bone or let blood which might be certified 
unto by the marine surgeon or other medical 
officer of Government. 

It may ha said, that the quantity of provi¬ 
sions,‘Water,accommodation, &c., will be fixed 
by Government for the guidance of tha“ offi¬ 
cer aforesaid." But surely if any matteu con¬ 
nected with the exportation onabonrers re¬ 
quire to be defined by law, it is those npoa 
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which *lheir health and comfort dnn«ng: the 
voyage so entirely depend,—and in the event 
of the inspector, on his final insi'ccnon, 
^without which all the rest of the maofiinery 
la a useless jumble,) finding that attempts had 
been made to evade the law,B penalty (without 
which ^11 law is a tiddle-stick's end,) sho-ild 
attach. *Tlie British Passenger ant provides 
for these things, and so did the Lascar regu¬ 
lation. Both ollered good models for tii/j pre¬ 
sent purpose, but of coarse it would be be¬ 
neath this dignity of Anglo-Indian legislation 
to refer to them. Originality is every thing ; 
and 1 have no doubt that when the British 
Indian code makes its appearance, it will be 
so exceedingly original as to challenge for its 
motto, the proud line, 

“ Nonchut itselfcnn be its parallell.” 

But again it may be said, that it is the 
known interest of shippers to land their ('olos 
at Mauritius in the best possible condition. 
If this be the case, why legislate here at all 
beyond one section which should .secure t’lat 
no Cole embarked from this port without being 
fully aware of tbe nature of the contract he 
Iiad entered into, or without a deposit heing 
made which should pay for his return at the 
expiration of his,service ? 

Diahle ! cry the people of the Isle of France. 
Thank you, for nothing, Mr. Benbow f you are 
a friend in need with a vengeance ! Why }oiir 
deposit scheme would throw awful diHiciil- 
ties in the way of our covering tbe remainder 
of the island with canes. Now really, Mr. 
Editor,^ 1 don’t cxaotly see wliy the people or 
tbe Government of Bengal should go inucli 
out of their way to assist those of the Isle of 
l^rancc in accomplishing that interesting 
experiment ? 

Section IX. And it is,}iereby enacted, ^lat 
for every such perinit,-it shall be lawful for 
the officer aforesaid, to require that a fee not 
exceeding one rupee, shall be paid by the 
person with whom the native to whom tlie 
permit relates has contracted, or by the autho¬ 
rized agent of that person. 

This section requires wo particnlaily re¬ 
mark, except ns affording another instance 
of loose,I believe yon call ithcre kutcha, legis¬ 
lation—what is the meaning of a fee “ nut ex- 
ceeding one rupee ?” Why couldn’t the art 
have spoken out like a man, and said a fee 
of twelve annas ? Nay, if the act was \fi drink 
and extravagant at the time it promdfgated 
itself, why sliould it not at once have declared 
that “ a fee of one rupee shall be paid by the 
person leit Aw/mm the native to whom, &c.” It 
is all very well, gentlemen legislators, when 
you are enacting a fine to declare that it shall 
not exceed a certain amount because of the 
shades of fineable offences; but when you 
enact a fee, let me entreat you to fizit if you 
bave any bowels, or yon will give nse fc» infi¬ 
nite ngiscoostruclion and great heart burnings 
on th^ part of Snivel, who has paid fifteen 
annas, when he hears that the officer afore¬ 
said” has let off Dribble Ipr foarteen. 


X. And it is hereby enacted, that whoever 
being in charge of any ship at any place with¬ 
in the territoiics subject to the presidency of 
Fort William in Bengal, shall knowingly 
suffer any such native as is aforesaid, to cm- 
<l)ark on board of that ship in pursuance of any 
such contract as is aforesaid, without either 
an order from the Governor of the said presi¬ 
dency, or snch a permit as is afosesaid, being 
pioduccd to him by the native so embarking, 
shall, on conviction thereof before a magis¬ 
trate, be punished with a fine not exceeding 
two hiindired rupees for every nalive'so’suffer¬ 
ed to embark, and in default of payment of 
such fine, with imprisonment for a term not 
exceeding thirty days for every native so suf¬ 
fered to embark. 

•Section X. Provides penalties, but again 
I ask, bow are they to be levied if a gentleman 
of that class to restrict whoso little eccen- 
tiicities laws alone are required, sets his wits 
to work to evade (hem. That fellow GuOins, 
for instance, who commanded the Tartar. You 
knew Guffins with his one eye as hiight as a 
red-hot diamond, the other gone with half his 
<5heek by persuasion of gunpowder, llis abo¬ 
minable flaxen wig and intciininahle story 
about the chase of the “ Prince do Nciif. 
cliatel.” Well, Guffins was acquainted with 
all the oriiiips, duffers, kidnappers and silver 
coopfirs in town. lie was not the fellow to 
let his ship he stopped in the river without 
law for it. But if she was stopped, and lie wot 
hauled up to a magistrate to be inipri.soned 
twelve thousand one hundred and twenty days, 
because lie had four hundred and three “ na¬ 
tive persons aforesaid’' on board of the Tartai 
without licences or permits, what would Guf¬ 
fins do ? Why, he would say, “ Please your 
worsl^ip, a werry respectable iioiisein the Bow 
Bazar, one of tlie rcspectablest of the new 
houses as i.s, Messrs. Snat 'hcm and Catclicm, 
who acts as my Agents some times, send me 
off a gaod many boat loads of gentlemen with 
black faces, ^nd no pantaloons whatsumne- 
vcr. 3o, says* I, Geinmcn. as is Gemmen, is 
aliyays heaitily aelcoiiie on board of tbe Tar¬ 
tar, wliatd’ye want iny Tulips? Then tip gets 
a young feller in the starn sheets of (lie secoinl 
dingy, and says he, these Gemmen are pas¬ 
sengers as wants to go to Jamaky and see the 
ivorld, and Snafehem and Gatciiom has taken 
fifty rupees a piece from them for passage 
money, and that same is came to your credit 
in account current. So, .says I, your worship, 
you’re sure joung feller that these is gentle- 
rngp passenger, not gentlemen Coles as has 
made a contract for to go and work for their 
bread. NouMr. Guffins, says the young feller, 
by no manner of means. So you sec your wor¬ 
ship I has not violated the liact in the least 
by taking those gentlemen, setting down on 
their heels yonder in the brickdnst, on board 
of the Tartar. ' 

Now, how easily wodld Guffins’s jaw in tbe 
above supposed case bave been stoppered, if 
tbe act instead of declaring that no native per¬ 
son (excefiding twenty) who had made tf con¬ 
tract of tervice to be performed beyond sea, 
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shonld be received on board of a vessel with¬ 
out permit, &c., had declared, that no na¬ 
tive persons whatever, (being subjects of tlia 
British Crown and Company) exceeding 
twenty in number, (except lascnrs) should be 
received on board o/ any vessel without fi 
permit, &c. 

Bat neither this alteration in the law or 
any other can bo eilicient fur the purposes con¬ 
templated by the enactment, unless the In 
spector has the legal right given Jiim to visit 
the ship, muster the passengers, and examine 
into all things at all times, without dread of 
handspike ; but more particularly just as the 
vessel is about to quit the Cooley Bazar, from 
which place the pilot and tidewaiter on board 
should be held responsible for no native pas¬ 
sengers joining the ship without permit. 

I observe from the remaiks in your paper 
of this morning, that you consider me inimical 
to the act under discussion ; de tout man ami, 
not a whit I assure you; for although legislat¬ 
ing on such points is contrary to all sound 

THE COUNTRY I 

Bp.SCRIl'TtON OF THE KUUNDS OH KrNDtlAS, BY 

Mil. BaOWN, OF THli OEM'HAL UaPTIST 
Mission, Ouissa. 

• 

[The accompaying paper has been for- 
Waidcd to ns by an enterprising correspon¬ 
dent, who has been induced, for religious 
and educational purposes, to visit the late 
scene of distressing war—the country of the 
Khiinds. The people, habiis, and customs 
which he describes are such as to awaken 
feelings of sorrowful interest in every gener¬ 
ous mind. We hope that a feeling deep and 
abiding will be excited in the breads of 
Christians, not only for this but for t>ie whole 
of the hill tribes of India, forming, as they 
do, (though scattered far and wide,) a distinct 
and far less snperstilions laee tl‘an they of 
the lowlands;—possessed as *liey are both 
of superior mental and physical tviergy. If 
brought under the civilizing fniluence of 
education, and the softening and elevating 
inlluence of Christianity, they would make 
the best subjects and the most manly and 
devoted Christians in India. In oiir estima¬ 
tion there is a mournful interest attached to 
the whole of these tribes, in the supposition 
that they are the aborigines of the soil, driven 
by the founders of the Hindu dynasty into 
the wilds and fastnesses of their native land, 
where for ages, in the ludest and most He- 
gradod state, they have contended with po¬ 
verty, disease, and oppression. This,—cou¬ 
pled with the,recollection, that the truth of 
the Gospel found protectors and an asylum 
in the hills of Switzerland, Scotland, and 
Wales, when the lowlands were inundated 
with errors,—should stimulate a»toan effort 
to give to these wandering tribes the bless¬ 
ings of life; tor here, too, the Gospel may 
find a refuge in the day of trial. , The Go¬ 
vernment would act both wisely and hnmane- 
y in at once attempting to introduce Uie 


principle, yet whore salvages and men of 
lnd’'are oonoorned, we must sometimes put 
soand principle in our pojkets. All I wish 
is, tlrtit if an act bo made at all for the protec¬ 
tion of these “ bare armed Fenians,” it may¬ 
be eilicient for the purpose, and notjso loosely 
drawn that any kidnapping Dirk F(pteraich 
who fecis it convenient to set the law at 
deliaiice, may do so with impunity. 

When certain wealthy British BeeQngtons 
and Faddingticlds were interested about 
something concerning a Black Act, which for 
the life of men I could never distinctly 
coiaprehend; every syllable of the law 
was weighed, every sentence measured, 
every word criticised. However, that was a 
case of lich white men—tliis is a case of poor 
black ones—Ah, man dicu! what an enormous 
difference. 

Yours obediently, 
Strivrouen Benbow. 

Off Town, mh March 1837. 

\^IIurkttru. 

IF THE KIIUNDS. 

blessings of civilized life amongst these de¬ 
luded people. It would bo^ar more economi¬ 
cal than providing the sinews of war—far 
more human (than allowing the elements of 
strife to exist, always ready to burst forth, 
spreading on every hand desolation and 
death. Wc arc confident the friends of 
Missions will do their part, and, as in every 
other instance, will lead the way and sniootli 
the path foi the arts, sciences, &c. of cbrilized 
lands. We arc aware that it is the province 
of Clitisyanity to discover and first occupy 
fields lilted fertile exercise of Philanthropf. 
M.iy she avail herself of the only opportunity 
in ^wliicii hoatsing^ infidelity has had the 
olfiince of eoiiipelitiou. Lot her awake and 
carry tlie Gospel to tlie hills of India. We 
ifmder our best thanks to Mr. Brown for his 
valuable paper, affording as it does sources 
of amusement, instriiclion and Christian feel¬ 
ing. Wc hope tliat lie and other of odr friends 
will not forget, us^and our readers in their 
excuisioiis.—En.] • 


To the Editors of the (’alcnlta Christian Ob¬ 
server, 

Sirs,—I wa.s lately induced to take a jour¬ 
ney inli^the muuntainuus d'strict inhabited by 
the siiiPgnlar people who are described in this 
paper. The object of that jonrney was to 
ascertain whether they spoke the Oriya lan¬ 
guage or nut, and whether this hitherto un¬ 
known region might not be bi^ught within 
the operation of our Mission. 

Yarions and contradictary accounts had 
been given by persons returning from the 
field. I thgrefore determined in Jartiiarj', to 
set off'«nd explore what is here called the 
country above the ghats. This country,which 
is up to the present time has had no pqriicte 
lar designation, being, till the Ghumsoiu 
disturbance, entirely unknown to Europeans, 
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has latety, for convenience sake, beenrdeno' 
minated by aomeKundistan, or the place or 
bonotrj of the Khunds. That part of it which 
has been traversed by the Company’s troops 
dyring: the late disturbance, was a kind of 
dependency upon the Raja of Ghunisora, 
aithong-b, as is usually the rase Bnioii<!:st sa- 
yages, Lifl power was exceedingly limited. 

The condition of the people with regard 
to civilization is the lowest almost which ®at> 
be imagined, with the single exception that 
they are not cannibals. The aippearance of 
many of the people is wretched at first sight,- 
but, like many other objects, this, when it 
becomes common, ceases to strike you. Seve¬ 
ral of their Chiefs are spoken of as powerful 
and fine-looking men. The only chief of 
much note whom I saw, was a man who, un¬ 
happily, had influence, enough to rouse the 
people of the hills to join in the insurrection. 
Some of the leaders, who were native Kbands, 
(whom I saw,)'verified the descriptions; but 
it appeared more suited to the assassin’s than 
the soldier’s character. Like most savages 
they destioy without mercy : neither age, sex, 
guilt nor innocence is spared. They war to 
exterminate, not subdue; for revenge, and 
not honor. Many instances of their cruel and 
blood-thirsty disposition have occurred du- 
ing the late contest. One instance as an 
example may be noticed. A dlmba was re¬ 
turning with some other sei vants from a tank | 
at a distance, but unfortunately staying be 
hind, was attacked and cut to pieces, though 
an unarmed man. 

The qountry we are describing is a moun¬ 
tainous region: its elevation is, on an ave¬ 
rage, from two to three thousand feet above 
t|;^e level of the sea. The cold is .sVimetimes 
considerable, and the heat also ofieu very ex¬ 
treme. The transition from heat to cold is often 
very suden and ice, a thing unknown in ttie 
lowlands of Orissa, is commonly found here 
Were this country reclaimed from the wilder¬ 
ness, and conveniences made fur the habila 
tion of civilized man, an agreeable change, 
if not a^perfeet .sanatarium might be pre¬ 
sented to the scorched inhabitants of the 
plains. Where this wretcRed race now wan¬ 
der from hill to hill, and from glen to glen— 

' where the barbarous Khund now ranges 
wrecklessly the mountain and valley, with the 
murderous war-axe aad deadly arrow, we tru.st 
that cities may yet arise, and villages “ with 
their teeming population,” not only hesv with 
the arts which minister to the oomfoV't and 
moral cultivation of life, hot we hope also 
that here the praises of the Redeemer will be 
■ang, and that these hills and valleys, now con 
signed to Satan’s bondage, will one day 
re-eebo the sound of the Gospel. The coun¬ 
try has BOW been opened, let the friends of 
the Redeemer be awake. Here are fresh calls 
for renewed exertions in the Missipnary field, 
let the Missionary of the Cross enter. • 

'' ’ appears to be a distinolion of some 

J|^rt approximating to caste, tliough it is dif- 
-i^rent altogether in its arrangement to the caste 
-amongst the Hindoos of the plains. The Kbands 


are an original people,—I suspect much more 
ancient than their neighbers of the lowlands, 
who having continued from age to age with¬ 
out intercourse, shut up within their native 
hills, have remained without progress in civi¬ 
lization. Whilst in the hills I mot with a 
young man, rather an intelligent person, and 
obtained from him some information relative 
<0 the iiabits of the people.. There appear to 
be about five distin'dions or castes amongst 
(hem. The orthogiaphy of the names by which 
the castes are distinguished, 1 am compelled 
of course. to form in the best manner lean 
from the sounds given me by the natives. 
The Sfindi appears, from many circumstances, 
to be the principal caste. They will not eat vic¬ 
tuals prepared by the hands of any other caste, 
although, as will he seen, several castes will 
eat from their hands. The principal employ¬ 
ment of this caste is to prepare the arrack, an 
intoxicating liquor—a thing held in high esti¬ 
mation amongst the Khunds as wellasainongst 
other savage tribes. Thev extract also a 
liquor from the wild palm tree. The Gaunrii 
or Gaona are persona engaged in buying and 
.selling and are in fact the Merchants of the 
counlry. The terms haying and selling, 
perhai>s, hardly apply; barter is usually 
the only method of trading, for the use of 
money, though it may not be entirely un- 
knowH, yet it is certainly not used as a circu¬ 
lating medium in the common transactions 
of life amongst these people. Their habits 
are so simple and their wants so few, that 
any enlarged scheme of business requiring a 
medium, such as silver or gold, seems quite 
unnece.ssary. The Kandos are anoilier clavs 
of pci.sotis, which may be denominated a 
caste : they appear to be the proper iruliiury 
tribe; they cany the war axe and the bow, 
and snoot an arrow to a nicety, as many a 
.sad in.stance can testify; wo will give one. 
i young officer during the late campaign 
reecivpd an arrow from a Khund on a ncigb- 
hoiiriug hill in his powder horn; it passed 
through one tdde, penetrating the powder, 
and slighti-y forced nut the part of the horn 
near the body, -giving the sensation ofm blow 
on the side.' Thus he was, by the interven¬ 
tion of the powder horn, providentially and 
almo.st miraculously saved from death. TJie 
Dfina are weavers or persons who work in 
various ways in the preparation of cloth. 
The cotton tree grows in these hills; hnl whe¬ 
ther the Diina prepare their own ootton thread 
from this tree or not, I do not know ;—some 
suppose they obtain it from below. 

The last distinction of much note I have been 
able to discover, is the Panna caste, supposed 
to be a degenerate race of Hindus from the 
plaiti.s, who have obtained a footing here. 
They are husbandman, labourers, man of busi¬ 
ness, who I suppose w.rthout a conscience make 
themselves asefui in anyway to others for pur¬ 
poses of profit, and are always ready to join in 
a speonlatloo without regard to its moral qua¬ 
lity.' Tbgse ard'the detested wretebes.wfeo 
deal in the infamous traffic of human sacre- 
fioes, hereafter to be described. 
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I am far from tliinkinj; that these dfstiac- 
tion* are always observed by the dilTereal 
grades; as in other parts of this peninsula, and 
more specially in Europe, men often follow 
their own inclinations and circumstances i|f 
the choice of avocations, but I believe the 
distinctions are cotnrnonly kept up here. 
Some of these castes will eat with some others, 
but some will not. The military tribe will ea; 
from ihe hands of all others excepting the 
Pannas. The KuntU will take nothing in the 
shape of prepared food from tlie'Parina. The 
Panna, less scrnpnlouM, will take, any thing 
he can find from any ca.<tte. The Gaundi, it is 
said, cats from none but hi.s own caste. The 
principal castes eat animal food,such as sheep, 
goal>, &c., but reject cows as food ; but tlie 
Pdniia eats all these also—indeed any thing 
usually eaten by man. In the article of drink¬ 
ing no nice distinctions or scruples ili.stjrb 
their choice: they drink any thing,—the 
stronger the better. A nation of drunkards, 
they arj} addicted to many of the vices nt'.cii. 
darit on drunkenness. An an cdotc or two 
will serve as a specimen of tlie general cha¬ 
racter of all the castes amongst the Kbunds. 
A young man going up to a tent was ofl'eredj 
some spirits, first of one sort, then another, all 
of ivliicli he drank otT without hesitation. Se¬ 
veral sorts of liquor were then mixed together 
with some ketchup: still he showed iiOkrepiig- 
nniice, hat drank all up. witli the utmost glee. 

I saw an officer poor the remains of a bottle of 
brandy into the mouth of one of tliese unscru¬ 
pulous people, and it was difficult to say whicfi 
manifested the m!ist satisfaction, the Kliund 
nr the officer. A gentleman expressed a desire 
that I should see Riim Makika^, one of the 
Khund chiefs, hut he observed that it is diffi¬ 
cult to find him sober. The chief's maxim is, 
“ As much ns I may find, so rauoli I wiM drink, 
and more if I can.” 

On the subject of religion their minds appear, 
to he exceedingly contracted. Son\|) images 
were taken by individuals conn< cted with th^ 
army and .shown to me biiH doubt whether 
they were not images of the low cwuutry. The 
figure of the elephant is seen in some of their 
villages, hot whether as an ornament or as an 
object of worship, I am quite unable to say. 

Of their mythology, if any really exists, we 
have no moans of knowing at present, and the 
history of hyegone ages who can tell? How 
many ages have witnessed them inhabiting 
these hills and valleys who can find out ? No 
monuments, no mouldering columns of anti¬ 
quity are here to record the acts, or even pre¬ 
serve tlie memory of the names of the ilTustn- 
out dead. Their traditions extend only to a 
few vague notions, as improbable as they are 
surprising. They appear to consider the earth 
a diety, whom they sometimes called Deirne, 
or some such a name ; and they pay a kind of 
adoration to the sky «nd elements. They ap¬ 
pear to be confuse^ and indefinite in all their 
ideas on religion, and show in all they say, 
^ how much they need divine guidance. One 


sad Ih^g is now quite certain ; that is* that hu¬ 
man sacrifices are numerous amonffst them ; they 
arA offered particularly at a yearly festival 
held (about the season that the cotton tree 
comes into bloom, or about the full moon in 
January. 

A iiiimher of village.'! a.ssociated together, as 
will he hereafter explained, unitii;^^ id these 
infei.ial fe.stivals: e ich in rolatiun pradiico.s a 
vicliin once a year far sacrifi se. 0.18 intend¬ 
ed victim, rescued during the march of the . 
army, I have.nnw staying with me at Berhatn* 
pur. The victim to he sacriffed may be a 
child or grown up person; it is supposed to 
he increased in value with its age. Fur this 
cause they are sometimes ke|)t many years ; 
if children, they are allowed to play with other 
children, and have irons placed on them only 
when n dispusilion is manifested to run away. 
The.se raisernhie creatures ;* e thus kept with 
a full knowledge of their fate. The person 
staying with me, rescued l>y Captain Miller, 
was a f'risoner a year ; and, horrible to tell, 
«as sold by his own parents fur a small sum*. 
They are hrunght out as they are wanted for 
s icrifice. These horrible and in fernal oerc- 
m >nies are variously descriheil, hut never 
having witnessed any of them myself, 1 trans¬ 
cribe a paragraph in a paper furnished by a 
a gentleman connected wiui the service. 

“ The A/m'a plijA, or humane sacrifices, 
takes place In succession once every year 
Huiongsl the confederate Mtilas. The victims 
are brought fio.n the low countries, or from 
some other distant part, and sold to the Mfitas, 
where the .sdcrifi';cs are performed. Tiiis cruel 
ccreraniiy is thus performed. Wliqp the ap¬ 
pointed (Jay arrives, the Kbunds assemble 
from all parts of the country, dressed in their* 
finerj.'soiiie with bears’ skins thrown j(fver 
their shoulders, others with the tails of pea¬ 
cocks flowing behind them, and the long-wiiid- 
fhg feather of the^nngle cock waving on their 
heads. Thus decked out, they dance, leap 
and rejoice, beating drams and playing on an 
instrument not unlike in sound to the High¬ 
land pipe. Soon after noon the Jani, or pre¬ 
siding priest, with aid of his assi.s4ant, fastens 
the unfortunate victim to a post wliich has been 
firmly fixed in tRe ground, and there, stiyiding 
erect, the person suffers the cruel torture 
(humanity shudders at the recital) of having 
the flesh uut from his bones in small pieces by 
the knives of the savage crowd who rush upon 
him, and contend with each other for a portion. 
Great value is attached to the first mor¬ 
sel* cut from the victim’s body, for it is 
supposed to possess gr»at virtues, and a 
proportionate eagerness is evinced to ac¬ 
quire it; but considerable dangei to the 
person of the operator attetTds the feat, for 
it happens also that equal virtues are attribut¬ 
ed to the flesh of the fortunate holder of the 
first slice. To guard against so disagreeable 
an appropriation, a village will perhaps de¬ 
pute one of its number to endeavour to seoore 
the much desired object, and they aqpordingly 


Corrupted into Mooleka. 


• • About four Rupees. 
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Arm Iiiili with a knife (me/'eri); thef also 
fie clothes round him, and, holding on by Uie 
ends, at the appointed signal rush with (hreefcr 
four thousand more at the miserable saeniiee, 
—when, if the man sh mid be suocessful in 
his aim, they evert their utmost efforts to 
draK; hi*V off from the crowd. Should he escape 
nnhurt, the whole town turn their faces to 
their homes: for in order to secure its full 
efficacy, they must deposit in the Heidi Imfore 
the day has passed, the charm they have so 
cruelly won.” . 

The intention of these infernal rites, it is 
said, is to propitiate the earth and make it 
fruitful. How horrible the scenes here pre¬ 
sented, so lon^ practi.sed almost within .siirlit 
of the European station, and yet none knew 
it till the recent insurreiition. At Gnddapur, 
another and eqnWlly cruel sacrifice frequently 
preceds the former already described. A 
trench is dug- seven feet long over which a 
human being is suspended alive, tied by the 
neck and heels by cords fastened to stakes 
at each end of the trench ; so that, to prevent 
strangulation, the nii.serable being holds him¬ 
self up by the hands on each side of this 
grave. The monster acting as priest comes, 
and, with an axc ^inilicls six cuts from the 
back of the neck to the lieels at equal dis¬ 
tances, repeating tlie numbers, one, two, &o, 
&c. &c, as he proceeds ; and lastly, he deea- 
pitatc.s the wretched being, who.se mangled 
body is then soffered to drop into the grave, 
and is covered with earth by the raulliiude. 
Several persons intended as victiin.s have 
been rescued besides the one now with rne. 
There are several children at ClnUlerpur 
plucked as brands from the burning, They 
arecnow under the protection of Mr. Ste¬ 
venson. May they return again another day 
to these “ hills of darkne.ss” and teach these 
wretched savages the way of eternal life ! i 
The origin of these -honihle .sacrifices 
is said to be founded in the following tradi¬ 
tion. At the time, sa) they, tliat our fathers, 
a thousand generations ago, fir.st settled in 
these monntain.s, they had just come from 
a mountain.in the south called Dodah. They 
were Jed by a Rani called Attah* When, 
she being leader, (they go on to say) we first 
arrived in these parts, tiie earth was unstable 
and sunk under oiir feet, and thus was un¬ 
suited for the habitations of man. AM things 
were then without order. Attah, however, 
either by accident or design, cut her ffwyer, 
and the blood falling upon the ground, it not 
only become firm and fruitfol, but also de¬ 
sirable as a place to dwell in. Attah, seeing 
the efficacy ofl^uman blood, insisted upon 
being sacrificed herself. Hence, say these 
people, we attach sneh value to human sa¬ 
crifices, the blood of which falling upon the 
earth canses snoh benefits. Some time after 
her death, Attah appeared to some of the 
people, and complained of being alont in 
the othcB world and requested that a man 

———■-'t-■■ " — - - - —i - 

*'Tliu word i# the Khund language signifies 
ygrand-mother. 


might be sent her for oompany, whereapoa 
several human saorifiees were offered, and 
the practice has continued ever since. It 
is said that these people are in the utmost 
terror least the Guveriiment should interfere 
tiir prevent human sacrifices, supposing that 
from hence the earth would again become 
unfruitful, unstable, and sink under them. 
When one of the cliiofs is ill, something 
must be done in the way of sacrifice to save 
him. In sneh a case, if it is not the usual 
time of sacrifice, it is thought siiffieiciit to 
cut off the iiair of one of the victims designed 
tor future sacrifice and bury it, but the per- 
.son hini.self may be kept till the yearly sa¬ 
crifice. It is difficult to say what relation 
to money the value of a victim hears, as the 
I price is almost always paid in kind. Uf 
the frequency of these sacrifice there can he 
no doubt. Capt. Miller, of the 43d N, I., re.s- 
ciied about twelve victims in one district 
alone, and he tells me that several people 
have informed him that forty or fifty sacrilice.y 
had been witnessed by each of these iiidivi- 
duals. Will this infernal praclice he allow¬ 
ed to go on ? Surely it cannot he .said that 
the Government have no riaht to iiitoifcic. 
The Govcinnient have iitlerfeicd, anti have 
hung many of the Khund principal ineii by 
sentences of coiirts-inartial, for taking up 
arms. Surely it i.s as just to puni.sli for ah- 
diti’tion and murder as fur rebellion. Shall 
satis be prevented and tlie infernal Mvrut 
piijii he allowed I 

The country of the Khunds lies between the 
gliAts which form the extreme hnutidary 
soiitli-wpst of Uiis.sa ; the vally of the .Mali.\ 
Kaddi is to the north, and Khcmedi to ihu 
[.south. Tfiis country extends, pciliaps from 
18 I. to fHd. latitude not Hi, and fiom B2d. to 
85d. longitude eftst. It will he perceived that 
the country it.self is not largo. It cmhiaees 
beautiful scenery, hill and vally, covered 
.vitli stuMi light jungle intermixed with the 
palm, tlio dnmiia and other trees rising in 
profirsion. Iflie loftiest hill which 1 ascend¬ 
ed, is said to be about four thousand, feet 
above the level of the sea. Having no in 
strument myself, 1 depend upon the state¬ 
ments of otliens for the height of these moun¬ 
tains. In ascending I pa.sscd through tlii<-k 
clouds and become completely wet. When 
I arrived at the suininit just before sun-risc, 
the surrounding scenery w'as interesting and 
even magnificent. The deep valleys were, 
partly covered by the clouds rolling in thicks 
volumes beneath. The sun had by thus 
time risen, and, shi ning in his splendor, 
presented the azure vault of heaven in beau¬ 
tiful perspective, the clouds being all below, 
covering the plains find bases of the moun¬ 
tains with the appearance of white foam. 
The declivity of the li^lI, only broken by an 
unfrequented .path, was inexpressibly wild. 

At the foot of this pass iio the ruins of seve¬ 
ral villages lately burned. The insurrection 
was as yet hardly‘ suppressed : murders liad< 
boea here rfery numerous, and but as of ye's- 
terday. Any solitary piece of jungle or 
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conceal an enemy with the'each^village, which hears a particular desitir*' 
eH*** ^ poisoned arrow. The wild nation or niiine. One uniConn plan of build- 

t I "‘'■“■'*•“'**'‘•*1 birds inhabiting this ir|g appears to prevail, which plan all must 
it' t ®°"*pired to give solemn- follew. The village consists of one street 

ati ** • I around. In descending tips only, eitlier two strait lines, or two segments 

>er side ol the tiiotinlain, I was r.omplet^y of a circle, or two crescents facing each other, 
e again by the clouds lingering at the The two ends are commonly closed by some 
I°^ ***'^ wild place a kind of door or gale peculiar to tl»e* country, 
f/l" ii*" excited by the sound Sometimes the whole is surrounded by a bam* 

Ol the Isritish drum in the neighbouring camp, buc^fence or stockade; thus the whole people 
flrt'i I.^l**'*' we werewapproachiug sleep as soeure as savages usually sleep. The 
roe habitation of civilized inaD,*and those too houses of the Kliuiuls are as nniforni as their 
***f||l^ Ji'Od counlr}'.. towns. O.io iinifnrin plan obtains amongst 

the hills, as distinguished from the lower them: like the cells of a beo-hivo, the one 
giounds above the gliiits, are, as far as I can ' is the faosir.iilc of the other. The patiician 
otscover, uninhabited by man. There the tl- |and plebeian—if sueli distinetion indeed exist 
gcr and be»r reign without control. They j among them—are lodged the same. Tliey 
lowcver, often invade the territories of their {eat, diink, sleep, and perform all the duties 
lowland neighbors, and, as sonic otliej High- iof life jn precisely the same sort of habitation, 
landers are said to have done, sometimes levy I Even the ancient leveller might here feel 
coiiti ibtitions ot sheep, goals, &c. ; and some- 1 satislied: every man appears in similar appa- 
linies the straying childs and the lonely and ' rel; eats tlie same kind of food ; drinks the 
loiiiglited traveller has been taken olf by same sort of drink; sleeps on the same kind 
lioiii ; hut this is not a very fi equent occur* 1 of bed, and pursues similar aniiiseinents. 
rcnce. This part of the country isseenallEvcrythingsliowstlicprimitivestateofsocie- 
I'.CNCnt to disadv.inliige. The destiuelivc ra-. ty. As each house constitutes a part of the 
'ages of war nie still visible : the towns are side of the same stieet, there is a ft on t door 

either dead or leading into the street at the village, and a 
lied to the woods. This gives the whole back door leading to the (yitside ; but in some 
a desolate appearance, but the terrible devas-' few cases the back door is omitted, leaving 
latiou of war cxtoiid-s only to those disti lets, only the one leading into the street, as noticed 
wliieh took a decided part against the Go-' before. This, 1 believe, is the only variation 
vernnient, and Hhieli are gencially immediate-' I have observed in the manner of constructing 
ly above the glik s ; they vyill long remember bonscs among the Khunds. There i.s a room in 
the eon.scquenee.s of this insurrcclioii. Not' vvhich the I'aniily sit and cal, wliinh, being pret- 
only are llio habitations of man destroyed, ty large, is fre<|nently also occupied with store, 
bill the harvest of last year, and all the stores ' consisting of baskets of grain and suah sort of 
tor the Intiire have shared the same fate. It j vegetables as the country allouls. The other, 
IS hoped the Governinciit having elias(i<cd ' room, iniich smaller, is occupied as n sleeping * 
ihein as rebellious snhjcets, will now pity' room: this room is mueli more retired tiiati 
their helpic.ss stall* and relieve lliem. * the room first mentioned. The whole is hiiilt 

• **''ildingamongsl the Khunds with wood linlikedhe houses of the people of 

IS dinerent to anv thing I have ever before seen •nie jilains who biiiidjiilli mud. These housc.s 
in any part ot Hindiisian. They byild and must be dreadfully uiicomfurtable during the 
cnltivale between the hills, lea'>ng these to* hoi season. Itjs not very easy to conceive how 
the bcar.s and tigers. A parficiiiar valley i.s' hiiniati beings can, in .such a eoiintrv as this 
selected by a society of Khunds* wlieie they and in sucli places as these,avoid sufroeation! 
dwell together. It is not their cuslum to. They miglit be tolerable in the eolir.season,but 
build a considerable town; they piefor a to Gnd how tiiev exist during the hot months i.s 
iiiiniber of sriiull villages at a distance from to us, though I suppose not .so to tiiern^ the 
CBc other, and often in sight of each other.' greatest dilTiculty.Their lionses are snlficicntly 
i nese conjointly form properly one coinniii jlaige to admit many pcrsoii.s.and higli enough 
nity, called by the natives a mhla. Here, for any man to .stand in very comfortably, 
inclosed from ail the world, they live and die ; llcspeelrtig their duniestic habits little can be 
ages and ages pass away in silence, and leave known at present, altliough perhaps as much 
not a trace behind. Here they increase and ns i^ftally known of the secret and retired ha* 
clecrca.se, war and make peace,^ alike nnl^ow- bits of the people of many other parts of thi.s 
mg and unknown. What is beyonu the great country. Like other savage nations, they 
neigiibonring mountain they know not, nor, eat apart from the women. The men perform 
_ e.sire to know. Ail the world to them is the labors of the field, and.tlie women tho 
included m the space inclosed by the adja- work of tho house, as in most other parts, 
cent hills, and, like the savages of the Amo- The dress of the Klinnd is similar to that of 
rican desert, they appear to hold little inter- other people of this country, and appears to 
i ti!*^**” 4heir own tribe. Why. it be well suited to the climate. The women wear 

8 nat they P^er bjjilding a number of small nearly the same clothes as the men, but some- 
riB instead of one considerable town, it is whaf difi'erently put on. Thpy add a pecniar 
ciiinouit to say; safety would seem to intimate kind of necklace made of wood uanicHy, dyed 
the latter. Perhaps oustonf aloncv is the rea- red. The body is to a great extent daposed, 
son which can be assigned. Forty or fifty but the frequency of the sight takes ,«ir from 
seems to be abont the namber of honses in the mind any unpleasant effect. They are 
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said to ji^o'wtUi tlieir liedca nncovered till‘'they 
are marri«d, and have children. 

The people are asually of the same siaei 
as other people about these parts. Soinb of 
the men aie One, poweiTuI-lookin;; persons 
and some of the women are sruod loukinir, 
and would be more decidedly so if they 
were well-'dressed. The men allow tlieir 
hair to tonp;; they then bind it up into 
a larfi^e knot, and fasten it to the front or 
aide of the head with a small coml> or iron 
hairpin. The hair also in many case.s ap- 
pear.s to be dyed with a sort of. black color, 
which makes it shine like jet. The ornamant.'; 
they wear, both men and women, are of the 
simplest kind, made either of tlio iion, orof 
some sort of bone excecdiiittly hard ; some 
are also made of wood dyed by a .simple pre¬ 
paration of their own. They have no gold or 
silver, and they have no need of it in the com- 
urun concerns of life ; nor would he bo the 
best friend to them who should introduce it 
amongst them, giving them, avarice fur ge¬ 
nerosity, and luxni y for simplicity of life. 

The qualities which apply to most unciviliz¬ 
ed nations apply also to these (leople,—such 
as hospitality and a certain kind ofco'ihdcnce 
when a pledge is given ; and in certain cases 
there is a degree of ..honesty in their traiisac- 
tion.s ; blit there is also consiinimote cruelly 
in war, inking no prisoners, because sparing 
none in the liour of combat. They use con¬ 
summate art and treachery in compassing liic 
destruction of an intended victim. They are 
patient in fatigue, pcisevering in diliicultics. 
They pursue their object with nrireienting 
hatied, hiviolaiile secrecy, and with nlmosi 
ceitaiii success. The escape of Dora Bisaye 
marks strangely the character of these pco- 
plrf! “ Give up, say the Government, Dora 
Bisaye and Iheutlier leaders and your villages 
will cease to burn, and. yourselves and 
your helpless wires and,.c)iildron will cease 
tosaffer. It is iinpos.sibic to suppose that 
Dora Bisaye c.onld have escaped without the 
connivance of the siifTering people. The lead 
ers of the insurrection tliat were lately taken 
by surprise is a circuiiistaiicc which strongly 
marks the horror the people have of a viola¬ 
tion hf hospitality, and it shows to what ex¬ 
tremes they were driven before they would 
even connive at the delivering up of any of 
their chiefs. 

The unfortunate chiefs lately taken and 
hanged,were not exactly betrayed after,^all by 
tbe people wbo bad given them refuge.*'On 
the approach of the detaciinient, these men 
were left behind, the place itself being de¬ 
serted. They were induced by some circum¬ 
stance to go to ifViother place where no pledge 
had been given them, and by these people 
they were painted out to tbe military and thus 
were taken. One only of the leaders appear¬ 
ed with a straw in his mouth—a si^n of deep 
supplication; the others shewed -no fear* in¬ 
deed thgre was a sullen sort of daring mani¬ 
fested*^ The place of execution by most of 
these tmfortuuate men. 

The Muntrjr is oapaWe of much improve¬ 
ment by the application of labor. The valleys 


are rich, the trees and plants, springing 
spontaneously, are such as will support life, 
at least for a time. The palm tree, as before 
intimated, supplies the people with an in- 
tdaicating liquor. The top of this tree grow¬ 
ing wild, supplies a kind of vegetable, some¬ 
thing like a cabbage, and the bark, when pro¬ 
perly pounded, 8applie.s a .sort of flour, from 
which i.s made a cake.eaten by the natives, 
this, when cut and dried, will keep for a year. 

I have pre.served a cake made of thi.s bark—it 
is not very unpleasant, bat is not equal to 
bread made of wheat or even rice. Rice grows 
bore in abundance ; and athongst roots, the 
vam is in great perfection. I have no doubt 
but most of the English plants and vegetables 
would flourish here. The soil is thought in 
many places to he peculiarly suited to the 
growth,of potatoes, but nothing nearer to the 
potatoethan the yam, is found here at present. 

The mountain torrents are pretty numeroii.s, 
and might, by the application of machinery, 
be made to ini gate the ground. Jty forming 
tanks and applying what the Oriya.s call ben- 
ffulfi .1 (simple machines for throwing up water 
intona/ias made fur the purpose), the walvr 
which now u.sclc.s.sty traverses the desert might 
t' n.s, by n little industry, be mailetu fertilize 
these (ilaiiis, and cause the n ildeniess to smile 
a.s the fruitful garden. Add to thi.s the moral 
ciiltivafioii of civilized iiian, and, mure than 
all, give to the people the enlightening inllii- 
cnce of the Go.spel, and then bow happy will 
be these lands, till now unknown, and open¬ 
ed now to our view only by the operation of 
hostile armies, and the desolating hand 
of war. 

War is a trade that these people engage in 
amongst themselves. I have before noticed 
that a npinber of villages situated in the same 
valley arc connected with logard to tlicirpo- 
litical and social relations : these are some¬ 
times brought into a hostile relation with ano- 
L'thcr glen or miUA, Tiie seeds of contention are 
as numerous her^as in any other country ; but 
what have principally presented themselves 
its subjects of angry dispute, are questions 
of boundary. These mklAs or collection *>f 
villages are distinguished by a particular 
name, and the people under their own leaders 
obtain a distinct .social (elation with peculiar 
intere.sls and vested rights, and are distinct 
from every other tribe. Each of these sepa¬ 
rate communities are expected to keep within 
their own limits, and not to encroach upon tbe 
boundaries of their neighbor. A misunder- 
starviing on these subjects leads to terrible re- 
snlts and a great loss of life. The oolloctor 
has settled some questions of this kind, which, 
if adhered to, will be productive of good. Se¬ 
ven or ton years have sometimes been wasted 
in these disputes, and tbe fatal bow and hat¬ 
chet has often been the sad arbiter of these 
boundary q[n%rrels. THeir instruments of war 
may he noticed. They ai-e the small batched 
the bow and arrow,—tbe arrow is sometimes 
poisoned; fire-arms are, I believe, very un- 
freqnent, Kiit they know the use of the match 
lock. They are, as we have-seen, pretty good 
marksmen, and do terrible execution with the 
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war-Tiatchet in tbe moment of exnitemeift and 
at close quarters. There are no details, how¬ 
ever, of battles fought or fields lost or won. 
The laurels have faded on the brow as soon as 
placed there: for here is no “ storied urn, nm 
animated bust,” or ministrel,or grave historiai^ 
or eloquent orator td perpetuate beyond the 
passing moment the bravery of the soldier, the 
glory of victoi^, or the disgrace of defeat. 
Discipline or science is hardly to be expected 
amongst these rude soldiers of the.mountains. 
Like the contentions of the artcients, their 
fights are frays, not battles; and perhaps, 
like the feats of Homer’s heroes, the whole 
may consist of a multitude of single combats, 
in which they murder each other without mer¬ 
cy. An affray of this kind latetv took place: 
several men were destroyed. When wo con¬ 
sider that these disputes are local, and few 
men engaged, the number in the ratio of the 
slain was very large, perhaps ertceeding 
some of the battles in modern Europe. 

1 have made a few inquiries respecting the 
government of this singular people ; it appears 
to be exceedingly simple, but adapted to their 
wants and circumstances. It has been observ¬ 
ed that several villages are situated near 
each other and are politically connected. 
Each of these villages has a man chosen’'* from 
amongst the rest to bear a kind of role a9 head 
of the village community. There is a person 
styled Malika, who bears a sort of sway, and 
connects the different villages of the same 
niutk, so that they sustain one social relation. 
These gentlemen are not always the most res¬ 
pectable for sobriety. Ram Malika above 
mentioned is an instance. This person is 
personally known to several of the Madras ar¬ 
my,and has rendered some little service to the 
Company’s cause, no doubt from the purest 
motives. The Raja of Ghumsora was nomi¬ 
nally at least, tbe superior lord of this 
part of Khundistan, who had a represen 
tative not always the most obedient, whose 
title was Dora Bisaye. If rfport does not 
belie them, these people of tbe moun¬ 
tains used to show their loyalty and attach¬ 
ment to their liege lord by robbing the train 
of the. Raja of such shinning baubles as 
they could find. They seldom paid him tri¬ 
bute—never in a regular way. An occasional 
present would sometimes be given, but this 
usually when a quarrel existed amongst them¬ 
selves to propitiate him and make him one of 
a party. The Ghumsora Raja, like other 
eastern princes, was in the habit of “ visiting 
his people.” He usually paid a visit to the bills 
once a year. It was on thhse occasions that 
the Khnnds are said to have robbed the Raja 
train. The government of this people is very 
primitive,—someUiing like the system adopt¬ 
ed by king Alfred. The word Malika signi¬ 
fies one responsible in whose charge are ottiers. 
The defect appears tq be that thdpower or in¬ 
clination or both, is often wanting to enforce 
tbe penalties of the law. There are, no doubt, 
some common laws or nsagis amongst them, 
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for how could a community be held'together 
without? Still it is the strongest arm bears 
rulp, and force is often the arbiter of right and 
wrong. Our intercourse with the Kbauds is 
so recent, and the medium of communication 
so imperfect, that much, very much, is still 
in uncertainty. The statesman, the n^turniist 
and the Christian missionary will ffnd here¬ 
after many sources of information not yet 
openpd, and much to correct of the opinions 
already formed. 

• 

Poligamy appears to be practised to some 
extent amongst the Khunds, A man seeks a 
wife by a present at the hands of her parents, 
or tbe parents on each side settle the whole 
bosineiis. Sometimes a valuable consideration 
is given, such as a cow or some other valua¬ 
ble article, but in some cases nothing is given 
to the parents, and the presents arc simply 
gifts given by the bridegroom to the bride. 
The form of marriage is represented as exceed¬ 
ingly simple.’ After matters are finally set¬ 
tled, and the ceremony is to be performed, a 
per.son is selected, who in the presence of the 
young woman’s mother as a witness, places a 
string or thread round the necks of the young 
people, and pronounces them lawfully mar¬ 
ried. I have been-told singe leaving the hills 
that an iMreditary order of priests exists a- 
mongst the Khunds, and that they are very shy 
of the sahibs, and with reason, as they, no 
doubt, are the principal supporters of the hor¬ 
rible human sacrifices above described. The 
general impression is, that there are no priests 
excepting persons temporarily chosen for a 
peculiar occasion. • 

Adultery is said to be unknown ; and if a 
case occurred it would instantly involve the 
death of the guilty parties. It is remarkable 
that no temple is found through all this coun¬ 
try, and, unlike th^poople of the plains, who 
dedicate the largest*and most substantial 
huilding iii the town to idolatry, there is here 
no building dedicated to tbe service of any 
deity. Thus it has been usual to describo 
this country us “ a land without temples or 
priests.” 

• • 

Wlralcver ceremonies are performed take 
place in the open air amongst the assembled 
multitudes. The places of sacrifice before 
described are solitary and retired spots,— 
sometimes amidst dense jungles. They 'are 
so dreqped as never to be visited on common 
occafiions. The ghosts of the sacrificed victims 
are supposed to haunt these places like fairies 
in German romances. Thus every district has, 
like the hunted banks of the Rhine, its sprites 
and demons watching ever matikind for evil 
or good. 

The character of the people has been be¬ 
fore hinted at. It is variously described. 
Somh, sajf* the Khunds are remarkable for 
honesty ; others, again, say that they ^e ar¬ 
rant thieves. Perhaps these dffefRm points 
of view, or to different persons, may al Aetrne. 
They are not remarkably honest,‘if tile atory 
of their robbing tho Ghumsora ]^a be true. 


* Some say the office i| hereditary. 
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Amongst'sarh a people Robiuhood’s ntaxim 
is sure to prevail.— , 

The pood old nilp. the simple pleti. » 

'That he should take who has the power, 

And he should keep who can. 

The laWof theft, as explained to me, is this. 
If >011 find a man actually stealing in your 
bouse, yon may kill him ; but if the things are 
actually taken away, and the thief is discover¬ 
ed, the crime only involves restitntion, which 
is made by selling or otherwise disposing of 
the offender’s property. This business is set¬ 
tled at a village council, which appears to be 
the only court of judicature known bore. 

The custom of burning the dead prevails 
to a great extent, few being.bnried excepting 
infants or sacrified victims. They are very 
tenacious of carrying away the dead. 
Whilst engaged with our troops during the 
late disturbance, they always, if'possible, car- 
ried^way tbeirdead companions. 

The Khund langnage is different to any of 
the sarrounding dialects. It is not possible 
to say much about it. It is not Oriya, Tai- 
linga, or Hindnstapi, or any thing like these 
languages. It it entirety unwritten not a letter, 
not a character representing sound is amongst 
them: ovory thing is tliererore trusted to tlie 
vague and uncertain reports of memory. The 
proclamations of Government during the in¬ 
surrection written in the Oriya character, but 
in the Khund language, when read to them, 
appeared to be pretty well understood. 

A circumstance occurred daring my stay in 
the bills which illustrates the primitTve cha¬ 
racter of these people. The collector very 
kindly took me to see a part of the country 
where the ravages of war* had not reacheSf 
I here saw the people in their natural state, 
unsuspicious of Europeans, for they had con¬ 
tinued quiet duriugtlieinsarrection. Whilst 
tliere, we heard a considerable altercation 
amongst the people of the village ; and on in¬ 
quiry into the cause of the dispute, we found 
it w&s respecting offering a goat to the collec¬ 
tor. They said it was a shame for the Raja of 
the country—meaning the collector—to pay 
them a visit and not to offer him a goat. That 
a goat ought to be furnishpd, all agreed; but 
how and when to furnish the goat, was not so 
easily settled. After leaving the place the 
people came running ^er us, and we ^und 
the matter had been irettlcd. The goat was 
brought and laid at the great man’s feet. 
.Being refused,,it was again brought in the 
evening to the tent, bnt what was its fate ulti¬ 
mately I know not. There was not a tliongbt 
of presenting silver or gold, but simply Ue 
fliits of their flocks. 

• 

The birds are the same generally in these 
moanta^riinas in the sarrounding plains. The 
parrotuipiuch.smaller than that I haye usu¬ 
ally SM. The peacock is rather large. 
TigerS) leppords, pantherus and beam are 


numerbus. One instance of the boldness of 
these creatures may not bo amiss. Two goats 
were sleeping within thejimits of one of the 
camps ; it was not later than seven in the 
ucning, and they were both taken away, 

several kinds of musical instroments are 
found here. There is an instrument made of 
reed or bamboo, and something in the shape 
of the harp, upon which it is said, the natives 
play with considerable effect. 1 heard an 
attempt made,to play 'upon one of them, but 
the noise was not agreeable. They have also 
the native drum or tomtom, a kind of martial 
music with them as with ns : a gong was also 
used by the leaders of the insurrection to call 
the people together on an emergency. They 
are now nearly all dead ; some have Rillcn in 
battle ; others, more unfortunate, have fallen 
by ibv hands of the executioner. Dora 
Bisayc, so often mentioned of late, is still 
at large, if not already destroyed by tigers or 
famine. Bahabalindra, corrupted by us into 
Babalundar and Babalundar, another cliief, 
was a man who obtained Vlistinction by mur¬ 
der and treachery. A person being obnoxious 
to the Ghnmsora Raja he was asked to take 
him off; upon this going into the hills where 
the obnoxious person lived in search of lii.si 
victim, he attached himself to him, and serv¬ 
ed him six months, still like a true savage 
concealing his purpose and waiting an op- 
purtnnity to efl'ect his object. At length, 
being alone with bis victim, he struck off 
his bead, and taking it all streaming with 
blood to the Raja, he received as a reward 
the sounding title abovenamed, the meaning 
of which is, king of great strength. He was 
banged at Nuaguam. Rallyar Sing, a man 
of Gullery, who headed the party that mur- 
dered y»e two young officers, Bromley and 
Gibbon, was executed at his native town. 
These with a few more persons from the 
Oliamsora people, induced the miserable sa¬ 
vages before described to talce up arms against 
the British Go^^ernm^nt. Nothing but the 
most shameless misrepresentation, as it 
respects thd real power of the Company, 
could ever have induced these people tu try 
so dangerous and, as it has turned out for 
them, fatal an experiment. The oommence- 
mentof hostilities with the Khnnds was the 
unprovoked attack upon the party escorting 
the Raja’s family. Previous to this they 
always had been treated as a neutral people. 
It is remarkable that the leaders before men> 
tioned, and who excited the Khunds to insur¬ 
rection, were not themselves Khnnds but 
Origas. The aggregsiott was their own, bnt 
they have paid awfully dear for their inter- ■ 
forenoe in the Ghnmsora affair, and the severe 
chastisement^ they have received will not 
soon be forgotteh; and this generation I 
should think must pass away ere we see ano¬ 
ther Khnnd war, or befiire the British troops 
will have again to ascend the ghats to quell 
an insarrection. 

CAninan*Oi«erver,] W. BftoWMt ■ 




We bear that the Merclmiits and other* n«s8 and the strictest iin|iartiaJity, ^nd cer- 
engas^ed in the Opium trade are about to ap> tainly the trade at large may ooui^lain that 
ply to Government for some relief from their the Board has never enforced its threateoed 
onerous piirnhasos of this year. Grounding penalties. But we douiit whether the mer- , 
their application upon thehidalgeaoe accord • <diants on the spot have not rather encouraged 
cd last week to Mr. Cohen, who was let off the gambling speculations of those who are 
altogether by the eancelment of his purohasesi, now defaulters, by advancing almost to the 
and therdiy relieved from a loss ofat'least fail value on their purchases, and thus ona- 
200 rupees per ohest, they solicit a reduo- bling them to speculate heavily without aa> 
tion in price and a corresponding refund on pitai. The profits of former jears have en>' 
the ehests that have been exported or paid oonraged this gambling spirit, and the capi* 
for in foil, to the extent of the difference be-’ talists are now suffering either by over-ad- 
tween the prices of the lots at the three first vances or by having had their own purchases 
sales and the average prices of the dune sale, made dearer by the competition of persons 
They conceive that those who have faithfully who never had the means of paying a loss, 
performed their ensragemenls, and this in Whether the government yields to the present 
some cases at great inconvenience, are enti- request or nftt, it appears certain that tho 
tied to quite as mnoh consideration as a de- whole system of sales most be reformed,.and 
fanitcr; and that they also have a good plea that whatever conditions are pnhlished most 
for asking for the sanoe reduction on tho be strictly enforced for the future. If the 
Opium shipped,as on what remains in the go- opinin of the season were advertised for sale 
downs, because the China market has been not st the Company’s godowns, as salt now is, it 
only a losing one in the nnminnt prices cur woold^ put an end to thg present system of 
rent there since the beginning of the season, gambling. The wnole might indeed he pur- 
hiit ill fact there has been almost no Kale at abased up by a party possessing capital suffi- 
all, for Ixit very few chests of Opium gone on dsnl, but the same thing could be done at 
this year from Calcutta to China had been diS' the public'sales and tho government would 
posed of up to the date of the last accounts, aat suffer from such intervention; on the 
If this boon be granted, it will affect about contrary, it would only receive the amount 
1 1,000 chests, the abatement upon which will of the season so much the sooner.— Enyiisk- 
amount to about twenty two iakhs of rupees. »»«n, ,At/y 24. • 

—Calcutta Courier, July 19. - ■ 

Our remarks on the petition of the Opium 
The Courier mentions that theOpinip pur- purchasers have brought us several letters, 
chasers are about toapf^to government for which we should have noticed earlier, but as 
compensation to the extent of twenty-two we were informed that the petition was to be 
lakhs, nr in other words that the Opium Board rbad in council yesterday, we were unwilling to 
should take upon itself their losses «f this gay more whilst the cause was still sub jifSice. 
year. We think this an exeemlii glv fairpro- \s we suppose tho government has now come 
position, and one that the government cannot to a determination on the subject, we reply to 
liosltate for a moment to comply tvith,—pro- our correspondents by saying, that nothing in 
Vhied Mle purchasers 4igree to pay back the their letters has at all altered onr view of the 
profits of former years, otherwise it is clear request of the dealers to be relieved from their 
(he Board will always have to play with the ioii.ses at the expence of the revenue ; the only 
merchants the game of beads you win, tails I argument that we have heafd of their using, is 
lose. The ground, however, of the present the indulgence granted to Mr. Cohen, by not 
application is, as we are informed by the pressing him for the penaltios of his default. 
Courier, that Mr. Cohen, who proved a de- If every previous defaulter had been oompoil- 
faulter to a targe amount, has been let off. ed to pay strictly aocording tp tho terms of the 
We suppose ho tras let off, because be had saleanitteu indeed the petitioners would have 
nothing to pay; hut we do not hear that Iho had a plausible claim for the indulgence of 
Board refunded him any thiqg. The error which Mr Cohen’s case had afforded the first 
appears to have beui in. a loose system of precedent. Bat they knew perfeetty well that 
business in not oaasing the oonditioof of sates the Board^s .system of sales qtas a fast and 
to be strictly oomplied with. But are-there loose one, calculated tofavor the resident spe- 
anyof the presOnt appiioanti. who havo q^ot eulatocs, and when the hardship of uncertain- 
ocoasionaUy heiiefited by tho indalgeqoe ty towards distant capitalists was pointed out, 
Aus afforded^? If thcff hava not,, they tqay.. (he answer always was that the system work-' 
justly CQtttf^aHi of.pa|tialUythoy am; fairly edwellforigoveromeut. If so, it also worked 
to Uio, jTOard, ypa haye euppuraged nieq kell fbr the Calcutta ipeculators, and thore- 
* straw to run Up Prlo^ by ytipr.hcnlty, to rore we can see no reason why they iluwljl ex- 
JaJofy or youf' liodA-Bin 'lopidqffiero, and pect a pecuniary boon to the extent ot'^enty. 
therefore we ask fW toKbf, . A, mbltopbly Oan two lakhs of rupees or tbereabauts/on tha-i 
only be ihirly conddetod by iho tftdiitm open- very first ocoasioa that the system wofus tllfot 
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tliem. Wliat we tliink they might asbwiUi 
fairoess ie,that (he number of cheats of Opioio 
purchased by Mr. Calico should be withdra^^n 
from the sales Of (he present season. They 
•ay that this quantity Is thrownon a depressed 
market by the act of .governnient; but tbouKfa 
this is not strictly tho case, inasmuch ae the 
whole quantity of the season is not inorettsed 
by a change of purchasers, yet, as theeffeot of, 
this defaulter’s purchases in the first sale ipust 
have h^en to raise the price throagh the sea* 
son, it would not be too mtieh tq.eapeet thati 
the Board should counteraot thee Sect of their 
own vicious system so far, as to withdraw an i 
equal quantity. The effect on the coming 
year’s supply would not matter, asthequanti* 
ty being still unknown, markets oaonot be 
affected by the anticipated crop of 1837. No 
one could justly complain of such aa arrange¬ 
ment, and the hona fide purchasers would be 
certain, that tho whole China supply wbutd 
be this year reduced by Uiat qua^ty, of the 
effects of which on prices they now complain. 

More than this we think oaonot be reason¬ 
ably'asked, though, if the BengalOovernment, 
in that spirit of liberality for. which it has of 
late years been so pre-eminently distinguish¬ 
ed, should chuse to make the purchasers a pre¬ 
sent, we shall rejoice in our neighbours’ good 
fortune, hoping thaft some of thecrums of pub¬ 
lic bounty will one day or other fall to tho 
share of us poor editors, eitlier in the shape of 
inereased weight or reduced charge for the 
postage of our valuable lacubraUons,-;£np- 
lidumn, Avffugl 1. 


A rumour was prevalent yesterday mqtning, 
that tbe Government bad acquiesced in the 
. prayer of the Opium purchasers for % refund 
of the deposit of 30 per cent, on the last tale, 
and a oancelment thereof. We confess, we 
can soarooly give credit Ho suoh a deoisidn, 
involving as it does a I'eiinqoisbment of retre- 
nae'’to the amount of some 20 lakhs of rupees^ 
and looking aa we do to the exigencies of the 
state, under the plea of which titles are qnoa 
tioned and proprieties hitherto free are asses 
sed from one end of the country to the other. 

would not, however, be,mUanderstood in 
supposing we do not gtneereljr regret that any 
parties, be they who they may, .should have 
made an improvident bargain ; but as pnblio 
writers,regarding steadfastly the general weal, 
we must protest against any application of 
tbe resources of theoonntry to relieve (indivi- 
- doals from the ooaseqiicmses of their omtl acts. 
What are tbe facts? For several years, the 
traders in Opinm have reatised very lai^te 
bfoffts. This year they are exposed to loss, 
init why ? Betause in the face m a cent per 
eenb inorease prodootion, including Bfalira 
Opinm, smd'ia defiance of the stale el the 
China llsriceti and die disoouraf^ng advfees 
dn^ received; they ran tbe biddings jup fsd- 
Uffond tile limitB of all reasonabie'dbleiit^OD. 
We know not, ifi Government JwM..aose^. to 
jibe diB^'^f the p^itiimera, hoff Ihiy tuui. for 
nton^t hestiale fo refund to tbo^WdUrroofi 
|| differehtw hotweeBiM,.hdv4iiil1h^^ Id.,' 


tbe rates at which their advances on iadiga, 
ke., have valded ditrln'g the last two or three 
months. It isindeed'alleged, thatMr. Cohen’s 
(htrehases were canceled, because he had made 
deposit, and that therefore the persons who 
had complied with the conditions of tbe sale, 
ought not to be. put in n wbrse position than a 
defatilter. There is, however, this difference ; 
Mr. Cohen was considered the mere mooth- 
]»iece of sundry parties, *' without a local 
habitation” gnd almost ** without a name” or 
such as would have been of the slightest ‘ use 
to the Government in the realixation of the 
penalties incurred by breach of contract. We 
may assume, therefore, it was rather ** neees- 
sitjT than ” virtue” which oounietied the 
tiberaties of Mr. Cohen or rather bis clients 
I from their eugagements. How this necessity 
:arose is a qiiestion we humbly submit to the 
I Board of Unstoins, Salt and Opium for solu- 
licn. Blit in (lie case before us, the Govern¬ 
ment has touched the siller;” and we can 
imagine lio more oncomfortable countenance 
than that with which thesub-Treasuror receiv¬ 
ed the “ bookum” to refund. In Leadenball 
Street too, there will be “ weeping and 
gnashing of teeth”—when the accumulations 
of to years and half-balta squeezings are 
swept away at " one fell swoop. ’ 

. One argument we have beard mentioned is, 
that Mr. Cohen’s 900 chests will be thrown 
upon the market to the injury of the other 
parehasers. 

We do not, however, think there is mneh 
weight in it; for assuming the Government 
had proceeded with the resale (as wo think 
they ought in what better position would those 
purchasers have been? At ail events a sug¬ 
gestion ol oar moraing co*temporary to throw 
those '900 chests ii^ the next year’s sales 
might be adopted wdnout suoh serious objec¬ 
tion as we hold to exist against a refund of 
the deposits. One word more; we warn the 
Noble Lord at tlie head of the Government, 
that the respoo!.ibil]tyof this rumoured refund 
will be on Itis bead, and bis head only. The 
advice and snggestions of Secretaries will 
have ao force in the conclaves of Leadonlioti 
Street or at the Board of Controul.— Hurkaru 
Auyust 2 . 

Tbe rqmoqr of the GoverniUeut having com¬ 
plied with the petition of the O^iom purchas¬ 
ers for a refuna of tbe dppbsU jund oanoelment 
of the sale, to whiob we miudM yesterday, is, 
wewinderstand, preutatuire ; t>Ut the delay is 
ascribed to ai^inteoBon of maklug gpod to the 
.pdmhasersktull fbd sale# Btityrtfr, the differ* 
enee between tbeeuM naff; kblllBg price, with 
inten^t at sixper ee»t.'|iM 8nBapit, us soon as 
the latter shall btf’kiubilalndd;! IsiUky pnr- 
ehaserst ebusidemete Ginmnimset I Where is 
thifebensvbtQimefb end? If^hoseirbu have 
fattened cm proitl'l^r tfid lust ten 

yenrSrkiw thus^ckUevsi^kAlin Bib b<iiu|fqiienoes 
.of .one wEifipftfisulf jip|;.i(^ealute 

lOn the ex:ftH^n.«fship* 

iperi of,infill Uig 
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advunees, should they arrive at badfto.tho shippers of indigo and sil^ throngh 
market. With this preoedeot, vre do not see jliia Company’s advances, slion Id they arrive at 


hoMr an application dan-he refused. PO-. 
Army, you had no friends at Court to urra 
the repeal of the Half-batta orders—yon hu 
no interests in common with the influenIjRI 


t see liio Company's advances, siionld they arrive at 
Poor a*bad market?” 

“'’i¥ 1 will say at once, that if the Bengal 

"V Government was the sole dealer in the silk 
"*ii indigo produeed in Bengal;—if silk and 


advisers of Government; and your miserable indigo could only be parried to England for 
pittance was meroHess y cut down to starya- ,ale, and there was no market fur it else- 
tioD point. The wealthy « waddgw has bts whe.e ;-if Government sold, sijfc aod indigo 
lot cast in very differdnt colouis. Heads qr for that purpose ;-if on the arrival of silk and 
tails, he is sure to win, and deUghted are«we isdtgoin England they fonnd not merely a 
at his success. The good people at home on markjSt," but a sudden act of the King, 

hearing of those doings, will reasonably con- i^^s and Commons, which made it nearly 
elude, wo are suffenng from a plethora of impossible to land the articles in any part of 
wealth, and that there must be a large surplus Great Britain or Ireland ;-lf that act of the 
revenue over all the wants of the.country, 


King, Lords and Commons, had been preced- 


edueaiion, roads^ bridges, Ico. Bco* The effect «(] by honied declaration from lots of minis- 
of this magittieent Liberality upon the re- ters and influential members of the houses 
sources of the year will 1^ something like the ti„t go far from prohibiting the import of silk 
following:— " * and indigo, it was very desirable tbattherlu- 

Opinm pat np-for sale,...... Chets 17,000 ties on those articles should be lowered,—then. 

Sold,.... 9,0U0 I say, nnj^ those eircumstances,the Govern* 


Loss l\y the purchaser to be band of their breeches, and the buckles of their 

.ur *.waistooats.-if Ihey bad lid 41,763, 241 ru- 

Cost of 17,000 chests, say 300. ,gl,00,000 jjy ordi.naiy 


■lowing:— ' and indigo, it was verydesirabietbatthedu- 

pinm pat np-for sale,...... Chets 17,000 ties on those articles should be lowered,—then, 

>id..... 9,000 I say, nn^ those eircumstances,the Govern* 

-— ment of magal would act wisely ami honestly 

To.be burnt, we conclude, 8,000 to step in and save those who bad dealt with 

- it for silk and indigo from ruinous loss. 

chests on an average, If the speculators in opium bad raised tlioir 

J,500cacb,.... 1,3 5,00.00 jjjjg m n,e sale room till they were out of 

, I ^ . 'j breath and black in the faccyand burst the waist 

iss l\v the purchaser to be repaid band of their breeches, aud the buckles of their 


Revenue, 


[Hurkaru, Augml 3. 


To ike Editor of ihe Englishman. 


on no nivi 'fluctuations of the Opium market in China, [ 
ua,uu,uuu Imagine that Government would have looked 
^nonrin **® amaaing grin, such as Governments 
ifu.uu.iiw alone can give, at any petition from the spe- 
\ugv4i 3. oolators to be relieved from any portion, how¬ 
ever small, of their losses. But jvhen the 
Chinese Dragon, after pocketing his tail and ^ 
muftliDg his claws for about forty years, ail at' 


........ -... — g... - mulHiDg hiBClaws loraoout loriy years, an at 

Dear Sir,—The Hwrkaru no doubt fancies once c^es down with a fell swoop, tuclh, 
that it has made a proi^ious bit in idi Opium nails, tail, sting aod carcase, upon the Opium 
speculations of the piw two days. But, fie, market; I do see j'ery just cause why the state 
fie! as Capt. Narcissus Fribble hath it, one of the unhappy cri^shed ones, whom he has 
would really take the musing of th»t excel- lured within his grasp, should be fully and 
lent diurnal on the subject rathirfor the in-* failly considered by the only party which can 
cuhration of some royal mAf'chant” anxious afford them relief. And more esppeialiy 
to invest the amazing sum of four thousand should it be considered by the British Govern* 
rnpdbsin six chests of Opium, than for those ment, because it is by no means «n clear as 
of the intelligent and well iufurmed Bur- gin and water, that the blow is not indirectly- 
haru. aimed through the ribs of the unhappy Qptom 

In the first place it really would have been dealers at the Briti.di Governmiitit.eitherby tbo 
well If that excellent journal had .made itself Sonof Heaven on his own account, or on behoof 
acqnainted with the real objects of the peti- of *»'» mighty neighbour, for more of which 
tion presented to Government "by the Opium ’O® I**® 

merchants, of whioli it seems now to have Oug the Hurkm u has another thing, to “ daz- 
about as clear an idea as a Laplander has of surprise" rn an adcapianduin kind of 

pine-appIes. "OO*^ , appeal to some two hundred thonsand men, 

good a maxim as Look before you iea^ and averaging from five feet seven to six f^eet four, 
if be JEfiirkora woold only look at the Opium srhisfcers ad infinitum, three hundred 

petitian before c^ineaung on ^ socn a.pro- pfoces of artillery, and bombs, and rockets, 
ceeding would afford flwat oomfort to that ex- .bolls, and deviltries of all kinds without 
r^lieot journal a readers, sinee they yvoufd mitnber, which geutls-* assemblage the said 
then stand somo oliattoe of hnowiBg the rights Hurkarss la pleased totuosrophize as the “ Poor 
of tbings-^Bot. tbe*/fi(rkara /anofM. ik.ltaa Aairy,*’ “ Poor Arinf;*Tsay the Hurkaru “ yoa 
made aoiapiamng Mt whenit says ^ |ba^no'ffiends at onnrt to urge the repeal of 

" flBHMe who havo fattened Opinm pvnfiita the half-batta ordwss—yon had no interest in 
• for the last ten y eavs^ ai»tJMat|fHewo4 from' thb| bommon with tha tnflneotial ad n aat K A of Go- 
■ oilhiioqueneO of AffOutifortunaft^tift, mtty wO veroment; and foor miserable pitAnoe was 
not caloolfite o«rtb« uxtaniloftoiririaBltar ftTOr remorsvlesily out down tostafvatio^^iitt,^. 
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|\)ver to tiis tender mereiee nH tlialH oar ooptem*' 
pormrj4as ad vAtieed pJUaut tbe prppriet.j of ie« 
Ikiviuff the aiffc and iadiso .ttadera frosi iHe 
riltQ of exoii.ange wImoU Miej bave been corn- 
palled tP pay. as also hie suppucition pboat 
b^nipf the rennainipf Opiaip, otberwise ib»» 
jn p Cbinaman’s pipe ; bub we cannot aUoy;6- 
thef admit that ouj^oorrespendent has made 
oni a good ease in other reapeots, However, 
ip legard tp the ^eoulatora, we have already 
eapreseed onr o^nioa so freely that we do not 
oonsider it Ptcesisery to revert to the maUcr. 
If the argamenle^of SiLBX can do anything fur 
them athead-qnarlers we e.hall not regret the 
circumstancev thongh it may beeonti:ary to our 
anticipations.— Ewig-lithman, Auguit i. 

4 Correspondent of tlie' Euylithman, in a 


Now it is presumed that the “ Poor Army" 
is paid out of the revenues of the country, not 
for one year only but for every year. ^Btft 
what would the paymaster deserve, ilf, for tifa 
sake pf grasping an overgrown revenue' for 
os^'year, he destroyed tliat pf two or three 
years to come ? This is exactly hovir the ease, 
discnssec^ by the Hurkaru stgnds at a mere 
measure oPfinance. He who runs may repd 
If the exorbitant Opium revenue pf this yeajr 
be exacted to the last marvedie, and fiovera'? 
ment has now on its hands.ampio means for 
exacting it, what the devil deybu imagine 
will become of the revenue of the next two or 
three years ? “ We will supply it," cries the 
new house of Figginson, Bngginson, Tickle* 
man and Crowdry, who already want to buy at 
least four thousand rupees worth of the drug. 

Very likely, replies the financial seicretary,■, .. .,. , 4 - , . e 

but, In the meantime, let us preserve our old we copy, under the signature of 

purchasers, for the more competitors the bet-l^'**,®*? saved us the trouble of replying 

ter for the revenue, and a hundred and one ^ 

birds in the band are worth a buMirod and ‘’‘® shall tlicrc- 

two on the top of a mango tree. * lf®re merely notice a few striking circuin 


But now comes the last hit—when did the' 
Hurkgru find out that 8,000 chests of Opium 
have been sold and 8,000 remain unsold ? It 
is the Hurkaru not aware—(and if it be not 
aware then it is no newspaper, for a newspaper 
is bound to know evsry thin| and every bpdy on 
the face of the earth, and in London, and at 
Little Pedlington)—is it not aware that the 
whole investment has been sold? That upon 
all which has been cleared the revenue has 
been paid, and Ibat upon all which has not 
been cleared except 900 chests, the Board of 
Opium are known to bold deposits of 30 per 
cent, on Che sale price, or more than 25lukhs of 
rupees t If (he Opium reinainingin store-iaall 
resold to Figginson, Bugginson and «Ca. for 
jiu^ture than 800 rupees a chest, still avast 
revenue if .as secure to the public as if it were 
already in the coffers of the State. HnesnUit 
the f/urhuru know that no pnebaser had an" 
idea of cancelling his sale iu order that the 
opium might be burnt, but of eancelling it that 
the o|ffuni might be rttnold on terms of imiae* 
diate payment and exportation ? Dees not the 
Hurkaru, t sny, know these thing? If he does 
not why does he write anent yiein ? If he docs, 
why‘does he misrepresent facts and call upon 
the “ Poor Army?” Why. did lie not look at the 
petition ? Why did he not consait merchants t 
Why was lie not cootinuaily running back¬ 
wards and forwards between his own corner 
of Hare Street and the Exchange? -Wpy did 
be not appear with dishevelled, hair, a^ an 
agitated jacket in all the streets of the town ? 
Why did he not lose bis appetite ? If he did not 
do these things, 1 ask why he omitted such de¬ 
monstrations ah such a crisis, which would 
have been more proper and becoming than 
handing us over to tlio “ Poor Army ?” . 

Yonrs obediently. . 


stances in the manner in which it has been 
taken up by our contemporary. In order to 
make it appear that the boon solicited by the 
Opium merchants will involve, not the twenly- 
two thkiis of rupees at which we estimated it, 
but a very enormous sacrifice, reducing the 
revenue fromtwo orore and upwards net to on¬ 
ly thirtv-nine lakhs of rupees, the Hurkaru first 
eoneliider that all the Opium now in tliegu- 
dowus is (o fiurnrSecondly, the quantity 
shipped is eitiniated at 1300 rs. per chest, 
whereas the average of the lost cleared and 
shipped off, being principally those of the first 
sale, is about 1,600 r.s. per chest. Thirdly, 
the deduction to be made from the price paid 
by the shippers is pnt down at .300 rupees per 
chest, a Slim they liave never asked fur ; and 
lastly, fliecost of the^^ium to Government is 
charged about ten ihVlB more than the actual 
oost. It would have saved our .contemporary 
some trunbltt in the oalrulation, if he had su/i- 
the generosity of Government to have 
returned all the^hioney paid them this year for 
Opium, andno put u.p with a loss of some forty 
lakhs in.stoad of a gain of more than rive4iini .s 
the sum. His ingeneous statement reinind.s us 
of the waste of ingenuity so amiably displayed 
about two years ago In order to depreciate 
the credit of the Bank of Bengal. But no— 
whatever the fiinty nature of the HngluknMn's 
correspondent niay imagine—*' We fsays Hie 
Hftrkura) would, not, however, bo misunder¬ 
stood in supposing we do notsio.cerely regret 
that any parties, he they who they may, should 
have made an improvident bargsfln : but as 
public writers regarding steadfastly the gene¬ 
ral weal, we must protestin(aH»t »«y applica¬ 
tion of the resonroea of tho country to relievo 
individuals from ermsequehoes of their 


CaleuttUf Augusta, 


SILEX. 


Our correSpoodetit Bilex foils fool “Of 4he 
j^urkrrftt^piWB ipeenlations, whiohV itthis 
tllHnioi# are likely to he as untnceeMfiH ns 
ofHhe morekastf. We wiiltogly deiivor 


own acts. „ „ . v 

Here is a deeiaTSdioo^tiiat our eontempora- 
ry has ■•me ^diSetS Of oodipassinn i but iilas I 
the iemrests of tkenountry 1 Uie dwtiw of a 
public writer ! compel bim to protest, against 
any attemiit t« relieve-tlim distressed partif'^. 
Did these dttties and tiieM iatereski etaud in 
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. the way of his advoeating oomm^roial 

iiriHfl of the old time onder embarrasaotents at* 
so of titeir own oreation in tliesaRie sense f 
Has he not lately juaiided that mdasitre ? Did 
, these duties and these public interests tankey 
him deaf to the complaints of the poor Zentinw 
dnrs of the 24>Pergannabs, when their very 
reasonable petitions for a partial remission of 
the arrears due by them was negatived by the 
Dovernment last year? In those instances the 
Hurkura was the advocate of the distressed. 
D^/iyhas it changed its polorsnow*?* The Hur¬ 
kura affects to regret the improvident’bargains 
of the buyers of Opium, but won’t hear of the 
improvidence being relieved out of the purse 
of the sellers^ those who have profited by that 
improvidence ! those who are thus acknow' 
ledged to have sold too dear I But the case is 
not entirely a matter of option : the Govern- 
men! cannot reckon upon realizing the Nomi¬ 
nal amount of the sales. The Opium remain¬ 
ing in the godowns amounts to about a crore 
of rupees, and there must be more defaulters 
if the sale prices are insisted upon. Would 
the Hurkura approve of the principle of deal¬ 
ing rigorously with all the men of substance, 
the good customers of Govern ment, and letting 
off the men of straw ? To be sure this would 
he a levelling system, for it would tend to re¬ 
duce the funner to the condition of the latter. 
—Calcutta Courier, August 4. . , 


To THE Editor of the Bengal Hukkaru. 

Dear Sir,— Without having the slightest 
pecuniary or personal interest in the question, 
1 have been anxiously expecting the decision 
of Government on the .appeal, which it has 
lately received from certain speculators in 
Opium, and whose hopes of success aippear 
to be founded rather oiw the weakness and 
indecision, than on the liberality and 
•straight forwardne.«is which ought in a pecu¬ 
liar degree to characterize tli« operatfons of 
Government. .1 am not prepar|pl to say that. 
Government, like the DukS; of Newcastle, 
“ has right to do what it likes willi itsown;’’ 
blit it does appear somewhat singular that 
what is on the tip of the tongue of every other 
person, should have escaped the penetration 
of the advisers of Government. It is no 
easy matter for a Commercial Government to 
be justly generous, and as a general principle 
(unless it can distinctly see the end and re¬ 
sult of its generosity) it should never attempt 
to be .so. Ills pei fectfy notorious that there 
is more of risk and more of downright gam¬ 
bling in the Opium than in.any other descrip¬ 
tion of trade i and it is fpmewhat curious 
with tite knowledge of this fadt, that the pro¬ 
per autliorilles have not been hole to suggest 
to Government some means by wkieh ,ti>ey 
might be saved from total loss on a pardb'aw^ 
neglecting to fntffl the oondttiqps of. qtalo'. 
Some 15 or 30 per cefu^paid down when. the. 
bid is taken, might bf siifBeieot; no private, 
estabtisbment wonid tuhyeet itself; to snoh 
fobf*b play. The ttnoad' ^ahou|dera of,Govern- 
meat are atone eapable^ .^l toNttiDf 


l^rUiep i hot took at the positive miaeliief and 
Injdstioe oreated bjr'such a system, and then 
nay* whether a oomplianoe with the requisi¬ 
tion %f the petitioners would subject the Go¬ 
vernment less to a charge of weakness than 
of wickedoesa. A, may have been a regular 
and honest onitomer of Government for the 
lastSOyears, sometimes losing and gpmrtimes 
gaining on his purchases, but always pocket- 
ting his toss ah'd selling promptly ; and in 
oonsdqoence of the depreciation of the value 
of the drug in the China market being, a heavy 
-loser on bis purchases at the last three sales t 
he, however,, buoys himself up with the idea 
that things Acme seen their worst and attends 
the last sale with the hope (and if all had 
been, as it oughtto have been, his hope was 
only reasonable), that he might be able to 
.continue his trade, and effect purchases at a 
prioe, which might in some degree compen¬ 
sate for his former tosses ; his object is to buy 
cheap. Tbpre is,.however, another patty, 
who we cali%,•who still is a holder of opium 
purchased at the three sales, and whose in¬ 
terest it is to maintain prices. These parties 
having opposite interests meet in the sale 
room. A, laughing in his sleeve, knowing to¬ 
lerably well that B had gone petty well the 
“ whole hog,” or in other words, had run the 
full length of bis lethor. I Rave now brought 
you into the auction room, and remember, 1 do 
not tell you that what next took place was with 
the privity or connivance of B; but I do say, 
it was admirably oalculatcd to further his 
interests, do disgnst poor A, and to humbug, 
and sacrifice the Government. A gentleman 
who afterwards deoiaros himself a ganper, 
comes forward and bids away beyond what 
A thinks it prudent to give, and sufficiently 
high to swtistiy B ; now if it had not been for 
the intervention of this party, bow different 
would have been the position of A and B. A 
might have pnrohasRd at about 1,300 rs. per 
effest, to which pric^ B. (unless he could 
Imve mustered m re coin) must have sAbmit- 
ted for the tots held by him. 

The Government ought to consider, that it 
is possible for a party in the situation of B, 
(not daring to appear in the transaction hipi- 
self) to employ a broker or any underling 
in his oflico to bid up the price of Opium, 
without having the slightest notion of com¬ 
plying with the conditions of sale, and then 
(for people arc not always so modest as the 
OoverniBent appear to think them) submit a 
welt wR'itten memorial begging that they may 
be put in thosame pesition as the said bro¬ 
ket or underling. This, Mr. Editor, is indeed 
a new way to pay old debts! 

Yours obediently, 

HuFJbaru, A uy. 4.] L. 


- The «G’w>‘kor« says, w,itb reference to onr 
yesterday’s remarks upon the Opium petition, 
that we do “ not understand what is«id|qt by 
arguing a matter on its principle”—whim re-, 
mark is a fioessp of our contomporarj^o ge^ 
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rid of a «ery n|)iexample wo prod.«red «gainiik,t 
liim, which SfiUBXt who has taken np the oud-^j 
gels for tt»Ju onr owa oolaians to-day, fsheei 


well i^tne. The prittcipU was exacts %6e4the Idol of the wom9»,-^ny. 
aaoie io both cases, « priopipte of mhH^aux. 

^twiiat sort of principle i$ this of tbh, Jf«e- 
karu, that, because Qoverttniient oppressed ihe 
semindaM, they ooglit to Oppress the merr* 
chants—becaase one pppeai bas beei|. faaraliiy 
dealt with, another oupAt to be treated ip. .t,he 
same manner—becaase oae judgment has*bim 
wrong, all jndgments miyfif to ^ wrong*'fotthe 
sake of oonsistenoy ?. 

The pressnre apph the Qpiam'merobants 
thIU the labre serereiy,^beoause it comes.opai] 
them at a time when tjie severe mercantile 
pressure in Bngland has impelled ibi tide waye 
to all parts of the world. But tlie extent of 
the financial inconvenience now experienced 
Ibis partlcolar trade will be better anderstood 
by comparison with last year—a year when 
the Banks were overflowing with money which 
they did not know what tip do with. In 1836, 
by the 1st AOgust, there bad been shipped off 
11,7:28 chests of Opium,, leaving but a few 
hundred chests in the godow1is,and the amount 
thereof at 1300 rupees, aaorage was abont 
lakhs of rupees; but of this sum 36k 
lakhs may he said to have been paid for by the 
returns to that exien't received from China by 
the middle of June, leaving, only a-capital of 
114 still engaged in Opium, or say 120 lakhs 
inoloding the chests paid for and remaining 
in the godowns. This year ihe quantity ship¬ 
ped up to the 1st of August, thc^h very much 
less, namely, 8310 chests, hgVfiittg, cost -xbout 
1600 rdpees upon an average, has absorbed 
133 lakhs and no returns are yet recei^^ 
there being even stiil a oonaiderableu4}uadt»^i 
of last year’s Opium nnsuti' at Idatip, 
we afe informed the sum actually paid up for’ 
efsared Opium, a large p,>rtioo of wbiclt- 
mains in godown, is l^^ lakhs, besides a dh- 
positof 30 percent, paid upon unclear^.lota 
to the extent of about one crore. So that the 
capital thus invested, inutimfof eemparittive 
embarrattpunt in taker tradee, ,is' about 181 
lakhs; 6i lakhs more than last year* wiihTO 
iakbs remaining to be paid jip I 

When it is oonsidered also, ihatfrom Malwa 
nearly 20,000 chests of Opium have this year 
gone to Bombay and tibont 4,()00 to. Demaqn 
(nearly all shipped off), and that Malwa Is ex¬ 
pected to supply full ebestp next sea¬ 

son, according, to the most recent' ab^unts, 
the perspective Is really appalling to fhbse 
who purchased heavily this year kttheCal- 
OUtta sale,s.—Chlrtdtt Courier, Aug. 5. 


In reply to. eertcdn uhtervAtionsin tiie course 
of last night, this worthy incamaidoa of a frag¬ 
ment of pubito'opinion,—^beautiful asKrisiuia, 


the Editor of the Csleutte (hnerier. ■■ - 
BiMk is painful to see an indtvidn 

.^l of tbe.ligt’Aant’rage and retpeotability atill 
JlenDdering Abont so dolorously in^ thu^imter 
of the Opium .iftiusiino. Pmy put thim right, 
'hfU wk^'.^bat 4riicpny due to ngenaA tenora- 
^Inpt&erly-. ■ . V 

^Itogb eidiiifiiimift,‘airi hoMM 


** The great argument advanced in favor of 
the rescission is, that the loss on these con¬ 
tracts is not occasioned by any ordinary fiue- 
tuations or other contingencies of trade, bot a 
sodden, nnexpected, and despotic act, of a 
foreign power, which cloSes a foreign market. 
New in thedrst plaoe, this is deficient, ns re¬ 
gard! the iait ppi am sale, in the grand' and 
indispensable reqnisiteof truth: It was just 
as well known how the matter of prohibition 
stood then, when these parties were so eager 
to buy;^ as new, when they soppHoato to be re¬ 
leased from tbeir bargain." 

Now this is a flounder of very oonsiderable 
magakude.. The Opium dealers do not sup¬ 
plicate to be released from their porohases at 
the last Opium sale, but to have some relief 
with respect to the three first when the bid¬ 
dings were made under a delusion created and 
fostered by tlie fox-like proceedings of that 
old dragon the Chinese Governmeut. 

That the parties were not so eager to buy at 
the June Sale, is sufficiently evident from the 
prices as compared with those of the tiiree 
first sales. The ffur&arubas of course consult¬ 
ed the record of prices before pronouncing Hint 
tim parties were as eager to buy after the acts 
of the Chinese Government were known as 
before they were known. If that excellent 
paper has consulted the prices of the several 
sales, tt has done so to very little purpose. If 
be; she, 01 it (I never know the gender of a 
newspaper) has not consulted them, tliu sooner 
be, she, or it does sotjie better. 

But there is another flounder, to which I 
fhlokibe Hurkaru’s attention should, in the 
most delicate manner in the world, be called. 
She says— 

V The instanee the Courier puls is a most 
unhappy one fer his argument. He says that 
we recomfqpndod relief to the zemindars ; to 
bo sure we did, they dt<t not gamble w,ith the 
elements. But does not the Cewrier perceive 
bow grossly inconsistent it would be in a Go¬ 
vernment to incur great loss in order to relieve 
from Uie consequences of their own folly and 
avarice, a set speeulators; when H refused 
relief to its own tenants, or subjoets, which¬ 
ever they choose to call thum f 

Now, to my mind, gambiiiDg with the elements 
was exactly %httt the Zemindars did do. They 
a^eed to pay a certam tfiivaryiag apnual rent 
or tax for eTee, rain orAo rsdU,,drought or no 
d rought; j n ahaerioii nr, po' imandation. They 
played at bowls with ibe sun and moon, as 
Bayes bath it, and ifthey somotimes lost, yet 
t fancy, they wure^refty eonslderable winners 
in ihe Idenr rueii ' Stilt they, gambled with the 
dlenieiiBi,, and rids-vi4e Bie eonditinn on which 
thfw'Jriiwed H»e' great'gamb “ Beggar my 
Ni^j^dar*’ n;»h Ooferifinenf. Bat I mast be 

rimfr oatlThitd that6fthe fypihm speculators; 
onlcftl Itci^ 6fl prfltiWr'that Si'o acts of- a 
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Foreif^n power prevented them fropi mVkisg jfcnprl^e anfl tfrtiunf of a foreign* delipot, 
good their engagoments wHh the BrilUh Oo>/c|Cpioat whieh thetradeni with Chinp had no 
vorninent. If tire Burmeae 1iad ravaged tbq ns^na ef proteetlng themsetvea. Whatevhir 
24-PerguDnali8 with fire and: award id 1825,1 be tlaa iiFeigfatof Ihiaargdeaent in vases where 
much question whetaer for that year the it were appiiefible, onfortilnately it does not 
vernmeut would have made no abatement ro bear in the least db the iiresdttt ease, owing 


\iu demands upon thd eemindars. Bui fioon* 
der the- third is tjie worst of alb It ia a posi¬ 
tive dive with snortv splash, fisHfig and whirl¬ 
pool. How does the Hwharu reconoile her 
present line of arguinent with her .tdvooaoy ef 
relief being accorded by GoverhoiMrt to the 
Coniineroial Leviathans of old—-who were ees- 
barrasaed by no son of Heaven ? Who were 
obfuscated by no Chinese Dragon T Alas t aTas ! 

“ Hearts are not dint, and flint ia reat"— 

and this kraken of flounders in the old Har- 
Itaru, draws tears even from the eyes of 

SILBk. 

Calcutta, 5lh August 1837. 


The daily papers have been of-cupied dur¬ 
ing the past week, in disoiissions relating 
to various local subjects, one of the most im¬ 
portant of which arises out of the application 
made to Government, by the purchasers at 
the last Opium sale, to be relieved from their 
bargain. It is rumoured, that the Government 
intend to comply with this extraordinary re¬ 
quest ; and if so wo cannot but think that it 
will act, not only inconsistently with itself, 
and the general coarse of its practice, but 
' inconsistently with those sound principles of| 
aUmiiiistrative Government, which alone 
should form the rule of action by which 
statesman should be guided. A member of 
Government, is, if we.may bo allowed the 
comparison, placed in respeot of Such occa¬ 
sions, in a situation very similar to a nKmber 
of the publio press; however much he may. 
regret the losses of a mercantile friend, he is| 
not at liberty, to permit his private feeHtigs toj 
influence bis view of a great pfibUc question. 
W*e will not say that oocasioiss may not hap¬ 
pen, wherein it may be expedient,^or necessa¬ 
ry fur,a Government to exercise a dispensing 
power, and oancel an agreement with itself 
which would become ruinous to the party 
contracting with it; but snoh oooasions mast 
be of very peouiiar oharaeter; tbecireum- 
stances of the ease must be very much In fa¬ 
vor of the applicant for relief; and he must 
come into the Council Chamber with perfectly 
clean hands. The question Ihen i8,.is the 
present an occasion rthat .falls witliiq this 
description? The onus of proving that itpis,^ 
of course lies npou the putyr seeltlqg relea#e 
froip his engagement; an,d what hkve the advo¬ 
cates for the relief alleged In Ihtorn'f snoh na 
act of beisefioendc on the .part oF the Oorera-' 
Dient? Allthat they say is the. sloppi^ 
qf the sale of Qpittm io Ctiina» ti. nn eoa^oni, 
or qrdinary ea^Ity pf eomaMrog j ttq«nn|h|- 

f ;eqoy which oMilqrmnght tnAane hean tnken. 
nto the neasidetaupn nf the pareltasecA 
afl o.ne ef the ordinary ,ri»ka,^qf nrMe| .itmai^ 
Hiey allege^ a eude^n, noeafedM And entinn- 
ig anfqiMien 4Mi| the 


to the simple fact that the purchasers of 
Opium at the fllst Government eafe, were 
jui^ as well aware of the state of affairs i|i 
|Ghiga, relative to the Opium trade,'as they 
are at this moment. We remarked on the 
occasion of the last Opium .sale, whe'b the 
streets in the neiglrboarbood of tile Exchange 
were absolutely blocked up with the carriages 
of the ehger competitors for purchases, that it 
seemed ecs though they had eaten of the 
insane root,or at least swallowed some large 
qaantity of the oblivious drug they were con¬ 
tending for ; and it would seem that although 
we were sneered atfor'so sajring by the Eng- 
tubman, vfo were on very good grounds fur 
our observation, lii the face of'the Chinese 
interdictioiii, mi interdiotion which bad indeed 
existed at the time of the preceding sale ; in 
the faee of a total stagnation of the trade ; 
and with the knowledge of the consequent 
low prices in China, these bold speculators 
choose to run up prices to an exorbitant pitch, 
and when they come to uoql upon It, they set 
about begging and entreatingthe Government 
to depart from its customary mode of dbing 
business, and to throw op a good bargain on 
the ground that they had acted very foolishly. 
—Haruld, Aity. 6. 


Oar alleged flounderjngs io the matter of 
I Opium, have procured some vei^ market atten¬ 
tion from a person sadly aSIicte J with a scrib¬ 
bling oafloethes, and who calls himself Silmc ; 
on Friday he was most ponderously facetious 
in the Englishman jnd on Saturday he ba^s 
oj|#l in the Courist in'rather happier style. We 
are naiorally curious Ibout the identity of so' 
industrious a porsunage. ' * 

Now SiLBX means Flint and Funt means a 
tailor—see the history of the wars »f the two 
Pactions the Flints and the Duns in Guiociar-’ . 
dini, and Ricliasd Peake's histories. jFhe 
oheval de bataiile of a tailor is a goose, and 
to give the He to the proverb, that a'tailor’s 
goose can never fly, behold Silbx, the tailor, 
mounted on a goose for his pegasos, has flit¬ 
ted from the Er^Ushman, and plumped down 
diT th^ goose's common, the space in the 
C»ur»r assigned to tts-taleittdd and numerous 
borrespoadents. W.e eangraialate Silex -on 
his now locality* in which we leave'him to re¬ 
joice in the laurels which be has gained by his 
able andjudioioas defence ofHlie conductor 
the great Government opiom monopolist to¬ 
wards itn great opium dealers and speculators. 
The question is one after ail of very barrow 
oompaSB and affcotlhf' the interest of every 
•iiiallhbot%t the smne time tR/fseatim pordoR 
of the ooumuaity-‘ Government will probably 
nenoede to thepvayet of their petiHsw *CeB> 
spiting expediency, and. its own imag|i«d ld« 
tefMtfl* Goreiipn«st will exUbM itsejr itindiy 
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ontisidoriAa Aiid-itiagnanimoujily generooi, 
liavioff a wuryeye to'itsown«id?anUi|fe, bothals 
rtg«rd« IM i^resent and the future, it will lyit 
iuiditetk tie performance of contraete iaiirtiaay 
nui^at the risk of Hading no purohaiert foi! 
opluu) at future aalee, and itf so doing wtH, ire 
believe, comply with the wisbee, and ndnede 
to the vfows developed. by the petitienOre. 
With onr uanai honesty, wbleii in these degiv: 
aerate days is oalted want of taot, tre vetttdr-’ 
ed to insinuate, in the most delieate and plea¬ 
sant way that oeeurred* tons, that, ae long as 
opium was a.irtafketable drug,isoio«g would 
it find purchasers ; and without wishing to ruin 
any man or eet of tnen, we also .ventured 
to state that the opium speouiatoraf bad’ no 
better ease, than any other set of speenlators, 
whose calculations had been defeated by ad^ 
ventitioits ciroumstaoccs, and that whatever 


of the speeulatiorts be'is endeavouring to prd> 
I'^eet, and'tlie aeeuraey of DtsMean's striotures. 

is In 1836, he says, about 12,000 phests of 
i'pium were sold at an average of Ire., 
tl^ returns Cor a porUon of which have not 
yet been received. Thed why did speoaia- 
tors offer 1,300 .a 1,600 rs. where 17,000 
chests were declared for sale here ; and frmn 
16 to 20,000 .chests • expected from Malwa, 
and when it,was knowu the. con.«nniption in 
China had never exceeded 22,000 chests at 
the very utmost' In fact, the Malwa opium 
has been as staunch a friend to the princi¬ 
ples'of free trade as the French and English 
smugglers of silk and spirits have proved at 
home; and for the Government or its pet 
purchasers to expect to keep up monopoly 
pHces, is idle and visionary. 


might he the couiwe suggested by es-pedisney, 

docum'ent addressed to the 
factory, intimating an intention to 


NO case, whereupon is set up the lopg howl of; 
S/Lsx, mother Goose and Co,; and the gentle 
Cout'ier, most discreetly Valiant, iaterposes 
his shield of hloUing paper to pi^oct the in¬ 
terests of.tile inflaitetiai -few, against the 
chance of the Gove rnment monopolist, working 
out a principle, instead of oooeeediDg to the 
exigencies of expediency. The Courter in so 
doing is wise'^nd'^ discreet withal. But we 
nevertheless never said that because Govern* 
spent refused relief to the Zemindars, therefore 
tliey ought to refuse it to the jspiam merchants, 
or ^at because one judgment was wrong ail 
others ought to bo so for consistency. This 
pretty piece of logic, which is put into our 
mouths l^y the Courier, is vastly creditable to 
bis.ingenuity no doubt, only we happened ti 
say nothing of the sort. Ony observations 
went simply to this. TheGovernraent'laagbed 
at^he petition of the Zemindars, because they 
thought it their interest so to do; they treated 
the A.rmy after the same fashion, from a similar, 
motive; and they now change their conduct in 
theiastaoceinquestionCsupposiogthe ohange«| 
to take place) becauseit is theirsupposed inter¬ 
est so to do, i. e. beeause the iofluential class 
of persons^whose interests nre affected, have 
had the skill, or tbg power, or the good fortune, 
to convince Governmeot, tivat the course of 
expedienny and generosity, is the best course 
to realise the most revenue from the opium. 
Thus shewing as clearly as possible, tiiat 
Ooverument is most ooRsifteotiy inconsistent; 
only we also add ;tbat it is apparently better' 
to be a capitalist speculating tnepiu^, than 
an inundation Zemindar, or a regiment vat a 
halt-baUa staticn, a propositioR >«.hioh no 
body can d^. . 


'"ISowe^er, oaf correspondent, niAMOito, has 
sepoiMded, so thoroughly mae-adamised both 
tbojtpAl ief bawcho and the lametftAtiohi of\ 
our >‘w<)njxdUh eotemporary;" -that 'we liaVe 
ren^ gdihe not 6f oarway to notiee^the staff, 
(i«^ Fi^wiokimt wnse of eourle,) ^61'the 

. Sglivday's leaffw; ,'t>r the .. 

of hiA gnuiro. 

Irfaots,' tMttpi from 
whliflr' ■■'iStwe' 


deadly fively 
fiwt there ate 
l)ii{|ft}te*i ‘ ovi; 
tbo sh|Rt^ 


We challenge sitax to the production of any 

Eoglish 
legalize 

the admission of opium on payment of a duty; 
and until he does produce such a document, 
the dragon, and hi.s tail, and his claws,” are 
t>oi et pralerta nihil,” In truth, wo conced¬ 
ed much more than was necessary in limit¬ 
ing the knowledge of the stale of affairs in 
China to the last sale. It was clear as the 
son at noon-da^, that nothing was settled in 
December, and half tiie edicts ushered into 
existence with flourish of trumpet and drum, 
turned out to be forgeries.— Hurkaru, viny. 7. 


The Hurfmra, and its tail, the Bengal Herald, 
and its correspondent Diamond, we may fair¬ 
ly consider as one champion, tria juncta in 
uno—vta say nothing about their identityr They 
(which of them it matters not) defend the aid 
given by Government to certain agency bouses 
of old, noi because the said agency bouses were 
not brought into distress by their own acts, 
but because Government lost nothing by it in 
the end—a very,pretty argiiuient indeed ! yet 
when it Is argued that an act Of liiierality to¬ 
wards the Cpium merchants will but be a no¬ 
minal sacrilicc, that argument is met by the 
necessity of npiiotdiog a' principle ! They ad¬ 
mit that occasions may happen: 

Wherein it may be expedient or -necessary 
for a Government - to exercise a dispensing 
power and cancel an agreement with itself 
which wonid becoibtie ruinous to tlie pmiy con¬ 
tracting with it; but snob Occasions must be 
of %very peculiar olmraoter ; the oireum- 
stances of the ease most be very meeli ln favor 
of the applioant for relief t and be must come 
into the Council Chambrnwiili ^p«t{eetly clear 
.hsiuds/' V 


' The eaxe of die present npploants will beat 
all tbeae.'tenta.i;,lt di peeuliar t lit Isoue so 
mueh to Cxyor of the applicants, as to involve 
the laitorest df fbf GofMAasetit too on their 
side; t|Mi'>hpptiewiis appoar with perfeotty 
efeanftauds. W bmportSMi toe, id respeetto 
the magaitffdeof the Hbteroits. ipvoliwd, 'em- 
tiet it to ipeotal ooitt^raMbh, opda the same 
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principle in dial pariieiilnr, m tire case of tlivjfl«,ems6M»e« “ili'«S4df»«tIenMin”atyoMr uaee- 
oid Calcuita ag;enRy houses witen they aHked/raipooioui djeiajaisw o>f tbnir fi^iaree of •panplb 
for relief and received it, and the case of ihwanj^Hsaros of «Aloalali®»> I will reliere thnni 
great 4meriean hno'^es in L-mdon, wtien tkcii fromethe *»drtiflo4lio» of iiogiect being.in « 
appealed to die Bank of England with eriuajp beueveJent mood^ and wilt endeavour to test 
success. In all these cases the prayer of tin the value of tire one by f»ftt 4 ,aad the other by 


petitioners has lieen'a oonfesaion of iulpru* 
denne; but in none of them, except in this 
of the Opfuni tncruhants, has there been also 
the strong plea, that the party, petitioned is 
only, nsked to give back the ovotfdn# of his 
bargain, In which alode the ln\pi*udeneet' con 
sisted. To snv that people should sutler by 
their own folly is a fair abstrast prinBlplo; 
but that the Government should chuckle at the 
fniliesofiu own people, and glory la having 
fleeced the community by selling its goods for 
vDioro than they are worth, is rather a new prfn 
ripic in political economy, which perhaps might 
find admirers in'Persia, but surely not in an 
admirer of tito Jacksoniau tenderness for the 
ioiersts of the contributors of revenue rather 
than of the revenue itself. 

But, says our Cerberus opponent, the petiti 
oners were a set of fools, tliuir plea all moon* 
shine, that they were deceived by an expecta¬ 
tion at the beginning of the season that the 
Opinin trade would be legalized in China. A 
minister did urge the iuea.sure very strongly 
and a coiniuissiuu of enquiry was appoiuted 
in consequence ; but there was no official in¬ 
timation that (he thing was actually done. 
tVhat would they say at the London Stock 
Exchange of such reasoning as this, whore 
every whisper moves th'e market? Peace was 
not made at the Battle of Waterloo, hut consols 
did not wait the consummation of the victory. 
So (ho Chinese Minister’s report raised the 
price of Opiu.n l^to200 Dollars at Canton, 
uud could any one suppose prices woujd rule 
here at the former standard in the face of tJiat 
rise? Slowly and unwillingly the'delusive 
hope has been abandoned as the season ad¬ 
vanced, aud when the Juno sale took place, it 
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was hut feebly entertained by^ %\ e most san- if. 

■'.A ^ . laiAMjia* AF vltA ViAArnvft r III thA nAWArrAriAr 


4ibe tottchstone of our old friend Cocker. 

Sttex after asserting that tbe rniadbrs yoii 
aHuded to quo ad thn petition to goveramellt 
fronathe opium purchasers, were inoorreeil^ 
butwiselyrAirktap all proof thereofi ahfaongfi' 
(he petition was probably under hU nose at Ito' 
time, proceeds to admit that “ if tbe Bengal 
vernmeirt was the sole dealer in silk and iiidigo, 
produced in Bengal—if silk and indigo coatd 
only be difried to England for sale and there 
was no market for it elewhere—if Govern*, 
nient sold Silk and Indigo for that purpose 
—if on ihe arrival of Silk and Indigo in 
Engiund they found not merely a ^'bad 
market,” but a sudden act of the King, Lords 
and Commons, wbicli made it merely impos¬ 
sible to laud (lie articles in any part of Great 
Britain and .Ireland—if that act of tbe King, 
Lords and Commons bad been preceded by 
a honied deolaratiou from lolsof ministers and 
influential niombera of the houses, that so 
far from proliibiting the import of Silk and 
Indigo, it was very desirabie tbe duties on 
these articles shotald be lowered ; then, I spy, 
the Government of Bengal woi^d act 
wisely and honestly to step in^ and save thofn 
who had dealt with it for Silk and Indigo 
from ruinous lose, “ Now this is very pretty 
writing; but it is all romance. There is no 
more analogy between such sopposed con¬ 
dition of the Silk and Indigo trade and the 
actual opium trade, than there is between 
a iiorse-chesnut and a cbesnot-horse. When 
did the*Chiaa “King, Lqrds and Commons,” 
ever admit opium ? When did they intimate 
any intention to admit it? When for the last 
“Torty years” has tie trade been other than con- 
traband, more orless Aiceptibleof evasion acw 


guine. But then another motive was in action 
to support prices here. The noiasrous bazar 
buyers at the diiee.first sales, were so deeply, 
in for it, that they conceived their only chauep 
of salvation wmi to bid up the sale, .intending 
all the while not to pay a rupee for the lots 
they nomioally.bought, but merely, (o keep the 
regular trader from underselling them here or 
in Cihna as long as they could. This truly was 
gambling; but it was not the oonduet of the 
bonk fide and even with respect to tliose mer- 
cbanUwbo played it, tbe gtmte was eitcus^e 
under, thoeircumstanoaa in wMeh they were 
placed, and warranted too by Corlaev ezampVes 
of relief wl^en found a losing gtJtte,.as wo shall 
shew to-morrow .—Calewtta Courier, AvguttT. 


To THe EnitOA OFWUB BCflUAL I^RKAkbr 

Sir,— tlid faoe^&sness Silbx akd l^laf 

ehrymbsUy of tbe Editor of the 

^nclip and the; QtiigsdahE Ihb o^tiiit.8peea«.^ 

iptors, hn«n ■«Ape^«i»«ul .ii«d.apr]e|y>^ 

a,t your itgndii; find tbey.vwaght tp lioQsider 


bleness of theVioerbys? In the newspaper, 
and the piivate letters from Canton; received 
in Calcutta before tJieflrst sale of (be season, 
it was stated that no oflicial declaration ba^ 
been received by*English Factory to pu^ the 
trade on a nilTerent tooling, and all that the 
sperdlators could rely upon as authorising 
any expectation of the kind, was a report to 
tbe Emperor, on the state of the trade, and its 
effse|a on the country, interlarded with suoh 
” ^onlpd” epithets, as ” iron-headed old rnt 
and nbslinate «dd diog.” it l« true, that report 
recpminended the atthstitulkin of an Import 
duty in place of the prohibitory system \ hut 
what man qf sense would have at once jnmped i 
to the boablusion that tbe wp«rt would beap- 
proyed at Pekiq. Qy.baye attached any 
weightto tbei^ousiUBdiU|i^ an,e romonrs circula- 
ilng by the goiqdpa pf titq bongs ? or have rp- 
gnlated his pafcluMea'n|i tbe faith of sochairjr 
aotltings.*S(i.ax vrouTd have the ” greenhornig 
to believe the” Chinese Dragon had ^en 
but a “ suckiagdove*' daring our” fi<u|vjreiis” 
intereourse; and that 1837 was ti^ Stt year 
H.he came doput ftUh a fell awoop, oiiili, 
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taiiiitiBSSiidcMtiMe on tli9 opiwn nnwket.’\hnf« fioeo sold ^od 8.000 ooiold,** nnd if jfiwi 
Hoto ngnia ijnannntion is aiofe f«rt|Je |jlon’t know* yon ougfit to know, you lnix»w, ywii 
tkw kisnonory is retentive. If ho will hnro &now, jron know ; and horeky know, that the 
tiin coodnesi to refer to ** extract latter in nta Whole insestment has beem sold. That; npon 
Sonrat Department from the Select Ooitfi ^11 which has been cleated, the revenue has/ 
jBittBe at Canton, to the Secret Committee been paid smdaponalfwbiohhnsnot been «lear-f 
of the Court of Directon, dated 21st* of ed except 200 cheats, the Board of Opium are' 


Seniet Department from the Select uonfi wnicn nas neen ciearea, me revenne lias 
JBittBe at Canton, to the Secret Committee been paid amdapoBalfwbiohhnsnot been «lear-j 
of the Court of Directon, dated 21st* of ed except 200 chests, the Board of Opium are' 
Nevemhbb 1821,” to ditto, ditto, ditto, da known to bold deposits of .20 per cent, on the 
fed27tb of Jnly, 1823, to ditto, ditto, ditto saleprioeor more than 26 lacs of rupees. But 
6tb of Febraary, J834, be will find “ teeth, this is “prttttofrinet/iti’'with a vengeance. The 
nails, tall.stinr. and oaroaae in pretty ooBsider-. whole argument tnmsupon not what has been 
abieaotivity, as Jonathan «ould,iMif, in those nomiitally soid,bttt wliat has been really paid 
daye. Butin pcdntoffaet, the ** awoop” for; and if the6ovm-nmenfrefund;as it is as* 
is rhbdomoQtade. Sales of Maiwa Opium are sorted they will, the deposit of M per cent 
reported to a large extent, interrupted onoa- upon the oneleared lots, then yon are not wrong, 
eionalty by dispotes, between nottlteitSDragon” Mr. Editor, in calling things by their rij^ht 
nnd.-tlMi “ Bat” bat between the Admiral and names, and dividing the supply of the year. 


reported to a large extent, interrupted o<ioa- upon the oneleared tots, then yon are not wrong, 
aionalty by dispotes, between nottit6#Dragon” Mr. Editor, in oailing things by their rij^ht 
and-tlMi''Bat” bat between the Admiral and names, and dividing the supply of the year, 
'Vipieroy,Ui I, respect of their shares of the inroapd numbers, into 9,000 sold and 8,000 
amaggiinff bribe ; and Bengal Opium would unsold ohests. Nor is your position Bflfeoted 
anil aUMi, Tf holders would or could afford to by the*future fate of the 8,000 cheats. Wbe* 


soU at rodooed prices. Iher be brunt or be thrown upon the next 

*..1 .Lf • r ,11. * . r, _ year’s sales, the effect upon the revenue will 

. ^r^7 **® much the same. Silex may improve bis lln- 

taehlas°^hM*^ha Mars'of'his talents by working the difference be- 

tween the proeeeds of 17,000 cliesU at 1,000 


half'batta clippings being colly turned into 
the pockets of “ his faithfol friends," who. 


rupees and 25,000 chests at 700 rupees per 
chest, which latter rate will be as much as 


*_b'^ai. _ r _ ^ X'iicrisba wiaiuii laxxvb laho witi uo na iis 

had they come reward « in forma pu«pm* Fj*^i„,on and Co. or S'ilex himself will deem 
*"• “*« to offer, wllh the conlingeney of 

hSaS 2 !» 0«>more chests going from Malwa. ^u resle, 
55HJ!>gWr«n?^« lam^learty of opinion, if the Government 


<« *b« 30 per cent, on the oneleared lots, 

pOrcliasers who have cleared and shipped will 

he entitled to an equvalent remission, and 
Chinsurah ofaeroot, ^a 1000 for a rnpee.) loolj « over-grown 

"Itif *reiygoodthiagtobebrott»Nia.lair. revenne” So much for Sancho, now for the 

To a very magojiceDt tlupM-t|iled iBuhaw.” Quixote of the Courier, who quarrels with 

« your Sgured statement. 

SiLEx, however, is fearful Pinch will get no 

l>ay at all next year, if the Odvernmegt do not 1st. He is against refunding more than 22 
refand, or make good the losess of the Opium lakhs, but what is sauce for the goose b 


he entitled to an equvalent remission, and 
then were are we to look for ihe “ over-grown 
revenue” So much for Sancho, now for the 
Quixote of the Courier, who quarrels with 
yonr figured statement. 


I>ay at all next year, if the Odvernmegt do not 1st. He is against refunding more than 22 
refand, or make good the losess of the Opium lakhs,, but what is sauce for the goose b 
pdrebasera; for “ unless we give fheoi back sauce for the gander,” and I adhere to the re- 
the money, they will have toone to hny opfqm mbslenhf 46 lakhs to those who have cleared 
witii in future ; and tbep what becomes of Ihv and shipped. Tlieir’s is an a priori case in the 
VevanUe ?’ This is eertaioiy a bright ideai In scale of claim. If Mr. Cohen, who deposited 
ordof to get purchasers at a wwiopoly pride, “ ail,” escapes, if Muddiebrains and Co. who 
vre most shell oatthemoneyodraelves, in other deposited 30 per oent, are permitted to receive 
words the Goverirmeat must buy' ib own Opi- itbaek, susaly there is no shadow of ground 
wm with its own fhpds; - But how long is this for refusing those unlucky wights who coni- 
flourlshing tfade' to onnilnue! 'llnquestion- pleted all their engagements to the Board, 
ably tb« new house of Figg1hHon, Bnggid8on, according to Quixote's own doctrine. 
TrekieiUan and Crodfy will be wise to keep “ Would yon,” says he, “ deal rigorously with 
their four fhousadd raphes lit their htoeohes' the men of substance and lot off the man of 
pocket as tight ax Hr. Cohen kept Mu depo* atrawf' 
alt monef, until the Uom|ietitien betwdeh the 
right hand and the left hand eeaae t and nlti- 
tna;^ 1 venture to gae«s thU'“ ffaand^ 8e- 
wretarv” wilMie bettor ipteased to sdu Flkgin- 


i2adly.'He oavili with your averiige sale 
) 8e-1 priaa « 1,60(1 rupees aod asserta it fs about 
l^gin-rU^ ru^s per chest. .1 find the- q'uuutity 


eretary” wlft^e bettor pleased to sdu Plggin- UfPQ rupees per cbest. 1 ffndthe q^uautity 
aim’s coli ^miBg foto bis eoffen’, than , bis at tbo;2.irsiJUtl»ito bous near as- possi- 
o#a‘'a»issBin|^'t^kwafd.^and forward; and blp, U^60 .ebestrBud the proeeeds In round 
X^rUM Aotoimwl,” not to pait at all with the uwmbors l,84,00J)00.r«|w«; ftotog an avemge 
Idttof,** fastblifd fist flnd^f suiting Ibis taUto, pf ahpnt 1662 per oheet, b«t as it does not ap- 
sj,«r»a8i‘.SiME|c says, “ a hnndred and one; birds P*" that more t]ma.2/QPO ohests were cleared 
(flu tltoj^iiM beiu^ worth, a houdtod laadtivd sit wd sbippad, andus thale was a large propor- 
ijuti^ Siwxlaptocossoffrdcttfieattou will Bon. oj Benares,'touemay atiote-to year in 
»0giTeuohaucato“Piiioh” of smokipf lm- ferepcf of t,b0O tupees ^eiiig about Uteuvor- 
^kaaiif..... uffoprfUt. v:^- , \ 

' Sitfcr upes enVnn'd dhtteke'ls at'havinii'jtot 
In a'a^nlar How ,Y»p 

mm} wLBditot,)* to: jrdu know ’9,) 


i^otnids. 


are, in « Piokpiek 
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very noft In not asikinff for wJwftver they cdti l/»»E ««CTtalil ibnr|Ui3t%iif «ttt •t tax •for«v«i| 
ret. f find no fault witli the “ askttte.” er »0’r*iB, firosfiiltyr ae dreogMt Iww- 

.|(iatioav«r aotaaitdfilMa'.’* That is, they toak- 
4thlr. Tlic estimatn you. have gi^n of tbM average grodaeeef a ttaaiber of yean aa4 

vcavtofa nhritt of Ot>iuin to Oovernment. isiadjnated Ae reat Aereby ; aod this iatlie 
Ihnrneont by the following eatraet of ,a letMr | first (tine I baveexer met with theauertioa 


ynthe Secret Deparfment, from Ae Court of 
Dirootors, dated Itth of Joiy Ifi^, Par. 42: 
** It appears also that in Behar and Benares 
yntir opium is produced at 300 rupees per 
r.liest, or perhaps less,” Now if ypu add pro¬ 
portion of the expenses of the Sloard/aiviy 
chargeable to opium and the salaries ofAgents 
and Deputy* Agents, the cost, I shonld plane«t 

perhaps something’' more than 300 rupees 
per chest, 

1 think I have disposed of his objections to 
yonr figured sislements. His argnments op 
the general principal may be ^s easily tamed] 
Where is the resemblance between a loan to 
Coniinereial Houses, secured on real property 
for beyond its amount, of which every rupee 
was repaid, principal and interest, and a gift 
for such is the character of the proposed re¬ 
fund ? Tn the one case the state loses nothing, 
in the other, all. Where is the anology be¬ 
tween the Zimidars of the 24-Per4tunnahs,^ 
** atUeriptigleba'* as it were, and unavoidably' 
exposed to the vicissitudes of seasons, and 
voluntary speculators, who run a muck” 
on the most shadowy ground in an artfcle ol' 
most capricious and nncertain tendency? The 
one sulTcrcd from causes beyond their con¬ 
trol ; the other, with their eyes open, from 
causes in constant operation, and which they 
could have calculated as closely as Messrs. 
Figginson and Co. did, and who kept Aeir 
4,000 rupees in their pockets. 

As to the value of the opinmin Uiegodowns, 
T gnes.s, the Courier's estimate is above Vhat it 
would bring at a bona fide sale, unbolstered 
by the sub-monopoly system, which, like its 
- brother of the Salt department,, seemf likely 
to end in much the'saroe inannor,affLrding ano¬ 
ther illustration of the eiingbtened views 
which guided our Indian economists in fos- 
tering»tbcs 0 now notarious failures. 

I am,'Sir, yours obediently, 

Hurh. Aug. 7.] OtkMOND. 

To THB Editor or thb Bengal Horkard. 

A writer who rejoices to nUer nonsenee and 
balderdash throngh Ae coliimne of Ae Oeu- 
ritr and JE'nglMAman, under Ae sigimtoigB of 
SiLBX, says that Ae opinra dealers do not 
supplicate to be rdeased from their pnroha* 
SOS at Ae Isst opium sale. It pay be so'; bat 
why, I would ask, do not the d^ere in the 
drag pnblish Aeir petition ? wb Aonid not 
then fall into mistakes nboot what Aey do 
ask for. For.my parf; I cannot eoaseat’to 
take Aeword ofSviex upon tffot point. 
However, Silex says, tbdt the poor Zonun., 



proves hit owb assertlbn. They ng^reed to 


Aat striking an average is gambllM. Ao» 
cording to Silsk, a man who Pkes nmratfiar 
14 years and agrees to pay rent neeordiip to 
the peerage of 14 previons years, '* p^S 
at faowle wiA the sun and moon." Calen^ 
ling opoB ail.average crop, is gambling wtA' 
the etements. This, which Ae Cimritr jealfii 
pushing an example well home," 1 bkll 
nonsense. 

The Zemindars were Ae Company’s tenants 
who had anstained loss in oonsoquence of the 
ant of Ood ; the opium specolators snsteined 
Ins,- in eonaeqoenee of their own folly ; Ae 
former Government refuse to relieve; the 
latter we are told they will relieve. This, 

1 apprehend, is clearly reversing principles. 

Yonrs obediently, 

August 6, 1837. MACADAM. . 

llhid. 

Our remarks on AeOpingi petition brought 
us so many letters, we could easily see Aat 
the subject interested a large class of out 
readers. We intended to have returned to it, 
but were deterred by observing the bitter spi¬ 
rit with wfaieb it was treated in the eulnuuM 
of a oontemporary journal. Our notions on 
these matters are, to argue principles and to 
spare individuals, in all such eases^ nnlesn 
any person is so ’ brought before Ae pubUe 
that It becomes the duty of a journalist to 
animadvert upon bis proeeedings. There mrui 
nothing in the circumstances relative to Ae 
prosent petition could call for harsh or 
malioious aliasions. Tho dealers, smarUng 
under Aeir losses, nafuroliy mough applied* 
ItoAe only quarter from which they oonld 
derive assistance. We.do opt happen to agreo 
with tliose who think Aat the revepue will ho 
benefitted either proaimateiy or renotetj bp 
giving back lothe parebaserssometwentj-two 
or Aree lakhs 0f rupees, but Aat opinion 
might be expressed without Arsatening Ah 
local Government with Ae displeasnro of Ao 
Court of Directors, or shewing Ae mest Jn- 
tenao desire to intercept Ae strham of liberality 
wfaiob the petiUoness are anxiously expeeh* 
iftg. We were at no loss to divine the ionree 
of Ae bitter feeling whieh animates the ffnr^ 
Awn's Imtders on this subject, as it has dene 
for Ae last jdx months n^n ail commercial 
snbjeets. where Caiontta interosta eould be 
damaged by its raniarics. ThOfe is an old fa¬ 
ble of the Ion who had lost, his tail and who 
tried to persuade nil other foxes to come into 
the fashion of docks. Our fox is not ootoeBted 
with presnaslon, but is trying to chop off tails, 
whedever ho can hit Aem, forgetting, we Ojj^ro, 
Aat some of his-neighboars have teeth M well 
tails. We should not, however, have iMe aw 
further remarks upon the subject, h^wq oqs 
observed in ycifterday’s Iturhmt, inKhaalSidto 
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too 'piafh Mmistaken, tbat the *Boarr|to aueli extant, that a^ short ifiterrals of years 
•f Opinio #»re faided in their «leei8iao.oitithere «ras sure to Im a break down in Uio 
hhb pdti^oli by inflaential individuals, ojr iaf trade. Petitions went up to Gurernmenl co 


^ttier trerds, that they wereindoeed taobin- 
onit a breach of their pnblio dtttjr bv irome 
abbfive which may be gitiessed at. ’ We think 


Mfe^ing min and begging for Some relief. Did 
Mhe Government “ eott#»t<ntfy with itself and 
ran general eon'rse of its practice" deny re- 


this is a style of attack which ougiit'lbt be potjlief? Fa'rf^lpnt it. In Jdiy i8jS2 GoverrrneMt 
rfoirn. ii*d thbogii the members of the Board. .. . . 

■wili nndoabtedly despise ft; it is not the jess 
reprehensible, because the writer miut ^ther 
Jcaowthat his oharce is utterly nntbanded, or 
iia mast know notiilng of tbo .aabjeot. that he 
has .QisdecMfcen to write nipoh. We believe 
■that tbeiSoard in their recommendation, have 
acted upon the most complete and unbiassed 
eonrietioo that they were consoltibg the in* 
tIsmatB of the revenue, and thoogh 'we may not 
’quite agree in their views; we abonid as soon 
have thonght of charging'them with a traitori* 

«as conspiracy to blow up Government House 
eta a'ball night, as of attributing to them sinis¬ 
ter or sordid 'motives in their decision. Kci- 
therde wc beHeve that the writer who rejoices 
in theharmoaioos nom de guerre of Muggins 
has any serious belief in the atrocious aocu- 
aa'^ons which he insinuates. He is like ahoy 
thinwing stones in a crowd, pretty sure that 
he will do a mischief to somebody. The warn 
leg once giVen to | similar ofiead,er might per¬ 
haps be repeated with effect on this occasion 
“ take care that you do not hit your father.” 

More may be bit than those the stone is thrown 
at, but the spirit of misobiel cares not, so that 
somebody goes off Uiaping. We could speak 
plainer, but we migtit only give currency to 
noeusations which, if neglepted, will soon 
jeave 90 other impression . tb^ that of the 
i^otent malice of their author apd the egre¬ 
gious ‘ folly of their .publisher.— J^ngliehman, 

9. ' 


The -Herald sajv, thatcif tii« Goveram^nt 
should grant the request of the Opium mes- 
'obaots, ** it will act inconsist with itself dad | 
the general coarse of its praetlee.” To meet! 
thisassertion, we might inslaneetbe coitces- 
aionamade in 1827, when twelvo lakhs of 
rupees were refunded upon Opium sold with¬ 
out guaraffteeapoumuaters as well Mgwtlified 
ceriiheates exhibited, but flartht it toomi to 
be really had and therefoiie-aff di^prectatetl by 
ihe Chinese. Oovflmoteat did right'in anting 
liberally in the oaset but their liberality was 
no more than juatioe;)^ end « preevdemt, We 
will, however, take a: view of their ^f praeliee" 
in another 'department •tuder.-tb 0 'aami^l|oard, 
the o'tber great lIattopoiy.-4SsLT. Here is an 
wrtlcle of hoiqe ooiaumption unlyr iisweH «s 
'ibf domestic production. NoObimMo cdictv, 
'm 'forelgu politics interfere with etther, the 
the demand. -W-eH: like .the biib 
}a}t,<till the beginniag of btst ydas;. whs 
tntba'liiffheat bidder at perisKlioai safN, 
tbeie:;wsrh bold ^onoe a Hmirtih.- The 
lahtity put m tras fixed onee a*feat,tmid 
[Ulated ***odard ot eonauntptini] 

»vcn.Uie sea]Kilis..likd.- no inftaenee itpon .tiie 
^oautiiypflt was ino exeuse for 

^ver-tdhding,;. 1^^ .what docs experience tell 
i tti? CoMptmtloh notwithstanding, Uas.carrted 


gaVe''up one rupee per maun'd upon ail the 
@alt of the two preceding sates, allowing the 
buyers the option of filrfeiting one rupee per 
mauiid to cancel thoir .bargains— 01 which 
option Rami'u^ton MulUck, the sub-moiinpn- 
list, whose spectilfttions bad done all the mis¬ 
chief and who ibdividaally deserved no rkvor, 
took advantage by paying down eleven lakiw 
forfeit at once. But two years afterwards, 
namely, in 1634, Governtneat again yielded to 
the prayers of the Salt luorohants, and gave 
thorn pack eight aenas per inaiitid. Again, in 
183r, a similar ooaoession of eight annas was 
made, and another, in 16,33. Are lliesa broad 
facts already forgotten ! or is it desired to 
keep them from the knowledge and out 01 
view of the present Governor-General I Let 
the llurhiru look back to its editoriaKs of 
those days—they breathe no anxiety to deter 
the Government from interfering. On the last 
occasion the Hurkaruspoke of the indiitgenee 
asked, as “ only a remt.ssion of eight annas a 
tnaon'd.” Those eight anna remissions c 0 .st 
Government only some eight or ten lakhs on 
each oooasion. Consistency is praisc-worllit 
in a newspaper’—the'* leadbrof public opi¬ 
nion"—as well as in the changing government 
of a natiooi— Calcutta Courier, August 9, 


The Englishman the other day, cosiiUin|: 
his o^vn praetioe, aeensed ns of having taken 
advantage of .the index to Adam Smith’s work, 
to enable us to find a passage applicable to 
the qnostion of whether toils are taxes or no ; 
to-day we will supply him with a quotation 
from that work, which be probably will find 
not less applicable to its object, than the pass¬ 
age we last oiled ; and althoogh the index 
wiii never help him to discover it in Adam 
^niith, it may be found, and we donhl not 
that some good natnred friend will enable the 
Englisntnan to' verify our quotation, to his 
complete satisfaction and perfect graiifi’ea- 
lion. 

“ A puppy fewne open its 4am, and a spa¬ 
niel endeavours by a thousand attractions to 
engage the attenUdn of its master #h0 is at 
dinner, whdn it wdnts te be fdd Ify him. Man 
sotndtiaies uses the same'ttrt with nls hr'e- 
tbteti, and ttvben he has .no ’dtber ‘mean's of 
ebgagiagfbem'lo'tifetHncot’dtttg to bis 'iitclina* 
Utms, endeavon'ri^ by 'eVel^ iMirtllfn and'fhvrh- 
iirg attetitlbn tbhbtaih ihebrgbod U^HI. 

That AdnmSmitt is Ooireet ia this rensask, 
wiU not, wo'Ulunk,. huGispated, mUd,. indeed, 
it is tadniMtnbly dilpstiaiiid 'iby tbe.unuteier in 
which the as goes tliu OpikBi ques¬ 

tion. Longing -to adopt the epnostt ’Side 
of the - ai^meaifto otir^wn^' 
party reoihmknded to -addirt ourl 
goment by ifitrse he'date "'not'dliobey; he 
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(f pajblio mon. were, not amenable io pablio 
opinjpn,—we afiOiuld;.. hnve little ebanoe of 
[ev&ii obtaininic re(ir«S:i for the wrongs inflioted 
by-''pg\yer; and.aaiottjf thofo Wrongs we hold 
and iiayo over held the batf'balta order to be 
tl[e first and' foremost in till* conntrjr. Our 
I only iiielhod. ho ean iiit upon, in iiu oontemporary, lipwever, the Editor of the 
Vigonies, is to say nothing on t'l# aiftiiuient, iary C'Areww/fl,, sees in tho -roi«ntf*of somo 
and to pour oat a torrent of serilons abuse 24 taUlip according to one rumonr -and 45 
of ourselves. Heaven kelp the poor animal, lakhs aaenrding to another, nothing bat a 
his balking and snarling can harm no body, doubt “ wimther the revenue will be benefit- 
and m ly atford him some reUerySo if it sun ted proximately or remotely,” and is siientmn 
the taste of his readers; lot 1»im give them the more important point, whether if Uieto bo 


n\.1iibiU the ludicroiise dilemmi of ‘4ilam 
S iiitli's spaniel, between two m isters, whom 
he is 0 "|iinl'ly desirous of pleasing, and equal¬ 
ly rocirftil of offending, and who each bid bin 
go to opposit corners,. In this cleft stick, w^ 
\li.ive (he Englishman, wriggling and writhing 
','anJ tho only meUiod, ho can iiit upon, in bis 


funds to spare, justice to the army oufiit not 
t'p precede generosity to the Opium purchasers. 
ISutoaV candid, temperate, sweet (as opposed 
to bitter) friend, is in a dilemma. He. has 

- j .- , . , Siibscriber.s and supporters on both sides of 

position, that relief to tho^genoy houses ^du-1" jl,g que.stion, and. reckless of principles and 

iudifieient to truth himself, his ludiorous 


yintafcm su^of his foul language. 

Bnt the Courier, standing alone,—<for stMX I 
hai fairly shewn a clear pair of keels, and run 
away from tho fight) the Courier, calls oor| 


foredfrom relief to the Opium speculators, ... . .. .. 

because Government lost nothing-by the former j jg pjpjj Ijj,, (in-ough the 


in the end, “ a very pretty agument indeed; 
and upon this point wo perfectly agree with 
our contemporary, and glad are we to take 
leave of the Courier on such good terms. 


contlicting interests with the least chance of 
ipjury to hi^v p ><:ket. Hence hi.s wary and 
he.sitating steps, as if on a pilgrimage to 
iVIecca with peas in his shoes, or walking 
; among eggs, where the cracking of a shell 
may spoil a chicken.” 

As to bis allusions on our treatment of oom- 


Uut wo may indulge in a laugh at the ex¬ 
pense of the “ Englishman” whose sitnation 

i.s really pitiable. He has had, it seems, naatiy ... ... 

letters on the opium qaestions, by winch he niercistl affairs generally, Iso will find, if we are 
logically enongh infers, “it is matter of interesi i,(,t much mistaken, that his own injudicious 
to a largo class of his readers; but he pas not nretaphors of “ bladders and bunds” on a 
returned to it, because “ he has observed the fornner occasion, and his present ouari patron- 
bitter spirit with which it has been treated ^ge “ of the stream oNiberalily,” have caused 
by a contemporary journal.’ the only damage; for the whole tone and tenor 

» wnttAM oiA ” liA ssvs “f <>»»• argoments, both on the Company’s ad- 

‘ Our vanees and on tho petition of the 0^>iamspe- 

P iiniaaa anv oerson is MO onlators has been the high and liealfhy state 

brouiit boLe the public tha/it^hecomes the of the mercantile system generally, which in 
nrougiii woioro iiio H „„„n iii« our opinion did not require or authorise any 

-PI-''»?““ «-<■ 

case in question. Are public sales of Opium, |,e may, with a tail w 

on certain conditions, ^ g^lhout one. is quite inapplicable, therefore, 

thocised officers ofQoyeriiinent,matters of bub-discussions ; and as fur -teeth, o« 
lie import or not! If among W friend" shaUflnd, on fittingoeoaSion, our bite. 

there is one stipulating for a P^M samelliiag worse tiian oar bark. Our • corres- 

cent, on each lot when knocked down ; ‘M pondeat, Muaoixs, can Tight his own hiit- 
subseqaently turns out that no-dopoxil wasLj^. and we give no opinion on liis letter; 
made; and that the repstered purchaser vvhatsays our cotemporary on the remarks 

his fingers at those whose duty yt was to liaveK^^j^^ the Eliief Justice in his eAraot 
teen It paid, wo beg to ask. If such ^ 1'*® AgraUkhhar yesterday i-^HurAera, 


fraud is to be passed over, sub sUenltio, by. a 
jonriialist because bis remarks may possibly 
toueli funotionaries of high degree and influ¬ 
ence ; The management of tho Opium unieB is 
from first to lasta matter of pttbli®oon®«i'o, and 
as suchwe shall continue io treat it, wbelthor 
“ Sitex” or softer materials wince or not^B 
der our observations, if the tluties they are so 
lavishly paid to perform, be, in our Ofunibn, 
satisfactorily diisebarged, Vfo fopsitt too, (hat 
the sufferers by the half-balta 'ot4Srs Sid not 
meet, from some oause or Other, (be sympa¬ 
thies of Boards aod Eecrofarlet ( but that Oon- 
iideration will notdOtef us at*'lili eVOtts frOm 
the advoeaoy of ihsi'r olalnit in proMbne'e'fo 
tlmse of Opiflm simoutatov^ ' / ' , 

. But, fays our I* tfiso FiiwssM'b^esmporary, 
^h‘ts itylo .of attaok bw< deuoH." 

_ X iff !s Ji - . /ff Is. _ _ - 


August 10. 

Whenever the Uur^ru is driven into a cor¬ 
ner, be ooinplains Of foul langnage. He says 
thaf-jrt have pOnred out '* a torrent of scurri- 
fous abnw” of him in our remarks apoa his 
mode Oftredting the ^pium petition. We re¬ 
fer It to'impartial readers'to decide on which 
stdq there has been eith er the n or abase of fou I 
fihsgange. 'Wbbliav parodied the name of a res- 
peotable native merchant- with such a term as 
Sogue-or-'itot-eheni!'? Whohasacensed ptiblio 
[officers of bribery, and th® purchasers of a con¬ 
spiracy to defraud the revenue? Not the 
EngEshman certainly.'- -If this besoacrill^y our 
contemporary must look fur it in hia|0}rh oo- 
tOrans,—in those obtumns where the, names pf 
ladies are nomore sparod th^ thosq^Tjpabtio 


Yes, and if it could bapatrd(Hrp,-''*ir .4the acts servants or mefebanu. 
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Ab4 i» sapport of thin, the grpnd »ty<e pi 
coDtroc0iiy,.t4« Bwkaru iediepoeed to 
aod ciypat hdown ifyoocnn.” We «*y,^e 
paUUo oan, and will put it down,, by ebetvmR 
their.extreme oontompt for the joaroal wliioh 
adopts It. It is not by lami»niiBf tbefale of 
the “ poor army” that the Hurkmru iHH retard 
his own.» ,The army are quite capable of ap¬ 
preciating the motive of hi^ sadden sympatliy 
for their neglected state, and will, if it be poa* 
sible, return him a tenfold portion of tiieir 
contempt. But the Buriaru ls« not satisfied 
with soorriUty; he has r^ooarse to the most 
pitiable falsebt^d, in order to remove from 
himself a little pf the odium which he has so 
justly inourred. HesaySrthe EnyUikmaain 
oommanded to adopt our line of argument hy 
those he dares not disobey,” We beg of this 
unblushing editor to name the parties who 
commanded os, or at least his authority for the 
assertion. If he cannot, and we defy liitn to 
the proof,—for no living being has any power 
over the free expression of our thoughts,—he 
most be contented to remain the fonl-mohthed 
asaertorof a groundless caiomny. It is hot 
one in addition to the many with which his 
columns are daily aiorned, and it would be 
hard indeed, when the most inolTensive are 
wantonly attacked, if we who expose tiie ma¬ 
lice should escape/ But the BTuribaritis only 
doing his dnty ; he cannot pass over the neg' 
loot or fraud of a pnblie funetionary “ of high 
degree and influence." Then why not speak 
out at the time?—if he knew the Board of 
Opram to be guilty of preferences in the sales 
why not say so ? Why not bring forward a 
complaint on behalf of those who have bben 
injnredf Becanss he knew he bad not a 
ebarge that be could substantiate. It is very 
eaM to insinnate tbat a quid pro quo has been 
received, or that certain iiiHaential individuals 
have received especial favors, and this we 
euppose is doing the dot/ of a public jovfr- 
jnstist. When we pointed nut the faulty sys¬ 
tem now in use, urged that it should be amend-* 
ed, and shewed that the strict system was the 
only just system of-managing the pnblio sales, 
the Hurkai^u gave us no support; he did not 
take the smallest nbtied of the subject ; but 
now;, because we reprehend his calumnies, he 
says that the Enyluhmau is afraid to speak 
out, and that it was commanded to adopt hi* 
line of argument i?u line indeed!—he only 
repeated our own argiHiients, which w.e have 
refrained from reiteratthg- not from the fear 
of offeodind any human being,, (fpr vi^o oan 
be offended with the hsii^ifttoa ef, abstract 
prlaoiples?) but beeaUse every freshi discoi- 
sion or the ettlijeet brings forth a fresh ebnlii 
tion of spite from our eontemporary, which 
^ea not hurt na bat dnnoys oar neighbours. 
He threatens that we should find his bite worse 
than Mijt bark» we have log ago proved the 
impphiMoe of both when, turned upon the 
E0i^hna*ur-^jl^U»hman, Auyiut IJL 

t^'llhe Buiharu pisNUisOs to pnbfisb ihp^Onrbw 
‘u»qtbe:i^ tetter iroifl iOiamond oh the Opium 
inestiony^rittea ** in the same masterly style 


tias belbre/' WegiiaUnot wait for this master- 
y prodnetioo. but take it tp.on its own merits 
ben it abalr appear. ^ 

We have dwelt a godd di^t upo^recedenls 
ipre, beeause the Bto'karu and Co. insisted/ 
that any eoaoession wooid be a deviation boihi 
fitHii hractice and from prinoipie. But would'’ 
the 'Burkaru refer us to London for patterns of 
rigid practice and correct principle ? In that 
case of course the Company’s tea sates would 
be referred as bearing the closest analogy. 

It must be in the recollection of onr contempo¬ 
rary, that a sort of O P row occurred at one of 
these two' or three years ago, and that the 
Company were obliged to give way to the de¬ 
mands of the trade. We Inivebeen told indeed 
that a much better system is followed in Lon¬ 
don for seouringthe regular payment" of depo¬ 
sits onvpurchases at all the India house sales, 
and that it works admirably. It is this. The 
bidders are all known brokers, and imtnediaie- 
]y on the couclusion of the sale, which some¬ 
times lasts a whole week, these brokers give 
in a sealed letter containing the names of the 
persons for whom they have bought, whiuh 
ietterthey are allowed to withdraw with theseal 
unbroken on making the deposits required for 
the lost they have engaged ; but if they i’ail to 
make them, the seals are broken, tlie principals 
are applied to and the defaulters are disqua¬ 
lified Bom bidding again. This is certainly a 
good system, becanse the broker will not risk 
the loss of his qualification by bidding for a- 
man of straw, and there is a double security. 
But the superiority of the system, in the better 
security and the greater regularity of the 
deposits and clearances, does not prrvent the 
Company from giving indulgences occasion- 
aity as a general measure, upon pleas certain¬ 
ly lesa cogent than those which are now orged 
here i% behalf of the Opium Merchants. 
When the difficulties of the money market be¬ 
came pressing, towards the close of last year, 
the Court of Directors extended the prompt 
of certain Silk sales which had taken place, 
thereby giving\he boyers an indulgence of 
two or tb reel mouths thiie. If the Burkaru and 
Co. should contend, tb^tthis was a deviation 
from a prineipU. they cannot say it was a soli- 
tary exception from the practice of the Conrt, 
nor oan they say that the indulgence was call¬ 
ed for by any exigetroy involving the interests 
o{the teller* as well as the bnyers, which is 
the oase hore^ 

The opponents of conecMaiim argue as if it 
were a small matter for a Government to.force 
thff^rdin of an Important brahob of trade and 
revenne. They see nothing, in .the present 
position of the trade, bat'that the Opium mer> 
obknts in tbO masa will Only disgorge a portion 
of their former'i^iks, If made to foISI their 
respective eon'traots, and that every ropee 
screwed obt of tliciin will be no' maeh profit 
tothentato. 'This is a roost limited yiew of 
the sabjeot. Tbe‘ effeet'' of the hjgh prioes 
given af the sates of this seiiMh, has been a 
vevy'iiatni^ endeitlbv' to kMp dp prices^ 
China; ai»l theeonseqnenee tbereOf, that Mt 
a very .small proportion hai been sold and no 
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remitUne^ hairri beien nubile ittie dIbIw* 11> “ IMb piitteipU (of aiTordlnrg renef) ii 


drug, purchased vet] mtt«b cheaper at Boat' 
hay, haa had the doannaad of the Ghina mar- 


mripeipie of mdiilgeaee. The pressdre 'apoa 
fibe.Opiuni merchant teili the more aererely. 


ket, and has thia year made greater progreBS|bedaii«e ft domes npoo them at a time when 
\than ever toirards supplanting the Opium oif the severe mereahtile presenre in England 
—1- r_. I tide-wave to a|I parts of the 

world.*' How, as the speeulaton are aafferiog 
from the ordinary dadtuatiominf tfae'iha^ket, 
sufficiently proved by the i^fpA'e'adviees, ‘ 
whlo^ report *• large sales of Malwa at remu* 
nerating prices" whilst Patna and Benares 
were from their comparative dearness, almost 
untonohed, 1 rcoonnmend to “ SancHo" an 
eariy purchase of the largest horse-collars in 
Calotitta,.aBd, whether he insinuates his own 
visage or that of the GoverDor-Gencral's, I'll 
hack the grin for a thonsand against any ever 
made at Bartholomew Fait by Grimaldi in his 
proudest hour. 


'the Bengal monopoly^—for thetaste for Opiudi 
inty be changed by price or fashiop as well as 
the taste for wine. We are now in the mid¬ 
dle of August, fast advancing towards another 
season, with half the Opium of the past sea¬ 
son still in the godowns, and of the other 
moiety above T.OitO'cbeSts by thp last accounts 
remaining at Lintin. Last year almost every 
chest was shipped oif by the 1st October; be¬ 
fore the middle of June, remittances from 
China had been received (we speak of bills on 
the Treasury and Sycee only) to an amount 
exceeding S8 lakhs, between that date and 
the end of August, 19 lakhs more, {f*** 
may he said there have been no remittances at 
all. Yet tlie gross amount of the public sales 
is 60 lakhs more than it was in 18^, and con 
sequenily the pressure upon the money mar 
ket here upwards of a crore in excess of the 
capital then engaged in tlie trade. Is all this 
uuUiing ?—Calcutta Courier, Aug, 11. 


To THE EOlTOa OF THE BENGAL HtTHVAaV. 

Sia,—I am flattered by the Courier » cbmpli 
menl at your expense, and should have no ob¬ 
jection to wear yoUr skin or stand in your 
shoes a somewhat longer period than our Opi¬ 
um controversy is likely to last; but, alas I 
all things pass away, and diamond’s temporary 
honors must soon vanish ** like the baseless 
fabric of a vision and leave not a rack behind 

Before I take up the several points in your 
evening coteuiporaries’ editorials of Tuesday 
and yesterday, I may venture to complain of 
a breach of discipline on the pari of his squire, 
SANCHo alias silrx, by which «1 am placed 
somewhat at disadvantage, for in dt inolishing 
the man, 1 may give life to iBe master. The 
Knight expatiates largely on “ mdulgence," 
and “.liberalty," but sancho says: 

“ I give thee six-pence! I’ll see thee d-d 

first.” 

Tills is a very pretty quarrel as* it stands, 
hut in common fairness to ,me they should 
have settled it before they took the field. That 
I may not be supposed td misrepresent thqni, 
1 quote the para^aphs. ’ 

If the speculators in opium had raised iBelr 
bids .at the sale-room till .they were eat of 
breath And black in the faoe, ami bnrait the 
waistbands of their breeches and tke -bnokles 
of tkeif walsteoets—'if they had bid 41,7€3,341 
rupees per lot and had lost.U allby thb ordi¬ 
nary fluctuations of'the Opinm naciiet, I ima¬ 
gine that Oovemnte|i4 would bavalwfced-with 
an amaatng grin, snob qs, Governments'^alone 
can give. U any petition from the speeplatorq 
to be relieved fVem any por^n* bowe^protiialL 
dMbeir T^is Sg the Squiie^dodriMi 

now fdrtbeKolghrs. ’ . 


The“ Coumr" quotes the ease of the assis¬ 
tance afforded by the Bank of England to the 
three** WV'w they are called, but here, as 
in the instance of the old Indian Houses, he to¬ 
tally overlooks the slight fact that ample se¬ 
curity was required before a shilling was 
given. The Governor of the Bank would ' 
have been Grimaldi Junior, and made ** san- 
CHu” simper into beauty, if had any 

proposition been .nfade, Without *' the one 
thing needful,” security against loss. But the 
nex sentence, especially in juxta-position 
with, the aforesaid '* grinning” resolutions in 
regatd to appeals ** admueticordiam” is proba¬ 
bly as rich a dish as ever was placed under 
the critical knife. ** To say, that people should 
sulfer by their own acts, is a fair abstraet 
principle but that Govemtpont slioufd ohno- 
kle at the follies of its owa people, and gloiy 
ia having fleeced tlie oountry by selling its' 
goods for more than they are worth, is ratfer 
a new principle in political economy, &c.” I 
thpoght at the time sakcho's idea of raising 
revenno by a transfer from the right to the left« 
jmeket bright; but this is confessedly bright¬ 
er. ** A country fleeced by selling its goods 
for more than they are worth." Inibennme 
of Adam Smitli, ** «r<c perp^tut” such fleecing, 
say I, and Captain Pinch, for there will be 
not a chance but a certainty' of'double /uli 
batt'a, and our band will resume its almost 
forgotten tune of ** Money in both Pockets," 
But, alas I' I may not indulge in sucJi dreamt, 
for “cai bono’f to buy .for'more than you can 
sell, and unluckily the Government cannot^ 
by an inexcusable omission in tltenew oharR 
ter, qpmpel Mnddiebrains and Oe. to toon- 
tinue ** fleecces.” I mast, , imt*'Jaekseoiaii! 
tenderness,*’ forbear to press this new prin¬ 
ciple of buying and selling, and firoeeed with 
the visionary and enthushisttfi obampion of 
bad bargains. 

“ What would they say at tho London Stock 
Exchange of soeh reaeohing as this,” viz.; (ha,t' 
it is prudent to io6k before you leap. I have 
an idpa tfiat they would vastly approve of it, 
and sO would all who prefered chess to ha- 
SMrd : andhadany man become aBear^-ln 
(lonsols in ISIS under the impressipn 
vietory of Walecioo would not hatw led 
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peace,' h& oenlaiitly would have waddled oat^ with so mueli law and no mueh daiiifcr flf fiiiii 
of the little respect for his ap-|to the parties ddnceroed. that «re thittk witli 

derataaditic,'os the lamest duck erer carried wou therein little' hasardofafly -tiicli purpose 
away, and all the financial afcHl In LoitdOp. Pteinj; rccewodi. You ate now alao upon your 
at«ti with sANCHo’' aa an operator, would soar,d, and, in ease of a repeat^ attempt, the 
never have set hU le;; again. And'vet (lie 


Opium porohMor who beisamoft bo 

eanae (n'ere was se report from one pubUo func* 
tionary^to another on ilie.stath of the trade ip 
China, to whibh lie chooses fo attrihate (^r)lfb 
of value theie, has really leas riilional grotand’ 
to go upon than the speculator in war. If any 
foree oould be attanhed to suoh ah argument, 
how can we reconeilo the caution of the Mal- 
wa pnrohasera, who had the same and no bet¬ 
ter .Information on the subject than the Cai- 
obtta merchant|witb the spirit prevailing 
hare T [ come hotT to yesterday's editorial. 
The instance of the zemindars” 1 oonolude 
is given up. Indeed it was monstrous to com¬ 
pare parties occupying their lands from father 
to son and snlTering, not'l'rom the effects u.’’ 
an average of ordinary seasons,* but from one 
of those catastrophes, which honietimes onenr, 
an overwhelming irruption of the sea, sweep¬ 
ing crops, cattle, and whole villages before it, 
wiUi the speculators in question* 

A precedent is however' attempted to be 
established by a Vefund granted, in con¬ 
sequence of the quality of the Opium having 
been found inferior to the certificate in some 
cheats, by which the Chinese become suspi- 
eiods oHhe whole, and tlib price foil, lint 
reaily dan any man soberly and seriously see 
a feature of resemblance here. This was no¬ 
thing rnore than justice required, and . what 
takes place daily, between bnyor and seller, 
when an article is found unequal to sample. 
The Chinese trust to the Company’s certificate 
or^cbop, and being deceived, nataraily be¬ 
come shy of the importation of that season, to 
the injury of the purebasSr. «■ 

But what wicked demon whispered ** Salt” 
into “ Quixote’s ear. Why, Sir, I ean smo¬ 
ther him with paragraphs from the Court of 
Directors' letters shewing their extreme dis- 
satisfacti 6 n with all the various attempts made j 
to bolster up the snbmonopoly (wedded as 
Ibe^ were to the system) by retaining money 
or restrioting supply, wliieb war the same 
tiling subatajiUally. I will refer to Appendix 
IV. on the affairs of the Bast India Company, 
printed, in October 1831. My eye now rests 
upon this passage 


^ge 63. Pqy: 26. 
rUwMdii 


“ In the whole of these 
protteedings wd have been oonoerned to ob- 
segve a want of foresight, united with an u»- 
^pfyuate teadenpy to go from one exbmmq to 
anoBIrf end we ‘are sorry to qdd thal'a de¬ 
rangement of the xourse of publio i&dusl^'y 
seems U> be tite only result of a very eg;j>en<< 
Siveexperifuent in the management of 
oofieerna.*' ; ' - 

‘ ■ Agaip, l^ge 173,, Par. 28. <*Tbe .attempt of 
themve exteaMi^euhalcrs tq. orepte a eute' 
jly iji tkfWewft 1 ftvor, whiOb^oMiom-, 
Jieuf ^riop «e 1822, defeated itself 


induigence which you granted to (hum w in/ 
not again be expedient.^ 1 repeat the wm^s. 
of the (’oprirr.” Are these broad facts al- 
reaedy forgotten, er is it desiriM to keep them 
from the knowledge and out of tbe view of 
the preseat,Governor General.” I pause for 
a reply. Bttt.in ooneinsion, I disavow all 
hostility tu the parties, who have petitioned, 
f treat tlie question withont fear or favor. I 
bold (he Government responsible for the ho¬ 
nest, just and humane appropriation of the 
funds, it bolds in trust for the benefit of the 
many; ifreijef to the Opipm Speculators comes 
withid, these limits, be consistent with those 
high duties,—in Heaven’s name, let them 
get it. 

' Calcutta, Auffwt 10 . 

DIAMOND. 

IHurharu, A^uct 12 . 

-The Harkaru Price Current, publi.shed tliis 
morning,'contains the following paragraph : 

” It was decided by the Supreme Counnii 
on Thursday, that Government sliould make 
an alibwanoo of 35 lakhs of rupees, equal to 
15 der cent., to the purchasers of Opium for 
the quantity now remaining in the Warehouse, 
consisting of about 8,000 chests Behar and 
Benares, provided the whole will be cleared 
and shipped immediately, and at the meeting 
held yesterday at the. Opiiini Board for the 
relief of the petitioners, ihree gentlemen were 
appointed to draw out a plan for the distribu¬ 
tion 0 ^ the fund.” - 

That a Meeting of the principal Opium 
Merchants did take place at the Board, as 
stated above, is very true, and that three gen- 
tlemeii°, Mr. Braitie, Mr. Charles Lyall and 
Mr. DeSoazn,«were invited to draw up a plan 
of distribnlion to be submitted to tbe Board 
to-day. Bbt wo regret to add, the fir%t part 
of the paragraph goes far beyond any asswr- 
anoe yet given as to the extent of the relief 
intended. It does indeed appear, that Govern¬ 
ment haqexpressed its wiUingness to give up 
a sum equal io 16 per cent, upon Die sale , 
prices of the Opium now remaining in Calcut¬ 
ta, provided the wboW shall be shipped off 
before an early dale i- bat vie are. sorry to 
bear Biat tbe suggestien of this boon is cou¬ 
pled with appgebm^aas of ^ffloulties about 
dealing wHh applieotioiis from persons who 
have esadesblpioeiitsi wkyMoat the same time 
00 opinioa is thyown oottMt, Ibpyore not on- - 
tilled to aoy th/bk move thdo a little pity for 
the nahapiigr, pos|tibo of those oowng them 
wbpse Qpiom may ohuoe to. bp onsold, as the 
foircifi(,or<^fO>«o!HMog stoelk oc the season 
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engage to uop the 
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thfin [par oSoe): theinMrtioii of tlie QoTarnmeat'a 
half Jin tontioii to appropriate 35 lakhs of ropeefl 
This is what we oiake oot toaaoionff the sufferers: or, as it is rather eon- 
stale of the negociation.. Ot» foseijv ®*P’^**®*^» 15 per oent. on the unolear- 


niooths of ail other olaimants for reliefs 
is Government jtvilling to concede to 
their request, 
he the present 


\ 


the other hand, the consulting triumviratw ed lots of 8,000 chests, or there abouis, oa 


are verj serionsly apprehensive thatasuffiei 
^ency.of funds will not be fortKooming to clear 
‘out the Opium instore (TOOohesls of ^ho Ja- 
auarv Sale, 1442 of February, 1099 of Jftareh 
and 4>00 of June—8380 chests, exclusive of 
the 900 ohests of caneclled lots) unless a much 
larger sum than has been asked for is^render- 
ed available by reduction of ptice or in sotpe 
other shape. In short, nothing .seems to have 
been doterinfned yet, except that it is neces¬ 
sary to,do something ; and in the mean lime 
of course the Bazar is in the most anxious 
state of suspense, and acthal business of pur¬ 
chase or shipment entirely at a stand still. A 
parly whliing to make a shipment in a‘vessel 
now under despatch for China, enquired if 
the Board would guarantee that he should be 
placed on the same fooling as persona holding 
back till after the selllenicnt of the relicr 
question, but was told that no guarantee 
c.niHd be given and the sliipiiionl consequent¬ 
ly does not take place. 

Ail this hesitation on the part of Govern 
nient, seems to arise from two causes,—one, 
the fear of a wiff from the India-house for giv¬ 
ing up revenue,—the other, the fear oi^injur- 
iiig some interests by the mode of relieving 
others. The former ought to be an idle appre¬ 
hension in a case where the sum to be given 
np, acuordingto any plan we have heard of, 
will leave the net Opium Revenue of the year 
still much larger than it ever was before—even 
than it was in 183G, which exceeded every 
former year by full half a crore of rupee.s, and 
when the grounds on which the oonccssion is 
asked for are taken into consideration* The 
letter ohjection is one which practical mer¬ 
chants would not find much diificulty in re¬ 
moving, A similar objection most have sug¬ 
gested itself in every case of conuesstoff in the 
Salt Department, but the trad^'ifpre satisRed 
wiih the arrangements made, will ven¬ 
ture to suggest a simple plan whiflli we think 
woald*be found to work very well. Give to 
the buyers at off the four sates ane^uafsam 
per chest in the shape of drawback or abate 
ment, whether they now bold in Calcutta or 
have shipped their Opinm for China; except¬ 
ing ihereform all past shipments made to the 
Straits and Java, fuoad the shippers, and trans - 
ferring the claim for abatement in such cases 
to Uie preaent bonk fide holders within our 
own possessions, and to those who may hnwe 
purchased the Opium in the Straits and sent 
it on to China. Such Opinm as should have 
been sold la the Straits before a certain date 
to the Coob in Chinese, &o. should pot be enti 
tied to the bonas,—Gafcu<fa'Clow*i«r', Auff. 12. 

“TT ' 

A paragraph in Saturday’s nUta^r of .the 
Purharu Price Ciirrent, sedms' to' have oo- 
casipaed no IHtle sensatinn amot)|i pajrlieii’ iO' 
terejited in the Opium q^hebtioh QtidgibJ; at 
leiKit from the nutobdr of noted aadri»ased to 


which the deposit of30 percent, had been 
pkid. Upon enquiry wo have ascertained that 
it was intended that the 15 per cent* shouM 
apply to the whole quantity offerea for Salo 
this seasons, 17,000 chests ; and we most ooo- 
fess,*th8topposed as we have been and continue 
to be, on prineiple, to any relief being grant¬ 
ed, considering the nature of the case itself, 
and the many prior claims on the justice and 
liberality of Government, arising generally 
from the state of the country, its wants of edu¬ 
cation, roads, canals, bridges, &c., &.c., and 
I espociaily from the severe eiipping.s of the ar¬ 
my, which has, or ought to have, the best title 
to redress; yet if it be determined to grnntsomn 
relief, it ought to be extended to all the pur¬ 
chasers impartially ; and we certainly sliatl be 
prepared to argue that any sum set aside for the 
purpose,ought to be ratoably divided amonglhe 
clcarers and unclearers; or if any bo entitled 
to a preference, the former are. In this point 
of view the Cowier’B ground of indulgence is 
more solid than that of expediency advocated 
by his correspondent silex; bat neither seent 
to us worth much. We understand the prac¬ 
tical operation o/ the relief, if the Govern¬ 
ment be persuaded to grant it, will be in a 
great measure to save the difference between 
the amount of advances and tbe sale prooeeds 
of the Opinm to tbe large Commission Houses, 
who have been for several years carrying on a 
most profitable bnsiness by coming fo^'ard to 
Hie actual speculator with a certain* p^i’opor- 
(ion of the cost price. Thfs year tbe margin 
has beey unusually narrowed, from the com¬ 
petition among these houses; and in eon- 
sequence of the moderately priced Malwa 
driving the high priced Bengal out of the 
Chinese market, therg is of course a reason¬ 
able expectation of the loss swallowing upnof 
billy Commission and interest, but the reserv¬ 
ed margin and something more; a,nd tbe road 
proprietor has been, disposed, we understand* 
in some instances, to dispute his imbiiity for 
the balance. 

There is a passage in the “ memorandnfh on 
the salt monopoly,” furnished by Mr. Stark to 
the Board of CoatroF, in which olfice he has 
for many years held the sitnation of head Clerk 
in, the Finance and Revenue Departmens, 
wbiobby changing “ salt” for “ opium” would 
apply v%ry felicitoualy to tbe present discus- 
sioB. The Board of Customs, j|alt and Opium 
Imsofibed the distressed situatSon of the salt- 
merohants, mainly, to an nndne spirit of 
speculation, which indneed them to buy, in 
the first instance, at high prices,'and latterly 
obliged'them to continue paying at nut ninoh 
less, in order that cheaper salt might not find 
its way into markets, where there own re¬ 
mained nnsold ;—unsold, in consequence of 
4ke tfudesirably high rate at which it had 
-been originally obtained.” Surk's Mem. 

iprobably one. of the cleverest thingk that 
has been done throughout this opinm basiiieMb 
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W«« the fr 9 ttit»ff ap * petition by tbo inSpenpe 
of t^e »peenlator» to pootpone the 

BoPCiU KliJe, (0100 time back. Every boltr 
vliiob aavr our opiiitu nnsliipped, wax a 
Qod-^nd to them; and well have theyV?’ 
ftted by lt.-^Ifurkaru, Augutt 14 . 

Throdoh the EuiToa o'? thk BBNOiU. (Iobkaru. 

Dear Diamond, -'■Please to let me .have your 
opinion on the followings notty points aoent 
Opium. 


QUESTION. 

To -niR Editor or the Bbkpai. Hprkarp. 

Sir, —Your printer has omitted, or 1 neg- 
&nted to send, in any letter of the, IWh, a pa- 
mgragh from a tetter of the Court of Direotore 
to the then Governor-General in Connoil, 
dated the 23rd of February 1831. Page 76. 
Appendix IV, whieh I Veapecvfolly recoin- 
mend to the attention of the present. To un* 
;4er8tand the force of it, I may promise 
that the Board of Customs, Salt and Opium,’ 
had written p most elaborate report on their 
views, respecting the management of the Salt 
monopoly, to the local Government, which 
was transmittediioree. 

Il.“ We have offered such observations on 
the arguments of the Board as we thought 


1st. If the Government fork out 200 rs. a 
ehest with the uncleared Opium with a (iroviso 
that the Opium must forthwith be paid fur, 
not the holders push it off to China without 

will delay? |might deserve your consideration; but we 

2d. .If §0, will not (he sudden addition of that yon will always scrupulously exa- 
auch a quantity on an already over stockeil mine for yourselves the reasons which are of- 
marJeot, so redflce prices, that the 200 rs. will ler^'d to you by subordinate authorities; 
be absorbed by the fall, and the last condition knowing that it is your peculiar duty to check 
of said speculators; be worse than the (ir^t ? , ‘'<e biases to which they may be liable, 

3rd. If so, will it not be better for Govern-! If the Noble Loid at the head of the Go- 
ment to button their breeches’ pockets, and let ■'’‘'■‘umont should incur tlie displeasuie of the 
the multifarious Board (who, by the by, under;by granting the relief now 
the new March of lutelle^t Committee are to isolicited, he will be unable to plead ignoianco 


teach natives to roast eggs) squabble and iiglit 
and threaten the lieges to grill and eat them, 
unless they stump tip the tin, and thus by de¬ 
grees make some pay and clear and let off 
others and muddle the whole business up for 
^ iie:.i sixinonihs, at the end of which lime 
by some hocus poeus, according to the ancient 
Moeived custom of Bengal, the drug will some 
how or other begot rid of and the money paid. 

4th. 1$ not “ hnrty no man’s cattle" an ex¬ 
cellent proverb to be kept in remembrance by 
the Government and Opium Board? If they 
haystack to it, instead of insisting in*reaii9!- 
ing revenue on Opium and other matters ac¬ 
cording to modern practice, would not Ben¬ 
gal have been visited by a ihucli cooler seasiTo 
poth fpr map and beast ?* 

5th. If the Government will give the money 
would it not be a better mode.of supporting 
opium if they order the Board to make a lot 
tery with hve large priaes, and give the buyer 
of each chest of opium a ticket gratis ? Five 
men,will then be sure to make tirair fortunes, 
and be ready nextyear to bid away like smoke 
for opium. 

6th. Would it not be still better to make 
Bie donation 60 lakhs as follows ? 

For Opium tV6calatqrR«...20'lakha 

For sellers of bills to Govaritmont> * 
gc^aiast yea|pu wliich their will ^211 lakhs 

Cb a. loss..,.. .. ' 

Tq the su flegecs at half hattastations 20. lakhs 

* ' ' • Wlaiths 

• et each division have 5 priaes in the lottery, 
sRogaiae. tliat all parties will. thUuc 
'thg»tii^g««mnt4be must paoeUan^ that ho-: 
* wisdoia^.oao doyi8e. , 

1 rswafot dear Diamoud; * 

atbetionate eoasip, ' 


of their real opinions and foeliiigs on the Salt 
transactions, which have been u.shered to his 
notice with some parade by the “ Courier,” as 
precedents for his guidance on the present oc¬ 
casion.' 

■a 

The snh-inonopoly of Opium jis, mutato no^ 
mine, the sub-monopoly of salt. 

Upon what grounds the 35 Inkhs have been 
granted, 1 presniue, the paying public," are 
not likely to he in formed ; but now is the time 
for the Army to agitate for the repeal of the 
liaif-hatta order, and for the landed proprie¬ 
tors, whose Estates are jeopardised by the 
resiirnplion lau'.<), to pour in their protests. 
Fair play is a jewel, say I. 

Your obedient servant, 

' diamond. 


14th Ai^ust, 7637. 


[Ibid. 



Wo are happy to annout»co, that the Opium 
relief question has been settled, to the extent 
of fixing the total-amount to be given and tho 
general principle of appropriation. As we 
stated on Saturday, Goveroment has declared 
its willingness to give up a sum equal to 15 
per cent, on the sale prices of ail the Opium 
remaining in the godewns, which calculated 
upoa.the qaantity reported there on the Ist 
instant would amount to aboipt 18| lakhs -of 
rupees. This was to have been all ;,bat upon 
more mature cpniideration. Government has 
recogniaed the propriety of not altogether ex¬ 
cluding the shipments previously made. A 
further sum often lakhs is, therefore, wU under- 
stand, to be impvopriRttd foroorapensations to 
the hpldar* ^ Op^ HOSpld iO' tbe foreign 
maskati^ whp/muift othe^ias besev^o losen 
of pefoatbat wMI :eiisae on 
iBailfoins of thill arnuifemeiitunb impprtMt 
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Opluhl no*1ierl6 shall be cleared (aticf will i easily-dhlliirtl there, beoaase Opiuw ordetf 
therefore be shipped off) at earljr dates, which I ar«i passed frihn one hand to anpUier. the par- 
will probahiv he those suKKested by the mcr-J^icoiar chests noted id them remaining on 


chants tbemHolves, tiamely, for the Opinnt of. 
the February sale (that of January U all paidf 
up except the cancelled lots,) on or beiore the 
J5(h of September; for that of the Marsh sale 
15ih October, aod for that of the June imie Ul 
December. If the percentage bonus or deduo- 
tion were rateably allowed vpon the sale 
prices of the Opium in store, it wemfd amount 
to nearly the same snm on the^alerage prices 
of the lots of the three first sales, namely, to 
about 2*25 rupees per chest, and to about 210 
iiipee.s upon the average prices of the J me 
sale ; and this inode of giving it we should 
think the most equiiahlc, though, to simplify 
we sho dll prefer to fix the 


board tt rfeceiring shl^ at Lintin long after 
the date of a contract for sale, which contraota 
are but transfers of the property in the mean¬ 
time bat no progress towards the possession of 
the consumer. On the other hand, yMagh tho 
sales actually made have had the benefit of A 
reduced competition from two CBttaes,~tha 
quailtity of Opium kept back here, and the 
unwillingness of holders to submit to n great 
sacrifice upon tbehigh prices of their jovoioes, 
—the consignees too being restricted therefrom 
in some cases by the shipper's instruction ; yet 
the parties interested therein have clearly 
suffered with alt the rest by the effects of the 
I common delusion w hich caused the prices of 


the calculation, we sho dd prefer to fix - . . . . , ■ . 

sum per chest for each sale, Th« merchants | the season to open too high, and also by tho 
have suggested a fixeil s-im, but for reasons } facility afforded to gambling bidders, which 
unknown to us, or perhaps be-ause they think facility was never more abused than It was this 
it equitable to reduce the shipping price of all | year. They are therefore entitled to some con- 
tiic Opium now here, to a coinmon level or isiderationalsqin the question of indulgence, 
neailyso, they proposed that the bonus or say perhap.s to half the rate of drawb.ack which 
ahnlemeiit should be 300 rupees per chest on present holders might be allowed ♦ daini. Hut 
Opiutii of the three first sales-, and 150 rupees for the reason already stated, there may bd 
oil ibal of the June sale. Uut according to the} much dittioulty in drawing the line betweea 


godown rrtuiIIS of In.st Saturday thoie were 
3,,5rtt)ehr.st'< then iu store of tho three fiist sales. 
Which at 300 rs. would give a lefiind or abate* 

tnent of. Rs. 10,68,000 

and 3,981 chests of the June sale, 
upon wiiich eonscqiieiiliy might 
be given 200 K.s, per chest,..... 7,96,200 


making together . Rs. 18,64,200 

about the sum wliieh hy a different calcniatioh 
Govcrnnieiit is understuod to have been will- 
ing to grant. 

With respect to past sbipment-s, it will be 
necessary either to adopt some simpleV*inoi> 
pie of adjustment, or tu define the various 
cases ill which compensations will be allowed, 
and the amount tlicieof. Tiie most sipiple of 
all pi ins would be to pay the shipper, under 
giiniaDtee, so inucli per chest.* 

But this would give an unfair mlvantage to 
persons who bad shipped Opium to the Straits 
and sold it there to speculators who may have 
sent |t on to Clijha, and wlm in fact only carry 
forward the first a,looulalionknd represent the 
original shipper in the ultimate market. And 
again, in the case of the Jaw trader who has 
realized bis specnlation at onoe without loss j as now there is no question Vf right, lio’ res- 
Bt Singapore, Malacca or Penang,—markets pohsibliity would attaoW to Oovertfmeni in- 


Opium sold and Opium unsold in China at any 
date, and if drawn with respect to the depot 
at Lintin, it might be found impossible to car¬ 
ry out the principle with perfect fairness to the 
shipping upon the Fast Coast, where now a 
large portion of the Drug is disposed of by tbd 
clippers Expediency, therefore, dictates thU 
simple plan of allowing tho shippers here to 
claim an equal (orprorata) sum upon all the 
Opium shipped by them to China or the Straits 
barring shipments'to Java, tmd requiring proof, 
in the case of shipments to (lie Straits, that tba 
Opium ftill remains unsold, or trasferring tba 
original shipper’s claim to tliere-sliippen th 
every ease of re-shipment tt> China. Distri¬ 
buted in this way,«the bonus might amount to 
440 or 150 rnpees per^cheston past shipments, 
with the exceptions we have allowed, and ws 
lire strongly of opinion that this principle of 
distribution would produce mbre general sa- 
liafaotion than any other. 

On thcoccasion of granting compensation to 
the Opium Merufiants in 1837, a comroitfee of 
two Civilians was appointed to settle the Vari¬ 
ous olainis. AGommittee of merchants would 
do the business better in the present ease, and 


not of consumption but depot, rule#altogether, 
at the beginning of the season, by the prioqjf In 
Calcutta,—it wonld be a tsanton gift to make 
Kim a present far exceeding the average profits 
of his trade. While on the ether hand, a M- 
dtr of Opium at any of those places; wduld be 
jnst as nuich affected by the news of the bonus 
gi ven bere.as webld tho holder of Opinndn Chi¬ 
na, and eoDsequently a« maoh entitled to oensi- 
deration as the latttn Thus ufo have the'wn 

what interests slioi}M%e»ii»sfeol«d, 1 lrtbe«firaf(s 


. • . A .-- dlsWiUbK] 

tion betweemOpiutil sold had onsMd ietl^ le l 


v^.lbe risk of a SuR in a Court df law. 
tnatRi required is tb declare thegenenf 


voivi 

Aft __ . 

principles of the arrangement, and (hat no 
phymettts 'en - 'paxt Viii'iments shall be made 
expept npitn nertifioate from such eommitteo 
that thpclaimetite are entitled thereto. 


While we most heaHily congratulate'the:., 
merohants opomthe sudoess of their applica¬ 
tion, we must equally eongratulate the Meld-' 
idierrofGoveramelit'a'pon a display of resotff- 


trade and what ditregairded.' iRed(wetteg tibh suited to the occasion. Phantoms of aldrid 

4heoase m somewhat .difhrbntv t»e di»Wfilfe4 have been'rdiVHl'np Before them^la*# 

been dlreatenedl with the diipleafure df >tlt# 
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houM au|^oiciti«a<^they have b9«n. told» iwn* commfiaity, that olata wboie partioalar trade 
besaio^ lyas'iojuaUoe beoaaae it <rc^ ,iiioon8|8- brink's the largeat fiaeal rsreoue 'to the gtate. 
test refusal tolerant oeitoeasioiu jo fin.t the GoTeroment has had the .0ri»neas to 

ease bearlog noanaiojry at all tq the ease he> act apoo its o#ii view of what isri^ht, and the 
fore them—absurd and malicioas iosinnations j;oqdi sense to despise the clamour of raaieVo- 
have been thrown out to weakeu the cause of lenoe, and past e.aperience warrants oarcon< 
the applinanis—and arp^nments have been tor< vietion, that its coaduct ib granting this inca- 
fared an(< foots concealed or misrepresented, earn of relief to the Opipm trade, will be ap- 
' to contrivd, if possible, the rain of a numerous proved by the authorities at home.— CakuUa 

and very important class of the mercantile Courier, August 14. 

• 
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It appears to os that a belief in the exis¬ 
tence of ghosts, hobgoblins, and spirits of de¬ 
parted persons has prevailed almost in every 
country, fn whatever part of the world su- 
pei‘stition has unfurled its banner and check¬ 
ed the expansion of thought, the development 
of sound ideas and the progress of civilization, 
we observe the people of such places inain-i 
taining and adhering to doctrines and opini-j 
ons that are entirely at variance with truth,] 
and are cither grouwded upon an extravagance 
of fancy or gratuitous, assumptions. Aware 
as we are of this fact, it cannot be a matter of 
great astonishment to us to perceive the orc- 
dolity of oiir countrymen who are notoriously 
weak in intellectual energies on matters rela¬ 
ting to demonology and witchcraft. It i^the 
deliberate conviction of the Hindoos, that a 
person dying at homo, or in the roads, hut 
not in the Gat.gee*i& metamorphosed into a 
ghost, and haunts the neighbourhood, in or- 
der«tc frighten people, and iliug dirt at their 
bouses. There are several sorts of spirits. 
Brumins dying unfortunatettud ignoble deatlvt 
become Bromo-duttoes, yrbo are known to re-« 
8ide in unfrequented and airy spots, or on the 
tops of huge unbrageous ehapa tVee.s, and are 
universally acknowledged to bo the ** mostpo 
tent and renowned” demons that ever flourish¬ 
ed in the “«tide of titbe.” The Saekehoonnees 
and Paienest, or the ghosts of women, are of 
amazing tali staturei They ha\e conical faces, 
acquiline noses, and heels turned in the op¬ 
posite direction. They are great lovers of 
tookteemauch and are die constant residents 
of bogs, morasses, patfkanahs, and all sooh dis¬ 
gusting matuioDB as are dedicated to the 
Gooness oe Filth. The ghosts of thte Ma- 
bosaedans are called Bfamdoes. They are^'of a 
wsnry‘taibalent aad ferocioos nature, and are far 
flllporior tu iho vooUe and dhanoes, or the ghosts 
of the in point of strength and agi¬ 

lity. They live-in high muyeede, maydaant, 
and burial grounds. The IgniiFatui are con- 
aidered a. vpooius of devils. They inhabit 
field forest*and marshy lauds. At night they 
oeniAApt from their dens to satisfy rebel- 


IwMu^ies of their .bellies, and whenever they., 
gi^to take ia>.C!aiTO of either iqavoe orino 
«tt aasient glarp is to be peroqhed at 
ffiKiatance. They aye said to reli on the 


ground merely with a view of bewildering and 
perplexing travellers. Besides the several 
descriptions of devils mentioned above, there 
are also ghosts of cows, horses, and of be¬ 
headed persons, all partaking of the same evil 
nature, and invisible to mortal rye except 
when they please. • 

It is supposed that there are still witches in 
Calcutta, whose^cenpation is to suck human 
blood by some magical munters, but which can 
be prevented by throwing a little qiinntily of 
salt upon them, previous to thejr enmmenoing 
to stare. When any children are indispo.^ed, 
particular care is taken in concealing tlicm 
in some private place, for if once the dhaeens 
(witches) happen to see them, there will be 
little prospect of tbeir recovery. 

The Rojas are a set of people who pretend 
to be conversant with magic, witchcraft, ne¬ 
cromancy, &o, and cure the disease prodiired 
by the attacks of devils and dhaeens. They 
are the lords of ail the 

« Black spirits and wh ite, 
lied spirits and grey, 

who at their instant bidding must appear from 
th'elT sulphurous abodes, and perform the 
functions they are commanded to do, or receive 
a condign punishment for tbeir inattention 
and negligeq.ee. 

When the women of Calcutta are afltioled 
with hysterica, and the medicines of bograugi's 
produce no effect open them, It is usually sup¬ 
posed that some devil must have had sa some- 
evil hour a C7'minal communication with them, 
and whatever they will speak must-be taken 
as the words of bis abhorred aelf. In order to 
cure such distempers, recourse is had to a 
Roja, whole very ontranOfe fato the house 
mal|es the devil tremble with fear, aad tends 
to excite a boisterous commotion iu the spot, 
la the room where the patient lives, the Roja 
makes his appearanee, after having prevented 
the devil from making an escape by dint of 
his muniers, and muttersJt few spells, which 
are said toestortfrom the individual labour¬ 
ing under the disease, aB the secrets relative 
to her eonaekion wUh the evil spirit, when 
the magical MBaa bolds barat. stflphur and 
bw.nt mustard near her nose, the ameli of 
whjeh bdiaireztreitvely napleaaaat, she vehe-' 
mently oriM tp free leer fifom that torment, 



THE liTN<DO. 


;ii 


I wliilfl the thinking her cries to be the 
cries of her wicked lover, beats and lashes her 
till she faints on the grontid. It is then con¬ 
cluded that she has been left by the ntischiev- 
■oiis boot. Men attacked with illness of a 
like nature are supposed to have received the 
wooings and nocturnal vivits of Sacckoonmet, 
whose cr^rnal desires being the most prddoini- 
nant of all their passions, incite them to make 
connections with mortals ; and those that 
tread their grounds or repose uo(|or the shade 
of trees, arc sure to be intoxicated with 
t\\o\tfiei^ish love, whioh if allowed to be con¬ 
tinued for a month or two, and not brought to 
the notice of a Roia, cannot but prove fatal to 
such hellish Sachehoonnee's paramours. 

Legends and tales relating to ghosts lebd- a 
peculiar charm to the Hindoos, most of "whom 
are so strongly convinced of the existence of 
these ethereal beings, that they can have little 
courage at (Jaik nights to visit finfreqiicritcd 
places, burial grounds or the awful Shnsan. 
The women are the most proficient in relating 
such/antajtica/stoiics, and find them a very 
eflicacious means of lulling children to sleep. 


It has liccti stated in one of the preceeding 
papeis, that the natives eonsider the pigrciea- 
lion of sops deeply eonnected with their spi¬ 
ritual welfare. Sliould a nieinber of a rich 
family he destitute of this boon, it is not un- 
iisuiil to seek the aid ofa UojaUt smoko a devil 
for the purpose of ascortainhig from hii orneu- 
lar/ipr the cause of his being sonloss. In the 
room where the ceremony is performed, no 
lantli is allowed to he kept. The jilmels and 
windows being all shut, the Roja sits cross, 
legged on a koosason, while the galla^it few' 
who can hare the boldness to remain there, sit 
close to each other, observing the greatest de¬ 
gree of taciturnity and regard to the invoiier, 
and looking around every minute witliMisrnay 
flickering in their faces. In yie course of a 
few minutes a noise is made, which being 
taken as the signal of the devil% approach, 
the Roja cries out “ Asoon! asoon I” (Come! 
chme!) and asks him the question for which 
his assistance was sought. The devil, after 
having a little chit-chat in the usual voice, 
which is said to be the characteristic of the 
speech of all theariel creatures, makes an appro¬ 
priate answer and returns to bis abode. It 
lias been found in several instances that the 
Rojas are the greatest impostors, and are ver¬ 
sed in tricks sufficient to raise their oharai^r 
in the estimation of the oredulons and foolish. 
It may be that they possessera little knowledge 
of ventrilloquism, or have'aoqaired the art of 
speaking in two different voioes, which ex¬ 
perience proves ^uite feasible, and cannot 
easily be detected to i^nrk rooms, whose doors 
are snugly shat. The^indoos, moteover, en¬ 
tertain a very high imiaion as to ^beir pr^ei- 
sional abilities. What, ft great advantage 
must the R/jat, tfaereftire, have, in personating 
the parts of ghostsd How sAooth lipastlre the 
way inkphiefa theyalhaktfhijMii, anmw'^ind 


And boV eksiij c«n tfiey make the bahoos he- 

i ieve by some forldng growl or hoarse vooifer- 
ItiooS of their own on every occasion of invok- 
|ag Ipkituaf powers that 

'* Hell is empty 
And all the devils are here." 


No. 13. 

• 

It is not fair and proper to speak only 'of 
the faults of a people, and I would certainly 
make myself culpable of an act of injustice 
were I to state that my countrymen are entire¬ 
ly destitute of ail good qualities. The Hindoos, 
like every other nation, have their peculiar vir¬ 
tues and vices, and, had it not been for thicr 
excessive veneration of superstition and love 
of bigotry—a circumstance w hich, dcplornble 
as k is, is solely attributable to tlieir want of 
ediiratiou, they would ere tong have been 
distinguished for a higher degree of improve- 
menl in their tgsle, intellect and morality. Ex- 
pericaee proves, that the assertion of prejiidi- 
eod peisons respecting the Hindoos being nufu- 
rnitif incapable of amelioration,Tire mere exploded 
(fojorm, and from iho opporiunilies whichim- 
partial men have had of judging their charac¬ 
ter, thev can by no means deny the exist- 
eiiccof intelligence or honesty aiuong them. 

I maintain that even among the most higotted 
Natives, there are same who are really up¬ 
right, good-natuied, and chariinhie, and pos¬ 
sess other virtues creditahie to thuinseivos ; I 
should, therefore, deem it most unjust on the 
part of any one to pass a sweeping condemna¬ 
tion on the whole race without exception. 
There are good and had in every nation, and 
the proportion of the former is generally great¬ 
er than rtiat of the latter. 

In very hot weather, the respectable Natives 
of^Calcutta get sma^i slieds raised either near 
tboir houses or gardens, and keep there ser¬ 
vants with eatables anq jars of cooling water* 
fur the accommodation of poor passengers, 
and so muqh are they animated at this time of 
the year to satisfy hunger and allay thirst, that 
the very wandering beasts are als‘o«invited to 
drink in the gaumlas that are placed there for 
that purpose. The exoavation of tank# in 
those villages where the waut of a good sup¬ 
ply of water is very much felt, and 'raising 
munders beneath umbrageous trees for -the 
rest and refreshment of travellers, arc acts of 
every day ooourrence among Hindoos. When 
a tank<is dug or a seat built.heneath a shady 
tree, they are of course aolemniaed with some, 
mvnters, but however supersUtious be the way 
in which they are dedicated to the cause of 
charity, the acta themselves are good and per¬ 
formed from benevolent motives. 

Somebf the rich Natives have built a suc¬ 
cessive number of mundeers, each of whioh 
xontains a large piece of stone, being the re¬ 
presentation of Sheva, and have added to this 
religious'oitftabKsbmbni an OieeJahy, or a ca¬ 
ravansary where, gnesis of every description 
are gratuitously ' entertained with lio little 
mark of kindness and hospitality. 
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.«r«^Ri!:«>^u«tir<for.in' ett^ve*^ An^ tiiOi«fk. I£}i«re .<)^ no. dram tff 
ii-tdt^H/iiileer/^itd Ute otwr ol«a|i«y ir»«Qfiet IH tbe eiCttlUht mf of foftow«wimtiors 
'^ * *' " “ *■—*■ ’ fact Uuiv ito ln»piro hope r» 4 eourafo* Uip snimiited 

'hdlbuU, olirnge and 6ro,. display exfjraordi. 


of forge.•' It fo « kno»^ 

grOopa o'^ ^&aia/urs wander every day tp 
the streets of Caloutta. 

Kemoie, unfriended, melancholy, slow, 

while (bp intense heat of the son eingea their 
complexi:fe and preys open their itrength, 
and if in such burning weather they coald not 
get suitable refection, beverage and resting 
places to renovate their exhausted frames and 
acquire agility in their limha, thibk how many 
would fall victims to the oppression of weari¬ 
ness and tbe inclemency of weather ! In 
addition to these, some other oharitable ac¬ 
tions, both of a public and private nature, 
which the NatNes are in the habit of commit¬ 
ting, may be enumerated ; but from what lias 
already been mentioned, »e might safely con¬ 
clude that they are by no means stiangers^to 
the practice of virtue, and are ready to relieve 
the misery of the, distressed. 

We have not the slightest doubt that if their 
moral feelings be properly cultivated, and if 
they hai'n how to judge well for themselves, 
their heart and purse will be open to the'calls 
of generosity and a Native to Native “shall 
brothers be." 

Innocent omueemeAte.—TlieCaloiiUa Baboos, 
whose favorite diversioo consists now in the 
chase and cards, took at one time a great de¬ 
light in the fighting of bulbuls, flying of kites, 
and the gymnastic exercises of pattans. But 
since the agency houses have fallen, and have 
abstracted a great portion of their long board¬ 
ed wealth, now brightly gracing many a “ vo¬ 
luminous" schedule of the Insolvent Court, 
what a death blow has been struck against the 
continuation of such amusements! Tine flush 
of internal tranquality which brightened the 
countenances of the rich i\pw seems to have 
faded in total evanescence, and the loss d{, 
fortune has really shed a ^loom over theii 


'nary feats of. heroism^, and rush upon each 
other with such impetuosity and vehemence 
as naaool but make tAe spectators appre-, 
[Hhend ihat they would “ mentorixe umther Got- 
fvthu I !** As soon as one of them is vanquish¬ 
ed, cries of rah! vah ! pervade the place, and 
the baboo to whose metu^erie tbe bird belongs, 
presents bis lAflfsMoA a fow rupees. In this 
manner the tamathato is carried on for about 
fwoor three years, and he whose birds pr«\e 
vidiorioHs at last, marches homeward with bis 
fiiends and oomrades in an exuberance of joy 
and hilarity. 

The flying of kites is also performed by two 
oppoidle parties from their respective terraces. 
Great attention is bestowed on sharpening line 
with a pasty compound made of glue, seliuious 
powder and khoee (fried grains) boiled toge¬ 
ther. When the kites lise triumphantly on 
the pinions of air, and whirl and twist in tho 
I'osom of clouds, in how many ways do tho 
/fyerr turn their reels to regulate the tumul¬ 
tuous movement of these flying fonleiies! 
And eveiy efl'orlthal these ethcieal sojourners 
make tu bin I down each other to “ hutltimless 
perdition," excites the most sanguine expecta- 
lions of the spectators as to the final issue of 
Iheir dragon like war. As long as tlic one does 
not fall n victim to the rage of the oihe.r, every 
person who is interested in this sjuixotic con¬ 
cern exhihits symptoms of anxiety and unea¬ 
siness as if his whole life were at siitke. This 
struggle does not last for a long time, and the 
moment on^ of the kites cut its antagonist, »nd 
towers bigli and high in a majeetic way, the 
ferracq.H hence it is flown rings with tbe din 
of dooumes and long continued applause. The 
gymnastic practices were for some time warm¬ 
ly supported by some of tbe rich families; but 
the feivtjr of tbeir zeal seems now to have cn- 


aspects. 

At present a very limited number of Baboos 
indaige iasnch entertainments nnd the man¬ 
ner in wblmi they are celebrated is not half so 
ostei^tious qs before,. . 

Tbe batbnl fighting generally takes place in 
as open spaoioua area. On the appointed day, 
it fo excessively crowded by spectators of 
every class. As soon as the gentlemen of both 
parties whose featitered warriorsaretoatohieve 
martial exploits, take their seats, the signal of 
war is given, when each of the hhaleepaht of 
tbe two opposite dalle, seleeting a plumaged 
hero from his hast of comlrataats, tied on small 
pfooes of bamboo fixgd in spccewiye rows on 
tlie coloifoade of the paldooee, lets it strut and 
ohiro an the ground, and tbe tnoment a little 

« leiuaoo is held In a oonspieBaa.s 
tbtbe ofaampiona of military fiame 
and cry to swell this viand. Tbe 
•Imtak who starves them tor. tvgew 
lo iemraaM tbeir hangar and aninm* 
% pornoM, takes away thd 
mfonuon on whieh.a fiarnn biMAl* 


liiely evaporated, ard nobody thinks of im¬ 
proving bis physical energies. Since the 
death of 'Ritada Goakla, the Achilliet of tho 
modern Hindoos, there have been few gymnas¬ 
tic exhibitions in this city of palaces, and 
should such a state of thinjU continue fur 
some ycarS) tbe pattahe and pailowns must give 
up all hopes of feeding on gve dipl rooieet or 
riohly dressed dawl. In vain would they 
then tarn their fModgoore to add flexibi¬ 
lity to their limbs, or fall up and down no 
the ground to udapt themselves to all the 
adroitness of koeetee. The _days of display¬ 
ing strength and heroism in tbe gymnasia 
from motives of lucre are perhaps gone for 
ever, and with tbe iaereasiog Intelligence now 
diffusing itself in itiiii' country, all mad- 
projects attended with inmetue expenee will, 
we nope, be attoMthhy abandoned, as sense 
of ntiiity Native popalation. 

i W« are,, l^hfer, hy uf. means enemies to 
ijfymiwstnwif ft w^fbe formed' on torriet and 
prliidififoi^priiiieiples which won Id 
ptoineltr petnie'idgee iwd faexifh, and tlio- 
maintenmiiM of wfateh would devolve on such 
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would take va ac^We {tart in |i{i dp«ratioii«K 
But 1 wotiltl aerjtaioljr oernr eoaonrage.idler' 
n«S4 1^ feedinjr a number nf patftth* or s'peitd'r 
ini; any sum nf money for their oare ami oon 
fort in furtberancd of an object whieb woukl^i 
neither prove beneficiat to myself or to uiy 
eoantrymeir. • 'ft 

^ • June 29, 1837. , 

No. 14. 

The ideas of tho flimlaos reapactint; oos- 
inography,heaven and Us wonderful phenome¬ 
na, are extremely niarvelloua, and savour 
much more of poetic liolion than any demon* 
ttrated truths of science. It is quite evident 
from the very nature of the theories, that a 
belief in them must imjdy a want of judg¬ 
ment and pefoergi«% of reason. They are oii 
the whole a mass of phantasmagoria of a dis¬ 
turbed amt heated im igination, eOiidueivool 
no other end, hut that of extending the do¬ 
minions of error and superstition. 


eittud* «i«« iip«eMs of auhitait sntdi!''; 
viili •enssdMip^twiinrtiad thln^'^Wii^ 
«rhf> lhey f<!«l by 'tliii-^iftulls 

wey march ia h took to eat t^e leavet' 
'^^ofrudl iroes, which fn hellewod to^e their riohs 
om dainty, and by tho firOfb that flows from 
their mouths ou ^s tops of moaotains and 
liiiia, while this food undergoes the tyrocesset 
of insalipation and mastieatioH, they ptoduee all 
the abour (mica) which \.e see so plentifully 
embodded in the bowels of tho earth. 

The formatioo and fall of rain are not 
owing to the exhalations and evaporatoas 
whiob we see talcing plaoe almost daily in 
every collection of water, but are ascribed to 
a cause of a quiteyafra/eur nature. It is said 
that/ndra, the Goil of the Armament, has a 
Kigaiilic eloptiaiit known by the name of 
OeerrAhut, wliicli at his lidding draws up by 
means of Us liugo proboscis, -the waters of the 
seas and rivers, and throws them hack on the 
earth from the lofty portal of the welkin. 


The universe consists of seven islands and 
seven seas. The great globe itself whinh we 
inhabit, is called the jnmboo deep, ou'ing to the 
cireiimstanee of a blackberry tree of immense 
height being planted in one of its parts whose 
fruits are as large as elephants and the Juiee 
of whicli drizzling in a lake engenders heaps 
of purest gold. The seven seas are the recepta¬ 
cles of seven diiferent kinds of things, viz, 
liotiey, curd, ciarilicd butler, salt, milk wine 
and water. But what can be the uanse of their 
aiiopting those comical arrangemoDts as true, 
wO are really at a loss to conceive. * 

The iinnanent contains seven stories varied 
in aspect and size, and inhabited by seven 
different kinds of people who must have per¬ 
formed some glorious actions previous to 
their settlement in those felicitious rdgious. 
The innumerable legion of stars whioli adorn 
the sky are the transformations of the eyes dc 
ceased persons. Whenever a meteor fully to tlie 
earth, it is a sure sign of one of the deceased 
being re-born in the great famMy mankind. 
But should an individual happen to see its des¬ 
cent, must die a few moments after its birth, 
and the -observer must iueur the guilt of 
murder. How-difficult is it then to the astro¬ 
nomers to make their observations in open 
places, for if in prosecuting atmoispherio re¬ 
searches, they often witness -the shootings’ 
of meteors, they must make themselves the 
MacbetJu of new born generations which 
might rouse tlie shade of inaltAus to give us 
a new edition of his favourite theory—adding 
to bis prineiplee of “ vice and misery,’* the 
ravages and destruction which astronomy 
has hitherto committed, and but for which 
ItopalatioD would have progressed in ayeo- 
nutrieal ratio. But whatever may be said 
about this matter, the persons who thus wil¬ 
fully mqwder our deargst babes (in whose lisp¬ 
ing and cries we say there is aaolMio *' soft 

and swMtas .4|wfl0*l lute**)«(*offhl tp trii^d 

and punished by a ooartof Juitiet wbnre bqoiv 
VY and ooon cohscikhcB-gfl^e tba ejueatito 
authorities!!! * . 


Lightning is prodnoed by the eorrnscatiens 
of the briglil color of a girl called Bidlmt 
Lota, who ooinbiiios iii her beauteous features 
and form so iiiueb loveliness and enchantment, 
that the veiy clouds hie towards tier feet, cap¬ 
tivated by her charms while the all-seeing 
Indra, enraged at their brRtal conduct, darts 
on them his dreadful badger, whiuli is acknow¬ 
ledged to be the cause of thunder. When the 
loud claps of this terrible instrument of woe 
a.e heard, it is thought prudent to avoid the 
company of maternal ancles, as acting in op¬ 
position to this practice is attended with the 
visitation of its discreaiive efifects. The rain¬ 
bow is the exact picture of (he bow iff Rama, 
tho hero of liamaona. Tile halo of the moon 
IS the sign of the congregation of a host of ce¬ 
lestial beings around her pearly oar. * 

JThe wind,storm, whirl-wind, and tornado do 
sell spring from the who is of an 

atiiietic stature and invincible might. The ai^ 
Is of forty-nine species, all of which blow from 
the great belly of that deity; but if by any 
sadden expansion-or oversight in ^*unbuUoniitf 
it after sapper,” it be burst at any tiifle, think in 
wli'at a jeopardy we would be placed. A. oon- 
tinual scene of Blowing, tossing, and ttdnuit 
would prevail—our books, tables, chairs, and 
all the paraphernalia of furniture would bh 
.lifted above—our speech and words would be 
lost in the boisterousness of squalls, and every 
object of nature would be subject to so much 
ooactuifion and couTuisiou that 

The cloud capt towers, the gorgeous {laUces 
The solemn tmnples, &c., Arc., Icc. 

would at last he dashed to pieces, and, 

Likethe baselem fabric of a vision, 

Leave not n Wreck behind. 

The'origin of mist is fouuded on the foliow- 
iug story of Mohaveaufat. One morning in 
aurntper JfuMoyswdot the daughter of Dhebur 
Rsuttk, was tripping on the flowery bank of 
crystal lake.- Ttoe^ picturesque view.pf tbp 
contiguoas fleldhi' and vales was pdrfeetiy 
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entioiog.' Th? golden emiles of OrgoHoh,* 
the gnntto wiiiiiperB of Somirod.t the duleet 
, tof' joirds, the emerald aiipeoC oi^ 
ver4ii^.,imd the caporinga of jnnooent ci^- 
tores, WQi'e the chartna of the matiii acenhry of 
thU rural apot. A few momenta paased and 
before the Ladj of the Lake appeared a man 
of a majestic donieaoor. My name, aaid be, 
ia ParaRtt Moni ; thy beauty, dear lady, has 
captivated my heart, and 1 can no longer 
endure the pangs of love. The fair MuUo: 
gunda brightened at fhia—she blushed—she 
dfoped her head and remained silent. The 
impatient Moni at last took her np in his arms, 
And being requested to darken that sequester¬ 
ed portion of her father’s dominion said. Let 
there be mist, and mist there was. 

Calcntta, Jttly 6, 1837. 

No. 15. 

Itisalmnsta matterofootoriety thata lore of 
travelling and aspirit of etilerpuso are not the 
characteristics of the Hindoos. To visit fo¬ 
reign countries by European ships is deemed 
derogatory to their honor and injiirious to 
their cast. We know ornonative(witii the noble 
exception of the illustrious Raminohun Roy) 
having ever troubled himself as yet about 
treading distant reninis either for the gratiH- 
cation of curiosity or. the aggrandiseincnt of 
fortune. It is this iamentahle cirr.nmstance 
oombined with the apathy ofthe Natives to the 
cultivation of lands, that operates as a great 
check on the improvement of agriculture, the 
acceleration of commerce, the oxtention of 
intercourto, the adoption of better usages and 
iostitatikn, and the conseqnentaraelioration of 
the country. Bnt'we hope that with the dis¬ 
semination of knowledge which may properly 
be denominated the panacea of every moral 
disease, such prepossessions will utterly wear 
away, and the long reign of error will erelong 
be extinct. « * 

However prejudiced they may be to roamin' 
climes separated from their native country by 
many a sea and river, and however disinclined 
they may i«e to embark their capital in under¬ 
takings requiring them to bid a temporary 
adJea to tlieir “ home and heetrth,” they never 
regard it as a matter of little consequence to 
visit those parts of Hindorostan that are reckon- 
cd sacred in the skastur : the holy Benares— j 
the nublime Poore of Juggernauth— the awful 
seat of Ggasoor —the wonders of Johtmokee — 
the dark abode of BuddiTunsth —tlie fcloody 
fieldl of Kooruck JSTetro—the magical waters 
of SitaCoondoo —the lovely groves of Sinda- 
5oae—and the lonig renowned Pograng, haunt 
the thoughts of the young and the old. There 


• ,* Morning twilight. , 

. t Southern breou. / , . ' 

t It is said by many a {dlgrim that thee^ur ef the 
fields of UTom-nollt f in the vicinity' of Delhi)'ds as 

red aa blood, which, w to be a vsstige of' the 

fwriovn ^atrwagad b^mlpn tijss Pendaii and she XsersM' 
in the Bwsper tag. 


HINDU. 

is-nottiing in the world so grand and magnili- 
centtoa Hindoo as the sight of these eanse- 
erated spots. Every temple, however -dilapi¬ 
dated and mossgrown it may be, and every 
^massof stone placed in its oontre, are caloola- 
ted tofiil the minds of pilgrims with emotions 
of veneration and piety.* In all the objects 
of antianity that are linked with mgtUologieaV 
assooialions there is an ideal excelUkeg appre¬ 
ciable only by such as are totally absorbed in 
the contemplation of religion. Pilgrimage is 
said to be expiatory of all the sins committed 
in the secular life and conducive to their spi- 
ritoal weifere. 

Of all the tirtoes mentioned above, a visit 
to Gga is the most important. Every pilgrim 
that goes tliere offers Pfadees* on account of 
his ancestors, and^Ull deceased relations and 
filends. This is one of tift principal way.s to 
promote their salvation, and place their souls 
in the midst -of every celestial enjoyment. 
Those that become devils after death in con¬ 
sequence of their dying at home, and trouble 
the families to whioii they belonged, can also 
be drifted to linavcn by the adoption of this 
meqns. The fiends are said to live generally 
OBt'ffiib tops of trees. When they are destroye-l 
§^'^nt of this hocus poens for their ultimate 
good, a Inrgo branch of each of their trees 
must be bioken, which is thought to be a cer¬ 
tain s^n of their ascension to the sky. The 
sandtify of Gya is founded on a fabiiloos story. 
It is said that when Ggasoor, a powerful giant, 
rebelled against the Clods, and began to com¬ 
mit every sort of mischief, a terrible battle 
took place between him and Khrisna, wliicli 
ended in the defeat of the latter. But the 
mighty conqueror, moved by entreaties, was at 
last prevailed upon to live quiet under ground 
in Gga, provided he would receive pindees 
every 4ay. It has therefore been enjoined by 
our shastur that those who wish to promote the 
spiritual happiness of their anoostnrs and de¬ 
ceased frieDd.s, should adore the giant in the 
inannerqirescribcd therein. It i.s evident that 
the name of the^nlace is derived from the cir¬ 
cumstance of Cgasoor's residing in one of its 
parts. Sbotsid it so happen that not a. single 
pindee be offered to him atay day, he would 
rise again hot with indignation and '* fierce as 
ten furies” tp render the world asoene of liavoo 
and bloodshed, and hurl the ver^ Gods, as ho 
did before, to “bottomless perdition.” 

It is probably well known that s^e ani¬ 
mals and trees are highly respected by the 
Hindoos. A cow is said tP be the representa¬ 
tive of Bhvggeivttg, a lion the favourite animal 
of her riding, a bull that of a her husband, a 
mouse and peacocks those of her sons, serpents 
are the servants of Montba, oats are the nags 
of Sottee, the goddess of ohil'dien, and in this 
manner a great many quadrupeds, birds, rep¬ 
tiles and fishes beleng to some gotl or other. 
Among the vegetahlo Jtinfdpm, heir, btdt, 
auuuok, m4ih|c, and nsem aregene- 

ridly hrorsfaipped* - JBofv it beloved tree of 


* Kadsa msittt a cuedteydf lice, plsetain, iag|ir,‘ 

heuqTi twim KsvsSi &c, . 
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wlinoi nothing can delight ao ntach as I pbew^ tloor gofAah»ri bnia (awa% ;oe. ada 
’its loaves. is reukoned asoetWtree. The i of an ordare^mter) 1 #i/l marry jonr jbthera 
reverence paid to satsMck arises from a belief, tijters,&c;.ThB'parentt, uncles, and anatasav 
that the souls of Braniins are traosfonned into to^eir sons,bol boisoseomAABioe (ohiyouthe 
its leaves, and it is therefore thoagbt a most* galt^t of yodr tnotber fn>law) you have'sue- 


heiniouscrime to tear any of its parts. Motir 
sha (cactus) is the earthly image of the god~ 
yilcssof snakes. The leaves of toe/seeare highly 
valued in conseqaence of Khrithna’s befn{( ex* 
cesAivoiy fond of thom, and neem is consider- 
cd holy, aud is never burnt because Juggtr- 
MKutA was formed of this wootb ' •* 

Jokes. —The Hindoos are rather a gay set of 
people, and are great lovers of ‘guips, cranks, 
and wanton wiles.” Some of them possess a 
slight knowledge of Paromtuassia, but the ma¬ 
jority are well versed in all the qoerks, 
guiddits, qnibbles^quivooallon, and quiz¬ 
zing” of puns. Thofokes which they crack to- 
wardseach other are of a disagreeable nature. 
One brother'in-law says to the other “ door 
saia, door baucliode !” 1 will marry your sis- 
ter, Ac. The maternal uncles say to their ne- ' 


oeeded toyoor fafher-ln-Iaw'sbed, &e. Tbejest 
which grandfathers,grand-moUiers, and grand¬ 
uncles, &c. bandy against their grand-sone 
and grand-daughters are a regular attack on 
their comeliness and character, which is repel¬ 
led frith acrimony by the attacked. The sons 
and nephews declare in jokes that their -pa¬ 
rents and unfeles are illigitimate, and are the 
lovers of their wives. The younger brothei^ 
joke with the consorts of their elder brothers 
respeoting their beauty and chastity, and in 
this the different relations of a family become 
facetious and gay to swell the roar of laughter 
—meaning it perhaps as a lesson for such as 
are the gaggers of gigglers—tho Herods of 
witlings andfprocrustru’s of full grown wits.’ 
Calevdta, ^ Ju/y, 1837. 

• [Englishman. 


THE BLACK ACT. 


COMPARATIVE VALUE OF LIVES AND PROPERTY OF 
EUROPEANS AND NATIVES IN INDIA. 

In the January number of the Edinburgh 
Review there is an article on Captain Sice- 
man’s work on Thuggee, attributed to the pen 
of a distinguished memher of the service and 
a member of the Law Commission. In one | 
part of it the following passage occurs:— 

This is, iudeed, a noble instrument of 
benefioence, but much credit is also due to ' 
the hand which basso effectaally applied it.' 
The grand characteristic of Lord William I 
Bontinck’s measures is, that they were dtrcct- ; 
rd to the permanent benefit of the mass of the | 
people. Hence the dislike with wliicli he is' 
regarded by the privileged few, and tho^vene-^ 
lation in which his name is hold by the people 
of India. No renown was likelf tq i.Uend the 
suppression of Thuggee. Thert were no 
iiiountejl hordes to be subdued by brilliant 
military achievements. The work could be 
performed only 'the silent operation of 
uninteresting judicial proceedings. Theruling 
class in India, who are the dispensers of Eu¬ 
ropean fame, were not concerned in the mat¬ 
ter. The Thugs had never molested them.i 
They once bold a consultation on the subject, 
and resolved against ever attacking Eu ropeans, 
for three reasona; one of wbioh was, that Eu¬ 
ropeans generally carry pistols when on % 
journey; the second, tliat they seldom carry 
money; and the third, that if they were mo- 
moluptod, ^ such a Btorm~ would be raised as 
must end in the destruction of the assooiatien. 
In tlUs they j*df:«d quite correctly. If a sin¬ 
gle oivitiap .or mUitarrman had beqi^aiigged, 
thuggee would have iwu aboilsbeiriim ago; 
and the Oovernor-OetiBiwI. who aechflilplisued 
it, would havohad hiupmlaes sudc 
0;Groat’s House to Land’s.£nd. - vo 

<< This is one of the evils of our dto&ilons 
position in India. The character of a ruler is 


'.principally determined by the way in which 
the iuterests of the Enropean residents are 
affected by bis measures. Hence a Governor- 
General may be lioid up to reprobation in 
Europe for the very reason for which be is 
entitled to praise,—because he consul Is the 
interest of the mitby in preference to that of 
the few. The remedy for this state of things, 
as far as it admits of a remedy, is to unite all 
interests by subjecting the^ natives tfnd the 
European settlers to common laws. Indian 
Governor will then no longer be distracted 
between the interests of the powerless mady, 
and the powerful few; and European energy 
wiij unite with native acuteness and local 
kmwledge in improving institutions in which 
the welfare of all will be equally concerned.” * 

This has certainly been one of the. greatest 
errors of the British Indian administration. 
The life aud property #f a JBuropeanf partiou- 
larly a member of the service, has been looked 
upon in a very different light from thaf In 
which the lives of the natives have been re¬ 
garded. ' Thousands of the latter might perish, 
without exciting alarm, whilst the loss of one 
life among the former would he im^iced from 
one end of India to the other. The resolution 
of the Thuggsalluded to in the above extract, 
is a cldar proof of the feeling cm this subject 
Urhich then prevailed in India, and the remains 
of which may to. this day be seen on different 
oocasipns. To Lord William Bentiack must 
‘be., chiefly, attributed the oredh of giving a 
different direotioh to the o'orrent of pnblio 
opinion. That Nobleman’s administration, 
whatever might have been its defects, was 
based on ^e BosBiaiBHe principle of the 
greatest good of thO'i^oBtest number, and It is 
over slnee he gave B.'^iitorent direelion.fo the 
ptineiples on whioli ^tis country had b/en go¬ 
verned, that the natives began torlSe inthq. 
scale of society, and to assume that poiltioii 
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to vbicl^ tfaey are justly entitled. Tl^e aup- 
pression.of Tfaaggeo which had been so long 
continpad in India, was one of these acts, hnd^ 
his Lordship has been justly praised for 4 as 
..a reformer of the British Indian Goveriftnent.. 
•^Sefbrmer, June 18. 

Oil iha^. one would Iiear me ! and that mine adversary 
had writted a book. Surely 1 would take it upon my 
•houliier aud bind.it as a crown to me. 1 would declare 
unto him the number of myetepa; as a prince .would 
1 go near unto him. If my land cry against me or that 
the furrows likewise thereof complain a >i 1 have ekteo 
the fruits thereof without mouey or have caused the 
owners thereof to lose their life, let thisdes grow instead 
of wheat and cockle instead of barley. 

To TUR Editor of thb BENa.tL Hurkaro. 

Sir, —The Reformer of Sunday last contain¬ 
ed (in article headed comparative value op 

LIVES AND PROPERTY OF EVIIOPBANS AND NATIVES 
IN INDIA, the staple of which is an eRtraet from 
Uio Edinburgh Jitview of January last. You 
reprinted the article from the JR^ormep. 

Without indnlg^ing in any 8peculation.s con¬ 
cerning the authorship, 1 beg ledve to ask the 
autirar (whoever ho may be) a civil question. 

Who are the Ruunu Class in India, who the 
powerful few ? 

Ir# Ammer .—The covenanted civil servant 
is the RULING powffn, powerful in the tirsi de¬ 
gree. He is alone in possession of the whole 
of the superior posts of law and revenue : 
he is solely responsible in the highest degree 
for the duo administration of both. The con¬ 
dition of his appointment is not merit, the test 
of his meiil is not the result of free competi¬ 
tion. He is the ruling power and may say, L 
Etat c'bst moi, and if while he protects himself 
he cannot or will not protect the powerless 
MANY and yet being one of the privilbged few, 
dislikes Lord William Bentinck’s measures 
because they were directed to the permanent 
benefit of the mass of thepSple, would it be any 
loss, to humanity if beewere selected as a sub¬ 
ject for Thuggee himself ? Now pray observp, 
gentlemen of the Civil service, that it is not 1, 
A LAWYBR, who liave thus written of yoq, but 
u writer who wishes b||^ common laws applied 
to altbui yoursetvos, to increase yourirros- 
po.psiblc power wbUo lie ihgs brands you with 
-worse''tban ineompetenee; 

2d Aasiecr.—The Amlah consti(nte,a portion 
or the RULING class powerful in the second 
degree. They have the secret of Talleyrand 
“tout faUflflsans paraitte " and are they not as 
a body careless a.bout their countrymen and 
do they not wink at Thuggee, connive at it, 
league with it, and. share in itsproftts without 
shame ? The remedy for this state of things 
fs to give them more power and by common 
LAWS anew oi^or of ^sulyeots to be.handied 
gently and milked “ a mtseroeorde at k merM/’ 

aid Answrer .—^The Sadder Ameons, Idopniuffs 
aodS^eieinl I>dpttty Colleetora are the raUog 
objjjjgHlipr.effotin the third and lastdegree. One 
baVn the merit of tbrtie. or three 
UpSeen civ^ians; but pan never by any Wuwa 
ppossibiUfy.MdiUe thblndia Houip stands,: vaolt 
r nver the pal# ^41' thke rank ontoog the «ove- 
' banted or be-the repttbsd equal ofliUfeid in* 


infeivor. This is to subject the natives and the 
European settlers to Common laws, to consult the 
interests of the many in preference to those of the 
few. 

What was the effect of Act No. XI of 1836 ? 
Was it then to su^cet the native and the 
hiuropeaii Settler to Vonuuon laws ? It was di¬ 
rectly the reverse, for its effect was to render 
the .odndUion of the European settlor, and 
the native Mioroughly nneqnal, and to give 
the latter an advantage in every instance and 
this too, wef .presume, was done to “ unite all 
interests” anif to “ consult the interests of the 
many in perference to that of the few.” I beg 
leave to ask this ingenious writer, i.s that equa¬ 
lity V Is IT JUSTICE ? By what aritlimctical or 
geoinetical' ratio does he find the exact majori¬ 
ty whieh shall entitle th.e class po.sscs$iiig it 
to a preference of its inteiiiffis in the adminis- 
tiatioiu of justice f But let us proceed with our 
anulysisofthe provisions of Act No. XI. of 
1836, 

l«t,—The Native has the benefit (iflioili 
suitors arc Mahoiiiedaiis) of Mahoineduii law, 
in matteis, of contracts, inheritance, divorce, 
marriage ~i. c. of his own hno. 

2)ul. —The Native (il both suitors arc Hin¬ 
doos) has the like beneiit in all cases, 

3rd. —The Native (if one suitor be a Malio- 
medati the other a Hindoo or the reverse) has 
a known rule of law to yo by, aud knows hciorc 
hand that the law of the defendant will go¬ 
vern the case. The Judge knows it too, aud 
has some knowledge of the law. 

4t/t.—The Native is left exactly as he was 
before Act XI. of 18;6 with respect to the 
right to appeal. A right which, whatever our 
bastard-Benthaniitus may think ufjt, is of 
the last iniportuuce when the judges in the 
drst iiistniine are ncillier * well informed nor 
upriglit. These gentry forget that tlio very 
key-stone of Bentham’s whole theory is the as¬ 
sumption that his judges shall ho well inform¬ 
ed and upright and kept in order by a vigilant 
and Well informed pwblie. 

This being (he position of the Native, let ns 
contrast it with that of the Englishman since 
Act No. X<I. of 1836. 

ls(.—Ifboth suitors are Englishmen they 
have the beneht OF no law according to tiu 
letter of the Regulations vide ns, 8, 9, of Reg. 
VII. of 1831—but that whieh shall come out 
of the judge’s mouth, as the laws of England 
were to come out of the mouth of Jack Cade: 
in short they are to have the law of Equity 
and good conscience, and Bits too as well in the 
matters of inheritance, divorce, marriage, &c. 
(tp in oontract 11! , ' 

ftnd. If the GoTcvninont, thongb it refn.scd 
to give anpwer to the petitioners who ashed 
what law was to prevail in future in the M^^fssil 
in the above specified case, were by B resoyipt 
Tram Mr. Seo^dtoryiAny'bedy to the Judge to 
signify law was to be admintster- 

ed totl^n^MlIn kffy given, case the Eng- 
Ii8htok(p|llild. haqo the benefit ofEug- 

illti^&^ndiniBietered to him by a Judge who 
Ji^d ttoverptudied Qrpyaa|iUed it in his life, 
and fKbodthe odds are abopt 90 in a hnndred) 
could noi speak oriead ope word of English. 
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Of his condition af(or such a decision <ns be 
wouid be likely to get respecting the right to 
iippoai we shall speak hereafter. 

The two above cited examples i^ro of 
cases in «'iiich W/i suitors arc Englishmen a 
we now come to the case in which one is a 
Native, Maliornedaii>or Hindoo, the other an 
y' Englishman ; in this case the conditions or 
both are ecjual as far as the law to be adminis¬ 
tered is concerned, that is neither get any law 
at all, no rule but the judge's notion of the 
lawjtf equity and good cunsience.' If adminis¬ 
tered, however, by an European Jtidgu of the 
Civil Service, ho all his life from boyhood has 
been known to Government and his fellows, 
and his whole life has been (if the appoint- 
meat be a fit one) one eontinned gnarantee for 
at least personal iiunor and integrity. But 
tSicn his bias and learning as a member of the 
Civil Service aad a servant of the East India 
Company is not (otOA/vhr hut his coun¬ 

tryman the interloper, where he has any leaning 
at all. If the Judge, however, be a native, he 
lias no such guarantees to give for integrity 
and can by no human possibility, whether he 
be Hindoo or a Mahomedan, escape a bias 
both of a religious and social character 
iv^'iin.st the Englishman. The oflicers of these 
(Souris bolides, down to the peons, are natives, 
tlic language is native, there is but one com- 
ierpoisc to these odds, which we dare to say will 
be ficoly used, and our pliilosophers iRiill see 
wiiether tlie interests of the many tire consult¬ 
ed in preference to those of the few hy snh- 
jecting Enropcan settlers to unequal laws ad¬ 
ministered by native judges. 

Lastly aa to appeals. Formerly an Eng- 
lisiiiuan could appeal exclu.sively to the Su¬ 
preme Court. Whore one suitor was native 
it was but just to take away this privilege and 
so the petitioner.^ piayed it might !>• taken 
away and an option suh.stituted to appeal 
either to the S. C. or the S. !>. A • the option of 
course residing with the party appellant. In 
casus where both tiiitors are EngHsTimen to, 
oblige them to appeal cases^rf English law 
concerning a divorce for exampldor a question 
of who is heir at law, to the S.D. A., is to oblige 
them'lo go to the worst Court for them. In all 
cases an appeal lies from the Supreme Court 
to the Privy Council, whore the amount in 
dispute exceeds 4,tM)0 rnpees ; from the Sud- 
de#Ameen or the SSiltah Judge on appeal lies 
to the S. D. A. only, when the amount exceeds 
.5,(too rupees and from the S. D. A. to the 
Privy Council only when the amount exceeds 
5,000 sterling pounds. The supplement to the 
Black Act, is about to cat off appeals to»the 
S. D. A. while it makes the jurisdiction of the 
Sadder Anieens unlimited te Mnount; and 
^stwhen the Judieiaf Committee of the Privy 
Council (ipeing reformed) has begna to work 
cheaply, speedily and effectivhl'y, tbq EogKsh- 
man in the Mofussil finds thatander a new 
law he cannot appeallbases und^rAS5O0 d^jd- 
cd against him by natives,to ewy Court*,.nor 
cases to England under £5^000, heoauad it ik 
^ fit that all shonld'besubyoct to oommon laws. 
Why, the native inside the Maliratta ditch can 
appeal a£400£ase from thoSaprem^ Coart to 


this hpur and is liltely to he able tq do so for 
a longer period than some of our law-giveff 
mdy think for. Is that a common uw-TUBVit 
Orijis such a condition of things an approach 
to csllroRHiTY ? Or is not rather the use of such 
unmeanin'g generalities and pompons catch¬ 
words more empty babble or worse ? 

A Uvybr. 

[ Hurkam, Sdne 20. 

LETTER OF THE EAST INDIA AND CHINA ASSO¬ 
CIATION ANEVT THE RUCK ACT. * 

Cowper's Court, Cornhill, MayQ. 1837. 

Sir,—I am directed by the Committee of the 
East India and China Association, to inform 
yon that their Chairman has laid before them 
your letter of the 14th November last, request¬ 
ing the co-operation of this Association in the 
endeavour to procure the repeal ofthe Act of 
the Governor-General of India No. XI. of 
{83(!, taking away the right of appeal from 
British Subjects to His majesty’s Courts;* 
also your fusther letter of the 20lh Novem¬ 
ber. coveting the second of a set of bills 
for £600 forwarded to that gentleman. - 

The Committee no sooner had them laid be¬ 
fore them, than they took the subject into con¬ 
sideration : they perceive, with the inhabi- 
tuiiU of India the high interest the question 
involves, how seripnsly tfle alteration must 
affect them for the reason.s so strongly pointed 
out hy you, and tiic weight petitions so res¬ 
pectfully signed, must carry with them. 

The Committee arelikewi.se sensible of the 
honor done them by your Committee in assod- 
ating them with the gentleman they hare se¬ 
lected to obtain redress for their grievances ; 
but they beg me to observe, <that the East In¬ 
dia and China Association, being in every 
sense purely mercantile, it would, they con¬ 
ceive, be foreign to the purpose for whieff it 
was instituted, to interfere in a matter which 
appears tothem tef partake more of a commet- 
Isial character ; and <tbat the same reasonj 
which operated to prevent the Chamber from 
petitioning asabody, is not less applicable to 
this Association. 

Individually the gpntlcmon of tlyi Commit¬ 
tee arc most ready and flpnxiotts at all times, 
when they can |lo so consistently, to pxert 
themselves to promote the benefits and for 
ward the wishes of the people of India ; and 
the petitioners may rest assured that they will 
derive grW satisfaction in oh^y|j||g for them 
that full investigation of this .ii|HPRnt ques¬ 
tion which it so highly merits,^ '^’" 

* , I am, Sir, 

Yoar obedient humble servant, 

J. Stikeuan, Secretary. 

; Mr, Tdrton’s Loiter. 

Ybeodore Dickens, Esq. . 

Secy, to . the Com, 

of tlse leMoiitttntt of Calcutta aud India, 

" London, Jafy 1,1837, 

lify Dear Sia|,—ffince my last letter (Slst 
May) 1 have liffihiforeportof actualspr/igrcss. 
The memorial’s*t<» the Court of Directors and 
Board of Contreifli have been officially before 
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them, and Iba^eltad frequent interviewit vith 
the Cbair&Mt and Deputy Cbainnan, and Sir 
J HobboDite and the Secretaries of the Indta 
Ba^ but little real advance has been ina4e. 
1 tliink I am not over-stating the case wh%n I 
say, that it is quite clear, that both Sir James 
Carnao and Sir J. Hobhouse think the act ill- 
advised qnd uncalled for—that they would not 
have passed it. • * * • 

But, nevertheless, what 1 apprehended when 
I last wrote, 1 now feel more faHy satisfied is 
the case ; namely, that they will not Utallow 
the act. I have as yet received no offidal an¬ 
swer, hat wbeneverit does come lam convinc¬ 
ed it will be to that effect. Tbose about the 
India House(wbo greatly influence the Court) 
bat who are chiefly acquainted with India 
throughtlie medium of books and self-inter¬ 
ested misrepresentations, are greatly against 
ns.. Theyare oomplctaly of the old and anti¬ 
quated school, but imagine they are carrying 
out a liberal principle in makingone jurisdic¬ 
tion for the Europeans and Natives, though 
the law which the'Court has to Administer in 
one case is not the law in the other, and 
though those who may be perfectly competent 
to administer in one are wholly ignorant of 
the other..They ebuse to imagine that this act 
has for its object the proteqtion of natives from 
the oppression of Europeans, and that such 
will be its effect. Such are their professed 
notions. Imagine to yourself Peacock, one 
of the most influential Clerks in the India 
House, stating a few days ago to the Commit¬ 
tee on Steam Communication with India, that 
the resort of Europeans to India would be 
prodoetive of no good to India, but the con¬ 
trary; that they had always maltreated Ute 
natives and wouIcTdo so still, and that all the 
efforts of the Company to prevent it w^e op¬ 
posed and ineffectual. That an a«t had lately 
been passed by the Leyislative Council having the 
protection of the natives for its^ahieetf which had 
been greatly complained ofifpd vehemently opposed.^ 
In answer to a question (by fiagshaw) whe¬ 
ther under the act the Company’s Judges bad 
not to administer English law where English- 
men were defendants, and whether the native 


the perlitioBS to Parliament, nor do I think I 
could with propriety or effect, whilst the ine- 
,morials are before the Court and Board ; and 
the death of the King has made it in niy 
jndgement most unadviseable to take any de¬ 
cisive steps, till after the dissointion, for the 
presentment of the petition and creating a 
discussjon in Parliament. At this moment 
it would be wholly unattended to. But the 
moment I reo^ve the aifswer of the Court. I 
shall get the member to whom, I entrust the 
petition to glee notice of the intended pre¬ 
sentment of it, kndof a motion upon it on an 
early day next sessions. At preset I think of 
getting either Ward or Viliiera to present it. 
In ail t am acting with the approbation of 
John Crawford, whom 1 have found most use¬ 
ful, obliging and willing. Mr. Larpeut aisp I 
have found eealous and willing, Mr. Hume 
is I beKeve with as,'and as far as it is possi¬ 
ble to. judge, the general body of Radicals 
are favorable. 1 hope in the next Parlia¬ 
ment they will be stronger Crawford will pro¬ 
bably be returned, and he is a most useful 
coadjutor. 

« • « « * * « 
«*»«»** 


Through Crawford, I think we have pretty 
well secured the assistance of the Spectator. 
See a long article upon the Black Act in it, 
June Ibth. Harvey will probably assist us iu 
the TVue Sun, and 1 have no pes of the Examiner 
and Fonblanque, but not so strong as when I 
wrote last. He is at present loo much linked 
with Ministry. Alsager has unfortonately left 
the Times, but I shall hope to obtain the assis¬ 
tance of that paper also. With these aids, 
aud what loan doindividiially, Ihopetomako 
a strong case, and as much impression before 
discussion comes on in parliament as It is 
possible to hope for in a matter which relates 
to India. * * # • # 


However up-hil^, the struggle, I really have 
hopes of a majority in our favour in Parlia¬ 
ment, especially if, as I hope, the Tories will 


Mabomedar and HindM Aumeeas (about 1001 take bur part against the Government, 
in number in Bengal) understood one word I • * * * * « 

of EtigUsh, he said, they had to administer 
English Law nader that act, and to put their 
own iaterpretetioa upon it. Not the interpre¬ 
tation that Lvwyerwould putl'vpon it, 

—hut the^mmmm ditui to'the prinapiM of wui- 
iy and poo(^J||p(Sirtice,“<(fMl that many oj the 
Aunuens tmUmteod Enplieh, Ail this vMs in¬ 
tended at me (for I was ia the Committee 
room,) and meant to do as barm, but I be 
lieve baa done us much good. They have at 
diaoovered the cloven foot, is to equity 
and good oonscidbee law. 1 was examined 
the next meeting of the Committee, and took 
an oopbrtunity in answer to a question as to 
the ^tical and moral effects likely to r^ 
suttWm Steam Communication, to i^dt^e 
itodnet bf the Europeans, ont of «ttio 
Copiiiaav’s service, s*d ineidoMiaUl’ to no 
all Ibis evidence. I have as yet« doM 
directly towards, the preseatinoftt 


* 


I forgot to mention. that 1 .have not been , 
able to procure a copy of tbe draft reply ofdhe 
Conrt of BIreotors on the Black Act referred 
to in my last, the whole snbiect being now 
under consideraUon afresh, in oonseqnenoo 
of the presentment of onr.memorials. 

1 ^rnst the Committee will think that thoogh 
I have not been able.bitberto to make mneh 
outward progress, I have hot unnecessarily 
lost time, and they may rest assured tbat^ 
will leave nothing undone nor lose, any op¬ 
portunity which in my judgment would ad¬ 
vance our canse and obtain fwr ns justice. 

I am, adf dearfiir, yhnrs veiy rincerely, 

• „ T»0S. B. OU TOBVOlJ. 

TnBODoaa Dickens Eso. «... 



1 . 31 ® ] 

THE okcM i^UESTION. 

(Goniinued from pfge 310.^ 


Our contemporaries, we find, have been some- 
■wiiat incorrect, as to the decision of tbtf govern- 
rneoton the opium petition. understand 
that It has been determined to‘give ten lakhs 
to those who have already sbiped their pur¬ 
chases, three hundred rupees per chest on 
what remains uncleared of the three first sales, 
and one hundred and fifty rupees per chest, on 
the opium of the June sale. The wfaoleamottnt 
of relief is, we are informed, estimated at 
about thirty lakhs of rupees. We do not know 
upon what principle this seems to have been 
awarded, and we believe the petitioners did 
not expect or even ask for any ri'turn cn their 
purcliases of the fouitb sale, when they could 
not plead ignorance of the state of the trade in 
China, or of the pressure on tho money mark¬ 
et here. The government has therefore dealt 
with them, even with more liberality than they 
could have anticipated, and, we think, they 
caiiiiut but be satisfied with tho result of their 
The adjustment of losses will sull be 
uillicult, as wo suppose those who resold here 
feci particularly disposed to share the 
public bounty with those wlio.-boughtof them. 
The mode we had expected to be adopted by 
government, was the return of the deposists 
on the uncleared lots, the putting the whole 
quantity up to sale again and allowing to the 
purchasers of the cleared lots ihediirernce be¬ 
tween the average price of the proposed firth 
sale, and the purchase money paid by tbenl for 
what they have taken away. This, wo*lhink, 
would have been by far the fairest mode of ad¬ 
justing the remission, as the price now likely 
to be offered may be fairly estimated^ tho 
market price of the drug. On the whole, we 
we think, tbi.s a very agreeable nsode oi' conduct¬ 
ing auction sales, and we should he very glad 
If Messrs. Moore, Hicky and Co? would ex¬ 
tend it to their horse auction, having been 
very much troubled with a lame horse that we 
bought from them sometime ago, and cannot 
get rid of above the price of ddg's meat. What 
the Company wlU think of it, we can easily 
conjecture, irom their eondtlet to the salt pur¬ 
chasers who were such Severe sufferers under 
the old system ofTobiio rules, and who have ne¬ 
ver to this day beep paid the promised compen¬ 
sation, the direeters quite agreeing with Jdbk 
Falstaff that paying back is a double labour. 
However, as we hate iald before, very 
glad tlmt our neighbours should be relieved 
f rom a heavy loss, partiduUrly as we think 
the relief is given under oircamstanoes that 
will bpset the monopo^ a few years sOoner 
than it would otherwise bate f^lnn. Go it 
must, for the Maiwa trade cannot now be put 
down, and as we have the best possible eH- 

J eneethat the «Mt of prodyoUoh ^ tn Halved 
oes not exceed three hundred Mpeea per 
chest, itmay, wltheertaiit^ be oonoiaded, that 


so long as five hundred can be oblained in Bom¬ 
bay^ which will coyer duty and ohargesof trafu* 
port, the • onUivation will go on increasing. 
Twenty-five thousand chests is, we understand, 
t|ie Mai wa estimate for next season, and, pro- 
bably, the Bengal monopoly will not produce 
much short of twenty thousand, as tho Board 
have for some time past been pushing the 
cultivation as if to keep pace with the growers 
bf Malwa. There will, probably, be a larger 
stock in Chino, at the end of this year than 
ever was known, and a larger crop to keep op 
that stock than over was kept. What price 
then may rational merchants calculate on next 
season ? Ifthb Malwa grower cannot sell his 
produce in Bombay, at a price that he is wil¬ 
ling to take, he can carry it on to China, and if 
he obtains three hundred dollars for it, he will 
be well remunerated. The difiTerenoe this 
year between the price of Malwa and that of 
the Bengal drug in China* is from . thirty to 
forty per cent.; if, therefore, three hundred is 
paid for the one, four hundred will be about 
the value of the other. This price will ndt 
allow the merchant to give more than seven 
hundred rupees at the Company's sales of neht 
season, without running more than an ordinary 
risk of loss, unless, indeed, the consumption 
in China should more than keep pace^itb the 
fall in prices, and the stocks be worked off 
before the new season's supply can arrive. 
What pfobabilty there is of that,' we may 
without difficulty from the last Canton advices, 
which do not seem^o point to any other relief, 
ttfan what may be afforded by the long promis¬ 
ed but still very dbofftfol legalization of the* 
trade. 

If the price be reduced to what we have 
stated, or something below it, there would then 
be no great difficulty in throwing open the mo¬ 
nopoly and puttieg a moderate export duQ' oh 
opium in its place. It is true, tliat there are 
difficulties even in giving up a bad system, 
and, it wonld require caution, not to lose the 

f :reater part of one or two years' r||anne. But, 
f the auction sales be first givei^qlt and the 
drug told at a fixed priee at the Company's 
godofirn, the next step, that of allowing private 
cultivation in partlouiar districts, would not 
be diffloult, and as long as the Company held 
a share id the trade they might insist on the 
private trade opium being brought to their 
godhiliis, for lUspeotion.and payment of duty. 
Indeed, sotauch of Use establishment might be 
kept up after the trade was entirely thrown 
Open, as would insure a vigilant system of id- 
specUon, a custom well known in many cotftt- 
tries, and though inlerfering in some measure 
vHth that perfect ftt^dom of trade wbifih Jheo- 
rieis desire, yetxanetioned by experience and 
fohud td faeitiiatedealiiiga with distant mfirkete 
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<ad W9 •h^ldihink particalarlf aoitabid to the 
opiam trade, these, however, are after consi¬ 
derations, for which there will be plenty of* 
time for discassion. In the meantimtt, ^e 
should be to know, why the Government 
have reduced the export dnty on Malwa opi- 
ttm, just at the very moment when the Bengal 
trade is Iwpacked by the competition of Malwa, 
that the Government feels obliged to return 
the large siim of thirty ]akh8.—£»yfir^an, 
^i^icrr 15. 


We have snatched a moment of leisure to 
look back at the “ masterly" letters of the 
^finriaru’s brilliant correspondent “ diamond," 
and have sifted thorn with as much disappoint- 
nMntasa searcher for diamonds must feel 
ashen the small residamof his washings leaves 
liim but a few sparkling grains of no value. 

Diamond concludes his second letter with a 
disavowal of “ all hostility to the parties who 
have petitioned." The disavowal is entitled 
to be received in widest Pickwickian sense, 
and in the same spirit what fallows :— 

" I treat the question wiiliont fear or favor. _ I hold 
the Government responsible for the honest, just and 
humane appropriation of the funds it holds in trust for 
the benefit of the many ; if relief to the Opium specu¬ 
lators cotnes within these limits, be consistent^ with 
those high duties, in Heaven's name let them get it.” 

Here, at least, is an admission, that it is the 
dnty of Government to appropriate the funds 
trnsted to it, with juitice and humanity, and 
that if relief to the Opium speculators comes 
withm .these limits, they ought to have it. 
Now, in this caam, the funds were not in pos 
sesion ; they were to be screwed out of a par- 
ti^lar class of tbe community, bf a pro¬ 
cess of compulsion which must have failed in 
respect to some of the parties, and must have 
rained many ; and what were these funds ? 
• biddings at sales far bifyond the value of tlie 
article bid for, that article the property of 
Government, and Government all tbe while 
wondering at the speculative madness of the 
bidders I, Could there be humanity in forcing 
tbe fulfilment of such conditions after the 
folly of the speculation was proved by the 
event, and when ruin to many would have 
been the conseqnenoe thereof? Could it be 
justice to adopt a measure which would only 
succeed iiuts object to a iimitted extent, and 
by partiai^eration against those who only 
bad sometliing atilt to lose I Diamond’s posi* 
tion is carried by his own artillery. He rffects 
te laugh at tbe idea of a Government fleecing 
the country by selling ids goods too dear. Let 
him ory, “ ‘ e$ta perpetua such fleecing" when 
|he sale is to another country; but when the 
bsto IN to your own people, what they pay too 
dearly to the Government, whether in the 
u|ce of a monopolised article or the oust of 
jjjpRi pablio establishments, is a real loss on the 
^rae side, not necessarily counterbalanced by 
any benefit to the.state on tbe other. But it 
4s idle- to niake' arguments upon cavilling 
'Injections like these, and equally unprofita- 
jsU wimld it be to follow the attemfits irf the 


writer to prove a great demand for Opium 
(inslend of the reverse) when the Sulph left 
China, by the fact, that a oonisidorabTe quan¬ 
tity (le.ss than former monthly clearances how¬ 
ever), of Malwa Opium had been sold at a 
low price. Nor do we think it worth while to 
canvass his notion, that tfie Zemindars had a 
better plea for redaction, of their fixed rent 
on account of seasons than the Opium tner* 
obants for an abatement of an exorbitant bid 
far above what Government expected,' made 
under a delusion arising out of a political 
event, and followed up by measures of res¬ 
triction more severe than ever, as if tbe 
extent of disappointment in the latter case 
were more within the scope of calculation 
than in the former. 

The instances of concession cited by us in 
the Sait Department, diamond cannot but 
admit the force of; and, therefore, he consults 
the printed Parliamentary papers on East 
India alTairs, hoping thereby to be lifted over 
the style by some adverse opinion exprosed by 
the home anthorities. Be it recollected, that 
we cited tlio.se instances forexample’s sake,to 
disprove the assertion that any concession 
would be contrary to the practice of this Go¬ 
vernment. And what docs be find in these 
papers ? that the Court in noticing Rnmruttun 
Mullick’s sub-monopoly ofSaUinl822, and 
the odnsequences of its breaking down, desir¬ 
ed the Bengal Government to take measures 
to avoid such -a dilemma in future. We 
will repeat the words quoted against us by 
DIAMOND :— 

“ The attempt of tbe more extensive dealers to Croats 
a sub-moBopoly in their own favor, wliirb occasioned 
the rise of price in 1822 , defeated it'self with so much 
loss and so much danger of ruin to the parties concern¬ 
ed, that,, we think with you there is little hazard of any 
such'purpose being renewed. You are now also upon 
vour guard and, in case of a repeated attempt, the indul- 
srpiice which you granted to them will not again be expo- 
dient." , 

Was indulgence of the same kind granted 
afterwards or not ? that is the question. Yes ; 
on threeoceflsions, in 1824, in 1827,and in 1833, 
and the necessity thereof has been recognized 
at home. The very last despatch from the 
Court, on the subject of the old management 
of the iSalt monopoly, is a general assent to 
the views of the. local authorities here.— Cal¬ 
cutta Courier, August 15. 


Our evening ootemporary is more^ than 
usually testy and grumpy in bis editorial of 
Monday night; but why, we are at a loss to 
-imagin#, seeing that he has'g^t more even 
than he asked for. If we recollect rightly, 
he modestly limited his application to 22 lakhs 
of rupees, and he has touched or expects to 
touch 30, or, perhaps, 35 lakhs. Now those 
who win, oiyi;iit to lau^^li, and leave the “ pa¬ 
thetics" to the, losers,* .that many headed 
monster, the public, out of whose pockets 
the bonus to the^Opiam speculators must be 
screwed. aWe flatter ourselves we are enti¬ 
tled toa sbue of bis iU hamogL uw by 
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no means oneasy nnder the aocaaatioD«f be¬ 
ing inHoenoed by malevolent motives, and all 
that sort of thing, because we happen to ad 
Touate justice to the many in preforenoe to in- 
dulgeneo to the few; an indulgence unwart 
ranted, as far as we have been able to ascertain, 
by one solitary prinoiple of political economy 
or legislative duty. But among the malevo- 
lenis on this occasion, we must reckofi many 
of the receivers of the bounty, whoso laugh at 
their own supposed folly in signing the relief- 
petition, WHS, we have roason to^lieve, only 
Jess loud than that which follotved itssueeess. 
As to the Courier’s sentimentality about any 
desire " to ruin a meritorious class cf mer¬ 
chants,” it is very well as a clap trap address¬ 
ed to the Government; but the patties them¬ 
selves ridicule the idea, as our cotemporary 
will, when he reflects, that had there been a 
loss of a few hundred rupees on each cdtost of 
Opium, there were the profits of thousands for 
several years to fall back upon. What argu¬ 
ments the Government will use to justify its 
conduct, we shall be curious to learn. We 
think it would have been as easy t’: have jus¬ 
tified the appropriation among the Governor- 
Goneral’s Aides-de-Camp. We shall not fail, 
as far as may he in our power, to make the 
facts of the case known at home, and, if possi¬ 
ble, to attract the notice both of Parliament 
and the public to this system of bolstering up 
a rotten monopoly, at the expense of tfie fair 
and free trader, to the manifest injustice of 
all other claimants on the Government, and 
ultimately, to the injury of the revenue itself. 

At present we .sliall confine ourselves to a 
glance at tlie liberality of the Government to¬ 
wards the la.'ded Proprietors, and we do hope 
our cotcinpornries of the Native press will 
circulate the contrast farand wide, through the 
length and breadth of the land, that theirNati ve 
brethren may mark, learn and inwardly digest 
bow much better it would have been for tlieni 
to have been gamblers in Opium than^ncces 
sors to the estates of their fathers under the 
paternal Government of the pKsent day. 

ARREARS OR REVENUi!.'* 

Bengal. Behar. Orissa. 

Demand.90.S6.285.. 35.97,776.. 24.50,204 

Itemissious. 1,32,351.. 446.. 67,42 

Net balance due 

1836-37, .■. 30,51,831.. 16,15,603.. 193,102,7 

In immediate train of 

payment, ....... 14,05,575.. 292,605.. 6,61,783 

Expected by distraint 

• or sale of lands,. . 13,88,208. 12,22,585.. 10,18,471 

From this document, it would appear, that 
the arrears of land revenue of the se(,tled and 
uasettied districts of the Bengal Presidency, 
Rmonuted to..1,61,44,086 lakhs. 

That Government have 
munificently remitted^.... 1,39,530 HI 

That it considerately pro- » 
poses to distrain or «el], .36,20,264 !!! 

; A sum rather larger than the gift to Bie Opiuni 
apaeulatora. Has the tSouner" H« o<il»paasi- 
•o tot the parties whaviU be ttos throat firem 


house.and home, oris it all engrossed by .the 
sufferers from iheir own imprudence io moh 
niftgup prices beyond'all reasonable gronoda 
of a profitable sale ? At all events, we wuotd 
not 'change our “ male volenoe” foe his 
“ mercy.” 

The next step will be the . division of the 
spoil ; hut we advise our own particular 
friends who have been shaking their fat sidM 
at the apparent facility of pocketing the 
“ bl&nt,” not to whistle until they are out qf 
the wood. Tjiere are a goo d many tfs” and 
** huts,” and wo never saw a cake out up, 
without the cutter picking up most of«the 
plums. 

Since writing the above, we have heard, tbsd 
Mr. Cohen has put in a claim for compensa¬ 
tion, and desires to get bis lots back! Hie 
claims are undeniable and his pretensions 
worthy of the best consideration, by all par¬ 
ties ; for had he not moved at first, (on or off, 
matters not) where would the petitioners now 
be? His case *is quite clear —touch ho must! 

We perceive by an advertisement in the 
first page, that a meeting of the parties con¬ 
cerned ill the Opium Trade, will be bold at 
the oifico of the Board of Customs, Salt and 
Opium,- tliis-day, Wednesday, the i6th in¬ 
stant, at 10o’clock precisely, to receive in¬ 
formation as to the result of their memorial.” 
This is a fitting occasion to discuss Mr. Co¬ 
hen’s undeniable claims '! — Harharu, Aug. 16. 


The Opium Trade Meeting at the Board 
this morning, was almost as crowded as as 
Opium sale. Upwards of sixty persons weVe 
in the room, when Mr. Parker opened th« 
proceedings, and the number soon increased 
to more^han double, including a large gfo- 
portion of natives. 

,*Mr. Parker commenced by reading the re¬ 
solution of Governmeift, whioh had been laid* 
•Jiefort a previous meeting, and having briefly 
stated the oourse of the nogociation, and the 
assi.stance given to it by a coniuiitlee of three 
gentlemen, Mr. Charles Lyall, Mr, {(raine and ' 
Mr. DeSouxn, he suggested that the Meeting 
should appoint « Chairman and prqceed to 
business. Mr. Braine immediately proposed 
Mr. Lindsay, wliich nomination was opposed 
by Mr. Cookerell, on the ground, that Mr. 
Lindsay represented China interests only, and 
must, therefore, be assumed to Irara a bias int- 
mical the Straitsmerohants : he (Mr. Cooke- 
rcll)* would prefer somebody unconueoted 
with either, and would, therefore, propose Mr. 
N. Alexander, On a show of hands, however, 
the first nomination was carried. 

The Chairman, (Mr. Lindsay,) called upon 
Mr. Braine to read the Committee’s report. 
In this document it vras ob.servcd, that tha 
three hrst sales of thpReason having averaged 
nbarly tbo'same prjco, which price was about 
200 fupees higher than the fourth sale, they 
eonsidoredthe mQ 9 | fair plan of distributing 
the bonus on Opifltti now in the godowils was 
to.radace thwd all to one price. That, 
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vuriiMis r^tOBS specified, it was qaite iiapoS'* 
aiUe U> asoertain what Opiom was ansotdJiB' 
China at any partiouiar date; that the forfeit 
tura of nnoleared Opinoa here and a re-3a^e.of 
itiwonid involve a greater sacrifice to Govern¬ 
ment, than the highest bonus which had been 
asked for; that two schemes bad been under 
their consideration, one providing for a bonus 
of SO Jaklis together, the other for a bonus of 
49 lakhs; that of the Opinm of this season 
actaalJj shipped for China, itmight'beassafiaed, 
that about 6000 chests would remain unsold 
when the news of these proceedings should 
arrijre, on which the proposed refund would 
be about250 rupees per cheat; assntning a| 
distribntion of 30 lakhs, and that a bonus be 
given of 300 rupees per chest on all Opium! 
remaining in the godowns, of the first three 
hales, and 100 rupees per chest on what re- 
iuained of the fourth sale ; on the June Cpium, 
however, it had afterwards been determined 
to recommend a bonus of 160 rupees. And, 
with respect to-the Straits, having been 
ascertained, that no Opium remained there 
unsold on the Ist of June, they conceived that 
all shipments to the Straits before the Ist of 
May might fairly be excepted from compensa¬ 
tion, and that subsequent shipments to the 
Straits and also all re-shipments to China, 
should be put on 4he same footing as direct 
shipments to China from Calcutta. 


Mr. Parker then read a letter from Mr. Se¬ 
cretary Prinsep in reply to the Merchants' 
petitiCNQ ; and holding the resoluliou of Go¬ 
vernment in bis hand, and also a proposed 
letter to the Court of Directors on the subject, 
observed that he did not consider himself at 
liberty to read thefte; but, would stale the tenor 
of the former as far as concerned the,petition- 
eri>. He wished it to be understood that 
Government recognized no right in them to 
indulgence of any kind, <and had treated tjie 
question purely as ofte, affecting the interests 
f of the revenue. That, believing it to be 


expedient in that point of view to make'eont 
cessions to get the remaining Opinm of the 
season cleared off, and that the cheapest way 
to effect this was by a remission of price rather 
than by forced rC'Saies, the iGoyernor-Generai 
in Council had resolved to remit a sum equal 
to about 15 per cent, upon the Opium in store 
on the 1st of Augost, and would have preferred 
to divide it rateably among the different sales ; 
but as the 4^1 erebants wished to have an une¬ 
qual rate, namely, 300 rupees per cfaest on the 
three first sales, and 150 on the fourth; these 
rates would be admitted, subject to Ihb' con¬ 
dition that all Opium ef tbp February sale 
must be cleared in cash by the 15th Septem¬ 
ber, all Opium of Marob'by the t5th October, 
sind all of Jund'by the 1st qf Dpeetnber. That 
duTemp9t9nt did not rpebsgnise any claims to 
compensation'for losses on sfaipmeata n)|de, 
thcj f wult of spennlations being Bo'ooBqmn of 
Oi ^mment; liut^as tboan Vho,^igbt |raye 
jepum on bati41)^ China, wopIO be Ibjitnpd by 
ypte present measnres,. Goyejmaseiit wgs dis- 
j^fpo^ed iot grant a fnr^^r sum pf tOlajlthaflo.r 
' .distrijliation amoog ops so.silnhtM. vlfpv- 
. ever, tliis hot being quite consiateni wiffa'fhe 


prinoipie laiddowu above, Goverainent wished 
the distribution to be made by a graduated 
, scale, given the largest proportion to the most 
recent exporters, as these were likely to be 
the holders most affected by the bonus qn 
future shipments. 

0 r> 

The Chairman said, that it appeared from - 
what bitd fallen from Mr. Parker, that of the 
two questions before the meeting, the bonus 
of 18 or 19 lakhs, and the compensation to 
past shippei's^ the first was definitely settled 
by the resolution of Government; the second 
was the only one now open for discussion. 
The Committee bad prepared a scheme which 
sbonld be produced. It would, however, be 
proper to determine, first, how the votes should 
be taken ; he presumed, (hat no person ought 
to vote who was not bonk fide interested in the 
trade.^ Hereupon, a little discussion ensnad, 
in which Mr. Oookerell, Mr. Parker and one 
or two other gentlemen took part, and it was 
roled by the Chairman, in concurrence with 
Mr. Parker, that the right of voting should 
not be liiuited to .those who bad signed tbe 
petition; butthat ail persons interested in the 
trade as principals or agents, might give their 
opinions. 

Mr. Braine then read the Committee’s plan, 
which commenced by show'iug the impractica¬ 
bility Nif distinguishing what Opium was sold 
and what unsold in China, and assigned that 
reason, and also the wishes of the principal 
shippers who had been consulted upon the 
question, for suggesting that an equal sum 
per chest should be given upon all Opium 
shipped to China before the 1st of August, 
which sum they concieved the ten lakhs 
would warrant them in fixing at 150 Us. per 
chest; and that the same amount should be 
refunded on ail Opium shipped'to the Straits 
after the 1st may, and also, on all Opium re- 
siiipped from the Straits to Cliina. 

I 

Three resolutions to this effect having been 
read by Mr. Braine, and the Chairman having 
suggested, (Jiat they should be put .separately, 
Mr. Cockerell said bo thought this a- hasty 
mode of proceeding; that the Petilion had 
never been sent to him for signature; that he 
knew nothing of these resolutions, and requir¬ 
ed time to consider their qffect. Mr. liiainc 
observed, that the petition having been drawn 
up by himself, it was necessary for him to ex¬ 
plain,.that Ills reason for not sending ittoMr 
Cockerell was, thatho oonrsidered it useless 
to,4a so, Mr. C. having declared it wRsab.surd 
to ask Government to indemnify people for 
bad speculations. [N, Re¬ 

solutions were then proj^sed and carried hy 
large majorities: 

Moved by James Stewart, Esq., and second¬ 
ed by Rostmwjee Cowqsjee, Esq. 

l«tiZMSl«funt>~Thataiit is admitted to be im¬ 
practicable to ssoertain whet Opium ahipped to China 
may be acualty on handj U V propoed to Government 
to award 1^ Ba. pSr cheat to fdi ehipments of the Ja- 
nuaiy i’ebrmftrrsddllli^b.jiitlfi' fip» *•* Januaf# to 
iSlet July. , “ 
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Moved by Mr. Laekenteeo^ Mid aecond^d b* 
Mr. McDonald. 

2<{ Ueiofttiion,—That as Government state most dis> 
tinctiy they cannot allow any return to parties who,are 
knonu to have actually sold their Opium, andaaiti^ 
known that none remained on hand in the Straits on Ist 
June, it be proposed to give all the ship|)era of January, 
February and March sales to the Straits ISO rupees per 
chest on all shipments since 1st May, thus pfilting all 
thoso who may nave Opium on hand on the same footing 
as the shippers to China. 

Moved by Mr. Crag^, and sgtAtnded by Mr 
Mackay. 

3d Jlfsolueion,—That aa it is possible some of the 
Opium shipped to the Stiaits may have beui tranaebip. 
ped from those places for China, it be proposed that any 
Opium which it may be proved to the aatisfaction of the 
Board has been so trans-shipped prior to the arrival of 
despatches now to be sent, be placed on the sa^e foot* 
ing as the shipments direct from Calcutta to Chine, that 
IS, to receive 150 Ks. per chest on the Jamuary, Febrtt> 
ary, and March sales. • 

That the Government be recommended to reserve Rs. 
25,000 to meet said claims. 

Protest applicable to the three 6rst resola- 
tions. Moved by W. Fergaason, seconded by 
Mr. Cockerell. 

“ That as it is proposed to give 130 rupees per chest 
on all Opium shipped to China fiom the 1st of January 
to the 31st July, whether sold o^ not, it is fair aitd equit¬ 
able to give the same bonus to what has been shipped 
to other parts, though sold like a portion of what has 
been sent to China. 

This amendment was moved immediately 
after the 1st resolation, but not pres.ted to a 
division, Mr. Cockerell observing that of 
course it would have little support at the pre 
sent meeting. A suggestion from the chair 
was therefore adopted, that itatiould b^igiied 
as a Protest, and Mr. Parker promised to send 
it up to Government with the resolutions. 

Moved by Mr. Charles Lyall, and s^onded 
by Mr. Dow, and carried nen^. cch. 

Aih Resolution, —^I'hat in case the sum of 10 lakhs 
allotted liy tioveinment, after reserving'! suflicieucy to 
meet tfie claims referred to in the 3d lesolution, be not 
adequate to a refund of 150 Hs. per chest for January, 
February, and iVIaroh sales, a rateable deduction be made 
fiom all. 

Mr. Parker here observed that no notice 
had been taken of the'graduated scheme 
recommended by Government; upon which, 
the following resolntion was moved by ; 
tonijee Cowasjee, Esq., seconded by Mr. Lyall, 
and carried nem. non. ■ * 

6th Reioiutiim,—That in consequeBce of the above 
resolutions bsvtngdieea carried, it ts deemed wnnecessary 
to entertain the graduated scheme. 

At the saggedtioa of Mr. ParkOr, the foHow* 
tog was moved by RijMitomjee Cow«i|ee, Esq., 
seconded by Mr. Jeuraes gta«tt,eahd oarried.i 

* • 

6tk Rssolutioa,—That i^ead of refunds oa aceoant 

past shipments being made in they shall he 

given in transferable certificate^ which shall Jw received 
by the Orard in payment fw ^ O^amstUl and^ned 
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from the ^fpdowBt, acostding to the amount shewn .in 
each ceri&ate. IncbSsveat .of a certificate not being, 
breagbt into the Board is paynwnt for Opium by tbs 
QOth November next, the Board will discharge the snm. 
ipedi^ III each certificate, oa (^emntatioo. 

Amendment moved by Mr. Dearie, second¬ 
ed by Mr. Mannk, and negatived. 

10 

“ Tha' such purchasers who have no 0|lfum now to 
clear be paid the amount of the refund'that may be due. 
to thgm in cash.” 

Moved by Mr. Braine, seconded by Baboo 
Dwarkanautfi Tagore. 

7th IZsiafution,—That the return upon Opium- actu« 
ally shipped be in nil eases madu to the shipper, under 
guarantee to settle with the parties beoeficialiy interested- 
Nem, eon. 

Moved by Mr. James Stewart, seconded 
by Rustomjee Cowasjee, £sq«, and carried 
naanimously. 

9th Resolitiion ,—That the thanks of this Meeting are * 
due to the Government for their liberal consideration of 
the existing state of the Opium market. 

Thanks were then voted to tho chairman, 
and the Meeting broke up.— Calcutta Courier, 
August 16. 

Wo hear that a ' special Meeting of the 
Chamber of Commerce is to be held on Sa- 
tnrday.to take into consideration tho proeeed- 
ings of yesterday. 

There was also a Meeting in the CJiamher's 
room this morning, of some of the Opium mer¬ 
chants, for the purpose of preparing iaan ex¬ 
tended form the Protest moved and.secoD(l- 
ed yesterday by Mr. Wnv. Fergusson and 
Mr. Cockerell, and it was agreed, that the 
followiif)g gentiomea sbonid act as a Commit¬ 
tee to draw it up- Mr. Cockerell, Mr. W. 
Fergusson, Mr. Ha/'ding, Mr. N. Alexander, 
1^'. Muller and Mr. Apear. Oar readers are 
aware that the Protestfof the dissentients yes-*’ 
derday embraces only one point, which we 
will here repeat in the words of Mr. Fergus- 
gon’s motion:— 

That as it is proposed to give 150 Rs^ per chest on 
all opium shipped to China from the 1st of January 
to the 31st July, whgiher sold or not, it is fair and Iquit- 
able to give the some bonus to what has been shipped 
to other parte, though sold like a portion of what has 
been sent to .Chain.’' 

It is scarcely necessary to observe, that the 
principle laid down by Gavernment is here 
entir^I} overlooked. Government say, “ we 
acknowledge no right in any class of appli¬ 
cants. We remit eighteen or nineieeh lakhs 
of rufpees for our own interest to clear the 
goiahs, to, prevent the opiiyn of this year 
pressing upon Ibat of next season, &c., in 
short, we giro it as the most eooDomical ar- 
raifgement we can make tor our own revenue; 
bynt as by this act we shall do a positive injury 
to holdere^ot opium abroad, wc will give ten 
lakbSi more to tkatti, and to them onlg.’* The 
iftoium Mercbailfts’ Sab-Committee sgy, <' we 
can apply year ptillciple without 4ifficdliy to 
the Sirmti trade, at respect all sbipmeiUs b»i> 
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fore the Ist of for we have ascertained^ 
that on tne 1st of June there was no opium 
on hand there—all had been sold: but wol 
can’t Apply it to China, for, there are no mewsl 
of ascertaining w'hat opium is entitled (o he 
considered unsold there at any date that shall 
be named. We therefore beg to suggest, with 
the cotisftnt of the principal parties concerned, 
that you dilow an exception as to China, and 
distribute tlie ioms rateably among all ship* 
pers to China without distinction." This is 
surely very reasonable, and we cannot con- 
ceivh that it will be regarded differotatly in 
the Gooncii Chamber. Moreover, the princi¬ 
ple of the plan is applied also -to the Straits 
trade, as regards all shipments subsequent to 
the 1st of May, about which there might be 
diflicnities in ascertaining the exact portion 
sold, and the relative hardships of each case. 


Bat“ no," say the framers of the protest, “ if 
the Government plan cannot be acted upon 
every wheie, it shall not be acted upon at 
all.” The very aanie party which treated all 
application for refi^from bad speculations as 
absurd, is now applying for a iontis for the 
speculator who has sustaiied no loss at all; 
and, further, for a portion of that bonus for the 
NetherlandsTrading Company, which reoeives 
some 300 chests annually fur sale under a 
monopoly privilege in Java. Is the Govern¬ 
ment of British India to make ducks and 
drakes of the revenue in tiiis way'? to give 
largts$et to foreign Curopanies, and to traders 
who have realized their speculations without 
loss? Would eae\\ liherality ei all assist the 
object of clearing the golahs ? Are the per¬ 
son!* whom it would benefit, in the position of 
persons aggrieved by the measures now taking 
with a view to that object, the only plea on 
which Government recognizes any pretf-nsion to 
conpensation ? We are really at a loss to ima¬ 
gine, how the Committee will be able to dress 
op a document to whichr.tlicy will eoninjit 
their respectable signatures, having the object 
‘of yesterday’s protest ih view —Calcutta Cou¬ 
rier, Augunt 17. , ^ 


In our Veport of yesterday’s Meeting, we 
omitted to notice a Resolution proposed by 
Mr. Wm. Fergiisson, after tlie seventh Reso¬ 
lution, having accidentally taken no copy of 
it. The substance of it was an acknowledg¬ 
ment of the liberality of Government towards 
the Opium merchants, coupled with ah opi¬ 
nion that the embarrassment in which Govern¬ 
ment found itself, had arisen out oV ^ lax 
mode of treating the sale conditions which 
QOght henceforward to be strictly enforced. 
ObjecRons being made to this resolution by 
several persons jircsent, on the ground that it 
was an ungracious way of acknowledging an 
act of liberality, Mr. Parker said tlrat, as far 
inSoard were concerned, be was rather 
.hat such an opinion should be expressr 
fhy the me^obahts, for the Bohrd«bad been 
Jbarrassed tbitfieitO by the want of support 
thf merchants. The Meeting, Itoweter, 
.rould hot pass a vote hf thanks in so qiialified' 
a shape, and the Rhshltttion being. Uietefare 


got rid of by moving the .preyions questi'oiif, 
the eighth Resolution on onr list of yesterday 
was substituted for it. 


Mr. Parker took the opportunity of .ex> 
ftlaining, that it was the intention of the Board 
to alter the present plan of deposits with a 
view to prevent the abuse’s that bad occurred. 
The ne;y plan proposed was to require every 
person to whom a lot was knocked dowr^to 
sign a promtslory note for five hundred 
rupees, beiqg ten per cent, upon a fixed 
valuation of t,Q00 rupees per chest, for eVery 
lot of5 chests,'at the same time that hd signed 
the sale book ; these notes to be payable in 
cash within fourdays, and if not paid within that 
time, the lots of the defaulters to be put up again 
on the fifth day, and then peremptorily sold. 
And in lieu of requiring the deposit to be 
made up to 30 percent, as at present, before 
a certa'in period, the entire amount is to be 
paid up in cash within thirty days, and a dis¬ 
count at the Governmhnt rate of interest is to 
be allowed to buyers who pay op before the 
expiration of the terra. No objection was 
offered to this plan at the Meeting; but we 
doubt whether in praetice it will work so 
well, in the matter of the deposits, as the 
adoption of a rule that all rlepo.siis should be 
paid in cash immediately after the sale on the 
same afternoon, which payment moat of the 
principal buyers would in fact anticipate. In 
that case a defaulter’s lots might bo re-sold 
the very next day, so as to give no time for 
jobbing in the bazar,—which will not be pre¬ 
vented entirely by aseheiuo that allows a man 
four days’ credit to speculate upon. 

Mr. Parker added, that the Merchants must 
prepare themselves to expect the sales of 
next season to amount to nineteen thousand 
Chests.— Ibid. 


Onr readers will find, in another part of onr 
paper, un account of a Meeting of Merchants 
opposed to the resolutions, which were pass¬ 
ed at the Board of Customs, Salt and Opium ; 
and at whick, it would seem, onr late allusion 
to the picking of plums out of a cut-cake was 
fully appreciated. It is not our intenlion, 
however, on this occasion to discuss the me¬ 
rits of the rival claims. We think there is 
some imprudence in agitating them at all; 
open your mouth, and shut your eyes, and take 
what the gods give you, is sound as welt as 
antient advice. Our present purpose is to 
question the accuracy of the views of Govern¬ 
ment on the financial bearings of the case. 
“ Indulgence," “ liberality,” " meritorious 
class,” “ imprudent specnlation, &c., &c.,” 
on which our evening ootemporary has so 
eloquently, bat'UAsacoessrolly dwelt, are all 
unceremoniously' thrown overboard by the 
Government. ' They adopt ■ “ sllex's" grin,' 
and candidly tell the*>pethio«era,'*‘we cara 
not a rnsh-Aghtj wh^tfafr you hate lost or 
won, onr only objln^ tirfo get rid Of the opioni 
with the -least' loss td oartefves." It is tene 
that in a i»i^ of nbe prOposHioas, there is a 
practical oontiadit^dd tp tbcie ,]^ofossi<w»; 
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und. we think, the fiomftay Hiolders of Mfalwa 
have a ^ood ease to drive the wedge home ; 
but, let that patii for the present. 

If we have not made some' strange error, it, 
appears to us clear as noon-day, that had the 
Ooveriiinent adhered.rigidly to the conditions 
of the sale, the revenue would have been the 


gainer. • 

Supposing all the Opium of the 
season to be paid for according to 
the terms of the sale, the proceed* * 
in round numbers would ' oe 2,56,00,000 
Grant by Government. 30,00,000 


2,26,00,000 

Deduct 900 chests, for which 
there has been no deposit— loss by 
resale at 500 rupees per chest.. 4,50,000 


2,21,50,000 

Cost of production of 17,000 
«bests say at 300. 51,00,000 


Net Revenue. i,70,50,000 


By adhering to the conditions of the sale, 
the result would have been 

7,960 chests paid for. 1,30,00,000 

Thirty per cent, deposit on 8,348 

chests forfeited. 37,00,000 

Re-sale of 9,200 chests at 1,000 • 

per chest... 92,00,000 


2,59,00,000 

Deduct cost of production as 
before. 51,00,000 


Net Revenue. 2,08,00,000 


We will suppose, however, that 9,20(kcliests 
thrown upon the market, in the face of the 
stock at Lintin, would not yield more than 
700 rupees per chest; the revenue after de¬ 
ducting between 1,000 rupees and 70Orupees 
would be 1,80,40,000, or abon^ 10 Inkhs more 
than by ibopresent arrangement. If we have 
made an innoenrate calculation‘nof any mo- 
mcnt,*we shall be glad to be put right by the 
Courier, who, we are aware, is an adept at 
figures.— Hurkaru, August 18. 


ber of Commerce, oiherwise than thsough tire 
Sepretary under the sepefton of the Committee^ ‘ 
,or at the requisition of a certain nmnbbr of- 
meimhers and more especially a meeting, at 
which persons nut members, might, nnder the 
terms of the notiee, attend ; and, secondly, 
that a meeting so summoned was Calculated to 
convey an impression to the GovengiHent that 
the Chamber of Commerce, as a body, were 
opposed to the resululious passed at the Board 
of Clistoms, Salt and Opium. 

These objections were met, and we think sa- 
tlsfactorily, by shewing that there was no rule to 
prevent meetings at the Chamber of Commerce 
which were connneted with objects of even 
partial interest, and that in practise, as in the 
case of the committee of Bonded Ware-Jionso 
Association, soch meetings did take place and 
were open to persons not members of the 
Chambers. 

That the locality of the Chamber of Com- ■ 
merce was seeded as more generally conve¬ 
nient, and that it was an over-strained inter¬ 
pretation tocniifunnd the more abode with the 
occupant, the stable with the liorse ; and that 
virtnally there was no diiTerenue between a 
meeting of the dissentients there or at any pri¬ 
vate liouse. 

• 

That in the meetings held for framing and 
carrying on the negotiations on the opium re¬ 
lief-petition, the dissentients were neither 
invited nor did they intrude themselves ; and. 
ooDsequentiy, tiiey were not prepared for the 
interruption of parties in tbe opposite interest, 
nor expected they shoold take any part in tjie 
present proceedings, although there awaa not 
the slightest objection to thtiir being spectators 
of what might pass, the utmost publicity beiug 
acceptable to the dissentients. • 

After a long ar^ animated discussion, at 
wliich, as we have before had occasion to ob¬ 
serve in all Calcutta m8ettings,the talkers out-^ 
..numbered the hearers in the proportion of 10 to 
I, the rival parties set-med to adopt something 
in the shape of a compromise. At least each 
foll(^wed its own objects. ^ 

The dissentients, Mr. Cockerell in the chair, 
passed the following resolution, proposed by 
Mr. N. Alexander and seconded by Mr. Martin. 


OPIUM MEETING AT TBE EXCHANGE. 

In consequence of a notice in the Exchange 
Gazelle in these words, “ a meeting of those 
parties, interested in the opium trade, who 
dissented from the resolutions as proposeifat 
the meeting held this-day, at the Office of the 
Board of Customs, Salt and Opium, is request¬ 
ed at the Chamber of Commeroe, to-morrow, 
the I7th instant, at 10 o’clock, A. m., precisely. 
Calontta, 16tb of August, 1837.” Several 
meroahtile geatleraea«attended; but, as be¬ 
came obvions, with totally different views and 
opinions, abd an'*'attempt was made to 
“barke" the meeting attegether. 

’ It was oohtended, in tee first plve» teat it 
was irregular to oall any aMNStiog at the Gbau: 


“ That tbe following Committee bo appoint¬ 
ed to draw iip a dissent to the proposition sub¬ 
mitted to tbe opium meeting of yesterday ; 
and that tlio Committee bo instruoled to' draw 
lip a^rotest against the partial and unjust 
division of the “ bonus” givenby Government; 
and to request that tbe same be cqnaIly;^appor- 
tioned among all shippers from Calcutta. 

Mr. Cockerell, Mr.llardiiig, 

Mr. Fergnssou, Mr. Alexander, 

Mr. Apear, Mr. Muller. 

The geatlemen, whoso interests were more 
olossly connected with China, and compara¬ 
tively indifferent to the SingaiMire and Java 
trade, signed the fpllowing rcquisitlolh to call 
a jneetipg of tee Chamber of Commerce, 
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To J. Bsq. ^ 

Vjoe l^residrat of tbo Chamber of CoiiimeM!& 

Sir,'—We the nridewiffned members, reatieet 
TOO will be pleased lo call a Special MeetiniT 
of the Chamber, on Saturday oext, at II 
o'eloeic, opba the subject of the late Opium 
QuestioK^ 


J. Ctaffg. 

J, l>. Dow. 
Wm. Hruco. 
C..Lya1l. 

W. S. Smith. 
G. U. Adam. 


' W. Prinsep. 
it B. Stopford. • 
fCustoB^eeCo wasjee. 
Natbt. Alexander. 

J. B. Hig:giason. 

[/Jirf. 


Ta the Editor ef the Bengal Hurharu. 

' Dear Mr. Editor,—I perceive there has 
commenced a new era Jti finance. We are 
told, that Government has been induced to 
open its treasury to save gambling speculators 
from the natural consequences of their cupi¬ 
dity and folly, with a view to protect their 
revenue. Surely this must be Irish political 
economy, that would squander away 30 lacks 
of rupees to secure the sale of a certain num¬ 
ber of chests of opium! Would it not be 
wise to allow the nAirkets to regulate the mat¬ 
ter? Would it not have been correct to have 
re-sold the opium, and then to have regulated 
our faturc sales by the demand ? Is it wise to 
distrain our great landholders, having first 
protected their tenants against their legal de¬ 
mands/ How many years' half batta, is con¬ 
tained in this princely gift to the gambling 
iberohaMiT of Caioatta? Can you name'the 
individuals who will benefit by this wise mea¬ 
sure of our Indian Government? Are we not 
arr^ed at Halcyon days? Erostratus is re¬ 
membered by the destruction of the temple of 
Diana. The names of other distinguisliqd 
individuals will gndoiv/i to our Indian poster 
Vity, coupled with this new discovery in fi¬ 
nance. It may be true that each extreme* 
produces the like effect. Plague take the 
stars; they are in this, as in most things, the 
cause of Ike mischief. * 

, Tours, 

Augutt 17, 1837 oihoer. 

[im. 


To the Editor of the Bengal Httrkdru. 

Sir,—On behalf of tnyself and all of *iy fel¬ 
low Countrymen, (poorCoben inoludedywho 
dmve been dabbling in the drug, allow me im- 
prlmi^ito offer my warmest thanks for the 
straight-forward and independent part you 
ha<M?Jtakcn in tbh late opium discussions, and 
fdr 'tbe TuHons spiey articles, as Jonathan' 
.eould oalf tbemi that have appeared in your 
editorials on that subject. 

At an early stage of the prooieeaifl'gs, vfhen 
the business began td be agitated, I wasfiiaer 
an impression, tbaf hptb yod and yddteoUwli- 
phrary were writla|i. niider sbue ereoneohs 
iinpression^ or foclhSpiitpeseof aureljr 


yoUr bolumas with someUtingi Bi the absence of 
Europe or other interesting news. This im¬ 
pression was the stronger in tAj mfnd. Seeing 
that dear Stoeguey, was writing against the 
‘interests of a party, who,-aI1 the world knows, 
can command him. However, the plot thick¬ 
ened, Stoequey, as usnal,'shuffled and latterly 
baefceci out altogether; and now the^omUer 
has been pretty fully disenased. 

My present object in writing is, touching 
the late meeting at the Board of CustoRM. I 
was busy and*oouid not attend, but I have 
heard the result; viz., that in proportion as 
the parties who. parebased the Government 
opium vrere defaulters, in the same ratio are 
they to receive indulgence and favor from the 
! Government. Such being the state of things, 
or, as they oall it, the general principal of appro-^ 

E riatim, so far as any claim of mine goes, I am 
ept out of sight altogether ; -being one of 
those purchasers who paid for and cleared my 
lots a few days after the sale, and shipped the 
same to Singapore and Penang, In other 
words, Mr. Editor, I went to the sale with cash 
in hand, (God knows, all that I had in the 
world,) purchased the lots, paid for the same, 
and shipped them off; therefore, 1 oome not in 
for the indemnification. 

I grumble not at this, because, if his Lord¬ 
ship ii|Council thinks proper to prop up a par¬ 
cel of gamblers, let him by all moans do so. 
The Court of Directors are the parties to whom 
he must render an account current of his 
stewardship. ■ 

But one remark will I make here, and that 
is, that if the appropriation bad been dealt out 
equitably, not only would those parties who 
rulfilled to the letter the conditions of sale 
have had tlie preference over deraulters, but 
they slfoiild have been allowed interest on the 
amount of the purchases from the time they were 
so cleared up to this date. But since the pass¬ 
ing of the Black Aot, things have proceeded 
by an inverse ratio, well described by one of 
your poetical odntributors : 

*' Be it enketed, and the law enforce, . 

The cart ia futore shall precede the horse.” 

But I have diveirged from the main object 
I had in view. The consideration of such pro- 
oeedings is cnongfa tofihuddle any one's brains. 

My object was to spuak a word in flavor of 
my friend and fellow odantrjrman Cohen—poor 
Cohen, who has iiedn diddled by theCompany, 
even according to their own strict idea of jus¬ 
tice, to the tune of Go. rupees 2,70,000, the 
reimbursement he was entitled to, on account 
of the BOO Chests they oaueeiled, I understand, 
withota hit authority. 

Now, aoooriUng to their own prinoipleof 
the greatest ^fanltor ^eing entitled to most 
considerUBoi^ 1 should say; that my friend 
Cohed is entitleik to moto than any ode of 
them. * 

1%ad, pagebasei^i, Wfad cleared and shipped 
to Biiiga{runi aniiDuntuiig get net/aiig h 
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Pnro1ia*eH wKo olsa^ and sliipped to 
China get 150 per cliost!! 

PorcliaaerH who paid only deposit and Wlr^ 
hnvo not cleared^ are to get 300 ropees per 
cheat!!! 

• 

These last greatest defaulters are aeoording 
to the new principle -the best /reiiiAursed. 
Now, my friend, Cohen, t maintain,.has as 
far as defaulting goes, Iraat them 4tii hollow ; 
for he did not even go the letj^n of paying 
deposit. I think, therefore, tTnder the oi'r- 
cumstannes, that, if you’ll take the matter op 
editorially, arguing upon the governments* 
own principles, something handsome would 
be done for Cohen. Say, they gave him 500 
rupees per chest, (a small enough reward for 
such a wholehflg government man, aliat de* 
faulter,) or Co.'s rupees 4,50,000. Thia, I am 
sure, is not asking too rnncK, and I feel satis¬ 
fied, that my friend's case will not be neglected 
by the wise and liberal nobleman at present 
at the bead of affairs. 

I am, Sir, yours obediently, 

TOBIA.S, OF THE THIBE OF 18BAEL. 

Calcutta, 17tA Anffust, 1837. 

P. S.—With ail the indulgence granted, I, 
find there is still a sum of about Co.’s ru¬ 
pees 00.00,000, to be paid by said def^lteis 
before December next. Will Muddle-brains, 
Razor-nib and Co., fork out this amount.^ or 
will they answer the Government as the sum¬ 
mons’ serving clerk of Dodson and Fog an¬ 
swered iny frienil Pickwick, by placing their 
left thumb on the point of their nose, and 
turning round witli tlieir right hand an imagi¬ 
nary coffee mill? If they follow the latter 
course, they are sure of further concessions. 
—Ibid. * 


We have good anihority for staling t^at Mr. 
Apear’s name has ie^eO adixed without’ills 
consent to tlie piililisked Iist4>f the Opium 
Protest Committee. ^ 

A correspondent roniplains of the exclusion 
of the June sale opium from any portion of the 
compensation, under the scheino submitted 
by the meeting. If wo must gue.ss the reason 
fur it, wo shonld infer that the exclusion of 
that sale was adopted in order to make the 
principle of distribution for the bonus on past 
shipments accord, Vrith tho prinoiple adopted 
in the tineqnal rates of abatement on Opium 
remaining here, which rates are 300 R^. per 
chest on the three first sales, and 160 RRi. 
upon the June sale ; so that, by the scheme 
proposed, the same advantage of 150 is given 
to the former Opium, whether sjiipped. or un¬ 
shipped, on-the plea of its having cost more 
than that sum in excess of the fvtip sale pri- 
ces. We have alf along said, that a..ritt««^i&. 
distribution, either of one Axed st^ per e|»est 
or of a oontmop per ceptage, rejopmsgePded 
by Government, seemed to us more fair, be-' 
canse the inequalities of price were the natu¬ 
ral pffeots of- the system of anotiou eales, 
which mode of selling the 'opiimi in f^enttg 


there^was no i ntentlOP' to change; and, if the 
bil^eris ut the June sale'gnVe less than those 
whpbought before, they hind the disadvantage 
of*alater and jnore overstoolced market; and 
though tboy did not purohate under the same 
delusion willi respect'to the Chinese edicts as 
the buyers at the other sales,, tbe prices even 
in Juno were kept up indirectly bjPtbe same 
cause, that is, they were kept up by the des¬ 
perate bids of persons determined to sapport 
their pre.vious purchases as much as possible, 
and, eonseqiMntly, the hrni&Jide purchaser for 
immediate shipmentpaid considerably more 
than be would have done, but for the effect of 
those bids; and such persons may reasonably 
say, that if thoir market is spoiled by the for¬ 
ced exports now about to take plaee, they 
are entitled to some consideration along with 
the rest of the previous shippers. Still, if a 
very large majority prefer the scale now sent 
up to Government, it shonld not be set aside 
because it may affeot one or two persons un¬ 
favorably ; fed- it will be found impracticable, 
to lay down a plan that shall give every per¬ 
son his equitable proportion, neither more nor 
less, the relative equity in each case being 
compounded of various oiroumstanoes not ad¬ 
mitting of complete discovery, muoh less of 
easy and exact oomputatipn.—Cahmtta Cow- 
Her, Avgust 18. 


Some very smart correspondent of tbe Hw 
karu, following up the editorial appeal in 
that paper on behalf of' poor Cohen,"wonid, 
have the Company make that gentleman a pre-' 
sent of four lakhs and a half of rnpeeu, upoa 
the principle that the great'er the default the 
more thq bonus given. The ingenious writer, 
to be consistent, .should have taken the fenr 
and a half lakhs out-of the bonus that will be 
giyon to shippers who have not been defanl- 
lars. The total Rmoui\f for distribution being 
fixed, he should appeal, not to Government,* 
but to the Protest Committee, to let in his 
“ friend and fellow countryman Cohen" to 
share with their other proteges who have lost 
notiikig. There are, however, two mistakes of 
some importance in the assertions of the Hur- - 
karu’s correspondent relative to Mr. Cohbn's 
ease ; first, it is not true that his purchases 
were cancelled " without Ait authority,’* Mr. 
Cohen having sent in a written petition to the 
Hoard, begging that his lots might bo cancel¬ 
led and resigning all claims upon them in any 
shape; nndi secondly, if Mr. Cohen were re¬ 
placed in his former position, he Would be a' 
great loser still, in spite of the bonus of 30Q 
Its. per chest, instead of a gainer tu^ that 
amount. 1*0 what a pitch must party spirit 
be carried,'- when it blinds a trriter so much 
that he mistakes an abatement of price allowed 
on a RiUing market, for a net profit on the ori¬ 
ginal purchase I 

I, Nut mudb more' nueurate is the Huirkaru*$ 
ediibmliBthe.eiHhm.(e presented to-day, to 
that Government would have masle. lets 
sacrifice by forfeiting the deposits on unolear- 
ed lots and prueeeding to a forced resaloj 
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ratber thnii*by Wltt^^andiii^wilh t)ie1)ny«rd ttn 
it U now 4ohig:. The Opiaiit liablo to socn 
forfeiture it taken at 7,960 chests, whereas bi\t 
7,44> chests altoffetber remained in store'on 
tbo .ttftfa August, (besides the 000 chests can- 
ooiled) ,* blit oxoluditijr the Opfunt of June, 
which ampunts to more tiuin finif the q^uantitj, 
and is noi'yet liahie to forfeiture ror non- 
clearance, the qoantitj was but 3,560 chests, 
from which must he deducted 739 chesU'df the 
January sale, all paid up. It is not worth 
while to go into other parts of tbe'calulatioo ; 
but we must oompliment our hrotber upon 
having discovered that the arrangements of 
Government liave not reduced the Opium 
rovenuoof the year quite so low as he stated 
last week : there is a small difference of a 
crore and a half or so between his tWa esti¬ 
mates.—JTitd. 


7*0 tAe Ediioe qf the Cedeutta Courier. 

l>earSir,—I observe in the papers that the 
first resolntiou adopted by the Opium Meet¬ 
ing of the 16th, provivdes for all shipments to 
China of the three first sales' opium to receive 
a bonus ot 150 rs, aeHest, thus excluding all, 
thhse of the last or June sale which are as 
much likely to be affected when the news of 
this reniission arrives at China as those of the 
former sales, t cannot conceive upon what 
grounds tills exclusion has been made, 
unless it wore for the benefit of tlioso 
shippers who have ail their June sales’ 
opium in the godowns here. If it be 
presumed that opium shipped to China of 
the Jnuetsale wilt not meet with a bad market, 
those who entertdin that opinion will find 
themselves most agregiOnsly mistakenchs there 
is no doubt that priced will have fallen consi¬ 
derably at China when the news of the last 
sale having averaged abowt ■200 rs. lower 
than the former sales wjill have arrived there. 
4tis obvious Government at first intended to 
remit 300 rs. or 15 per cent, a chest on all the* 
opium of the four sales without distinction, 
but tbe Committee recommended a reduction 
150 rs. onihe June sale which was afterwards 
adopted. When Government are relieving the 
purehnsers here of the last salt-s’ opium equal¬ 
ly with those of the three former, I do not see 
why the shippers of that sale should bo ex- 
oluded. As one of those who have shipped 
opium of tim last sale to China, I must strong¬ 
ly object to tbe resolution alluded to ; t woo- 
aer it has not strnek you, Mr Edtor, wdiom all 
the mercantile communtty look upon ds the 
most able advocate of their interests, to speak 
in favour of those in the situation of. 

t Yours sfnceroly, 

lttlA4ii^f; 1837. A. 

> The meeUngdOBveoed by adverUshttei^t^s- 
.'day morning, ** bf those parties, faterestira in 
the opibm trade, who dissented from there- 
j^aolutiens as propoaedet the meeting held^tfae 
ireriousday, piomUedf at tbe corame.&ceineiit 


to be more than usqaUy ttoiwy. It Appeared, 
(jhat the gentlemen whetedkihe most active 
part at the meeting the da^.before yesterday, 
sad a.s8ente<] to tbe resolutions then osrried, 
entirely misunderstood the adverliscmont con- 
yenipg the present one; arrd, the consequence 
Wat, that some time before the chair was taken, 
mneh discnssion took, place as to the right of 
parties to he present, the propriety of holding 
a meeting df ttm description inthd Chamber of 
ComTOerce, At one time snob seri¬ 

ous inten'uption arose to the proceedings, that 
Mr. N. Alexander moved an adjournment to the 
Office of Messrs. Cockerell and Co, Mr. Brairte 
insisted that, as this meeting was called in tbe 
Chamber of Commerce, all parties had a right 
to be present: Mr. Cohkerell, on the contrary, 
was quite dear, that Mr. Brnine, w-ho is not 
a raemWer oT the Chamber, ought not to have 
entered the room. After much discnssion. 
the foltowing resutntioii pro^msed by Mr. Al¬ 
exander, and seconded by Mr, Martin, waa 
put and curled 

“ That the foUowSng committee be appointed 
to draw up a protest to the piopositiuti sub¬ 
mitted to the opium meeting ye.slcrdiiy ; and 
that the committee be entrusted to draw up 
their protest against (he unjust and pailial di¬ 
vision of the bonus givin by the Government, 
and (otiequcst the same may be equally pro¬ 
portioned amongst all shippers from Cal¬ 
cutta :— 

Mr. R. n. Cockerell, Mr. W. P. Fergussrfn, 
Mr. Mutlei, Mr. Apear, Mr. Alexander, and 
Mr, Harding.— EngliehrMn^ August 18. 


The fourier.in amending bis report on the 
opium'nieelitig, staled.that the new plan of 
sales montinned by Mr. Parker, as about to be 
adopted bj the Board, would difl'er from the 
old, ijicoqniring a promissory note .from each 
purchaser for ten percent, of the amounlof 
hi.s purchases, \>ii a fixed, value of 1,000 per 
cb«'.st. on hir icquiring the sale book and tlic 
balance to bo paid up within thirty duys. Uii 
refcriing, however, to tbe governroent adver¬ 
tisement of a re-sale of opium to be^ held this 
day, (the 19th) we find tiie cobdittons to he 
the payment often per cent, on the pi ice of 
e^^ch lot,in moneg orpubtic securities not in pro¬ 
missory notes, before tbe Ipt is entered in the 
sale book. The deposit to be completed to 
30 per eent. within ten days of the sale under 
penalty of forfeitore of the first deposit, and 
th‘e whole pnrehaJe money to be paid up with¬ 
in one oalendaf month foom the day of sale. 
These conditions difforfrpm those mentioned by 
the Courier M to cash Wfgnwrriment seourilies 
being required fidiad of promissory notes. 
We must, therefhfe, either suppose that Mr. 
Parker’s statedienlwad misunderstood by our 
contempertsy, dr that the .present plan is not 
a permanent one,, and* t^at. some fumher 
change is tontemplate^. Wc observe that 
Mr. Parker warned the merchants to expect 
nineteen '^oasapd. chiiste of dfiiop for .heat 
season. They nnght tO' thaalc him for this 
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warning, bat in oar opiaioo it would ‘^apb the Chamber of Coqn^roe tipon tlib Opftiitt' 
letter to publUb.or earlff at'posible &n officinl question, bpt were ipfomed that a standiog 
notice of the quantity to be brought forward ^rder of the Chamber wotiid be adhered to . 
and the dates and coiu]i,(ions of the sales, spe*, noV to admit reporters. ^Jly the bye, this 
cif) ing the exact qnaiitity to be put lip at all standing order is rather inoonsislent with the 
except the last, wiiiah might be left uncertain prevailing rule-of publicity,-which institutioas. 
in case the exact number of obests cannot be less of a public character have ad^tod -qf 
ascertained at this season. We understand late : tlo doors of the Chamber slioura be open 
there is (o boa meeting of the Chamber of at ail General Meetings, and shot o^ly when 
Commerce to-day in order to add t ess govern CojiuuiUces are sitting; and, perhaps, also, 
menton the subject of these ulcs, and we when the members hold their ordinary weekly 
strongly recommend the ineifmants to targe Meetings.) We have therefore only been able 
the importance of early publicity and a strict to gather the result of the proceedings from 
adherence to whatever is anounced.- The. hearsay. The meeting was a crowded one, 
mercantile public is more intereked in these and many natives und others were present who 
sales than may be at first supposcid., for their were, not subscribers. Mr. Lindsay made a 
tendency., of the present irregular system, i.s to speech of some length, in which he entered 
derange the money market, and ounseqnetitly. into various details in justiticationof Uio moa- 
to affect all commercial operations whatever, sure of relief granted to the ooium trade. 
The whole mercantile body has therefore a and upheld the mode of distribution recom- 
clear interest in entreating the government to mended for the ten lakbs. He was, however, 
act on an uniform, public, and preconcerted stopt by Mr. Cockerelf with an objection, 
plan, so that no one can complain of being that the comfTosition wliicU Government bad 
injured by unexpected hardship to himself or made with the opium buyers was a mattk 
equally unexpected indulgence to his neigh- the (Chamber had nothing to do with, andthb 
boiirs. Great alterations from high to low Chamber liad no information thereof. To ro> 
and from low again to high prices, are the move the objection of form, Mr. Wm. Prin- 
harvest of the well informed spociilators, but sep, seconded by Mr. Stopford, moved that 
the rnin of the regular trader; and, therefore, the Opium Committee shcgiid be requested to 
as the government professes its desire to .sup- produce the Opium petition and all the pa- 
port its constant costoiners and proves hs .sin- pers connected with it. To this Resolution 
eerily by the liberal donation of 30 lakiiii, we an amendment was moved by Mr. Harding, 
may fairly infer that no misrepresentation seconded by Mr. Syers, declearing it to be 
from any quarter will be allowed to stand in inexpedient to entertain the question at all 
the way of the adoption of that fair, open and in the Chamber, as by doing so they would 
nndeviating plan of sales which we have rc only furni.sh a precedent for making the CJiajn- 
commended. The number of sales and the ber an imslrument for party piirpcuies; but 
quantity at each must of course bo left vciy that the manner in wliiclr.. the sales should 
much to the discretion of the Board, and hereafter be conducted, was a proper subject 
though for many reasons, wc think a consi- for the attention of the Chamber, and thati^bta 
derablo increase in the number, and afl equa- proposed changes in the system should bo 
iization of the quantity put up at each would (|^aniined by a/i!<^mmittce, when promul- 
be preferable, yet we would trot so much iu.sist gated. A show of hands being taken upon 
nprn this as upon a strict adhereno^ to the the amendment, it was cai ried (we are tqld^ 
scheme (to use a lottery word) for tl e season.’ by 28 to 18, without dividing the Members in 

* the room, who, probably, were twice as many 

One word to nur Hurharu ooqtompoiary at as the aggregate of these numbers. Arcsolu. 
paniBg. A few days ago, be asserted that wc tion was then proposed by Mr..Brqce, second- 
werecinmandfrd to be silent ;\vc challenged cj by Mr. James Stnwart, embracing a vote 
him fo the proof—be remained totally silent, thanks to Government for its libefality 
and thus tacitly acknowledged the deliberate to the Opium merchants, and expressing on 
falsehood of his. assertion. Yet, thus self-con- opinion that both the mode of relief and the 
demued, he lias tile meanness tu suffer the same plan of distribution were the best that could 
charge to be repeated under tlio disguise if a be adopted. This was nfet by an amendment, 
correspondent, Who states himself to be of the moved by Mr. Dearie, seconded by Mr. Syers, 
trilmbf Isra^, or, we suppose in plain English, that Hie meeting should ajoarn line die, wbioli 
an usurer. This writer says, that the A^nyfiiA- annAdment was carried. 
man was writing against the interest of a (lar-^ 
ty “ uiho all the world Ttttows can command him.*'' 

Now w» repeat the challenge given to Same^ We are^not at all surprised at the defeat of 
vet, and call upon this veracious writer, whe- the requis'ilionists; they Josta the day hy want 
ther a member of the “ fortunate family," or of tact: not content with a very complete 
areal Hebrew, to name the parties who can triumph elsewhere, they chose to break a lance 
coniniand ds, or to iqimain marked with the against a windmill, and to ask an expression 
same brnsh which has aircardy disfigured, the of qpiniqps from the Chamber of Commeroo, 
Editor of the Htcr£gi’w.-<H.£'NSrft«A»ian,Aqjrtaf/19, wbik> the Chamimr might very reasonably 
■ • refuse to give. This would be the view taken 

. r,. by many persons wdio might approve.of the 

'We' attended this morning a| tlfe Exelwtnge njeasurfi of celief, both in its.prinoifiio aadla 
Rooms, expecting a very etowided of its detfttUi • t 
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We b^rtliet the Protest of the dissenlieaU 
was reeeivifig signatares this luorning, &n^ 
was to he sent in to-day.—Cefcatta <?ottrier‘ 
August 19, *' 


The meeting of the Chamber of Cooiinercef 
which was oalled to.oonsider the Opium bonus, 
took place on Sunday, when a proposal was 
nmde that the Government should ’be'thiuiked 
for its liberality to the purchasers at the late 
sales. To this, it was objected, that the Cham- 
her had no knowledge of the transnctions, had 
not been consulted by the petitioners, nor had 
any oommnnication with them on the snbjeot. 
Another proposition was then brought forward, 
that all the papers relative to the late appli¬ 
cation to Government be submitted to the 
Chamber. An amendment to this was moved 
■ and carried by a large majority, to tlie effect 
that the ehamher as a body had no concern 
with the relief afforded by Govemuie'nt to the 
speculators, but Uiat'the management of the 
monopoly and the mode of coudneting the 
sales are proper subjects for the consideration 
of the Chamber, and that Iboir committee, 
as soon as the pew^plan, which is understood 
to be in preparation by the Board of Opium, 
shall be made public, be instructed (o examine 
and report upon it. After this resolution bad 
passed, a second attempt to get np a vole of 
thanks to Government was made, which was 
met by an amendment that the meeting. ad- 
jonrn sine die, whjoh was also, carried by a large 
nmjorily;. By these re.solutibit3 the Chamber 
we understand, merely decline interfering in 
a matter on which they have not been consult¬ 
ed, and approving of a petition wliich has 
been studiously kept secret, not having been 
shewn even to persons interested in the opium 
trade, whose opinions it WAS supposed iniglt 
.differ from those wlirf drafted the petition. 
There is no doubt that unanimity on snch atf 
occasion was important, but it would have 
been a bolter course, think, to have agreed 
as to the n^ain facts and then to have appoint¬ 
ed a committae to draw up the petition, which 
might ait have been done in one day. But after 
preferring secrecy, it was a singular proceed¬ 
ing to call a meeting of a public body like the 
Chamber of Commerce, which represents the 
whole commercial interests ofSengai^ndto ask 
them to support by vote a petition, the prayer ol 
which had been already granted, andsto give 
thanks to Government for a liberality rtom a 
participation in which the movers of tbankr 
were attempting to exclude a number of those 
whose votes they expected on the occasion. 

^informed that a larle majority of the 
CfanWr* though they objbet strongly to (be 
mode m wbloh the opium mdhopoly has'bjeen 
cjpnduclod, Ihiok that the relief given bV Gd- 
>^ment was well timed and . judiaious, and 
.^st’under the eircomstanoes of 
io better course could have been addpled 
Either for the interests of the veveiiua, oi 
use of the speculati^. ' Bnt f]^y tbai 
^ very aeeenity df Meb a proeeddlhgli'ibc 


strongest possible ar^diliiit dgainirt the eorf* 
tinuance ofasystdQi which requires sttob- in* 
terferenee, and they are lodkfug wtili some 
anxiety for the expected plan^'ordhe Board. 

I This, We understand, d^s dontemplate the 
payment of a deposit by qiroinissory notes, as 
statUd in the Couriir, thoogli the advertised 
re^sald (which, by the bye, did not lake place 
on Saturday;) did hot offer this faciiity* We 
can See nb objection to promissory notes pay¬ 
able on detfte>|d, ns a payment in tho sale 
rooiii in cash would be attended with consi- 
detabie inconvenience and some risk. What 
is wanted is not so much any particniarmode 
of selling,'as a strict adherence to the condi¬ 
tions,' whatever they may be, without favor 
or affection. Wo Shair return to this subjet 
whenever the plan proposed by the Board of 
opium-is made public, as we consider that it 
Is of very considerable importance to (he 
commerce of tho port.—Jffnyfu/uiuiK, Aug. 


A numerous meeting of the Chamber of 
Commerce took place on Saturday morning, 
to take into consideration the late Opium 
question, in pursuance of the requisition we 
published on Friday morning; but as by the 
rules of the Chamber, reporters , are not ad- 
Imitte^, we are unable to give a detailed ac¬ 
count of what passed. We hope, however, 
before we go to Press, we maybe furnished 
with the resolutions. In the mean time it is 
understood that the Chamber declined to en¬ 
tertain any proposition for expressing an opi¬ 
nion on the conduct of Government in relation 
to the late opium transactions ; but instructed 
the Coiuinitteo of Correspondence to re orton 
any plan proceeding from the Boat d of Cus¬ 
toms, Salt and Opium, for the future manage¬ 
ment of the opioni sales. 

If we may he permitted to offer an opinion, 
it seenfs to ns that the Chamber has acted 
with great goo^J sense and firmness in abstain¬ 
ing from all interference in a question pend¬ 
ing betureeiS the Government ’and the parties 
immediately interested in the Opium petition, 
-and op which and its result's the latter arc di¬ 
vided themselves. ...It could not have inter¬ 
fered without in some measure becoming the 
advocates of one parly br the oilier, and thus 
letting in-a principle of division and parti- 
ennship op points, not, of general bat personal 
consideration ; and the door once opened, it 
would be very difficult to shot it again. Each 
individual eomplsinant on each individnal 
grievance, would appeal to the Chamber, and 
it would soon* be converted into an arena for 
party purposes, and/lyse ali iis weight as a 
body represeittinff. widely and impartially tho 
aggregate oomme^igi interests^—ffar/mru, 
AugugflX. ' , , . w 

OnriVe'ii.ilfl'cdtimipe')^ dispatbs oar ehi- 
oaiatidnojfT'^tl daoleared ohests of opiam, 
bat if wa-are jibedhreetthe “ deardeolever"jiak 
himself sl^Obd o* the error. . We trost- 
ed ih a|rOaf^inrhefo lilt ohro»t«tement, hot 
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awftre that lovers' vows are somewhal: exa«- 
ferated, .we did veotnreto strike oIT a few 
chests, at will be seen by the followinit para-' 
ftrapli from his leader of the 12th instant^ 

“ The consolling triumvirate ai e very serious¬ 
ly apprehensive ihal^asoBipienoy of funds will | 
not he fortlroonaing luclettrout the Opium in i 
store (739 chests of the January sale,#1442of 
February, 1999 of March and 4500 of June, 

2380 cheats, exclusive of 900 cheats of cancel¬ 
led tots) unlessamuch larjier aujSfk than is ash 
cd for itr rendered avitilaUlo of 

price, or In some (Other shape, plovr, we with' 
all deference aubniU, that the worda.tn italics 
convey to conunon ears the Impression that 
the 8,380 cliests were all imprisoned under the 
same oirciiinstaiires, ahd that the tone of the 
paragraph was indirailvc of the actual fpr- 
feituie or liahility to forfeiture of the .whole, 
unless the assistance of Government, was 
given. 

The 739, chests of the January sale may have 
hcen since paid up for any thing we know to 
the contrary. We are not beltUld llie curloui, 
nor do we profess to be in the secret. Wo 
can only argue upon what our ehteinporary,'sales, from 1st January toStstJuly 
whose means of information are undeniable,I ..... 

condescends to communicate, and he ought 
not in obnrity to twit os for inaccuracies of 
his own begetting. The -whole thityg from 


. The undersigned dissent from tin correct¬ 
ness of this conclusion for the foiluwing rea¬ 
sons : 

tsa Because Singaporeistiotlhe only opi¬ 
um m&rket besides Cliina. 

2d. Because Singapore is a Depot from 
whence opium is distributed dver the whole 
Eastern Archipelago, * 

3d. Because Penang, Malacca and Java, 
inofS iuiporiant markets for the consumption 
of tlie drug, iiave been exiludod from all 
consideration. 

4lb. Because the same description of evi, 
deqoe on which that part of the resolution 
which excludes the Straits is founded, can be 
assumed with reference to a considerable por¬ 
tion of the Bengal opium in Cliina. 

The resolution to which the undersigned 
allude is as follows! 

‘.‘Thatas it is admitted to beimpracticahle to 
ascertain what opium shipped to China may 
actually be on hand, it be proposed to Govern¬ 
ment to award 150 ,Rs. per rliest to all ship- 
meiits of the January, Fehruarv, and March 


first to last, the petition, the discussions in 
Cooncil, the communication between the 
Board and the triumvirate, iiavo been top 
much of a “ hole and corner complexion to 
•enable the uninitiated to draw nnexcepUona- 
ble conclusions. We can only repeat, under 
such circum.stances, the general rumours of, 
the day j and when we made oor former cal¬ 
culation on the effect of the Government mca 
sures on the Revenue, it was underslowd, that 
the sale of the uncleared opium was to be 
cancelled altogether and shippers were to re¬ 
ceive compensation on all paid for. ^ 

Our figures, therefore, were quite corres¬ 
pondent to our promises, a? Biey_ afe 
indeed unless our colemporacy is himself 
ignorant of what deposits have been made 
and what ndt. Far be it from as to assert, 
after the case of Mr. CohenV 900 chests, that 
there is a price In hand for hny uncleared lot, 
but we pin our faith on his representation.— 
Ibid. 


The underisigned dissent from tlie correct¬ 
ness of this ponclasion foj; the following rea¬ 


sons. 

Because, by the la.stadvices from Cantona 
portion of the opium propPsed to he included 
in this resolution has been sold as per Canton 
Price Current. 

Because, l*y the last advices an active 
trade was carrying on in the Yellow .Sra, and 
accounts of po.-ii(ive sales and retiirn.4%r specie 
to Canton have been received in Calcutta. 

Beca?i.se, before the advlees of the pi oaent 
measures of .Governtneivt can reach Canton, 
a further poylion^of opium must he beyond 
(/te reach of cnnipelilion, and therfure on the 
principle laid down T»y those resolutions a# 
little entitled to benefit by the boon from Go¬ 
vernment as the opium assumed to have been 
disposed of in the Straits. 

,TIio'undnrsigned do not, liowev^, rest their 
dissent, to the pvtial dislribntiunjif the hands 
on these grounds alone. 

They, believe that the principle on whioh 
Government are disposed to afford relief to 
the shippers of opium since 1st January, 1837, 
has no relation whatever to the outturn of tira 
spe^ration, that they care not whether the 
buyer closes his accounts with a lessor a 
gain ; all the Government prof«.ss to look to 
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2d Rttolvtionr—’* That as Government state roost 
dialinctly ihey cannot allow any r^urn to parties who 
are known to have aciu.dly sold their opinio, and as it 

..known is, from opium which 

H v . V, .1. a,..:., they think will bo jprospeotix<ily benctilted by 

a certun coaeession of money. 

Government have aeeordrngly fixed two de- 
fiDate sums, to disposed of in about the 
proportioA ofnne-'tlilra on the opium already 
Mtiffped, and tw(i--t|i^ds on that wbiob remains 
nn^eared. ' . 

It appears, j^^fore, to the understgasd 
t^ttbo of Government can only V* 


1st June^ .. —— n'-r" ~ .« " . 

January, February, and Mtodi aafcs to the Straits 
150 R*. per elieat on all shiproecta^ ^oe let May, thus 
patting all those Who may have baud on. •«« 

•ame footing as the ihippy to Cniaa. f 

The portion of om. resolution which eg- 
eludes opium shipped toanf other piaeooxeepj 
China, previous to the first of *Ohnded 

•on the production of a rSSmjwpove Ufli^cits of 
the 1 st June, , which 

no opium existed in (w i 
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fairly iCf»rn64., into-effect, by a^nfftrlng .to CM&A'fxo' f»raj toast) (be prinei. 

question of«.p>{>orpri»tmni to Calovtta al<me,. )[rfA into dawn,in fnO'Cto^'ertKiieot ri;8o{uUo.i}s, 
anii inc|udin}t everji clicstoftho ptosent year*# tbat €i{}$a^ tocetrtainy^ to .^O'*«t>eeu sold, 
opiaia in tlio measure of reiiiff* • * ^bowcTer srtfat the, tofts, toast lie exoiuded 

' from all Share in the fen lakhs eompensetion. 


The undersigned consider the scale and.par 
tini di»(ril>uti(in ns wrong iniirtooiple as'^afn- 
ing n qrpstiflit of rei'enuo into one .<of oom- 
nicrtiai relief, and oppo^ed, tit> tlie views and 
intentions of Government, who c.an only avoid 
tiie eoinoierrial question by deeltning aftoge* 
tiler to consider the.prodt and i§ss of sales of 
opivni in foieign countries. 

The nudarsigned beg respccifully to snb- 
mit that Guvernment dealing with ibe qnes- 
tion as connected with revenue of the conn* 
try alone, should without reference to time or 
place direct that the sum to be appropriated 
to opiiini already shipped, should bo divided 
rateably amongst, the parties who cleared it 
out, and that the remaining saro be appropri¬ 
ated as recommended by the Itoard of Salt 
and Opium. 


Calcutta, l8t/{ Augwtt. 


llhid. 


We are now enabled to publish the protest 
of the dissenters qp the Opium question, but 
have hot been furnished witlt a list of the sig¬ 
natures it bears. Our anticipations were ne¬ 
ver more completely fulfiUed : there is not a 
shadow of an argument in it—e\en the ffuku- 
Vsf ban'Say'nothing in its favour. Tiip docu¬ 
ment is full of dissatisfaction, and that is all. 
Government is told It must not atoume the 
tton-cxqitance of Opium iinsold,on the 1st df 
June, upon the faith of the Singapore Chro¬ 
nicle, “ because Singapore is a de^6t from 
wl^nce Opinro is distributed over the wbole 
Eastern Archipelago.’' Well, that is the rea¬ 
son why it happens that ^iie Opium was all 
sold : is it pretended that the Singapore 
t chants have sent it to 'those markets, on their 
own account, as the China merchants do to the 
east coast? No. Again; “ because Pe¬ 
nang, Malacca and Java {Jam}) more impor¬ 
tant maikeis for the consumption of the drug, 
have beeiwexoludod from all consideration." 
NoiV ft happens that all theee places put to¬ 
gether do not receive so much Opium as Sin¬ 
gapore, and the consumption of the two first 
is a ihri'f trifle, while the Opium trade of 
VB,'a foreign eettlement, is a monopoly I Can 
these gentlemen shew by letters or other¬ 
wise, that at Penang and Malacca there was 
Opium unsold which bad been exportedkfrom 
Calcutta before the I St of May ? if they can, 
whv don’t they ? They next refer to the Caa- 
‘toH PHee Current, as evidence that sates bad 
'libep made of Btngni Ojpiuto in China- Who 
dittos thU? the diflionltyiii to state,partiou- 
lAEii^ipnd hence, the proposiiioq...to mafee no 
djjwnotidn wdtV respect to the Gptom eent 
j^iChinP. Had toe China jPritfe Cw^Ht ^,.like 
.Singapore Ch^okide, said that nil thevOpi- 
g%to received ap‘.to a certain date liiadheeo 
‘1, tfmn theie vooid be somethlr^ . lihe a 

.slid cams betitoda <%ina and Siy^apere, 

ad the fherchauti ivbitid have been toqulretl 


The protest, goes on to slate the belief of the 
subscribers, that the Oirjeot of Government, 
in givKig both the 18 or 18 lakhs and the ten 
lukhs, is to save the revenue frotn a greater 
loss, and, has. no realation \t hatoier t • the 
out-turn ofjhe speontotioo.’’ Now Govern . 
ment line #sniacUy: limited the remissions 
made in pr^r to get the Opium cleared off to 
Ike first of these sums only« the second is giv¬ 
en expryaaly in the shape of compensation, 
and most assuredly not intended to reward 
fortunate speculators to the Straits for the 
good Ittck they have already had, and to en¬ 
hance., the profits of the Netfaeriande Trading 
Cornpany’s monopoly. Those who signed the 
protest may consider that, as agents, they aie 
doing a duty to their constituents, just as a 
lawyer who has a very bad cause, wilt put the 
best face upon it and patliclically appeal to 
the justice of* the Jury, If wc are rightly in- 
funned, however, the entire slake they repre- 
•sent, as shippers to the Slraits this year, is 
but 98 chests, besides I'JO oi 140 chests to 
Java.—Jiid. 


Oar eorre-spondent no osmbleb, questions 
the accuracy of part of our report of what 
passed in the Ctianih^r of Cumiueice on the 
opium question on Satiiiday last. We merely. 
“ told the tale a.s ’twas told to us” by one who, 
we have rea.soii to heller e, was present at the 
disuussion, and whose aociiracy we have never 
known impugned. IJowerer, Ire ntay have 
been fwrong -in some tiifling particulars, 
and If so, it only shows how very important it 
is for the Chamber of Commerce to throw open 
its doors to properly qualified reporters, at- 
taclierfl’to the newspaper ofli es, or pass a re- 
soiuiion proliii(iting members of the Chamber 
from communicating to a second party any 
thing that Vnay have transpired within the 
saneinm. As long as there is nOitobligafion !:> 
ub.serve mystery and secrecy, members will 
occasionally talk of what is done in renclavc- 
comtuereial, and, as a matter,of course, every 
thing they relate will find its way to the con- 
dnetors of the press, avid for inteUigence, 
gnd then appear in print with all the varia . 
tinns from originhl faet oonseqaent upon a 
transfer from mouth to mouth,—£»yftrA- 
men, Auguet 22. . - 


To the Editgr,pjf the Englithtnan. 

Hear Sir,-—You rttoiark this morning on Sa¬ 
turday’s preceoiings in the Chamber of Goin- 
merce on the snl^ee^ of the '* bonoa" as 
follows :— , , 

‘■ We are iirforAed that a large mghritg of 
the Chamber, thoi^il they objeet stconglj to 
the mode to which the opium monopoly ^haa 
been eondat^ted, think that>he relief given by 
gofermnent wait weli timed aadjudhioae, and 
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thili under the oireot^t«noe*^4fc« iea»^»»tio 
better oodrse could have been Hrfdpted dither 
for the ifltereits of the fovenoe or \boad bf the 
speculatora.” . 

No doubt you have*good aotliority for ha- 
zardinji; such opinions ; but Burra-bazar to a 
Chinay orange they are not tr»e. I kucdr not 

the source whence you and your brother Mi- 

tor of the Courier have reoeivi-d the garhled 
stat'inents of Saturday’^ pa1a^pa, b«t I love 
Old EBKilsh fair play ! and somebimtho few 
of the Chamber’s proceedings that meet the 
public eye, appear to me always to aBSUine a 
shuffling style, as if an endeavour was made 
to take advantage of the rule escluding pub¬ 
lic reporters, to “burke" tlte truth 5 but, how¬ 
ever w'cll it may suit your inforihant or the 
editor of the Courier, to make it appear Ihat^ 
the Chamber is disposed to eounteuanoe the 
opium proceedings,-! write with confidence 
that no one who heard ihO astounding hurst of 
lauglder with whioli the proposal of a vpte of 
thanks to Government was received, will a- 
gree with those worthies ; in fact, the petilirtn- 
Cl’S were given very plainly to unilcrsiand, that 
they had made a mistake ; and, no doubt, they 
are now grealful to the Chamber for passing 
no condemnatory resolution. 


In opposition to yonr informant’s opinion 
assert, tliat a very large majority of the Cham¬ 
ber moat nnquaii/iedly condemns the entire 
proceedings of the Government and the deal¬ 
ers : if after Saturday’s dec isions a doubt can 
exist on Ibis fact, let it be signified to the 
Chamber that, before finally deciding on 


Chisit $ j|«d Sblarf'i^'^re being a» appMilN 
anew oroliange foi^.tfab-bbtlot, our advices from 
gH the veml tourcea ef oonlinue most 

(Responding. Gilr faithful friends at home are 
iin the same deplorable predicament as the 
opium-wallahs : their silks, indigoos and cot¬ 
tons afe equally unsaleable as opium, and 
equally unlikely to improve ; but dcbfbey jto- 
titionGovernment to admit,their teas ano'aiiL 
gars gt half the established duties that they 
mac get out of an ugly scrape at the expenoo 
of their neighbours,? N« ; they say in thei|r ro 
quests for loans on produce, “ we do not re¬ 
quest any such assistance as would tend to re- 
eUtabli'sh high prices, we only ask sneh as will 
enable ns to avoid selling at this period of de¬ 
pression ; the ImesmuH be borne, hut if Govern¬ 
ment agrees to assist us by loans on piudnoe, 
aUoli losses will be greatly mitigated.’’ I 
quote from memory, bnt can give you chapter 
ttttd verse if necessary. How nobly does this 
ruOiidiiet contrast with proceedings hero! The 
dealers, will awnept, and Government (with a 
niosthearliess and ungracious notice or rather 
carelessness, of who is ruined so that the 
moiistrons revenue is instantly paid) allow, a 
naean advantage, in order to undersoil the 
Bombay trade, lint, in spile of this, I ask 
again, where is the security that the dealers 
are in a position to sliip the 8,000 chests aocordc 
ing to promise ? Sundry unemployed clipppva 
echo where ’! 


matter of such importance, the npiiiioii of the 
msnihers ut large would bo dosifablo. Who 
ever heard of such a concession as thiswfTercd 

by interested parties onlv,by means of a hole- 

and-corner petition! What disinterested mer 
chant hesitates in common interooiirse to ex 
press his di-sgnst at all paities oonc'jfhed in 
it? And what will be said of ibis joh by our 
brethern in Bombay ? Tbe Mai wa drug, purcha¬ 
sed in faith of the inviolability ofonr Govern¬ 
ment sales, and now being disposed of at some 
loss, must deeline proportionatelv with the 
BcugaijWben iiewsoflbesesaccessTuI petition- 
ings reach China', and do our worthy rulers 
suppose that the proprietors such opium 
will snhmit to ruin by their acts without re¬ 
quiring redress f Imt them rest assured, that a 
second bonus will bean*d not petir 
turned for, (other applications failing) -on tbe 
floor of the House of Cqmmons. Many reasans 
might be brought to shpw the impolicy of this 
act of interference with the natural adjustment 
of a trade placed In the prodicameot of that in 
opium, but tlicirappicaBon It yo ious to 
oommeroial *wen as.to fender-.ii^y enniaera- 
tion unneeassary.. 1, therefore, -What 

guarantee have .Gov^meot that the, 
of8,000 chests —it—.--.i .tnitA. aUi^k 


Farther, let any man prove, If he can, that 
the bonus will prove a benefit to holders of 
opium. Infinite Injury may bo dope by it j but 
no benefit otherwise than problemitieal. I, flsr 
one, do not believe, that tv^ire 38 lalLlis will 
force snch a demand.as is required. 


I conclude in the words of an inlluefi^ial 
member of the ChaiiTbor. “ May Government 


find better reasons dor giving tlio petitiouers 
3^ lacs every year r and am. 


No nAUBLER. 


Yours truly, 

p, S,—What does tbe Couiier meani)yas.vert- 
ing that 92 metnber.s were preset^; -but that 
only 40 voted 1 Jltis is one of tli«e paltsy at¬ 
tempts to burke unpleasent truths, of wbioh I 
complain. The voto« aie givhn nearly corectly 
and all present voted.— Ibid. . 

A letter from onr of the protesters ad- 
vlsea ftie China parly (as the Hvrharu now 
teruts the original petitioners) to yield to the 
Etrails* party, lest the lattes should bring for¬ 
ward information to enable Government ton p- 
fdy ils own principleef compensation to the 
China its well as to the Styalts' trade. Another 
correspondent (the subject Js prolific of cor¬ 
respondence)' under the signature of * DRUa- 
OisT, urges the perfect applicability of this 
wi un^stoai'vuupiuu# w«,. VO nutv prmelpid’ if the CKiita mcrclianls will but 
to raise funds sufflnie'trfiomenf it ta thd time]Bet Vit% good faith, and expressM snrptise 
.proposed ? We all kiroer 4b«t the tr^4i lN..i!n 4 8t our saying thei protest wo pnidtsjied Ves- 
few hands, who forln a saji-^eadpoly .'terdsy had not a shadow of argument -in if 

’Weall/se! the Betrdi^ e^fa hdrefaati la siaoe it elated tfats objection to the plan the 
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b«en sold, but was {to repent oii( «Wtt more atronfflj plead in favour of a measure 
««|M^ 8 ion) not a shadow oj an argrument for' of state.—C«fc«tt* Courier, A^utt 32. 

Ictlinjf in the Straits'people, who were known .^ 


to be similarly situated. We observe that we 

are Joo^d upon as ehampions of the China p Tjp the Editor 0 /(he Calcutta Couria-. 
party., We are with them in this quesimn of SiR.-rIf an opium dealer had taken 

the bonus only, insofar as we make a diver, the advice you gave hU party, and rested 
Sion in heir favor by repoUing the prop^ster- h they gained some- 

008 pretensions of the Straits parly ; if the „hereorotlie^ Ithink he woWliavo shewn 
latter will change their ground, and ask for more wisdom, than in attacking a party whom 
the exc usion of China Opium known to have h* ^jj u obliged to fall back on, and who are 
been sold, and will a^ the same time suggest hjs friends. He says there has been party 
a feasib e plan to ascertain the particulars up gpjrjton the side of the protesters more thab 
to a cei taui da;e,weshall at once support the on the other, and he sums up our sins by a 
propositioo, and thereby assist in removing aiat„a,ent which I belive and hope no other 
all apparent inequality between the tvvo in- ,nan of bU party would mlike, that wo have 
Jerests. As itnowstands, tbo proposition to been striving by every means 10 disgust Go- 
let in nil shippers to the Straits after the Ist vernment from granting the relief we our- 
ofMay, would give a portion of-the bonus oontemoUted. 


upon at least 300 chests alreadyjenown to ha*e 
been sold at Penang and Singapore. But the 
motive of the China party for letting them in 
was a liberal one it was to prevent the 
chance of any man being cut out, who might 
have any portion of bis opium on hand 

As for the intefests of the speculators in 
Malwa Opium on the other side of India, for 
whom a writer in the Engtlishman (alluded to 
by aDRUGGisr) endeavors to make out a case, 


selves contemplated. 

1st. As to our party spirit, an opium deal¬ 
er is woefully ignorant of' the feelings a'nd 
opinions of the Chamber of Commerce, if be 
supposes there are but two parties in the 
Chamber who take an interest and voted on 
Saturday last on the opium question. If he 
had seen the letter of “no GSUBLea," in this 
morning’s Englishman, he would perhaps have 
thought difforently. I will, however, endea¬ 
vour to shew him this important fact mure 


it is really quite absurd to suppose Govern- distinctly. The requisition for the meeting 
m«nfr Uf/kiil/l sns^Amnirtr had but four signatures: it was got up by 


moot would indemnify them for any loss in¬ 
cident to a forced depression of prices here. 


had but four signatures : it was got up by 
Mr. L—— oiia of tlie China party, but it 


lu is the very game flic Bengal Government signature of one of the Committee 

has beerf playing all along to force the Malwa protestors, Mr. A . At the opening of 

drug out of the market, If possible, by annu- ‘*'.® meeting a question arose, whether Mr. 


ally increasing the supply; and when the prices 
of ^le season opened so high at the January 
sate, it was a source of regert that this oir- 
cumstance would act as 'a stimulus to the 
Malwa cultivation. The. Bombay people kuoit 


L——, an Honorary Member, could speak. 
It was,p prvterfoi* who proposed and carried 
a motion allowing him to do so. Further I 

add, If Mr. L-had taken the advice of onb 

OFTHE PitoTESTORS, he would have had a far 


Uisvery well; they know the existence orjof 

the Malwa cnitivation to be a thorn in thel (»» Jooif de^er avers) packed a 

side oftho Bengal Opium monopoly, and that Chiiinber to a burke. The Chamber consists 
various Schemes have been attempted atdilTer- ®f parties, which 1 may designate a^s fol* 
ent periods! to restrain it. They know that the 

tran|it of tliV article to Bombay is licensed only I, The China Party. 

as'a^Mal/crVbecauSeit wouWothorwi.se go to * 2 .' Tbe-Straits Party. 

Bemann without paying any tribute at all to 3 , ijijg political Economits. 

the British Government. They know that 

either the trdde would be Interdicted altogo- If the proposal to the Chamber bad notin- 
thcr, or it would be sutyected to aneqaaliaing oJuded a matter which No. 3 objeoted to. Nos. 
duty of some five or six buodrod rupees land 3 might have |oihed and been a match 
or more per ciiest, or it wotiRl be for No. 3. 1 say have been a match, 

brought under monopoly as in Be%al, ''eqfiuse I think it is doubtfal whether we 
ilf' (he. whole Coqst line could be sealed, should. Tho Opfuai dealer ma^ be assured 
Apd tr.hj is it not ? w© haxe often asked, that, of the three parties. No. 3 is the strong- 
HoffdnjMlt happen that a foreign power like est» and ho need only toad »o oanbler’s let- 
PflriliPii is allodhd to hold two insignificant ter to assure himself, that No. 1 , withoui No. 
BipTiii fita Golpbof Camby, of no value 2, bad no chance whatpver against them. 
^ItOptliy-the opportunity they afford of get- ' On what possible ground does no cfiuiBt.BR 
flpg, a small.revenue from the Malwa opium accauso ul «f ttTi'og te^jsfim'Goverhment ? 
ft t^e oust of a hundredfold saorlfise to the Have we hdfKinced -one^ainfle' word on the 
jeeveuues of British India? What priiiefpte subject,, which cait by any construotioii bear 

_iSAj* a ■ ^ ^ -s la _ M. ^ I- .M.. aUIu 0 It me lasaAlit 
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, !>•▼« t)Ma to make the beBM'i^jienal to etl 
if we OHO: if ’not, to'aveid dAMa)r)»s the ototom 
of oar neighhoora. We ,hav> atatod nothing 
beyond w general argameot to shew the fal¬ 
lacy of the eommittee's mode of eifcludihg 
the opintn of the Straits, when all the China 
Opium is included, tfnd prayed for a distribu¬ 
tion to all. Our mode of distribatfon nyiy dis¬ 
gust those who lose something by it, oat why 
it should disgust Govemmeot, is for the 
Opium Dealer to explain. 

But there Isa likeUhood of tim opium dea¬ 
lers* being subjected to a double'dose of dis¬ 
gust, if a third party, as we see by the Hurka- 
ru of this morning, rises in direct apposition 
to the China party,—in fact, a split among 
themselves. We want to give toall^this third 
party have a shrewd idea, that they can, with 
out the difficulty which the Committee*dwell 
on, prove who are to get and who not. If the 
bonus is a measure of commcrci-il relief, t 
recommend the Opium Dealer and his party 
to join us without delay, and have the distri¬ 
bution made to all. 

I am, dear Sir, 

/i'd.] ONE op THE P'ROTkSToaS. 


To the Editor of the Calcutta Courier. 

Sir,—I am not very deeply concerned In the 
opium trade, but sufficiently so to give me 
some little interest in the disenssion now go¬ 
ing forward on the subject. I consequently 
perused your editorial of last evening, and, to 
confess the truth, not witliont 6 dine little 


la'rpriM that yem'sliMM. tie •« biase4 ! 

of .(be •China ilifjppeijr, its.to deny that Inline' 
l^oteat of tlie dissbuth^' parties there 
Bha 49 w of an argument.'' tlpw you hjiOK 
your mind to snoli a oonoli^on, I know no^ 
but I shall endeavour fo "point dat a'v 017 
strong argument in it, and one that I aipgB'* 
tis'fied the good sense of the Gtov^irtlpkept w}|t 
not permit to be overlooked. I.spe^ of to'at 
part of the dissent wherein it is stated, tliatja 
portibn of Uie opium shipped to China .had 
been sold at the dale of the last aoooan^.; 
and the argument founded on that fact, (s 
'that the shippers 0 / the told China opium are 
no more entitled to the Government bonus, 
than (he shippers of the sold iStraitt opt'um, 
ThiA, indeed, you do not appear to deny ; bqt 
you join with the Committee of Cliinajhip- 
pers, in saying that it is extremely difficult 
to separate (he sold from unsold. Now this I 
take leave to deny, there can be no diffioultjr 
whatever in ascertaining the quantity of Ben> 
gal new opiqm on hand, or the parties to 
whom it belongs, if those interested reallpde^ 
sire to do so. But the truth is, Government 
ought to have appointed a committee of an* 
interested parties; if there own servants, so 
much the better,, to arrange the mode of di¬ 
vision, and no difficulties would have present¬ 
ed themselves, unless those*slarted by parties 
desirous of mistifying a plain matter to cloak 
their own greedy and seifish views. 


Ybu'rs, 


1601.1 


A DllUQOIST. 


SUPPLEMENT TO CAPTAIN LOW'S DISSERTATION ONPENANiGf 
AND PROVINCE WELLESLEY 


Since th'e jrearl8;$4, when tke dUsertaMon the Dutch monopoly, iasure a.^air supply j|o 
'^a» "first written, the ciroumslai|ces wbioh the markets of the world, and a just pront to 
aflreot the cultivation of spioes as exotics, par- the British planter. ^ 

ticularly of the nutmeg, have been somewhat ■ j>i - 

modified. As it is net, at present, in oontem* arguipent/or th^ ijjimiiia^ 

plation to publish & second edition of the log that cultivation, was stated to be, thelh' 
work, an appendix may be useful. Some- crease in the consumption pf spices wbioh 
thing of the kind iivs indeed been called for. i would follow an Increase of the supply. 


of Ikto years, 'hjf jpertous professing to h.av.e 
half-formed intenDoulidfeultiyating nutmegs. 
A geod deal o*f ouHpsitj top, i> „PQt anxyety, 
seems to be mnaifektea. oj pjanjiers.of epiqea 
generally, regarding their. I'ature prospeg^. 

Tndep'endeAtofthesbeonBderatiopSfit. becomes 

»daty Ib<^e to myself pa .well be tp jan. 
who may hbVe been in a der '' ■ 
acoountofttie ouiiivatidn p] 


.well bi te jany, ope j; 

si 

Of ppices whiuH.Ws It 


AUbough .net very willing to quit this posi- 
lipn, yet it behoves nae to con less, that it baa 
not oontcavened without apparent reason, 
pr at .least that the chances seem to be against 
the eonsuipption of nutinegs^nd tauce ke^pissp 
tfftHi//MM with their produotion, and that the 
healthy point before alluded tq^may not impos¬ 
sibly tbe'refore have been already reached, if 


beengi^en id the viori adVerW Air“} 

him now to tiio however, require thp operation of several 

knd lb relief ikiyiSif ®SfaJ/fast'hM^pon: P-®'® “*■ ‘‘“P''®’® *‘*® and 


aibility. 

. fhb bliibf object aimb^ afein the dibsprta- 


to shew wither there is an excess of produc¬ 
tion dver consumption. 

it Has observed iW tbe sime wp(| {hat jibe 
nulnieg .tree AUs heen bitberto, almost a moBO- ' 
pbly of nature, owing to its being found in Itt 



m 


TO jCAPTA,!*? AOW’s msllRTAXlCPf, 


Jitate within tery confihfid jfCograpUi- 
„ The latter, part pf.titis argo- 
nudp ras'intipviee been uontrovertnii; altboa^b 
•beiiraii'tntbd fbcte tire yet wanted vholH to 
diaj^Ve^" it. It cannot, however, be ddn.fed 
tlm British planters to the estward hav.e 
rdbWnto bnticrpate boinpetUion, perhaps , a 
dajtiferOus one, from the countenance n^ktere 
seeUia to^ giving to the cultivation of tiut*, 
megs in other intertropical parts of the gloho,] 
snoh «s Tritilda<i, the Mauritius, Itc. .i»:he* 
tb’ereyren«like she' is alluring.to roiii, or dis» 
penSirig substantial gifts, will not be disbnveir- 
ed* irntil it be tod late to profit.by the knpw- 
ledge. The fact, nevertheless,' is safficienily 
*»« might suppose, to merit serious 
■miftion from the planter, either in. posse or 
wnd. 

It is clear that over>coi»petiton would even- 
tsally prove detrimental both to oonsumei 
aod^producor,^ The former would fora brief 
Mfiod obtain cheap nutmegs at the expense 
of the tatter j but tlie ruin which at the end 
of that period would overtake the producer 
would speedily reach on the market. The 
nutmeg l iantations, like those of pepper, gam¬ 
bler, &c., would revert to jungle, and the om- 
meg trees becoming extinct or irreclaimable 
where they were Cultivated as erotics, their 
OXistenoe as a species would again bo confined 
to the Moluccas and adjacent islands 

There is, therefore, and sn'^posing that the 
Hatoh continue to adhere to their monopolv 
nothing which can be more nicely fitted to con 
flrra that monopoly inperpetuum than an excess 
of oompetition beyond those islands, by the 
mtish colonist. On the other hand, it was 
this monopoly which originated the chllivation 
oi spices within the Britislf oolonies, and 
thus gave to the consnmor a chance of obtain 
ing notmegs and cloves ^»t a fair rate.' h is 
manifost^ too, the interest of the consnrfier 
tbat the Untch shall not reli'iqnish their nionp 
poly, vnlett in the relinquishment they can 
give an irrevocableple^e, wbibli no foreign or 

doniAstin nnlS /«« jsnoa alPoAd WJ Sa 


w|ifncforegii|«riy^ad largely.cultivated but a 
very imperfobtlji’ naldihlMt^ bho. The increas¬ 
ed expense of flultiv^tien too, where the tree 
is go situatedt will probably render impossible 
ooy very lengthened eonipotiUon with the 
Duteh at low prieet or even at prices wliicii 
even when viewed in oonjimeiiofl with protec¬ 
ting duties by people unacquainted with the 
costs add risks of production, might else be 
deemed remunerating. 

In the spiee islands or Moluccas the nutmeg 
tree is in li/uT'n-id if through com etition its 
cultivation there should ever hap en to be 
given a , the worst thing that co itd befal it 
would ho, that it would only reveit by an easy 
and indcstraotive transition to its natural state 
in- the jungle, where it would contiiine to 
Sourish an<l to be ready at any given time to 
be tirougUt out, and again rendered immedi¬ 
ately perhaps productive; and this by means 
of the simple process of clearing away tho 
underwood ; thus, supposing cultivation to 
have been every where carried to a ruinous 
extent, csiahlisliing ahd most likely for ever, 
I the vita erated monopoly on the ruins of 
[-foreign oouipoliiion; for itought to he remem- 
bered tbat the preseat competition is no com¬ 
mon or easily renewable one ; seeing that it 
has required a period of thiity-scvcn years to 
become tangible oi*, to any useful degree, ap¬ 
preciable. 

Even when fortune smiles most propitiously, 
the cuiiivatinn of the nutmeg as a partially 
naturalized iiee is attended with such positive 
cost, tliat the planter cannot expect his capi¬ 
tal expended, with interest thereon, to be re¬ 
turned (if at all) within twenty years from the 
co.'umennetnent of regular cultivation, ' He 
cannj|,t then endute.aiinh costs and run the at¬ 
tendant risks without high profits, or at least 
profits above barely remunerating prices. He 
will not wa.ste a third part of his lifeiu making 
a doubtful experiment, where the reward in 
the far distant prospect barely dapresses the 
scale in his favor. He sets this best portion 
of his life, 4r ndered perhaps of high value to 


domeslio policy can affect of destroy, that it l'f«»4rndered perhaps of high value to 
aball never be revived hy them, and might they H"" *"* oountry) 

not dented a similar pledge on the part of ‘ 
tteciviliicd world at large to them ? It may 

gaerely be asked, if it be possible to give such course by the hope of daubleft. The nsks 
..i.A—« ^ p . . . run in ouluvating the generality of intertro- 

pical products is not very gf^t, because the 
returns are quio k of immediate being rarely 
protracted beyond ihe thirdi year, while actual 
cost of production cannot possibly exceed a 
jjmiall portion of tliat i.neurred by planting 
nntmeg dr clove trees, tn the first instance 
the speculator may ^feodde without losing 
murb, in'ibeseodiid Ke'dadd.of recede lyiib- 
dnt losing all of'ndi^'di^ tlie capital he has 
invested. Tn 'the fiw he may abandon bis 
aoltivation entlifd|^ fdf years,,and afterwards 
sehdaf do‘t’ fovooimle e#j|lfa Id the" market 
again rdvife it wifhdnt'wndh ‘dil8oa(ty. In 
the otbdr, tbat'^ in the'edsd of nutmegs or 
cloves Onltivated beyond the MolnecasAiehaB- 


pledges ? And if not, ifthe British colonrai 
planter be hot entitled to the fostering protec¬ 
tion of the State.'to enable him (o' maintain 
the position he has taken np, at the greatest 
risks, and with so larg^ an ekpenn^ore of 
tifBC, substitutes cannot on emergencies be 
got for notmegs and maee, snob as mav be 

hid for sugar in be'el-roov&c. ‘ 

-Jl therWore go fear that the declaration 

tffltlL***^^*****®****®“* obnoxious! 
t'W. edvoeating (he'monopoly 

^llnded The qqesBen is pne almost 

of mere ariihinetie. v. > 


Beyond the Molaocas the nntmeg tree wiU viuvcacuixivaioa ccirojia icc 
mos^mroMbiy fof.pyeroontinne to bdfifexiatl' not iimilif medus for Vi'fifaing ldst,g|rQttn(|; 
W;*? fW f bolinhi^ -and ^ fblfiibl Jf | 
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element, tiiiie, mniit largely ewRjojr- 

ed .and commanded to gi^^,t4i' tlieiie mean# 
effect. It may be aefced if any perron ^oiildi 
under aujch oiroumaiances, be hardy enongh to 
try a aCcoiid eapeiiurent with prpapecta un¬ 
improved and with the same rugged oourae 
still onsmoothed. 

• 

It has been said that the Duoh .government 
can yrow nnltncgs at (8) eight dollars the 
picul.-Could they besom at tim fjfHh'.or atbnr 
even many times higher, cumipet-ilioa' would 
of course be at an end. I*eopte miglitget nut 
mega sent to them all over the world in 
shape of duiinagu at three petree perlb.nnd 
at the cost of the Extra Malacca" planters. 
But when the ruin of the latter aitooM have 
been cunsummalpd, what, it may be asleep,, 
would then be the price of nuf'irtega ? 1ffigfA-| 
nut the Oiuoh a.sk any price they should be 
pleased to bx for them? And can we doubt 
they would,as in days of ypre, gel h too? But 
those wlioa-ssiime that nutmegs may he grown 
at 8 dollars a t'icol in. the Molucca islands (a 
thing which I can neither affirm nor dispute 
from paucity of minor facts i>earingon it) have 
not condescended to ilie requisite details. 
Even admitiiig the statement, still-several cir¬ 
cumstances have been overlooked which are 
here material towards arriving at a riglit oon- 
clusioii. We will venture to | oiatuutA>me 
of these. 


In the Crsl place, however cheaply the nut¬ 
meg may be cultivated at the Moluccas, it can¬ 
not ihetice be inferred that the Duoli or others 
under their ru e could afford to tell them 
cliea -ly. The spice islands wore occupied 
solely, it may he safely affirmed, for the spices 
they yielded. Their value, without refeience 
to spiceit, is absolutely nothing, or next to 
nolhiiig now. There is oeilher i>^iilalioo on, 
nor produce Other than spices of, the.se islands 
sufficient to attract commerce. The Uueh'a&om 
the fiist, have been forced-to keep up most ex¬ 
pensive csta'-lishmentsto protectiliir>8e islands: 
labor there is very far from free. 4-1 
the spic«s are delivered at the rates fixed by 
the government; white the native cultivators, 
even where least coerced, aie moreover bound 
hy other restrictions, which greatly reduce to 
them the value of their own labor. Hence it 
would he no easy matter to say what would 
be the price of labor there and ergo the price 
of nutmegs, were it to be loosed from its fet- 
ten. 

Were the monopoiyip be ebapdoned, th^j 
Duch spice islands would, ifc may be imagin¬ 
ed, be given up to. tbeicaqgfi^ poptHatipn ,ef 
natives. In such anevent,.itM.,feiry.4^Ht&ii 
if nutmegs wop}4 be cultivated fi.aod, if 
iliey should, j^ nrodaqe wpplff |lip4%l)tt|aw 
afail inferior ffeeer^W.Theinowl 
pesitipn, ltowever^.jlp,;^i^,.th«,nawres 


. .. thejLimdtt 

yeToi%,conMiyed W, ftU Ihe 

trees and Uios remnviog ue iaoaatlve infte 




.ooaqpn'itop 'nf.tbeee .H^hitllds which h&d red«*'^ 
eed*!them to a aUrte -ol' comparative boitfl*' 


Bdt Ih'e Ddeh, not give 


ee4*ithem to a stoto -ol' comparative 
ffge. 

Bn 

op the islands, bedauie, dr,,ff .tli» ildopi.t|i|p 
liberal system. Gdrfainly ndif fge^ 

<fia maiiituin them under such' ntil|to.nuip4 
otimslaAces ffw their exolieqner, ft 
miiie^ that they would have a rigbl.to Ito 
reiiiihorsed sdinehpw. for the rro^oUpn -^tejr 
would be .thu| affdi'diag to the free' planters ; ■ 
and mqre especially so on the grop^i.lKifbfu . 
nctldnro that the spice islands yield, no ex* 
chtiiigea'de commodities beyond spieos to atr 
tract trade: nor furnish any other sour*‘ea of 
revenue. It would he a surpassing degree of . 
credulity which could cherish the belief that ' 
any nation so oircuiustaueed would oonsnlt the 
taste and palate of other jialiens at an enor¬ 
mous sacrifice of its owu treasure. 


If it be admitted that these premises or re¬ 
flections have reason ou their side, it follows 
that whatever might be the < rime cost of nbt- ' 
megs and mace, or in other word-*, the aotnal 
cost of growing and curing iheiu, the Outoh 
government could not, with the usual regard 
which ti pays to national axpendUnre, afford 
tp allow tiuimegs to lie 8old*(ielow the- .prioe 
which would be necessary to^enablB it to meet 
the cost of its various esiahlishments. 'What 
ihal cost is now or might be in such a case, it 
were perhaps hard to tell; yet this appears 
certain, that.it could not be met by the impo¬ 
sition of heavy duties on the exportation of 
spices : which in so far as the consumer coo Id 
be interested, would be merely givihff him a 
fancied advantage, and oontfnning the mono¬ 
poly undar another name. .Lastly, it is fair 
to infer that such establishments would he 
maintained on political giounds alone, were 
the/reo system ever<to gain a footing in tho 
Mdiuccas. Nation-I likg individuals become 
mor*^ tenacious as their pos.scssions become 
crrcumscrihed, and the Dueh have no appa¬ 
rent disposition to gralif^y others to their injury 
or ruin. , 

It now remains (pr me to describw as W 4 >n 
as circumstapoes will admit of, the^extent tO 
whioh cultivation has already gone, and that 
to which it may fiossibly proceed. ' ' 

From ^he official informiation contained i'p 
Mr. Bor^iiis's account o'fspice enttivatida In 
Ule'’T||ibda Ulaiida'in the year 1812; the 
raport'of M. B. MsiiTtw, .Esquire (then Resi¬ 
dent of AnibeyBh‘)iD the same year, and in tho 
aoeonnt'of tjie then Resident at Beiicoofen, 
regarding nutmeg cultiyati^'in the year 
t8i8,-all of which doedmehts'YnOw before ibeji 
^were the result, of' oaotionsinquiry. 1 an^ 
[ehabled’With'oonfidedoeHO state that in 1814 . 
^Ofe were five hhbiirbff liwd seventy thousand; 
mvobqiidi^d nutmeg frees under culUvatlbti'- 
ni IheMOruccw, (tW,400) besides hpodfhtto 

drthdusabdf'df hidhU 4n the nurseries,, t. 
iflt«rndt tanddm. bstimato Of H 

bavO'slilOe b 
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added to tba a|>eve; but, when it is considered, 
tbtit tW' ViBtDiei; tree attaint to' npwarda o( 
ISOji^art of age, that the incireated demanyd 
whiob arose from (he diminution of pricey has 
most probably stimulated to increased prodoc* 
-imh 6y the planting of new trees; the reader 
«itr be kbfe.to fotin his.’pwn judgment on the 
sdbjeoi of increVsk )n',trees.' I am inclined to 
think, tRe additjlop'niust have .amoon;ted[ to p, 
quanlityi'eaual to. One*fourth !bf the number of! 
ti%ea iO'euftitration' as before stated iif 181A. 

*We shall now prboeed to, Sumatra. 

. -/I ' ^ ^ . • ' A 1 ' 

From the printed account of Br, LuijisDSiNe 
there were 109,428 nutmeg |rebs in cnltira- 
tion 'at Bencoofen in 1819, besides those in 
the out-stations. There is reason for bpliev- 
ing that no great increase has taken place 
here. The above trees, it may be supposed, are 
ndw Tery productive. 

On the authority of am English merchant, 
whom I lately met, and who was long a resi¬ 
dent at Padnng, the natives t|^ere have plan¬ 
ted out a large number of nutmeg trees. The 
Captain Malay, as be is called, had a planta- 
tipn pf 10,000 trees. 

PBNANO AND PROVINCB WELLESLEY. 

I hare had good opportunities of estimating 
the present exfent of the oultivatidti of 
nutmegs at this tiertlement, and 1 Urn 
sui'e, I rather underrate the ’ number of 
trees ill the estimate now to be made. 
There are upwards of twenty large i lanlations 
belonging to Europeans aud nine to natives,! 
besides many small nutmeg gardens. Tliere 
ure'106,800 trees in oultivalioii belonging lu 
tbt» iirtt mentatipned class, and 28,!U0 in cul¬ 
tivation appertaining to natives, making a 
total df 134,900 trees under ciiltivRtion; be¬ 
sides, large quantities of plants in the various 
nurseries, ready to be planted out by those 
who may chase to venture after this exposi^p. 

• SIN&APORB. 

r 

It is said that several speculators at this is¬ 
land are actually planting out nutmeg trees, 
or are intending to do sooah large-scale. 
The nnuAier of 10,000 trees bas been mention- 
et^ to me.V , 

^RIMtpAlH^WEST I.NDIB8. 

In a Lirerpoo! paper pf 1832 (here appeared 
an account of 70,000 nutmeg plpnts being 
ai'ou.t.^p.be planted pu, ^his Gland, and the 
statement is partly .corroborated by;Mr.. Fo.r- . 
T£jg in his “ Trppical, AgrichUut'mt" jli^lished * 
ia.'.|83S|. It is therein stated his iotlaws,; 
Bu'ting.'the peqep of Amiens,,'the. tree was 
fir^ . jdtrodooed injlo'.tbe Bruisb Wpst tor 
diM : two planta havijng been.then ]m.p 9 trled, 

, Irqai C^enpe^to the lslppdofS.(. Vitjeept^ 
(ma cHthe^e .plants died, and the other firpYA; 

' ing. wha,' a’male tree U was aided 'jhyilwa 

tp la jadd- These were opltiv^d; 

•uppessfully, -/rom this. stopM^fiplaDte 
. A /aw,pf,these,fire 
jepri ^ wc7aj(^splantad,,iiih» Iw 


japrt pT wa. wege, 


or foor years after fifty more pjants were 
pi'oedred from'. St, Vincent. Thirty;-two out 
of these were female^ or fruit-bearing trees, 
froin which, in thosummor of,IKK) more than 
twenty lbs. of nutmegs were gathered : and 
as tba most experienced (tmndoo) spice 
merchants declared, that most of them were 
equal to the eastern produce, the gold medal 
of tbd' Society for tbp encouragement of arts, 
Sco. Was awarded to the successful cultivator. 
It appears that preparations have been made 
for the co1^ation'"Of this plant at Trinidad 
on a very extensive shale. Plants have been 
raised both froth seeds and’ layers, sufficient 
to deonpy one hundred hcres of land. In 
thirteen huudred perfect nUtftiegs were 
gathered from one of the trees planted in 
1820, aiid in 1830, some of the trees planted 
tp 1824 were equally proditoive. The per- 
sons*eDgag6(l in the cultivation are sanguine 
as to its success, and consider it an object 
every way worthy of the attention of govern¬ 
ment, aS this cultivation is singulaily adapt¬ 
ed to the ocbupatioii of white persons of all 
ages and both sexes." 

Some attempts appear to have been made at 
different times to cultivate nutmegs at the 
Mauritius, Ceylon, and on Cotinentai India ; 
but apparently without much sucncits. The 
tree has also been tried on tite Tenasseriin 
Coabt, .hut from the late description of the 
agricultural capabilities of that country given 
by l)r. Hei.eek, it would seem that the soil is 
not favorable to it. 

Now, if we leave entirely out of considera¬ 
tion all the cultivation at the various places 
already mentioned or elsewhere, which has 
not been ascertained with any suffleient degree 
of accuracy ; and confine the estimate to the 
ciilti*,-a(ion on the .Moluccas for the period be¬ 
ta ixt 1811 and 1814, and that at Bencoolen for 
1819-20 and the present cultivation at Penang, 
the result will be the ve^y large number of eight 
hundred and eleven thousand, eight hudred 
and tvveaty-cight(81|,828) trees in culiivation; 
a quantity sufficient to cover a tract of thirty 
miles sqnsite. It is probable that to meet the 
increased oonsum,ption since 1614 anaddit'u>n 
I’oftwo.hundred thousand trees may have been 
made to the Molucca plantations; although 
an improved .system , of oultivalion of the 
original number wdula have n similar effect in 
cespecti toprodppp. 

TMHijez, 

Prom the stRtement made by Mr, Hopkins, 
fSapt. oflSpiomi at Bapda, ta 1812. of produce in 
the Mdtu«6as at tb'at perldd.^U appears that it 
‘viGs nn ah-HYerage.betwddffsix aMseven bun- 
tli'dasaAd ^pAhndk ”of laatmega and one 

f ldnrth of that qawAlHy btiliRoe yearly. , But a 
rafgepaHibd of the'tteefebad uqMbea.arrived 
a< bdndlitloii eff |>r<mtioi|veness, a 

wareiiiiteetriihg infol^pripg, and 
mdw Wire -not wd lb faenA It also 

abpearithbt^b frees Af a'bearing age-bad 
been prtity'wett'wedaeff of sapefflobob wales. 
WbM) thesd iHidliartl Apnstdered it 

I »,?*. stirs*,. i.sJT:..*,.. 
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will be very fair to infer tliat the. pr<H^ti'ror 
dace of the Moluccas, Beocoolfcn, and renangf 
only, cannot bo less than one inilliun 
of nutnieifs, and one quarter of a miHicni 


: 7o:yorirp2rTn„;^^ MrirH^^^ie^ccrtbe, are. that oo«.u.nption nn„t in 
|>wuiuin HI iMuvw, r _far t.nvnnft anv iLitherto exhibited o 


1 Ji^ve.no lableni of the consn ni{ftion of nnt* 
jnefs and maoe.lii other pai vs u€ the world; 
hut If the srounto pif Ibo foregoing estimates 
of ottltivation be hear to the truth, which it is 


kins' estimated ,pro8po;'ti*ely 

the lowest rate and*tbo quantity at 800,00ij..iba^ 

But if the question bo now viewed^ proapee^^ 
lively,say for 184*. when all the tree%at the, 
Moiocoas and Bencoolen, ns already "° ?****?'* 
a large portion of those, at PM®"* ^ 
data assumed be correct, and if duo allowance 
at the same lime be made for uapcada gji^ 

trees, then, at the average rate of produo^^ 

ness asaignod to ibe nutmeg tree 
DsiNK and other writers, the “P® 
three localities will be probably two niillions 
and two hundred and 8fly thousand pounds of 
nutmegs, and one quarter of. that «oi^»t .of 
mace per annum, 

IIow far this prodigious qu^tily might be 


'en'oase far beyond any hitherto exhibited or. 
even contemplated ratio, before the prices of 
putmegs and mace can be prevented for faN 
Hog. in a few years hence, to,a poiflt aejy dis- 
eouraging to planters. This is the worst ai^e of 
tiup qq^Tion; and for' the sake of British 
Planters, it is to he hoped, a less gloomy one 
may be fownd, yet, it would be difficult to say 
where or how. 

CLOVU. 

/ 

The cultivation of the clove seems to have 
greatly deolincd within the past few years. 

It were hard to say what quantity the 
Dutch islands now yield. In 1811 the Re.si- 
(dent at Araboiiiii found it nocMsary to plant 


■wpllcd bv the produce of additional cultiva- ] trees. In ^lio Isle of France and Uoiirbon, it 

SWCIICU J _lan/l ikaf np Alllil. I t.- tii«af s* I rs VM 4* tl 111V»llOH 11 AS haSII 


rthese Uiree localities, and that of culti- 
vaiionai the other places before named, I have 
no accurate data for shewing. But even on 
the loose data for them, which we already 
possess, this prospective estimate might 
Liount to three millions at least of pounds of 
nutmegs, and one fourth of that weight or 
quantity of mace. Formerly, it wUrim borne 
?nmind%nd the statements of Mr. Hopkins 
confirm the impression, the 

inducement to cultivate the "utmeg tree, tur- 
iher than by keeping it clear of jungle, and 
ionUquentlV it could not be eKpected that the 
produce would equal in quantity that deri ved 
from irees highiv cnltivaled. It would not be 
reauisile in the Moluccas to have recourse t«| 

the expedient oflaying out pew plantations ol 
nuliheg trees in order to obtain a fljrger suo- 
dIv The produce might, it is believed, be 
there doubled, at the least,by careful cullurv^. 
and doubtless it has ia this 

certain extent, w«®'‘ ’^'ai Bennto' 

mand become suddenly greater. Ai Bennoo 

!^n mueb more attention is pa^d to the 

nV the nutmeg tree than formerly, and 
dfoblless the increase of produce there too has 
i.«^n roiisiderable, and is yet progressing; 
Jince the troe does not recover itself suddenly 
after negligent cultivation 

Bqt what.is Jlo be dope ‘ 

fn E&d, fo* flirseven years preceding 

age annual 

JLa onlv 16*^ Th.«^ oonsumpUDBi 

LcordiJg iHbf t^ier of of 

theae prp^n'eti, J®'S?tb5>ato of 

to 18W. 


is understood, that clove eiillivation has beeii 
superseded hy that of sugar. If so, there 
will he upwards of 17.000 piculs less in the 
market, per annum. The qiianiity in 18*D, of 
llouri'on cloves, was 17,908 piculs. At Ben-* 
coolon. the nuniherof bgaring trees were esti¬ 
mated by Dr. Lumsdaine, for the year 18*4-25 
prospectively, at 14.53*. That gentleman wa.s 
inclined to the belief, that its existence (here 
was confined to 20 years, except in very supe¬ 
rior soil. Henee, supposing no replenishing 
of the plantations has taken place, the period 
of the useful existence of the largc.st portion 
of these irees, has already passei^ awa/. At- 
Penang, the clove tice, where found in eon-^ 
geiiigi soil, has survived the above period and 
still yields good crops, biennially. But the 
extensive clove plaiitalious on the hills, have 
not succeeded* Several planters, however, 
looking ^aS they must do) at Ibe doubtful 
prospects lield ont*to nutmeg growois, ligve 
begun again to plant cloves, Tlie sites best 
adapted for ibis tree have now been proved, 
tobetiie plains and gently undulating tracts 
skirtiug the bases of the bills. 


dI^i 


A.V the oonsumplion of the clove has inorea^ 
ed while its cultivation has declined, and, 
as it is believed, that the large stock, which 
for many years remained in hand In Europe 
has been nearir exhansted, there seems every 
probability of prices rising. Clove 
JiAs the groat advantage of being cheaper 
than that of the dtttmeg. 


10<A Beamier 1 1837. 


J. L. 


freti, 8eptemi«f *8. 
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Tii« t^^nets from letters trltich tTo atihjo^n^ 
Ronttte ittry satUfactorj evidence of tile pro- 
Kreet'bf sonnd knowrledf^ lii different parts 
of fntlia. ^ne of the-fireatest ohstaclos to tlioj 
profcreiis ot tboaereinaries whipii Jisve been 
Jatrly established in the interior, is lh% want 
of snitahle books, which nan with difficulty Ae 
procured In those distatit qnarter's, It 'cfrtaiU' 
ly is' Pot siirpTisinic that English h*^8 do wot 
nbonnd in the neighbourhood of the Ohpitai of 
the Great Mogul, hnt we think that the exist¬ 
ing want may be easily supplied hy the friends 
of Indian education. There hre few Europeans 
in this country whose private li'>raries would 
not furnish some hooks which, though o/ lit- 
, lie use to tlietnsci ves, wonid he a valuable 
addition to the library or do«s books of the 
nearest seminary ; and if they In vo none of 
tlieir own, American editions of all the stand¬ 
ard British works are to bo procured- at a 
cheap tale at Calcutta, and may be as cheap¬ 
ly convoyed, at least for Iho greater part of 
the distance, hy the river steamers. P,eihaps 
also some whose eyes this mav meet in Eng¬ 
land and America, may feol disiMxcd to cn- 
coiirge us laborers in/.lie-East by helping' to 
supply us with proper implements. A box of 
books, maps, slates, and oilier material of iii- 
struotion addressed to the Principal of the 
Agra College (which institution includes all 
the diifeient grades of tuition from 6 years old 
to 20) or to the Head Masters of-the Aimir, 
Liidiaua, Oorakpur orSadib schools, would be 
received wi|h the utmastsatisfaction and gra¬ 
titude. The class hooks by which children 
’are Instructed in the English language, are 
mucli,.,^hc same wherever that language is 
taught I and any book which noiitains useful 
instruction in any branch of knowledge, will 
be ,acceptable for the Seminary-Libraries. In 
on\pr that the friends of Intlia in America and 
England may know more distinctly what is 
doing and were their assistance is wanted, we 
liitend shortly to furnish the sulisoribers to the 
CArittianObmrverwhlt a map showing the nniU'- 
ber and posiii^ of all the schools, Missiona¬ 
ry stations, a^ntl^ther similar establishments 
for the eotigiitenmeat of the.,people. 


AjMtr, Jan. 15, 1834. 

I would liave. written to you long .hofore 
now, hut that i. was anxious to be able to 
communioate to yon nom«tbiag deoiatve as ^ 
the school here. I need only tell you that 
. there gre 210 names op the list, 70 of whom 
are taarpiag Eagiish : ihe#«mainder, almost 
alf SM^ohildern, are acquiring the rudiments 
j^tlMil'.own lango^e previous to oommen- 
This 1 am oSrtafn will 
In 


thbse boys who are moat likely to eonlt- 
niie permanently my pupils, with the view of 
employing them at no distant period as school 
masters iiitlifr principal towns, sgph as Kekri, 
Srinagar,Tiiskar. If you would kindly point 
put any little work of anoient or modern lite¬ 
rature, that translated into romaiiiged Urdu* 
would be of an/^rvioe, I would must wiltiiig- 
ly undertake it. Tlie *‘Charar4ers ofTheb- 
phrastus” ( of, which I have no English, but a 
very good Greek amd Latin edition) ocourred 
to myseironoe or twice. And now, dear Sir, 
will you permit me to trouble you. The.native 
gentleman (Seth Oambhir,^MatlJ for whom 
yon IkindK proouied a telescope, is very an¬ 
xious to possess aii “ orrery," and lias inirea'ted 
me to solicit your assistauoe. On being ap¬ 
prised of what it may cost, he will immedi¬ 
ately remit the amount. 

Agra, Jan. 18, 1837. 



I must commence by saying, and I do it ho¬ 
nestly, that we are doing well. The hoys are 
improving fast, and tliepuhlie interest excit¬ 
ed by the college is great. It would bp no 
matter for boasting that we are doing intieh 
more now than hefurc. The change is to be 
escrit'cd to a change of system, wliicb involv¬ 
ed the accession of four hours (! I) aiiditon- 
al stody daily to English. Only iinugine one 
hour’s English teachingloeacli class per diem; 
and then only two teachers to 100 boys, the 
restbeingtauglii by monitors..To satisfy yon at 
once of what is doing I must refer you to the 
inclosed *• Cufrioulnm." All the grammar, 
except of the two first classes, all tiio arith¬ 
metic, msHhematics, algebra, and all other 
studies, except reading and writing, are the 
growth of the short period between June and 
iSieocmher. Bnt the quality as well as the 
quantity of what has been acquired has also 
remarkably improved. The first class could 
scarcely make out a single sentence of histo- 
ry unaided, and I was constrained to limit 
their lessons to ten <:r twelve lines, and then 
first explain it in the fullest manner ; they 
can now with only one or two'incorrigible 
exceptions, read off a page^ asking the mean- 
ing perhaps of a few words only, and are able 
to follow the lectures which I deiiever every 
Monday, snfflciently to enabth‘thURi'to write 
an essay on the sanfe subject hy 'the GUtonlay 
following. In addittoU to on^’CorrioulUm, I 
have enclosed a tiUte schedule of the daiiff les¬ 
sons of the two> first .OlM«ss-f-wli4^«i ’ yob will 
iiproeive-that poetry is r8ad 'iwilie,'hm<»ry :and 
•yntqa twice, lecture m s anmrad' Suhjeot uu 
IfUMiay, .and thh rem^tned Bi^hUbih&r on 
be truly!Sftoi^y. THis^.lfi^^lt'itudfed withgr^t 
want ofiai^ty.und plswfifie, of ihees»« 

. .... ... . ,tyi o#bire«dit; Tha^fimt 

Of tfu lines, and trauslKten 


tying 'teyoii*' I am sadly , , _ 

s-.ThaeMUit’of theexperiutenffibeire has’ M^h whit4 all t1 
«eded ny’ineni wnguiaU egpestfffioa!^ alass reads-elgfht' 

I now coflfideotfy hsok forward to see Ajy into tbe^hsst 'EU^Ish; and the next morning, 
in tbtee.fears tbe'fHinoipal seat Of weStht^ that H- ttmy be tretained, S ropy is made and 
,rmag-smthis aidabf Jidia. -I Smdldsdfifi# '^evnt to tbe sister,' ^hls ServhS for tpan'fle- 
Bfen^oa to tbw peiUbiHty- nf-fidwSMinw^ijsitfremVcdshtfo English, and wiU soon, 1 
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enable Uicm to constraet English een- 
tenoes graiiimationlly and elegantly. The lec¬ 
ture at once supplies important knowledge, 
tind an exercise fur tljiiikiiig and expressit^.' 
The poetry uHords what history does not, Pina 
thoughts and variety and richness of language, 
and will serve whetkibey andcrstand it better, 
to rreate a taste for iho beauties of lileraTiire. 

Our new library isjustopencd Balnukund, 
our best and most deserving monitor, is ap- 
pointed librarian at ton rupees per tnenseiii. 
These books* are nmny of tlieiuyiery exoelteni. 
and all of them, from their sjmpiicity, 
to our present state. Were they more learned, 
they would not be uaderStood and soon la'd 
aside. Mr. Davidson, our acting civil judge, 
lias made us a piesent qf nineteen vol.intes of 
Miss Martinean’s works and two vuliimesof 
Bowring’s “ Minor Morals.** We liave also Lord 
Uentick’s present of the Encyclopedia Bilta-' 
nitm—besides a number of useful books on 
history, travels, &c. which I lend t ^ such as can. 
understand them. The Bishop also |ire.sented 
Ms with a copy of iilsevidcnces. Mr. Davidson 
also presented us with a set of mural maps, 
valued at three hundred rnpess, and we have 
commissioned out another set from England, 
as Ostell says there are none to be obtained in 
Calcutta. 'The second class are but very lillle 
behind the tirst, owing to an extra hour they 
enjoy over and above the first class, lialP of 
whom are occupied in teaching the nnibitorial 
classes in the forenoon, end the other half in 
tlie afternoon. 

Onr numbers would have been at least three 
hundred now,, bad nut sixty or seventy been 
struck out, fur negligent attendance. Once 
a niontli a Rubak&rl is read with no small 
soieiiinity in the presence of the whole col¬ 
lege, when it is announced, who have been 
fined for misdemeanors, who have bees admit-, 
ted into either the English or Oriental Do- 
paitment, and wlu> have withdrawn or have 
beou expelled. Formerly pupils were nduiis-, 
siblo daily, now only on the last'^'’Wncsday, 
of the month. We have alsu^draWD out a Jio> 
tiue of the terms on which boys are to be admit¬ 
ted, the privileges they are to expect for stti- 
dyin*g a certain number of years, &c. &c. Our 
Christain boys are increasing fast in nninber, 
and several of them are highly respeoiahle. j 
Without referring to my note book, I think, 
there are nearly forty, besides which wa liav^; 
had -as many as abont twenty applications 
from persons 'living in the neighboring ttnd. 
some remote districts, wishing to place thelri 
children at the college, and urging mos^ fees' 
vently our eslabMshing a boaidiag bonsesfac; 
iheir reception. Wo tboegbt first of asItlDi^: 
thej(HHigrM. iCaaipiitloo to. bwild « plao«tfer^ 
tbo pfsipose bat apt boihfi prepared with spe^ 
oific data as |e whatmight begequtrod, ft was. 
judged adoieable not to moot the {woposttion ; 
bat Dr. Donnap has saggested to Mr. Porter 
to ondertake to board and lodjre ohildreo in 
> . . 0 ii a * ' . . 

* Tbii probably Tgfiu* Ip IM ** Ainamian Jitveails 
Library,” a Ooliectioa of eatartaiaiog and iaMr«otiv« 
' bfokt, whieb has beta fumishsKf' to all l^s GhveraBteat 
Soniaansiu 


the way desir^^aad lie Ims consented to do 
so. 1 also Imve been per-oonally solicited hy 
sit or seven persons in take ciiui gc of their 
children, but having a family of my own,.! 
hilvf been obliged to decline, at lea i for the 
present ; should I, however, have accomodn. 
lion sufficient fora few, iu, my new bouse, 
which 1 ex.pect to enter in April orjJIay next; 

1 think I shall receiic thcm'as tiierllienHy ap* 
pears to he no other place half so eligible 
where parents can educate their childrea 
e.xoept by seitdiug them to Calcutta or to Eu> 
rope, whicU<'is in the power of only a few 'to 
do., Were I not afraid pf swelling the bulk 
of tilts letter to an unwieldy si*«*, I would 
enclose,some of the lotlcrs 1 hnve received, 
and they would shew in what sin inieresting 
light the college soews to he regnided. Some 
of onr first class -lads have become quite 
einimoiirjfd of learning, and pursue their stu. 
dies with a delightful avidity; we had Ocea.- 
sion to send one of them to Mainpuii to the. 
Postmaster, tttxi the fnliowing is an extract 
from iii.s letiflr regarding him. “ I cannot do 
lc.ss than to thank yon foi .ttic promising assis» 
lant I have obtained in the Dak Ollinethrough 
your agency ; and it the Agra C.illego turn 
out such valuable servaiiis for public offices, 
the institution, in carninon With others of its 
class, wilt be of im'incnsa inlliionce, in pro¬ 
moting the general strength of the country ; 
for it is miMcl tiiat is wanted to release the 
torpid energies of this as of other climes." 
This estimate is, I think, perfectly just in 
regard to the'young man Rkradi^l, aiihough 
1 rfgret to my that he leit his situation shortly 
a/teg, before he eouId make himself useful, 
and by so doing gavo ofience to his employer. 
Ho hah in consequence rothrned to the college 
hnd fegls much greater pleasure, he says, in 
study than ia business. He has gieat baste 
forg'eometry, and learnt twelve propusitions 
one day.-. • 

t • 

Oh ^liis topfh of geometry, however, Imuft 
dwell'a-Hitie. Mr.' Marston, who has the 
department, is felly capable to advance the 
'bays far into the recesses of ti e science, but 
we fiwye notmaire than five or suk copies of 
Euclid, and have thus labored Ander ^^reat 
dfeatfyiinlagt^,* In arithmetiu a-ife algebra it 
js t^egaibe, and you could not render us more 
-veal |;hau by sending us supplies of 

tlrese oDdlui.' I was obliged to get pasteboards 
nwd'Wrfie eet,4h a Jarge legible hand, all the 
|>|q^sitiaus, hnd ravake the more advanced 
these saspeitdcd on the wall, after 
tbwlAiioasferittnf^sliion, those who lagged be- 
bfUhlMd ^ ihia means vge have been able 
iieir tw T<ieii vmry near the end of the first 

. •* " - • 

. I^ei^rstplasi hate spme through fraetione 
which they aaderstand well, they also under- 

i itand the iu)aare r;oob .and are now engaged 
a the flidre root aad deoimalst Oor cleverest 
boy isaChrisUambif; name Nicholas Pamiok, 
wiiais«#saBee^4|s<fera8 Eqastiony. Ifyoa 
seottho .dyne JUUAtr .f oa will .have observed 
ear,.,i|^fti^lHsaM fit the last examkiatftR.'' 
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Previottii to p«blic display I sohjectedall 
the olaaBcVto ft very riff id osaminatton, partt^ 
cfttarly the two first, making iliein answer in 
wrJUnx ft series of questions on tiro severai 
bVito*>bes d/ study wliu'ii they had been prfrini- 
infi. this was quite a nuvel ordeal to the 
bdys^ hut it was highly beneficial, and I was 
‘Biticii piq^sed with the resiitt. The questions 
were ail iftswored from memory and know- 
lcd;{e : no referenoo was allowed to books, 
and for the most part they were well and cor¬ 
rectly answered. We have _#fton bad visits 
from tiib curious, and the bov« have generally 
Ime'n nailed dp to read and explain some pas- 
«age in history, or demonstrate a proposition. 
Tlnewesults io each oasohaveifiven the highest 
aatisfaclioD. 

We do not yet think of commencing natnrai 
philosophy, there being already work enough 
out out for niir hoys. Wo hope,, however, to 
do giccit things in time. We have only now 
fairly coiumoniied ; but if we go on as well as 
we have coniuienccd, a rich liarvdst will await; 
ns. 1 promise myself still more occupation 
when I am domiciled near the college. At 
present I am four miles distant, and yet trudge, 
it regularly as a mill horse every morning. 
All my time and almost all my thoughts are 
in my w'ork, and theisucuess of my labors will 
be my best leward. 

JLeuoru - -- l«t clast, under head master only 

Mon- Tii««- Wednes- Thun- Ipridiy. Satur¬ 
day. day. day. day. j day. 


Wednes¬ 

day. 


lUuial 
lecture 
to ( bo 
the sub. 

ject of History, 
an es¬ 
say, to 
be pre¬ 
pared 


Poetry Sypiax 
with Pro-with Ex- 
sody.. 'ercisee. 


History. Bkgho- 
bilial. 
and * 


As %a inatftaee i^Atbe ease «iib whicb the 
Roman chariieier hh^ be learned, f mention 
that my interpreter had learned ,to read cor* 
Ireutly and intelligibly wilhlst a week altor his 
qrrival here, although t did not devote, more 
than an hour a day to his iastructioo. 1 have 
mysejf, on the contrary, been eudeavonritig 
for several months to make out the compound 
charactttrsof the ^ongaii, hutain almost every 
day meeting with new compounds that perplex 
me and 1 have concluded to lie down quietly 
.under the statqptent which has been so ofleii 
repealed of late, that ho one adopts tlio 
Itcmian character, hrit those wlio are too iaay 
to leam the native,'’ It is certainly true that 
f am too laay to teach it to others, and mubli 
prefer some easier metltod of instruction, 

I have received a copy of *' correspondence 
on tiie mode o/ educating the natives,” and 
also some articles by Mr. Trevelyan in favor 
of romanizing, which appear to me perfectly 
unanswerable, although we see by some of tlie 
Calcutta papers that it is very easy to de¬ 
nounce and ridicule them. 

I see an ncuount of an attempt to grow tea 
in America, which has succeeded ncll. I 
hope it will succeed here. 

fQ-ishnyarh, —A few evenings ago I passed 
s.atTie unlive shops the owners of wliicli sent 
their sdns to iny new school. 1 said,** 1 am 
'going to teach your soirs to read and'write 
your own language in the Eiiglfsh character.” 
They much approved of it considering it a 
great advantage under the present state of 
tilings, and no doubt it will be. 1 leave it to 
them to carry on their Bengkia,* which they 
will not neglect to do as far as they find it re¬ 
quisite. 

Gorakpur Schools .—My school is getting on 
very well, and the residents paiticularly frien- 


by Su- 
tuidsy. 


\ Ditto 
^iiobr, iGraro- 


2»d cUti^ 


'Huiofv, Graro- 
‘ I..OT- Qutisli'- mar aad 
SOM on ons «a compos- ^ 
things” ditto, iug sea-i 
to tie CO Parsing lences. j 
pied on & Spol- 1 

slatos. ping. 1 


Gram- I “ Las -, 
mar aadr sms on] 


^gs,''J 
as ' an) 
Moa- I 

«i»y* I 


copy on 
paper. 

^Mlery,| 
as on Grfm- 
3'a«s- A ,iBsfv to' 
day.. I^oa 


V ^ : ‘'.Jr' ' 

Sadhfa, Assam, Dtt. 27, 

ed a letter from ouV AmerieaA ndv. S'. 

Mftlooro, encouraging ua to egpeof one o|tiirt>. 
more Missionary* famitieg toon. Mr, Matoo^ 
likMelf wji) ftot visit na. 

Sitoirbaag iftaa yoa aeat.ap a« i«|aii|^ator 
holary imd .1 like him maBh. Me 
Aaaaiiwaa well, and ReafftM Ma- 
We are. ofiating an mfURaa Rie 



Gorakour Schools .—My school is getting on 
very well, and the residents paiticularly frien¬ 
dly, The principal native Sudder Aineen is 
taking ijrivafe lessons in English with roe, and 
ten others in Government employ hiive sent to 
know if I woulA give them private instruc¬ 
tions. 1 bate agreed to do bo at my leisure. 

Suri,Oet. i, 1836.—Yesterday We had llio 
annunl examination of our schools. Most of 
the Europeans of this statioo were present, 
and were, mneli grartilied with the progress 
made aitice tost year. The highei* classes of 
English Schools were ekamined id gram- 
iBftr,geography, ancient history, and the use of 
itoe globes. 

Subathit, Akn. 24, 1837.^T have been faerO 
nn^ three or four days and therefore eah say 
bat tittle about theaafieet of things In relation 
to the Missionary cause. |'he hill pObpfe ap¬ 
pear in their aapeot and oeportment to be-a 
more independent people than they bf the 
plains. They are said to possess more integrity 
«ad ingentabotnesa th^n the people df the 
plains;.and also to'Have more liberality of 
sentiment; Bnti^uppose, that when Chris- 
tiablly afaail dome more-directly In bonlAot 


* Vts« .the oM BoglU chsneter. 
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‘with them, it wiU be lifcel)’ to the 
tion of the iiuman liuart which i« oearijr the 
same in every latitude and olime. The Ruro* 
l<enn Kenllemen here seem quite inelinad -to 
i'efViend ns, and forward our objects so far at 
we have yet had any, apportnmty of eUcitto)}' 
their feelings. 

The school at Ludi&na is ddln;; as' yell as 
we could rehsOntibly expect, and the Press is 
readv to ptMrfofin its part with a good degtee 
of eHiciency'as soon ns So ex-peri^ced t-rinter 
comes to direct it, jS^nd a sudiclent number are 
prepared to circulate its >produetiuns< ’ ,VV^o. 
ho e that a printer will soon arriye. . . . 

I have been 'trayelliug a good.rdeal in the 
plains during the last two mojithsi . 1 aiwuys 
had a su ply of Tracts, Testaments, &e. wjUi 
me. I was often surprised to see how few of 
the I eopie are able to read. There, is a vaft 
work to tie cerfonned fUr this people yet, in 
preparing them to read and understand, before 
the nihle. as a written or publisbed voluiua, 
can be of much service to them. 


$9. 1837.—‘This is quite a- 
beautiful piaUe.' ' Qqe'oiFUie finest bQianiegV 
gardens iO'a'M Indu is in the vicinity. Front 
odr^ tpingalow we have a fine .view of the* 
^ttnalayas in all their nlijesty, towering to 
the olOQds add oapt with etelvial snows glit- 
ieringip the sen. In case of fever no invalid 
coqld W earried to the hills in a’singte night; 
when a climate, at any degree of tempeialurer 
oan b^ obtained i and it opens np a wide field 
for nsefuloess ; bat the natives are more iUdo; 
than any I bajye ever seen. Saharanpnr coa<^' 
tains about forty thousand inhabitants; 
about half of them arc Musaimans and half 
Rodeos., 'We have commenoed h sobool; 
hut ns a report had previously been diroulat- 
ed, that ws were going to make Christians of 
them, they are rhtner shy in joining it. Wo 
are not discouraged, however, for we know 
that if we persevere the Gospel will not be 
ineifectoal. We need the prayers of all Chrify 
tians .—Calcutta Christian Observer. 


RESUMPTION OPERATIONS. 


Wc published on Wednesday, from the 'En~ 
ffUskman, a report'* of a proceeding before 
tlic Sudder Board, a report thqreon, and final 
decision by the Governor of Bengal, on tlie 
petition of the Rajah Gourbulluh againt the 
aiisessmcnt of certain innuaas sitnate hi the 
di.strictof Baeiiihoom. it appears, that the 
lands have been held fie'e since the year 1763 * 
two years previous to the Company’^ aceession 
to the Dewanny ; that is to s i.y, that tl (f lands 
liave lieen held for a. period*of seventg one 
years rent-free, and by the decision of the. 
Governor of Bengal on the petition*df the Raja 
Gourbdllub, thatpqssessipn oT71 yistirs is now 
disturbed, and the lands are ',tq pay half the 
assessment at which a,ro,rated itib other lands 
of the samepergunnah, which the Government 
liad previously reduced ipto possession, and 
this decision is, a concernoa on the part of 
Government in oottsideration of th'eTi years’ 
possession rent-free of 'the Iknd by the pre¬ 
sent possessor and his anoestors i ft moat be 


magnanimous. >ve,a!ru|tbtqfeourM 
to dispute the Eng^iitlit^flinilim. ^tidwr tfagt 
tnellum tempiu oeeurrit we 

were not awaye that same .euyilijirjeiurLvi' 
lege extended to the Gbydrnn^'f- of Bei^aU 


according to the admitted facta appearing ou 
the report, which we have taken as.ouytext, 
the Government had interposed its envn lawn 
to prevent its own recovery of its alleged right 
of assessment in the instance in question. 

Now, as to this point, viz. that the GovdI-ii* 
ment has interposed its own law, the .Kegala> 
tioA XIX. of 4793, to prevent its interfering 
wnh the lands in question. ■ ^ 

: By Section 2, of the above cited Regqiatfon, 
it is enacted, “ that all grants fUr holding land 
exempt from the paymsnt of public revtinae, 
made previous to August, l765, the date of the 
accession to'the Dewanny, by whayver auUiO- 
rity,.and whether by a writing Jlr wirndbr « 
writing, sliali be deemed valid, provided the 
grantee actu^Uy and obtained posses- 

sion of tiie land so granted previotfS 'to tfie 
date above mentioned, and that the land shmli 
not, have heeri subsequentlii re)i.deredeu1^eet to the 
payfetentoif Revenue bn ilu oMeite or ord^s rf 


aXC that the concession is AearaS, 'GSvsmmeui." Ifow. withoulgbinganyfiitthef, 
magnanimous. We,erft j»btdfeourse inoUned. 


Supposingv uv«^s^y,a„ 
'hare is pleased to lay / 


,th|) 

iwn.tifiey 


me 


operates as no fior. agaibiH^pm .Boferain^ 
provided they^ian a|aaf timpettaMinb aloag 
dprmanft right; yet, it dppeirs to that 

* Sw.3id puiBitbacspoitit-^Ee, 


Regulation.is, deoisjve plT’th# whole question. 

It IsJaid down inthe preamble of Regula¬ 
tion XlXi 1793,.that grants tObde prior to tlio 
date of the Dmeating, spadgsded the grantees 
bad-itbtaiaed posselMion, should behcl^ valid 
46 the extent ef^inhsatioos of the grantor, 
ie ^ asoeMainedmi^m from the writings b^ . 
irMcb thf granttivete made, or from then 
*nd dtHKHnittaiion. Now, in the present 
tmnsumo, ,Uiefra«d^ of tong posscftwoim^sii^od 
bp^lOdaral.bBd dodumentary eyidoppe, 66^ 
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that wniAdni^ted bjr the Coinwiesioner before 
whom the cite was tried, to be uuiifaelqty 


It appeared, moreover, that the grant was, generous. It cannot in the instance before ns 
orlgiaaHy a grant absolate by the Bemiji4ar, afford tobejnst. The magnanimous prorision 

J. a a I_MaoA lanrt <a *a Awfmat'4 Mneao a* - 


for e^er wrested frotn flie grasp of the Colleo> 
tor. The Government cannot- afford to be 


and that the grantee had a perfect power of 
** alienation, so that, a mording to the principle 
laid down by Government in the Begulation 
we havi^ited for its guidance as to the inten¬ 
tion of the grantor, it is quite clear, that there 
was no pretence left to it, savetbe irregolarity 
on the point of Regislratioo for the resiliap- 
tion of these lands as lakhiraj. Jt is admitted 
that the grantee obtained possessioh under his 
grant, and held and still holds such posses¬ 
sion, and that the land has not been snbse- 
qnently held subject to the payment of revenue 
by the oRioers or orders of Government. It 
appears, moreover, by the report, Uiat the lands 
in question had been registered, although not 
nnder the provisions of Begnlation 19 of 170.1, 
and that eonseqncntly the spirit of the pro¬ 
visions of that Regulation had been complied 
with ; the object of the Begnlation being to 
ascertain what lands had been alienated, grant¬ 
ed away and exempted from revenue by the 
old Zemindars. The grant in question liad 
been registered previously to the Regulation 
ori793, in the Baaee Zemin Dufter, and the 
Collector was, therefore, or oi^ht to have 
been, in possessiotf of all requisite knowledge 
respecting this particular property, with which 
it was necessary he should for the purposes of 
revenue, have been acquainted. It is admit¬ 
ted apparently by tbereport, and certainly hy 
the Regulation of 1793, that length of posses¬ 
sion is entitled to consideration ; in the pre¬ 
sent instance the admitted length of possession 
is abonfthree-qiiqrters of a century, the ques¬ 
tion of the forged or suspicions doonment or 
ntnntid, is a matter first of all on which the 
Jafige, Mr. Taylor, and the 2nd member of 
the Sadder, Mr. Wilberforcb! Dnm, appear to 
waiertain opinions dilTerinj; in toto from thoLse 
held by the Commissioner, and the senitr 
*inember, Mr. Taylor, holds the instrumen). 
good, and Mr. Bird shews clearly that the 
reasons assigned by the Commissioner for re¬ 
jecting the doenment are not worth a rush. 
The presumption is, that the senior member 
took die Cianmiasibnef’s rep^t as his ground 
for considering the document bad, so that for 
any thing that appears to the contrary the 
doonment may be a good document. • But then, 
again, if Ube suspicions, tlie present rightful 
owner and occupier of the lands in question, 
4 be BUiah Gourballnb, is not answerable for 
it, for it was not produced by him neither did 
iteome out of his custody; what then, \et us 
ask, isthegroun^i upon whieh this possession 
of seventy-one years unquestioned, is upset ? 

■ Vhe only one, tj^ question of want of registra¬ 
tion -nm^the provisions of the Regpslation of] 
to be that of Col)eotor-oompebi| 
Hng’nKpodteicy. The great state reason (bttj 
ji i s a n n'Btet) the getting in of JZsmsuus, 
dstfwtoa hecassery. - . 

’ Jf^qnibble^hT uNint of registratiffn, ac- 
eijirdihg to thO‘i«ttor of the act,%erf given upj 


of Section 26 of the Regulation of 1793, is a 
mere. dead, letter. The Governor of Bengal 
will not assume the discretionary power vested 
in the ^Governor-General in Council by Sec¬ 
tion 26, and in a ease which, if ever case thero 
was, calls imperatively for his interference,.he 
refuses to admit the grant of these lands upon 
the Register*^fter the .expiration of the' pre¬ 
scribed time for registering. 

If (he facta detailed in the report of this 
matter are not snflicient to constitute to the 
satisfaetion of Government, a good and suffi¬ 
cient cause for the non-registry of the gram 
P]|[rsuant to the terms of the Regnlation, in 
yam may we hope ever to shew ancli good and , 
sufficient cause fnr omitting to legister ; and, 
as we have already observed, the latter part 
of Section 26, of Regulation XIX. of 1793, 
must bo taken to be a de.id letter. The case 
Is one of extreme hardship, and (hat is admit¬ 
ted by GovernwenI, hut they cannot consent 
to waive the technical point in their favor, 
(the non-registry) and so making a hunderhust 
with their cnnsoience and their intcre.st, they 
decree the land to be subject to a half assess¬ 
ment. This order of itself shews tliat the Go- 
vernnA'ent does not admire its owneandiict in 
the matter, and, ns it appears to u.s, (ho deei- 
sion is erroneous. At present the lands in 
question are assessed under paragraph 2 of 
Section 8 of the Regitlation of 93 ; that regu¬ 
lation relates to lauds aliconted siiliseqiiciit- 
ly la tlie dale of the neees.sion to the Dewanny 
which are defacto invalid unless eonfiinicd hy 
Government—see Section 3rd of the Regola- 
tion. Such is not the fact in (he ease hefotc 
us. Tlie lands in question are hionstht into 
the Collector's office, on the teehnienl grniiinl 
of want of Registration; they me, thcrefoie, 
if liabte at all, liable to the whole assessment 
and not to half. The easels not apparently 
considered a fit case for the exercise of the 
diseretionarg power of remittance of revenue, 
and whv, therefore, deprive the executive of 
the additional amount of territarial revenue 
arising from the five villages, by this merciful 
piece of legislation ? Either the case is one of 
extreme hardship, and then the whole assess¬ 
ment should be remitted, or it is a ease which 
presents no hardship at ail,.and then the whole 
should be levied.—iRttritami, Way 20 . 

''■Webavanow before us a oironlar of the 
Sudder Board of Revenue' eommnnieating to 
their suhordiURtes the folloyring order! of Go- 
vpriifflent!— 

To F.J.HauiDAT^Esa. 

' Saefttta^ io ihiSud4^ Revenue. , 

4 ^?lSli»,-£pTbo Bight Hoo’blo (ho 6o- 
(snrnor w. B«nga4«onsideri itto be 
very desirable .that the several Speoial Deputy 
Coileolera^ouiif eonfiae their operations, ih 


Iho othw tanda aii^lwrJy -aitoatedi wosM Iw the limuiiBaiia«i .hillteiByeaMgatioa oS toauras 
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claimed as rent-free, and to large and valuable 
tracts of unquestionably recent alluvial for¬ 
mation. 

f 

2. His Lordship is very anxious that no an« 
necessary alarm should be given to the land¬ 
holders, by the insiiuition of suits, on insufli- 
cient grounds, to establish the liability to 
assessment of lands, attached to periuanenlly 
settled luehala, but alleged to be ** towfeer,'’ 
except where ,the permanent settlement was 
funned on a detailed and recoiuled- tneasuro- 
niont, as in Chittagong or Syiiiet, or where, 
as in the districts bordering upon the Sun- 
derbiins, or upon the forrests which skirt the 
valley of the Ganges both on the east and 
west, there existed at .the date of that ar- 
ran^einciit very extensive wastes, certaini.> 
nut iiioiiided within the limits of any estate, 
and of which the boundaries, in rel.atioH to The 
cultivated lands adjacent, were pretty accu¬ 
rately kiiown, it must always be n matter of 
extreme dilhciilty to urge such claims, with 
out, at the same time, whether the attempt be 
eventually successful or otherwise, alfurdiug 
plauside grounds for the allegation that the 
ofltcers' of Government are disposed to break 
the faith of the permanent settlement. 

3. For these reasons, the Governor requests 
that the Uoar^l will issue general Instructions 
to the Speoial Uepnly Collectors, to defer al! 
investigatinns regarding alleged lawfeer lands, 
until liioy shall have disposed of all the iakhi- 
raj oases on their respective files. They 
.should also be directed to reelve with gicat 
caution all information tendered by informers, 
and caici'ully to abstain from giving such 
eiicnuragciiiciit to that class of persons as 
might enable them to impose upon and plun¬ 
der the |)eo|)le. 

4. These restrictive orders are not intended 
to apply to lands in the 24-Pergnnnalis, Jes 
sore, or ilackergungc, reclaimed from the 
Suiiderbun jungles since tiio date of the per- 
luanenl settlement; nor, of course, to Chitta¬ 
gong or Syiiiet. And as regards tiacts, really 
loiifeer, existing in other qartexs, as is un> 
derstiMid to he tire case, for example, with 
respect to some of the pufgunnalis of Tirhoot, 
tile Sudder Board are authorized, on being sa¬ 
tisfied by the special Deputy Colfeotors’ re- 
IKirt, through the Commissioner, that a strong 
“ prima facie’ ease exists to warrant proceed¬ 
ings, to grant permission to the former oIBoer 
to instit.ute a suiton behalf of Government to 
investigate the point.of liability to assessment. 

_ I am, k 9 . ' \ * * 

(Signed) Reas O. IfsNOLaw, .. 

Seejf, ta ihe fSbpt. of Btnagal. 
Fort TTifliom, the 3d Jlfey, 1937. . . 

To understand propmly the merits , of the 
above instructions, w^hould go baolt to the 
celebrated Regnlatibil H. ol 1819, irhioh diei 
ooversthe same policy as »at qh whioh iilie 
letter now before us appeal to be hasedl. fn 
the.firstolanse of Section III! of that Rigdla* 
tion all reat-free-holdera ia Rengili Shhary and 


Orissa, whose possessions do not extend bw 
yond one hundred beegabs, and iti Benarae 
beyond fifty beegsdis^ ’ are exempted from tho 
resumption ordered in that Regulation. It 
shbdid be recollected that holders of rent-free 
lands below one hundred beegahs, are far more 
numerous than, those whose rent-free posses¬ 
sions are of greater extent. A distioti^ between 
these classes therefore answered tw^nds :,tbe 
first, of preventing the majoiity of rent-free 
holders from raising clamour against Govern¬ 
ment ; and, secondly, of resuming only such 
lands as by ibeir great extent were of consi¬ 
derable value. This measure answered ano¬ 
ther purpose. The smaller rent-free parcels 
which the Government gave up, were made 
liable, in case of invalid title, to resuption 
by the zemindar, within whose estate they 
happened to he located. By this the zemin¬ 
dars obtained a means of increasing their re¬ 
venues, and felt the benefit which the resump¬ 
tion regulation thereby conferred on them,. 
Tims not only were all those rent-free-holders, 
who had parcels of land measuring less in ex¬ 
tent than one hundred beegahs, debarred from 
coinplaitiing against Government, and placed 
at variance with the zemindars ; but even a 
great many inflneutial zemindars who bad lost 
their rent-free lands .by the operations of this 
regulation, were 8ilenced*into acquiescence 
to its provisions, by thus being compensated 
partially or totally for their losses. The num¬ 
ber then left of the aggrieved party who had 
influence enough to complain, was really very 
small, and owing to the natural timidity and 
apathy of the people of this country, even 
these did not raise their voice against the se- 
suniption regulaiions. No measure could have . 
boon better contrived to edrry on the odious 
operatieus ofthis regulation, than suoh a sepa¬ 
ration in the interests of the rent-free holders, 
and its complete sucoess shews the masterly 
hqnd of Holt Mackenzie, which wove this net. 
fbr the poor, ignorant natives. 

The exquisite model of policy aflTorded by this 
regulation has ever since been adopted oo 
every similar occasion. The people of this 
country, like infants, have exer since been 
made to swallow the most noxious droughts 
under the deoeptious appearaniz^ of a little 
sweet spread on the surface of the hitter cup. 
The first resumption regulation provided that 
the fiscal ofiloors bad only to search out the 
resumable lands and .sue for them before the 
ordinary Courts of Justice, and appeals were 
admittra even so far as the King in Couneit, 
40 th% same manner as; in other cases. But 
some years after, when a fi^pportnnity pre¬ 
sented itself, another regutation was passed 
directing that the fiscal oiiiows were not only 
to search out these lands, bolt.also to sit in 
judgement over the claims they bad them¬ 
selves setup, and the aggrieved party had aa 
appeal only lo a special Court, and debarred' 

from the advantage of having his rights tried 
by tlfs ordinary Courts of'Justice. It was not 
oonsHcred prudent sd once to alarm ttie- land 
holders by carrying on the resumptitm opersiv 
fiotu’eAoliuitelf'ttrottgh fisoai and fpeoiid 
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raedia^ jun^ therefore .these operatioBt wereat 
first sahjej$:te(|. to the inquiry of the ordinary 
ChmTts,. In time, however, when the peofiio 
had.siM>JDitted to that one degree of oner«aob<: 
9h«tltOO their rights, aaotber was made,^'ftad 
g^tr e'omplaints against Oovernnaent trans* 
letred to fiscal and special Coi|rts, iH' direot 
vlqlatioiyof the solemn pledge given to,<the 
Jand-holSters in the preamble of Reg, 41. of 
1783, quoted below. 

The orders now before us appear to he Wh- 
bd on this cautious policy. The j>epi|ty Col¬ 
lectors are warned not to alarm t^ho, people by 

f 'lobncing upon their property with, the bold, 
ndiscriminate bound of the lion, apd'direcled 
to proceed in their work with that caution 
which is the ohataoteristic of the IncUan tiger 
who steals upon his prey, from the atnhush, 
without giving any previons alarm, Thq, De¬ 
puty Colleotor is also told not to interfere 
just now with the towfeer lands belonging to 
the zemindars of the provinces were the per¬ 
manent settlement was conctnded without 
measurement The great body of these ze¬ 
mindars possess such lands andare sufficient¬ 
ly infl nential to distrub the current of rC-sump- 
tion operations. They must not therefore be 
aiarmedjust now. Their interest must for the 

present be separated from that of the rent free 
holders. The enemy in a collective mass 
seem to oppose too formidable a phalanx ; 
the tactics of Mackenzian warfare point out 
the policy of causing a separation among them. 
Let not therefore the most powerful of the 
enemy be distrubed for the present ; let the 
weaker portion, the poor rent-free holders, 
first fall'by the astc bf the resuming officer. 
A time will come when the,se haring been 
mowed down, the work of subduing tife others 
wi5 become comparatively easy : policy so 
deep as tbi.s, reflects, no doubt, the highest 
credit on the ddvlsors of Cfavernmcnt in thnue 
.matters ; but where is'the heart that feels fdr 
the poor native, sulTering a alow decay undei; 
the fascination ofs'nch intricate policy. Which, 
whilst it bears the mark Of justice, gua'ws 
upon the very vitals ofthe people ? ’; 

The apptlrentobject*ofth«.ahovo order is to 
prevent aiaMn among the zemindars ; but how 
can this dbject be againod if it is intimated in 
the very order that their posse-ssions -wiit at a 
future period be disturbed f It is far better 
at Once to deprive them of what the Govern¬ 
ment want, than make them to pass Several 
years' under the painful apprehension' of an 
izspending danger. To understand' proper^ 
the merits of tbistfluastinn let the reader pe¬ 
ruse attentively the following preamble -of 
Sejm^alion II Af 1793: 

In the British territories in Bengal, the greats 
ar. of. the materials reqniered for t^e 
npsWUWnp and valuable manufaoturei, -and 
of the other principal-artioieoof export, 
iM the prodneO'Of the lands. It foHosrs^Abat 
«e ooiqmeroe and oonseqaentty tho wealth of, 
pseoouotry, must’iaecease In proportion' to ] 
ibn extension ofits ngcioaltiire. 


for ecj/nmereial purposes alope, that the en* 
eoorgement of agrieulture is essential, to the 
welfare of these provinces. The Hindoos, who 
form the body of the people, are compelled by 
.tbedietUteis of religion to depend solely upon 
the produce of the lands for subsistence ; and 
the generality of sooh ofi^he lower orders of 
the natives as a're not of that persuasion, are, 
from hxbit or neoessity, in a similar predica¬ 
ment. The extensive'failure .or desirtioiion of 
' the crops, that - oeeaslonaMy arises from 
[drought or'inandption, is in oenseqnence in¬ 
variably followed- by famine, the ravages of 
! whiuh are felt ohiefly by the eiiliivators of the 
soil, and the manu/aotii-rers, fiom whose labours 
the country derives both its subatstence and 
wealth. Experience having•vinced that ade¬ 
quate supplies of grain are uot obtainable 
frqm Abroad in seasons of.searoity. the country 
must necessarily oontinue subject to these 
oalamities, nniil the proprietors and cultiva¬ 
tors of the iand.s shall have the iiieans of in¬ 
creasing the number ol the reservoirs, em¬ 
bankments, and otherartifioiai works, ity whieh, 
to a great degree, the iintian'ly er-ssalion of 
the periodical lains may he provided againsr, 
and the lands protected from iiiiiiiilalion; 
and as a ncce-sary oon.sequeneo tlie stock of 
grain ill the onntry at large, shall always be 
sufficient to supply those .occasional hut less 
extensive deficiencies in the annual pioduce, 
which*may be experted to occur nolwitb-^taiid- 
ing the adoption of the above precautions to 
obviate them. To elTuct these iinpiovements 
in airriouliure, Which must necessarily be fol¬ 
lowed by the iwtsroase of every article of pro¬ 
duce, has accordingly been one of the primary 
objects to which the attention of the British 
administration lias been ilirected in its ar¬ 
rangements for the internal Government of 
these ijiroviiiccs. A.s being the two Cuiida- 
inental measures essential to the altaininent 
of it, the property in the soil has been declar¬ 
ed to be vested in the landholders, and the 
reveniK; payable to Govenimuiit from each 
estate has hcei^fixed forever. These measures 
have at once rendered it the interest of the 
proprietors to improve their estates, and given 
them the means of-raising the funds viece-- 
sary for that purpo.se. The property in the 
soil was never before formally declared to he 
vested in the lantlliolders, nor- wore they al¬ 
lowed totransfer sooh rights as they did pos¬ 
sess, or raise money n on th.e credit of th'eir 
tenures, vVitbout the previous sanction of 
Gktvernqaent. With respect'to the public de¬ 
mand open each estate, H was Jiablo to annual 
•iri. frequent variation at the discretion of Go¬ 
vernment, The aimnint nf it was fixed upon an 
estimate formed by the-‘public officers of the 
aggregate of the rents payable by the ryott or 
tenants for each ietffia of land in eoltivation, 
of which, after' tfefinetiag the expenses of ool- 
leotion, ten-eleventhe were asaaliy consider¬ 
ed as the right of the jfiiblio, and Abe retnaio- 
-der, the-phafe of .the lalidhoilder. Refusal to 
pay Ane sum required of him, was followed by 
his removal from the management-of his lands, 
and the pablie dtlea.wereeitbef let in farip or 
eoUeoted ny lui offloer of Govorameotjnad the 
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‘ abovementionod share of the landholdhr, or 
such saiii as special .custom^ or the orders of 


and collect the'‘pabiio'dues, siil^ent (o ‘'i| 
personal proseciitibifr' for every exaoiiuti ex 

*1.^ -j_. ■ *' 


Government might have fixed, was piud to him I ceeding the afoount‘ which they are aiitlio* 
,• *. . ^ized to demand bd hehalf of the puhlie, and 

for' e*verj deviation frdni the regulhtiuiis pre> 
scribed for the coUeclion’ of ui No power' 
will then exist In the eonhtry by whibh" the 
rights vested in' the landholders bj^ie rtjfB- 
iaiions can he Infringed, or the value oflt^ndbd 
property airected. Laiid inusl in conseqiteneo 
becdnie the most desiralile of all properly; add 
the industry of the people will be' diteciod tq 
those iinprovbmedts ill ngriculture which are 
as essential to their own welfare Xs to Uie 
prosperity' of the siaitb. 


by the farmer, or from the public treasury 
When the exleiition of ouUivation was pro-* 
diictive only of a heavierjissessment, and evbo 
the possession of tho<property was uncertain, 
the heradiiary land holder had little' induce¬ 
ment to improve his estate ; and montbd men 
had no oiiooiirgeraent to embark their capHal 
in the purchase or im|Kovement of land, whilst 
not only the profit, but the seearity for the 
eapital itself was so precarious. The same 
causes therefore, which prevented’theimpfove-. 
ment of land, depreciated its valae. Further 
measures, however, are essential to the attain¬ 
ment of the important abject above-stated. 411 
questions between Government and; the land- 
Iiulders respecting the assessment and cdllpe 
tion of the public revenues, and dbiputed 
claims between the latter and their ryiits,or 
other persons concerned in the collection of 
their rents, have hitherto been cognizable in 
the eoiirls of ntaaladawlnt, or revenue courts 
Tiie Col lectors of Iho revenue preside in these 
CourLs iis Judges and an appeal lies from their 
decisions to the Board of Uevenne, and from^ 
the decrees of that Board, to the Governor-Ge¬ 
neral ill Guuncil in the department of revenue. 
The proprietors can never consider the privilege 
which have been conferred upon Ibein is 
secure, whilst the revenue offioers are‘vested 
with these judicial powers. Exclusive of the 
objeotioiis aii.sing to these Courts from their 
irregular, summary, and often ex parte pro¬ 
ceedings, and from the Collectors being oblig¬ 
ed to suspend the exercise of their jndicial 
functions, whenever they inlerfare with their 
financial duties, it is obvious that if the regu¬ 
lations for assessing and cnlloeting the publio 
revenue are infringed, the revenueaoflieeis 
themselves must bo the aggressors, and that 
individuals who have been wronged by them 
in one capacity, can never hope |o obtain re¬ 
dress from them in another. Their finaqemi 
occupations cquallv disquajyify them'for ad¬ 
ministering the law.s between the proprietors of 
land and their tenants. Other security there 
fore must be given to landed property, and to 
the rights attaohed to it,' before the desired 
improvements in agriculture can be expected 
to be efieoted. Geveriiment must divest itself 
of the power of infringing, in its exeontive 
capacity, the rights and privileges, which, as 
exercising the iegis.latiye authority, it has coni' 
ferred on the ^lapdbol^ers. The reVenpe 
nfficers must be deprived ,o.f. theiy judicial 


Now let the spirit of the above declarations 
made some forty, yearsaget-bedply considered, 
andg^hon letit'be compared with that of the 
order now pasvsed. It is ,Hot clear that wlirlst 
the former affords every pledge for these 
ty of properly and of its value, the latter places' 
them in the •must precaiious and iincertaia 
state What can more effectually depreciate 
the value of estates than such a threat as i.s held 
out against them, of resuming portions which 
are not to be known for years to ouine ? 

These are the gr1evance%of which the zpiniu- 
dars have just reason to complain, but wiiich ' 
we see no feasible way of remedying.— Refor¬ 
mer, May 38. 


We have copied from the Reformer somowe« 
marks on the letter of Mr. SeereiarjpMaNOLlss 
to the Sadder Board of ,lfevenae, regarding 
the manner of coiiduoling resumption operali- 
OII.S, which appeared iiO the. laiia Gazette of 
the 23(1 inst. under the head of lievenue Board 
qjrciilars. The Riformer, it will be observed, 
considers this letter gif Mr. Mangles as an 
instance of that cautious policy which 
Government have always adopted in carrying 
on the resumption operation^ and by referring 
to Regulation 11 , of 18111 points oat that both 
these Regalatt(>n.s have been conceived in the 
same spirit. We do not dispute this. Qn the 
contrary,' we find that a singwlar' anecdote 
which; not long ago, was related to us by a Sikh 
Sirdar from Sohamt confirms , this view of the 
subject. Before the petty ,Rajahs qnd Chiefs, 
occupying, the tract of couptrj wliicb lies 
between the ’ Jumna iuid 'the Indus, had 
placed tiiemsei ves under the protection of the 


powers. All fi^oaticial blaitosaf tbe iinUMJ^ri.Bah Gpvernmept, JRcnjit ike ruler 

_I J!_A-J ^ it. ^ _I - it _i a. _■ *1.^ i ‘A a_ 1 — .a _ it. _ •„ 


whendisputed under fhe regnlatbiQiii.panst be 
subjected to the coguiu^snee of Uf judi 
catnre, superintended byJnd|^P|[ilL frUra 
official sitnations, and fibe' nli«ai^..-Of’iheir 
trusts, shall-not enly be Wfablf/>'au|ittbr^stbd 
la the result of their deoislont’, 
decide impartially befween the pabJIibuid tilb’ 
proprietors of lanti,^ qndJalscrb^eun. |%e 
latter and their tenants.' 'Ain coiMetnrifaT'^ji', 
revenue must not only Irti di vested Of 
‘er.ofdeotdingapon their owli aots,tf«t pavutgr^ .deeiared tbat.uotbiiig bot tbo 

Amenable for them to the l^rtt of jttdliMi^oit«id«l^#|»Jb|»jA-«oald tave tbeik eounny. 


of the .Pwjab,'tlii)sreato>^.,to invad.e tiieir 
eonatry. ,'rhe alarm, omiatiqnefl by the threat 
of so powerful a ,Cbiyf,,,c^8ed them to set 
aside their petty.qtiart;^!;^'and,meet atPatial- 
lui'one of tbe.largest towjps ib the country, to 
consdlt on the .best miqdo of protection against 
the nortberu'etpria sfMeb thereatepd destrno- 
tion to their.^aaoilfil^s..Some were for mak- 
nnited re^tauoe, whilst others, cou- 
leione .the . overwhelming snpegiority of 
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The whole assembly at last came to the 
c<>noiiisJ(»h, that the only alternative left for 
them Wft* anboiission to either one of thSse 
two powerful neighbours, and the Raja of Pa- 
tiaia, the most respeetahle amoofT tliem, Stfus 
declared his seiitiiiienta in his figurative orien¬ 
tal style. “ Brethren, your difiieulties haye 
brought you to the necessity of submUtin^ to 
the yoke of either RuNJtT SiNO or the Rnglisb. 
The former is like the cholera, patting an end 
to the life of the patient in an instant, whilst 
the latter may be justly eompared to the hec¬ 
tic fever of oonsoniption, destroying its sub* 
ject by degrees. Die, brethren, we must; but 
existence is so dear to man, that if we can 
linger on for a wliile,we wonid rather do that, 
tlian allow ourselves to be cut off at once. Let 
us, therefore, submit to the English, aud pro¬ 
tect ourselves against (he speedy desolation 
of Riinjit’s sword.” This terini lated theide-; 
bale, and the Sikh chiefs, adopting the advice 


'of the rajah of Patiala, have since that period 
been under the protection of the Ariiisb 
Government. ' 

r • 

• The opinion of the Riyah of Patiala and 
that of the-Editoroftbe ftv/oroirf, do not ap¬ 
pear to us to differ in the*ieast, as resimcts the 
character of the British Indian OovernniRnt; 
a circumstance which goes a good way to con¬ 
firm tlie impression that necessity and not free 
choice is the cord which binds the natives to 
our interests.* How far such a state of Feel¬ 
ing among the native population U favonr- 
ablo to the stability of oUr empire, and'huw 
far, tinder suoh circumstances, it is prudent 
to excite feelingi of discontent, by harassing 
them witii the resumption operations and other 
eneroaohmonts on the comforts whioli they 
ha^e been in the habit of enjoying for geneia- 
tioQS, we leave those at the head of pubiio 
affairs to determine.—f/uritacM, 29. 
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of— 

A'Memoiron the Navigation of the Indns. I 

A list of manufactures, Is^me and foreign, 
found in the bazar of Tptta, of all which a set. 
«f specimens has been sent to Calcutta by Cap¬ 
tain Burnes. 

A report on the Commerce of Tatta and 
Sinde, prepared after ten days’ residence in 
that city. 

A paper on-the Commerce ol Hydrabad and 
the lower Indus. 

A list of the merchantable articles of home 
and foreign manufaeture found in lowet 
Sinde. Of these it is intended also to forward 
specimens. 

Other reports, we anderBtaitd,.bhve sintflfT 
lieen received from this indefatigable agent, j 
Vb ftfM fc researobbs are completed, we trust! 
thanpMkrs will Ue printed in a eollected form 
. Lmplraeral information,'more pgrtioolarljr 
f dliiliiof llip'raaycantile oontmanity, to whop the 
Hirious dpUts'^ey contain williha of ilipjob 
^Interest, a#il'tttay‘possibly afford of 

^^mbinlng aMr«(f’'pt^eotB of frp^e,*’aii,wti|lj|is 
, a caution in avmd ipecalatiVO exn^il^ 

| fo(tndeilmnly upon ronsrat notinliii, fn tbb'aib- 
F feoM Of iD<^ dhtt» novlut|s^ 


It seems that the first settlement in .Sinde, 
was made in the year 17.5S, as the demand for 
woollem and other gituds in the countries tra¬ 
versed by the Indus hobi out great enoourage- 
ment. This factory was withdrawn in the year 
177.'> under instructions fruiii the authorities in 
Englan6‘, because of differences with the Go¬ 
vernment of Miik'jy, and, as the dispatch says, 
as we have before experienced some instances 
of the arbitraVy disposition of the Princ^.’ In 
1799 such, however, were the inducements, 
from the tendency of trade to run in the chan¬ 
nel of the Indus, that the East India Company 
sought to renew their conimerolal connection 
with Sinde, and Mr. N. Crow, who was deput¬ 
ed for that purpose, reitored the factory at 
TaUd, and procured permission of the Govern¬ 
ment to fix his residence either in that city or 
at the port of Cur acbee.” 

The jealbdty of the native merchants, howe* 
Vj^r, indued the Sindian-Go^rnmentin tliefol- 
.Ipwing year, first to order Mr. Crow to witb- 
:ataw fromCuracl^te.Tatta, and a few months 
afterwaids to abandoo the factory altogether; 
and it was not tOl 1839. that the Briti8ii..aatho- 
Hties Qama,f<>^ i^odhrstanding .with the Sin¬ 
dian. Aineeratp ra-estabiisb'our oommeroial re¬ 
lations wi|b lApcountcy and to put them on a 
footing pf. stabilitja Captain Barnes mentions 
to. i^e frequent abangef 


Wc have had the opporlnnity of perusing i them. In the first paper we hare named, 
some valuable reports reoeitiy received by thejCapt. Burnes has given a sketch of tlie lirilisli 
Bengal Government from Captain Burnes,' coininercial intercourse wilii Sinde, frouiUic 
“ on the Trade of the countries bordering ourecords existing at Bombay. 
the*Indu^" eopiesof which have been furnished 
to the Chamber of ■'Commerce. They consist 
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of the site of the navi^nhle entranoe Ho the 
Indua, whioh had rendered it necessary ti> 
shift the pnit of debarnation fipni time t(k 
time—from Anrunpa-bunder, where the Bri¬ 
tish first disembarked their goods, tuSbah* 
builder 20 miles west of the former to 
Ciiracliee in Crow's*time, and of iato years to 
Vikhnr. But on all matterii rclativ^oto the 
navigation of the river, we would refer the 
reader to a more el a boratt^ treatise by Lieut. 
Carluss, from his own observations and those 
of Lieut. Wood, which has lately been prin¬ 
ted at Bombay. Captain Barnes compares the 
Indus with, the Nile, but shews that, in spite 
of all the difficulties of its entrance, its com- 
munications with the seahy land cairlnge and 
otherwise are .shorter and better for tratlio 
than those of llie Egyptian river. The city 
of Talta, he ohscrve.s, wps at on* ^imevthe 
omporiurn of a vast commerce. “We read of 
the thousands of weavers who converted the 
raw materials of foreign countries into rich 
and costly fabrics ; of the waro-honses in 
which the goods were housed an«l the canals 
by which they were transported to and from 
the Indus: biitthr traces of such things alone 
remain. An exten ive cemetry, adorned by 
some ebaste tombs, serves to inform the stran¬ 
ger of the past opulence of Tatta : the piipii- 
laiioii has dwindled below l^MK) souls ; many 
bouses are marked by inouiras of ruii^; many 
ate oniiibabited, but in tlio rest we yet find 
the people occupied with the same o|)cr)ttions 
that engaged tlieir forefalbers. 7’Ar Utongfes 
and cottons'are still mannfneturcd,” &c. Tlie 
Ittongee, of wliicli there are 21 kinds, is slated 
to be a mixed fabric of silk and cotton : 
21 ilescriptions of other fabrics of the place 
were also found there by Captain fiurnes in Ja- 
niiiiry last, the following being his estimate of 
the present trade of Tatta :— • 


HOME MSN'UFACTL'RISS. 

Lonngeet, jOAtly value,.Rs. 

Soogeet, .-.„ 

Our bees . „ 

Musroo . „ 

Other oluUis,.... „ 


•2,15,000 

1,80,000'] 

10,000 

7,000 

2,000 


Rs. 4,14,000 


FOREIGN MANDFACTORES. 

British Cottons stamped in Tatta 

and retailed there. 

Foreign goods, chiefly British, 
eonsumedin Tatto,... 

* ' V Total Ra» 


18^000 
12,000 
4,45,000 

Of the trade of Hyderabad, he PbaerYOs that 
some notion of its extent may be formed from 
the revenno yielded by the fanninf aystem. 
“ The duties at Hyderabad of exp^, import 
and every desoriptieif (Opinm except) are 
now farmed aiipaally for one laMi add twenty- 
five thonsand rnpees Kora? whioh aro ab^t 
25 percent, lower in value than (die oarreht 
'rniree of India'',...“ I estimate^ that on all 
•ides the imports into Hyden^nad' hy these 


varions channels, amount to more than four 
lakhs of rupees per annum,”—uf whieji sum 
more tlian'a third copiiists of British cottons. 
l^e,witt.cODclOde wUh the following extract: 

^ “ The great Variety of cloths at Vikknr ex¬ 
cites attention, not from Ilia quality orqiianii- 
ty of the articles but the many n^ces from 
whence they oome. It was hardly to l»c ex¬ 
pected that, in a small bazar at the month of 
ihoslndus, there should l o cloths from Main- 
bar, Cutch, Palee, Jaysiilroeor, Upper Siiide 
and Britain t a closer watching of the caprices 
of the people and of the paiterns and discrip- 
liona of oloth which they require, would no 
doubt prove advantageous. The' late invest¬ 
ments brought by the Bombay merulianis, 
yielded, in several instances, a clear profit of 
12 per cent., on some things double, and the 
be^lproof of the success which has attended 
the speculation, is the estabiisliment of n ri¬ 
val hon.se, when there are already eight whole-, 
sale merelianls of cloth resident in llyderabad. 
The natives df Sinde do not as yet feel satis¬ 
fied that they are to enjoy the privileges of 
our treaties in oommun with foreign merchants, 
otherwise 1 have strong rcnson.s to believe 
that they would seek to keep the market in 
their own hands, and when it has made .some 
progre.s.s, thi.s 1 doubt noA, will be the situ¬ 
ation of the Indus trade .”—Calcutta Courier, 
June 20 


On a former occasion we brought to notice a 
report on the trade on the Indus by Ciipinin 
Bnrnes. ’ We have now before ns a reporj of 
equal merit and interest, sub'iiitter^by Lieu¬ 
tenant Mackoson, upon 4ho nature of the 
oommej^cial intercourse between Luodliiana. 
and the towns on the Sutb^, Ohara and Itplus. 
The report begins with a sketch of the state 
of things prior toa Lord William Bcntinck’g 
Iteaties with the Ameers of Sind; 

“ Prior to the treaties entered into by the 
British Government with the Rulers of Lahore 
and Bhawihur in 1832-33, the Rfyer Ohara 
and the Indus above Mitbankotdo not appear 
to have been much used as channels of com¬ 
merce. During the time, however, that the 
province of Dara Ghazi Khauif was held in 
farm by the Nawab of Bhawipur, a trade tri¬ 
fling in amount is known to have been carried 
on by merchants at Mithankot, which exten¬ 
ded to the Cities of Shikarpur and Dara Ghazi 
Khauu on the Indus, Shujabad and Multan 
W 4h<fChiaab, and Bhawipnr on the Ohara. 

io( produced in abundance and of superior 
Voslity in the neighbonrhqod of Jhnjha, and 
Khanpnr (towns on the leD bank of the Indus 
in the territory of Nawab ;Bbawlkhan) was 
exported to Shujabad ip the Papjab, and the 
returns were in eoarne .sa|ar (shakar) and 
molasses (gar) wbefrt from tlie Wnks of the 
Indus below: Dsrtt Ghazi Kfaan and indigo 
firom the^DonW of.Miiltan and from Kbaupuc 
wefh also seat to Sl^hrpnr. From the neigfa- 
bourhood of- Sbiltarpar Mahin i^phjthKti) 
alum (gogal), hdelliam, (gandhak) brha- 
stoae, (bakir, mflhi) an earth brought frina 
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Iiakknr, rri) atHiiNi!nTiR{|f almands and other 
dried fruits were hroaght to Bhirwipar. < 

The levied on the shove trade were 

epii^'ed'iits a g;»Hiit from the Nawab of BhaWl' 
(hO'Pfrs of JVIit'imnkot (Musfel)smn4j>i- 
rffUnl ■tefirber>)and farmed hv them'to wef- 
chitnts.'' TJ^cy themsHvesalso en|!a;i^ in tire 
tiade/and owins lo tbe respeot paM to tbofr 
reliirioDS eharaeter hy the ‘ rnde BelhOU 
tfibes inhabiting the banks Of-the Indus be'' 
tWe'en DarnDiiaui KbaonandShikarpnr^i^eais 
furnished with' pt^sports from tiibn were at- 
lu'wed to phsjr tvittiout molestation. The boats 
ertipltfye^i 1" il'* esniage of the trade, with the 
eaccption of a few belonging to the Pirs, were 
the property of boatmen residing at Mitlian* 
kot'tind Chnehram on the ftitlus, and were hir> 
ed by the voyage. .From HKhwIpUT tO'^i- 
karpur, n riisfance oriRO koss, the eliarg-OsIPas 
fl'rnii'ees per pot (load of 32 to 24 pkfcha 
mannd.s) ofhirana (groceries) and half that | 
sum for an equal quantity 'of' ^rain. Fromj 
Mithankotto Bhawlpiir, Shnjabad, hod Darai 
Ghaxi Kliaiin, disiances'of 60 koss,'the charge I 
was I rupee per pot, ur 22 mart'nds of grain, 
and the same fur half that qunrtlity’ of grooer* 
ies. The boatmen were supplied with rations 
by an agent of the merchants ivho accompanied 
the inerclianriizc HiS supercargo, as long as 
the voyage continued. 

s On the seizure of the Dara Ghazi Kliann 
provini'e by the Sikhs, (in IH81) the Pirs of 


to he auUivalcd in the vaoinl- 

4y of Ruium^ a (own Hiniies from Loodhfanii 
on the right Bank of the Sutlej, amd 4o have 
been hitherto conveyed % land on oamels By 
trie circuitous route of the lerts in tlie desert 
to Bitanrulpar and ^lih^rpoor, and also (o 
have-been seht across^iie river to Mooltan. ' 

. The cane is notenitivated to any ealont 
on the banks of the Sutlej or Oliara Irelow 
t«odiana. In ^he vicinity ol Muitan and'Shif- 
jabad it is more plentifaf, ahd though of a 
small kind yield.s a large qnantity ofsacharine 
matter, but a very coarse kind of sugar -nnfit 
for exportation, and nioiasscs, are ail that if 
prepared from It, and the duty on itiouiti* 
ration is heavy. At Shikarpoor, I am told the 
cultivation of the cade has only very recently 
heed in^odneed. Molasses (gut) is now pre¬ 
pared there, but of an inferior quality. Hitherto 
the communications by water have not been- 
siiliiciontly frequent or regular to h.Tve any 
material eifect on the trade by the land routes, 
the merchants, engaged in wliiph, from their 
longer e.stnlilisiied connexion, eaii more readi¬ 
ly supply any sudden demand in the market, 
and limit th^ir speculations when it is over¬ 
stocked. In the course of a few seasons more, 
however, it may be expected that they will be 
obliged either t^dopt the route by the rivers 
or allow thernsmes to be supplanted in the 
trade by themerehantsof Lodianali. The towns 
of Pirozpiu, Rnsur, Pakpaiton, Khnirpur, 


Mitliankot took refuge on the left bank of the I Bbawlpur,tJcli, Khnnpur,Shikarpoor, with tliu 

I conntry surrounding them, and even Hyder^ 


Indus, and Ui« trade ceased to be carried on. 
Th^ boatmen formerly employed in it how 


ahad, now supplied by a land route via Pali 


gain a sn^ily snhsifilenoa in'transpnrtijig groin! depend on ns for their 

and fire-wood up aitd-down the river. | supplies bo^ for consumption and exporta- 


^ fion , and difer an improving market iliefur- 
When the treaties alluded to gave lironiise j thcr our merchants prooeed.*' • ' 


of bli‘tier security and a stable and more equi¬ 
table-system of duties fixed rates, the 
tiOodhina rn«ro|iant.s, at thp suggestion of Gqpu 
\ain Wade, whom they afconipanied in his mis-* 
mon to Bhawalpore in lH:)2-t)3, made their 
first experiment, proceeding down the river as 
far as Shikarpour. Their next voyage exten¬ 
ded to Klianpoor below Mithenkolc; and in- 
the third, which is stated to have been their 
last adventure in 1835-36, sonp) of them'went 
no farther dbwn tJian Hyderabad, meeting 
there the boats of the iberchants at Bombay 
then ascending the Indus for the first time; 
o but others embarked cargoes at Shikarpoor, 
part of which they disposed of on 'ihe way 
downward^ and they carried tba remainder 
as far as'Ghore-Bore, the present port on the 
indet. T ... . 


given of the variolas articles intended^ Ur-bcf 
enbaskod in eight boats dd the. next expedi« 
(iesiddwp the rijcpr, destined {lofHbe vatiqwt 
' vug) infita coarse. The pridqipar articlf ^ 
i li n fcll fe l H igar, soft and coarscand in'tbe aMiile 
fy> 4 ^nt«iitlM»ing ootton'(fdr 
sabfemoiiinn, borax, oil,, 

>vlacy saMopao^inger, oaraanii^i 
Mt Vwrioty aiticjeifr'^ 

•wilb aativsHataiiHBl only), thdipogt 
: of ^aso in v*loA.Mag,Benards kiokiaml 
tUBoant vt 3,d00lMp«eB. 1 $agi^' b ilUmd 


O 

The poverty of people has not allowed them 
the luxury of brass or iron vessels for culinary 
purposes, little demand was therefore found 
j,for the *metal wares sent to BhaWulpnr on 
the first adventiere. But foreign - metals are 
expected to find tlioir way mure cheaply.up 
the river ffoni*Bonibay': - • 

Iron ore ia found in considerable abun¬ 
dance in the hilts to the north and north east 
of Ropar on the Sutlej. It is brought down 
to -Sisa, a mart for hill prodnee in our own 
provinces, and thehoe distvlbatod into the 
plains; it has not however, hitherto been ex¬ 
ported westward, and Bhawipur derjves its 
sopidies chiefly from Delhi -by tiieironteacross 


A d^ilfld and very Oopmbs ii^ .-k^tfc.o deaert.. Wrou^t iron is sold in b^zar 
f the varions articles intended^ tb-ho at Bhawalpnr'11 slers por rupee orAbrond- 


at Bhawalpnr' 11' s'ders par rupee 
Uur borrenoy, oqtial to 12 annbs -Keldar. Un- 
brypvht iroa^mayW’inttolMiMfd'at five seers 

f nrxialdav 'raflee;'1hiiwi^*'<ivb lofi which go to 
scibr. ThotfeJiriobs do not diffcvasaterially 
from tho'so of Dodlana;'bnt th«- commodity is 
boarce and only; p[»bbbyAA« nt the larger towov, 
which ptaeos'# 'qdite beyiMd 'the means of the 
saqieol{Mies,’^onav«!ftl<igeBeiai ase in In¬ 
dia rabid afa'^ hteonvenlanoes sabe 
mittod to, bid thb ftidd dontrivaboei had -n-* 
ooiifso to tib tvant of iV both in 
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their liuiMingM, in their household .furniture, the Indus, while interests and prejndiee eon- 
and the nceessarji implements W laJidl' and hinetokeepopeill'b'edira’titaetsitlias/ermedm 
meohanistn. Door hinges and "padlohlo with itselfuoder aitateirfibifllieeomewhatdidhretlt^ 

Zh'’Ar.;i”r 

orders; an investment of them made op after * ***![ *^ »hub ‘ 

a plain and cheap i^ttern would be likely td 

Anil u a.u « ■'the countries we speak of eao purchase pur 

^ [H^riitcr and more coatly manofaoturM must 4e» 

The foliowintf remarks refRrding:^ Opium pend on thefaoilitira they have ofdnposid|f,pf 
have attracted our notice the writer has their raw produce, it appears of importanoeihe 
apparently not given much attention to the enceorge as much as possible in the first in- 
financiai point of view * stance, the transport by the rivers offaeavy^' 

, . , huiky and cheap merchandize: a lighter rat«^ 

A small qiianiity of the hill opium was of roll that would allow of the ezportation of 
taken down the river hy the Loodiana mer- wheat, Hoe, grain, ghee, wool, rock salt, hidea, 
chants on their first voyage and disposed of at g^o. to Bombay, would insure a profitable 
the dilferent towns, hut owing to its nut. turn on the metals, chintzes and coarse wool* 
being snlBeiently refined or to a difi'erent leng of Europe, and the spices of the eastren 
mode of piepatation it did not meet wiyi a Ifgiea, articles of which there is at present most 
favorable sale, and the ezpcrlnienl has notinee#, and of which the consumption is gene> 
been repeated. Many hundred matinds of 'rai and certain. With respect to the ezist- 
tho drug, grown ondcr om hill provinces and ing trade of Edrope with the oountries on tho 
in the protected Sikh States, aie annually sent Indus and other rivert of the Punjab in. tiSft' 
thiough those countries via Je-.eimii and lighter and dkore costly fabrics, tbo attempt 
Siiidli to Daniaun for exportation, nntwith- to divert it from its present channel, anaided 
standing the airenoy on the part of Govern- fey European enterprize and European eapi* 
meiil at Ocra liliouii for the purchase of it, tai, must be of boubtful success. The Mar> 
and unless prohibited by heavy duties it will wari merchants, who conduct it by the land 
eventually find its way by the river route to route, have no interest in adopting that by the 
the pulls on the I ml us. At present ihe quan- river. The advantages which the water oar- 
lily grown in the Punjab is trifling, but appli- riage bolds out in point of lighter duties could 
cations liave been made by meicliants of .^m- not compensate with the competition it wdold 
rilsar to ascertain tlie price which Guverument expose them to, for the loss of the monopoly 
give for it at Bomhay, and wliethor it would they at present enjoy ; while if we look forita 
he considered there as tiunlraband if exported adoption toother native merchants, we shall 
from the Pijnjab by the channel of the rivers, not find them willing to t rust valuable iovesti 
Perhaps nothing is belter calculated to give nients.to the risks of a flyer navigation tiil 
an impetus to the trade on the Indus than to further experience in cargoes of less pnen 
encourage the ezpuitatiou by it of this vaiua- shall have given them mai€ confidedee in ilz 
bln drug.” safety.'k ■ ' » 

Saltpetre is said to aliound every wTiere on The report oonnlodes with an account of the 
the banks of the Sutlej and of the Indus below number (surprisingly small) and sizes of cargo 
Mitlieukote, but for want of demand at present l^ats available for hire, from Mitheokute np- 
little is prepared: The following remarks wards, and with some*useful information re- 
(with which we must conclude our extracts,) garding the proper seasons for ascending anS 
are certainly very just, and wfll lead us not lo descending the river, the distances of time and 
be oversangnine in expecting ih^itt trade will space, and the names of the towns on its banks, 
at onee desert existiug cbaunels and rush into ■—Calcutta Courier, October 14, 
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nth March.— -I proceeded in the boats to- it, a»d hailed in a village called Mpigan, dta* 
day op tiie river, keeping aiwaya close tb fRT Wpoe about 10 miles, inhabited by Chriahs, 
British side. Low county,irregulaiiy formed, which I saw here the' first |lkBe; but this quite 
solitary lime stone roqlts on^pth sides, distinct people is here much mingled with 
tinue to form broken obains, uM diminishing Burmese^ whose religion tbeji^ave in the low- 
in size andht. The country hear ike river er parts adopted. In their natures they are 
banks, alluvial mtd very fei^e, heobjinhh by a very different rage, as well as in their maa- 
and by, higher; some aandstohe eopgit^ehAle ners ; less Mongol-like, {hirer, butmnob more 
visible under the allnvial strata* on topmodt oliilikfn ofhature. - A pagoda was a short time 
elevatedplaoes. Piawuiin^lantatipabuminiy' agoAPlltVre, ai>d«'l>Httienary house for t^atjr 
spots, and much more ooUdo cttlUvqiM'h' Bthh, The’peo^'<e«pres8ed their inolioa- 

‘be/ore; The river forms aeswral islaildh]Mtt{.> don to remain Siriihis place. A gieai Moft 
ly cultivated. We entered a ipmn hcanqjh prjthwnrds as their eostomt ^ 
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cotttittajRllKebRBg'iaff their abodea, and not ba- 
aay aoiae<-renders them inacceasi'>le^ 
aatelioratiofl. Mach annual cotton is cnltiva< 
t^oa the river side, chiefly of the ialands.^Pe* 
tty ivefchants come from Moulmein in boats, 
aihd boy it on the place. The inhabitantsalflrm, 
that they could cultivate three times more, if 
demanded^, and half the price in money ad¬ 
vanced. 

12 th Maroh«^l made an exoarsion in*the 
nonntry in a N. W- direction. Plain with 
■nail trees and ranch bat thin bamboo of an 
inferior quality. Houses containing 2 or 3 
families Aether, spread thconghont, and far 
inland. Many buffaloes, the most valuable 
property of the people, 500 feet high mountains 
on both sides forming a kind of inclined valley 
covered with very valuable timber, but no 
teak. V * 

13th March.—Exeursion to visit the first 
‘IsCrge leak forest about 8 miles distant. Teak 
trees occur already close to the'S. W. of the 
village intersperted with other trees, but of a 
■mall size.' The property called teak forests 
are alicady very much cleared. Very few 
large trees remain, more have been spoiled 
than used by an unsystematioai cutting. Tree.s 
closer to the water qre of course preferred on 
account of the diflioult transport of others. The 
trees are dragged by buffaloes to the river side. 
Now the. people do not cut more here, as they 
get batter timber higher up. The teak.grows 
generally close to the river on plains oontain- 
ing clay and sandy particles, and seem not to 
like rich soil or moontains, but an elevation 
judtabovp the alluvial soil. 1 observed that 
the lower vegetation is always more scanty in 
teak forests than in other places. 

l4th March.—Excnrsion in a W. direction 
over the isolated limestonei mountain. Great 
difficulty in coining o^ver, on account ofnV 
footpath ; high perpendicular walks of stone 
iBa88e.s, and a rich growth of bamboo, the most 
dilficalt barrier always to overcome. Beauti¬ 
ful trees in the chains, chiefly the zukonsain, 
a species hitherto entirely, like tbe Thingan, 
neglected, but by tlie natives in several cases 
prmfrred to \cak. Itis the befit for every kind 
of work,which requires flexibility and dura¬ 
bility of wood. Several of those trees grow 
200 feetor higher. A large cave in the roekfilled 
with stalaitists, contains water estimated as 
earing all kinds of diseases. Its examina¬ 
tion, which occupied me the rest of the day. 


uuderiwatcraoross the river in several places 
and form currents and eddies. Features of the 
pountry thesame throughout; heautiful eoJii- 
vable uniform plains all covered with wood on 
both sides, here and there prominent isolated 
limestone rooks. We pulled the whole day, 
and arrived in tbe evening on the island of 
Kolounkhino. < 

16th March.—Kotounklilnn is the largest 
island in the river. At the particular request 
of Mr. Blunddll, 1 stopped here a day to exa¬ 
mine it. Itcontains throughout BiJuviai soil, 
very rich and light; a good mixture of clay and 
sand with a'lundance of lime ; and has the 
double advantage of having sufiioient moisture 
throughout the year, and to be high enoiigli, 
to be not subjected to the annual inundation 
of the river. But muoh of the best land is 
lost by* frequent inroads of the river at high 
water, which have-formed many channels ei her 
filled with stagnant water or with mud. Al¬ 
most the whole island lays waste. Beautiful 
timber trees interspersed with a few' leak grow 
in some parts abundantly. In other parts the 
forests are burnt down, and have givs;n place 
in low tracts to thick junirle ; in higher parts 
to exuberantly growing tiger grass, tilled with 
deer, hogs and other wild animals. 

17lh.March.—We went on again the next 
morning. We were obliged logo back round 
the southern corner of the island to come in 
the main channel. The stream is very rapid ; 
the men were obliged to drag the boats over 
the most dilficalt places. Pulled the .whole 
day and made scarcely 6 miles. Remained the 
night close to a Carean village without name. 

IStli M^ph.—Proceeded agaio in Ihe mor¬ 
ning, goon afterwards we oauie. to a place 
from where now teakwood is brought to Moul- 
mein. It is very good, and estimated strong, 
and of the best quality, but its supply will not 
last lonv;. if the demand for teakwood con¬ 
tinues as now,,,which is almost certain, tbe 
foiests near Ihe river will be in 16 or 20 years 
pretty void, and this estimable branch of trade 
must by and by expire. Went onandhalltd 
on the island of Kokri to give the people rest, 
who bad very hard work to pull against tho 
stream. The first chain of mountains begins 
behind Kokri and the banks of. the river be¬ 
come rocky. Tbe formation is either solid and 
compact limestone, or it makes a transit in 
Mica slate, which predominates 10 miles higher 
up entirely. We encamped this-evening on 


lime, some carbonic acid, and some magneaiai 
tiut ali in very sm&U quantity, 

' .10th March.-^Amoved pn to-day at? p’clook 
in the Mtlfltiog. We were obliged to go back 
reek to come in tbemaia river. 'The 
iasfisfapas about this place. The 
Seootnes ifiore rapid ; average 4 knots j 
about-l-Sof a mile de'pfA ; fit some 
eonaiderahte; in others, ^too shaliow to 
^atiy vessel of hnrtlien ;^nly rafts Add 
ie^ab hoAGs boflawed outafiotHt hreeeaii 



■hewed nothing partionlar, some sulphate mouth tbe river YeOgbyn, on a place 
li “'"'^earing entirely the features of a snbalpine 

country. Tho high mountains forming the 
noftliern frontier of the British poatesalona 
elevate their heads abovc'the lower chains 
altout 60U to 1606 fteet.. In the vegetation a 
great oltaWe tvu '^rorafihle, many different 
trees and siirnhs, whitm were all gathered if 
in flower." * , . 

loth March.—I did aotstop because I wish¬ 
ed to go as hiigh up in the mOantains as pos¬ 
sible, but f'-could not ..go farther than about 


higher up. Chains of rocks past tem other miles ; my people positively declined 
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tftbiing^ me bigher up. We drugged witbeome 
diffieulty the bouts ever the first oaturaet^ alul 
I was in hopes that the^iver would beeom^ 
smoother beyond it, but U does not cease to 
wind through a very narrow valley. The bank% 
are often perpendionlar walls of Mioa slate 
fantastically formed*; its breadth is sometimes 
only 30 yards, very deep, but many rooks cross' 
it under water in all diiootions. * 

I was so happy as to make this day a probably 
valuable discovery of a very rich, layer of iron¬ 
stone. The presence of iron manifested itself- 
already 12miles below, chiefly on the Burmah' 
side; in the form ot red oxyd. In other places 
isolated masses were found, chiefly in a state 
of corrosion, and this led me to a closer exa¬ 
mination of the banks, till I found this rich 
layer of about 50 feet breadth reaching; in the 
river. How far it reaches in land in depA, I 
could, of coarse, not determine, ' I collected 
mure than 100 specimens, a pait of which I 
intend to send to Calcutta, to get the opinion, 
of distinguished geologists. 


We enoampedcMitbebanks'in aterfeet sHfi 
dnrness. No vestige of human liabituBi^; 
Tige/s very nnmerons, fnJJowing ns, bat' never 
attiytking, roared the wbbJe night close to Oftr 
ptaoe. The Burmese, who were tfever so far 
up. were ail frightened. 

26iIi March.—My intention was^Jeaviag the 
boats to cross the interior in an eajferly diMie* 
tiou ; but it was not possi ble to persuade the 
meu to do so. The gaun or headman eiho 
accompanied us, and who had a knowledge 
of the country, declared it from this side ^n'et 
easily passable. I was therefore, thoogh 
reluctantly, obliged to return to the Yonghya. 
to go from theie in the interior. Returaing 1 
determined the position of the iron mine, aed 
brought on things.in order to begin to-morrow 
nty inland journey. 

J. W. Hblfer, x. d. 

On tAe Yenghie*f 20fA Mtreh, 1837. ^ ^ 

• [J^ghsAssan.' 


PARSEES’ LANDED PROPERTY. 


The draft of an Act for securing to Parsees 
the undisturbed possession of landed property, 
which may have been .transmitted, within the 
liiniu of the King’s Courts, according to their 
national usage.s, has just been lead in the 
Legislative Council and published for general 
information. The occasion of this law is ex¬ 
plained in a series of resolutionii. .^is much 
to be regretted that the QoveminenrR^ulati- 
ons passed since the new Charter came into 
operation, have been deprived of theinvaluable 
advantage of a preamble, and that those who 
are called to yield obedience to thei laare left 
to their own conjectures fo^ the reasoning 
upon whioh they arebuilt. That the Acts of the 
Legislative Counoil |iave. beun generally 
Goucwie, and often worded with great accuracy, 
is willingly allowed ; but this is a poor com¬ 
pensation for the absence of a preamble. For 
want of this explanatory introduction, the 
reasons which gave birth to the law, even 
if ordinarily known in society at the time of. 
its enactment, willsoonbe beyond the reach of 
discovery, and thus the object for urbich the 
law was enacted will eventually be defeated, 
and the law itself becomea source of injnatigfi^ 
by its application to capes which it was nev7 
intended to embrace, .|fitby intend^',give' 
to the execution of laws, aid of public' 
opinion, and without this they speedUy be¬ 
come inert, a preamble stating the oooasion 
in whioh the new roles ort|pbatoiI,ls of the 
first imporUusoe. Insleed the Besoto^onp 
which precede the - present aot afor^ ttip 
strongest argument in favOnr of a preamble 
when they state, tho «eeessity dfgiviiig't^ 
’people eonfidtnee ia the hasutOttuas- tfitder 
whieh they live. , * 


The introduction of the words CAatteb rVef 
and Free hold property into an Aot intended 
for the benefit of Asiatics is liable to seriohi 
objection. Those terms belong strictly to the 
circumstances of landed property ander,^e 
English law, and there is no analogy in the 
nature of Indian tenures by which the oondt- 
tions they imply can be conveyed to the mind 
of a native. If it be said that it was dii^cult 
to give any adequate parapirrase of the words; 
it will naturally be asked how a Native is 
likely to comprehend ;|hat which it baffled the 
ingenuity of the legislators to express iw 
'intelligiblelanguage. If,on the other hand, 
it be said that an explanation of these terms 
would have lengthened the enaetment, it 
should be remembered, that, even brevity 
neascs to be a virtue when it defeats the 
object ofalaw, by making itinco^prehenVhle. 

In this enactment it is manifestly thedbjetot 
of Government to confer a boon on the Parsea 
oommunityi and toobtain a return of gratitude 
and confidence ; and for this purpose, forsooth, 
the Parsees are told that their landed property 
shall he taken to have always been CUattsfr 
vmIn What Parsee trill comprehend the oka- 

TCDter of this speotes of property ? 

• 

The second proviso of the new Act, may 
possibly be intelligible to a Ihgropean lawyer, 
but it is to be regretted that it was not put into 
such simple language, as to be within the 
Domprehensioti of a Native. The enactment 
consists o>f one' single sentence, and we defy 
the most learned eribami scholar to transhtte 
it into any Asiat^ellmgaage, with even a bdbe 
that it trill bp' dnderstood to soobandegrM 
as to enable s iVM safely to not on It.' Tti 
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of «>« ntHUn 

>,e«aK 0 a«i|t, ^rea times its own leoRtlv Wooldj of Irjf’*1® tho^Bwrmese i,^x- 

ba saffioient. -Friend of ia^tH F^- 10-1 


Oar lairfivers seem datennined to adhere to 
• Ae sysfem of iegislatioo bjr drU>1at».^ The 
ipeneral new of a' subject, the prooialgatioii of 
aoompreJieosive eoactment, embracing a ptiii' 
oipie, appears to be bejfood them.' Thesgare 
fOnteoturitb legislative patoh*work; they meet 
immediate exigencies by special edicts witli- 
eot giving a thought to future oontingencies. 
which, in all. probability, may cause it to be 
vnnch regretted that the special act had not 
been rendered general. In the passing laws 
for the benefit of individual classesof the.cora- 
snunity, they are guilty of positive injustice to 
those who might be, and have an equal right 
to be, included in the operation of the enact- 

g ent, but whom this partial inode of lawgiv- 
g subjects, comparatively, to disadvantage. 
Wlieii A. B. and C. are similarly situated, the 
law which confers favour upon A. only, dis¬ 
favours B. and C. But, it is said, ** the law 
regards property, and A. is rich whereas B. 
and C. are poor.” This may be, bat surely 
the shilling of B. and C. is as much property, 
as the pound of A- and is comparatively of 
greater value to them than is the greater sum 
to him ; moreover, granting that the amount 
. of property of B. and C. be mm small, is that 
any ground for the assumption that it is to 
„ eoniinne so ? The arguments in favour of 
partial legislation are ; 1st. Unjust, for in law 
all men are equal. Sadly. Absurd, supposing 
! aforekquwledge of events,, and involving the 
aasenk>b“ what is nowniustbe always.'. What 
, is the justification of a system which argument 
' proves uiisoupd ? Simply this, " A. was the 
only one of the three who asked tor the law, 
and when B. and C. expryss a want for a si- 
. milar one, we can make it.''This,is legislaifgu: 
«for a commnnity, and bnvjng the way for the 
introduction of a code ! i 

1|hb observations by tbo Fritnd of India 
. apon the draft of the Parsee inheritance act 
are, as far as they go, most sound, and sensi- 
. ble! The prefix of a preamble stating the rea- 
SQU for the enactment is justly noted as a 

1 ;reat improvement. It is called a retolttium, 

0 order to qnibbie off the confession that it 
. WBS fonnd necessary to re-adopt tho'system of 
praumklet, which Mr. MacOuJay endeavoured 
to explode. This is somew,ltat of . a 


cinded, lheL%ts}suyeOoanoil best know. The 
iojustroe is easUy.'rdmedied. .Another clause 
would not add vOqr much to the length of the 
nnactoifipt, and,perhaps* a bile Mr. Macaulay 
has before him in the very ooAtaining 

the Parsee uruft, eyidahee (Act I. of lB37)of 
the eonseq uences of his iwteuse passion for bre¬ 
vity, he will consent to sacrifice his legislative 
bobby for tlse benefit of some of ihe cotiimuni- 
ty for whom heeiiaotelh laws. Two seisin the 
course of eighteen manihs| to.enable one Cal¬ 
cutta magistrate to execisernii powers, ought 
to ybow the extraordinary iiieuiber that neces¬ 
sity will have law, and that in future acts he 
had better anticipate her. requisition as the 
shurtest method iu-tlie end ; for to insist on 
Ih'e argument (wliioh stteinsmnst weighty with 
him) as one' new clause is shorter than one 
new act, so is it more expedient to expend 
thirty words in utakingalaw comprehensive 
than to preserve its conciseness at the cost 
of its efficiency. 

The drafts of intended acts are published 
for comment and auagestion. Government has 
already availed itself of thu correction of its 
legislative errprs. We sincerely trust thai, 
on the present occasion, the opportunity of 
extending a valiiahle privilege to persons, 
living under British protection, will nut be 
left uuooDsidered', and that net of 1837, re¬ 
cast and amended, may give the first example 
of a more rational system of legislation than 
has hitherto prevailed under the new regime : 
a system untrammelled by the peculiar croieli- 
cts of individual legislators, calculated to work 
for the bcnifil of the many, and not, as a' pre¬ 
sent, oq,*tho special, expediency-principle, 
devotmfsimply to quiet the complaint of a class, 
smooth down for the nonce an occasional 
difficulty.'— Enplithman, February 20. 


eprajiti' worded. English law slang ik 
ftd fpr the purpose only,^it wgald apr 
kiyttifioation, and the olausk of 

is, as pui: Seramppra ootomporary rai 
'.mgrks. Jittoh ag would baffle. Utsral^ansrjillon, 
Hfiemiot paleulated for the pamihjl JBggUsb 
j. Afryors rathflr oT India. attOrly 

pariial oharaoter. ^ Why the nrin sktfaid 



Let us resume the notice of the proporsed 
Parsee inbevitance Act. The law has Imen as 
yet oonsidcred under only one, and that the 
least of theincideotal objections to its indivi¬ 
duality. The inexpediency of withlioldihg 
.similar advantages with those it is proposed to 

f irant to the Parsecs from classes of men simi- 
arly situated has beep dilated on already in 
our columns. The question was pot under an 
4. B. C. illustration as an appeal to the eom- 
I““»n "«o*® of the legislative Connell. We 

talned, we cave not what is, called. Tiw l annth«» IVirm oitth inlnnt. *n s.iini* Bilili.lnMnl 
substance of tbevesointion is good, the Inten- 
,^Xipnexaeilent, the language ole^; the act it^ 


another form, with intent to show additional 
cause why the provisions of the proposed Act 
should be extended to all elassss, and made 
general. 

We will ,qQt joppdse Aat, jn oonsjidetiag ihe 
teOpye of,real.prOpey|g in those parts of the 
Briiij|b,|n<iijin'p«gse|ii}Qhs, wbieh are subject 
toEogiisb law, the IjqglsJative GouocU of ,all 
India tmn.have utterly pyetermitted Ibe potioe 
of the, fepnre e«on . prppitriy in Caleutta, 
tboogii they did only nadertake tb rein^yjthe 
existenoe of eVll in respect to it, chieOy 
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^eofiaaeof lj|P.lti.ier«8ta of vralt^y 

prietors at Bombay. We 'will, iiVn a'apimse' 
that l1iey ware ignorant of tlie' difRcatties ia 
which thiB subject is involved, or that they' 
failed to consult the opinions of learned jodgls 
recorded oh the subject, and tp profit by the 
legal acumen exhiliied in disciissini!; the ques>: 
tion. The opinions on this point liave been 
most opposite, and the employment *of some 
means for reconciling then! has long been ac¬ 
knowledged as.expedient, and^was positively 
renbininendcd from the bench of the Sopreine 
Court no less than et^/<t«en years ago. This 
mode of reconciliation was in plain terms the 
very measure now accorded to Parsecs, but 
denied to all other residents in British India 
under English law, whose states are, to nse 
the wo'ds of the learned judge almve alluded 
to, still “ degarded in some instance^ witlirn 
the grasp of law, and elevated atolhers beyond 
the reach of justice.” 

Now, Bentham says, “ T objet dc toute bonne 
lui pent sereduire k tine .soule expression 
PiiicveNiK uv usL ; e trial, en derniere analyse, 
de qiiciqne na>urn qiril suit, 'e’est tont ce qni 
ost fieine, i»n perte de plahir’* (Traitb di Legis¬ 
lation ) Thei e are some Benthamites among 
the Legislative Council, and they will of 
course allow ns lo judge them by the authority 
ot the philosoiilier they follow. In dising this 
then, we find them guilty, by this Parsee inhe¬ 
ritance Act of a breach of the fundamental, 
rules under which they should legislate. They 
omit to anticipate evil by neglecting to gene¬ 
ralise the remedy which they consent to apply 
to the individual exliihitiou of a universally 
felt disadvantage, and further, they impose 
upon ail others than those they benefit, the 
continuance of that evil, ohligiiqH^hein to 
eiiduretbat/>e(Ae on peHe deplaisir, fmln which 
it shonld have been their duty to return them. 
The Ariucniafis have in this respect snifered 
above other classe 
lion, have, we hear, 
precarious condition in Whiebthey 
rcj^rd to the law of inheritance and succes- 
tsionikto property, and have pra/ed tha. some 
fixoalaw might he assigned them, for (and 
they were worse oif heroin than the Parsees,) 
the Armenians ceased to be a nation in 1373, 
and no traces of their own law is now to be 
discovered. It is most extraordinary that oar 
legislators should hava taken no notice qf the 
case of no larg'e, respectable, and wealthy a 
class of the community as is the Armenian. 
Is each section of society to have its own Abt ? 


•pRdP'Eietr. 

floWs fi'otn thw oiroafiistanees olftie 
(?b|. Justice.) If lift iiathro of Bifngf Hlfa 
tfcfjtreed. as &a.s bejin acknowledged in th^a 
by the Legislative CoiiWBll', that One'Of^s 



should be telieved of an evil, surely the decree 
must- be general for ail classes M regards that 
evil under which all uomiiioofy suffer. The cte- 
tebrated deciniori by Sir Francis Iliicnagii’tQin^ 
in Ihd case of Joseph v. Ronald and othegt, 
bears directly and immediately upon theqries* 
tioTi of the generalisation of this Parsec Inhc- 
i-iianoe Ant^^ wliereliy iiniunveabio property 
shall be taken lu be of the nature of chatleia 
eal. These, Sir Francis, in bis judgment 
the case above cited, speaks of in the follow¬ 
ing terms with relation to tiie term, “ effect^* 
in the clia ter. “ Real effects and real cnatiels 
I take to mean the same thing—any tenures 
in lands short of Ireehtdd ; I conceive, to be 
real elfects and real chattels,” and he argued 
with referenee to the deoisioii in the case 
Savage v. Baucliarain. that if a pottahl whtfflf 
is the generpi if not universal instrument by 
which lands are held in Calcutta,conveyed an 
estate in fee simple, then an exccutiun oonid 
not, under any circumstances, make a title to 
the estate, and that it could not be sold in 
execution for debt. But considering “ aneh 
grants to convey a chattel interest only,.! think 
lands held under (hem dhy be sold as assets 
by executors, and also that they may beseized 
and sold in execution.” The arguments em¬ 
ployed in the cuii.sideratidn of Ibis impOrlaut 
case it is not oar object to enter into. We 
could bnt repeat what the al^le judge has left 
as his opinion, .staled, as it is, at great length, 
and after the fullest examination of (he duse. 
Sir Francis Slacn.'iglilcn’y dccisioA was spt 
aside, but that it was a'stricly just ' ofio 
there in no doubt of. His decision, pubiiahed 
in the form of a pamphlet, has now becnl|he so 
rare, that we shall not commit the sin of triio 
quotation by (rallsnithing his brief forcible 
ses. They, in aVecent |ietul*^e'"*»’^^s* Ihc nn*urc, the expediency, and 
ear, especially enlarged on tfii!*lesulis of an alteration in the tan(u;e.s 
ition in Whiebthey stand with a*»ove named. “ I presume,', says he, •• that 

the granters and the grantees vyili be equally 
well pleased to have it declared that a pqtiah 
in this town shall he considered as a teriii for 
1000 years—if that bo not sufficient itnsaybe 
enlarged. A 'legislative ena<itment to this 
effect wifi ensure at once every purpose pro¬ 
posed by' the doctiines of infereucepr odn- 
strnction.-It will sweep away every evil whieh 
arises from an imaginary estate-T-iustead of g 
shadow we shall then have the substaooe, and 
the li^ertitude of implioatioh witl^be exchqifg- 

... jt 'fli .^a_ _ Is. A - ..1 _i_ si ^ — 



decreed; andThej^rdp^ea 


Are #e to have, an Arpieoian Act, by the steady .au^ undeviatlBg operation 

Armenian, and a Chinese Act, by itselfCliiiMiWt 

or a Mngh and Burmese Act, individnally for 
the benefit and special use of Bqrraeap and of 
Mughs T “ Legislation,’, saya OodWki, “ as jt 
has been t^qaliy auderataqd^hi,bpt.;a 9 '^|tffair 
of human edinpetence. Immutable fimsoa ia 


df law, 

t * t 

AU'diffiodlfieB'will oe^;'Wlh, rights/will he 
asectftained, andwit' prefpeir’ty'will-be legally 
sBhjddtdd'to %rdry jdst dmadud." 

The ,aWe and snggestiops jbi^a 

bedh thrown tqgqClof in haste, and such l^a 
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a pamphlet «n4 im lean. To inataaoe the aim- jimmpfeahle pfQ{)^^in CaleuUa bjr the doe. 
g'oler anpinenesa'of the Lepistative i^onmW \ trine of inference i»r tuntttnteiim" i» nt\\\ leh to 
with repard to it, dooa not require quite so Jhia diiy inferential, and conatraetioh hy the 
much argument, or one tbeiisaodth port so ^gislative Couneil appointed to amend the 
many words. What unknown dravrharks btky laws of India ; while this conneil is applying 
impede the proirress of common sense lopisia- to one section of the peoole subject to its aets 
(fon, we of couise know not; bat this we do I a remedy for an evil of a t»imiiar nature in tl>e 
know, (hqt the English law, so severely cqp- oateofsimilarthinps.Itremainsfoiroiirlepis- 
8 IIred by ^ Eriplisli jndpe of the Supreme Jatorsto'nhow caose why the law shooid not be 
Cohi' 4 as ruling in the important matter of extended.—£'/i 5 i/uAm<in, March 7. 

» 

BABPO RUSSOMOY DIJl’T. 

It is quite an erroneous idea to refrain from some considerable time bHfote he acquires 
commenting on public acts in consequence of this experience, without which bis decisions, 
the share which onr personal friends may have (hough conscientious, may often be erroneous, 
in those acts. We believe a public writer is The appointment to Ibis situation of a person 
bound, notwithstanding this circnmstanee, to like Baboo Kussomoy Dutt, who, to an exten> 
give expression to his sentiments on subjects sive knowledge ef bis countrymen and iheir 
of public concernment, whether a friend or an la wgunges, unites no ordinary aoquaintance 
enemy be the principal party in it. Bahon with the English language, cannot but be look« 
Russomoy Dutt, a personal acquaintance of cd upon as a most judioious measure, calcii- 
'VOrs, we are glad to linri, has been nominated lated to insure the ends of justice. The dis- 
to fill the place of Mr. Brietecke.tpn the Bench position too, of Baboo •Russomoy Dutt, emi> 
of the Court of Commissioners for the reco* nently fits him for the situation to which he 
very of Debts, until that gentleman’s return has been appointed. His complete command 
from the Cape, to which place he is about to of temper and patience in the investigation of 
proceed far the benefit of his health. The Ua- any hiisiness committed to his care, afford the 
boowill.nodoaht, on the occurrence of the next grounds of hope that, with these and his other 
vacancy have a pernianeut scat on that Bench. I qualifications, he will fulfil the duties of his 

. vocation with credit to hi in.seir and benefit to 
The duties of a Coiqmissioner of this Court those yho vrill come to him foriuslioe. 
require talents of a peculiar chnracter for 

their proper performanre. The people who There is another reason which induces ns 
are generally the partiesno the suits institiit* to laud this measure. We recognize in it the 
ed in this Court, arc Natives of the lowerorder, practical operation of a very important provi- 
whose manners and habits are widely differ- sionofthe New Charter, as regards the Na- 
ent from those of the higher class of Natives I tives of this country ; we mean their eligibility 
with whoan alone European gentlemen have j to higher branches of the service than those 
opportunity of associating. A European ap- they wefe before allowed to euter;partioiiiar- 
poipted to this situation has, therefore, in the ly as we i^e certain the person now appoint- 
flrst place, to learn the character of the people ed wil^feRijuslice to his trust, and thnsconfirni 
with whom he is to transact business and on I the favorable impression in behalf of the Na> 
thedetails and merits of whose dealings he it country, wicli has'led to that pro* 

to I rononnee judgment It must ceitainly takfa vision in the Charter.—Roomer, iStpl. 10. 

» 

REDUCED TO READ POSTA GE. 

We mnst mark this day with a while stone, be to increa^ the circulation of this jonrjpl to 
From this day the Indian newspapers, parcels, the extent anticipated (say ],200nnmb^1r8~ it 
and letters wilt travel all over India at a has now nearly one thowand) a diminution in 
grea'tly reduced rate of postage; from this day, the cost of the paper may be expected. It is 
the necessity for paying the letters addressed notour intention to enlarge the Enplithman, 
to friends and constituents on their affairs is ai merely because a little more weight is now al- 
an end : from this day the foolish and pernici- lowed to each cover, bnt we purpose using a 
ons practice of presevering a distinction in the belter description of ‘paper, aa soon as we re- 
TBles of letter oarriage, &o., at the different ceive our stock of type, now daily^ expected, 
presidencies, ceases tp operate. A greater re- and we may also be occasionally induced to 
duntion "in the scale of newspaper pcyitage give an extra*half sheet when there is a large 
would probably have been productive ofS^'^pply of news or k superabundance of adver* 
vantage to the Press, the revenue and the pub- tisements. 

Ho, bnt we are content for the prewent with 

what has been cpnoeded, feeling satisfied that As we may not have ooeasion to return to the 
liberality will be shewn in the matter subject of the Post Office Act, we availour- 
^len the effeet of the present reduction has selves of this oppertaaity to repeat onr eo> 
Ibmo made manifest. know lodgements' to Veasrs. CrawiVird, Ba- 

Oorldofassil readers have had b|^fore them bington, aii^ the Other members of the Post 
^ for some time an advertisement shewing^what Offioe Oommitteec-not forgetting their inde'fa* 
tbeebst of tho paper will be to them ifthepoat- tigabloBeoretary, Capt. Taylor, — for the boon 
eye tkfetcon be paidat Calcutta. We need only ibeir joBit labors)iavo oonforrml no the lAdfou 
add that, if the effbot of the reduced ohar^ | oomuniiity.—2bi|^t«Aaum, (ht..2. 
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THE NEW POST OFFICE ACT. 



We had the (jrto^ fertatte to get into yeater- which may have been rendered necessary by 
day’s paper the chief part of the new Post their nej,ligence or extravagance, they will- 
Ofliue Acti which, if nixhing Ocenrsto prevent prd|a*ily make nneflrort to icrait a QMportiott 
it; is lo come into operation on the fmii of of their means, instead of committing Ihd 
jul) next. We shall publish to morrow the “ little account" to ll>e winds or the flames, 
tables shewing the new rates of postage, from as is'now too frequently the custom. We have 
which it will he scon that a considerable ro- no doubt that the enorease of dnnning letters 
duction is to he made in the expense of con- consequLMitupon the present danse will make 
veying correspondence and intelligence. i-ho clause itself extremely unpopular with the 

distant debtors, but unless some better reasoit 

The first five daascs of tho New Act abolish ‘ban the annoyance it may entail, be given, 
all private dawks which are not carried on un- iw rescission, we trust it will continue a 
dcr a special license from the Government, part of the New Act. To gentlemen disposed 
We are not awaro that the existence oi; those contribute to newspapers and periodicals 
dawks lias been productive of any great pnb- the provisions of t ie danse wi|l be accepta- 
lic .service further than to stimulate the acti- «« «»*«>' '*•“ 

viiy of the Government runners on the same Pa? the postage of tlieir own contribut»«*- 

liiic-an advnntago counterbalanced by the no. is ob^ing in them to impose a volun- 

ssity Goveriiiueiit has been under of keep- tary lax on their own time. It is hard lo bd 
ing up high rales of postage throughout the taxed in purse also, 

country to rover the injury done to the reve- «,,,,, . ...... 

rule l»y ooiiipctition in a particular quarter. The I5th clause, so far as the due delivery 
The preservation ofllie monopoly is worthy of .<» lett®" concerned, is a very proper one* 
iiublic countenance for the sake of the gene- bill iheie is a phrase in it that requires a littid 
lal reduction of rates which is to accompany explanation, viz. “ the saW commander shall 
its establishment. • according to sucli directions as he may 

receive from such post master general." &c. 

The VI. daiKse in tho New Act is a Very. Our Indain lawgivers bavo already become 
iniportant one, and tlie merdiant and trades- celebrated for tlioir brevity, but tbougli breVi- 
nian will hail it with gratitude. ty is the soul of wit, it is not cillicr the body, 

soul, or spirit of law. What directions ara 

*‘VI. And it is Iiercbv enacted, liiat inland tlio comiimndcrs tohesnhject lo under paiit 
postage duties shall bo levied on the convoy- looi) rupees fine ? May the post mhster or- 
amseof lellers and packets by the Govern- derthembaektoEngland.ortoreniainatan- 
ineiitpost ul the rate.s .setforih in tii^hcdnlo ,,|,„r in "Madras roads, or to rrocced along 
marked A. wliicli is annexed to ihis^^f, ajut |_|,g ,.oast and deliver more mail bags ? If nflno 
tfic fitil posi^f(je shall br. paid cUhev on reoe^pt oi'^tfiesc Ihinu^H are meant, why is not the in^ 
on drlivery K’V vwv. oHr!o?J oF TiJK sender, and ■ liic law*clearly ejcpressed? \nH 

Hint if the thing convc>ed he transferred from j., n „ot said ** dirmHions in writing^* that 

a |iost oHlcei in one pre.^ldcncy to a pt .54 olhcc commander may have the means of shewinr^ 
ill another presidency, no adil^tional charge wlietlicrliehasconfoimcd to them or not ? Tho 
shall be made on uccuiint of such tran.sfer. fines incurred under this act are to be levied ort 

t1 \' of tion" here conferred haV long been before ony magisiyate; a siogHe jus- 

a des^oraidin. Tliero h not perhaps an item '» empowered to fine any 

which presses more heavily on the trader than comniandcr who may have disobeyed thfcdi- 
Ihe postage lie is obliged, by tlie present rales, j"®®^*®*** of the post master ; that m stood out 
to pay in advance, on every letter he may des- when he could not remain at an anchor, 

patch. One-half the letters written by agents rt*! '®? ^® ®®* get tq sea. 

and otliers are on matters in which tlieir con- p‘®*‘f^®hnUions in such cases are worth tho 
stitnents have a greater interest than them- ^•■®”ble of a few extra lines of statute. ■ 
selves, and though they may cAarys the post- The If th clause contains the liberal reward 

age lo the parly most Concerned, yet how thqtjte to be given to the commander for risk- 
small is their chance of r«?o»m«y any portiolT penalties of the act. One anno per 

of ilie outlay, when they have not an account ietler or packet. That is, tifb same payment 
open with tlie party of siiflicicnt magnitude for bringing a single letter of a quarter of an 
to make it worth their while to attend to siioli onnee wdij^lif/aa for carrying ttaLhole mail hac 
Items ! Tradesmen suffer in a greater degree : of Company's despatches, the fmglit of which, 
they are obliged to pay for asking for their if shipped as a book seller’s parcel, would 
own dues, and think tlt|m8elves too happy, if, not bo less than twenty shillings. Liberality 
after halt a dozen dunning Icttersglhey obtain and jnsticq are here apparant, and not much 
a proportion of ihoir jn»t ^ilatin! To theifr, lefis in llio ship fefter po.sMig’e charged hero 
therefore, the above elanee will be a taat re* to the public for doidg nothing except paying 
upL besides rendering their jacomc more 'ra- the above one annif^tb'tho commander baa 
picU for when debtors fiod. that tAey iaenrred the troa^le and responsibility oa 

selves have to pay for cyery enU upon them risk of penalUos, 
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Tiie20tb elaase, liowever, we consider the hrealtlng ii(ohe wWch no wise leicislalor would 

most objectionable of the whole, for it enacts eiicotfrago knowingly, and be will t«ke care 
that every coiniuander shall receive on boards sto frame hU laws aeoorcllnuly. We may bo 
-of his vessel such packets as he shall by fa- told that the'law can be enforced in this par- 
quiied to receive, and shall give receipts for licular, but we see the smile of defiance on Oie 
the same. Tliis clause is unnecessary, because countenance of the citppfr captain, who asks, 
liot one vessel in a hundred refuses to take whether the law will compel him to go to any 
letters; s^d unjust, as it is a compulsory idllr- port that lie does not wish to visit, or prevent 
ferenco ^ih the rights of private property. If his vessel from being blown out to sea, or from 
the conveyance of letters by sea is of such Im- polling back, or from springing a leak, or a 
portance lo the public, it ought to pay a price thousand othgr accidents to which riavigaiion 
that will induce people to lake those letters, is liable ? fs it wise, we ask, to encourage a 

and if it requires the best conveyance it system of deceit on the part of those vriio must 

ought to pay aniencreagcd rate for the advan- feel that an attempt is made to deprive them 
tage it gains. A compulsory transport ser- of the fair use of their skill and enterprise by 
vice might be justified by state necessity, but legal enaclments ? 
there is no slate necessity to warrant a eorti- 

poisory letter service. A very nioderale pay- We woirld propose the following altpration 
uent will allways ensure the conveyance of for*' tlie coiisideratien of our law makers, 
letters by the ordinary chaniiels, and iho pub- Clause XX. “ and it Is hereby enacted, that 
He can have no possible right to the extraor- when any ship or vessel shall he publicly an- 
,,^^ii8ry ones without the Owner's consent. The noiinred for departure, or shall apply for 
state euiitribules nothing to tiie extraordinary outward clearance, it shall be lawful for the 
expences of him who fits his ship out for des- postmaster lo demand of the owner or^ coiii- 
pa^teh, and whose whole remuneration for his inander in writing, whether lie is willing to 
superior skill and cost depends on prioiily. take on hoard letters for the port of his desti- 
Yel the state is about to take away these dear- nation, or for any other port at which lie may 
ly-tiought advantages in consideration of the propose to totich ; and to require from liiin 
paymeut of one aiinal^ The direct tendenity alistofsucli ports; and upon the said com- 
«i such an euactnietit is to discourage that ao- mandcr consenting to receive letters, it sliall 
live cuiiipetitiuii and eiiterprizc, which, if lot l.c lawful lo rcqni'ie of him receipts, &c., &c., 

alone, would improve navigation and encrcase' &c., it shall be lawful for the collector or 
the resources of the state, by the discovety of j other piihlic oflicer to refuse port clearance lo 
MOW branches of commerce. The legislature'the said vessel till the owner or commander 
wouItT have a better pretext for foiring the i has signified in writing his consent or refusal 

niails into a gciiileiuan’s private carriage than I to take on hoard letters and packets, but it 
itliasfor foicing them on board a ship. For, in'shall not he lawful for any posiniaslei to send 
the first vase, it might allege that the roads on I leKers, 8w!. on hoard of any vessel whose 
wlach tliC caiTiHge travels have been, cosistriio- j oonirnandcr has rcl’u^cd to receive them, nor 
led at the public expence ; while fot Mio sea, to scndj^icrs addressed to any port which the 
the, highway of nations, it Ims done iiolhing, 1 said couiiimnder may have excepted from his 
Hut let us lake an example: one of the opium ! assent to recoil e lelters, &c.” Now this would 
clipper vessels of whicli the port has rcasoiie^jlic fair. If a captain agrees to take letters he 
be proud, cost porhapsCo per cent, more to lit I ought he compelled, as ftir as possible, to 
<or sea tlijiii au ordinary vessel of the same non(| deliver them punetually and safely ; Imt if 
Uiinai toiinage, and cat rius about the halfeargo. coin[>! lied to iifjnre his own private^ inlciest 
She Sails at a greater cxpeiice in every res -1 for what is called ihe public good, it is im^ely 
pact. The owner, therefore, cannot expect to |aii enciease of itijusliee to subject him p s|:>- 
be remunerated by incie freight: be lias two tiitory penalties for not complyitig with 
obje^vts ; one, the gelling tyst to inathct, forms.— Enylinkman, May \9. 
and the other tliat of carrying the first intelli¬ 
gence of the maikcts. The tthilily of his - 

vessel lo attain the former object gives hitii 

a higher rati, of freight than an oidinaiy ship The Sapplcmentary Gazette issiiod yes er- 
can command, lie may thus earn a few day, contained, besides (he Postage Sohediiles, 
thousan 'i rupees lo compensate for the ves- two Drafts of Acts relali ve to the Ciistoms, one 
Bel's waul of oa|),ii ity ; hut a lluetoation in tlie of them dirctUing thesuhstitiilioii ol writtende- 
luarket may give alone stroke tlto earniu;r P>» TV* i vratiOns for oaths, in conformity with recent 
a year, !ii.d Uii.s, jho really important object practice in England ; the other giving povver 
forwhi it (iie vessel is hiiilt, is to he defcaled to the Governor of Bengal to fix a vaiac for 
by l1iis,A»osi, unjust onae.tinent. This is quite any article li-ablo to ad-valoiem duty, by noti- 
cleiif^»«ftal if t^ra'law 'could he enforced, no fylng the same in the (raielle, subject toino- 
moiiii ciippci's would be built ; tlie spur to cn- difleation fiom time to lime, and containing 
mi^iise being removed, trade would fall back provisions relative to tiyi loading and uriload- 
ji,j^o its old jog-trot .state. Hut the law would ing of Vfsselj and respcpiing drawlnicks, &o. 
. i^toat assnrediy be evaded, and that^lono is a One ratlior importent modifie-ation of the Co** 
‘.'Sufficient o'jcuiioh to it. Nothing caif be toms Act. of lost year appear® in Seettoo X*. 
- worse in making laws fhan to frame then} so,of tiiis new A«t, which imposes dolies on bht 
tliHi tK^'pcople ahali at once havoAhe desire gar exportad to Bnnvbay and to all places.on 
and the power to evade liicm. A habit of law tUo conUueirt of India, on tlio same fooling as 
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by Oie Ciifltnms Act they were made cbr-ffpea- 
ble on Siij^ar exported to places other than 
Dritisb possessions. It seems soinetrliatstrann^i^ 
thus to see the Cooneil of India excladin;);, as 
it were, the other presidencies, places nndef 
their own particular guardianship, from pri¬ 
vileges and cxomptfons granted to all other 
British possessions ; but we construe the seem¬ 
ing anomaly as an indication of a desi{!^ to ac¬ 
celerate the much desired extinction of the in¬ 
land duiios of Madras and Bombay, and as¬ 
sume that this Sngartax is regarded as one of 
the sources from which the deficit is partially 
to be made good If however, it he productive 
to any extent, tiie complaint of tlic sister pre¬ 
sidencies, that they are excluded fiom the 
privilege of importing th.-ir Sugars into En- 
jtland at the low duty rates, most he consider¬ 
ed as altogether an imaginary giicvaucf.- Val. 
Cour., May 19. 


Whilst we congratulate the puhln. and our¬ 
selves upon the contempiated improvements in 
the Post Olfice system, we may, wo think, veo- 
tnre to eongratulato tlio Government, by anti¬ 
cipation, upon the improvement which will en- 
sne ill the proceeds of this department in con¬ 
sequence of the new order of things. 

The draft of the proposed Act for tlK^fiiture 
regnlalion of the Post OTiee department is 
piecedL'd by a llesnlulion, the second para¬ 
graph of which rlefines the object contemplated 
in manner following: 

“ The effect of the proposed enactment, in 
its maiu provisions, will be to doaway with the 
Aiiiiiu distinction which iias hitherto existed 
between the Post Otiice Rules anilsi^!stahlish- 
nienis of thedifferciit Presidencies equal¬ 
ize the latcs of Letter Postage, by raising, in 
some degree, those of Bengal, and rcdiiciiig 
those of Madras, and, in a still greater degree, 
those of Bom hay ;—to diminish to s dine con¬ 
siderable extent the Newspaper Postago.of all 
thi^ Piesidencies, especially for extreme dis- 
taiicAs, at which the high ext^ling rates of 
Postage aie found to bear with excessive, and, 
in mriny oases, prohibitory pressure upon cir- 
cnlatioii; to allow letter.s to he sent bearing' 
postage, as well as post paid, and to revise the 
scale of Ship Letter Postage, which has hither¬ 
to been levied in a marmer inconvenient to the 
public, and in hr undue proportion to the ser¬ 
vice performed by the Post Office.” 

These are undoubtedly very important at** 
jects, and ihe^ language in w]iie,h they are 
touched upon, denotes a liberal spirit of legis¬ 
lation, in which the public good appears to.be 
considered wilii the same rcj^ard that is evin.- 
ced to the flnances; that is to say, with as 
m 11 ell regard ns cau be expected from any 
Government. But |is wo entertain donbts 
whether the net proceeds m^rofits of a Govern¬ 
ment Post Office establishment are a legitimate 
.source of revenue, beyond the payment of its 
own cxpcnces, we are extrdtnely gejoiced that 
the intention expressed in the (bird olausa of 


the Resolution, that is to say, ** th^ the reva- 
nu 0 %t present derived from the Post Oflioe 
bat litlie exceeding its ctxpences, shenid not 
bo diminished by any new arrangement of* 
rafes,” is to be departed from. It siiould ne¬ 
ver lie overlooked that although the Govern- 
may derive no aetuul revenue in the 
sUPIO of money, yet if the estahligbment co¬ 
vers its own oxpenccs, the Government tiiere- 
by enjoy the immense advantage of transmit- 
tinsftlieir mails anti do.spatches free ofexponce, 
which is just as valuable, as n revenue equal 
to what it would cost to emtvey such mails, if 
there wore ne Post Office cstabrLshment. 
With this we think Goiertiment ought lobe 
satisfied, for all they take beyond this is a tax 
levied upon wliat may be termed without a 
figure, a necessary of existence, as regards po¬ 
litical, commercial, and indeed social inter¬ 
course. 

The Act.sctsout with declaring the exclu.viv!fl.e 
right to convp' letters by post within the Com¬ 
pany’s territories to reside in the Governor- 
General in Council, by which enactment the 
various private dawks now subsisting are vir¬ 
tually abrogated. A power, however, given 
by ctauseSril to the Govcriiur-Generat to grant 
licences under whicii such private dawks, as 
they have been termed, nfhy he continued or 
new ones established. We believe that this 
descriptiuu of post conveyance has been, and 
is carried on, io a very considerable extent 
among the native shroffs and men of business; 
and in a mduner that, instead of being huitful, 
might in the present inellieient means of inter¬ 
nal comrnnriiculiun, be rendered an useful auxi¬ 
liary to our own Post Office e.4talilishnient. 
These native dawks spread and ramify into 
dhstricRi and hamlets far removed from large 
towns and the lines of our own Post t^lfice 
routes, and could they he brought to form a. 
Mnnccied system ^'itli niir own, they might be 
.lulled to very good sevvice. We remark that 
the Indian Legislature is more liberal in ref- 
pent of conveyance of letters by private hand 
ihnii the Briti-sh, inasmucii as the latter im¬ 
poses a penalty upon partie.s wlio convey let¬ 
ters uu'l/mKt hire or reward, winch the former 
dues nut; and i{e think the Indian Law so this 
re.spect is more just and equitable than the 
British. 

Tlie 4lfi section constitutes the most impor¬ 
tant and radical im||k*veinent of tlie Act, esta¬ 
blishing in fact an ** organic change,” and that 
grcatljt for the better, in the Post Oflioe system. 

section first of all, the full postage, as 
established by the new rate«, on ietters and 
packets, shall he paid cither on receipt or 
on delivery, at the option of the sender,” and 
the vesntioiis consequcncci^tf a transfer of 
I letters or packets .from one pre.sideiiey to »n-' 
other are done away with. We make no doubt 
that the beneficial eQ'cots of these provisions 
will be manifested.equally in the receipts of 
theVost Oflice, and the convenience and ad¬ 
vantage of the commiinity. A clog jW rather 
mill-stone will bo thus removed from inter¬ 
communication by dawk, and we bave-no 
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doubt tbo that will be given .in ronso 

qnence to every description ofcorrespondeVhce, 
comnoiereial, social, puinplltneatary, condola¬ 
tory, and solicitous, will far moro than v'V*' 
pensate the reduolioiis proposed to be adopted 
in the new scale of rates. 

On referring to the schedule oontBiniirg|||||te 
Dew rates'l^.ve are inelined to consider it in^e 
main, as framed on liberal as well asequiia'dc 
principles; though there are one or two points 
in which it may adopt of much improvement 
We cannot understand why two*anna8 addi¬ 
tional postage should he levied on a ship letter 
for which only one anna is paid by the Post 
Dfliooto the ship owner or master ! Is this 
cent, per cent, additional charge imposed to 
cover the expence, ortrouble in paving thu one 
anna and the interest upon it before it is re¬ 
placed ? or is it to cover the risk of its being 
refused by the party to wliom tlie letter i.s ad- 
. tressed ? But thi.s is not ali: tliis applies 
oRly to outward\oitors : oainward ship letters 
n postage of three annas fur thb prescribed 
three tola weight i.s imposed, enureasiiig (both 
on inward and outward letlcis) one annafor 
every additional tola weight. Unwhat princi¬ 
ple this can be exacted, whilst the owner oi 
piaster is limited apparently in all cases to one 
anna, we cannot see*. Because the Post Otrice 
advance ooo anna on a letter ora packet, what 
reason can there bo that tliey should receive 
two, or perhaps twenty ? In all the.so cases wc 
should say the premium is iisuiious, Wc can- 
iioi see any ju.st reason whatever why the ad¬ 
ditional ship postage on a sliip letler should be 
one pie over and aboic the one iuiiia that is 
paid to tbp salt water carrier liieieuf. 

< 

Wilii regard to those cl.'iiises of the thni 
raorc immediately nifeel ourselves, whilst we 
express oiir fijile.st aukoowlcilgments foi the 
lioon conceded, we yet think Ih.il a hrlfr mou* 
might have boon granted, and may y^t bo cmiV* 
oeded, without prejudice' to any one object ol | 
the Act, and with very ennsiderablo bcnclii to 
the public and ourselves. InsUiad of tlicscale 
comprising a gradation of weight fiom.'ti tolas 
and rising to ti tolas and !) tolas, a scale coiii- 
iiieiieiiig at I tolas an<1 rising to 8 tol.'is and 1:2 
tolas,*,It the same icspective rales as now con¬ 
templated, wobid give h scale far nioie justly 
adapted to the proper weight of a newspaper 
sheet, and more ncariv corresponding with iliu 
S' ale cstablisficd for European journals, wbieli 
euminciiccs with ti tolas as single weight. 

( 


There is one other point wherein we wquid 
venture to suggest an alleration. As respelfMifpTtSyenl the Capt.ain from refusing to reecire 
distilnee, the iimita/ion to twenty miles, or.the ' 
first gradeof rate, is, a.s far as legards ourselves, 
ait^i^tlier niigatmy, as our circulation is car- 
rftfp ^titby our peons beyond that distance, 

Hjilnktatead of twenty, a distance of one or two 
jjPPKndred miles (say the hall Imtta range ?) were 
.' fixed for the one anna limit, we should reeog' 
nise a lioen ; but as the schedule sl'ands^we 


annamin the third and last grade, i. e. 4(K) 
miles and upward^i.— Hurharu, AfnyiZU. 
a _ ___ 

' The Eugluhnan finds great fault with one of 
the Clauses in the Post Office Act. The fol¬ 
lowing are our contemportiry’s remarks upon 
the subject i— 

( 

[Here follows-a portion of Ihe^ Englishmans 
article of the lOlh of May, beginning at the 
paragraph Vmiumencing with the w»rds 
“ The aoth Clause, however,” &c., and ter¬ 
minating at the end of the article.] 

Tlie Clause in question is worded as follows : 

“ XX. And it i.s hereby enacted, tliat the 
commander of evciy vessel leaving a^’y place 
in tdio sjiid territories by Sea, shall receive on 
board of such his vessel every letter and 
packet which lie shall be required to receive 
by any Officer of the Post Office and shall sign 
a receipt for such letters and pai^kels;-and 
thateveiy commander of a vessel who shall 
wilfully disobey any direction of this clause 
shall lie puni.slied with a line not exceeding 
l.tHK) rupees.” 

The objection we take to it is, not tliat it iit^ 
fringes upon individual rights, birt tliat it 
does iKst go far enoimli : it makes the coiii- 
inandcr of a vessel liable m a line if be lefuse 
to iweiDC letters from the Post (Hlic.e, but im- 
pusses iio penalty for lefnsU to di.lirn' tbem 
afterwards at the pnil or places to wliicb bo 
may be destined. If it be olijeeteil, tbat sucli 
penalty would be both useless and iiiopeiative, 
—useless, bi'C'iusB be vvuiild be liable to pun- 
isbmeot on tlio spot aoooidiiig to llic l.nvs of 
the count|K^wliure, the act of lefosal should bo 
commitmo,—inoperative, because, siicli places 
would be beyond the jurisdietion of our laws ; 
we reply tbat in some couiitiics, Cliina for 
instance^.there arc no pciiulties, and no means 
<tf enforcing the delivi ry of letters, and that 
.such a taw woufil not bn inoperative in the 
ca.so of a vessel lieloagiiig to this jiort, Jhe 
commander of wliicb might bo called tcyra 
eoiiiii every time he reiiirned to C.ilcutta. 
Another ohjeetion ncciirsio us in the natiiic of 
the fine, a pcciiiiiarv fine to be levied before a 
M.agistraie or Justice of the Poace (see clause 
XXXII), no person other than a Post-Ma.ster 
Generai or Post-MnstClr being competent to 
instituto a pro.snciition against the ufl'ender. 
Now suppose a ship at Kedgeree or Suugor 
wiicti the Icller-b.'i.g is .sent down, wliat i.s to 
TJWv’enl the Captain from refusing to rpceire 
it? he has left Calcutta for ffood, and will 
laiigli at a pecuniary fine wliicb nobody has 
the power to enforce. The gpnnisb iiile i.s, 
not to give port clearance untill the Captaiii’iS 
receipt fur the Post Office packet is produced. 
Such a rule would be vary inconvenienr, in¬ 
deed, impracticable, ill this river; but might 
not the Pilot lie instruetod hot to lake a siiip 


have nothing to be gratefiil for t/noud the one'lo sea if the letters sent on board were refused ? 
nnaa pu^lpge ; very littlB, ill the second or two This w'ould bo a iiiiieh more en'eetual check 
annagr^de; though we grniefully acknow-ribnii a pecurfiary fine, and give no trouble. I'd 
'^dge the importaut reduction from 4;^ to 3 any body except the parly olicndiiig. ■ 
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We will .now eonitider tho Bnfflishmarf’t ob¬ 
jection to tho principle of oonipeiling her 
Owners and Captains of ships to carry other 
people's letters. We of course admit, that it' 
is to a certain extent an encroachment upom 
private property ; hut we insist that the en- 
croachnient is for the);<>od of the comnuiitily 
on the one hand, and consequently ns defensi¬ 
ble as any re$;nlaiion of police ; and tlsat in so 
far as eneroachinent iiiav he injurious to the 
interests of the individual, it is so only hy de¬ 
priving him of the means of eomthitlihfj a spe¬ 
cies of fraud upon others, whieli it should be 
the slndy of e»ery Government l(» oounieraet. 
The Merchant who possesses exclusive iiitelli- 
f^enec, may he said to treat unfairly with every 
person of wlioiii lie buys or to whom lie sells 
in con.seqiienee of that intelli^cenee. lie is in 
the posii’tioii of the professional billiard pinker 
who disguises his play that he may *he the 
nioic sure of his, victim, the only (iilTereiicc 
hcin<( that, hy the cii.stoms of society, the lat¬ 
ter is despi.sed as a sharper, while tlie former 
i.s looked lip to with respect ns a very sharp 
fellow. The. iiiajoritv of iiiercliaiits, however, 
set their face.s afraiiist the practice of ex-' 


of the Government of India. It is triio that the 
de.^ts of the oldsystetju were so ghtring; that 
|.to tnake a better was as easy as to make a new 
'one, and could hardly avoid being identical 
with* improvement. Still there is much to 
commend in the new Aet; and the reason that 
it abounds not in the flagrant anomalies which 
dWrat 0 niajiy other of the Aets, proceeding 
frMi the same workshop, is piain<4fs way to 
Parish Church ; it lias been deliberately, and 
under a knowledge, of tlie subject, acquired 
hy ciiuiteous and extensive previous enquiry 
and ili.Heu.s.sk>n. The provisions of this Post 
OIBee .Hy.stein have been fotiiided. apparently, 
upon the sound principle, that exorbitant du¬ 
ties detract from revenue ; and we think thi.s 
principle might have been acted up to even still 
more boldly, in tho new Aet. with advantage 
both to the puhlie and the Goveriiine.iit. The 
following olisorvalioti, which we take from 
Mr. M'Cullocu's useful cuinmerci;il epitome, 
although not strictly npplienhie in all its de¬ 
ls so nevertim-' 


tail, to tiic postage of India, 
less as fur asfcgaids Ihciii :— 

“ In point of fact, tlie prist-ofliee revenue 
has fteen about xtatianar'f since ISII; though. 


eluding letteis fruiii their ships, and very pro- 1 ... ' 

peilv despise the selflslmoss of those lioflses='l'on and coinmeree 

which adopt it! just as the majority of thej::' VT 

- — J . ■ . Uhat, had the rates of postage not been so high ' 

as to force rceoiirse to Jitlier cliaiiiiels, the 
revenue must have lieoii der.ideiilv gicater now 
than at the. end of the war. Wc the rates 
model ale, the greater despaoh and security of 
(he post-ofTiee conveyance would hinder any 
considerable nutiibcr of letters from being sent 
tbrougli other cliaiiiicl.s. Hut, in the estima¬ 
tion of very iiifiiiy person, tho present diilK-s 
more tliaii coiiiilervail ihesg advantages, and' 
iho number of coacbos that now \iass botsewn 
all parti of the country, and the Tae.ilily with 
which the law may he evaded, by transmitting 
letters in paicels c^nveye<l by tliein, renders 
t^‘ iiiipo.sition of opperssive rates of postage 
quite a.s iiijuriuiis to th% revenue as to indivi- 
-d tin Is." • 


iiiercaiitilc people in France during the last 
war, even intiiiic.s of inveterate iiationai hos 
lilily, would liavc nothing to do willi *priva- 
teering, which they did not the les.s e.onsidei 
to lie a.sort of liigliway robbery, liectiii.se it was 
Icgali'/ed and eiieotiraged by llie stale, fi.ich 
a principle, weie it generally acted upon, 
would proiluee a most ineoiiveiiient slate of 
tilings: the sliiji-owner would have a mono¬ 
poly of tho foieign iiiaiket, or the Goveiii- 
iJK-iit must estalilish an uiiivcrsal,^vstcm of 
periodical l*ost Ollice packets at gre^ cost to 
the stale. Moreover, the partial resort to it, 
which we hear of occasioiially, is ii.siiiilly a.i 
iiijnsliec,—an iiiigt ate fill relnrii to oilier ship¬ 
owners who have 1'ieely carried the irttcrs of 
the house which now refuses ^hciis. It eom- 
inimly happens, however, that ciiiiiiiiig of this 
soil^itwits it.self; the sangiiinV. speoiilator, 
greeny of his exclusive advantage. biiy.s in 
haste and in a mvsterions manner, at the top 
of ihe muiket, and when tlie news he ha.s kept 
hollicd up is proclaimed to the world, he is 
iiiortifled to find^hat he might have done bel¬ 
ter if he had let it out At once and operated 
more at leisure.—Courier, May 20. 


A eonsideralilc reduction, it is true, iscon- 
templaleii under the new system, hut we think 
even in this point by giving up more in cer¬ 
tain ca.ses, the jQoveriiniuiit would iindAheir 
I receipts more. • 


One of the chief improvements introduced 
hy the new plan, is tho abrogation of the com¬ 
pulsory advance of the amuiint of postage, 
upon delivery of the letter at the Post OBice, 
hy thc^paity sending it. The old system was 
The past week ha.s teemed with Drafls^tiiSli^'* respect both injurious a.s well to the 


Laws, proposed to he enacted hy tlye Lticni Le 
gisluture, one of which deserves our special 
notice, and we arc happy to have it in our 
power to Siiv, moreover, demands our warm, 

though notaltogetherunquali lied, approbation. 

The enactment we aflqde to, is tho new Poist 
Oflico Act, a draft of wliicl^ i.s nhw before the 
public, and which exhibits more of practical 
statesman.ship, not only than any one, but than 
tho whole aggregate of enac?tinent.si,whir,h have 
hitherto cmiuitcd fioin the legislative laboratory 


Post Oflice revenues as to iiidiyiduuls, and to 
the latter, 'it was in many instances unjust. 
A thousand instances are constantly occur¬ 
ring, wherein parties at a difllioiicc in the Mo- 
fiissil, write for information or w ith other views 
in which they themselves are solely interes¬ 
ted, and to reply to such .eoniiniinications 
the pnrt.^ applied to, must tax himself to tho 
amdiint of the postage, or be dciicent in kihd- 
ness or courlc.sy ; in which case th q^Po st Of¬ 
lice revenue sufl'ers. Oil the other Iiaftd,- one 
very ohjcctiuuabic provision contained in this 
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Aot, is the making U compulsory upon mastcrii Thf Englitkman, is ant convinced liy tii«" 
0 f vesselsaattiag from the port of Culeut^ to example of the English Post Office roles, (dD 
receive. OB board lettcrs..and paokets. forne- (>eo. Ill, o.3} quoted to iiim by a obrrespon- 
liverjon their arrival at their ports ofdesUna-*dent, that it cgn be just to compel a ship-owner 
lion. V There is no simli compulsory Law'that do carry letters for other people. Tlieobliga- 
We are aware of iorrespoct of vessels leaving tion, says our contemporary, imposed by the 
^itgland, though it would be calculated to ope- Act which opened'Uie>tra(le to India, “was a 
rate far less injuriously and unjustly tl|ye kind of quid pro quo” for the boon then 
than lier#»-- We believe that one of the mmn granted to the British trader and shipowner ; 
■oiirres of Rothschild’s wealth, consisted in hut here “there is no excuse for thus calling 
the system of rapid commiinication of inlelli- on individuals to work for the State witlioiit 
gence which he had estahished ; let ns sup- pay.”*Irh this instance, the shaft of the 
pose that he had been compeUed by law, law is aimed at the enterprising, the active,— 
whenever he dispatched a courier or a carrier the men who are most worthy of encouragement, 
pigeon, to take a government despatch con- and the tendency of the enactment is to repress 
taiiiing the price of stocks of the markets, those who are tlie pioneers of commerce. If 
See., the consequiicc would have been that any person (adds our contein|>orary, will 
this source of enmmereial and other advati- attempt to defend the law upon principle, we 
tage would have I’ccn entirely foregone hy sliall listen lo hnn with'attention and res|iect, 
the prudent speculator, and lie would neither bu/ to Viiipport an enactment which will do 
have made his vast fortune, nor been the first miscliief by qi]o|jng a similar one which 
to inform the Government of Great Brilian of banpens not to he inconvenieiif, is not, in oiir 
'thb return of Buonaparte to France, from his opinion a satisfactory vindicatioa of this 
temporary exile at Elba. If it Ife not actual- kind of legislation.'* 
ly worth while for a man to build a clipper, 

forthe mere purpose of conveying intelligence. Now it is upon principle, and upon principle 
it is very well worth his while in many instan- that we support the compulsory clause, 

ces to build for less freight, and greater ccle- Every man should be comcelled to do bis dnty 
rity;butifhe is compelled to carry informa- to the public. Many duties, some oflhein even 
tion wherever he gpos, which will defeat his <>f an irksome character, are compulsory and 
objeel, he will build only lor freight, and tbiis wiltiout compeipiation. The duties of serving 
the Government will find that their compulso- on juriBs and of attending to give evidence in 
ry law in this subject, if capable of enforce- Courts of Justice are of this nature, and there 
roeni, will only tend to defeat one great object heavy penalties attached to neglect or re- 
of a Post Office institution, viz. celerity of fusal to perform them. There are, indeed, some 
tiansmissinn. Besides all this, however, the duties of huntaiiity, which, presuming upon 
odium oftliis compulsory claim, will be incur- the good sense and kindly fccling.s of iho 
red in vajn ; it will be evaded in n thousand community, the legislature has not thought 
different ways; and being so pal]>nhly unjust necessary to enforce l»y penalties ; hut society 
in principle its evasion will not be considered visits ihe^ini tcrcarit who disicgards them, 
sJulF o' the conscience.” Much want of al^Wffrctiee and excoruiuuiiication. A 
consideration, we are sorry to .say, or perhaps ^hi.P meeting another in distress, is expeettd to 
we should rather say, iniitdi undue and pay- fclieve her if she can ; a person seeing another 
tial oonsideration, i.s qjaiiifc.sled in themnr^ in peril of liis life, drowning by the upsetting 
per in wli'cli the privilege of franking i.s con- •’f a boat, fallen from a hoise, or in wani of 
ferred by the new Act. It is impossible that a' l'flp from olher,^accidcnt, is expected to afford 
Judge, in bis official capacity, with which on- him .such a.ssistance as he can give, witimut 
ly the public are concerned, can have more regard to compensation ; and it docMiot 
than very few occasions, say italf-a-dnzcn per very often happen that we have to regrOt the 
annum, wherein he either sends or receives hy want ol’ legal means to puuUh a brute fer 
post,*'coininn^ications relati^^e oiilv topnbiic neglecting such a duty, 
business. It is impossible that a Bishop in 

his episcopal cai>aeity can have any at all in Wc have shewn that “ the ffritish law doe.» 
his public capacity ; and yet these two fane- recognize the principle of calling on indivi- 
tionaries, very well able to pay, are generally duals to work for the state without pay.” But 
exempted from postage, and have the privilege really it is a farce to call life transport of leters 
of franking all the correspoirdcnce^of the in a ship fitted out for commerce, working 
whole of their families, comprising IovcHi^m Aftll ^s for the room which the letter-bag may 
tens, letters of congratiilalion, condolence, occupy, that and all the tronble of receipt and 
compliment, and ^bout something or nothing.- delivery will be superabundantly paid for by 
This ifdl'eally too bad, and as we observe a the one anna per letter, which the Post Office 
no.tlj^ 'of rooljflfer before the House of Com- allow.s on letters delivered at any of the Post 
montto ^*,iOverhaur’ the privilege of franking Offices within the tliree^ presidencies, and by 
aAfXercised and abused athome, wo think the the pennies tallowed in England, and the 
and ocjaasion very fitting for our local right we admit IbeGaptffin to possess to exact 
IjiBgisiation, * to take the opporttfuity. *'of a similar/»%&( elsewhere on delivery—a 
dolng-thesame, and of correcting the liSt of right, however,-which has not been sanctioned 
“ franksiuen.” — HtraM, May%\, > ' by u.sage. Ifthcn we admitted the applicatioB. 

' . to this casq, of thb principle urged by the 

Englishman ,** private rights were never 
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‘ to yield to pablifi convenience without,-com- 
peti-iuliort/’ tve should contend that sufficient 
compensation is j^iven ; for surely the state is 
not to measure its coinpensation by the airiount 
of evil atnan may do by not porforminK the* 
service required of him,—by the wealtli he 
might obtain hy oomthittinga species of fraud. 

The power of doing evil was never vet 
considered a “ vested interestand wiicn tlic 
Bheels werepiitdown on the west of India, 
and -their chiefs as a matter ofr policy were 
taken into pay, the pensions of these were not 
ineastired hy the average projjls of their for¬ 
mer plunder. But our contemporary does noi 
ask for compensation ; he wants tlie privilege 
of carry ing sccict inieiligeiice, and taking in 
the ignorant and the unwary. Cunning and 
deceit are iiis“ pioneers of eomincroe,'* and 
by tlie same reasoning we slionld expcct'to 
seethe laws eondeinnrd, that restricted tlie 
opeiations of tlic smuggler, %cirig •* aimed at 
the enterprising, the active," and, siiall wesay? 
therefore “ tlie men who are most worthy of 
encuii ragement." 

The Herald lias joined tlie Englishman in 
upholding the right of refusing to carry letters 
in a pi ivale ship, and illiistrales its o inion hy a 
reference to the career of the great millionaire: 

“ We believe that one of the main sources 
of Rotliscliild’s wealth, consisted in tjie sys¬ 
tem of rapid 'coiiimimication of intelligence 
which lie had cstalilislied ; let us suppose that 
hi ri been coiiipellrd hy law, whenever lie 
dispatclied a courier or a carrier pigeon, to 
take a government despatch contuiiiing the 
price of stocks, of tlio niaikcts, &c., the con.se- 
qiience would have been that this source of 
commernial and other advantage woiihl have 
been entiicly foiegone hy the pi lulvjjU si enu- 
lalor, and he would neither liavc rimdc his 
vast fortune, nor been the first to inforni the 
Government of Great Britain of (he return of 
Buonaparte to France, from his temporary 
exile at Elba." * 

It is very true tliat notlisnliiTd did estalilisli 
a jei^er commiinicaiion with Fityice and flul- 
laiid«by boat w'hen the Lomion Post Offine 
'oinnionieations were suspended or incH'ective; 
hut his object was merely to have tlic inean.sof 
communication, not to liave Ihetii exclusively. 
IT is financial and excliange operations were 
based upon a siiier footing .than the prior pos¬ 
session of news of any‘kind ; and we have al¬ 
ready upon a fornier occasion stated from onr 
own knowledge, that ho was in the habit of 
allowing other merchants to avail themselvjjji 
of his channels of couimunicatioii when they' 
had no other, ami tliat too without any retnu- 
ncratioD. Our contemporaries in this matter 
are upholding monopoly of the worst kind,— 
monopoly of information. One of them cites 
the example of Rothschild, believing him to 
have lieen more illibelbl than he really was. if 
tlic e.xampic were more to tho purpose,we could 
balance its weight itriho a^ument by quoting 
t)ic lilicral conduct of another liondon Mor- 
cimiit who received oxcloaivcly the news of 
th'e fiist abdication of Napoleon .dlu a Sundtiy' 


moruing, and whep,’apnn his cominunicatiag 
it ti^^ird Gastlereagh, his Lordslii|t*ofrered to 
keep it secret till gny boor on the Monday fol 
Vwiirg in order to give the Merchant oppor^ 
luirit^ to make tiis profit on the Stock ex¬ 
change, (be latter declined to take advantage 
of I lie ofTer, and allowed the great news to be 
prqflHiiiiod that evening hy the Princip Regimt 
at Mrs Boeliin's inble,—Calcutta Courierf 
Mag 22. , 

i 

I An esteemed correspondent, whose letter we 
are not permitted to publish, answers our ob¬ 
jection to the compui.Sury clau.se of the now 
postage act, by saying tliat it only extends to 
ships bound /ram India,, the rules to which 
ships bound to India have been subject for the 
last twenty yeat.s'; and that, when private 
riglits and public convenictice conic in contact 
the former must give way to the wants of the 
muny. 

Now, we alway.s thought that it was a receiv¬ 
ed maxim of English l.aw, that private rights 
were never to yield to public convenience 
wiihoiijt compcn.sation; and so far* has tliis 
principle be ii cairied that a vested intoiest’' 
has been admitted and paid for hy the nation 
even in cases of the aliAiiion of notorione 
sinecures. 

To say that it is only extending (he princi¬ 
ple already admitted hy law, is begging the 
question, for it is not a.skcd whctlier it is law, 
hilt wlietlicr it is just. Now, it never can he 
argued, when a certain species of propertj^U 
con.itriicteii for special and iiinociKus- pur¬ 
pose, that it is just for the *law to step in and 
deptivestlie owner of his peculiar riglits, in or¬ 
der to confer them on the public, who have 
contributed anthing to the expence of that 
Dfoperty. There i.? no kind of injustice that 
raay not be defended iif piecedeni, no bruta- 
jlity orahominalion that cannot be proved t# 
have been Ie,-,ally enacted at some time or 
other. Burning witches and lieretics ; carry¬ 
ing innocent persons into slavery ; torturing 
to extort confession, may all bo justified, if 
we me to be guided by precedent. We.diow- 
ever, thought tfiat our enlightened legislators 
looked rather to principle, nnd thht they 
would have enacted a law by whicli some lit¬ 
tle inronvenicnce iniglit occasionally fall upon 
the public rather than have infringed the sa¬ 
cred rights of private property. Tlie 5i) George 
111, o.*3, quoted byour correspondent, may 
.SVS^^P-’’be ju.stificd by the consideration that 
a new privilege had been jecenily conferied 
on British idiip.s hy allowing them to visit In¬ 
dia ; it vvas a kind of guidpro quo ; but there 
is nothing of the sort here, ^ffiiere i.s no ex¬ 
cuse for thus calling on individuals to work 
for the state without pay. The very circum¬ 
stance adverted toby our correspondent, aa 
an excuse that only falls on a few, makes the 
barfiship the greater, because it alTects the in¬ 
terests of a partiCnlar class only, andj^tbere is 
conseqiieutly nothing like an equalU^ of in- 
oonvenicnceto be soLmiilcd toby the whole 
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too, tv>m n iH-davitM merchant! It is toteralily 
clear'and a/lniitted by ail ’who have written 

f ill poetitial economy, that trade differs wholly 
roin gatnia^Cr >" not'to he judged of tiy 
the same rules,gaflihlingbeing tnerelj^a trans« 
ferof property from one person to another, 
whilst trade is the creation of property by la- 
boar. The interest of the eominnnity requires, 
thntevery man shonld he allowed to use his skill 
and knowledge for his own advantage, without 
ohstrnclion, and it wouhl be ns absurd to in¬ 
terfere by law'to prevent one nun from having 
later intelligence than another, as it wonid 
to prevent his Iteing a better judge of tlic cotn- 
inodities he deals in. His superior intefli- 


shipping interest for the puhlic good. A ship- 
owner-niay^griiinble at a law wbtoii reguiv|es 
the length Of his bowsprit, the construction of 
his vessel, or the tin in her of bis crew, hat ho 
knows tiiat these restrictions fall e<]ually o'pbn ‘ 
aifi and though he may justly Consider it as 
eliimsy and needless legislation, he is hot se¬ 
riously a^cted by it. But, in this instnnae, 
the shaft m' the taw is aimed at the enterpri¬ 
sing, the active,—the men who are most wor¬ 
thy of cncoui'agcfmentV and the direct tenden¬ 
cy ofthe enactment is to repress those whp 
are the pioneers of commerce, II* any person 
will attempt to defend the law upon principle, 
we shall listen to iiiin with attention and res¬ 
pect, but to support an enaciinent which will igence is, like his superior skill, acquired by 
do misoltief, by quoting a similar one wiilch j lahaiir and expence ; llie profit upon it is the 
happens not to be inednveoient, is not, in our i legitimate return of his advanced capital, 
opinion, a satisfmilory vindicatinu of Uiis kiud I ft ir evniently the interest of the state that 

its merchants should be as active and enter¬ 
prising as possibles; the gains of one extraor- 
diiinry adventure stimulate a hundred others 
to unusual activity. Suppose that some far¬ 
mer bad discovered the method of growing 
two crops when one grew before, the turnip 
husbandry for instance, and bargained with 
the landholder for along lease inconsequence ; 
according to the Courier he would resemhlo 
the professional hiltiard play'^r, who takes m 
a fiat by disi>iiising his game, and, of course, 
the biitgniii oiigfit to he broken and set aside 
as rraiidolent. .Who doesnotsec that, ifsiicli 
a state of things were possible, wliicb liappis 
ly it is not. there would l>c an end of all im- 
proveruent ? that every thing would go on, as 
it did in the beginning, and the iiivcntur 
w’onid be piinislM'd, as the story tells us, llie 
CliiiK'se minister was for making the mules 
cany two panniers, instead of balancing one 
panriier^^^l^ stone 1 

Even privateering, according to (he Courier, 
is not much worse than excluding other men’s 
letters from your ship. Highway robbery and 
wliiilesatH; murder, if secure of impunity by 
I state licence, arc llius likened to the peaceful 
pursuits of gain hy skill and industry. Ifii'.e 
editor of ilie Courier had been in'the haiy^of 
reading Cicero, he might have fofind some¬ 
thing in support of liis view of liio case, for 
that great aiithorily has decided that the cap-, 
Inin of a Rliodiaii sliip who carried corn to a 
starving port, was not justified in conccbling- 
that other vessels wer« on their way, forget¬ 
ting that tire inducement to come to the relief' 
of the famished, being gain notbumtiiikity, the 
high .price obtained by the first arrival wag 
ijta sure means of bringing speedy relief.' 

ITfacre are some expressions in'the Courier' 
which almost tempt os to apply, tiib ur^umen-^ 
turn ad homineni .Cunning and deceit," bo 
says,*' are tlie EnfiUehman't pioneers of oum-< 
merce I" We do, not approve of either, but 
we know where to took nir retarded lessons of 
both, should VVe at any time want them. How¬ 
ever, we nltrihute Ihe assertion only to our 
contempory's incapacity for drawing nice dU- 
tinctions; ho cannot see^ the difi'eronuo fio- 
twccii a merchant’s giving'or taking the priocy 


of legislation,— EnglUhmuU, May 22. 


Our brother of the Courier, whose notions 
of cunimerciat morality were always somewhat 
peeiiiiar, has published two articles in reply 
to onr observations upon tlic new post oliice 
act. lie sa\s, tliat it is n))on {irincipte and up¬ 
on (uincipiu only', that he siippnrl.s the coiii- 
piltsory clause. Lct,iis exaniiue hi.s principle. 
Many duties, he says, arc coiupiil.sory and with¬ 
out compensation. And he instance* serving 
onjiirii'S and altending courts of justice to give 
evidence. He docs nut follow out his nrgu- 
loenl, but he would of course infer thnf, if 
one service to the state is conip'itsory, annllier 
may he made so. Uudoiililedly the slate may 
roifliel wliatever is within its power toon- 
force, hut*it does not follow that bocau.se it can 
compel that therefore it our/ht ! The SA'rvice.s 
of wiinesses are unvoidaldy compulsory, he- 
caii.sld jii.stine cannot he obtained wilhoiit 
them ; Ihero is a suilicicnt s^nte neces.sity, hut 
even there, netual expenecs are repaid thein'^j 
Ijjhe duties of jurymen, *<Sco. are at least sup¬ 
posed to fall Upon all, exoni|)tioii.s being only 
allowed because of the performance of sonic 
other service to the public. There is nothing 
of tins kind to )<e urged in favor of the com¬ 
pulsory letter Service. The advantage to the 
state <s nothing in comparison to the lo.ssofthe 
shipowner. Be is cniupcltcd tOdo that wliicli 
takes from him the whole advantage expected 
to bo derived from the peculiar kind of pro¬ 
perty wliich he lias created, and that only to 
put rival merchants, who have not incurred 
any expence, on a footing with himself./ 

But, says the Courier, it is perfectly j^^j 
liejtouse, it only prevents the ship-owner from 
cMibittiiig a species of fraud upon others. 

merolmn^^o possesscsexclusive intel- 
^l^iice. may uesaid to treat unfairly with 
jetery person of whom be buys or soils in con; 
sequence of that intelligence.” Indeed! “He 
fs .in the position of.the professtonai hilliard 
jayer who disguises his play."' Indeed ! Then | 
follows of course, that all Irade resortibles 
^mingifsfair trade, fair Joining, &c. and that 
iiaris one man’s gain to another's loss ! Tiiisy 
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wliicli others are vriliing to pay or receive, ^nd 
wilfully deceiving; by false represeritaliou. 
But the most curious part of the Couriers 
charge is that we are upholding inotiupoly of 
the worst ^nd ! The exclusive use, then, of 
a man’s own property is monopoly, and if he 
should refuse us a shate of his dinner to-day, 
according to his own rule, ho would be guilty, 
of monopoly of the worst kind, that Is, psovid- 
ed the dinner was worth eating. Would he 
reduce us all to the stale of the primitive 
Christians, and have every thing fti common, 
except wives? If so, there would soon be no 
. occasion to establish post nfliccs or packets, a 
fakir’s full dress .suit of clay and chalk, might 
Bulficc instead of all the productions of Man- 
. Chester and Glasgow. If we reiv>llect right, 

^ there is something very like this in Jonathan 
Wild, in whose school the editor of the CoH>'i«r 
seems to have studied his ethics. AcccA'ding 
to that worthy, the rich are #11 m^mopolists, 
and the thieves arc honest distributors of what 
the others have so wickedly hoarded for their 
own advantage. Wc confess we did not ex¬ 
pect to SCO this principle declared in a law, 
nnd it is another in.stance of the inconveni¬ 
ence of doing away witli preambles to acts 
wiiich uur hiothcr of the I/urkaruUas so often 
complained of. It would have explaiiic<l iiiton- 
tiun.s of the legislature elcarl> if the act had be¬ 
gun by “Whereas in the opinion of the cd^or of 
theC'ourtVr.thc oxeIu.sivc use ofprivatc property 
is a inonopoly of the worst sort,atid whereas his 
opinions on the subject have gie.'it weight witli 
the Bengal Govci iiment, be it ennoted,” &e. 

Wc sliould then be prepared for anntlier 
legislative interference with our coaches and 
horses, which would be very useful in moving 
tbo foot-guard to and from Barrackpore. 

But there is still 'one thing the lias 

not touched upon, namely, the impossil>nity of 
enforcing the law against “ the sanguine spe- 
cnlator”,grcedy ol his exclusive*' advantage.” 
Next time we see him bidding for opi’ini, wc 
shall expect to hear that he began by pn1>lisli- 
iiig his letters from China on tli* expected ie- 
galis^ition of the trade, in order to prove that 
it was^npos.sible the clippers couM bring any 
news vniicli tra.s not made public at once, and 
that he himself is not “ a sharp fellow.”— 
EnylishmaH, May 24. — 

'i'he pulilio are at length favoured with the 
result of the labours of the Post Office Com¬ 
mittee, tiy the appearanoe of the long expect¬ 
ed act. Greatly as it was regretted that the 
acooniplisliinont of the general wish on this 
subject was so long retarded, wo are happy to 
acknowledge that the liberal principles orf 
which the now arrangements are founded, 
make ample amends for the delay, ‘The great 
benefit which this Act is calculated to confer 
on society in India, will be apparent from the 
details on which we are about to entor. As a 
preliminary observatioii wo may remark, that 
the main objects whion have be^n kept in j 
view in framing this layrhavg been the equal¬ 
ization, -and where possible, the reduction, 
^ the rates of postage, and the abolitioo of 
Frasidenoy boundaries, by life estalW.ismeat of 
a uniform scale of charges for the whole Em¬ 
pire, calculated according to distances. In 
reIinquiBhir% all idea, of making the Post 
tJffiye eootribate in money to tlie wants of the 


state, Government have acted upon the prin* 
cipleyof enlightened liberality. In England/ 
^om the unparallelled magnitude of commer¬ 
cial enterprize, the Post Office yields a con¬ 
siderable revenue with little injury to the 
public. But such a system could not have 
been adopted in this country without justice. 
The Government owe it to '.he semi-h^baroas 
people confided to their care, to afl*^ every 
facility for the discussion of k^wledge. To 
have taid a tax therefore on tliAircnlation of 
knowledge for fiscal purposes, would have 
been to employ the rein, whore they arc called 
by every consideration to use the spur; and to 
augment the receiptsof the exchequer by the in¬ 
terruption of improvement. Nor would ithave 
been lo.ss injudicious to have laid a rcvenual 
tax on the conveyance of letters and papersasit 
regards the Europeans in this country. Their 
capacity for doing good depends greatly on the 
intercourse they are enabled to maintain with 
the coinmanity of Europe, through means o|^. 
the press ; and Government will gain mote by ' 
facilitating this internoar.se, and thereby re¬ 
cruiting from time to time the moral and intel¬ 
lectual strength of their servants, than they 
could ever expect from the trilling addition of 
revenue which might be obtained by a heavy 
tax bn the medium of conmiunication. Acting 
on this principle, the redudlious which have 
been elfectcd in the present act have tcferenco 
more particularly to the conveyance of papers, 
pamphelets and printed communications. 

The present net affords the first occasion on 
which tlie henefits arising from the concentra¬ 
tion of power in one Supreme Governnieut 
have been equally extended to the suboidi- 
iiiitc presidencies. The act annihilates, so to 
speak, the Indian Heptnreh^, and unites tbo 
vaiious 4ectioiis of the empire in.tbefirm bond 
of general intercourse. The communion whMh 
will now he t'8tabli.shcd between the prsidCn- 
ci^, which have fiitherto been divided by 
su\ial as well ns political boundaries, will 
l|e found in a very short time to give a new* 
impulse to the public mind throughout India. 

To realize the comprehensive idea of go¬ 
verning the whole of India a,s one empire upon 
unifrom principles, the very first step was tho 
abolition of thos% presidency divisions, wMoh 
limited the iniercoursc of each mcUon to its 
own bouiidaiies, and encouraged a feeling of 
separate and exclusive interest in the com¬ 
munities ; and this step has now been taken. 

Among the peculiar features of this act, wa 
notice t^e abolition of private dawks, except 
as the^ may be permitted by license from Govt. 
'aniKhe privilege of sending letters bearin_ 
postage. Bpth are judicioas arrangements 
much re<]^airod by the existing state of society. 

There is also this material alteration in tlio 
new syi^tem. Hitherto, letters wiKch had been 
refused by the parties to whom they were ad¬ 
dressed, were liable to double postage, that 
is, to direct and retni’n postage; but under 
the qperaiion pf tbo new act, they will be 
chargrable only with single postage ; that is,, 
with return postage only, if the direct ps^tage 
has not been paid. 

A liberal concession has also been made 
with regard to individuals who may'neglect 
to pay their postage and run into arrears to 
the Aepartment. Under the old system, all 
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leltew addrflMed to tliein were indiscriminate-, 2 .... £ • * • • ® • ■ ” ? ‘ ’ f * 

ly withheld, till the old score was wipM off. 3 .... 8 .... 13 ... • 3 .. • • » 

Under tho new arransemont, only thoselhttera - 4-11 -”** f- Z 

-which may arrive to iheir address 5 ••••;„*** oa a 

Will be kept back. The legislators appCM £ '*** ‘ ”” t 

to have equitablyjadged that the, sender, in 7 .... W-^ .... a / 

'Paying the postage, has fnlTiUed his part of the 8-M ^ . * * • • • ® 

contract; and that the government, after re- ® "•* **” ^ *'** o-in 

ceivini{W.he consideration money, were bonnd P • • • • *"* 1*, “’ * in '" ' 

to the fulfilment of their part of the engage- 11 .... ^ ” •••• ’*** lA 

ment, nolwitihtaDding the “ Inche" of the in- 12 .... ^ .... 48 .... it •.*• 

dividoal to whom the letter was addrcsaodi 13 35 .... 63 .... .... • 

In the 12th Section of the Act, moreover, we 14 .... 37 .... ot .... .... « 

irecognizB an improvement which willhe bene- 15 .... 40 .... 68 .... i^ ••*. 

ficially felt in “ country places/* Hitherto the 16 .... 43 .... w .... 

practice has been to charge the postage ao- 17 .... 46 .... 64 .... o .... 

.cording to the ground over which the mails 18 .... 48 .... 64 .... .... 

passed. Fog example, A and Bare two .sta- i? **” in *’** oa 

. tiens fifty miles apart; but there being no di- ^ ‘' tc " ” os ’ ’ on ' *" ll 

reel post between them and C, the niail.s were *1 • ■ • • 66.... 6 ... • ‘ Vj 

peihapsearricd by a circuitous route more than The rates of posture on 
two hu^ndred miles ; and the persons ^ have been subjected 

4jd in the letters had not only to submitTolhe tion than any other item. At SLadras there 
delay which wnsoccasioned, btrtto payanaug- was onennilorm rate for all P _ 
mented rale of postage. Under the new rule, tolas weight; tlie.> all 

however, the distances which are to regulate through the surf. I . 

the chaigo of postage are to bo framed as near- were very heavy. i m 


the chaige of postage are to bo framed as near- 
as practicable, according to the distance hy 
the Kfarett road between post ofiice stations. 

The cKistihg rales o.f po.stage for letters has 
been revised ; a small addition has been made 
to the rates now current in Bengal, and a 
small diminution of those which prevailed at 
Aladras and Bombay, in order to secure a per¬ 
fect equality of ptivilegc. The following slate- 
zuent will shew the operation of the new scale. 
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. ExtHing rates of postage. ^ew scale. important reduction which has 

heen made hy the New Act, and which will bo 
Mdes. As. As. AS. ^ s. found Iflitcll upon Hie improvement of India 
30.... 3,... i.... « as rai*<?has, il not more llmrf, any other raca- 

* ”” 4 4 *”* 3 sure of Government, is that which has been 

IW .... 3 .... 4 .... 4 .... J effected on the conveyance of nevyspapcis. 

loO .... J .... o .... o .... ^ Calcutta newspaper 

3TO.... 4.,.AO.... o-.-- ^ sent So Madras, and vice versa cost, eight 

4.... 7.... 7.... o , almlf; and one sent to Bombay 

3W.... 6.... 8.... 8.... 7 eleven Bunmi under the new rates thev will 

^ . 7 .... 9 .... 9 .... » reduced to three. A B^iJhay 

^0 .... 8 .... 10 .... to .... J paper reaching Madras on the old sysfemoost 

660 .... »••••“•••• •••• ij lOi annas; an Agra paper, the same rate; a 

■“* in *■’ iq ■'** n 12 Calcutta paper 8i annas; by the new Avsten. 

"* 1? "■ 14 ■ 14. 13 they are all reduced to t/«w annas. Within 

iSS ■■■ i‘J 15 16 14 the limits of this Presidency the reduction has 

1,000 .... U .... In .... 6 .... 4 considerable.; under 20 mile,s. the 

1 ono ■ “ ■ 1^ ‘' 16 ” ' 17 15 postage has been reduced from two annas and 

12 **" ifl ■ 19 16 a half to OM artna ; within 400 miles from two 

■ ■ ■ 15 ‘ ‘ 16 ’ ‘ ■ 20 16 and a half io two annas i‘*,77'*/''®* 

TbSJ one rupee’is the maifimam posft^e u# idistanoe from/owr “uto^oY’net” 

a single letter ; wlicreas under the old rate, the annas, which is the ® .u.. ® 

Bengal poslagc^for a distance of 2000 miles paper .postage threnghout “ 

wa^aaiiias ; the Bombay, 25 annas. Fora pobbo jonrnal may 
llislRnJ||ia(<0 miles, the Bengal rate was 20 ^ape Comoiin for the sm^ 

a .... 4 ,... i .... 3 B«rpnn,"i» 8 rupees:-the chargo forpoetage 


trLlT^f'sMpplsmTon rntinrerto be the Stear^ Port of India. The 
!y% ZTdihe effect of tfeis redaction on Native paP-s 
ftatee. New Seats, be such as to place them within 

Madras. Export^ Import, reading public. The 
As. £. ' As. stance, paid in 

4 ... 2 .... 3 Burpan, u 8 rupees : the charge for pottage 
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»illbe6 rupees 8 annas; and the entire ex¬ 
pense of the paper within the limits of Ben¬ 
gal will be a trifle above one rupee three 
annas a montb.^ This reduction on the charge 
of newspapers is perhaps as great as the Post 
Oflice department could bear; and any far¬ 
ther diminution wooldjunder existing cirninn- 
stances, have entailed a loss on the conv^ance 
of the mails. Indeed, the indulgence ubivhbas 
been now granted to the public, will entail so 
heavy a diminution of the receipts^f the Post 
Oflice' department, as almost to place its in 
come and expenditure on an equality ; and wc 
scarcely think that any farther reduction is 
feasible, until the diminished rate shall have 
operated to augment the revenue. 

Ship postage is now levied 09 newspapers 
at the rale of 2 annas the cover, up to 12 tolas. 
I. By the New Act it is reduced to 1 anpa o«i 
,#Nrry cover under six tolas, and rises only at 
^ rate of I anna fur every six additional 
tolas. The diminnlicn of the Postage on, Neivs‘ 
papers imported by seals therefore consider¬ 
able. Wc subjoin the new and the old rates : 

Old Hates. 


Nat Exceeding. Ship Postage, Land Postage, Total. 

As. As. As. 


6 Talas. .2.4^ .. .. 

0 ..3. Oi HJ 

13 M .3.8J .... lOJ 

New Rates to Calcutta. , 

Not Exceeding. Ship Post. Land, Post. Total. 

As. jis. As. 

G 'Tolasf .... .... 1 ......2 3 

12 ,, 2 ...... 4 (i 

The Itanghy rates have also been revised. 
Those tor Bengal have been a tiifie 
augmented for short distances ; and consider- 
nhly diminished for longer ones. The Madras 
rates have been mateiially lowered. \t Bom¬ 
bay, liaiighy conveyance wassearccly l^uvvn. 

The following table will shew the altera¬ 
tions which has been cflbcleci. 


Not Eseeeding. liengal. Madras, New rates 

60 miles, .... 0 0 .... 0 12 ....>0 6 

100 . 0 6 .... O' ^ .... 0 9 

150.0 11 _1 4 .... 0 12 

.0 14 .... 1 0 15 

250\.0 14 .... 2 0 .... I 2 

S<K). 1 2 .... 2 4 .... 1 5 

400 . 1 7 .... 2 12 .... I 8. 

600 . 1 11 .... 3 4 ;... 1 11 

600 . 2 0 .... 3 12 1 14 

700 . 2 4 - 4 4 .... 2 I 

800 .. 2 9 .... 4 4 .... 2 4 

900 . 2 13 .... 5 0 .... 2 7 

1000 . 3 2 .... 6 4....2 10 

1100 .3 6.... 5 8....2 10 * 

1200 . 3 11 .... 5 12 .... 2 13 

1300 . 3 16 .... 0 0 .... 2 13 

1400 . 4 4....0 0_3 0 


The improvements made in the bangy sys¬ 
tem, are manifold. Under the old system in 
Bengal, the charge for bangy hire, increased 
*' beyond 1400 miles inqproportion to the dis¬ 
tance ; and a parcel sent by bangy 2,000 miles 
costbrs. 10 annas, and on#2,300 miles, 6 rs. 
12 annas. But under the new arrangement, 
’ 3 rppeos is the maximum chvgo for any dis- 
tau£o whatever. At Madctf, iBoreo^r« oo par¬ 


cels were received for ^iapatcli by ba^gy above 
280 t#las in weight; and at Bombay by the re¬ 
gular dawk, the bangy system not having been 

f ;enerally iqtrodooed, beyond 80 totals ; but 
he pnvilegeef sending packagesof the weight 
of 600 tolas is now extended to all the Presi¬ 
dencies. 

The ooBvenienco of the pnhlio has giso been 
consulted in Table No. 5, which lays down 
the sqale tor the postage of books, pampbelts, 
packets of newspapers and any written, 1 rtn- 
ted or engraved papers sent by the publie 
bangy, nut exceeding 40 tolas in weight and 
open at both ends. By the old rates, packets 
of this description were not received beyond 
21 toals weight; they may now be received up 
to 40, and the charge, moreover, has been con- 
siderably'reduced. Under the new system, a 
copy of Blackwood may be sent by bangy, 
from Calcutta to Delhi, for 10 anna.s, to Ma¬ 
dras for 12 annas, and to Bombay for 14 annas, 
and a Quarterly or Ediiibourgh Jleview, few 
double those gates respectively. We had in¬ 
tended to have added the weight of all the 
tdiief periodical publications which ciroulato 
ill India, but we have already exceeded our 
limits, and must defer this and some other re¬ 
marks, to the next week. 

Tho present Act will, we are convinced, 
prove a real blessing to the country. It is 
framed in a spirit of caution and liherality and 
it'grams to the public all which can at pre¬ 
sent be conceded without entailing an actual 
loss on Uovoinmenl. Its effect on the moral, 
social and intellectual well-being both of 
Europeans and Natirc.s, will bn iiighiy bene¬ 
ficial, and there can be no hesitation in pro¬ 
nouncing it one of the mosl«enliglitoiicd Acta 
of the Ltjgislalure of India. The broad prin¬ 
ciples on which it is founded, leave on aMi|ile 
scope for the enrretion of any anomalies whiob 
time may disclose. • 

^Vc now close this Icr^tliencd article by giv¬ 
ing a statement of the leiative circulation of* 
^1 our Indian journxls in the first week of 
the present year. Having been indulged with 
access to ofticial ducuiuents, we are enabled 
to assure our rcadeisthat they may confide.in 
its accuracy. This document will be ftyind 
interesting^on nftny accounts, byt chiefly all 
exhibiting the circulation of the existii^ 
journals attiie oommencement of ihe^yaar in 
i whicii the arr^gements of the Po^ Office 
were improved. By the new Act all papers are 
placed upon an equality of privilege; and the 
document we publish will therefore afford an 
PPHlMunily of subseqncnUy ascertaining its 
effect upon the journals, which from the pe¬ 
riod when it conics into opeAtion, will have a 
fair start. Since the date of these returns, 
there have been .some cbangM^f the circula¬ 
tion of the journgU, all however on the fafour- 
able side. We ought not to omit the fact, 
that the statement only, embraces the b»nA 
fide dawk'^ circulation lof the journals, and 
does»uot of coarse include the copies whioh 
are distributed to tfap stations around ^lenUa, 
nod which we have reason to believe^ie far 
from inooosiderable. 
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We must confess our Mtonishmeftt Ihnt tbo 
Courier nlionld continue to labour at the point, 
involved in the compulsory clause of the nefi 
Post Ullice Act, in respect of conveyance sfey 
ships of public packets. A man who exclu¬ 
sively po.Hses.ves a valuable discovery, of g;reat 
piacticai utility t^ the public, so far from be- 
in^ i-oiiipelled to cominuiiicate his .secret to 
all the world, and thereby place hijiisclf in a 
po.sition to forfeit all the advaiitriires which 
his invention or discovery is calculated to 
brir<^ him in, if confined to himself, will he 
expressly piotected by the law, in such ex¬ 
clusive possession; and the motive of the 
legislature in granting such protection, is per¬ 
fectly clear and intelligible, tn what rc.Hpcct, 
however, does the possession of a fast soiling 
clipper, difi'er from that of # chronometer on 
a new and improved principle, so that the in¬ 
ventor ot (he latter shall be protected Ity law 
in the sole and exclusive possession of (he 
advantages accruing to him from lii.s dis¬ 
covery, whilst the former, instead of being 
protected, is compelled to hold bis improved 
clipper and its advantages, in common with 
the public at large? The improvement of 
chronometers, by which a ship's longitude ntl 
sea is to be more accurately ascertained, is an 
object of far greater public iiiipurtane.c than 
the eonveyance of letters; yet who will say 
it would have been jnst to refuse an ex¬ 
clusive patent to EIahkison for his Viclebiaird 
improvement in time keeping? As long as 
patent right eonlinnes, the public are parti¬ 
ally deprived of the benefit of an invention, 
and that too for (lie cxprdss piirpo.se of be^ne- 
fitiiig exclusively the inventor; and most 
wisely as well as justly is it so. Who would 
ciidcavnur at improvements in practical 
science, if he were compelled to foiego the 
profit of bis invention oi dicovc. -;^ The peii- 
•sive piibiio is not celebrated for gratitude, hut 
it is nut so foolish as to carry ingratitude tn 
such a pitch as tliis. The reasoning of thb 
Courier is self-evidcnily fallacious,- hiit.rn 
the concluding sentence of his last arlicleeon 
this subject, is so much ilUivele that we can- 
'not refrain from quoting it. But while we 
B^je thus arguing against the propriety of fos¬ 
tering such selfish principles,'* that is to say 
the piiiiciples that oppo.se compulsion on the 
ship-owner, “ we arc happy to rccogiiixe a 
belter feeling in (lie merchants at large, and 
our conviction (hat but a very niinulc por¬ 
tion of lliein apprdve of the practice which 
our nioining contemporaries so strennously 
defend. We entirely concur with the opinion 
here expressed by our contenipofafy ; a eery I 
minute poition of the merchants appr^e 
the piactiue we defend; viz., that .small por¬ 
tion who possess such superior vessels as 
make the matter important to them.— Hur- 
k;ru, May 26. 

The Ifurkaru mude a remark or two yester¬ 
day, which it is worth wl^ile to notice, in 
answer to onr reasons Sor suppoEtittg the com¬ 
pulsory clause in the Post Office Act; but we 
wonder at tlie aatoniahment expressed by oor 
coutemporary at otir contiaiiii|ig to hold an 


opinion opposite to his own !h this matfer, 
Uierc being so many points on which his bur 
wiiafortune to differ with him. He ohsertteg, 
that “ a man who exclusively piKssesaes a 
,vcilnable discovery of great practical utility to 
ihe public,' so far from being eeinpeiled to 
comniiiiiieate his secret to all the world and 
iberehy place himself in a position to forfeit 
ail the advantages which hise^nventibn or 
discovery is calculated to hriiig him in if 
nmifined to himself, will he expressly protected 
by the law in such exclusive possession.'* 

We believe there i.H a little error in the 
slaiemcnt llial he is not compelled to commn- 
nicate his secret, for to a ceitain extent at 
least it must be revealed by the specification 
in the patent, which is not unjustly com¬ 
plained of as a hgrdsliip. But, letthatpass; 
the ca.He does not apply: nobody ever heard of 
a patent being granted for an improvement of 
/bm in a ve.H.Hel, and nobody wc think will 
ventuio to assert that “ great praticai uthlity' to 
tlio piihliV could possibly ari.«e in any siiape 
from an exclusive possession of the channels of 
letter communicinion by one or more individu¬ 
als, The argument would better hold in favor 
of the East India Company's pieiension to the 
contiiiiiam-e of their exclusivo possession of 
the.China and India trade, on the same gronnd 
of invention. 

But onr contemporaries before took a dif¬ 
ferent ground. Insisting on the rtyAt of the 
shipowner to refuse other people's letters, 
they found fault with tlie Act because it 
did not ofl'er compeiisatioo for taking away 
that right. This was lecognzing the principle 
of salus jtopuH mprema ?e.r, (he ^ight of the 
stale to buy up tlie ri^htofthe individual;* 
hut It would seem that they have discovered 
dial a jury would assess ihe right at fo low a 
piice that they claim to retain it instead of 
tlie compensation. The really parallel ca.He 
of a road through *0 man’.s estate, cited by 
lliciiiselves, only sliewcd the weakneaa of 
their position; it was forgotten that the pro- 
piiclor received no compensation at all for 
ffioititf patsaye to the mail through his estate,, 
to (he prcjiHlicc of his interest as a producer 
and a speculator in the market. Xhe con 
eluding portion of the Hwjcaru’t article is 
as follows;— 

* The pensive public is not celebrated for 
gintitude, but it is not so foolish a.s to carry 
iiigiatitude to such a pitch as thi.H. The 
|rct<gioning of the Courier is .self-evidently 
iTalTacious ; hut in the concinding sentence 
of his last article on this subject, is so much 
naivete that we cannot rafrain fiom quoting it. 

But while we ate thuii arguing against, 
the prop-icly of fosterid^^-tiucli selfish [Huncis .' 
pies,'that is to say the principles (hat oppose ' 
compulsion on the ship-owner, we are hap* ' 
pyto recognize a better feeJingin the m«r»^ 
chanfis at large, and our conviction that but 
'very minute portion of them approve of ibit,’ 
practice which our luornitig o^temperMri<i| 
so Otreaoouiy defend/ '_j 
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*' We entiriiljr eoncar with the opinion here 
expressed hj ear conlemporarj; a 
minute portion of the mercbanfs approve ol 
the practice we defend ; viz. ^bat samll por¬ 
tion who- possess such superior -veouels K-a 
make the matter important to them. 

Now this is mere assumption, that all the 
proprietors clippers are of the selAsh 
class : an assumption not warranted by their 
practice ;for while there are about a dozen 
clippers and about as manj mercantile firms 
interested in them; the examples have been 
rare ofictter bags being refused in any of them. 
It was, moreover,a tardiness in the delivery of 


tetters from Ofne nf tfiese elippsrs, we under¬ 
stand, that attracted the notice of the Chamber 
(ff Commerce, and led to the insertion of this 
ve^ danse after comrannicatoin between the 
Chrmber and the Post Oflioo Committee. It is 
well known that the Bengal clippers were 
built to osrry opium (not Mews) quickly to 
rnarkc'. The argument, therefore, that a mo¬ 
tive for thf, improvementof the fqrms of buil¬ 
ding is taken away by taking aw'ay the oppor¬ 
tunity of thus forestalling others in intelli¬ 
gence, is of no<avail ; but if this were true, 
shall we uphold the Slave trade because it led 
to the building of so pretty a vessel as the 
Ann .—CtUcutla Courier, Maif 2!7. 


* 

THE OPIUM QUI?STpN. 


Condemning, as we have done on public 
grounds, the interference of Govemment at 
all in the Opium question, we have paid little 
or no attention to tlic arguments assigned by 
the different parties, interested in the divi¬ 
sion of the “ bonus” for guiding the appropri¬ 
ation according to their respective views. It 
is but fair, however, th^eso parties should all 
be heard. We have already had the opiuions 
of the party, whiuii for brevity's sake, wc will 
call the Chinese party, and those of the 
** Strnits” party; but there is still a third who 
dilTerfrom both. This party so far agree with 
the “ Dissentients” as to doubt the impracti¬ 
cability of ascertaining what Opium was or 
was not sold on a given day ; and contend 
further, that'if any hpd been sold for time, 
'bill nndclivered.thcChiiicso purchasers wquJd 
punctually adhere to their bargains ; and 
that it ix not to bo supposed the Government 
ever contemplated giving sugli purchasers 
any share of the “ bonus.” The statement made 
at the Board Meeting l>y foe gentleman who 
wenf into the case so fully, that the large 
houses in Canton divided their sales into the 
beads of Patna, Benares and Maiwa, was quite 
correct; but he might have added, it would 
seem, that they separate the “old” from the 
“new,” periodically averaging ouithe piopor- 
tions among the reveral consigners and pro¬ 
prietors ; and therefore could be fully compe¬ 
tent to declare what “ new" opium was im 
stock on a given day, and to divide amqng 
the proprietors of such Stock the IdQ Hs,,,.pcr 
chest with as much facility as they appro,iyri- 
ate sales actually made. 


The objection of the^ party in question 
to the “ Dissentients” sharing proceeds on the 
same and on even stronger grounds, viz : that 
their opium has keen positively sold in the 
“ Straits ” and to a profit, and they ask, how 
can they expect therefore any part of the 
iudemuiiy ? 

We confess wc have not yet seen any great¬ 
er proof of opium being sold in the “ Stiails” 
than in “ China and without presuming 
i" mant/nas componere litcs" wc so far consider 
tlie ease of the “ Dissentients” unshaken as 
long as all shippers 'to China me to benefit 
witliont reference to sales or not. The G.> 
vernment, tiirongh Mr. Parker, profess en¬ 
tire indiircrence to the outturn of purclinses ; 
and only offers the bonus of it) lakhs as a coit> 
sideraiiou the effects of their q|vn acts, 
viz; enabling the stock in store here to be 
tiiiown on the Chinese market at a reduerd 
plliue. But it is evident they break tiiioiigli 
this principle, if any part of it goes to tiiuse 
wl»3 have sold ; and in equity and fairness, if 
they break it as (o sold “ Cliina,” so ought, 
they as to sold“ ^trails.”— Hurharu, August 
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To the Editor r^he Bengal Hurkaru. 

Sir, —I feel proud and highly honored by the 
distinguished notice that has been taken of'me 
by yUur cotempOraries of the Cottnerand Eng~ 
lishtnan. 


This third party, wlipse views we have thns 
sketched, consider that the grant of Govern- 
meat is solely ^.intended to indemnify parties 
whose inti 


imp<%|rtati] 
oonsequ . 

'iBS 

' One 
money 
this 
instri 



f«i mffy be aft'ected by a large 
om Calcnlta at a reduced price, 
0 that grant. 

nlty appears (o arise froteihe 
becoming peyabie in Canton ; hull 
k oonld .be obviated tbroegh the 
iy of the Company’s agettti. 


I bad thoaght that an hnmble Israelite like 
ptnyseff would have ranked far below the notice 
of two such nobs (take care your devils don't 
print it snobs, for I mean no disrespect.) But 
while I acknowledge the honor 1 cannot but 
regret their differing from ore in the matter of 
my friend, poor Cohen. 

The Courier treats me very nnfairly and states 
distinctly that lam actuated by party spirit 
in “ mistaking an abatement of price allowed 
on a falling market for a ttet profit in the ori¬ 
ginal parohanoi' ^ 



THR OPIUM QUESTION* 



Moroover, that it is not true th&t poor Co>) Ho imitates the batasslnjir and' Often iataf^ 
hen's purchases were cancelled without fat^jr^Ungr nicnibm'S-of the House ef ComnionO,', 
authority. jKiKno continually ory Ham«, Ms/ne. I shall an-^' 

jppj •^swer him according to another practice also' 
Veil known in tho said'August assembly, and 
an answer given uiid'er similar circatnsianoee 
some time ago by ono of his own correspon-' 
dents (reEpiNO tom [ think is tli'e name); 
viz, crowing, like a oiiantiGlear,ca8li>a-doodle> 
doo 1 

« 1 am. Sir, yours obediently, 

, . TOBIAS, OF'tHK tries O? ISRASt. 
CafeuttOf 20t& Aufftut, 1837. 


As far as the party spirit goes, I 
that noting half so bad ever entered intotny 
composition, and no man but the Editor ofj 
the Courier wonldtdream of so libelling ray hi' 
therto unstained character. 

I maintain that I have made nb mistake 
whatever regarding the premium given by Go¬ 
vernment to defaulting purQht^Bers at thefr 
opium sales. 


The Editor of the Couriei' has advanced no 
thing against my-argument, and I defy him or 
any one else to remove one iota of it. For, 
will any one deny that if 1 had been a dofani- 
tor like many of my Christain and Hindoo 
bretlicrn, instead of paying for ihy lots and 
shipping them to Singapore and* Penang, 
(where sonic chests are still niisold), will any 
one, I say, deny that my opium in that case 
would have cost moSlH) rupees less per chest? 
No, no, Mr. Courier, this won't do, 

The c.'incclling of my friend Cohen’s lots 
would be set aside in any Cour:. of Equity. 

Ho may, as stated, have formally resigned 
all claim to liis 900 chests. Uut what were the 
circiiiiistances under which he so resigned ? 
liid the Government deal fairly with him and 
make him fnlly acqiiHinted with thotlien po¬ 
sition of 0[)ium alfairs ? Hid they tell him of 
the bonus ? no, tiicy threatened him with a 
resale and all but put their threat into execu¬ 
tion : a course wliicli the Government will bit- 
Jf riy icgrct before the l.st December that they 
‘iid not follow, not only in Cohen’s but in every 
other case of simitar defaulting. 

The Government seems to be under the un- 
accnuntabledelnsion that there isc«ty one set 
of individuals that can buy opium. What 
would His Maje.sty’s Government at home say 
to the authorities at Ceylon were they to pa|f 
with ,U300,0<)U to some wild gamblws at their 
rinnamon sales, and givejis ihcir reason fftr 
,so doing that certain parties must be support¬ 
ed or we suffer in our rcveaine next year ? 
Wyiatwill Mrs.Grundy, of Leaden Hall Street, 
say to tho authorities here ? We shall see by 
and bye. 

My friend Cohen is then preoiseiy dn the 
same favourable position 1 placed him in on 
Friday last, as far as Regards anything the flou- 
rter has advanced to the contrary. Heisoutand 
out the greatest defaulter, and upon the Go¬ 
vernment principle is entitled to the greatest 
bonus. 

1 named 4,50,000 rupees as the sum he was 
entitled to, and most sincerely wish he my gel 
it. He cannot refuse poor Tobias a band- 
some commission on that amount when paid.- 

I perecive that Dear Staequeif is father net¬ 
tled at my pointinj^ut hissbuining and back¬ 
ing of these disonssions, aliAi at niy giving 
my opinion as to the caifse. For this he threa¬ 
tens to brush my face over with sqraething 
,with which Ito says fou ar{ glready ^is- 
figared. 


[rtirf. 

Tbo letter of no OAMni.GRin yesterday’s Eng- 
liehman, is too good to pass over without no¬ 
tice. 

It is quite clear, as stated by the writer,, 
that the Uowbay people have aright to com¬ 
pensation for the loss on their Malwa opium, 
which will ensue in consequence of the late 
proceeding.s here, Willi respect to the iteso- 
iulions come to by the Chamber of Commerce, 
we had heuid, that the first Resolution nega¬ 
tived on the amendment of Mr. H-'irding was, 
in general terms, pledging the Chamber of 
Commerce, as the repiesontalivo of the whole 
comitierciul interest of the port, to a vote of 
tlinrik.s to GovornmciU fair their concession to 
the Opium speculators, tho amendment of Mr. 
Harding being to the effect that the Chamber 
Ilf Comtnerce should adhere to its general rule 
not to mix itself up with party questions. Ano¬ 
ther long winded Resolution was then moved 
by Mr. Bruce, who, however, in a great mea¬ 
sure disclaimed the bantling be good iiatured- 
ly fiitliercd : which on the amendiiient oT, wo 
believe, Mr. Dearie, waM upset, *the amend- 
incn|,being that the meeting do adjourn m« 
die ,— Hurkaru, August 23. ^ ' 

We publish in another colnmn a letter in 
answer to tlial of N(t gambler in justice lo^ur 
informant. We have already said that the 
Chamber of Coiiimerce is alone an.swered for 
incorrect reports of its proceedings, because 
it will not admit reporters, and no person who 
takes partin a debate can be expected to bring 
away an accurate report from memory. 

There may not, however, be*in reality much 
difference between what both our correspon¬ 
dents imagined to be the opinion of the majori tjr. 
Many may not approve of the pitnciple of Go- 
vemment interference, yet may be very well 
satiafied to see their neighbours helped out of 
jWscrape, into wliich it must be allowed tlicy 
have been led by a vicious system. They may 
have been over eager iif the pursuit of gain 
and incorrect in their raloulations; but unless 
others are injured by thtfsaM given tiieni, we 
do not think it will be considered ill-timed or 
ii^'udicious. Our correspondent, m gambler, 
speaks of the injury which the Malwa pur- 
chas'eni are likely to suffer from the act of the 
Bengal Government, but we cannot think that 
they .have any raoie claim to consideration, 
than tbe-dealers in Turkey opiuiS’. In 
if the Bengal Government, as a mooopeli^ 
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tHE OPmM questiok; 


GOutd so coBiiiifit tftBlr iBonopoIj, as to orash 
alJ ri-vals, lli^y be justified in lho sati^, 

roanner that a irailosiimii would be m tinder- 
sellin^bis neij'ltboiirs. The fault irs in the Ip- 
Ifislalore which permits the monopoly/ not hli 
thfiauithorities who rnanage it, and who have 
only to consider profit and loss, and are not 
required to look at the trade as statesmen. 

That the pkisent indul;;«nec will tend to. the 
speedy downfall of.tUe whole system we firmly 
believe, but we shsuld he sorry to find that the 
merchants of Calcutta were sitiretrerefrom the 
chanite, arid we think that no blame eau be at¬ 
tached to those wh'o have pnrsned their own 
interests in what appeared ts them the best I 
way, merely because the system itself is a bad 
one. The Board have declared that the Qu- 
vernment do not seek to favor the iiicrchanis, 
but merely to protect their own revenue, and 
no one can dispnte that they havC’li full right 
to do that in whatever they may think the best 
way, even by selling (heir opinni at one bun- 
diredVupees per chest, if they think by so do¬ 
ing they can crush competition.' 5f they did 
so, the purchasers could not complain, as the 
Governinciit is under no pledge to tlicm as io 
the manngeineut of the inoriopoly for the en¬ 
suing season, and eonsequenily it would be 
merely a question, as Mr. Parker has told us, 
of profit or loss to tlie revenue. The gentle¬ 
man whose washerwoman sent him iiouiedanip 
linen, told her to calculate whether she would 
lose more by using more coals than by killing 
a customer. And this principle guides the 
Board; they do not like to kill customers ; 
tliougli they might expect a fresh set—tliey 
have ^n aifection for'the old hands, who have 
so long berg engaged in the tiade.— Enfflixh- 
, man, Auffust 20. ‘ 

jJTo the Editor of the Ent/Kshman. 


pf the mercantile body, either M represented 
|iy the dbatribef of Coramorce or otherwise. 
|nt even this resoncce is but ti-rnporary; 

is the cancer which is eating up the 
monopoly, and is perhaps the best illustration 
that ever was known of Mr. Huskisson's cele¬ 
brated assertion that the siuaggier was a public 
benefactor. 

, 1 am, yours, 

Ibid,'] ' A MERCHANT. 

BONVSTb THE Ot'IUM SHIPPERS. 

We understand that the question of the ted 
lakhs bonus to the Opium shippers was settled 
in Conncil to-day, by adopting tlie plan pro¬ 
posed by tlie trade at the meeting oKbo IGth 
instant, without any modification, asitaiipear- 
ed to bo approved by a great majoi ity of the 
parties cunnerned. Shippers to the Stiait, 
prior to the 1st of May, are therefore excluded, 
whilaall other shippers share equally, w.'iclber 
to tlic Straits or to China .—Calcutta Courier, 
Augmt 23. 

We are requested to state, for the informat- 
on of one OF THE protestEKS, that the requi- 
.sition for a Meeting of the Chamber of Com¬ 
merce upon the opium question, had eleven 
signatures—not /our only, as lie asserted yes¬ 
terday. By the rules of the Chamber no ic- 
quisition^of subscribers for a meeting would 
be attended to, unless it bad at least ten sig¬ 
natures. 

The llurkaru says to-day: 

“It is quite clear that the Bombay people 
linvc a right to compensation fur the loss on 
their Mai\va opium, whicli will ensue inoouse- 
qiienee of tlie late procccdiiig.s licTe." 

But nine day.s ago, tliey weic ooinpliincntcd 
by the same Journal upon tlieir dexterity in 
having brfimght about these very measures: 


Sir,—^Yoiir i:orres(>ondcnt,jso gambler; has 
impugned the accuracy of the few notes which 
I gave you as to the meetvng of the Ctiamhcr 
of Comiiiei re. I must he permitted to .set him | 
right on some points. He assumes that you 
and the Courier received your information 
from a common source. Tliis is incorrect. 1 
have mentioned no partiniilars of the meeting 
to any one but yourself, and di4 not .see the 
Cownsf till afteayour paper of yesterday was 
pnblislied. 

My own opinions coincide .so nearly 
those of your correspondent, that I was afraid 
of giving my impressions rather tliati those of 
the meeting, and I stated wlial appeared to 
me on enquiry to he the fact without a WOK*^, 
of comiiieiit. Perhaps well timed and ti^eU in¬ 
tended would liave Oeen more curreet, than 
well, limed and judicious, as it is principally 
the latter word tu^rrhiob your correspendent 

g jl^y pwil opinion is, tliat the Govern- 
1$ not ; ririderstood the real state of the 
rit would not have attempted to prop 
■monopoly which mnal fall in spite of 
[Tort to soppoFt U, though you will sae 
wishes as to the times and numbeie of 
lUiiTg sales and the quantities to bo 
at each, will bo ottoaded to, and tho»o 
' ' 


“ Probably one of the cleverest things that 
>as been done throughout this opium busi¬ 
ness, waS'Mie getting up a petition by the in- 
tlBenee of the Maljva speculators to postpone 
the Bengal sale, some time back. Every hour, 
which saw our opium unshipped, was a God¬ 
send to them; and well have they by U.” 

As our contemporary has become so warm a 
patron of the Malwa Opium trade, for the 
veiy reason that it is injurious to the interests 
of the Indian revenue, we will enlighten him a 
little about the manner in whiob Opium bar¬ 
gains arernadeat Bombay, by subjoining veria- 
tim an extract froma letterjust received froma 
Parseemerchant. Tbe gamblingofthe Opium 
buyers in Calcutta appeats to be nothing to 
what is going ori at Bombay, where the re¬ 
finements of slock Exchange time bargains 
have been introduced in all their variety. But, 
perhaps, in the eyes of the Hurkaru, the dif¬ 
ference of iongitude may sanctify gamliJingat 
Bombay, however indigaantly he may oon- 
deinn it hero; ' 

“ Our opium‘trade goes here on a quite 
difierent system tlian^cfore; it appears to be 
a jregular gambling amongst the Natives and 
Europeans, wlidch 1 do not know how it will. 
turn by and b^. 
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tlie bargain mo^ey, a«d some you may t>« «««« «#»«* tarn ^ 

«nS^h»f J”5 f‘ri®“ oppasilion Vail.*8V® 

and that of nicelpt,%ay aiiuttrorSiOto 1001^. lape prepare rnywlf to ia«pBbcla:}i« , 

sucli as It may be on the ocoasiop. ftafeatial ei^r <b» proportma ^hoi 

There fs anotker dealinR to which they call *2 J?!! 

here Tickhy 6iilly,the.nfeahiQ|r of which is that, thwf t«gai!?J ^ 

a person, buying Tot a fishd'ratl sofae opiaw «»< of «o«rie, will io4»0o.tboni‘te«oro#i^t|,^.| 

deliverable at a oertaia ,thnot 001^8 90 40 40)00. ®** ” v„«. uu-vt.!-' ? 

achest, apd whon ttisdae, the«elhMr'aiayJ«> . .,, Yout bttmbie serfaot, ^ 

dine it if the drag is raiine at hiirttOr’prioesv AS O^WM OBSlSfc 


a chest, apd when it is due, the sellar'aiay JO- . ,., ,, 

dine it if the drag is raiing at highOrprioesv '> , 

the poreliascr being abie to ptesh fur it RH# 1937 

tliQS forfiet the-bargain mnney vibe versa* ^ 

There is another sort o( Gaily ; tlml is,-the' 
pnrcliaser may compel the seller to.reoeivd ' ^ 

his opium bargainod for if the price is iow,> _ Vn«i,B» 


[iliul. 


parchascr may compel the seller to .reodvd To the ^twtf tke Engli^m. , " , 

JiLSr.i'.T.'ltlLn.t 'LX& M«kS 'S’;™ *' 

rrio\?rkX“KT,.ryhw 

Ml,ndy Gully ; .which means, tijat the por, 

chasers hoving'agrecd to receive froip.lhe set- ^ ?!!nv nt^rearMestild io jLe 

lor a certain niimhei of Chests, paying the bar- "if 


at the time of receipt the price happhniog to "iT. 

be low; the former is at liberty to receive or V " 
not, loosing the bargain money ; the latter 

conid not forro him to recoive it month foi»»tje months at 

-T • i hot preferaW/ fw the first eiyAt monthr^ 


Couri., .1 uyust 2S. . • Zrr /ear ^a^^ that 

times qnantUes,'and obndHimiS'otrght to bo 
To me of the Preleiteri. given at least si* months before the new sea- 

Dbar Sir,-— 1 have this day seen in the .. , , . . .i t _ _ m 

HuribarM your letter to the Cowrirr, remarking My opinion is tiiaitha sub-monopoiy wifi 
on my boiniimnication to that paper two days keep the sales down to fenr or five at 

ago; and'with your leave, will make a-few ®osl» and tliat thoy.will roSbmpiend a, ,, 
observations. large sple atthe commencement, and.one or 

__ .. , ' at.' Iwo stnalljiaies in succession* though jt mu*t 

Yoa arc wident y, as no gamblrr ^ys, one |,e evident that only particular interestil*(not 
of the « infiuential Members’ of Ttlie Chitmbee ^jj^se of the revenac) can be served by such a 

aT V Ik <k»sB>i BS vw esviAuvm sd> asesl' ^ . 


ofCommercel. your bearing avows it, s^an. 

your knowledge of its tendencies, vij^djeates ■ 
your title to the distinction. I am an Opium J ~ .. 
Dealer, who innocently flioi9g1it, witli^some 
others, that it wjiS no unbecoming thing . to 
pass a vote of thanks to Goverififnent for .lire 
nssisfhnce we expected to receive. You how¬ 
ever have looked upon the whole matter as Dv< 


, Iam*yourB,. 
‘Eaglithnum, Avy, 24.] 


A KBBCHAj|rr. 


Tpthe Editar.af the EngHthnmn. . 

Dvar SfR,— Your correspond etot nO 0AiHBt.kR' 


absnrd ; and having rallied the disciples of b$s lotjfiite cat out of the ba^. What tpiB'^ ' 
Say and Sismondk have, a|«io|t hurJeed ear eaiitof^hU job by our hrethrea at Bombay 
expectations ; ab fepveramqpt, it is «ported UoabHeSs they will be hearly as wralhieiii*. 
have, listened favorabty to your ii^uentiai a,n4«x,press fully a^ roo«h disgust «t the 
objecitons, and/considwlag the ' gretT, ittWof iiioGof«rn^iiiasthedlAl»ierestedan<i : 


present, sdme^^^ a hundred diit 

Riming, that no party shaft ho ■iwved'J-^.^,? .tnodsand chestsof this s^r 

I atsnre yon, f khpuld^;ftdyif#r'thtj|[)^elljlf, vi^>,Beng»t|[1iij»hm, Oor 'ftomhajr and Mglwa 
if it happen tas rather' (fiihi"^'4oiih friends wiii - eieai'fy bb of opipioh that the 

hoped to^l^et, 4 wfmid readily JOlil^’^gntr'.and' only'proi^r mode ihr'' .^dbe^pnicdt to have' 
includethe'mftitu in the/aS:vd«a»hte#,fcdni - actl^ wohirfbiavebefew tn'i^ve left things, to . 
peiisation. But Here1t4s, thd^yonr ihimf.fa'tfiis- find fheir n^p leveK*? chesis woal,d''> 


been in error ;—mihw did not ex'etude ^ 
tain bbestsof Gp<iinA,'(t^p^>to '8'jt), IrefRua 
of aiiy disiiketp thddifcoittem* 
ftoip Its being Known fwIt ^Vernmedlr wib 
nof give any tfeiicftdBfftff)S^pih|&?i4i4^ttM^ 
been ascertained tiiai tliefiinjurity of%h.fti|P|r 
had camera fair profit ('undw/to were 


Jiiot tlidp whst'wonia have been' saiid'pit'tbif., 
wirty wdvKllij^ess of ourrttlefs'hOT'f'.A'f^Jtt**'' 
pi(y 'fhafr 

'hpeiied,4odBthV^at it iabbftef to dp iiri^|'.l»to 




OiaUl^Mtty dfi< 
allow ttaii ia £ ppfiitlotL 
and ero\?arf awWnt tpe 

Jlp )»e adopted h$ ni^M 

y 0 on ercrr [^liolple «Y !«Mi 
poUojr a« thon^ Inodo^it attetafnf 
ed leaalt ai tM odldltes^ aaonfl^Or 

r»«bat two spo^a bf doing 

so, IJho ifst a porommorf fptedy Will tho‘ 
ttn«]ear«d,o|yttm aiteiMM^dll ^ib a teleiMo 
pf d.fposite, Tbo fotpo measan pT 

relief ddeqnate to tbd (teM. Thp objeot %t 
both being to aend on tho opiom ao SpOedlly 
4 |j) poaaible to CMoa wUb tpe axpms view of 
fmdprpatjy^g m Matwa drpg, what wooid 
Mry JiOtniMte jrlooda nave said to are«|uil|i, 
;vbwh inigbibaaobr«»Ut the price down to 
|KM riipoea aebeat? Why, they woa|d bave 
fteoti in a iBocb Woyae predioanaent than now T 
The Oo^ermnent have, however, conaidered 
the aabjoetin a moreatatesiDanlikO and liberal 
porot o( view than to proceed with a meaanre, 
whtrh white it maat have itavokred a large 
porUon of the avercantile community of C«i> I 
qntta in irretrievable rain, might, and would,! 
in all probability, have alter all failed in its 
object. They appear to bave said, would it 
be liberal, would it be wise, would it be honor- 
nble, wouM it even bO honest, after having 
rapaatedly granted indalgenoe and ted the 
speoalators to believe that we would 
nfft epfaroo sates after having received a de« 
posit, SOf to take advantage of a lortultoos 
egmoartenoe of oiroamatanees^ both in Eqg* 
land npd in China, which were totally beyond 
fhe Boptro) of the paatlei, and by forced 
st^salesnod forfeitnre of deppsita ccnnplete 
fhair ratal'' And «ven after Uiat w as elfeotod 


fhair ratal*' And «vea after Uiat w as effected 
Where are the luadf to fome froip to clear and 
ahip ihe optom to China instanter ? 

< 

Now to any one who ,Tefleots for a moment 
IbjA apparent that the neasore proposed by 
jgsrtStrament will uadoabtedly effect its pnrmpe 
«f causing the parcbaseirs to clear their opinm 
On or before ^e stated periods of tOth Septem¬ 
ber, tbth October, and let OenemhrttOn which 
days peremptoiy rn-eales of idi unelenved Ipts 
‘Will taWe place, and not oaly tQe 4 nho*H; but 
ilie honna of ,300 rupees in the eaily and 160 
an the dune sale wifi be forfeited. The parties 
ate dias Wider no less a penalty thaa TOO 
rupees per flbest on the 3 ffrst, and 686 rupees 
an the dune sale, shonld their lot* net be 
eteered, and after all,the gross revnaMO re- 
eyfiidngf te oevemmeelk Orni eneW^ VW lalrits, 
ffl^ore than that rsaliiim last year, and more 
lydd double Vdil if vrUb thdMf-dyrtfU yeate 


M ^rfing Ihei^nats con¬ 
nected wnh fhe odlotn trade proMsi's, Uiut nil 
the oorreitpondenee dftiie aemmutee should 
be laid bu die table. Tii^re is no We*ewd- 
eSrain'’' dwilt in this ilp of eunduet. But ihe 
(.proposal Is negativeif by the Chainbei, who 
Ikteteln, in'my opiulou, acted wisely. 

[ k gem^Pi dear Sir, your obedient servant, 

I t tv O. P. 

Cdkutfaf Avg> 21, ll^* * {Ib%4, 

The ‘Opinm disoareiom fwa dlcited many 
strangeo) inions, meny strange docirines, many 
Strange priaWplee, but w« think, if any thing 
itrauger than the followiug be behind, lan¬ 
guage will be both bankrupt and beggar, in 
respect to expreseioas of wwoderment 

“ ArS fpr Nie interests of the specnlatorv tq 
Malwa Opium on the other a|ds of India, tor 
whom a> writer in the BogtuHmm (alluded to 
by a nncooisr) endeavnujs to make out a 
ease, it 14 i«alii quite nhsurd to suppose Go¬ 
vernment would lodemnify them toi any loss 
incident to a forced depression of niiccs heie. 
It IS the very game Ibe Beng.il Gotemment 
has been playing all along, toleiee the Melwa 
drug out of the market, if passible, by annu¬ 
ally ineieasing the supply ; and when the pii- 
oes of the season opened so high at the Ja¬ 
nuary sale. It was a sonree of regret tliat this 
eircomstance would apt as a aiimnlus to the 
Malwa cultivation. The Bombay people know 
this very well; they know the existence pi the 
Malwa cultivation to be a thorii in the side of 
ibe Bengal Opium monopoly, and that vari¬ 
ous scheraos have been attempted at differ¬ 
ent periods to restrain it. They know that 
tlie tnnbit of the arliele tq Bombay is licen¬ 
sed only as oputtlltr, beeause it would other- 

: tee go to Oawaun without paytngaoy tri- 
ttteht.allto the Biitisb Goverumeitt. They 
(know teateitfaei the trade would be inteidiot- 
ed altogether, vr it would be subjeoted to an 
equalling duty of some,6 nr 600 rupees or 
more por rhesi, nr it would be brought under 
monopoly as in Bengal, Utbe wlmle coast line 
could be sealed. And why ts U not! we have 
often asked. Hoiy die* B happen that a fo¬ 
reign power like ^tngal U allowed to hold 
two insignificant pwrte tstothe Gulph of Cam- 
bay, of po value except by the opportunity 
ther affttednf ffUttluA a atttaH tetenun irom the 
Mniwa Opium pi teeeostof a bundieateld 


gp I J I ' { 0 : 

One w4nA.te As fbe Aotermuf Cni|riMr^*''i< A 

« s<k|pir(f Qropoaest0getu|ia*sUietly 
htJdllMdM rooiMiwf the eCfiiissidter 
eet thwarted by th^wthenn; 

ay«(|r fuk^otty to bw rihat 
B(Ui»gs,s|A pubiio itusepM 
he i^ntifnidwhen 
J7tthtedx«MMle .them, wye 
g coaduetea their Uegoeuttene in 

A 


telupg Iteiwww A Wa. uypnpg 

SthesameB«mt«i^jej|Stmptte-^^ twice 
9 net reteBue this would be 


tke net rjsqeBue tiiM jjfteWT this would be 
:iMmferiiiigiS;betteuvmppn|'ertogal, not doing 
her an intnfv. and never did expedieney 

Mve Afon diffeientl i}r-|KMwere, Aupwil Bf. 


• '5^««ni»nitiBed t« ««» wif iHfOtimr 

quite tftkeii ubaofcitf ofr eoMmefor 
flie wdunpati^it eftlie Potttt|(at 9 e tfnirl* of Hia 
and 0einnan. Ite has lodesdf of yMiind at «9 
tint's, like ouiselves, condemned that ncMl- 
terfcrence nolicy, wVmh restram the firiUift 


^ ’ 

t«pWoStat 


Government fiom ri^Orniiafr native |« 


'«#0 as 


isa-- 

ji»gi^a!y5SSit t4^ 



tnentv, to whom it<i protection U extended, apd 
npon occasion would go the Whole hog add ^t 
them aside altogether, ^otbeoease Ahereeae 
be no othei cause) th* 9? i* JIlirppaaii 
power—one of the least wdcotahle, hy the bjre, 
and not on a very CnentHr footing with ns just 
now—happens to float over the watli of thhse 
two places, they are to be left aiano—to he 
allowed to do os any Injury whalevef idiailt m 
actual war, which to be sure isnotasnoh to ha 
apprehended. Is n senons gttevahoe to ho 
endured without applvlng n Vemedji wUhin 
one’s teach» a remeuT too that will positively 
benefit both pmtres^ 1!%«re oan be no rpjar^ 
where more tha» antule iddemnitjf la given. 
The Fienih nothorities M India a little tinsd 
back, opened a ncgonlation for the transfer of aft 
their sninll r,ietoitesiii Indiato us,inexchange 
foi anexii nded ariondisemeptat Pondicherry. 
What is to picvent oor opening a siiAtlar ne-; 
gOGiation at Goa, and offciing money (with or 
without ooinineicUi advantages, subh as the ! 
liberty oi tr idp with Bomb ly on an equal foot* i 
ing with Biitish anhjerts) instead of teritory^ 
lithe Viceroj of Goa rbfnseto negociate, or 
decline to net dcllntiiely in the matter with¬ 
out instructions from his Court, tkeemergen- 
oy in a finani lal point of view would justify 
our occupying the northern ports in the mean 
time, subject # an adjustment Of the terms 
b< tween the tw •> Guvernmonts in Borepe. We 
have been told that the subject has often been 
broDght to the noticeot the Court of ipireetors 
—in vain. This is not surprising; the Com¬ 
pany cannot meddle with European polities 
npon the European stage of diplomacy, add 
what do the King’s Ministers know t^outitie 
Bengal Opium Monopoly and the Matva onrej 
tivation ^ Tho odious name of monopoljf ts 
enough to create a pVejudioefii^iRMtbOfdr* 
mer, even svithfn the pieeiooU of Downing 
Street, and an indisposition to make anv meWe 
to distuib the thiivlOg /lee Oade of Demano 
and Bombav. TIte move siiodld be made in 
India, as it has been ih the case of the Press, 
iti the ease of the filenral 'Transfi hod Town 
Dnties, and we mi{(^ phtbaps ad<U io al¬ 
most every case Of great psfMto heflhot of JIO- 
Ittteal importanOe; and theta Will he ntt oif- 
Bealty to find a justifidatiOtofof ifidtheihiltrtt, 
There was a time when ovotiMfiarg wtthdhinriied 
on between the BritSih seUlehlhntf If thdin 
add other Em opean fcotiteifleWti,. whiie the na- 
rent GoverhmenU were M I^Vaeo. > TltK We MV'# 
no desire to take a pieceflefiV ffotn anWh -an 


anumaiogs state of things. The politics pf 
Europe lu the presciif day, fuvalsh Whjiiafgft 
examples of iiiterventinn aad Obmi 
rangements, justified only uy p retf'l 
Od benefit to the general intefobw. 
the Frdneh ooenpatton of t 

>w'lhnd has taeitiv sanfitkOiMi. ’oh. 
dt Vienna did thO buslnOsshy whoi 


KaJfSSkfS SPS 

some groat iwwor was o^oeerped, so^ 
not qaite so godorons as Gfoa* 
opened itshhnSlte givo, and wdtodboihk^Oh 
retnni. 

The Sut^utm affeofs to bo astonUhod fa 
hoar Such dootrines from ** the vlndioator 
the Bsdah of Jynteab/’ Where is the sliisiM- 
IV between the two oases? between the opn- 
fisoation of a domaio* and the pnrehaseof Ona 
for more than itsvalnetotlto seller ?—C«/cat» 
Coiarier, 24. 

*• O aobl* mdge • Q exeellsnt yoimg mtn 1 
'fw very true O wwe and uprwht judge! 

Ilow tacih more elder art thou, than thy looks 

&hyMe, 


To the Editor if t^e EhyitfhiMia. 

Desn Ma- Bmroa,—Voor oorrespondeat, 
whose letter appears in yonr paper of to-day, 
under theslgnature of O. D., is a meat amnamg 
fellow. Me pate forth his propositions with 
the greatest oleamtss, and draws his eonelu- 
slons most logical ly I Tho language which bf 
puts into the mouta of Government is aajnst 
and appropriate as pan well be fmfgiued t tho 
admirable nianner in wbidh he speaks of tfaf 
power! that bO, is sure to attraot the twtioe of 
my Lord Jkooklkhd. who, 1 frnSt, srili ipwaid 
this eloquent advocate of the acts ot the Go- 
^•emor-ueneral ia*Coanoil. 

<* Would it be liberal," says this Speosal 
pleader," would it be liberal, would it he wise, 
would it be faonoiable, would it even be 
honest, after having repeatedly granted indON 
gence and led the opiam speonlatom to believe 
tbat We would not enforoO sales, after paving 
received a dephsit, now to tafce^ advantage 6f 
a fortuitous concurrence of oitonmstanceo, 
both in England and Obina, which were iptally 
beyobd thoouiitropi of tho patties, add by 
fioreed resales and fotfeitttre ofdepesitseom- 
|dete their ruin ?" ‘ 

.J*o*Ai# long-winded floen the* 

It woa^bg perfectly woihl, wise, hoflor^|p, 
and hopeii^ «f thwparUWovpromenao have 
enforced oondttioiM of tlm beoanse 
there is no breach of liberality^isdem, lionor, 
or hoe«»*r. i» boliMng a tpan !b hu bargain j 
and admitting th« dMeWsAent led ipenuiav 
torstobeUeSe tbidrint woudidops nenW nsd 
b«e»foii*ued{(wliihia«diid they dosof) 
wso swiWfasM»d*'wJ!^ oeweapottw^ 
[iait'IshldWHr late than newf andft 

tftmhfCWlldilhjMe that those partiel wfobaa 
.IfIdDid ttfeW^HWagementi with ^eriimenl^ 
g ftwihSir Opwm, aad who wrh.lrawyf 

* I i 






tte CJlilna IpprttW aad; 
oUi«r eafliMy^tt)4 liftvQ {lad the oi^grtuQljly 
<af’c^^w'P^K^IldppHes at a mfSik^d rdte^ 
per ch^sivtf tha^Mfi pUaia 

’•^■^lissesr losses eai6il^"'iiwh6 5v'a 
•a who hiVe been" 

t^o .tlif triofc,'*' than l 

says the 

s'tp, .hwnh 

f-j 

tTioy Ig eoQt«; fnaras. 

*f, l$lh Optft^r«, aopj, uu 4)«pipia)benl 
sad.hpott lvjjlr,;.Mit^Jtht ■ wttli 
6 lafens, <iie,^il|lj^i^1;nht. hhtw^homla^ 
»the needrol, aad''6oventteeht wilt be In 
,t,Uieinaie.‘f;i)4ltian'that th«j were- befbi^ 
gave hdeh 10 lakhs; fnr/^fs i» 
ct IHsnnippatAfUlie bootl«‘ihe tS bhigg. 
Bh-BbiDiBlal affair. 

‘l»yoeee4, liowever^,. w|tS -bp telle 

that a{tbn #iieh ^iaiB;i!ip reipaias ipnclear- 
aon th'e^j^v>,(4}u%)r<>dt billy fire the ,de.>: 
s.tp be. the bonas of 300 

es on tho eaily sales, and 150. rapeea gn 
tine ^ale, wUl be forfeited,” By the way* 
can a Suin hefArfeited, .wfaieli one has 
ppsselsed f . for forfeit. tabe it, means 
.{!iing fost.. BiiVnever mindi.the parties, 
v4|^r the penalty, therefore iliitjf will clear 
'tor the 8,5^ chpsts ;^iTor^ says this 
. P.y “ towny one who reflocts for a 
it is apparent that the measure pro* 
by tSavetfiment will' ntidoabtedly effect 
t^,eansiaff>^the parahasers to clear 
oh pi^ b^re tiva' itated period 
moreiwbr,'*’* ’the revenoO'' wHh lienbSt' 30 
more.thaii last year! _ CPhese 30 lafcbs 
loto givb tp’thespeecitators next'sdasoA.) 
,«Mr. Oi 1P.',3r^u'hdye shnled the matter 
> to ynar bwn aatSsfacti^: bat op Atarts 
({aesUfin again, where is the money ta, 
1 from ?. liiaaDtime? I ask .Oovernmeht,' 
'yoo wish <*yoh p»ny got it f To obviate 
« diffiobity, I'.propowj' that the-fellotr'-^ 
he adopted,'Ti«.,'lst., Idt Oovemment 
Wdsapee apk>n tlie ff,S00 cheOts now ih 
'pdWtis de porphastH’S onahib to olbar,' 
‘dfUi ibh; bbnas; .tidcir^ 'dsttphippeds bftls 
tiaa npViivtbe' nsolt berets.' If a' profrl 
m, h will go'tp;l(liB, s)H|iper { if th«>re:be a 
that>mast WhohjAVlw Government,-a» 
tding Ah the i)hi4,.of individnat^i^'who 

Whie'a 


.gaftema]ailh,Tet''1%b'4)V00eliesto^ <witl saH in' 
<;hi»h¥aat SOffthpaes had IW vopees low^ 
^ban tt^wwold habe 'dener had- tba.^^lS :t«kba 
dhtwa iMtbh lv|ttnbi)d), P-tft MtedisiBatiaatib'. <pr«*> 
lai*^''|(^'id|Nw and Samka l*#' 

said|bni»^%!»l ** tluita 

thtt'^e^ •* itafh they then^ filiied in .their 
t^^*it,ttd,ih»tix.'7 :; ", 

' never again wxtt# ttpidi a^uestioti 

of srbieh'hektinws'ijsatbivtg.: ■<{■■•■ ! 

iani, dear yours truly, 

' r'' ■ • ^ OoiTff pohTfetrf.^ 

ChiiBUtM, 34; 183t. . 

I [^yiurMpn, 25. 

.Slfe..arV iPriWsly ' that' bhr' evening 
eoataihpbrai^;oaa hpan pating opium^as well 
af^.iprmpg aboat it, frointho confusion of ideas 
id palpate in,his tiyd or three last editorials 
on the subject. 

■Testefdaji he quoteb tliO follotring para¬ 
graphs firom bar atrtleles written at an interval 
of nine or ten days, and holds them up by im¬ 
plication, not only as invotving'an in ounsis- 
tancy,bjit as containing an express approba- 
bation of gambling in the drag at Bombay, 
whilst reprobaUng it in JCalootta. Our readers 
will at a glance perceive neither allegation is 
borne Q,utby the facts ; and that the passages, 
referring as they da to two distinct .ineasare.s, 
are quitg compatible, and in u#degree ,toueh' 
the guesllon 6f gambling.. 

In relation to the postponemerit of the sale 
from^A.pril to Jane, which was understood to 
hove been mainjy,effected by the parties in-, 
terested ip Malwa Opium, we said,’" Pioba- 
btf nup.pf tba olevrest tiihigs 4h.at lids been 
^pne IbfWghout this opium buaipess, was the 
getting ap.« petition by;4be influence , of the. 
Alalwa speeulators to .pgtstppue the Bengal 
sate, ,«pmb'' ti'the baek,. hour, wliich 

saw Adr .opiam.nnsh%mqd,.wkA h g«d-sead to 
,tb<|«i, and well have tJhcy^ailfed by it and 
refelrcing yeasterday '<0 the grounds’ou which 
tbe.Guvefnimebt reatt. itf defeRpe pf granting 
d''*bPR*>A/' %hb.hol4br«dl-ApiaiAjiu<lhina. viz. 
thi|i lh'«ar.owRt^aoj^,«^Qld:(^^ a.j-edi»'>tion in 
vg|pe.|hWpr||t;p|pd^^ und knnwr 

idf t]l^ a gfeiM.pr^er^^ of thait .atook was 

a truism, 

when.v^d|Sh||Mio.d sii!Ph^ouudi «tba,j»pi»- 

Aoumauiatiw for 
l||t£g«a.JQ(p|tim whidh Willuiw 
. oohii^qde|»th;^'jtbt»;'^/.prpeeedii»ga 

Js jiie 


'imw 



j^ltlded them to dilj 








fiieiropUim: butt 1 i«priea«iita<»t:ofti^^ov«fii;^l 

WMit in, as we may «af> viM(««iW4 

tfiiao^ 7 orSiOOO-ohesta e 1 ^e ieopal'diiised bjr:it. 

Afl <0 the Kamhlfag at B'oinbay;'tiiM. 

bicng at Oaicatw/there ia 

enoe ; but it‘makes the wb0l4 ^ 

the Bombay, Gavertifnent Ima 0 ; 0 ]iJh.tbe' 

game, RQr ^iejce^ op the loseil. ‘ 


would have gone out of Us way*,!© 
fered in the Opintn Qaeatiod;'Md^it'I'wan 
confined to A and B,, thtCfAfestt- 

ment became a party,aiid«thei^pa^UA!*iiUer«it* 
concerned, it was caljl^ei|,«pqii ^ d^^it.. 

We have already refered to thb extraordi¬ 
nary positon of our ootempprory, that in order 
to protect the Bengal monopoly:* Jli!e^>h!iti> 
tied in seizing upon the territories of our Ally* 
the Qneen of Portugal, who, ^ , eohm*,'*, 

is to be satisfied with aft ** Bin|ite pSeimtar^ 
indemnity,’' national hooei* snd dignity bjaiflg 
contemptnouily put dtd|Mde.' iskoer- 
tainly as ‘exquisite an 'eXpO!>Uidft Of t®e 
of Interference with <he pFopOrty Of ,Another 
contrary as we believe wist ever pdblndrad, 
and which the next editor of VattOf pbghf to 
atfix in the shape of a prefopo, as a<.p 9 w.di»< 
eovery. He might take tut his tpatto, 

'fhe ff^od old rule, the simple. pUo, 

That tliey should takei who have the power. 

And (bey should keep who can,"' • , 

But besides PoHdgal, the eentralr states Of 
India have some little 'interest in the opium 
question ; and -we sliould like to know how 
that is to be provided for. We have already 
bad some cxpetBbnee of the eonseqaences of 
an nlteinpt to introduce the monopoly system 
there; and we should recontinend to our cp>' 
tempoiary the pernSat bf lliO I^esplniibp b,n 
that subject of the GovOrnor-Ocheral in eoun-' 
cit, dated the Ifith of June,,18:29. ^ , 

We cannot eon^nde this article, wHIioai 
athidiug to a letter in the 
which the'writer iddiOroctsIf lissnraes ibe 
Ooverninent to. soltfOq.oise "‘this effeCtl^ 

“ Would it be UbBihl, Vedld It Wbouestt, 
wntjfH it be homrl^ble.'tefj^iiftsetttd'tbit'pfitttipft^ 
ofour excel lent oustomei^ opium ^eWm- 

tors ?" and he theft argn^ ttrtt'tfte iner(^t|.tfi#' 
contniunity eogbt lo thanfe'^l hal; sncb'nebl^ 
sentiments, wndsneh fi^wttdrfng^am'desneoliba, 
wilfully shottinghls^ifrktp'Jiri: Pfrkli^*„ 
ciai and memorable 
Government thought 

dispose of the opium, IbkAS# 

thpomelves. There neW. Wi^iiyi-lhhW 
ao»'‘ of greater slult^llSlAtklfJl^%^^i»fe df:*® 
thanks under sueb oi|hi|tft4^hiKW1^d'^bniy 
thing a| al|^«omiogn 0 fcT‘|t.|lii^'||#,i^»iyh^ 
lent, is the story of ihe n<Brnt'^;,ii|^f|(,,;sl|!^’ 
boasted to his 
ar leriipi ip w^lghho 
thhdlh whilst. ttll 0 nir& u" 
tb y«a,f wms thi^g Ml 

tjbd 11,1688 hjpt, 


41 ,.. 


jsgy, epmmend am 









ftdi«d»t'"‘0f4hd'hag,^.t ^ 
m % .!b#..¥eedMed‘ '■ thtjl^idaneA .o|. tl«K'.' 

4h« feaaooyk '«|i..w.hicb.^^e‘ present grai^-Ti' 

oBi''^ .. . 


led. jrf the ^^tltmerg'tflnd aifOwed 
^(’^owct'amodi,Ts'''i^st^low)i.:s;^' ^ 

Wni^'it Is bontldvred in ffeScutM a' statii^’ 
ntoftlfice'Md'Ithehaf p^dchedtftg on the'vpaVf* 
ofgbverdhiemt^tp dpltola’a^eyiteift .of the veH- 
est gambling is existenbo'ilifxei^ihg in the; 
aimpqnt of flakes qnd ruiaqosoonsequences qjil 
ihe hiddnessof^h ItSfee (rataWUondociedby Wie,* 
old esiabibSl^d and rehped^hle firms, is Saiqt 
;JDimes'-flreet aftd the “.’Palplg ^yaf; and; .i*(‘; f 
or'dor.tO protect, flte old'o,Bmdteel-sln'''«ei^^bhV^^ 
slpcsd it IS jnstiiiabld, ilbefal^'.wise and' hOiibi^! . 
rahle to reSort.lo da^ sprs tneshs of-rajniiig \h<^' 
prudent and (but for titls^ ant) prosparoap; 
Bombay therchaiits ; wh^tfoiy '*^9. i™“’^ 
posp} liiid by Qotdtpment on his iiiej|Feh'a.ndise,' 
and'in the sfnrplibify df iiih ,iteld:| (abei'es thdt 
saeil' Gdverwttffirel'is bound to adinfqiste'r.Jiifi’i' 

partial j«sflbe-td^^limt.bo are its sobjmJW*. / ' 

O, P. aifiriBs.^tlrat two courses, only w.ers : 
open to Ooverniftont 1 affirm'that'a..wise Gdin^, 
vernment Wonid have devised some: meaox^of I 
ooinbtniflg oxpendteaey and liberality, wtihOfttr^ 
saorificing justibe had'tihpM'tiftiily y*«ndi iP 
this wds fonnd imprafitioahio, eyery mmit . 
should be tnade.to. abide by his*boad Id iNao^V 
or fall by hts ow^i deliberate, acts. This It - 
Hire aodfahsOphistieeted jirstjee, spoil as kjyl 
eatreni among Bugllklfiseja evely wliesebpt | 0 .> 
Calcuila. Every indivi^oef limioij’^.'fhe 
oners tvho possess pfbperty'haafAii^’mbaey 04$) 
its security; those Who haCo, .Ao pruportji;^ 
who'Speculate purely on, tho ,bop».;!trf be^.i 
ingable to borrow ,4 should abide: .taelcop,ipiiifi 
gdebeeh.. On tbpse. plain groilnd<,ille'.Ottr«ur^' 
mentat botho reposed the requcM .#thQibe(hld«'l 
rteiilets. L'’Teferred toimmy last ; and if i'na'n 
pUicr.ttay can' markets be adjusted iQ.tttaMwt 
.he, 4 »hsejplii.i Vi! '■ , ..t 

ehclodfi^t 6 . 


atepossible, baxe' 

i oi 

':^ilFe^ of thtf. oMAsui#' . 
■chasers b) • 

h'er’e'hi^'W.^ 


• Jf V . ' r . 
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the trade Mppljrftiroai China ? Cim] IHb peti¬ 
tioners hotirets it from the capitafisli in Cal- 
ontta? Gad tlie; ealciiltite on tinfflg supplied 
an of iateyiMrs from England wii^'Tiinds irf 
tranait for mercantile pun osesln Ghinn ? JEjet 
G/P.' point to a plimmer of hiip<|‘of relief 
nil^in 3 months from any nf the aboie Maroes,- 
and I am ^umb hereafter* .'' 

. Query. HSo mnoh- of the bonaai^onld be ae^- 
oeptable w LeadejU^H-streettO’ltpake np ior 
losses on exoha njtds from ChinaJapd Caloeitta,' 
of which we heyta to hoar omopiaittings % 

Query 2nd. 'WUl'thn bonds on elehred lots 
lie paid to the pnrobhHers'ortolhow who liave 
qfnfortunatciy made them advances? Reports 
r>f«> that tiibsa irhn make advances are not 
protected by iSw, if shippers 'prove sliufliers, 
athd refose to make good the diiterences be¬ 
tween Mte advances and proceeds of sales. 
Very truly yours, 

' jdl^34, 1337. MO-OiMBtBn. 

idityiist'26, 

'Oar brother of the Hurkaru, not taking the 
tronble to penetrate beneath the surface, tliinks 
it enoguh to shew that a Governor-General of' 
his veiy particular esteem eondemned an abor¬ 
tive attempt to monopolize the Opium trade in i 


Maiwa., Z<ord Wtiliam Bentinck was -Hght 
not tomerlfereFe in a mistakO,; ^hicli, bet fOk 
the-biindncst of the Bengal Agent, wonid 
have been discovered long before. It was a 
;i^eat wfiitafce to sOppose an edeetke mooopo- 
iy eonld ^«r be estabiished, in States beyond 
oiir ^nrisdielion, wiiliont paling the ports of 
exif I and of coarse the reatrictions imposed, 
snrpiimi they were,musthavebeen.hatefui to the 
Gpimn'tl^otrers, who,imwever,netnally obtain- 
pd a larger ptlcto front ihe British Agent than 
bail eommonlwhinee hoeti ^nid them. Botat- 
tow that Hafwa donrishps by the extended 
cultivation of the poppy, is the British Gkt- 
vernment bound either l>y contract or by aiiy 
principle'of iuter-natiortal justice to ftroniote 
or protect .that cultivation ? The Mai wa opi¬ 
um exists only as an article of export since 
the Mahratta war—by the peace and security 
estnWiishi^ by o«w arms—by an external trade 
of our ohm creation. The “ large armad bands 
of smugglers’' and all the disorders and detdo- 
ralizattoff alluded to in the Oovernniont Reso¬ 
lution of 1890, tvhicli the- Hurkaru has pub- 
iished, were the natural consequence uf “ the 
temptation to smoggllng,’* created by the 
existence of the opi'ortanity, so long as Dio 
and. Demaun ■ remained in the possession of 
the Pprtngnese.— CaL Cour,, .day. 26. 


THE COPYRIGHT QUESTION. 


M«,Roshton’s re-print of Jack. Brag has jo-t 
made its appearance. Reviews of the work in 
its original/orm having already been publish¬ 
ed in different periodicals, it only remains for 
ns to^say on the present occasion, that the 
re-printhes been got up very satisfactorily, 
fairly distancing atl the Anterican editions o( 
airailar works,and. otherwise elevating thehor& 
of^e Indian Press. We hope the work will 
enjoy an extensive sale, because we are aware 
tbat great expense.has been inenrred in this 
attempt to meet tbedemaodoflhe Anglo-Indian 
community for the produelions of 'the most 
gifted .English writeis. 'Whatever invasion of 
theprivilegCs ojf authors and Loffdnn publishers 
My. Rnshton may be chargeable with, he is, in 
cur opdnion, to be excused, on the score oftbe 
inattention of the home speroiators to the 
wants of people abroad. If articlq|, -which ere 
in great request, are not sent.out to Ini^ to 
the, extent of the demand, we onght to.fm very 
igpoh obliged to those who undertake, «t a 
e^il cost, to meet ^ur immediate wants. The 
ipwomeflls in favor of the copyright we eon- 
^ahr to apply asmnch totheoonteiiis of news- 
papws ai^ maguzfnes as to hookR, and shpuid 
just ayflpiexpect to he censured Idfrerp^int^ 
ing gpl^es fr0m.4:iie Times .and Ntm 

Ai (m putting foirtb second hand 



na of- 


f^ptdar bo^s; 




he Rnp/irAmanoftlbeldtliinstan^ ootUhiins 
te. Qb.<tervstiuiis oh: the '-Bhhjeetef pirhting 
workaof adtbOM!’«R‘^bii!ii^i atidbwe j»bidirr«» 


ed, that with that joornal o^esterday, was 
circnlated anadverlisment, oi^rospcctus, an¬ 
nouncing the intention to publish piratically 
some six or seven popular English works at a 
cheap rate. With this speculation on the 
part of the publisiier, Mr. Rnshton, we have, 
of course, nothing to do. If the cheap pu- 
plioations sell well, we suppose be will not 
long enjoy a monopoly, others will follow the 
'oright example^ and the evil, for such we 
must consider it, will cure itself in as mneh 
as the compelction will in .time reduce^ the 
profits to nothing, and the authors will onjoy 
their own again. The observations of our 
ootemporary on this subject appear to us.how- 
ever, calculated to mislead and mystify the 
question, and we therefore notice them. 

The Eng^hmoH .ffntjpatiSes the piracy on 
the ground, thgt .(he noipe sneculators are io- 
attendve to fue w.ants pf.thc people here, that 
is to say, that ih|ere iire.'not a sufficient quan¬ 
tity of Jaellf and Pickwick jpapers, and 

of Napi«r’it Penintula W«r, to satisfy, the de- 
mg^ud fpir them, and that consequently the 
piratical pubtisher (w« speak generally) is en- 
tlifed to the liratitude of the community for 
supi'lyirig .thm Li tergry wants at .a small cost. 
TIjis , questidb,. Ijcssrst .'Tharker and Co., 
Ptttar,'|Atte|h and ,0n., and Ostell and Co.^ 
(testers ni t|i^iiM,^p!d, we shouid suppose, 
settle Vqu iiitisfaeidtily, and jt is difficult ta 
conceive taeM ao;i|,h'Cw(iaAs se^negtoptful of 
their owp interests,, a^.notdn bave n soppiy/''' 
ready for and corex|finfiya .srith the probabi/ 



THE t'bi*YRidi4t 

d«inno<1, and wo think, the.Enj^t^n ia tb«-'^Tan»actii>^'we^.^o noi^W 
bound to shew in proof of his, justi&oation of muflli dlfloro^pa tbo caseaof a pii^ 

the act of piracy he supports, that Utere arn ififiaseir itnder tbd; aj^ove-roentioncd oiroora^l 
no Jack Bragt on aalt iu Calcutta, that, staacj^'^r^. the ,pt|r#nMr of the pirated 
under the plea of necessity the publisher ortbtt^iii' - Fajopld have pboA?" io on the 

the ehenp edition .may .bare, sothethios to.jbJUt ^jiaHtjoiii, ai^^aye not yet condcscendetl 

urge in extenuation, Butnsthe matter .now. i-* s-- 

staiids, the pirating of ,J[ocii ifrey works, an 
injury on the interests^pf the author %nd the 
“ trade," boUi here and ttt,.ltoB»e,and is, more¬ 
over, a vio|aUe>il ofthe^naiversajiy recognised 
principle, tire righft,ef.an author ia bis own 
wOiks,—a principle Folly acted up to, by the 
recent enactnioul oi the. American Congress, 
published in this journal on the. 12th of Au¬ 
gust. But onr. cotemporary considera the ar¬ 
guments in favour of cony right to apply as 
mncb to the contents of newpapers and maga-' 
sines as to books, and that he shouid jddl as 
soon expect to be censured for re-printing ar¬ 
ticles of the 7Vi»s*.and New Hlontklg 
zinc, as for putting fortii eomplate second-band 
editions of popular works. This is. assuredly 
an erroneous position, looking at itnod.tora- 
ing it over in every possible point of view 
In the first place, ilte reprint of an artiele 
from the T’l'mes or the iVeio lUantkfy, to 
pot tbe instances of the Englistanaa^ by 
a paper circulating here, is the loan of the 
article in question by the Editor to his rea¬ 
ders ; in so reprinting he does not reZfb cheap 
edition of the Timet or of the New Monthly 
Magazine, he does not in any wise interfere 
with the profits of the proprietors of the publi 
cations in question ; he, on tbe contrary, ad 
veRTisxS their,property, and oontribotes to 
render it more valiiaMe; wich result we take 
it, is not worked, by pirating and selling 
cheap editions of books. At least we shall 
wait until tbe Enylithman shews us tbe analogy 
which be altedges to exist between the two 
cases, before we reoogniae bis argument to be 
any thing other than an absardityt The pub¬ 
lic, it will however be contended, beuefiis by 
the opportunity of .reading a cheap rate." 

The public certainly ||et» the pirated copies 
cheaper, but a principle of yustiee and of 
righC is violated to ensure this advantage, 
and it is, we submil, tbe ditty of a Govern¬ 
ment to interfere to preventany such violation. 

If a merchant send a bale of goods-from Lon¬ 
don to Calcutta, on its arrival .in ;tbe river, 
the law immediately .envelops itwiBt,a pro¬ 
tecting power,—wh;r'Should ii^l A box of books 
enjoy' ibe same privilege. Trite it is.yoii may 
Dof steal Bio books tbemsAlves^.'but as matters 
at present stand, lilerifrjr blti^s ii){ay,,a&d 
do steal the whole or,yearly tbel whomvatue 
of the books, by destoying ^ ■ ol^Aee of rea- 
lixlng that value. We bear^L^iii^aiiliy said, 
that the public may, if they.|l|eAk«^,^tirc;base 
of servants, wines, Hqueurs^. itioic'les; gie-'at 
about one-fi'fiA the pfiee at.,^|,eb the 
of those •errattlA tiave bbu^€"t^^«^ 'gbo'^- 
bat, heaven foi%id,tbat’'w4 Suo^d~ifiilAii!iy^-^ 

. . a. -i" - m . ..-i .1 ..Vi “.Vi ? Jli'L 


•elves of the obportWa^tjf, the 
^nnehrstdns wHfth ns, tmItroUf 
ftbe'gobdS befnri'boiibsl^iilli^ttdil 




stiff eouldtreodti 


po tBe^sBTirmd'ii"' 


to reason upon the,■ but let usexamino 
the rtdaiive posiitons bf tbe authoi^*and 
llsliiii, add theifterary pirate.' '' ' ' 

J be ad^'iw,' frt^'^is habits of mitid and' 
y,'bts i^bably no other means of 
porting bit^cif aiid family than by the labOufr 
of bis brains. He is a. dealer in genius, la 
will, in fancy, imagidaUon, style, peotry ';'^; 
tfild^onses learning, aoiusement, solace, ipq.% 
rajs,!and happiness, by the mere working 
his inventive faoAUy. All ibis, when en^- 
died in.a Work, be disposes of, for due pon«; 
sideration to his publisher. - The publisher 
purchases at a hijgh price, "and acquires a li¬ 
mited property in all the mental commodities, 
with which tbe author has invested bis btdik,' 
The book is put up for bale, in the hope of. 
realizing a profit on the i>.rioe paid for Ijlji 
above mentioned commodities j when dbjfB 
comes the literary pirate, and without heing;, 
at any other expense than that of emploflbg'ja:^ 
few bands to set qp type, acquires, to bimsolf 
all the profit and advantage, the right to wniidi 
had been paid for .by the orginal publiahnr. i 
every farthing of which gain or profit to tbo 
pirate, must be put down to the loss of the man 
justly entitled to such profit 1 It may, how¬ 
ever, be said, a great many people would ne¬ 
ver see the book, but for the pirated edition. 
To which we reply, if any body is eutillqd tiv’ 
the profits of tbeeileep edition, it is|be author . 
dr the publisher, as the case may^, aadnefi' 
the piQite, and to us it appears, that no ho¬ 
nest man, who had thought on tbe subjeef, 
would think of publisbing a cheap edition of 
a popular work, Avithout having first com-* 
{•^unipated with the-, publishers at home. Ifk 
cheap edition be wanted, doubtless a cheap, 
edition will in all cases he published, nndtbu 
owner of the copyright is the only person Aa^ 
tilled to its profits. If, however, a cheap Adi- 
tion be inconsistent with the interests of thp 
owner of tbe copy right, we are nnaJbie to 
comprehend thb argnment by wjiieli the injury 
to those interests, and the violation of .tho8«' 
rights is justified on the score of expedloney. 
Sie uiere tuo ut alienijnra non iadat, is a pHii- 
oiple both in iegislallun, and in moraii. Buf 
tbmHterary pirate, not only does not usehte' 
ow.u,-AO as not to violate or injure the ifghts 
ofwthers, hut oii the contrary, he uses What’ 
it mthmown, tpt the purpose of injuring what 
is the propmif .'of»another. We trusL that 
these obsmivations .may Oause this subject to 
be Httentlvcly cetasidet^ 4 .%r«s we have al¬ 
ready said, it ia our coovtOfion, as at present 
advised, tiiaf. ndmon bf honorable feeling,', 
and honest intention, would with opr wiew Of 
the aubjAet befoyohlm, think of printing oAff 
belling pirated .Adtitoos of literary property.--^. 
|ffio*A«ru, Awyiiif.lT- 

Ifhe first ijiiMlmr ofthe hlgtiiy 
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Vl^'1:4riliit.i„_. _„. ..„. 

Incto^s,'&lr. ItushtoB*;nM(i)r ♦»»(•< tnM 
Hiffeietti ^d^ui-fiffement To’ iffDWcB' MSiw.’Tii) 
CONTINUETHE WOJtK OF 
.^^TION, &c. &.t! &LO.”-^tiurhartit’^iMi^i 37. 


{jlUKARU IN Am. 
** With this speouiati- 
«n of Mr.Ruslou, w6 
have nothiag* to do,&c.' 
—Hurkat'u, Aug, 17, 

11837. 

To as it appears, 

'':,<‘tiUiat!vfilJ out ^rrospotidont "** honest man, 

who invade ,t)»e, oppj^right of parti|ei|.jrho ppb- 
Jish on ihp spot.? Titis w.e iMpt:js“tpo 
*. * * Whilst IhiR is^Roing on arfd 

tbeniarjiat ik inundated |>y ikniei<>,!in otienp 
editions of Eti^^jsh wprhs. wejt|Hi|}!;.>^^hd'«Jd 
.1^.guilty of very great iniustic.e,jy vvB'^tilTyEl) 

Mr. Ra^UvKf re.p^hiication of the' 

JRichoiek Papers, hy wiiicn tlie piiklie are sop.- 
t>Iied with an am ising work, white ti is fresh 
RtifiJN DeMANit,-wit)iuut invading aright wliioli 
Uie author u^onld never have thought it worth 
while to exeroise> — Ibid, March 29. 

■ -Hp. •- 


*'We assure him {a ooriospon(ient] that if 
Mr. Rushtnii wcro to communioate with 
‘ Boz's' publisher on the subject of re''poblic- 
atioii. the latter would tell him. that ho Was 
too late, tlie thing was gone by, the distance 
of time was so great, that llio work had lost 
itsiKterist; in a wan'l, that itwonld not an¬ 
swer* So TOucii for the infringement of a 
valuable rightfitd, March 31. 

• JFor Sale at the Uurharu Lihrarg. 

, The Brigand, a rnnlantic drama, in 2 acts, 
1>'y J. R. Plaiiohe, 2 rupees. ■ 

7ae Hemrhbach, a play, in 5 acts, hy“'Janics 
Sheridan Knowles,/i rupees. - ■ 

Paul Pry, a comedy, in .3 acts, I rnpge. 
VEj.otNius, a tragedy, &c. &c. 

The Wife, &c. &c. &c. &c. &c. 

u 

If wo had not had examples orf nansmm du*' 
ring the past eighteen months of. the delerrai- 
vation of the Thirkaru never to hold to an opi¬ 
nion on any one question under heaven for 
half a year tageihcr, we should have been 
thunderstruck at the doctrines put forth in 
yesterCay’s paper on the subjept of re-pr|iits. 
We had always Uioughtihat the syt(tein of 
republisliing which Mr. Rnshtun has epm- 
menoed on a grstiid scale, had received'the 
warm a|)probation and advocacy of the.f^i(r£a. 
ru, and cei Uiiiily the pitssages we h^vp quot¬ 
ed above, amply warranted such a cuphusion ; 
but under the inlluonce of some pe^ 'lfght^bt 
Iriassod, perbaps,)>y some ra(uou.r of the ehari- 
Inhie.intention of the Fourfli 'Ordinary Mem- 
j^fr in. respect to literary piracies,, our con¬ 
temporary has suiklonly .Veered ifd'und and" left 
s to fight tho^natlle of the Calcutta' edition ofj 
' ck Brag .and the i^tcf'wicAr single-handed, 
were a wofic .of supererogation to animnd 



at. any other es;pmise 

_____ . _^.... thantiatofemphiiriga 

rt upon thisRiBusing practical spgcimep oflf^ hands tos^tupju^, 
inCrowism, so.very .disgraceful to a pq^jcr { 
iunyprctimsionstnlhoncsty and cpnaUt^,py| 

[t a4 it fn»|K>ses tip^ ,t|8 the troubtp bji,.^v'er| 

' Wfiug, <be.-iHWt,«idlidliw»e* wo.wafe 
,lMj|rv4lbin 

ta positioii with Uiq aucieht opinions. 


who haebthought on 
the subject, w'ould 
think 5f publishing a 
cheap erliiionofa po¬ 
pular work, tok/wut 
having first eohimunica- 
ted with the publishers 
at ^ome.If a^clieap edi¬ 
tion be wanted doubt¬ 
less a ehe'ap edition 
wilfin all cases bo. 
published, and the 
owner of the copy¬ 
right is the only per¬ 
son entitled to its pro¬ 
fits.”—ifurAaru, Aug, 
17, 1837. 

“ The author, fron* 
his habits of mind and 
body,, has probably 
no other means of 
supporting himself 
and fafnity than by 
the iaboLt of hik 
brains. He is a dealer 
in genius, in wit, in 
fancy, .imagination, 
style, poetry,—Iiedis- 
pences learning, a- 
musement, solace, 
morals and happi¬ 
ness, by the mere 
working of his inven¬ 
tive faculty. All tiiis 
when embodied in a 
work, 1^ disposes of 
Tor due consitViiati- 
on, to his publisher- 
The puhlishst.* pur¬ 
chases ata'higli price, 
and at^uires a limitted 
properly in all the 
mental commodities 
with which the author 
liaa Invested liik book. 

hook is dp 
for kale, la the hope of 
realiffdng a profit on 
the price pRid for the 
aboveitteutioDcd com- 
m.od i ties —•when down 
the Uterary pi¬ 
rate, and without being 
other 


tHsjEIUAKgtyT 
‘We trust, Mcv Rush, 
'ton may ipeet with suf- 
’ ficleut-encouiagement 
to induce hjiti to coii- 
tinue the work, &c. 
We a.ssure him (a cm- 
respoiidenl)that if Mr. 
Rtisfiton wereio ctmmu- 
nieate -with Boz’s booh- 
eeUer, ea the -subjeet of 
re-pnblieatioHtlUo ialtw 
would tell him, that he 
was to. late~tke thing 
was gone by, the dittmee 
of time was so great that 
the work had lost its in¬ 
terest; in a ward that 
it would not answer 
so much for’the in- 
friogrment of n valim- 
bie right —Hurtaru, 
March 81. 


We should be guilty 
of very great injustice 
,if we omitted to defeid 
Mr. Jtushton’s refiubli- 
eations of the PiCKWC'ik 
Papers by which the 
public are supplied 
with an amusing work 
while it is fresli, and 
in deinund, wiriinvT 
invading a right which 
the author never thought 
fit worth tekile to ei- 
ereUi ! 


the profit , apd ad van 

(age, Tire 'BIOHT <8 


6y niie^riS 

pahlishbr—every 


far- 


ta*. etVr >• 





tblflif of w^ieh ' guilt 
or profit to the pirate, 
maet be put down to 
the losR of the man 
entitled to such 
profit! It Winy, how¬ 
ever, be said a great 
many people would 
never see the book, 
but for the pirated edi¬ 
tion. To which we re¬ 
ply,-if any body is en¬ 
titled to the profits of 
the cAeap edition, it is 
the author or the pub¬ 
lisher, as the case may 
be and not the pirate. 

• • * « 

But the literary pi¬ 
rate, not only does not 
usehis own, so as not 
to violate or injure 
the rights of others ; 
but, on the contrary, 
he uses what U not hie 
own, for the purpose 
of injuring what is 
the property of an¬ 
other. We trust, that 
these observations 
may cause this sub¬ 
ject to he attentively 
considered; for, as 
we have already said, 
it is our conviction, 
as at present advised, 
that no man of hono¬ 
rable feeling and ho¬ 
nest intention, would, 
with our view of the 
subject before him, 
think of printing and 
selling pirated* editi¬ 
ons of literary pro- • 

perly. , 

It thus appears, that the new,^orn-objections 
on the Bengal Hurharn to the re-print of works 
pubfished elsewhere,* resolve themselves in¬ 
to a tender regard for the rights of muthor* 
and prapjMy of publiehere, to touch either of 
which is in the opinion of our brother ( 
prsMuSat least) dishonest in the: extreme. 
We might reverse tbe’old practice in this in¬ 
stance and.nppeal from Philip sober to Phi.- 


“ For sale af tliw| 
Bengel Hurkitm Li¬ 
brary. Virpiniue, ai 
tragedy. The Hunch- \ 
back, a play, &c, &o. 

(N. B, Price at 
Thackers & Co.'s, &o, 
6 rupees. Price of 
re-print by S. Smith 
and Co, 2 rupees.) 
Ed.—H ngliehman. 

N. B. Printed for the 
nse oftheChodfringhee 
Theatre.wUhoat which 
these plays eould ooi 
have been represented 
there, 

S. S. & Co. 



fiipiie «f Ute wtftpr, of tbd yww 

tW state of this appetite of the redSlittg pfb 
The author, nebdy •* aothojsare, undal**^ 
liovub!B«?,lias no stomaeii for a negooiatb^ 
nb* patilioo fm- a protreoM bargain. 
close* with, the publisher, bands over the 
*ack8 the puichase mot*«yi and hM 0 dnm iU 
onc« and/or ever to all riffhl and iitMoanyp^'t 
of the woM—ex<»iapting tlio addlmii «f fi»BW 
which accrue ffom its disscminfttiufce ■ 
hftnsieur.the Po»>lishur,thon goes to wUrk wCtii 
his'printers.an'd his pressmen, and caloulaUng 
according to his best ability and his hopes, the 
probable extent of tlie demand, prints a given 
number of copies and breaks up his type. The 
trade subscribe for a number of copies, the 
publisher retails the rest, and if he sells the 
ivbole impression bo has re-paid himself and 
pocketed alt the profit he ever antie^Hited, 
Should the public entertain a different view 
of the merits of the work to that which the 
publisher formed, and demand new editipns; 
the event nuist be regarded as a happy and 
unforeseen aooident for the holder of the oopjf- 
right; especially, if he is in a country wbora 
the privilege of exolnsive pnblioation is secur¬ 
ed to him by the inws; but. wo hold that hb, 
the publisher, has no more right towhM be 
disposed of in the first instance to tAe »«»«« at 
remuneration computcoby himself, wian Ihd 
man in the moon. The work has become publie 
property and he who multiplies it, at a risk 
especially 15,000 miles away from the original 
place of publication. Is entitled to publio 
acknowledgement and support. There must 
be a limit somewhere to the rights of autbo^ 
and piiblisbors# and if it is not confined esitn* 
in an impression or two, and onufSod payr 
ment in purchase or the ^copyrigflt, .there is 
no reason why the exclusive property should 
not descend tike an estate from genera¬ 
tion to generation, of course, to the great 
ailsadvantage of aocity.for no single establish- 
inont could possibi/ manage at all tjmes to 
keep pace with this avidity of the public 
appetite. Imagine the publication of Shake¬ 
speare’s works limited by law to one iadif 
vidual and his descendant. 

In answer to our observations on the^ystem 
of transfering to the daily papers excerpta 
from the Times and New Monthly (a usage, 
no one dreams of decrying) was on a par 
in I'oiht of crime with that of re printing ea- 
tJrt publications, the Hurkaru sais, "Oh no. 


own view, and first as to the rights of auUiprlt. 
An author of good repute manufaciurpa'^a 
work which he is disposed to give to the world 
for a oonsideration. He goes to a publisher 
and drawingtlie MS, from hto left band coat 
pooket stipulates forlhetialedf the eopyright. 
The publUher—if a Colburn or a Murray-ofiers, 
a good round 8ttm,uregdlatod always by the 

_ * ■ ■;» 

* It is amuiing to obrnrye that whto these ipgrt^ 
rere deiendeit 4 months ego, an excepdan wm uiMelfl 
'ngsrd to the reprint of Cs(eiMI|bo^. Wu belbtve 
.Mmo person bad twen priafing. Sllgiam tUHllCa.’* IK- 
etoiy ! rartoip fist- 


lip drunk, but we prefer depending ;.on oufitj^a eatrgeta from newspapers and magaaineu 


at* no invasion of original property } on the 
contrary, they tire advertieemente of the papers 
and'periedioaU o noted frbni!” We^take this 
to be a desperate'dive after a drowning case. 
Our contemporary must have hazarded the 
bright idea with the hope. Tbther than the 
assnranoe, that he would not be flatly nod 
peremptorily contradicted. The writer of tbo 
August*'opinions—the Attgnsi writer as we 
mast henceforth call him—knowawell enough, 
that his veaders’have too inuch\sagaeitjr to 
oonfoilnd the wholesale re-prints bf nrgma 
papers, todhlged in by I ndiaa editoffi^wft|i 
'ah aeehihMiiwaelentian, gee# 


8^ THE copruiant 4»VElTIOir. 

‘da -4li« «M^4ikw WHUet prlo«}|^«. Ii«w>-ioHr|4^ bjr Buplitiman Wttfa having 

atloa^'t^ d«fend ibpit >«e«aptfper oar warm encoaTagement «fld advacai-.y to fh«' 
za^ifSliits iil^wa, ibat our broiiipr^a, In trntlr, gysteinof t'e-publUbiog, wfaioh Mr, Eusbton 
only convert to the mlA*JttekBrt.k- has, In the words df oor contemporary, com* 

ohto]^^fa#idonUra, and itaiuld not'^eveti* go idencrd one yrond reals. This is a mistake on 


lAict':}engtli if bis own interests add pracUees the part of our oot«>mporary. The re-publiea* - 
arere in any degree ooespromisied by the lion of tlie Pickwick Papery was all that we 
apostacy. r|f he had reeblieeted Wt aMnowenl ensontaged Mr. Eoahton ift 5 they were a 
that bis own establiphnient hsts ltedd for years popular set of papers, pubUstied- at home 
past io'-the )iabili'‘«Tr<MS*iiitiRg EngUsii "plays weeitly^ likely, as Mstruck os^te be epheuie* 
ot. Kpin^ ptmuhtr 0»tMn, 'poesst,%y ml enough in, their popa^rliyi- and haring 

-akikfflield Mameavresnr Baefoi8es^'‘'nw ddnbt little hr no preteosioRS to be classed under 
If he would have vimtured to ■kaanveald" U the head nf works of 'llteratare ^ they were; 
ayitable in opposition to the; few words wr moreover, out of print in Calcutta; there 
wrote on Tuesday in praikr nf Mr. 'Rashtoo's were no copies to be had, and the re-puhlica- 
speoulations. v’ tibn of sneh a trifle was not likely to work any 

* ■ ; considerable injury to the interests of the 

.■Vtte word more. Eneoorgedby tee. flattering proprietor; and it did to 0 $ appear preposter- 
ts^jiinonials of the Hurharu, for the experi- 40 tfiP retnrn of an application to the 
enee of whose proprietor (»s a puUiiker) Mr. pabiiahor MhofneoaRieaubjeotof a re-print; 
Rttshton had the highest rgspeehnuf worthy uam^krlng thelimUedand temporary demand 
oo^jutor was induced to persevere in his fo, pppios likely to be made in India ; in one 
speculation, and has thereby inc^red, much ward, we considered the Pickwick papers an 
Ij^or and serious risks. Poes it Chen heoomiB exception from the general rule, and wo 
Mr. Smith to allow his editor to turn round ti,ought that Mr. Bushton would dispense 
TOw,and endeavoit to ehei^^e current of some amusement among his friends and pa- 
Mr. Rui^ton s enterpriae? Wo would le- irons, by the re-print of these papers withont 
commend our brother to be prompt in-the doing any'Substantial injury worth notice to . 
perfprmanee of an act of justice!, and immo- Qoz, or his publisher, or to the trade here, and 
diately .to write an dttlcle recanting all the without invading any right whioii the propria* 
OPtnioiu . proclaimed yesterday. No one tor wouid have tkmpAt it loortk mkile taexereue. 

wJIJ mind the change j certainly, no one will if jn saying Uiiis much we have led Mr, Rush- 

iwnnder at' it, after all that has been done.— (^0 into the undertaking of re publishing on a 
August 18, grand te(de, we roust of oouise regret the fact; 

I liut we are not answ'erable for Mr. Rasliton's 

Oar observations on the snbject of literary n>Wnt«rpretation. or rather for his very ex- 
pItalsiesyAavo, as a matter of eonrse, placed .J®"**®*’’"‘rPi;r;rV""i\ 

ns in colimpn with.the Englishman, who very pot oar fault if he have argued from n parti- 
valiantly simlains the practice. He coirmenc ^.VI 


Oar observations on the subject of literary n>«»*nterpretation. or rather for his very ex- 
plralsiesyAavo, as a matter of eonrse, placed .J®®**®*’’"‘rPi;r;rV""i\ 

ns in colimpn with.the Englishman, who very «* *«>» <»««■ loaU if he have argued from n parti- 

valiantly simlains the practice. He coirmenc ^.VI 

es his attack upon this journal by pnting for- «<lvooacy of a general ride, that which only 

ward^is favorile weapon of assault; oor in- S®"!,*® *1‘® 
eansisteneg, a charge wifich be regularly **®f**V*Ij*S'^®-V*** 

makes afiont once a week, and which we ai' “ ^®®® V ^ ®r 

reguiarlv disnrovo Were we tnelinnd to 'V*»® eOpid ^1 otherwise Obtain a sight of 

ia;'a?rbr.Tmi*K':o’ 

\ht Ihiglishman againit himself on alinost T 

every t^ic on which he has everhad an arti- “ as 5 

Ole; but it is not worth while, abd it is dlffl: 1 Jffr 

cult to see. how «..r «He.red iocan.i.lene. tn «/*»»« P»b.»ishers or a ilhors at liome, add of 


irn^e Hto objeeVin riki,7tbes"r;^^«n !" ^ 

chnrgesof inconsistency, we will not pretend 


as from following him. But pviany on 

■vrisaappose, his own reasonsfov i>aMding in' **** 

Rm eblnmns the •^charge of iLottdlstoney f an author s ^,ks to him. thw 

agkinat ns. and then tolthrg especial cal ®f ? P®7*®® 

neyevto‘pnhlis||i oftr dehialinve^tation,and 

anppose, ^flar to oaHs tact. plgyu ianA Miikery »rl« Bookel I we 

We^^y wiilinflfy leave it to ibis gort of are. nok,^%tl^fd, JUi a 'pttoi.iioe to {ireaeh 


j^.oVkoutjts intended eiSerta ngaias4 |)^£ieyji‘ji>8 .w«have already'nidi-sre 

w to ibe nnblio to form ijts qwn epijalon.. jdo not aeewk^ npr 4eRaii«eoo|ea (eopposiaf « 
ImpaHiaUty, %ehon«sj^, gtod,|eilh»; them to Jkaow) 

tonsisi^ney, erpoi; jpacnai.( and 'person; ImR eiimMaRaB»«i^' 


t 
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*ex«ro{««s And pUfS, leavintr to those whof isimt segali^Ml'eVHifilltf ^ fhnitt 
rend, to deleroiine the decree of anilOKjr. t«i^j^«e>»eason of .tlce^darj Aod tboiltalf ef filip < 
subsistins between oar case and that of thei bppetiteof th«. fOadiogp publio. Tbs aufhoV|,^ 
re>ptiblisher of standard works and popular oei^jr a« ant bore are,attdalwa;e^ave been bM** 
novels on a promf teale. ■ * qo 'Stonadb for a netfotiation^ne patienoe 

Tbeposmo/riio JsW,wAsre.prInted by ns 

some fifteen years aits, when the literary com- bandsever the MS.,aT»ako®^thoi>otohaf.n 

muuiciilion between the countries was not so ®qney,nnci liid*odteuot to . w 

regular as it now is. Wo had recebved an of'bkr w®w< oqoop^,' 

early copy, there were no others in Cateutta, ■add*MM».»l . tome ^hteb ■ |n»yv 

cnrlositj was intense, we pablisited the poem fr®«» *» .Mowdnr, 

in the du^karu, and at theort®"* rerjnest of *°*?^!?* Ws ««, 

several friends and supporters* we strilek off a 

few conies from the Haharu types before tbey Ws hopes,tbe>probabio eattot-; 

were broken up ; so far we are preUy much » «»«“ 

on a par with Mr. Rushton in his re print of *««* «P *yp®- *rf‘ •“»*»««}>• " 

the PickwickPapers. Astothe field exercises, 

there were no copies to be had and the armylK***®***®®** 

wanted copies. But field exercises are out J htw repaid himsrtf and pocketed eff ^ 
literary production, neither was MaiorSeneri3^»^**f 

Sir John McDonald supposed to consider tho that a dtterent view <ff the meriM of ^ 

sale of the work as of any consequenoe.and We ***® ®'®*’k *® the publisher forin^, 

have good reason to know that the giving of “““ demand Mw editions, the event must ^ 
the extended publicity to the field exercises W**®** ®* * ““PPy 

consequent upon our re-print of them, had the ‘h® copyright especially if b* ; 

approbation of the only person whose interests *? “* where the privilege of egcln- 

weVeinvolvcl; i.e.thec«ra|Hler or composer, S®? *“»■* 

or by whatever name he may be appropriately ®®‘ we lio d,that he, the publistier,liMnomore 

designated. The plays we have reprinted I*® ®7‘ 

have made their several appearances at inter- *‘t*>*no®to the puhfte at a rehsuMraung ralw 
vals extending over a space of some SO^ears. Aiinw^f, than thrman in tbo motm. 

We have never re printed any one of them, ‘»®®«““ P".*’*'® 

but at the express desire of the managers, and haultiplies it, at a risk, espetacHy 15,(]^ 

then not for the purpose of general faWicati- ™'‘®* ,*•*« P'®«® P»*** 

on, but merely to enable till amateirs to get « ©ntitlod to publio acknowledg- 

up theirplavs Tr„eiti8,thatwehaveaocasi- '««»»»«<« support. There «nust be a li^t; 
onally advertised the listofibese plays, with a *Om®where to the rights of aulliort^p «b- 
view to the accoinraodaiion of the public ; we ‘‘ « "®* oopfined j^tn an 

printed offbiit few copies, and neier with a J"®* and one good^payment 

view to profit, but simply to reimburse our of the copyright, there is norea- 

owu expellees. Prom the nature ofouresta- *®® ,^^® e*®'“S'\® P/ 0 P«rty should •toot - 

blishment, the loss which has, we believe, in ‘«e»®®n‘| Hke an opiate from generation to 

every instUce ensued on these re prints, is of moTRUon, of course to the great disadvan-. 

so little consequence, that it is not worch men- ®f »ocity,for no singte cslab|iabtnent coiii<l 

tinning, and. moreover, in very many of these ‘‘““P F®®* 

plays the copyright had long since expired,' ®'tththe avidity of the public appetite, fma- 
5,0 that aii thi wwid was at Itbe^y tore-print f*"® ‘‘•® Publication of Shakespeare s works , 
without damage to the interests of those in Umt od by law to one individual and his des- 
whom the copy right hadextsted. 0:ir risaders Wndanis » ^ 

have now befoiw them the ogses cited against . * 

ns. We have never re-prinlM witli a view to From ,thii passage, it is qniteVvident, that' ■ 
interfere with the profits of those Hgitlmaiely oureotemporary bus the most heterodox opU 
entitled to them ; with us it has ttover-beeb dionsand, .moreover, that be is really very 
part of a system, nor oq * yrsarf mate f and w«. 'IfhOto®! of bis subjoct. In the first place, tfao 
confidently submit, that our re-prints do nOf; ?ih||^r, when he hands over his maottSeript, 
come und r the head of literary piracy, in |ui not, apoording to Ws contract with’, 

mneh as we did not priot with a 'O’OW to praftis. Ifjoff oltWsnMV aditu at once end for over to 

and that no one's interests bav« 8«ffered'^b<^ Mil otndiifi^.p anp part ^ the work, tlpott 
our re-publication; With t]iese ohsetvalidos, this point,iot ?lB|» see what is^liO state of fheu. - 
we leavcthis part of this question,, to come to ^ pmsed who- writes.a Utomry work has pro-^ 
tho ffAytisAmsM’s disquisitioaai&.'^’4rtkhto of perly in the coioposiUon.; sNad therefore the 
authors ' . 'i . onaathurixed appropriation of n by another 

' for his own hehefit,lstihe yiolatioiiofBC 0 fii- 

Andfirstastotih«TigMsof.haBidrOfiiii|Ali$bW mon law rigkt. See the great case of Millar «. 
of good repute--ma«uuiQtnreadwnrl^^{oli.#o, tlaylbr.'iw-tbetUAvo/uiiieqf* B*rri^gh’$ Refute,, 
is disposed to gitro to t;kh;wdHd fto |irbbalik^ hod toe observations difllieJudges,ofthf.lCing*«’;. 
^im. H«goestodttobBitonr«,hadk:Vaw4nf iMIa Bench on ihiafthh^j; which catoVs tonphs-: 

rtrfifek frum his left bnndbttotmm^^, sttoulatoa'm®®^ j>es(tM'toi||e>perasalof ail re»printerspl/' 

' Vpnthe eaie- of Bio IHeibl^ .viork#- Cto' -P rofit—VfHtoh 



THE COEYaXOMl* «’0E«^ri6#. 

. *■ ■ V ■ -',t . .. 

^3i0 Stilt. 6Ui AaiM ' a. tft. that the aatbor. bja)>B.« aadapt of C.^to tnieej 


loe Btac. ma ^aae a. lo, that me aamor. aw aanapt or tnee 
a^taee (H^aa^paa should b8*e tbe,esle lifaer* and therefore the labour 
tj^. bi,|Hiirtiiig and re-prinltojir bis bank for the limbs and faculties made use i 


iMsejlliiE yt sOWefbiat;' 
IS as ianeb 


eb 

arc bis;" 


jwars from vbeday of-ptiblioatioii, Aj;ain,*‘the effect nr produeeof.the ia» 
|M^tbai‘ it be should be iiviug.‘iit">1iie eih^of hour of IL, is not the e'ffeet of the iaboor Oif >0 ; 
lii^ term, be should enjojr tne aaaie for four* andjAheiretore, this effect or tmidoDOii-B's, 
balib years longer. And< by tlie 64 Gleo.-3, & not C's. It Is as mooli Bl^s, as the laboar was 
.<166. the doratioo of the.'oopyrigbt has been |iu,, not C’s; because, what the. labour of 
eateoded^ and as ehibort bis assignee or as'- S. caopes or |irodaccs, B. prodones by .-bis 
elgns have, by'eiftoe of it the sole Mberiy of laboar; or it is the product of hie laboitr. 
printing.and re-printing hiaboolb for tibe.ftriH Thercffore it is bis, sot CJ.’s, or any eilier's. 
of 36 years, and if be the author be 4iv«ig at A,M ‘ if C. should pretend to Si^-property in 
tiio wid of tbatveriod, for the terbsof bisme. that, wbioh B. only'cpS truly oali'bis, he aresid 
So that fiery 0’ Mont Bro§, and the act contrary to truth. 

Napier s history, bave^nt least 36 years.of legal «. .. « 

sgisteneetorwi,. d«iflng<eihi«h time the sole That to deprives man of the fruit of bis 
lighfof poblioation' is in either.the publisher sweat; and to enter upon it. 


fisher, CON 


or me author, and the of the^^wkor.omH here speaking of the cuUivaliuu of 

hr no otAer titan the rmAf. o/ <Ae entiior. 

derss ‘pains and travel, is a most manifest 

fri. i:iL. T* i 4 z violation of truth: it is asserting, in fact, 

. The Enghshimn says, the publisbor Aai no ^e H». which can not be bis. 

mCrernWriyAt lowhatheparchbsesfronitfae »««,►. i. then suoli a thine as brooerlT 

«mu^h“rtbe- ro"ml"ri%.r?g; feSd^S In'ttnr^tnd^tJLml oV. 

** i a things, which one man only can, consistently 

Willi nature and trntb call bis; as pioposi- 
io tbeauiher, iftlieaullior haveb moral rijebt, o & a 

■which be consents to alienate, it follows Is a *» ®' ®* 

matter of course, that the publisher aoqnrrea . j , __ 

that moral right, (ntpral right, be it observed, , And those things, wliioh only one man can 
is the fiiipfww's phrase‘s a;>d not ours, and f,'*'? »*»* P»o etly call h'», ««»» re«n»»« 
we very much doubt if our eOtemporary has tiHfcwees to part will, them by compact or 
any deBnod notion of what he merns.) But do^iion ; ^canse no man can depri ve him 
toesaulino this moral rf^it in the autbor. without ^s approbation; hut ilie de- 

‘*The olaliti of ah author in hU literary *»*•»•»***"'•'•’y"® 

vroperty, it, founded upon the oriyiW right to "'»» in conlr^iciion to truth. For. to have 

bis work as being the rtvmit of his meatof /aim-; V!*® P'®?®'*^ ®®? I**'®‘h®®®*® 

an^l thm^eet and produce of that labour is his ®f “*'« disposio* of U, are the same 

it isa^wnaf, ikeorporetd property, edkable, “““8? they are equivalent eapressioos. 
endprofiiahh; it has tndteiaserta; for when _ . . . 

' the same ate oommwnieated to the right and Property, without the use, .is _an empty 
nniferslanding of every man by the medium of so«nd- He who uses or disposes of any thing 
printing, the work becoifies a distinguishabU ‘^,®®*. declare it to be Ins ; because 

subject of property, and not totally destitote^ef wall that he whose it' really '®.®an do : 
gwporea/qualities. Now witAoat t'ublioatioD It ,/'®5''®Vnff J®** hiring afford no object ion to 
■*'< is useless to'the owner, because without Brqdty V**®.' he uses what is hw ovvn for the 
“ and property without the power of use and 1*“*® allowed f and bis doing so, is only in 
disposal—is an empty sound." Let us now see on® of those yaya, In which the tiuo proprie- 
npoo what this originat right in the author is disposes ol it. 
fooipled, and if we oau shew . that suph an . , 

original right i» not contrary So reason. And to To these learned postolata^bdiich we snp- 
notural prineiplee, but that. such,, right is iq pose the Englishman,^ will allow establish a 
conformity with both the one and thepthec, more/fV^t (n, the antjeof of llterafy''properly, 
#0 shall then, we think.r<i>®'®dtitl®d^ 1® call A" we, will, gdd one observa’tioii, which is now 
ahtbor’s right Id his literary, property in tlie become a posiulatom "of law, which is ** that 
words of the fiMyhWtfMan a moral rtr/At«:“ ilAnnsl litorary compositions in their odgiiial‘ftale, 
good and evil are coinmdriiMt, wi,t|faa%A* 0 * 1^1 apd the incorporenl right of the publication of 


wroMy; for that cannotobe yoadwhifijMs.iopony: them-gfe .thp prtvsto and erebttive property of 
'' ndr that evrV, whicli -is rtyAa >,>xJi(p^(>pmvoHjs the aufborvt And that they may ever lip retain- 
’'pd} great law of tfature^ hy which, oarviiuta' aae edaoand if they are. ravished from him before 
'.’ ■\'to be judgeed ; and aaeotding to tlieir eonfor- ptwhlication, tre^posf or trover lieo for them." 
'^ity to ihj.s^ir ^eflelfi<m from it, are tube Now the publication against the will, or'with- 
fcalled lawfiS or unhmftd, go'Od or bad. What-, -out the shnetion of tlie author has been held 
ever will bear to be tried by right reason is drstouctive of the .property ; and by the same 
rt^Klhat-Which is condemned by it, is lorony. procesS'lorf veasoningVe suppose, that'after 
la iKS tet according to right reasan,^ and to act' the tight* thgalnnd momf, as we now are in a 
iMfordlng in truth, are In effect (faeMame coAditfowto to^eA^t.has passed'froim the 
ij^tn is capable of distmot propertieato author totoo pahliolipr by thO. process of ^ 
Mm itun*. whieb Aswntf dait^eail Tbo ljefa^r signmeirt toe re^iio dBlIieation bjtauUieTt wttb^*., 
ppf eanoobhertho laAmpr of Ow becanfe.ll^la the sonqiMK^IPhe AjhljiHers; 
ni'tho apdlication of the organa and ^owe^gof iiientafvKB¥i|^t‘<ffom fl|m:kha’'tberh^ 
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V 1 


CQprnioBT QUEsrioir. 

'I n (-.V ic.i 


« ob)fither j and ]lhe piratical re>printcr for pro- 


I4 ihere/on sins ‘ bbtfi agt^infat 2w,' and f^nli: *iHie iim^nr^aai^ lpal>iaot-pf, ce-pri^t^ 
morality. Q, E. X>. * ' ' '*'' ' pwiitr Engitsb «arlcC,0f'itianden(U) wo. 

■ . .. j____.a —J'' 


If any one sltouJd doubt; our poati|lat'a, %« 
bei; to refer tbem to the jiidj^ment in M'illfr 
and Taylor, where they will .find mdri^inal re* 
ferenoes to tlie learned work I'rom whence we 
bare outled the above llowera in aid of our 
arjrumeat as to thewtornfriftbi of be publisher 
In the literary eon^ositions he porohnses from 
the author. The Mnfffuhman^ after bavinj; laid 
downihia theory of merYi/ ri|j;tit,* proceeds with 
the erpitnmfata nh rncoil!ie«a;«nttjand says there 
must be a limit somewhere to the rights of 
aiitbors and piililisbers also. ** Coheeive 
ine&nvenienee if the publicatioH of Shttkeefuiti-e^J 


^ Sheridai. Knowles' 

'i • . . i . y. . y. ^ _>_oMifaa.drm fco.. Meu.do not. readilv ueroelvs 


hit deseeudunti" «ays be ; the -liiuit^is iuaihedj 
dal by law, 38 yhars in ease of death before' 
their expiraiiOn-i or farif(^ 4 'if tiiat aionfiAue 
lon^ter than 28 years after the day of publtca* 
tion; there is.iberefare, noneeeasity fprseUin)j! 
the ima«inaiion at work toeoneeive inroaveni* 
ences lesullinK from the. want of a, law loaf; 
since in existenee;'and Uie enolaMve ,pro¬ 
perty in a literary work cannot desdend like 
an estate from generation (etypeoeraUdn V and 
this argument of our ootemporary(we must, we 
Sjuppose, eall it) niixlrt have h^i<f>*ra 
more tittiriK oocasion. We have now^ w.e 
think, shewn that thero Is «ippsUiro w.rdnir 
oonnnitted by' a piratical re-prittt of* Bimlisb 
books in'CaioDita, 

With respeot to re-prints from newspapers, 
w’liicb tUe Mitgliehtnan .says, is aq analoyous 
proceeding,'NEaATt)>a is stilt uor ob.!|C(y,a|iop; 
the existence ‘of a .newspaper Is ephemeral. 

All the morning papersiHre as a U|ersry pro¬ 
duction to their publisbeis deriiuct upon pub- 
iication. Nobody would buy. one uld nepspa 
per, unless for a .particular subjeot of refer¬ 
ence; in re-publishln^ its at tides, therefore, 
you do HO possible injury to the Interests ol' 
its proprietor,' on the contrary, you adyertise** 
the name, and extend its cirouiaiibn.' The 
Engliehmau, however, due* not ipipugb fne 
practice we uow iapb'>^|d>aiti|pu|;li. be c.onddeis 
it piratical. We have tji.c .advantage of him 
on%lie point of cdnsderice, in as much as we 
approy4 of,M* P prqcMee and justify the prin¬ 
ciple 01 r'e^fintiag from newspapers. We 
need, no|, therefore, further diseussethis point, 
which we leave the more readily, thbi we-l'oar 
we have wriltr;,n an onmerdfdity idnK article, 

every position of wbieh will appear to «y«ry _..,__ 

one, but the j^i^ZtsAiptiinao'd parties iittesesieti'j^f'irew of the matter, isonly “ if yon can. 


as a siring of truisms, long reeogniaed and' 
incontrovertible. People, bowevdr,• are a.pt 
to lake muob for granted withpiit exdfli}««1|io«r< 
especially thoite who enn pal: tbeir trustdndef 
morning cotemporarj, dhd would ndt otber- 
wi.se dare to in.sult 'comlnaonseiise, atfd'ooiainon 
priuciple, by bis drdrnnl exhibition of hetero¬ 
dox extravaganoiea and ignorance. We invite 
biin^to set his readers right by tte rC'pdbli- 
nation of onr remarks ;;bat Hat 'be-wilt take 
especial care, not tCi d'n, and will cddettcenr to 
persuade ped'ple this stn of 
wbi^ is unfairds n 


Soma remarks have found their way 

u._ w*w_....s_ _e____ 



to* the kwowv Krpiiuons and practioc 
os:ensihte editor ef that jnocnal, that we hiif^ 
ly ti>rer#»Hiem 4 without^furtber eo«^Qnt,.|i| 
perfect oouddenoe that timy obtaiiiedinsertioii 
duiifig « soporific fit to wbielt editors and res* 
pooiable old geoilemcn.are, subjj|ot dar\m 
the rains. The aditoi; of Uie Bagiuknuia* in 
ply ti# the Hwrkaru, has traced tlie praetjec in 
tilts country to the remhta a«tii|uity of. flftibev 
yeswa^ when Uyion’s” Island" was first intf^ 
dueedtO'the Indian pubitn by our .eontonpSK 
rary,IWr.8ainue.»^ Smith, who has in the interim 
m-puUiwitsd ,1 many other popu.laic.' work);, 4'o 


pmsar, Ico, &o., Meii.do not. readily pcroelve 
vlefeets fn .what tliny ha.Te been accustoined to 
venerate,^'and we are eonlont to iepve the 
public to pronounce its own judgment with¬ 
out advancing, another word.in defence of our 
pitbUsher’s proceeding. We submit, however, 
that heiore Uie practice of re-printing' can be 
eonsideretfillegal, it must be shown that the 
law ttf .oopyright. applies to this pountfy. 
We have the opinion of the real Simon Pare 
editor of the Hurkaru,i\\at It docs not; the 
anonymoMK writer has no^ asserled tliepontra- 
ry ; and if he were to .do so, we hav.e.ton iiiiich 
respect for common Itense and have bad 
sitfficiept experience during the last too years 
to place any onofidence in the intcrjprelalion 
of.acts of Parliament by ananyiiiuus writers 
in tile Hurharut-^^rieiialObserver,Auguet Ip. 


A discussion has been carried oo^riffg the 
week of a peculiarly integ'estitig^uaiacter,as 
the sniiject it relates to is of vdify considera¬ 
ble importanco and has recently and almost 
siinultaneoHsly occupied the attentioll of tba 
American Gongfessand the British Parlia¬ 
ment; the subject we allude to is, that of, tba 
property of authors in their works, otherjrise 
called oopyright. This discussion may be 
taken as an admirable illustraiion of Uio 
grand disiinguisbing cbaracteri.«tics, which 
mark the difl'erence between the mode in 
which the former journal handles an argument, 
and the Jattet. The Es^lishman in this, as in 
daily instances, betrays an uAer ignoranna of 
just prlneipies; or rather aii'urds a proof that 
ishenthe “ get money" piecept can be .acted 
gpoit, the qualification of “honestly" in his 


Tkasqaeslioo of copyright is clear and plidn; 
"Khd may be lltitstratod oven meehanica^y in 
'dianttev'foHowing : A, by uombining a certain 
number ofudiaraeters in^.partioular manner, 
'hss tfae power wfso impfessing a pieoe of pa¬ 
per, that it becomes worth a certain onmber 
of rupeesit matters net wh^er those rupees 
be given beeauan ^be paper so marked expres¬ 
ses that A <wUI''paty so much money, a species 
of valbe wlileb A alone can give to it; or, be-; 
banse, it oenveysa tale or a jmeia whieb.^ 
only ean wtiii^knd for wbieh me puhlio 'wilt 
give an'eqnai .nnmber of rupees.* tbn for- 
mtt case, A fives the pa^r valaClqr wis 





; in ttt0 bj^ jt'' *-Tw?»r**w ,i^ 

ffvM^^lWill smjB^i ehjtfir#’'ilii> «»»<fclW^4f''.W for 

l^iiii<<!#*iiiirt4^^ of AMpp^M i* »*‘mtftfK »*ti >Bt of eoooi'oBftV to oitol^r, |Hi|il4«)>er, 

oftfeltf^AfoioTi-hBnd. «nrf fof haiv|og no^liilKfldJdiirlir^ B »piioe of 

U :. . X I L « tivewtjr yK|ipi, batf-*-db*»n pjijr», for particu- 

»,,W*'* rpiBitrk tk*t Sorgrant 7«^ord i«r jSr porfoMannoa ^Mch ooul'd Mot by poasiM* 
forward awiolioM W hnn^^aib firffi lity iiave Wen olherwlae proouredt and wbicl* 
^Mliieodini; the right in th« author 4 work, tW werepubtUlied with no view wtidtever to pro- 
ll^.own life, and its yeora beyond tta te)nn^na>; Biit tiie JEngluhman cminot diatingoiab 

t^. Foroorselvw w**do not OM noy''Ji»M l^^eeo* a fe»pbbMcatian of another |itan> 
rbasow V why 4hM righ*, ia merary, sfieOMyiy- yrorlc,with, a view toj;heat him oufeof the fruit* 
•hoold nOtoo-oaWrtMtaaf®.’"'^.*® tW^ngfit fo* of>1tfadBb;bara'Dd.taieat,and'a,rb-pdblieat4on 
property of any otft^ description ; i»a!y#^iif.«iiy dt.g for*,- Jooontribote to ptfi^osea of pobliO 
property may be ^ted really and indeiiibadU dUlity or poblto enfortalnmeiift. The very in'- 
ently ..kiir own, .it w'that whtoh no abac^' ataoeea produced by the fayffrillmanof the ra> 
lately ereatfcs.' ^tnakes a pair of pubfieotioA'a and dt dIRorent tiiiiea by the 

ebees ;. they are Wd'and<ltw ocir* for evert iifariani^'ere eaceptiuha that prove the gene- 
aWMhor man createa' a -properly^ of aiietber rai ooBaiatelicy of prinoiple which that journaJ ■ 
1(1^, "Wbieh ntay bo termed the poiper bf hay maiatelned throughout, 
mwfeinir. a poem oa-a hlana sheet of pe* ' ‘ » , . . , 

per by a eertain arrangement of types; Some yery ^ersboal and impertinent re- 
wJiy abooUf not heth properties be eqdafo marica on the aubjhsct have been piibKahed in " 
ly Aroteoted t The only objeetion to their i«« night's Oftaerw^; they are too eontempti* 
being 80 pretebted.nriaea from stJioJelvcnio- %-fnrii«*r>iotioe*—-fi'eroW, .duyurtao. 
staoee that in iheooeinatanw the 8boe*mai ’ . 

kw.tnakea: or' ereates an individual pair of ' .. _ »■» . 

eboe* ; fn tfoeeiher eaae, .4he aothor-invents . perseveranoe witJi which the HuriUru 
that witiefo-iy eawivaient to many tbooaanda ef !* now^golng the whole hog pro-copy right 
poeme—auEy to an i^niiudd, fjetne suppoae ’'**”3' emastng. He fancies himself, or 
that a man invysawd jg maohino 'fw making have Uie world fancy him, seized with a 

ehoes } would be not W entHied toe patent, J'^^^’**®*!'^*,*"** that hU 

fWil to yeeore hfo properly in ibis power to ^«»te forget the scope and tendency of 

multiply ahoeat Aesoredly, what iae teapa- h'*f«»K»«Mnl»»onU{lii8 practices in regard to 
citylowrite a book,'bnt a power ro produce •bo re-print of pIay8,poem8,paajlmBand looks on 
niattltnd» of that book I ' drill and discipline; hiS deliberate and fiond- 

mnltitudea of Uiat book ^ copyright of one Sporting Maga- 


the on this subject, originated in 

some reinanlu of thcdormer, upon an adver- 
tiaement of mi intention to rcTpublish inr-Cal- 
entta, several recent publicationa, on a 


publication in bis paper of entire pamphlets 
on banking and other qocations, and his dai¬ 
ly practice ofyulituy, to use a common phrase. 


large aWe." compreUeuding Napier's Penln- ;LToTdoVrv;;;Tpera wld^ 
miar war. .presuming, we say, upon the public oblivion 

^ 4 i ET I - j j interesting proceedings, the Uwiaru 

IP 118 ^dceedlttg, the HurMru Mndemned qnw piay^ the loud-tongned moralist, calls in 
»; AW infringement upon, the copy«gbt, either tSeaidof law abd the lawyer*" to explain, 
of the author, or iiH assignee. ____ ■ ■ _ *_ _’ 

. .L .* We entreat ol" oar Msder* to perttie the foliowinc 

TI 10 boweT^r, dcfendii the re- lifgal expoaiiion of theianr^eo)^«rf|^ht lakon froni^ the 

pnblieaMon, of valuable works, at nndor pri- HtirilMru of October in Imt year. Let tl^yip .then can¬ 
oes, whilst it appears, there Sre ADpiOs in Cal- trast tliie with tiie article in Saturday's paperl and sav 

___iJ *_ i.A .L— At. _t-a. ..L&.LJta 1- J.... V. y_I .aL.a I_ _I_. .V t*' 


iiuroa^ 8 p«peri end vay 
that can thus shamtlaHly 
i_in|>ortance. Such groea 


entte, unsold, and sent otU ^ the owner of whutetedithdueto Swurna! that can thus 1 
the copyright for sale in this country. Nt>-' v<wr,sb<mt on (wiiit* of public importance. £ 
thing can be clearer than fbui sueh re-pnblida- acoim^eaey it pyrfoetly eickecing. 
tion is fraudulent; hut, says the Sn$li^m% -J'** :^«baVehadW gs fyrdwiiut fivy daye.i 
the Hurftsru himself cOmmendgd ..lllr»:lltiHfh- our ebnetpoadsnt OarrtsifVN BmmhsnmIs. 


tion is fraudulent; but, says the -J ** :^«havehadt)y^^gs fyrdwliut fivy daye.tbeiettarof 

the Hurftsru himself cOmmendgd ..lllri^lltiHfh- our ebnstpoadsnt OsrrtsifVN BmmhsnmIs. We pre¬ 
ton's republication of-the Piei^wii^''9k^em. entnehfiisa ds«cendant of one .of early German 
tTUh ^ generous wish to aid aniOttMy.ptiW9'^i;r nsd we mcogniw atonre the soundneM of hie 

use ij^wtose,, tlie Hurkam did noitiuo faifomlsiy dytthii^ respecting the yyfeiiiHgD of the law of copy-right 
ghei^iicatioH of thW paiigr*; felt-the Hwv '»**'« feswof die corre-poodent of 

k care to hint piseay bf«bnd% to Mr. '^ocawoaa, whow legal posidoiii on the 

^^incb xttad of the "w cnpwpondeot demolwhcs, will, we presume, 

neb lublioation di^fMht oswider Orvmtoi Obferfkr,'w't9 arising from tktap 
trustee for tlr^wner^^tbe Mpytlght, jmUieatiom, ^ie'b.g^vy iriss tcfsihe letter of Byoswoaw. 
i^e have no-'doabt, now MW'*e owsider CHyavvcstK»iifoid;nMeisbdssth» xhoiNsovoTviusk- 
andfeinghtmdo account iMthd large tIow. Tbe idt^Sdife^"r"V»s by BooBwaam 
, wJdiih Ac My* ig-httguiet wi^r Wp dmiit (the 4K . Geo. 3. c. 

the rfobt «wilm^.'WiU . hlkb feil rWt ids wtntlwenoodmgMdmtt'of jmipiiA'ia England aM wfes^ 
jrd, :.nod consider hiijWM the' hest-.foai^Ebfe' f 


deMieoiktIib \f* '■ 


, wiMdrS-idttti' 




• aijiiolid titii fk'po'si^,.*Bd 

‘<1idrtB»ty*'a« if it «rere a vinae wb^MpBonHair 


liBad-qiiai'ters are and have e««r-beea ia Hafie|ttaHlbw of Satur( 
Street. How far i}ta now ooadjqUirs ^avoj 
made out a caae for the 0ia'k9nt,J^a9 wbif; 



at a hu to sm. It is eqiml)^ diffiruU to m to KUji^^e, rh«i 
avy Govornmeat in its senses, wovhuwtfsi of prohititing 
the inhabitants!^'India from purchasing books ytintudia 

America, Germacy. or Fraoce. dmpig k— e- - . 

HAPFKSTOM »«*r«i»nrt0F Enowm ^ aHw ether*. X.et iq#* 

foieiga pre»»e*.,, It would Bpp«ar:t« .w>t<W>te<»«r,ih*tf^^j «Vti«u 3 


iittf9Witl«i.*ii,« «OBtr«fer#y' ptfU-i^ 
tatMafiir ehar&aVfy j|>tlre^ a dh{ij of ^ 

. ijrJaKt. *.wa are defted ,|^ 
our brother to ptthliiih .the defence, beeaiiM^ 
aa hh eeiitd^nee^y tyiika,it entirely upeeta 
atgawenbi.'- The fftirluru kaewo leeil 
eaou gh that the. JSh|y/t*Am«M «eTer refokdii.t|l| 
play to aa antagoniat, but 
the part of eer adremry, to oaper'abdat ’mm- 
ealljoudiy 'for' prii^iieges wMeh he»id>,>iacilk. 


- o . - appoat' , 

Boqi.woRH, in bia-eoiuitrueiipn of tha ioiont addin^ii' 
ing of the 54, Gep. 9,c. 166, hasjnmpeitoaeonelueliiMt 
dinetlp contradkted by the ith aecuoa ofthp ita«|f.’ 
Ho Btatea, tliat “ tliia act, whipivoerhal'ly ro'enaqUi the 
areater part of the former atatnte, omits the worde, the 
United kingdom of Great Britaitnind Jretandin the title,' 
and the words in Europe in the body of tho enactment^, 
and tiiat these ommissiona, aoem to" have been npioo 
with the intent of bringing Hie Majosty** dononbiM ^iq 
orery part of the worjd, witliin the operatiou ot the act. 
The 4ih section contains word* to the following efflectt 
that if any book-seller, or printer, oit' other person, wliat* 
■oever, in any pan of the United Kingdom ^f Oieat Bri* 
tain and Ireland, iu the hies of Man, Jersey or G'tserrisey, 
or any other part of the British dominione, 'ball print, or 
Te-prlnt,DT import any such books, ttp., withodt tbcoon. 
aent of the proprietor of the copyright', he 'ihalt he liable 
to a special action on the ease, etc. Now; untesa Book- 
woNM means to contend, that India it part of the British 
dominiana within the scope and mepniag of the act, tits 
clear that hie interpretation ie ineerreet. We yauapset 
the words “ other part of the Uritiah dominiona,” relates 
to the Hebrides, the Orkneys, See., and does net eontsm- 
plate India, the Canadas or the other .COioniea, else had 
tliey surely been mure particularly atlnded to; in addi¬ 
tion to this, the proposition it clear, that no act of parlia¬ 
ment subsequent to the 13. Geo. 3d, is of authority in 
India, uNtass sceciALLV RKTENoun to tite country. Bona- 
WORM, had he read the 54, Geo. 3, c. 156; which ho 
cites, might also have drawn from it this inference, thi-i 
bs proposition respecting the right of an author to bis 
copyright in perpetuity by common taw, is erroneous, 11 


belt 4b«p Hurkatm re-puktiab our article 
Friday 4aat,'‘in wbldi the aeniltnenta ef Mnrok 
ftre.qgbibited a« epposed to the dootriaes 
Aofiist; and ^ha. doctrlnea of Aagust oowf ' 
trailed ndth thA^kroeticeof Au^rtut and all by¬ 
gone time t and we promise him, on the fdUit . 
of a true knigtal, tegieo him ^e benefit of tho 
'*'etdvertitemem^'‘ -he seeks wUbont ebalrgiiig^ 
him four annas per iine for the insertion, no 
we ought to do for so heavy a sacrifice of 
Space-to so ansfdisfactory an apology. Until ^ 
this -is done, we sbalt briefly state, for tho 
benefit of our numerous venders, who ere rare* 
ly indulged with a sight of the Hurkaru, tbi^ / 
our oontemporary draws fine, distinotioua be-: , 
tween the aet' of re-printing for pecuniary pnfit 
and the act ef re-printing for the prqfit Atained ' 
5y obli^ittff one's fritfub ; that he endeOytH'S to 
make It appear that, myml rights- and. /qpef ' 
rights are synonimbns; that a copyright by 
law extends to tlie peri^ of 28 years and to 
all parta of the world ; and that the Piek- 


take the .trouble of giving them a special action on the 
ease aguinst those who . infringe this right 1 Why give 
them thnt by art of Parliament, which, a'-cAdiog tile 
Hookwomm's common law, they pot|g|Btsed already r!- 
Bengal iJurhara, October lit, leSfc 


and if, therefore, the privilege of copyright could not bav# 
eaUteU previous to 1471, aodyetto he good by cornmim- 
law, it onglit to have existed before 1189 then anaatl^ox 
could have no commoti iarir right. It was dflifaecision, 
wliieh alarmed the Universities, and raad^mam obtaW 
the 15, Geo. 3d, c. 53. 

So much for Bookworm^ mistake as to the coUmon 

__.s A.. .A*a'- 1_ a. _ I ^ . 


■ - , j - , , jAilaw. In regard to the atatwe law, he hasnot'beea 

such right wars 10 ^ authors, why does the legwtato A,^o,^ fortunate in fa» liwitbratioas. He would have the 


To ikp Editor of the Bengal Bpriaru and Chronicle, 

Sir,—You lusgmggpriated from dta EngUshpuin, a leU^ 
under the aignature orBooKWonu, whicii he stated to be 
written for the infonoatton of the 'b(^ok•trade^>f India. 
The wriiy, however, with most beempibg modesty,,de¬ 
clares, tliat lie would *' beardiy rejoicf^ to be convinced 
tiiai he is in error, end.aa aotliing is more giadfying te 
me than to impi^rt satisfot^on, I wall tmm^iately- fffc- 
eeed to give him cause ferjoy. 

Bookworm’s first pfopesitiW.hbthat by the " dbmtnab 
law of England, any author «ra»whtiited to tke ehylaaive 
enjoyment of his coprigbt inimipi^y,'’ Thia. i diatitiei' 


ettthpnhy.tiiaaA dn«i*J 

:• .tv. 


ly contradict, qnd on no eltgater 
won of the Hoitae of Lorda. ^1 «L 
Banmifg. .and jHqrgrave, did oi 
nupport’tbat dretom before the aupi 
they ^re reminded, th|it lt||. Mercian, 
and panish cuatomafornerngBiegreats 

coronfian law, cateod hd fnimer, t)k<« ____ 

withont detemuning m M^^tpyeray^baswnen'Haerldhfr 
Meets, and Strasburgh. Or.fiii^^Mrhs ■ef pesterr.'pntMr- 
^^erg, abd, Schoeffer, - . ; 


til introduced;, 
hbti tkat coBueei 



gSok-trade believe, that the 54, Geo. 3d, c. 156, extemls 
tb Caleutta, becase the uiorfe in the United Kingdom gf 
fOreat Britain and heland,end the word Europe, whicu 
are inserted ip the 41, Geo. 3,c, 107, are omitted, ia ibia 
jjicl; therefore,says Bookworm^ '* thiaomiasionmuat have 
the lagat effect of bringing His Majesty’s dominipnaiu 
every part of the world within the pale of prohibitiaBS.” 
.Thk'is bad bipc, and worse law. hot I will not atop' to 
argae, when the aldhga hammer of an tyaUiority, a&se a 
caae in point, .ia at my band; if BomcwoitM over opeonfi. 
|a lew-tboek, he cab hardly be ignorant of the decision 
mgarmw nets apd the pest nori; ifhe be, let turn 
Ubo^lo'nli Bake I. IfBooKwoKK ever aat a single day 
ik:4|W'$a|itfime Uonrt, he would have learned, tlut nn- 
dtwvjmjljfofmti in Colvin's case, all the Judges havai 
ihV^||%W*nld; rbit.bo Act of Parlianient rinoOtkk 18 
of autlwrity in India, voletaby 
espematvmbctib^^bimkdingittgthb country, and as 
tmtre w n»0«C|l<4^dt|mSst in the statutes cited 1^ Booa- 
dmaia^tHiay )|as'i0ili>javoil jo Beugal. Thus; Sir, I think. 

1 bava ahvo.ttmil SgfKWMMb fikmomn law ia bad, 
****hiastatmrclaw •rill.'pnniib acd'l.lioir, trust that he will, - 
as is becomtE^efimtAbpmtOMe, “heartily rejoice.” , . 

I fO^ j^r obedient Mrvaot, 

Jba,3 '■ ' i, ,t'\ DRiTaEB*N BoosHStnot. 

• AcCcrdii»mikt£||lkwker«, to e9ttra|t e« tfirtkle 

-, _;liwm anoihor^faper'llAi'a^owvf** !*• Yet-m# dom ool ; 

these' advettiiwmata 
for tim'' is 




if'mkie i 







ilttt Jiuii tbM 

_ ft tf»t Byron’s ** lOiMtidr To «rg;a« 
fartber with oar eoViteniporary who 
from one assertion to another, 
aiitf'vttttiit to sophistry and iinpudoAoe to*no^ 
; aifriKli ' attempt to interirapt. an oodertakinir 
aitf{jested by the pabiik wants, were 'super* 
9eoas anfl^ absurd, shaU leave him to 

exultOTer his pew discoveries and to hn;; 
htmsejjf in tiie belief that'Mi. BOrjeant Tel* 
fourdit who moves ^ extend- ihe bopyrtglvi 
(1) has the same nodons with the BurMnL ai 
to it» present broad Hmits. In th*e meantiihe, 
wo exhort Mr. Rushtati-to foitnw the radvioe 
fiven hitp by the fiwrkaru in Marcit* and to 
ioutate the exaipp^e spt by Messrs. Samuel 
Soilth and Co. for hiany years. The iPdiaa 
pwblie should hot any-longer bo held .at the 
ilierey of L'>ndna -pobli.sliers who, -formiox -an 
erroneous estimate of our literary wants, send 
opt one copy of a work when they should send 
' Ott£ one bnitdred, and seek to profit by cbari;in)(. 
ns sixty, seventy, and even a-hundred per' 
cent, advance hn the retail prieb,%eeiiuse- vye 
are at adistanoe from tho'soatce hf appply.. 
Ott points of eonscience^-Mr. Buthtota niay 
borrew something from the Jiurkaru.- Our 
ooBtemporary does riot 0b|ect to' a profit on 
re-prints he merely didTSra with Mr. -Rashton^ 
as to the yneftty of the profit. Mr. Smidi was 
tBagaaoimouSly sadslied, according: to, Ids, 
presint aecoant, with bavins by :kts re-prints j 
conferred an abliaation'opun certain influen-j 
tial people, widmitt, of course, anticipating; 
a1etnm''of favers in kind'. Mr. Rnshton is 
content to sack the inovusses.and ask no 
qinfidiaiis.’' The principle is the same in both 
eases, s'^hars, tp leave the Hurknru with¬ 
out one lek to stand upon, Mr. Kushtun 
Bright ohIigeThacker and Co.,Lattey dnd Pit- 
tar, fcnd Ostell by Imving op their small stock 
of JPiekwiekr and £r«pr, «vat the advertised 
prices, but we do not see that it is positively 
upeessary, beeause thbre is reasoo to think 
the Hurkaru, in his new-born seal for the in«4 
terest of the London trade, will do so himself. 
—Englithman, Auguit 21. 

MTiCdt of room, ay we annoojioed yesterday, 
prevented tiietinserlion pfthe following arti- 
eie on the subject of the piratical re¬ 
prints 

The Orienud Observer has some remarks on 
the subject of the literary pirxeies otVfts,pub- 
Usher, in which, apparently, Mr..,Mnshton 
wakes very lighlorthe dlshonegi^'ail^ immo¬ 
rality whibfa, in oar view, of . riteatMatter^at* 
tahbes to the aDaitt,bosiaed '*h*pi1nt;pfatandard 
vnorks Md popular tib«leiii.;o'Thid.editor of 


Oipifer'appnRrstohe p«rfee% satisfied 

^ -ir „ fpod book# for the tram of fourteen 


awit^le ORodoor on the pitft of otir weekly, 
brother, we will, upon tbO pfjocfple ofretwrn- 
^■ing good for evil, proceed ‘tolsy-befwe him 
the result of onr perquisitions on the lew of 
khe matlent First, ns to the statutes of tho fi^b 
of Queen Anne, c. 19, and the 'statutes of the 
4tst George 3d and 3410' of George 3d, being 
ontemled to this country. We believe, that 
the stajiatos of George the 3d are wholly out 
of-tlie question, iflaxinnoh as the statute law 
of Rat^nd extended to this eoontry, must be 
taken generaTly tu be limitled to the siatotes 
passed previously to the year 1726. The sta¬ 
tute of tite Sth of Queen Anne, o. 18, came 
into operation on the 'lOih of Apiii, 1710, and 
we therefore see no reason why, considering 
the otiyeors and m.itier8 and rights embraced 
iq this pieee of iegisintion, it should not ex¬ 
tend tq this coiony. Supposing, that it does 
so extend, we publish for the information of 
tbe^MwsrMf*, that olause. which partteoiarly 
applies to its pubtisiiier in tlie matter of the 
re-prints. 

COPYRIOHT—BOOKS AND MUSIC. 

“ 8 Ann, e. 19. An Act for the enconrage- 
ment of learning, by vesting tlie eoi-ies of 
printed boohs'iii'the aulhors or piirciiasers 
of such copies, daring the times tlieiein 
mentioned. 

c 

“ Whereas printers, book-sellers, and other 
persons, have of late frequently taken the li¬ 
berty of printing, re-printing, and publishing, 
or causing to be printed, re-printed, and pub¬ 
lished, books and other writings without the 
consent of the authors or proprietors of such 
books and writings, to tbeir very great detri¬ 
ment, arid too often to the ruin of them and 
their families ; for preventing, therefore, such 
^traetices for the future, and for the encourage¬ 
ment of learned men to compose and write 
useful books, ire it enacted, that from and 
after the tenth day of April, 1710, the author 
-of any book or brooks already printed, who hath 
not transferred (o,any othef the copy or copies 
of sncii book pr books, share or shares thereof 
ortbe book-seller Of book-sellers, printer or 
printers, or other person or persons, who bath 
or have purchased or acquired—tbs copy or 
copies of any bodk or books, in order to print 
or re-print the saipie, shall have the sole riglit 
and liberty of printing siicb book and books 
for the term of olne-anil-twenty years, to com¬ 
mence from the said tenth day of April, and 
no longer ( and that Ibeaothor of any book or 
books-aireadypomposed and not printed pad 
published, or ibat shall heieaflerbe ooiaptMdd, 
and his asiign *0 or* gmynr shall haVe the Om 


' tfae.law ^o not fraich him. fie tells 
^11 we have not shew* him that the sta- 
r of Ainito stnd George the 8d apply to this 
otry, and that he shea Id not heiieve os if 
raaserted that they did. : la «p|o|iial o€ Giia 

. t . I Il l'l l 


t'The antoal hs» .siiem%.writtm a pls}^ eM|ed. 
Ppa/'and u eC eeaw* anxioiu tbst Ms family dbopM 
^ I tlw 'OMst af tke .wMk.-^. ■Tbem.ia aa.gmat:i|ki^,: 


r it bawevff. 


tram of fourteen yeamitb 
pmnnfeaCe from the day of the first pnbtiimltfjl: 
of the same, no longer; and tinttlf SHy 
other hocA^mtm^ pi^ntsar or other nersoa tybat 
soeVer, fi%^«imd.'frilmihet^ day of A:»ril, 
1710, «litiin11he;<lmes grawOd arid limn^ 
by this adtr «t matt ve-pflnl,^ 

Import, or catwp.. <q he (winted,'re-printed^. 
Importtf hunk or books, wKiftmKtiitf> ^ 



Aa^, bftd AH^ ofat^iMd m wi<%j(i»ifAr 

ed m «>® presence oC twe or tpore. erediota «it|»i|!#^pd nMwdwJf 

witnea^ ; or Iuiowiqk the. saoie to bft.,iio, ,p4«t AQd.seU) rof^Wdlfp beitefU, sitiifh lili® 
printed or reoprioted witbont the oofleept of or lUeriiir^ co|npo^Uod^.,l5!jfa|iMMi Ih? vUf viff 
the proprietors, shall sell, pabliab^pr . expose itbe.«>.«tbo|ri]iy ... . - . fe-. ~ . , . s V7‘ 

suoh oonseut first had and obtained as afore- Pit 

said ; then such olfonder or offenders shall -^?''! • *^^*^ ?* adthorj;r^'th^-'^ld^ rtM 

forfeit such book or books, and all an?e,Tery 

sheet or sheets beins part of each book w '“L.V*® •»*«»***“<««»«*“«*! 

books, to the proprietor or proprtetors of the bonthtioBi prescribed 

copy thereof, who shall fortti with damask apd 

make waste paper of them; and, further, ihaf -■ 

every such offender or offenders sHhU forfeit 0tt>i9,f etoyegJpdges ;tt«o wore ef^Ht to* 

one penny for every sheet which shall hp found three, jtijpon tlw g^st q^nesttcn In favour of UiA 
in his, her, or their oustudy, either printed or 9.f *l*^*“*M^t f®.®*" “ppri the sg^' 

printiD^y published or exposed to Hxle wpoii tuo tiiird ; but Sit 

trarj to the true inteotand aieanijug of Janies Burrow 4dd;»^ 
act; the one moiety thereof to the Q.Teen s. « ,, 


most excellent Majesty, lier heirs and ;uooes.1, ** *»*«» Mansfield a^ 

sors, and the other moiety ttiweof to any per., <'orfa wi>»s Opinion ; and therefore eoMrttrr^ 
son or persons that shall sue for the sanirto wlt“ o>«l»t upon theJrst question ; wifc 
be recovered in any of her Majesty’s Courts of I'*° * 

Record at WestndnSter, by action of debt, bill, ®P®® ‘he lliird. But it being very unusn# 
plaint or information, in which no w^r pf from reasons ofdelicapy, for aFeeT to sap|^^^ 
law,essoign, privilege or protect!on, or more own ju^ment upob an apg^Bal to tHw 

than one imparlance shall be allowed/' Mouse of Lords, he did not speak. 


Ob an appeal to tUw’ 


Butin addition to the remedies given, by ^R®” Vl? 

)i.s rttatutK in the sliane of whii*h mar 'Wiaw lat& rtoht ih an ttpUlOr to hia works* belojpj- 


IhisMlatute in llie sliape of penat/ies, which maj ill? < r a ?. 

be sued for by any common informer, the an- away by the statute of Anne, the judgCif 

thor or his assignees have at ,eontmon law a toaix. 


right of action for damages against any plrati- six in favour of the Author's perpetual ■ 

cal iMihlisher, on winch point, we beg to refer ^gljt being Lord Mansfield, the Lord Chief, 
our cotemporaryiothe caseol Millar e. Taylor Ba^on of the Exchequer, Mr. Justice JsAursf^, 
intlic4lliliu. roughs reports, and Ponaldson Mr. Jutiice Aston. Mr. Justiee WUhs. BUiAMt, 

r. Bfoket.in ilic samp compilation, which cases ^/acAsroKc. , 

go to the question of right in the author ; first, - 

lo the exclusive right ofpublicaUon in the first jjat wifether an author have or hav^pot p. 

instHnoc : secoadly, l,o the oxclUHtve I'ijcht after perpetual right not taken away by the ffiikuto"' 
publication, with remedy by action against all^f ^le only stgtute on the subject whicA 


restrained, or taken awaj^y Che statute of f, pitted before the expiration ^ 

Anne; upon all which poll^!i^>u^ colemporary .. gy years from the fret pubUedtion of it, wr*y 
will hull in the above oases, innCB jearning, ^aintam an action on the ease far damase* 
phi osi^hy. philanthropy, and reasoning. He the offending party, al 

will hnd i^illar v. Tayjor, which was enter^ atJStal{one/s He 

a question piiacy of fhemmons Sea it «;«, arst’pnliiished without, 

sons. Lord Mansfield, Mr. Justice apd author." 

Mr. Justige Aston, after two solemn'' argu* 

ments in the King’s ..Bench, held.fst, ttiatby , And thfa casC <ii4 reoommenci 
the Ivm an author had n..,right iq JiCtfdsal of the O^creer’s editor 

works in perpetuity ; and secondly,that the ' ' • 

right was not taken away by the statute of -The pwe 1* pf first chop 


maintain an action on the ease for damage* 
against the offmding party, allhov^hthe reorjt 
was not entered aijStalioners Hall, and al^u0h 
it was first pnhiished without „thq name of th«': 


And this ease recommend fotbe espepiikl 


right was not taken away by the statute of -The pwe 1* pf first chop aafhnrit^, thp^jt 
tlie,8Ui of Qeen Anne; and iq Donaldson judlj^i Pll eopoutring and the said. jpdgps, 
V. Becket, which was an appeal to .'the House being, L(Wd .fiCcMye^ Mr.'Justice 'Ashurat,!. 
of Lords, upon the three 'following questions Mr. JwstfesdMaiw,and Mr. lustiop Lawrence, 
referred to elevenJudges for th‘eir6plaipb,vig : four of ifae gi^tMt lawyers JBngland has yet 


** 1. Whether at common law,,an apTIldr, 1 
any book pt literary composition had thp abi 
right of fifat,prinUpg.ai^ poblishing^eaiMi 
for sate ; ano. might ', bring .an actUn dgaln 


possessed.' It -is quite ole#, tWrefore, from 
all this, thatthe Maintc nf An^ extends to 


anjr person ppe 
the apipe mthO' 


tNerTt:dPeS 'Ot''«l«d|np^ he has mad 
Jtehte thiph aotloff fbf^ainagesithed! 
a^j^shnVtng d-wii^y at^pmuMOp 


laito bimselC 
irif|«rP|%is 
lOp'/sW'iPde^ 


•1? 


THE CoilirillOttT 


nn (Ii#^i^{p1e ai laid 4««ra it> B*ek- 
that dtiria]|r 41teex(fA«qeft.ofr 
the author’s rig:ht>of acl*oii:fi^i 
. exists, the pdaallles given b}t (he 

,-..JKte^atO being liable to.te sued foi^hyaa^ieom^ 
h'i|j|i{Hh informer ;$o tb'itiif- ttt« hatbor’s tentedy 
.; Irerd eonnned to the pennitie* imposed by «Ib- 
Jute, a^ Uiat ^e bonimon ipfortner shdnld'b* 

. in' Ddtttg'hnder'ibe Mb.- 

.,. luip.fpr tbe ttbnni'ihM; the liathofnr bi«ttsa}gn» 

be (vlliibut compensation,, .ny rbtu^y 
'r...iggBji.nst the pirates; thb •eefMimin-ttAo rt^Xi, 
jUterefore, in the author, is a'riifbt' 'Ooncnrreni 
with bis 1 emedy by Itatate ; ktttd baving now 
delivered ourselves of the result of oorper- 
.qufaitioDs for the beheSt of our weekly con* 
. teigtipoi'Bry, we elose oUr observations, leaving 
,1 . h tobim to pin ae much or as little of faitli as 
; lie may please, .upon tlie aoeuraeyof the fate. 
Dialed by os,<—i/urkarK, .^.iryust 22, 


QUESTION. 


^ It is even as ire had anUeiptAed. The 
litimaii haa not one single argument to ad- 
, yapoo, in support Of fiis view of the copy* 
, piracy question. -Tlie whole of bis arlj- 

ele In yesterday's paper is a mere reiteration 
of the charge Of inconsistency against .us, 
wiliibujt the slighWt notice of our complete 
refutation of the charge in Saturday’s paper. 

^ B|e labours to confound the ro-ptiut ol extracts 
,',',from newspapers and ephemeral pamphlets in 
ojir jouriiHl, with the pirating of standard 
Woiks'; but notwithstanding ail his deliberalc 
riiis-slaiements ornuf argnmentsin our Salur 
dpijljLnrficle, the JSb^fMman.shews himself to 
lic nolhMg niorp than his own ?‘J«ck Urag” 
liiinsc'lfMl over, and like bis preuious protu- 
type, is on this matter of copyrightt “most 
catawumpousiy stump’d,” heliternily has not, 
one wutdin liiogimpe ufo argument to say 
bimsolf. We have only to say that we anpiin 
l^dony jlhe ch-arge ol* inoonsistenuy cithef in 
'^practice or in opinioo; and not to go ovwr 
' the same ground again, we beg on .this point 
to refer toout article of Saturday, which our 
friend the man of tart is tooeuuning to reprint 
as we ebalienged him to do, , 


As to'ou% former exposition of the - lew of 
eO|iyrjght,re>pdbIished by the WngKsktmn from 
the Hnrktn'U of the Tfth Oidober, of 1836, we . 
are still of the ifamo upittiun, that the.acts ef 
the 41 stand 64th Oeorgo’Sd.dS mo* eoftewd^e 
.€hi» country^ We said- so ou'.tbo9iyki of Octo* 

, •■'hpt laat, we' said so" ou Sotarda^, and wo say 
^ ^po ftUt, and what 'po>Q.t'; of itiCd^isieiKiy our 
. epteniporary mclins id^etsthblisk agaiust-u#.iby 
, th»^e*pul>]icaUuu ef ndiatbeeAiUD our exposi*. 
tlon.of the laiD.'of cooyrigbtia October laat,*'] 
understaud...> The qaesUon 
iipufWmeitsped'by us wa«,;)wealhai'**India.was 
trt ,pE ihEjs'lliiiish da^bioioas' within, the 
Dope and' t^'adiug of 4be vaoi*>.*:(the <64tii 
febrge tUh e..l6d);- , We thought it.-,wibr^ot, t 
t ah'dwD Mb have^ai^e'stMed, ".tfo dotigiilbuik 
the act appiii^ tb\f|Ddia-**4nd«dtti, 

I'' does not. But «Dildf^r'lw.4iBy, 

1^We also, in the Ootober article, denied the 


right,of aHtberr fU: at / 

to aid wg, oii ^tor(iay,"sb. do we new.* 'Wo 
shewed >» the epnij’kry,''bh the adthofity-of 
Donaldson.aod l$beket,a>t<l BcckToid Wood; 
that tbp. 4-i,gbLOf action at commOd' tauriaa 
b'tAiW right; but slUl autIvOrs have at voMftion 
faw, penJiag the exlsfeuceof tbc eopyriglit 
■by ptalute^a right of action against the pirati* 
CM publisher of their works. And now we 
’Wmila ask, whene is the fMcew*Mf««r^ 'wiHoli 
ekliear buj- squeamish cotcihpo'iary f But,-we 
will obsm vb.ibat evert if wo did happen tO be 
mistaken on,the law .in October,” there is no 
reason why we should nuikdopt a better legal 
opinion iu the following August. It happens, 
however, ns we have above'shewn, that we are 
net incupsistent; and this charge, like alt its 
predecessors made against us in the English^ 
UMM,,falls to the gruund. Cheap pablicatiuns 
are a .grand engine' of civilieation; this we 
said in October^ liut, hnd this we uphold'nbw; 
but we never said or thought that the pirate 
was entitled to the profit On them. On the 
contrary, tl;e Iggitunate claimant ought to 
have tlic advantage aiisiug Iruin cheap publi- 
catieus; and,now having answered the tho* 
rongJily dishonest, tiicky and disgraceful aiti- 
de of the £bp/irA»ian of joster'day, we will 
ofl'er a few words on the subject of ilie pro¬ 
posed piratical re-publication of Napier’s 
Pcrifusular War. As hn illustration of tho 
difference at ta the amount of injury woi ked by 
the piraters of what are called hoaks in con¬ 
tradistinction to irifiet and ey/umeratt. 

Colonel Napier is, we believe, a soidierof 
fortune,-one of a taige family of .very reuxirk- 
ubic persons. -We doubt if he has auyihing 
to subsist on but bis balf-pay and bis liteiaiy 
labours, which nu doubt bring biin in soiiie- 
itiing considerable, and we think, but have no 
time for reforeiioe to the last volume, or to tiie 
avtivle in the last London and ;Wcstiirmster 
Review^ which he puhibshed iii Bis defeiiec, 
that he bas^ not sold thoj copyright of any, 
unless, perhaps;«(We Ist vol. Mr. Boone is his 
nieio piibtisher>-Mpri‘ay having declined to 
puiehase. Oiainmoi'tul Military Ilisiury—tlie 
best tiling of.its kind since the {iays,..sh‘ ^lesar, 
rsen aannity ^ him, bis fagp^-Wind hclis tor 
his tU^e, and tm ^Syearii oven if. he die sCuner; 
and 4f Beigimnt Talfouid’s efforts succeed, 
will oxtepd.'Uiuch futiber, .The tubnur ami 
ejcyxmse of pimiuemg Ai* admirable work, 
|-aiust be-^prodigiaus. The correspondence, the 
disuussioas, the reference to grehievea, re¬ 
cords, places, papers of ail sorta at home and 
abi!ca*^gl1 Ae*e,»eceiMitirily,(nvolve vast toil 
andj.exp^ditin'9 cx|iilm* Thb profits of 

each-.vcklqpm (uokjl afrAl.*®*®** .“P *" *i'® 
e^ebtpf .itijiiprp^ontlpB, tir in' the cliatges of 
pAdPitins AB.DbwnAmE voidine-: Itison 


sub»eqi»e^ 
the.rftiftsmetf 
iupa,4eagj|«p, „ 

Stt«hja>wO|ik',m^.W: 

■pOKtC'tMl 


dbly tbai'lie'ceti, rely for^ 
_f'.talenUl fabburand vlr* 

■“^fobfl*' -vtit. 


from the 



tbb bibst' bbfdrv 

' 'A,fOi^, w’bdtiWevei'^'ler/ 




THE C0PTRf6**'f f^*®’*’^**^* 

■ ■ '''•',''f.'i. 1 *!,• » All 

-n...«»liat alow in roUirnJ«K’Ti tirtofit to tlie, 


fc<pi4nt48 Tpmf 

ThA4e<nnna is iiie.rojore smo €n.u .— o-i - i-t»« «diiiit.lbo "airwi^Mwnw —■c^ 

somev»,hat slov in £'^‘’tho’ittvsT to he%omot ^thntfxwSfs^Jf "j®*! 

6i)li;;titeiiod »nd talents awth^, J!L* <«rnia far adeUa^orimo astherd- 

. T t., .ithn alinaRS: 


wijjalitoiied and taiemca »««■»■, - 

anaiously look, Jn ilii* ylis)i*i ,to tho adoceSsfa! 
sale of sub8cq|OC1>t «^ilion9. 


,ofjl"VSf t! in' ''A*f %«™isfS 

and rank l.l»z .ned m a list of 
saoU a purpose, wliioh is 

from a gall ant biotlicr soldier, of "ilomaM 

must be proud, the bavdly 

oerseverin!! to'l in the noMe.woeK <M 

spreading 

wlitilc eivilized world, ^d bf 

of war in its highest peVfe«tion, not by fifobepl 

a «T.r 1" t by examples dr,awn irmn tM mosi 
atone, on ^ history ? 


to-bo correct as the id- 

oi»:| propbr terias fb' ^0^008 

jMibiioafdm, f Ila%as 

;defea«c Uiett of no^.» 

1_i„ . iit4<i.iikjtlie lina. heaays, 0‘»w"? 


interesting 

We confess we feel strongly the injary 
about to be done to ibis gfeat ^nd good man. 
and wo do think an appeal to the good fwi' V* 
of the army should ,iiol l»e effect in 

preventing so great and aiijOStiflable a wrong. 
-Ibid. 


To the Editor of the Ettgliihman* 

Sir—Having for some time past t^ken an 
inlciesl ill the internaiionul copviight ‘l“est'oii 
disenssod in English ««'! African 
,>uU t have not been an indiiroicnt ousotvei 
ofllio pleasant lilllO ” Hare up” 

IhtrkJu and yourself. I had always helif^d 
you Imth to be of opinjoo that the “'Wr'Bj'*, 
law did not extend to this nomHry.4tnd I djs- 
liuctly rememher that ih^ tfioAeiru. in t»e 
couiseof last ,ear, fWwy, warmly protested 
against tlic assdiiiWlo^i of adlise wriler iK other 
th&t India was within th® operation of tlie sla- 

tiiWV. Yoor hriiiher, however, wtiosB paper for 

Ihc la'at®W»ive irlhnlhs ha» tosemhled a ship 
without a tndder. seems to ha«e divested him 
of liLs old opinions, and essays to iotrodhea 
Lmfe spie and span.new « not.ooa'' 
the more tidicaloo* from their bei^ ijai^ 
opposed to hisown praeVoe^ But let ttsexV 
mine the merits of bis case a little. > | 

It seems.that the Hitrkehii whatever he 
formerly have thofOghtv'«i»» oonsiders the 
vffewe of re-publi8hiiirt)fooiNj,»^l»^^e$?*» 
in atrocity to robbery? and' 

u:,. nrnsa. And i« oohlhioCOd by the 


iliosi*.4f SUeridaft Khowli^^^^sy«» ^ ^ 

and, in geperat, , 

loss in- sooh an estabiisliment a. 

■considorabie, but ns.to prolit 

of it I If so, ho is only In Uje pu»»M«“ 

man who, shoald adopt CoWett» 

scatter his furgei Bank-et'Bus 

over tlMs eonatryinstoad.of passing i ® 

XmiwrfJrgiry U, I*** 

metif, but Itis aa “"j!* ?« * 

".•r, aTn^ffl 

“ the loss is of so little f 

direct gala is obtained Q tL 

'«r5:."i:sa735S"&“ 

r«t 


iJe plications were 

sfj rs 1. St; »r,r..ru pi 

loll. ■ •■ 

But patting aside^Jiese personal argamente, 

I am ready to bceii 

legal question. Whatever have been 

iirgned^in the case of MiUer v. “* 

been determined by the ■ 

lias no right beyond the limits 4t 

Tue whole quosiion 'i’.«e 

Geo.IU fi. IWpsxteudsto ^f 

sappose^it will not ho 1 ^ or^B 

the acceding, stalutes Id 0®®- 
Anirc; 10, did so, when ’» tew 

they did not eten include Ireland. II ih® mw 
of aop-jriglit extended to India, wliu^ hM 
moy^^WitdMette'hed in tlie ®:‘‘PT,^r'^oes 
“hen H is,^idanl, that 
leaist is this copotry, aad is P[,?! as 

tiMi i-aiiAthat its invasion is » f 

^ well as niftpitkl offence |» but, it the iignts o 
wen « «WOW' ^ . nropor-* 





THfi copyaieiit qbestiom. 


/With regard to the injury to them, 1 must 
aupimge it to im trifting, or «e should^ dot 
fiitd their {^iinaif>at agents in Cala'utta, Messrs. 
Tharkor and Co., also agents for Galigdani 
and Co., lulling amongst other work|, thos^ of 
suqh popular authors as Souttand uTyron, tin- 
copyright of which is in foil vigor. 

With regard to Mr.llasilitua’q re-prints, it is. 
just this; they may prevent tiie sale of a,.few 
exi'onsive London ropies of the same weak, 
but unless the London bpok-sejlqrs w,iU 4 >.:hli^i 
cheap editions for the indiah market,, the re¬ 
prints will do them no harm, and if they do it 
will not be attempted^ 

Tours, Itt'r. Editor, 

llIT HIM HARD. 

JSnfilui/nm, August 32,] 

r , ____ » 

I 

A correspondent of the ^ngliihman, hit 
HIM HARO, who joins issue with ds upon the 
law of copyright, says, arhongst other things, 
that the statute of Anne cannot apply to i^i.s 
country became it does not tipplff to Ireland 
Meaning, we presurns, that inasuinch as the 
aot of union dill not take place till l«Oi, an 
act granted in 1710, did not apply, and hit 
HIM HARD is quite right as to Ireland, but 
aingiilaily mistaken as to India. The eorres 
pondeiit of the Eitf/lis/iman might as well say, 
that the statutes limitatious and .the statute 
of frauds, &e., &o., do not extend to India, 
beeaufi^^ey were passed before the year 
1801. And^it be contended, that the statute 
of Anne is not* of so general a nature a‘S the 
two statutes abovementioned, we will.by way 
of illustration rite a ease ^decided in the 
Supreoie Court in Calcutta, the ease or 
Ebenezer Thompson v.< David Clark and 
olliyrs, in which an act of the 9 th and 10 th, 
William the 3rd, entitled “ an aot for deter¬ 
mining differences by arbitration, was plead¬ 
ed, anti the plea held good. The English of 
which is that the jiidges recognized the act 
of the 9th and lOtli, William th^Srd, as part 
of the statute law of England in force in this 
country, in common with the rest of the sta¬ 
tute law (a few statutes peculiar to the 
English system of law eveepted) which is 
extended to this country up to the yenr 1728. 
Now this statute as well as all the otlierSjwere 
assed before the Irish Union Act, tbdy arp 
eld to extend to this country, ahd so will 
the 8 th of Anne, wjien the question arises, 
which will, we suppo. 9 c, accur In the course 
of nfijtl term, or as ^soou' the powers to sue 
Mr. Kushfon sl;^li have arrived in this coun¬ 
try, supposing always that some informer 
does nof bring Mti action against him on the 
statute of Anne-for the penalties, wbiq'ti will 
be a more expeditious mode of bringihg 
the matter torissne, aiid of getting the deef. 
aion of lhe,jfW( 5 es.r—IfurAara, August 23. ' 


Sometimes, we have seen a critic, with some noble " 
volume,before him. almost invulnerable in its peifec- 
tion and beauty, standing, like Shnlbad by the rokh’s 
fSHi perplexed at fiAdiog no hole to creep in it.—t)n 
Parti/ Critieim, ‘ 

Ample provision has bean nibdein England,, 
to secure to the author and his heirs, fora 
aothber of years, llteexelusivc prufitof his la- 
bonfs, b«t his privileges only extend to the 
iCingdonf ef Great Britain and Ireland, and 
islands Ihereur belonging, and by no means 
inteifere with British colonies, or British pos¬ 
sessions, elsewhere. This point being settled, 
has k colonist in any of ihese pus.sessions, the 
right to reprint the woik of such an author, 
for circulation, in that colony, or any other 
colony, to which the acts of Parliament do not 
extend ? It is plain he has ; and having such 
a right, ds it jiist towards the author of a po> 
pillar wofk, for such a person to reprint and 
publish,' and pocket the einoininents arising 
from the sale in any colony, tlie author having 
Ijimseif neglected to supply his work to that 
colony, at the rcasnnabic price ; and having 
not only done that, but in sonic in.stanees, em¬ 
powered his publi.shcrs, to denuind more for a 
single dopy, in certain colonies tlian would 
cover the expence of transciibing it' It 
just, and detracts noting liuin tlio author’s 
pocket, although it materially cnliaiuc.s bis 
fame, add llio justice of the thing being iiu 
ways doubled, and one coloni.st having often 
pursued the course siiccessfiilly, is it fair on 
the part that colonist to impugn tlie conduct 
of aiiutlier because be.taking advantage of the 
example of the first, and ol the want of fore¬ 
sight also on the part of the lirst, publishes 
and repiints in the colony, for a tiille, a po- 
(iiilar work, which sells dear, not only in 
England, but monstrously so in that colony ? 

not fair on tiie part of the first colonist to 
<K this, and he deserves a seveic repiiiuand 
yroin the reading puhlio of that colony, while 
on theotitar hand iiis antagonist, colonist the 
sCcond, deservestthe thanks of that body, 
so far as he has.tlirr'tJ'lHhe trade open to coin- 
petition, and UIHjkiIIv riiii.s a heavy risk, sole¬ 
ly to oblige the said body.* Tims statKlv'lhe 
case between Mr.Samoci Smith ntulM^^'wil- 
liani Uushton of Calcutta, and 4ffTffg peisun- 
ally unacryuinted with either, and eating for 
neither, only anxious to befriend the^ man 
who will give na cheau knowledge, whoever 
he is, we have ventured a few remarks on the 
subject. 

When we came to India, (we use the we 
because it comi-s as naturally tons, as toJMi’* 
SarauelSmith.Mr.Cottrwr, or Mr. Englishman,') 
we asked in GalcuUa, whore we could find a 
copy of a tragedy, recently published in Eng¬ 
land. Being rather dull of hearing, we did not 
altogether comprehend wljo, or what the Hur~ 
liaru was, when,we were directed to go there ; 
for, said oar informant, the /ftMknnt reprints 
and repiihUshes'inost of the famous plays and 
tragedies, and he sells^ thcm much cheaper 
than we c 4 in doHadw».|fet them from Ep^nd,. 
and is umhaadMaae ^ough, to expose io his 
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• 'pMfl's-edUorial, our high price and his own 
tow price, leaving the-gulled ones to study 
suhtraction at leisure. Now, I could nut 
make out who the deuce Hurkaru was ; for 1 
am ignorant of the tanguagcs spoken, so I* 
took him first t(\„be a Native god,' endowed 
with snpernalnral Hl>ilitics, whose cniioep- 
tions being so expiindcd and faculties so 
wortderfiil, could (liink exactly what|!ieHU 
thor in England thought, write what he wrote, 
and publish, what he published, simultane- 
oustv. 8a summoning all my " saltttus' and 
fa/tibs’ and ruminating on this great angel 
who was soon to pocket niv rupees, 1 halted, 
orrnlheran nnscemlv thing in which I was 
driven halted, opposite to the doorof the tem 
pie in Harc-strcct, (I am not long in India, 
and the temple at my visit was a little out ol 
repair,) and entered bowing. There yrasan 
apparent di.sorder observable in the mansion, 
which I immediately attributed to Hindoo 
slolhriilness, but by and bye, instead of coin¬ 
ing into the presence of some golden image, 

1 stood in a retail bookseller’s shop, and I 
was in the presence of the Ilurkn-'u. So all 
at once, my donhts were dispelled, and 1 for- 
.sonk the holy demeanour with which I had 
ciitored, and hrtaihed freely, f asked for the 
tiagerly, and bcliold ! not one tragedy, but a 
biindicil otiicis, and pop'ular woiks all re 
ptiiited and le-piiblished in Calcutta,*fiom 
English editions, liy Samuel Smith and Co., 
greeted my admiiing eyes. And now then in 
the face oi ail these things, and as Robbie 
Burns says, 

Facts are things that winpa ding,” 

bow docsthe Hurkaru, ray imaginary Native 
god, of siipeimiiiiral, menial, plivsical, and 
nicchaiiical cndocnients, raise such a hiib-r^ 
bull, and “ insinivatc” so much against this 
man, William Rushton, who, had lie done no¬ 
thing else than publish the Pickwick Papers, 
dcsoivi’d our thanks, and the athenks of all 
jolly, well-conientrd so uTSJ^ugh as to jol 
iity and conteiitmeot we do'honfess our 
.s(>lvesA„vic have not so much as we sometimes 
think we -ould require. 

Suielv there is no petty jealousy Inriwng in 
any of /B«7iy’* corners ; there is no fear that 
Riishtoii will succeed Jto the prejudice of 
Smith; no, we won’t believe ii; the -Editor 
and Piojirietor of such a paper as the Hurknru, 
should be above all tliesu mercenary imagin¬ 
ings, and ticatsiicii attempts upon iiis mono* 
poly with contempt! 

If Mr. Riislilon has trod on Mr. SnyitiiV acre 
toe, and il brother Jonathan shonid be (alteti 
aback, in consequence, in his iiterart piracies, 

' why he (Rushton) has t)oue a good thing; he I 
has undermined and literall-v blqyvn np tlmlr ! 
iitcra y monopoly and frankly asenred ns; 
that be wilt not permit.thtt-itaid mdttopnly in 
foture, and in ovidear,e haHjrijjMn earnest of 
, his,inten^oits, in hi.s re-pripiimfwnh hnvn al- 
geady app«ared, equaaiiy a».'«eUget ap, as 


either the )S»rk*ru or American reprtpCe;^^ 
Now," if Mr. Smith won't take the ^ade out df 
the Amerioau’s hands altogether, we don‘time 
the fun of bis quarrelling with one who will, 
and^iatisfjf us much better than the Aineri-' 
cans do. One Englishman has certainly a bet¬ 
ter right to the advantage of another English¬ 
man’s labours, when.that Englishmaii will net 
reap them himself, than titieaf and ib* 
reignets. 

Besides, the American works are most mi- 
scraiily printed ; so inaccurate in fact, that 
itis painful to peruse many of them, and vast 
numbers are incomplete. It olten happens 
too, that sometimes we receive the 1st volumes 
of W'orks, and wait for two or ihiee years for 
the remaining volumes, which is very incon¬ 
venient ; at least t am told so by individuals 
who ought to know. 

But, while Mr. Rushton puhlishe.s the works 
of men, whojiave been well paid for their 
writing in England, such ns ibt; Pickwick 
man and Jack Brag, Mr. Smith takes the- . 
advantage of re-printing the works of men wha 
have not been paid, of men who are never re¬ 
warded, and who liave long sufl'ered at home 
from want of a law to pydect them, 1 mean- 
ilinse autkois who have added infinite lustre 
of late to the Biama, and who, while they re¬ 
ceive applause, go with empty pockets, while 
the common place novelist and tale coiicucturg 
or contractor.* for the thousand and one pe¬ 
riodicals and publishers in England, are well 
paid for their lucubrations. Thus, if Mr. 
Siiiilb does not add iosiill to iiijujqstf^lio 
heaps injury upon injury on,the unb^fiieiidcd 
heads oljaur modern writer.* forthd^'stage. 

A little more, auti then 1 have done, Wlien 
.JJr. Smith or any stlicr Mr. Editor in India 
c%yi find original master sulhciantly interest¬ 
ing and entertaining , he, or they, may theg 
'.urn their batteiies on the poor wight, who 
picfers home-made liteiaturc, and honorably 
suptdirs it to these, who eagerly wish lorit 
•it a clicap talc, hut not till then ; neither 
should the Editor of,a Colonial Faper^wlio 
■nu«i lie well known in society, advocate so 

streniion.«lv and yet so slyly the bause of- 

Number one, 

Ettglishman, A ugmt 23.] ? 

“ (I is even as we bad anticipated”—wethank 
thee, Hwrh. for teaching ns the phrase.—" It 
is even as we anticipated —our contempora¬ 
ry dare not re-publish the ^pose of this fla¬ 
grant vacil'latioo contained In ctjr papers of 
Monday and Friday. It pleaseth him, indeed, 
to call our articles “ thoroughiy dishonest, 
trickey anid disgraoefnl,” hut, with character¬ 
istic inconsistency, he absiain.* from exhibit¬ 
ing them to his reader.*. We are tottered by 
this nnoonseious tribute to the wo^lessness 
of his cpithcts,and thanking him for his “ het- 
legal opinion 1 q August” than bis "law in 
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^«tob 6 r, 

Ibeirtut 


■ 1 - ^ . f , . t 

»b6r/'# w«/4eBve the juiblw! to. decide,by toocrifnir the law dfcftpyrlght, ahd all' year* 
i-awhscW^tiofiato Mr. lluidilon's eheffp re. I jkrRntjjent!* H^iiinst ihc’ di»hene.^ry tff ateiiUbs 


irdnU or. their refusal to countenance hiniJcojiyiishlr, originates in the simple errentn- 


members of the Anglo-Indian community ge-ilroe? Arc you or ar7i^rnot MV.'Huahlow's’ 

W^naflat ifk e«ama-krv.BA lIksI lliavi uiill il... . « * ..... 


assent to tlw doctrines of the Burkttm,%ri6 rival, I must cOMdsS yott ore rather a more 

MimaIs vAatoAA* Tav^Isaiw £••#! jwwins.^M .4 __ *. k • . . . 


is nUei'ly incapable cf guiding himself. .In 
’ retie, we shnli adhere'to the opinion wc have 
already expres.sed touching the rights of au* 
thnrs and puhlishcrs, in the conviction that 
-the Hurkoru will sooner or later entirely con¬ 
cur with us. In the mean tioie, we ex|>ect to 
find him enlarging occasionally upon his pre¬ 
sell duciiines, and steadily setting iiis face 


.d tty art 33 . 


Pickwick Papers. 
Yours obediently, 


against Monteiih’s manufacture ofhoou after] We borrow llie fdlJowing passage from the 
Hoby's paUein, and Guest’s co'nslruclioii or^«»ifcoiM; — 
c«at.s from a model by Niisee. Tite “ piracy 


in principle U the same.’’-JWtf. ' 'f " Now this stalute as well ns all the others 

- wcic passed befpie the Irivl, Union Act; they 

The assertion ootained in the Bn^Uehman ‘'*'^1 to extend to tlii.s countiy, and .so will 
alluded to by oni» correspondent Facl. is ?* Anne, when the qnesiion ari.scs, 

nieicly an exanvple of the usoaF practice of)®"*"* "''fb we ri(ppo.«e, occMr »m, r//e cain/!f. of the 
that jonrnalist; wlicn he is hard pushed, and' or as sour ns ihepoivirs to sue Mr. Jlnsh- 

finds lire argument against him, he liien has ^oti shall have arrieed in tAis supposing 

recourse to downright ful.schood. Hut our nl'’/' 3 sthat sonic infoiinpr dues not luiog.in 
correspondent .should make some allowance “‘'‘''"'.**^“*1'*)/'*’»» o« </<e slat ute of Anne for the 
for (lie Editors of both J^uy/trAmuM and Oos:t- V<'o»liies, whir.li will be a more expeditious 
Cer.^ a detected thief, as a mutUtr of com ^e, ofhiinging the matter toi.ssue, and of 

•ecKHiO^eiiinlnatc others, and to sene his Ibo decision of the Judges." 


purpose tnpst hU'i e vedourse to lies. W’r do 
not claim the merit of generosiiy, iii hnvi ig 


Now if this is to he intei prefed into a threat 


c.ontmc-nded Mr. Rushton’s undertaking to 10-1 wpon (he pmtof the Harkarn peoule to 

_1 •«. t . t_ .. . I- _ I- _I .1 ► i _A m/r.. t . .< i * 


publish the Pickwick Papers; it could in no 
manner affect (is; hnt as'we did commend i3f 


0.1 upon me p 
iioU‘'d‘d ngains 
i»Usupply (ndi 


list Mr. Riiiditon for his attempt lo 
dian residents w-ith what the Loiidim 


and as our readers find that in return we ofFiy book-selleiswiff «o( send out, we would reconi 
f;et ahu.se, lliey will he reminded, wc doubt nieudifi little cxi edition, for by the followin i 


not, of the repartee of'Voltaire, who having' danse in the,statute of Anne,* the time fo” 
pa.sged some handsome eorapliments upon tl'C at4,H»ini.v soijiewhat limited. We 

Halter, the parly to whour he was speaking I'-ar eicn tiiw'''^erland inail will not help our 

*“** ‘ .... C Sttni'lu av.iv..l. • • 


Halter, the parly to whour he was speaking t'-ar eicn tliw''overland mail will not help our 
told him, that they weie astonislied to hear f'lends much ; — 
him speak so Weil of Hnller, for that A« spoke . ^ 

very ill of yoltaire. “ Well, well," replied “ Provided neveithcle.ss. thj ^Jt wf-tinn. 
Voltaird, “ I dare say we afe both of us very "'H''* jpdictments, or iiifornuiUomi for any of- 
mugh liiistakeii.'*— ffurkaru, Avgustm, ' fence that sh^lt be couitnjtled against this .ict 

_ . be brought, sued, aiiid comnient.e (1 within 

Uirce months next after such ofroncecommit- 

To the Editor of the Ben^ Btudiftru. , or^clse the same shall be void and of non 

Sift,—The Euplishmun of to-daybfoad- *' ****' 
ly distinctly, that.,,alt that yon have said 


courge oof very learned contemporary 

•. The manner in wWcli the Hurkaru hss treated the |ftturT*U> extend^thc Dn>vis?ans*^f *^ti***l*^'*f 
whale quisiioii, fljjng from common senae to the law, -Parliameiit to the colorties* 

(ernindi us of'* passage in. Bufns; which k wttnh the * ‘«e colonies! 


guoting; • ^ 

• Ife clencheii his pamp'hletii in his fist, 
Me quoied and ne hinfcJ, ' 

1111 hi a dvclkbatiorn mist ' '' 

■ ’ MigargumsHthetenl it'p < 

■ •Hesr'p'dfin'tlie-giap'd.for’t , 

Me fansi<A.sns'»wa'^ man ; . 

But mltesi-hUem»un»enutami/i^t 

He eked U out tei'hm man !' ' ' 


Scott's Contpendimtl has an article npon the 
rc-prlnt(question, which wo have extracted for* 
the purpiOsi* «f appending to it an anecdote (for 
the tr^hdf whveh wo aro ready to .vouch) 
wbicn 'inhfirtrates tho itidifibrenoe of the 
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ipn(}.0F) publisliers. to (bo iraiHs of tii^ liicljan 
ooiUBiunily. About $ yeais aso, a 
»'bo had passed some jcais iii Jtidia and bad 
I'elt ill xuiutuon wilb numei'oijs otheijs, the S9- 
•vere pressure of Uie Initian boob’seilers' biljs, 
called upuii Idessrs. Saunders and OulcyJ 
Ellinghaiu WiRbQ/and olbciSiand suirgesteu 
tQ Ihent the advantage of their seiidiug^oiit 
'books to India upon i/ieir ownaceouiit, and au- 
Ibuiisiag their sale there at the i<oiidoti ieltiil 
piiue, instead of selling Ihcii) atthe trade erice 
to- the small nniiiher «>f London huuk-scliers, 
who profess to do business for India, but who, 
in reality, keep bor init indifl'erenliy.supplied, 
and charge an caoibitaat advance upon the 
original cost- It was conipnted that if a book', 
the trade piicc of which was Joartetn shillings, 
could he sold in Indi'd fur twenty shillings \ii~ 
plead ofru’enty rupees, the original puhiisher 
would find his account in it even after phyiug 
aU expeuecs, on account uf freight, &.». and 
would probably get very exteusive orders 
trout the Urilish coimnuniiy. It was long lie- 
Cotethe puldishers named above could be iu- 
duced to liclicve that there was a large rea¬ 
ding public in India, or that that body con¬ 
sisted of persons of intelligence and educa¬ 
tion. At length, bowever, ilicy were prerailed 
upon to 111.ike tlic cxpciinicnl suggested, and 
the peisoii who bad rccoinitienticd tlie niulter 
to tlieir consideration, left IIhmu in the full 
pi isiiasiun that lie liad laid the foim^lalion uf 
a niuasui'C winch would pioic of iitfslimable 
iiiiliiy to the reading coiiiuiunity in India. 
Whai, then, was his suii>iisc, to find on his 
antral in India, a few inoiiliis subsequently, 
that these publishers bad dispatched cases, 
containing not the pupnlai woiks then in tl«’- 
inaml, but all ilic wieiebed tia.sli. lor whieb 
they could Jiud no purchasers in London. 

•1 • 

If one fact be worth a thousand al•gnfnl^i^^ts, 
we have here a proof of the disiegard entbi"- 
laiiied for the interest and character of tli^ 
Indian pu'dic, which may safely fce quoted 
in jiistilioation of “ clioiip re-piints oil: a 
giand itCoXoy-^Bngluf^l^^Auguit 24 . 


"fo iKi^Editor of the Englishman. 

w 

gi^—The editor of llio//Hrjf‘ur'« tells me, that 
I am wrong ti.s to the statute B Anne, and (hat 
it does extend to this country. But so; there 
can be no doubt in that case, that nydiHam 
may be ti ied in the Supreme Com t; but inslea<l 
of selecting Mr. llushtop, as yourcontempora*. 
ry coiuineuds, I think the informer ought to 
begin with the oldest oircnderii, Me!i.srs. S. 
Smiih and Co, The editorOf the Hurkar.u dues 
not say any thing about (lie PsalmV t will a»k 
him whether Messrs.. S.> Smith aftei 

selling as many a^were wanted ftm Ci^Lcutt^, 
bad not a nttiabcr..of- copiq^Jyiitg, on tbcir 
shelves, as waste papes for spo^.^yeiirs, and 
■whether the agents of the Sibfttti8b,,Ktrk in 

• Bombay I “ --- - 

. rupengfor 

becomes 


ones, wliioh move tradesmen,—odnsidoratiiMis 
l and’fh what do they diflferfvhnit^Wr. 
Itiisbion, but in 'having.fqund olit the' imiUlo 

_9.^. _9.1.>a__ww 


of their 


neighfb oar's 


condttot? 1>06S 


priety 

Englishttutn,' Avsitst 34.i] hit HIM HSKlt.f 

The pUin SD«wer lo th« sillyedhsiot! that 
tba PSedms and Mymas, as auihariMxT for'iha .Kirk uf 
(tcetltna, were pitnied by Alesiis. Ureenway and Co., in 
I8i&, for the Calcutta congregation ; ihe unsold copies 
were piirelrasedw. few year* ago by ordisr of iheSupiyme 
Ueveiainant (no others being piocurable in laiiitf) for 
die Scotch Kirk ,oi Bombay, an-l a new etliiioii has sub- 
-equemly,been printed at liic Orphan Pies*. What of 
all'lhisT Where is the similiiiity between iliete trantae* 
tions ami Mr. Kuiihioii's piiacir-s. What had Mennrs. 
S. S, and Co. to say to the priuling or publishing of.tiie 
Ptiilmsi ami ifthey had, who was injuimi liiereby—in 
nlioin does die copyright of die Psalms liel . Wiiere w 
the parrallet betu'een re-prtoiing, buying or selling the 
Scoiiish Psiilnii, of which no copies were prucutaUie in 
India, and no copyright in existence ; and die rp-pisiitin*g 
die popular »e«i novels of Jack Brag, lioij O' Kluore, 
and Colonel ^Napier's splendid litstoiicul work on the 
I'miitiular War, without lUe perimVion of either'eu- 
ilioi^or I’ubbshurs of those wori-s, of w'hich titerd are 
ahiiodani-e of copies for sale in Culcufiat To what petty 
shills and eubterluges do die Englishman and Observer in 
vain descend to make li appear that others are. as-bad as 
I hemselves 1 .4s o', the acts u4 other partie- H years ego, 
could palliate die baiefaced piracies of Mr. llusUton at 
die preaeut day ! S. S. atm Co, 

Ilurkaru, August 25 .] 


We are about, we fear, to boro our rea^^m, 
but wc hope for tint last time, witblie^w last 
nuidsuuthe Copy right question*. The , 
lishmfin has stalled the diilioiilff of recovering 
the penalties given by tUu statute .of ilic 8 h 
of Queen Anne against the literary *pirutes. 
The action, iiifiAuiatiun, iiidictinent, &c. nm.st 
be brought within VJirce moiiibs after ttie of¬ 
fence conuuiUed. We, are fully |)i'epar4^d to 
admit tlint gieat dilliculties iniglit occur hi rc- 
cuvciing miller this statute, the .penalties by 
way of iiirojuiatioii or action; and if the 
Englishman is conteut to allow his client (we 
must, we suppose, so cull Mr.. Kitfhton) to 
lake hi.s clitl^ee of getting rid of old father 
tintic law,.on this ground, hrhy we have no¬ 
thing to say to thi.s Old Bully tnoiality—** the 
statute cannot touuh me, and no one wifi take 
the (rouble of bringing an aetton, so I sbail 
iHitton up.my morality in niy brenebes’ pocket, 
and^blisti away like bricks." Supposing such 
io be the doctrine in Yunsittart Row, we beg 
to make'the ** 6011110(10" our very respectful 
bow, and to leave theai to their own piratical 
devices,suggesting tucrely by way of a friend¬ 
ly,bint at parting, tlial Ifbey had better keep a 
sharp eye on the siatote of ftie dlili Geo. 3 rd 
c. 126 . Wc are ta(d that our law as to this 
statute’s extension .to India is doubtful; be 
that d's it may, ii-^ jhould be found to extend 
•cere, the peuatUes are inueb more easy of re¬ 
covery than UDder the Statute of Anne; the 
lino per. sheet,, ts- three pence instead of oti<» 
peonyi tibd the time for laying the iuforma- 
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tlon or brlMloff thb aclion by the informer, and liberality wliieh distiafcoiah the En^- 
is extended from 3 to 12 months. And now Hshman, been attriboted entirely to this motive, 
that we hare done with the law, let ns havei We have not thoujihl it worth while to reply 

one word at partiiijr with oar ootemporary.and la aueli a obarRe or wo iniRht have inromied 
his less than courteoMs conespondepts. We sijehofour readers as care to learn the fart, 
have all alone attempted to ai Rue this qoeV that we have lonR since abandoned all Reneral 
■ tlon upon nrineinie; we have avoided persona* printers’ business, and liataS tWbreiore no more 
lilies have merely slated our views as to oar interes't individuttllif, in the late of Mr. Rush 
notion of tlie morality and jastlce of the cus- ton’s speculation, than the man in the moon ; 
tom of re-prints in this coantry; and we have nnd this far.t, we believe, was perfectly well 
with all due modesty, we hope, stated (^ur known to the Rood folks in VatisiUurl Row. 
notions on the law of the question. How Bptsomspeop/e cannot comprehend the notion 
have our endeavours to throw a liRht upon a that it is possible to afRue and contend for a 
doubtful question been meti Bjr deliberate principle, witboiil a stimulus in the shape of 
insult; the old charRC of inconsistency ; and the Rratification of some intere.sted jnoiive ox 
by the'asserlion, that in piratinR works whole- malevolent feulinR. “ Pie! fie! on’t,” as Ham- 
sale, and on scale, Mr. Rushlon had let says. Suoh fellows oiiRht to he sent to sup 

the full benefit arlsioR out of the sanction of with Polonius. — Hurkaru. A ngust'2A. 
onr example not in one but in filty instances , ~ 

We have an.sweied every instance adduced With the exception oMlie recent terRivcr- 
but that of tiie P.>ialms, brought foiward i j Nation of Samuel Smith and Co., peihaps the 
the E'sflhViman’tf correspondent HIT HIM hard ; coolest tliloR of the .season has been pcrpelra- 
we riow Rive our ex lauation of that Iran.san- ted by Dr. Corbyn. In bis last number ot the 
tion. It is quite true that Messrs, S. S. and ZW/ait ifertVio he lakes an opportunilv of cal- 
Co. did sell about one hundred copies of the ling-the nlteiitioii of Goveinnicni and poblisb- 
Psalnis of David, ami we believe Un about ers to some reinaiks on eopyriRlit, wbieii have 
Jit^e hundred rupees Englishman, recently appeared in a London periodical. 

But the bo(»k in question was never printed or These he passes oil’ as his own, dispeiisinR 
piil>li.shed by Upon reference to the with the inverted commas nsiiully prefixed to 

title pace, it will he fa-und that the book was an article quoted trom another piilditsalifin, 
printed by Greenway and Co.. Hnrkaru Press, nnd insertiiiR the remaiks without any ac- 
1815. And upon succeediiiR to Messrs. Gioen- knowletfRincnt of the source whence they tiro 
way and Co., Messis. S. S. and Co. found derived. Theie they arc, aiiparently highly 
these copies of the Psalms aiiiouR the rest ol ciediiahic to the worthy editor’s re.scarch ; 
the stock. The agents for the S<-oilish Kirk hut the best of li is that he has appended three 
at Bomt'ay bought rather belter than one lines of bis own, proposing to impose a tax on 
linndrxd copies, which we believe are almost re-prints, in order to piotccl liteiary propeity I 
the onT^nes Messrs. S. S. and Co. ever sold. — Englishman, August'Its. 

Messr.s. S. S. and Cts. did not print or publi.s|i - . : „ , 

the said Book of P.snims. Moieover, wu. shall The other day we ciiareed the Hurhuru with 


loieover, wu.shall 


rig let has not long since expired, supposing it silent—fbr the very sullieient reason that he 
ever to have existed. According to the title iJad no “ cause” “slijew ” Ourcontcinporaiy 
page before us, these “ Psalm.s of David iu now charges us vj^^fT^ttciing an niiiiiith in 
metre,” are “ allowed by the authority of the asciihiog to hifii jealousy of Mr. Rushton’# 
General A.ssenihly of the Kiik of Scotland, success as a re.pirnter of popular Ei^ish 
and appioiiited to he sung in congreaations and works We may have conjectnicdeiw^^ons- 
famiiies.” From which we alftiuld suppose Jy ; it is just possible that our IssawsTs cliam- 
tliat no copyrig'iit existed in this woik, and pio'tisliip.f/f autliurs and publisheis tmry have 
consequently that no injury to tlie rights of originated in a pure and unaffected zeal for the 
individuals was occasioned by the re-print. inteiesls of grasping monopolists. But how 

are we to. be assured of the fact ? The .Hur~ 
In addition to which we would observe, that *«>•« disclaims a personal hias—liat the /lwr- 
thls question had in those days underg^e but Aura has already shewn that he is not to be 
little or no discussion, and that if there w&s helived. We cannot place any reliance op 
Uny Sin committed, S. S. and Co. did not xia statements which are solely referrihlc to llio 
viih unde open, or “ with their moral- writer’s knowledge of his own »P' mgs of ac- 

up in their breethes’ pocketAdd lion, when wo find him incapable of estab- 
tlfaSi^one wo-d, they are in this, as in all lisbing the truth of assertions whir.li ought to 
oth^ respects, in a very difficieni pusiiion he susceptible of the cieaiest ptimfbclore they 
that oecopied by the publisher or the are deliberately advanceij^—/6i«f. 

\1^nter,ona grand scale, oi new novels and , -- 

‘mandard works, of which copies are obtain-' ,■! 

Xde at at! the book-sellers. During the To the Editor of Uie Enghshraan, ^ 

l|kess of ttiis/'discassidn, we have been taxed Sir,—The Kurharu is rather an unwilling 

H|th jealousy of a rieal, and our argaments W witness, but Idiasm got some evideneq^^ut of, 
question,have with the geatlemanly feeiinjj hii^i It ap|;>ewstiiat Messrs. S. Smith and Co. 
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were sncceMor!! to Greenway and Co., having 
purchased their business, stocic in tradt'., &o. 
some twenty years ago. Amongst the articles 
purchased were sundry copies of the ps-nlras* 
of the Kirk, of Scotland, which Messrs. S. 
Smith and Co. IpLv^ate/y sold to the Bombay 
congregation for ^ont five hundred rupees, 
^essrs. S. Smith and Co', plead not guilty of 
piracy, but they ronfes!; to making money by 
the publication, which is all I want to know. 
Five hiiudrejd rupees is not so bad at any time! 
But, .say the.se gentlemen, the^f know not of 
any copyright. I believe they will find that 
the copyright is in tiie Scotlisli Universities, 
and that no peTiTii.ssion from them was asked 
or obtained. Messrs. S. Smith and Co. say 
that wo otAw copies KPre procurable in India; 
that is exactly what Mr. Uushton says, but the 
Hurharu docs not allow it to be a defenep for 
him. As to Captain Marryat, I concinde, he 
has a copyright, ycl the whole of Jacob Faiths 
fill has been re-published in the Literary 
Gazette, not twenty years ago, and without per¬ 
mission. This, no doubt, was done without anf^ 
other motive than public conve..ience, and 
cannot be classed with the piracies of Mr. 
Rushlon. 

I hear that the hook-sellera, viz. Messrs. 
Thacker, Ostell, &c. are about to petition 
Government against the re-piinls. i would 
respectfully hint that it would be well to pub 
lisli the petition for general information be¬ 
fore legislciting upon it, in order to give,time 
for lho.se who do not want to pay more for 
book.s than tliey do at pre.sent, to slate tiiei 
objections, if tliey should iinvc any valid onc.S 
as I Iiiar the pr^hiliition of foreign books is 
also to be asked for. I will conclude in 
Mc.ssr.s. S. Smith and Co.'s own word.s, “ Tc 
what petty shifts and suhterj^es do" the Hajce 
street firm '* descend to tuakr.Wytpear that o, 
are" worse than themselves. Does .this 

BIT TUHM HARD ?" 

•Englishman, August 30.1 


Till temper of our^ remark last week when 
noticing iUefiitrAarurol'servationsonrc-print 
did not pi event their being denounced ia hi 
Sunday paper as “ loo contemptible,'*' auu 
quite unworthy of notice ; hut notwith.staading 
their insignificance our very ciiusistent con- 
lenipoiaiy lias bestowed no less than two co¬ 
lumns of Tue.sday’s Eurkaru oa an attempt 
to refute them. The writer howeverbas been 
so completely answered by the JSnglishman 
that we fear we should tire the patienee of our 
readers were we ag^n to reenr to his maudlin 
personalities. Whatever diffgrence of opiai- 
on there may be as to The rpOyatioKence of 

* re-puhlisbing in this countcy, on one point all 
are agreed, that Samuel SiqM ^nd Co. of all 

• manWnd are the last wbo^onW bavd de- 
nounce^the practice. ' An hypobritical jade 


preaching chastity add living by the 
violation of if, does not present g speetaele 
more truly disgusting than he of Harc-Stroef, 
iipfofdtng the exclusive olatmi of English 
ptAlisbers in this country. 

The Courier who has held aloof from tlio 
discussion during the week, ai^d whose 
remarks are well entitled to consideration, 
considers that there'i.s no sifnilarlty between 
le-Vrinting aiticles from newspapers and fe- 
I views and rc-priuting entire volumes.'’ We 
disagree our ootfte'diporary. There Is a 
siuiHarity, and fully to the oxlciit which it 
has been asserted. If tlic law of copyright 
extends to thi.s countiy, Saimiel 8niilli and 
Co., who pnbffshcd “ Jacob Faitbfall in the 
Bengul Herald" as It appeared in the Metros' 
/Witan,” niigiit bavCi been Te.strained by an 
injunction, as might Mr. Ruston who is notr 
re-publishing in the Observer, Oliver 'Twist 
from Benilys Miscellany. If we are yiofc 
much in error our contemporary will find in 
a late number of Itis own journal, a report of 
an application made at home to restrain the 
proprielor.s of Chambers's Journal from re-pub- 
ii.sliiiig a rcpoit of the pmccciling.s of the 
Biiti.sh Liteiaiy and .Sricntific Association at 
Biistol, M'hich originally njipcared -in the 
Athenaum, and wliiclt lias iioeii re-pnbliahcd 
here entile in Dr. Coibyn’s India Review, 

Til e remainder of our evening contempo 
rary* observations ate extremely judicious :— 

oxen^ 

either of thc.se, a two-fold one—iq tTf^admit* 
led uncertainty how far llm pri^eges ofeopy- 
rlglitthould extend hotli a.s to lime and conn-' 
try, coupled with the fart that the Jndian 
Goveinment ha^ always saiiniionrd the im¬ 
portation of foreign editions of nil honks with¬ 
out exception, and cMd this deliberately when 
the new Tariff was drawn up last yeari» It 
would then he an aiionmly to pnnish your 
own poo\)Ic for car.ying on a trade which you 
encourage in -a foreigner. The prevailing 
opinion rrriaiuiy is, that the copyright privi¬ 
lege should liavc much inoro extension than 
it now has—that it should beau internation¬ 
al one. If iliat piinciple bo adopted, the 
colonics will of course be included, and those 
who would immitate Mr. Kushton's speculn- 
lion will then be obliged to make their bargain 
first with the owner of the copyright." 

We merely add,’ tliat the slatntes 8 Antie, 
cap 19, and M-li Georgedll. cap 150, are di¬ 
rected against, pilnlorS book-sellers, and 
others “-who shall print,«re-print, or import’ 
any such books, &o. &o. w 

A few words more, and we take leave of 
the in\iUer. The Chief Justice and Sir 
Benjamin Malkin are Dircctors.of the School 
^qpk Society. Both, it is.well ^own, take a 
warm intere.st and active part in the opera- 
tipn^ ,Df the institution. The School Book 
Society have been for years, and are this-day 
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engaged ia'ie*printiiig school and other books 
the copyrights of which are still in existence 
in Engiand.—Oriental Observer,Au^mt 26, 

•r 

* , •» 

An equally firm contest has been carried on 
duridg the past week, on a subject upon whioh 
we made {I few remarks in our last number, 
that is to sag’, the law of copyright. A writer in 
the Englishman says touching our observation 
op this sobject, that we were ignorant of *tlie 
difference between a forg- ry of a note-oMiand 
the re-print of a literary work, w]iioii,he says, is 
the isnporlant one that a re-print is valuable, 
the forged note is not. The only real difference 
consists in the parties defrauded. In the case 
of a re-print, it is the pwner of iho copyright: 
in the case of the forged note-of-liand, it is the 
bolder that is defrauded ; but the fraud is of 
the same genus, though it operates on different 

{ parties. Hut in ilie conduct of the argument 
n this ease, as in that of the opium question, 
trab aou-rid, and first principles being laid 
aside by the advocates of gambling, and pira¬ 
cy, the most extravagant absurdities have been 
advanced, to bolster up a marvellous bad case. 
The learned Sequitur of the Englishman asserts, 
that it is a justifiable act now, to publish a re¬ 
print of Napier's Peninsular War, because di¬ 
vers copies of an rtlition of the Psalms of 
Havid, published 22 years ago by Greenway 
and Company, were sold at the Hurharu Press. 
In aid of this nonsensical 'position, a corres 
pondent of the Englishman broadly assert:?, 
that the nAb^of printing the Psalms of David, 
resides iunbe Crown, and in the Crown only 
We quppose this a kind of right divine which 
accriie!Ko/he crown, because the author of the 
Psalms washing* David, a crowned head; 
though just as good a reason might be' found 
in tlic^actthat David beat out ■<! Goliath’s crown j 
all the little brains that wer^; in it We com-1 
mend to the perusal of this learned advoeaiy, 
of the copyright of ilie o/own, the celebrated 
apoeeb of Lord Erskine, in the famous case of 
the Almanacks, in which this doctrine of 
orown-copy-right is traced defective and ex¬ 
posed. Tlielearned advocate above mentioned 
thus describes the origin of the alleged exclu- 
lire right of the crown to print 

I 

*' On the first introrluction of printing, it was consi¬ 
dered, as well in England as in other countries, to be a 
natter of state. The quick and extensive circulaiion 
of sentiments and opinions, which that invehiable an 
inirodaced, could no* but all.under the gripe of govem- 
meuls, whose principal strength wae built upon the ig¬ 
norance of the people who wgre to submit to Ihvin. 
Tlie mass was therefore, wholly under the coercion of 
the crown, and all prtnting, not only public books 
costtining ordinauees, religious or civil, but every spe- 
CMi ^ publientiofi wWsosoer, was regulated by the 
King s pvoclamatKns, prohibiiions, charters of privitege, 
and, finally*hy'the decrees of the Star.cbamher.” 

Tbis.^i4ffileg«* Mr. Erskine observes, was 
Aoiiediiivay with at tbo revulntton* and be thjiq 
propdads . . 

sjh’Whmt, th/telbre, the Stationer's Company, claiming 
iMlwicIttsive right of prinUnf almanacks under a char- 
tapaf Kieg. Junes the First* ay plied to the Court • 


Exchequer for an injunction against the petitioner at 
your her, the question subnutted by the Barons to the 
learned Judges of the Common Pleas, namely, “ whs- 

tTHCK THE CaOWN COVLD GRANT SUCH EXCLUBIVB RIOliT," 

was neither more nor less than this question— Whtiher 
Almanacks were siicA jnihlic orilinances, such tnatters of 
stole, as belonged to the Xing b^thm.prerogative, so as to 
enable him to communicate an exclusive right rfprinting 
them to a grantee of the crown ? For the press heine 
thrown onen hy the expiration of the licensing acts, 
nothing could remain exclusively to such grantees, hot 
tile printing of such books, as upon solid constitutional 
grounds belongetl to the superintendence of the crown 
os matters of authority and slate. 

" The question, so submitted, was twice solemnly 
argued in the Court of Common Fleas ; when (he 
Judges unanimously certified, that the crown had no 
such power ; and their deterniiuaiion, as evidently ap¬ 
pears from the arguments of the counsel, which the 
Chief Justice recognised with the strongest marks of ap¬ 
probation, was plainly founded on this,—that Almanacks 
had no resemblance to those public acts religious or 
civil, which, on principle, fall under the superintendenca 
of the crown." 


It was alleg^ed by the advocates on the op> 
posite side, that (he Almanack was part of 
the prayer book, and therefore that it could 
only be published by tlie king’s authoiityas 
head of the Church. The same argument may, 
no doubt, he applied to the re-printing the 
Psalms of David, a version of tlicm being 
coiitained in the prayer hook also; but it 
would be as absurd in the one case as the 
other to say, that it was not compeient to any 
man to compile a version of the Psalms of 
King David, and publish it because the Book 
of Common Prayer already contained a ver¬ 
sion which is published cum^ 'mlego. A pri¬ 
vate version of these compositions, may not 
be admi.ssible to the service of the Church, 
\j/tt that eveiy man has a right to campose, 
^rint and publish such private version, is 
plain to common sense, and if Iheie I e a sta¬ 
tute proiiibiling such printing, it is as contra¬ 
ry to common risfltt. ^^<1 common sense, as the 
doeision of 1liep.flfl^of Lords, that copyright 
did not exist arCommon Law, because the art 
of printing was not introduced into Ens^kand 
till the year 1471, a more nhsurd^oms*fr/wifwr 
than which is not to be found i4rar^?^ook that 
ever wa.wi'tvriUen, and conies of which, have 
been taken wether by hand or mecltpnical 
writing. The Englishman must have been 
at adespefate loss for an argument, when he 
rakod up this sale by the Hurkaru Press, 
some Tl or 20 rears ago, of some copies of 
the Psalms of King David. He might with 
equal reason, aocu.se Mr. Linton of singing in 
a piece the composition of Handel or Moxart. 
The piatter, in a word, is purely one of 
pounds, shiiling-s and pence. If King David 
or his descendents, or the General Assembly 
of Scotland, did snstair an actual loss by 
the sale of tha Calcotta impression of the 
Psalms at ’the Hurharu Press, no doubt the 
Hurjfcaru'Pie««s ought to make it good. But^ 
trhiist there are‘copies of Jack Brag, and 
Napier's Penimwlttr War in Calcutta ffff sale, 
for the bedefit of tbo ownor of tbo copyright, 
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• the sale of every copy by another printer, is 
a fraud upon such oiener of the copyright; 
and ofthu there cannoi be a d»iiht, or Aver* 
sity of opinion.— AuyvutQH. 


The Courier of Friday evening ha* some 
"^servHtions on the subject of copyrights. He 
says, that we can cile no law praelieilly ap¬ 
plicable to the case. This is an error, we 
have, on the authority of the cash of Beekford 
v. Hood, stated, that the person in whom the 
copyrij'ht vests, has, during the existence of 
the copyright, a right of action against the 
pirate at cuminon law, and we suppose such 
action can be brought in the Supreme Court 
against any person subject to the jurisdiction, 
inasiiiiich as the comnion law of England pb- 
tains here; and the operation of the law 
would, wc take it, he practical enough. Colo¬ 
nel Napier, lor instance, has nothing to do 
hut to send the editor of the Courier a power 
to sue Mr. Riishton for pirating his works.' 
No dilHeuity would exist as to proof of the 
work being that of the Colonel, and ho- would 
recover (lamage.s, in proportion to the injury 
done him hy the sale of the pirated edition, 
and as to the mode of estimating the amount 
of damages, wc see nothing to prevent the 
judge's awarding to the plaintiff the full price 
of the work in England fur every pirated copy 
sold here. 

The twofold excuse which the Courier 
makes for Mr. Rushton, appears to us no ex- 
cuseatAII. As to the “admitted uncertainty 
as to how far the privileges of copyright should 
extend as to the time and country,’* that is an 
old story, and, as Sganareliy says, it might 
have been so once, mais nous aeons chang^^t. 
cela, America, France, England, and we 
licve Ptussia, protect the right of foreign au¬ 
thors in tlieir wotks, against literary pirates: — 
see the report of the American Co^miltee^ 
drawn up hy Mr. Clay, and published in this 
journal on the I2th of A^liX,, 

“ AQ^ting, then, on the principles of pni- 
dence caution, by which the committee 
have thoii'gKT ASibest to be governed, the bill 
which the committee intend proposithg, pro¬ 
vides yiat the protection which it secures 
shall extend to those works only which shall 
be published after its passing. It is also 
limited to the subjects of Great Britain and 
France : among other reatom, hecaute the com¬ 
mittee have information that, by their laws, A- 
merican authors can obtain their protection for 
their productions; hut they have no informa¬ 
tion that such is the case in any^otber foreign 
country. Bat, in prinicple, the committee per 
ceive no objection to considering the republic of 
letters at one great ro^pmnnitg, and adopting a 
system of protection for literary Jjproperty which 
should be common to alt partmof it. The bill al* 
so provides that an American edition of the 
loreign work, for which an American copy¬ 
right 1)^8 been obtained, shaU-Ae pablUbed 
. within reasonable time." 


And see alio thef ipeeeh of Mr. Seij<itti^ 
Talfourd, and that of Mr.^ S. ring Rioe, In the 
House of Commons, which we publish else¬ 
where, for the edification .of Mr. Rushton and 
hisInribbHng suporters ; and which ought, if 
any thing could work that eSeot, make them 
heartily ashamed of themselves. 

• 

As to the assertion of the Couriilf, that the 
Indian Government sanctions “ the importa- 
lion*of foreign editions of all books witliout 
exception by the New Tariffwe beg to ob¬ 
serve, that .such sanction is not to be found 
in the Tariff. 

By the Tariff, ** books printed in the United 
Kingdom, or in any Briti.sh possession," 
when imported on English bottoms, are free ; 
when on foreign bottoms they pay a duty of 
3 per cent." 

We are unable to comprehend, how lilr. 
Rushton cam bo held to be in the same posi¬ 
tion in this matter of piracy, as a foreigner. 

“It would, (says the Courier) be an anomaly 
to punish your own peoi>le for carrying on a 
trade which you encourage in a foreigner." 
It would be no anomaly af all, we think, suppo¬ 
sing Government did encourage the foreigner. 
The Indian Government has no controol over 
the printers of English books in America. The 
American printer, in re-prioiing an English 
work, did not violate the law of his country, as 
it then stood; and American reprints of Engiih 
works are not piracies in fact, althojj^lk tho 
effect of their sale in Calcutta work; an inju¬ 
ry to the interest of the English author. But 
the publication of a re-print oi an English 
work in America, and the sale of the jtame, 
hereby an American, appears to us to bea very 
WITerent proceeding from the piratical acts of 
^r. Rosliton. An American printer has or 
had a right to re-print an English work and* a 
right to send it for sale to thia Colony, and on- 
til the recognition of the rights of authors be¬ 
came a matter of international law, it would 
have been a harsh thing on the part of this 
Guvernmeot to interfere by a probkbition. 
Hut a Government is bound |o interfere to 
l>rotect the rights of one set of subjects, from 
being inj.ured by the wrongful and illegal aota 
of evil dmrs, also its subjects i and we take 
it, that where British subjects are concerned; 
lliere is a sort of privity between this Govern¬ 
ment 8*1)11 the Government at home. Mr. Rush- 
toii enjoys the protection of the British Law, 
and he ought, therefore.^ to be punished 
if he violate it. Now, to publish and sell a re¬ 
print of an,Eiigli.sb work {^England is a pira¬ 
cy. The whole transactioo is illegal from he- 
gining to end. The rights of British subjeots 
are violated by it; and this Government 
would hprdly sanotion by its Tariff, the sale 
hereof hooks illegally printed at home. But 
the rights of British subjects piro eqoaliy- 
iovadc^ by tlie sale of pirated edigions here, 
whether pinted in England or in CeUeuttUf 
and wo snhaiit therefore that a €K>yhraanitl 
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fiOBStitatfld a«d emanating from, tbe 
English Governmeol, whose every act is, sub¬ 
ject to revision by <iie British Government, 


would be gatlly of «e anomaly, should it pu-'^iwo or three assertions nhicli are incorrect. 


nish its own .siibjecis who arc eril tlotrt, wjien 
at the same lime it docs not inteifcie with the 
subjects bf anolher state, who arc committing 
BO illegal act; in one word, the pirating of 
an Engiisi); work by Mr. Rushton is not analo¬ 
gous with the rC'print of an English work in 
America. • 


We may as well observe, in oonclusion, that* 
in the string of letters published on this 
subject in Saturday's Englishman, there are 


The Hvrkaru is said to flounder in the mud of 
uncertainty by one writ(\r« who assumes that 
we h^vc vacillated in nid^'ioili', on the subject 
of the exten.sion of the 54th Geo. Srdlotbis 
country ; We merely said we were told our laia 
upon thM point was doubtful, not that wo had 
changed oar opinion.— liurkaru, August 20. 


THE LATE DR. MARSHMAN. 


The Reverend Dr, Marshman wos born of 
humble parentage in the village of West- 
bnry Leigh, in Wiltshire, on tite 20th nl 
April, i7{JH, where the cottage in which he- 
flist drew breath may yet be .seen. Of bis 
family little is known, except thjnt they trac¬ 
ed their de.sceut from an olheer in the Ar¬ 
my of Cromwell ; one of that hand, who at tlie 
restoiation, relinquished for cooscience-sake 
all views of woildly ag;.<,randisemcnt, and re¬ 
tired luto the enuutry to support themselves by 
their oun industry. •• 

His father, a man of strong mind, undaunted 
intrepidity, and inflexible intcgiiiy,pa>ised the 
early part of bis life at sea ; and was engaged 
ill the//indsloop-of-war, commanded by Capt. 
Jiond, at the captiite of Quebec ; the action 
in w jiicli the gallant Wollf fell ; but, shortly 
afterTW iftiirned to England, determining to 
settle among^th" hamldc and honest uianulac- 
turics urbi.s native eoiiniry, and taking up bis 
residence in Wesibury Leigh, be married and 
turned his attention to Hjo weaving trade. 
Hence he was su' .scquently unable to aifor^^-^ 
liis sou any ediiralion, beyond what bis native' 
viHage supplied, e\cc])t in bis own Chri.stian 
principles ;aiHl bo lived to sec the principles 
he bad instilled, ripen iiito tlic most eulatged 
and active benevolence. Dr. MarshiiKsn from 
a very curly age exiiibiled so extraoidinaiy a 
thirst for knowledge.iis to eonnnec bis IVimily 
and friends,thi^t be was desiinerl Cor sonicihing 
higher tlian the loom. At the age of eight, he 
first began a couise of dcsulloiy reading ; 
snatching every inonicnl from labour and play 
to devote to bis books. He has assured the 
writer of this memoiial, thatbetween the age 
of ten and eighteen he had devoirfSd the 
contents of more than type nundrotl volumes. 
Thus at an enily pgiiod he was enabled to 
lay in a vast of knowledge, w'liicli improved 
by siilugiiticnt stiiijy, made bis conversation 
sorit^i^^d inatiui'tne. After reading through 
volmnes wbieb so bumble a village 
cou^ furnish, Ilf extended his researches to 
a gi^ter distanve, and oiten tr.')velled,.a dozen 
tnilit^ out and home to buriow a book. l|a- 
.vii^no oncviodiiect his pur.<!ijil8, hcioadpro- 

f leuously^vhnltver fell in his way, with the 
i)osl|avidily. But it was to biography, and 
re particularly to biatoryi that the bent of 


his^mind was directed. So much so, indeed, 
that wiTen his parents on the death of an elder 
brother endeavoured to direct his thoughts to 
the joys of Heaven, he declared that he felt 
no disinclination to conteinpiafe them, provit- 
ded there was room to believe that the read¬ 
ing of history would not ho incompatible 
with the pursuits of that blessed region. 
Among the early incidents of his life, it was 
long remembered in his native village, that a 
neighbouring clergyman passing with afiiend 
throngh Westbury, while bo was playing at 
inarbiqs, put his reading and momory to the 
test, by a long series of questions upon the 
more ancient history of England, and declar¬ 
ed hist astanishiiient at the correct replies 
which he received to every inquiry. At the 
age of twelve, the clergyman of his own pa- 
ri.sh meeting him one day with a book in his 
pocket, too large for it to conconl, asked him 
several questions, and among the rest, the 
names oflho KingsT»f Israel from the begin¬ 
ning tothc Babyloiiinli captivity, and being 
struck with'the accuraey of his replies, de- 
Isired him to call at his house in future Cor any 
book he^ might wish to read. 

« 

(i ^ 

On his reachlt(,(tf'fneliouse the clergyman beg¬ 
ged be would'ten him, whom he thought the 
best preacher ; the Di.ssenting Minister »f the 
town or biinself. With llic certa i j piy*on the 
one baud, (bat the first nam»d*'elfeelied, and 
the fcarriiiiii Hie other of losing Ibe pi omiseii 
treat, he hesitated for a moment—but^ideler- 
mining not to purchase evcn/Aiirat the expense 
of truth, he begged to be allowed to refer him 
to the answer of Melville, who when pked by 
Queen Elizabeth whether she or his Royal 
Mistress of Scotland excelled in beauty, re¬ 
plied that each was hnudsoniest in her own 
Kingdom, and desired him to accept thatas his 
answer. At the age of fifteen his father sent 
him up to Loudon to Mr. Catoi, the Bookseller 
in the Strand, intlic hope that some path would 
open for his obtaining a livelihood in a sphere 
more eongeniaj with his tastes, than a weaver’s 
cottage. Hero he wa«< employed on ci rands; but 
at every interval of leisure, availed bimselfof 
the new facilities bo enjoyed for reading 
When sent osit'Witb pracels, he too frequents 
iy spent half his time in perusing •The book- 
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, * with which he wag chari;ed« instead Of takinjc President of th« Baptist Academy, He eh- 
them to their destination. His master declared terei^asa student in that seminary, and ,deM> 
that be could make nothing of him, aqd that voted every moment which he eSuid spare 
henever would succeed as a bookseller. His "rrom his avocations, to study under so able a 
life in the shop was not of the most agreeably mailer, applied diligently to the Greek 
description; and it,was imhilterred by the am! Hebrew languages; and, suh.Heqiiently, 
prospect of beinjf'SVtLreumed to a life of such added to them Arahiu and Syriac, in which 
uninteliectuai drudgery. - On one occasion his attaininenU, though not profound, wore 
it&ving been .sent to the Biike of Grafton with greatly above nicdioeiity. In thijL Congenial 
three folio volumes of Clarendotr.s sllistoiy uourse of improveinenl be passed six of the 
and several other books, he was overcome haiquest years of his life. By the advice of 
with fatigue and despondency at the tasks to Dr. Ryland he prepared himself for the Mi* 
which he wa.s subjected, and walking into nistry, for tyhieh his great theological reading 
Westiniiii.ster Hall laid down his load and had n’ell fitted him, and there was every pros* 
began to weep. Bnt the bitterness of his feel' poet of his becoming an oniaineni to the deno* 
logs soon passed olf; the associations of the ruination in his native land, with which he 
place with which his reading had made him was assactared. But a noliler field of exer- 
fmniliar, crowded into his mind, and appear- tion was now opened hoforc him ; for wlnoh, 
ed to fill him with new energy; and he deter- in the economy of Providence, this previous 
mined, as he has often told us, in Ituw^ver training appears evidently to have been in-* 
humble a .situation he might he placed, to tended to prepare him. 
continue storing liis mind with knowledge, 

till the fitting oppoitunily should come round tv « . , .... 

for his cmaiicipatioii. He returned to tlia Care)^who had been employed for six 

country between the age of sixteen and .seven- y*‘«>i'*>n India, in the now and uritried filed 
teen, and lesuiucd his manual pcciipalion.'i, i, “issioii.iiy la><uuis, while liis future col- 
still coiitiniiiiig to indulge hi.s in-epres.sihle'[^‘‘Sne was coiiiplcliiig iii.s studies at Bristol, 
thirst for reading. He now tinned bis atten-j"*‘* requcsied tlic Baptist Missioniiry Sueiety, 
tion to Divinity, and made biiiiself faiiiilrar 1*** l‘*nd was one of llic loimders, 

with tlio works of all the iiio.st celebrated di-j m'>re laboiiiui!^ into the videyaid. 

vines, without distinction of sect ; and tlio.se fv't'ud projiosed llic |,iibJectto his pupil, 
who have enjoyed the advantage ofeonver- *>“‘1 found that it was not allogeiher new to 
sing with him on religious topics, cannot have *** niind, as the perusal of the periodieal 
failed to apprccite Ibo industry wliich had neeounts ot the Mi.s ion bad begiiii to kiiidlo 
given biin so vast a store of knowledge. To his mind an anxiety lor India. fJe was 
these piiisuits he added the study of Latin, by the Society, then in its infancy. 

The st'engtli of mind displayed in llie.se Intel- **■ Missionary, and eiii''arked with Mr. 
lectiial pursuits by one who was obliged 'o *****^ *** vvardf andi 

louk for bis daily bread to the labour of bi.s Mr. Brui^dori, on tlieCntr non,an’American 
own iiaods, will appear on reflection, to form U'l'ivcd iiitlie rivuw in October, 

perhaps the luo.st leiiiaikable trait m lii.s ch'ar iiitondirig to proceed to M.ii(luahatty to 
aetei.Al the age of Iwciiiy-lhroe be iiiariied t<^e 1“'^ were advised to taka ii;Plhcir 

graiid-daiigbler of ilie Bevd. Mr. Claike, ‘emporanlj*at Seiamporo, wlioro they 

Baptist Minister at Frooine ; and this cbiiiigc v*"*^*^*^ 17.')i). ^ It was a- 

iu his ciicumstaiiees rendered liiiu*duubl) "out this time thattlie iear ot an invasion of 
anxious for a diflercnlspliere* of life. -v India by the French prodomiantod in tlio 

^ -s>w counsels of India; seveial Fieneh emissa- 

^*'*1* rie.s in the guise of pi tests having been de* 

Aticiigth the long expected opportunity tected about the country. In announcing the 
tuiii^Wip. The post of Master in a School airvalof Di. Mur.slimaii and liis associates, 
supporlpfi'^ Hroadiiiead, in the the printer of one of the t'alciilta papers, who 

city of Bristol, uecame vacant. friends had never heard of the existemie of a Baptist 
urged him lo apply for it He came up to deiioniinatiun, sol forth that four Papist 
Brasio^ underwent ar^e.xamiiiatioii before the Mi.ssiunaiies had arrived in a foieign ship, 
Coniiniitee of manageineiit, and vxas iinani- and piocucded up to a foreign settlement, 
niously accepted. The .salary was smalt—The paragraph could not fail to catch Lord 
a year ; but it hroiight him into a new circle Well(^||^y’s eye. The Captain was instantly 
where his energie.s and talent might have play summoned to the police, and informed that 
He removed to that city at the age of twenty- his ship would he refused a port clearance, 
five, and obtained permission to devote tlie unlc.«s he engaged to take back the Papist 
time not occupied ill this School to one of his Missionaries, lie explained the mi.siHke, 
own. This seminary was soon crowded with and in one respect remowd the’fears of Go- 
pupils ; it rose rapidly in puhlioestiTiiAtion, and veramenl, bnt there wa.s so sitting a disposi- 
plaeed him at once in circumstances of In- tion manifested to obstruct Missionary ope- 
dependence. Amun;^iis scholars was the late ration.s, upon the plea of their dangerous 
^lamented and amiable Rich, the Resident tendency, that the Missionaries found they 
at Bagdad, whose work on B'ahyIon, has gi ven cmildnCt reside with any conrulence in the' 
him so just a celebrity. But the chief ad- British territories, and that it was wise to- 
vantage of his position at Bristol was the in- accept of tlie oountenance anll*proteetioa 
fVoducITbn it afforded him to Dr. Ryiand, the which was so generously offered them by th« 
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Danish antboritles. Dr. Carey felt the 
full force of their argoinentg, and soon after 
oame dowi» to join thrin ;—and tiiuacoui- 
menoed the Seraotpoic Mission. < 

Three conf;enial minds were thns Iirouglit 
to{(ether by the appoiniinent of Providence, 
and they lostuo time in laying a bioad ba.His 
for their ‘fytuie operations. They thicw iheii 
whole souls into the noble enterprize which 
demanded all their cuuraj;e and zeal, since 
from the British Government they had nothjn)' 
bntthc sternest ofiposiiioii to exppot, the mo¬ 
ment the extension and the success of thcii 
labours should briti}; them into public notice, 
The resources of the Society were totally in¬ 
adequate to the support of all the Missioiiaiy 
families now in the field. Indeed, Dr. Marsh- 
man and his ii.ssociiiies had come out with thc 
distinet uudersiaudiit);' that they were to re¬ 
ceive suppoit only till they could suppoii 
themselves. They immediately began to open 
inefependent sources of income. Dr. Care) 
obtained the post of Ptofessor |in the Col¬ 
lege of Fort William, then recently establl.sli- 
ed. Dr. and Mr.s. Marshtnan opened a Board¬ 
ing School, and Mr. Waid established a print¬ 
ing olKce, and laboured with his own hands 
in setting the ty|)es of the first edition of the 
Beng^ee New Testarnent, which Dr. Carey 
had brought with him. Dr. Carey’s motto, 

Expect great things ; attempt great things” 
became tlio natch word of the three. They 
determined, by a nuble sacrificonf individual 
interests and comforts, to live as one family, 
and to throw their united income into one 
joint sUrek, to be devoted to the common 
causff.’ Merging all minor differences of opi¬ 
nion in assured anxiety for the promotion of 
the great erl’terprize which absorbed' their 
mind.s, they mad - a eotnbiiied movtonent for 
he ditfusiuu of trutli and knowledge in India. 
To tlie iiusiiliy of Government, and to cvei)^ 
disooiiragemeiit which aiiose from the naluroi 
of ^le undertaking, they oppo.sed a spirit ol 
Christian meekness and calm perseverance. 
They stood in the front of the biittle of indiaii 
Missions; and during tlie ardhoiis .sliuggle, 
which terminated with the Charter of 18l.‘i, 
granting Mi.s.sinoaiies fiee aecess to in- 
ilia, tliey never for a inmAcni deserted 
their post, or despaired of succc.sk. When, 
at a subsequent period. Lord Hastings, 
who honoured tfioiii wilti his kind support, 
had occasion to revert in conversation to 
the severe eonflict they had passed through, 
he assiticd them that, in his opini«<i', the 
freedom of resort to India which Missionaries 
then enjoyed, was ouing, under God, to the 
prudence, the zeul*aud the wisdom which 
they had manifested, when the whole weight 
of ^verHiueni m Efigland and India was di- 
rcctcd'ro the Sxtiuction of the Missionhiy 
ente^frize. 

* 

jj^’woiild be impossible, within the limUs 

K hicb we must confine oorselves, to enn- 
aie the 'flaDS which they formed for the 
uon, for translations of the Saered 


Scriptures, and for ednoation; or the obstaoies*. 
which tried the strength of their principles. 
Neitlier is it possilde to individualize Dr. 
Marshman’s efforts in ever^ case ; for so 
yoinpleie was the unity of their designs, that 
It seemed as if three gfeat souls had been 
united in one, so as to 'tAitTEf butene object, 
and tb be imbued with one impulse. But 
with this unity of design, there was neoe'3-"' 
sarily a* division of labour; and we may 
briefly state, therefore, the particular ob and 
which engaged Dr. Marshman’s timejecta 
attention, in 1806 he applied himself dili« 
gently to the study of the Chinese langu age, 
and was enable to publish a translation of 
the entire SciiptuiCs, aud a Grammar in that 
longue. The Loll Bazar Chai el, erected at 
a time when the means of religious instruc* 
tion in Calcutta were small, and when relU 
giobs reeling was at so low an ebb, that even 
Martyn could not command on an evening...., 
a congiegation of more than twenty, was 
mainly indebted for its exi.stenee to Dr 
.Maishman’s personal efforts. When the 
ererrtion of it was .suspended for lack of funds, 
he went about tium house to house raising 
subscriptions for it ; and for bis (rains was 
exhibited in luaNquerade, at an eiiterlain* 
rrieni given to Lord Minio, as a Pious Mis* 
.sioiiary, begging siihsciiptions.”^ To him 
the Benevolent In.slitution in Calcutta was 
iudebte'd for its birth and subsequent vigour, 
'fhe idea of it was struck out when Dr. Ley¬ 
den, Dr. Marsliman and Dr. Haic were din¬ 
ing together; and the Prospectus drawn 
up by Dr. Maishman, was carefully re¬ 
vised by Dr. Leyden. lie continued to act 
as Secretary to the Institiitiun to the la.st mo¬ 
ment in which Ill's hcnllh peiiiiitted him In act. 
He was also associated with Dr, Carey in the 
translation of the Kamayun into English, of 
w^ich three volumes were iiubhsherl. To the 
^lan of Native Snhunis, he gave up much time 
aud labour; and the valuable “ Uints”whicli he 
published in the form of apaipphlet, just at the 
lime wtien the fisst efiqris were made for Edu¬ 
cation in India^^/Ct^r'iy-one ycais ago, was 
deemed wortliySrf hring iricurpniated with one 
of the leading publications in England. ^ 

In 1826 he re-visited EngKfml after an ab¬ 
sence oft twenty-seven years, and travelled 
through the United Kingdom, endca't juring 
by his public addresses and in private con¬ 
versation’'to urge on the cause of Missions ; 
and there are many now in India, to whom 
this notice will recal, with a melancholy 
pleasure, the waimlh and animation which 
he was the means of communicating to their 
minds on that subject. He visited Den¬ 
mark, and was graciously received by 


* llis friend Dr. I..ey4len wti present at die maaqued 
ball ; and as it w;>g said that the snhscription list waso 
very full, Dr. M. endeevoured to discover his repre-' 
-entative, that he might ask for the funds ; but Leydep 
would never disclose the name; which led Dr. 
Marshmaa to teU him, that there was mor^. humoiir 
than hoaesty in tne tiansaction. 
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• *nis Majesty Frederick the Sixth, to whose I 
steady and oninterropled protection, the^Mis*! 
sion may b>> said to have been indebted for its 
existence, when assailed by the British Go> 
verninent. His Majesty was pleased to t;rant la 
Charier of Incorpjjj^tipnto Serampore College, 
upon Dr. MarslitnanT petition. Ho returned 
to ^Serainpore in May, lb‘29, and joined Dr. 
Carey and his a.ssociates in .superintending the 
Mission under the new form of an iiideltendcnt 
as.sneiatiuti, which it had acquired. In June, 
1834', he was deprived of this verferable friend 
and eollenguo, with whom he had been permit¬ 
ted to act for thirly Jive years. He bore the se¬ 
paration with more firmness than was expect¬ 
ed ; bnt the dissolution of such a union, ce¬ 
mented by the noblest of all undertakings and 
sanctified by time, made a deep and visible 
impre.ssion on his mind. All the veneratjon 
and afTectinn of his younger associates,* could 
not fill up the void created by the loss of Dr. 
Carey. lie a p«ared among ns as the solitary 
relic of a pn.st ago of great men. The ac- 
tivity of In'* mind, however, though with 
occasional interruptions, continue' till the 
mind itself appeared to he worn out. The 
calamity whii'h hefel his daughter, Mrs. Ha¬ 
velock, at Landour, in October last year, pro¬ 
duced a .severe shock to bis feelings, which, 
added to increasing infirmities, brought him 
gradually lower anid tower. About six^eeks 
befoie his death, he was taken out on the river 
by the advice of Dr. Nicholson and Dr. Voigt, 
hut his cotislilution was exhausted. Yet when 
the exeitement of this short excursion, which 
was cxlende<l to Fori Gloster, had given him 
a small retuin of sirengtli, both bodily and 
mental, the energy of former days seemed 
again to conic over him, and he passed several 
day.s in arranging plan.s of tisefiilness, the ac- 
cuinplisiiment of which would have *rcquifed 
years. At length, on Tuesday, the 3tli 
Dcceniher, he gently sunk to rest, without 
pain or sorrow, in the lively enjoyment of 
that hope which is full of immortality. ' 

• 

His form was tall and athlcis^ Ilis consti¬ 
tution appeared to bo constructed of iron. He 
expaiiilrii himself to all the severities of an 
Inriian climate, with perfect impunity. He 
enjoyed, till witfftg^^the last year of his life, 
such UDinterrapteuVealth, as falls to^he lot 
of few ih India. During thirty-seven years 
he had not taken medidine to the value of ten 
rupees. The strength of his body seemed to 
be admirably adapted with the structure of 
his mind, to fit him for the long career of use¬ 
fulness he was permitted to run. He was pe¬ 
culiarly remai kahie for ceaseless industry. He 
.usually rose at four, and despatched half tiie 
business of the day before breakfast. When 
extraordinary exertions appeared nece.s.sary, 
he seemed to have a perfect command over 
sleep, and has been kifbwn for days together, 
to take less than half bis usal quantity of rest. 
His memory was great beyond that of most 
man. He recalled facts, with all their minute 
associations, with the utmost facility. This 

m * 


faculty the enjoyed to the last day of his exia- 
tencof During the last month of his life, when 
unable even to turn on bis conch without as- 
'sistance, he dictated to his daughter, Mrs. 
Voigt, hi» recollections of the early esta- 
biishnicrit of the Mission at Serainpore, with a 
cicarnc3.s and minutenes.s peifcctly astonish¬ 
ing. The vast stores of knowledge which 
he had laid nii in early life, and toe which he 
was making r.on.stunt addition, rendered his 
personal inlercourse in society a great enjoy¬ 
ment. His manners and deportment, paiti- 
cularly toward.'! hi.s inferiors, were leinark- 
ahie for amenity and humility. To his family 
he was devoted almost to a fault, so that bis 
enemies found in this subject a fertile field 
for nrirainatlon—with what generosity of 
feeling let every parent judge. During a 
union of more than forty-six years, he was 
the ino.st devoted of liu.sband.s, and as the 
father of a family of twelve eliildcrn, of whom 
lonly six liveil to an age to apreeiate his woi-yi, 
and only five siiivived to ileplore his loss, 
die was the nsost alTeotionatc of parents. 

The leading traits of his character, more 
e.specially in the earlier part of his career, 
were energy and firmnes.s. These, combined 
with a spirit of strung perseverance, enabled 
him to assist in carrying ^lut into elTeei^hose 
large views which he' and his colleagues de¬ 
lighted to indulge in. His piety was deep 
and genuins. His religious sentiments were 
! without bigotry. Bnt the most di.stiiigiii.sb- 
ing feature in his life, was his ardent zeal 
• for the cause of Mbssious. This zeal never 
for a moment .suifered any aliatcineiit, but 
seemed to g.itlier strengtii from every dew 
dilliculty. The pi’mou« caiytc, as he' latterly 
,dciioniityitcii it, occupied bis dyitfg thoughts 
;as it had occupied his living exertions; 
and the last question which he a.sked ot itiose 
, ^H'ountl him was, “ Can you think of any thing 
:l%an yet do fur it?'* Jhis zeal was united 
I whli a degree of pecuniary disintere.stednqgs 
I'whicli has schloin been surpa.ssed. He co.i- 
{.siileied it his gteatest piivilege that God had 
enabled him to lay on the altar of his cause 
solatgea contribution from his own iabourii. 
With the means of amassing an nniplD for¬ 
tune, he did not*lcavc hehmd him, of all hie 
oivn earnings in India for thirty-eight years, 
more than the amount of a .single yeai's in¬ 
come of his seminary in its palmy days. 

Wo owe some apology for the length to 
which ^is notice has been extended; but 
tbe.sul^dht scarcely admitted of our saying 
less. To some even this lengthened' memorial 
of the last survivor of the three men, who 
were, under God, the means of giving a spi¬ 
ritual and intellectual iqipulse to India, 
which will be felt during the present century, 
will not be displeasing ; while others may 
possibly find some excuse for the length to 
which filial veneration has extended a tribute 
of a|l'ectipn, for one to whom the writer is in¬ 
debted for whatever can be deemed valuable 
in life.— Friend of India, Decemhm^A, 
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queen vicroiiiA. 
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At this time, when the inhabitants of Calcut¬ 
ta are, by a (^ul)lic iiiectinj;', abuu^t to bait tlie 
juunK Queen, it is meet anri just, tlialour' isouu- 
tryineii hliuuld join in llie lejuiemgs of the oc¬ 
casion, and niin;;lin^ llieir feelings with those 
of the oilier poitions ot llie population, and 
unite in mutual and cordial cougiatulaiions. 
Our countryincn aie generally untuindlul ol 
these luuiters; vve therelore feel it a duty in- 
Guinhcnt upon us to aioiise tiicnion such ucca-; 
sions with any olisctvation wliicli we think' 
would interest ihcin, and indiir.e tliein to tiike <1 
shaie in these proceedings. Tiic advertisouieiUs, 
and notices in the daily papers, inusl have in -. 
iorined our country men of tlie ineeliiig ahout| 
tohcheld lo-inoriow at the Town flail, it is 
thciefore needless to point out its ulijecis and 
the eoiiise which it is expected to liikc. We 
shali slinply otter a,.rew icmutks on the pro¬ 
priety ul tiic natives taking sharo in its pro¬ 
ceedings. Whatever may be the state of tlie 
question regarding the supremacy of England 
ill this couiitiy ; whether it is a conquered 
realm, a tiansteired posse.^siull, or held in 
trust, no one now disputes that England is the 
legitiiiiiite ruler of India, and that to her wc 
oiie'and all wish to continue attached : all we 
reqiiiie is, that w^ should in this couiiliy en¬ 
joy the sain^privileges as the people ,of Eng¬ 
land do exercise in iheii country. This is the 
relafive position in which we stand in regard 
to England, and it is a ibrcainslancc whicjjj 
clearly points out the feeling wliicli wc oiig^l 
tjn enierlain towaids the Sovereigns and iVu- 
Icrs of that country, and those with which w^ 
roust be aelualed wlieii those Sovereigns are to 
be honored by their siihjccts. 

Suj;h ought to be our general line of con- 
duet ; but tlie pieseni oeeasioK leqiiires amoie 
particular dwelopinoni of the feeling of loy¬ 
alty with which uc are hound to regard the 
throne of England. It has just been ocoiipicd 
by a Piincess whose youth piomiscs a lung 
reian, whose sex holds toith tjie hope of a 
peaceful and happy administiation, whose 
first declaration is the pledge that these ex<;ien- 
taiiuns will be fully realized. Under tliese 
oirctinislances it fs hut Just and pioper that 
we abould meet to offer up our eongraiuiatory 
orisons happiueas and long coDlinuance 


her Majesty’s reign. Under her anspice.s, 
eveiy oircuinslaiices concurs to shew, that the 
people of England will he happy, and there is 
nothing to lead us to form a ditt'eieiit aniiei- 
pation in regaid to the people of India ; on the 
conn at y, were we to look for an e.xuniple in 
history, we would liuU the icign of Queen 
Elizahelli uf England, culemporary willi the 
Auguskun age of AkharShati in India, duiiug 
whose just and libetal admiiiistraiioii India 
was much happier than it had been for een- 
ccnturies past. Elizabeth wasthe liist losend 
uiubassudois to tliat inunarcii, and thus opened 
thill. Illtci course between these distant eoiiiitnes 
which has since led to the luuodaiioii of tliis 
great einpiie, wiiu.><e inhabitants aicnow about 
to meet ill rejoicing On the aeee>.sion oliiimlher 
Queen to the tiuoue. Tjie period tliat has 
elapsed between llie reign ut ihi; illustrious 
Akbar and liie- piesent eta, may he considered 
as ihe'daik ages of Euiope, dating ihe enily 
pat lof which tlie MaihaltasandPiudarccs, like 
the Goths and Vandals, lavaged tlie eouniry, 
and laid in ruins the gioiies ut the fonner di- 
iiasty. Anew cmpiic under the auspices of 
the nation, with which our coniieetiun eoiii- 
iiienced in the reign of Aki ai, has risen up 
fioiu the ruins ot ihe old one, and we ate 
about to join in rejoicing at a eoiicuiTencc 
so remarkaby happy and so full with the 
Jrope of future prospemy Tue dawn of 
kiiowldege in India is just beginning to 
brighieii our liilherto bctiigiiled horizon, our 
youth&'il Queen may be looked upon a.s the 
morning star oJL' the bright day whieh, duiing 
her reign, is cxufK^ii to shine on India ; and 
thcrefuicit is^^ueet and just tli.ii the clnldien 
of the soil should cordially jam in hailing 
their new Sovereign on tlie liiione. ^l^tiiert ~ 
fore trust our couutrytnen^Hnwfthsiaiidiiig 
Ihcda^ fixed upon beioj.'a Hindoo holiday, 
will not fail to he piescifV at the approaching 
meeting, in order to testify their feS'liiigs of 
loyalty. And sympathize with the other sections 
of the cominuniiy, who will no duuhi gather in 
numbers to the Town Hall, and with whom it 
is their inleresl to join on all piihtic occa¬ 
sions ; in order to shew that they are as much 
the sulijeets of England, and entitled to their 
rights and privileges, as any other class of the 
inhabitantsof Calcutta.— Herald, September 
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No. 1. (Vi the Police 

" I? tometiniex happens, that he who would A>t hurt 
a Sy, will hurt a nation.’’—Tayu>R*s Statbsmah. 

« 

It appears from the fifth report of the Se¬ 
lect Cuinmittee of the House •of Cninnioiis. 
ordered to be printed in December 1812, that 
towards tilt! close of the year 1809, the state 
of the Police in the Lower Provinoes of tlii.s 
presidency liad hucoine so ineirmient as to 
force itself on (he attention of Govei nineni, 
and peremptoiily to call for the adoption nl 
measures culciilated to elfect increased vi¬ 
gilance and activity on the part of tlitf Sutinr- 
dhialc ollicersol’ the Department, and to pro¬ 
duce a system of combined operations and 
more jiidieious contiul on the part of the Ma- 
gistiates and Judges of Ciicuit who were, ah 
that period, eniiu-ied with the general super- 
intendeiiue of the Police. 

The olTice of superintendent of Police was 
alsoeieaicd for the purpose of ooncenlraling 
iiiformatioii and of devi.sing succcssfiif plans 
ofopcrutiuii uiwaids putting down the desper¬ 
ate gangs of dill-oils, and to give a more mi¬ 
nute attention to mere details of Police, than 
could be ex|tei'led from the Judges of Circuit, 
already charged with many utlier inipuitant 
duties, and whose hahits of judicial investi¬ 
gation might ratlicr lend to occasioti a bias in 
their minds, adveisc to the lueasnres, winch 
the state of society in India tenders ab.soliitc- 
iy necessary lor tlie cstsblishincrit and luaiu- 
tenance ot an clficient system of PoKce. 

2. Ad abstract of the measures then adopt¬ 
ed or proposed, inny be found in the leport 
of Air. Dowdeswell, dated September &2, 18t)9. 
and forming No. 12 of jijje APjrpendix to the 
fifth report. 

SiifRce it to say, that the system of Police 
established under the auspices of Mr.Duwdi-s- 
wcll and of H. Coicbiooke, continued 
to advance in eifhj^cncy from the y»ar 1810 
till almut 1830, when, without the slightest 
impeachment being luouglit against the sys¬ 
tem or any dement being established against 
the officers, who were cliarged with the exe¬ 
cution of the measiiies necessary to its suc¬ 
cess, alt of a sudden by the mere fiat of the 
Government, 

• *' Verbosa et graadiii epUtoIa venit 
A Capries,”* 

the judicial Judges ^f Circuit, the superin* 
tendenis of Police, and the judicial Magis¬ 
trates were all abolislt^d, and revenue 


-• Reg. I of 1829. A mutt grataitut enaetmeut, an- 
sailed fos by the past and belied b^ tbs future (the 
fruitful louiie of ilia innumerable. 


Commissioners and fiscal Magistrates created 
in their place— 

" Ex illofluere ae retro tublapta rtfanri 

S,,es DAnauin, facte vire., avoraa Dorn ment.’* 

• 

Prom that day hat the Police of this presi* 
dciioy gone., on deteriurating till, at length, 
neitlier person nor property is safe; no, not 
even the wig of the Chief Jnstioe deposited 
in the sanctuary of his own chambers. 

3. A Sabbalh of years has elapsed since the 
projectors of this hopeful reform have had it 
all tlicir own way, like n htillin a Ghina-.tbop, 
as the saying is, turning rummerciai factors 
into Judges and exalting gentlrnien educated- 
in llie revenue dc|iarinii'ni, and not knowii to 
have ever pjresidcd in a Court of Justice, to tho 
liciicli of the CoiTipnny’s Siipietne Court, 
and whnt has been llie result? Why, just 
what had been foretold, and what the Govern¬ 
ment might at any time, litive discovered, 
had it thought lit to ask tlic opinions of men 
of expoiienee who had ikcld ollice, with any 
degieo of rcputiitioii, in the Judicial or Police 
Dupatlinent. At present llio Goveinmeiit ap¬ 
pears to he quite to seek, and under the pain¬ 
ful necessity of trying back, and of having re¬ 
course to the very system suggested by Mr. 
Dowdeswell in 1809. 

• 

4. I understand that qiieties have been late¬ 

ly issued to the Uuv« nue Comiijjssioners and 
Coliecfor-Mugisttales, requiring their opini¬ 
ons as to the junciiiHi or disjunction gif the 
offices of Colleulur and Magisiiaie, and vari¬ 
ous other topics obviously arising out oftlie 
pi esent inefficient andsiUorganized state of the 
Pultcs. • 

Having been required, some 20 years ago, to 
give iiiy opiifiun on similar topics, and having 
reason to think that L had, at that time, eunst- 
dcred the subject of Police as maturely aa 
many of the gifted Magistrates of the piesent 
day, making all due allowance for the piodigi- 
ons march of intellect so con.spici)ous in the 
Police Dcpaitrnent, I shall not be deterred by 
any false inode.sty from publi.shing some iiolea 
of my^ninions, even at this late hour, as they 
mgy as.i^t towards the impiovemeiitol'a system 
which I defy the ntniosl ingenuity of the hu¬ 
man intellect to make wuvse. 

6. Theie is a bonk welVknown in Scottish 
law by the title of “ DicUonaryofDecisions." 
It is lo be regretted, that it has iic'er ocoured 
• o this Gnveriiinenl to patronize « " Dictionary 
of Officitil Opinions" In bo cnlleried from the 
piunerous reports in every ilepartinent. Such 
a enmpilaliun would, probably, obviate the 
necessity of numberless queries rfl topics al¬ 
ready satisfaetorily disposed of, and* to fuoo- 
jtionaries, the task, of re-writing wh»t Hui 
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alreadjr bees batter written, or of displaying 
their origiaality at the expence of ‘their 
judgment. 

" Oocidet miwrog. crambe repeiila, Magisttos.’* 

• ' I 


or the amils ; eise when the applieabiiilT' 
of the proverbial expression ? 
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h fartherance of this plain I shali proceed 
to eommunicato my foregone coneliieiuns on 
many of, the topics above ailnded to, and 
IRFbicb are at'ain under consideration. 

Obrervetion/i on tie Judicial letter of the Hon’Ue 
the Court of Directors written in the 
beginning of 1816. 

PoLICB. 

This division of the letter of the HonMtie 
Court being occupied with (he consideration 
oFthe expediency of vesting the revenue Col¬ 
lectors with the magisterial functions, the pro¬ 
priety of etiirusling the Zameendars, with the 
duties of polioe, and the piescnt condition of 
the village chowkeedars, pasbans, or dosads, 
togetlior with the means of rendering them of' 
greater service to the general Police of the 
country, I sliall proceed to consider each of 
those subjects in the abovcinentioned order. 

I —COLLKCTOKS. 

1. t must confess that my surprise has 
■eldon been so strongly excited as by learn¬ 
ing that it was in oontemplation to transfer 
the Police, togetlier with part of the Magiste¬ 
rial functions, to the revenue Collectors of 
the districts. 

Thie separation of (be duties of the two de¬ 
partments having been co eval with, and 
ronnitig the (garner'stone pf the present laws 
and regulations of this Government, 'gentle¬ 
men eduoated in this serviee, more parlicnlar- 
ly the judicial branch of U, had accustomed , 
themselves to consider it as a species of axion^ 
a kind of ultimate fact,* to investigate or to 
qilLslion the truth of which would be eqnatly 
useless and lidicuious. As it has, however, 
been bronglii to the test of discussion it is to 
be hoped, lliat there are not w'anti<tg arguments 
by which to defend it. If established customs, 
and the immemorial usages qf mankind go 
for any tiling, jbey may b« confidently appeal¬ 
ed to; or shuiild it be tried by general argu¬ 
ment with reference to the Illness of things it 
will not be found to shrink from the inquiry. 

S. The Romans, in the Government of their 
extensive provinces, appear to have ^islhilided 
the military and judioial powers to the pto- 
OOisulsand proetors. 

olllce of puoetor corresiniulcd pretty 
exaMy with that »f our Collector. The du¬ 
ties of the twifdepartments seem to have been 
kept completely separate. 

. ft appears te~ me that in the vigor ttf the 
IIMalitomedan instilittitms in this cniintry,.jlie 
Pl^oiipnaof Poltee, civil aiid criminal just- 
Were wxcrcised bj the aoohah or sipah- 
the Naaim, the feujdar, the moeradii, 
Md Kntwal $ end net by the Deewae 


^ 1 ^ 1 :i ^ u iXl Im aT 

** Bu Deawan mu, undaz jurnead-i o. 

AiShayudza Deewan buroud dad-i o ” ^ " 

3. l{ is stated by Yattel that “ the esta¬ 
blishment of Ponrts of justice is particularly 
necessary for the decision of all fiscal causes, 
that is to say, all the disputes which may 
arise between the subject on the one hand 
and on the oilier the persons who exert the 
profitable prerogatives of the prince:" and 
again, in all well regulated Stales, in coun¬ 
tries that are really States and not the dumi- 
niuas of a despot, the ordinary tribunals de¬ 
cide all causes in which tlie Sovereign is a 
party with .as much freedom as tliosc between 
private persons.” 

r 4. In order to understand the value and 
applicability of tiiese quotations to the present 
question,we must consider that there is scarce¬ 
ly any transaction, hardly any description of 
accusation or of crime which may not, in this 
country, by the'parties, tlie witnesses, or the 
judge be warped, so as to bear a relation to 
levennc matters: of the truth of this obsei- 
vation every gentleman who has presided in 
a Court of justice in India must be convinced 
by the frequent expi'iienee of applications 
flora the oflicer of the revenue and commer¬ 
cial bi:pncbes of (he set vice to exert the influ¬ 
ence of the Court in oases in which though 
the exertion of it inigiit ceriainly expedite the 
object in view, yet would iicvcrtlieless be 
eoirtrary to alt received principles of justice. 

Far be ft from me, liy this remark, to impugn 
the character of any man, or of any set of men 
among my fellow servants. The fact arises 
out of ^hc impel feet constitution of liiiman 
iiuature which lenders the best of men liHhle 
(0 overlook im^ieditpfxts when zcatouslr in¬ 
tent on the ejissf^ilion of their duly. But if 
revenue or commercial oificers, and these 
very re.spectabie men, can ever make u^i (heir 
iiiiiid.s [iiililicly to solicit interference and 
si.siancc from the Courts no npright or 

intelligtTnt Magistrate wg^ld consider, it his 
duty to giant, wliat is to leslrain theii^ when, 
time and necessity urging and armed the 
power of'the Polioe, a Surisiadar or Deew'an 
should respcetfuily insinuate that such or such 
an order, not perhaps in itself manifestly un¬ 
just, would he attended with the gieatcst ad¬ 
vantage to the interests of Govcrnmimt. In 
short, so easily does the mind become enslav¬ 
ed by habit, by froms and joflicial arrange¬ 
ments, that both concerns being managed by 
the same set of individiial.s would in time be- 
Rome identified, and whatever tended to evince 
the zeal and activity of the Collector in ma¬ 
king good bis collections, Sec. &o. would im¬ 
perceptibly become to be considered as ex¬ 
tremely just and proper, and as tending equal¬ 
ly to the'advantage of individu'als, ^nd the 
benefitof the State. J bate ooljr arfaedea 
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I tfie auppositioo of the joint office beins held 
l>v men of the moat respociahio characlgr; on 
any oilier view of the subject I should dread 
to depict tlio consequences. • 

5. It may, however, be contended, that tlse 
revenue bein^ fijte^b.v the perpetual setllo- 
meat and socnreyil^ the provision of ^le by 
auction where the temptation or necessity to 
press upon tlie people in the collection ol'it? 
But, it will he admitted, that the Tarty Maliul 
and scveriil other branehes of the revenue are 
not periuanent, that rent free lands are fre¬ 
quently resumed, new settlements made, new 
brancliea of revenue opened,&c. Sto. Consider 
the power that the Police would give to the 
Col lectors in forming these sottlementa, and 
then let any one say that this arrangement 
promises to be productive of protection to the 
subject, and credit to the Government. As 
matters at present stand, I have lieaiM or re¬ 
venue defaulters being, illegally, detained in 
gnrad-hoiises and such like places, what is to 
protect them hereafter from being cooped up 
with rogues and felons! * 

0. It would he almost endless to attempt 
to detail the points on whieli the duty and in* 
terest of the revenue officers would come in 
contact with the feelings and interests of the 
people if armed witirtlic powers of the Police. 
W'hat gives rise to so many offences and com¬ 
plaints in the criminal depaitincnt,* as dis¬ 
putes relating to crops, rents, boundaries anil 
Ollier mntteis connected with the revenue 
department! Iii short, to end the enumera¬ 
tion, 1 may sny with the poet-— ^ 

*' Qiii. quiii conspiciiunn, pulclii iiicqueeitoequore toto 
Kes fisci ast ubiruinqne natal.” 

So endless and in definite are the relations 
of the fiscal department in this country. Fur 
ther, the country is overrun with flie agents 
and rhuprasccs of^sustoni masters, of opium 
agents, of conunerciat residents and of salt 
agents, 1 submit whether or no it bo neces- 
saiy lor the hap iness, the comfort, t* e CKisr 
tence of the people, aftd, for^tlie sake of ap- 
pearnces and the credit, if 'twl the profit of 
Governnicnt, iliat these myrmidons should be 
uimUi' the stipcrinteiideiice and contiol of 
gentlemen of anoihui' department, who, having 
no inlerrsl in, fftet^onneotion with, the object 
of tlieir employ tn^ exeroise a vigiPhunt, but 
just ai^ responsible control over their ac 
lioiKs. • 

7. It is observed in the fifth report of the 
House of Commons that the Collectors being 
divested of tlie Magisterial authority it beconicK 
necessary to provide, by otlier means, for the 
cnlli’ciion of arrears of land revenue, which 
clfiirly shews tlie use which was made of tlie 
Magisieiial powerwhen they possessed it, and, 
I iniich fear, that nothing could i revent their 
resorting to the same means of coilecting, at- 
tboiigii a more regtiRir mode has now been 
provided as therein stated^ * 

It will, I trust, fully appear from the above 
tfttHervations.ibat Ibe effect of such an arrange- 
ipent would be to throw a tentpiation in the 
way and to gi«e a bias to the miads of the 


revenue officers, which would, 'in alntdiil 
every case, tend in favor of tlie Governmet^ 
the zemindars and the higher Classes whJob 
is, in my opinion, just the reverse to what 
ought to prevail in the tninds of Magistratet 
in^his country. 

8. It will be allowed that the obligations 
of a state towards its subjects require that tba 
exeeui'ive authority and all its Oflfb>-rs should 
be responsible to the laws for the due east* 
cisbof the powers coinmitled to them with 
the view of enabling ibom to realize the pub* 
lie revenuff. 

The functions of a Court of Judioatnro 
may may bo cMvided into the ante*Judici»l 
the Judieial and the po»t Jttdieial. The firsts 
including the Police, comprehends every mea* 
sure which may be requisite to prevent the 
perpetration of lawless designs, the appte* 
lieiisions of ofienders, the securing of witness¬ 
es and evidence, and, in short, every tlyngf 
which may be necessary to bring a cause to 
a hearing.* 

The second or Judicial of course eompro- 
bends tiie examination of witnesses and evi- 
denoe, together with the decision of tho 
courts. 

Tiie third, or post-Jinfioial, includes every 
thing which is required to enforce, and carry 
into execution tlie.senteuoe in a malter either 
civil or ciiininai. 

It is only necessary to keep in mind this 
division to pcrcrivc what a tremendous de¬ 
gree of power will l>e thrown into the bands 
of the revenue Officers by the proposed ar* 
rangeiiieiif. Itwifl heoonft a^ absurdity, a 
iiiero ibuckery, to say that the subject may 
prefer a complaint against the Government 
or its revenue Oli|cers. 

^ What ohance could^he complainant expect 
When every thing which is to tend to^e- 
instate him in his lights; in short, all 
the appericnanccs of justice are in the 
hands of tli^ adversaries. The native offi¬ 
cers of the Governnieiit too well understand 
the nature of that formidahle engine Uie Po¬ 
lice to let slip So fine ail opportunity for op¬ 
pression. Besides, it is nut iif civil suits of 
great value, ur by ciiininai offi^nccs of great 
enormity, that the (loiir man is oppressed in 
this country ; but by a seiies of petty annoy- 
anaeis, trifling insults, temporary coufiaement, 
loss oivl^roe, and, in short, by that slow and 
iiiiv|ierceptible, but fatal practice of injustice 
known to tho natives by the names of dikdaty 
and eezartuant/. 

•• Res atierritur longo sti|^uiiii)e Liltis.'* 

Ail tliese evils the Judge, deprived of the 
Pulice, would have no power to prevent. Nor 
would his decrees be of much value when lie 
was deprived of the power lequsito to enforoe. 
them, more particularly as this is no .reiy^^ 
easy oiatler at present. ^ , 

ff. None of the reasons alleged in favtv 
of this change of system, seem to earry 
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l«ntt weigrbt. In the first place it is stated, in 
the Court's letter, that the principle of the 
separation df the cleparlments has, in some 
instances, been deviated from; yet,the in¬ 
stance of referrinj; certain descriptions ofsiiita 
to the collectors for their report while aiteifd- 
ed with convenience is, in itself, hv no 
means so important a deviation as inanyde- 
ftee to intcdve a direliction of the principle. 

10. Another a reason assigned is, that collec¬ 
tors have ahundance of icisnre. This position 
appears to me very qiiesiionahloj^ provided, 
they do the r duty, and will, certainly, not 
bold when tlie sevornl dcsciiptions of civil 
suits alluded to in tlic Court’s letter are made 
over to them for decision. 

It is also .stated, that their locomotive fa¬ 
culties are greater than those of their Judici¬ 
al hreiliren. This, I think, very contestable. 
At .all events, niy recollection furnishes me, 
wiii'i no instances of it in an oUtcial point of 
vdiw. At present the collectors are just as 
sedontaiy as the Judges, and, it *appears to 
me just as easy to put the one set of officers 
in motion as the other. The Judges niighi, 
withoiitany public inconvenience, be directed 
to bold their courts during three months 
of the cold-season in,some of the large towns 
of ilioir districts, situated at a distance from 
the station. 

As they might select cases relating to dis¬ 
puted boundaries, alluvial lands. Sic., Sec. foi 
decision during their pf()gre>a, and notice 
might be given to the vakeels and others con¬ 
cerned, I cannot see how tlii.s slioulrl occasion 
any spspension even of eivil business, while 
it Would, doablless', ho of the highest service 
to the Police. Should there,appear, lidwcver, 
any objections to the plan they might be an 
thorlKed to spend the half ofti'neh of the above, 
mentioned months in the Mofussil ctnployes^ 
in the investigattori of tbatlers of Police, and 
tht^nther half at the station for the dicisiou of 
•ivil suits. 

11. One thing of no small moihent appears 
to have escaped the attention ot the Court. 

The pre-senl judicialservantsliave, as ! have 
al ways iindeislootl, been selected as the besi 
fitted from their clmrneier, habits and pursiiii.s 
for ilie situation; many of lliom have been 
employed in the Hue fo 10orl5}ears, some 
fora lungerpeiiod ; and it may, reasonably he 
supposed, that all this expeiience baatsfOt been 
completely lost npon them. Pnrtlier, niatft'i.s 
Of civil and criminal jwrispiudencc, includ¬ 
ing tfm|f otice, being more or less intimately 
oontrftflPd with each oilier, it may happen, 
that many in4<vidiTai.s may have endearouroi), 
by the course of their tending and rellectiun, 
til qualify tliemselvcs lor ilic ardiiotts and 
ennipiir.ated duties of their office., Bnt it 
wrilt hardly be conteniled, that the present race 
of eollectors will be able to obtain an .e^aJ 
'degree oCyinforiiiation on these points, and 
simitar habits of praclipal fitness by inere 
ittUnUon, or the bare net of printing a 


regulation transferring to them the Police and 
magisterial functions. 

In all matters of expediency and calculation, 
the hiss of time and labor required to lepro- 
dbee the same effects, tnay be reckoned to go 
fur something and ought WUply to be taken 
into ernsideraiiun before any steps aie taken 
for the dislocation of the present system. 

12. An tumults nnd partial insurrections 
are not without the limits of possibilitj, it ap¬ 
pears politic find expedient, that the Police 
should be vested in the bands of a class of 
persons who, not cuiiiing in contact with the 
people in niatleis connected with their inter¬ 
ests or likely to excite their iiritabiliiy, may, 
thciefore, liavc a greater clianue to coiumnnd 
their regard and respect than those officers 
wiioae duty it is to make freqiivni applications 
to their purses in the shape of tax-gatherers. 

In-short, it appears, that the proposed ar¬ 
rangement so far from proIni.^illg greater ex¬ 
pedition in the dispatcli of biisinc.<i.s, gicater 
security to the subject, iitcrense of credit to 
the Guvernineiit, or of ease and satisfaction 
to tlie officers of both dcpailmc.nts, would, in 
all probability, be attended with oflccls just 
the reverse. 

QUtVIS. 

Calcutta Courier, August 10.] 


NO. 2, ON THE Police. 

''It flKnetiinea happens that he who would not hurt a 
fly, will hurt a nauoit.’’—7iiyhir'i lHateimiin. 

The subject of my present communication 
is tlie exptidiency of vesting the laiidliolders 
with additional power in iiiallcrs of police. 

* 

Having carefully re-considered (be matter, 
and baling been, 1 liiist, a not iiiallentivo 
•ipcclator of the changes wliicli ha ve occurred 
during the last fwciiiycyears, yet I niti.st con¬ 
fess that 1 liiidshtlle to qualify oi letiact from 
(lie opinions recuied aithe couimcnceniciit of 
that period. 

2. It will probably be a>i«/dtted, that the 
cliuraetWf and conduct yINandhuldcrs, like 
that of all laige classes of men, is cc^isider- 
ably inffiiericod, if not entirely formed, by 
professional traditiou.s and piejuciices, by 
eduoaiion, by muiites of interest, and by tlio 
general state and opinions of the period and 
.society in which they live. 

It is possible (bat an improved sy.stem of 
education, and a more intimate intercourse 
with ilie iiJgher clas.'.es of Europeans, may 
have hud a fav.o'alilc inllncncc on the charac¬ 
ter of some of the pritici^ial laiidliolders in the 
immediate viciniiy of the c.ipiial. But this 
influence has‘not, i^jiciievc, penetrated far or 
deep, and it is (toulilfni uliet'ier it operates 
even,on those above alluded to, when residedt 
in the Mofu^ii and removed from the inspe'o- 
tion of their Earopeao aoquaintanoeJT 

V 
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, S. Ambition, ostentation, the love of power 
and of adding to their acres, appear to bo 
tile besetiiii); sins of^rhat landed |irn|)ri'etors 
in a rude and iiiicivili 2 ed state of society ; 
and the strong and inr-reas-init objections to 
the conduct of the unpaitf so evident 
in llie English (ujrsf,^ is ualcnlated to raise 
serious donlits ns to the peculiar fitnoss of 
this class to be trusted with power, even in the 
luore atlviinceil siii);es of sucioly. The inis- 
condnct of many of the Irish Miiuislrafes who, 
no doubt, bear a still nearer re^seinhlanco to 
the country jtenileuien of India, appears still 
further to corroboiate this opinion. 

4. However lbi« may be, I entertain conai 
dcrable doulil whether any favorable change 
has taken place in theciiaracier and qualilica- 
cations of the >(i'eat bod v of the zunieendars, 
nniwitlistaiuliiii' the perpetual puilini; jtnd 
fl(Mlli^h of a certain cbourus Of two-ponnj 
trumpets respecting the march of inteiiect, ci¬ 
vilization, &c. &c. “ usque ad nauseam.” 

* 

There are not a few persons in this,-as iiv 
other countiies, who have yet to learn that 
eivi/ization, any more than retpectabilily, does 
not consist merely in driving a one-horse 
chaise. 


Observations on the Judicial letter of thevHon’ble 
the Court of Directors, written in the 
beginning—of 1816. 

II.—ZUUEGNDARS. 

1. I next come to consider the ozpJRieocy 
ofpiacinir the Police in the hands of the 
Zumeendars. 

On a .subject wliicb ba.s cxftrci.seij the judg- 
mcni and alnlilics of many eminent men, it 
becomes me to .speak with deference. It may 
be remai ked, however, that as the Court seems 
to rest! id its recommendation of the ijieasiiie 
to those cases in whioli the proprietors of ex¬ 
tensive zuun endaries, r«.«iding on their estates, 
retain tlic manajseiiieiit of them, in their own 
hands, the dc.sciiplioii would apply to so small 
a class of poisons as scarcely to deserve con- 
sidcraiion. Fi^r almost all the great zumecii- 
dais with whoinV^nm acquainted, whether resi¬ 
dent or olherwis ■, iiflwiase their e.slate.?\hrouftli 
the medium of farmers^lioldiiig under variou.s 
tenures, hut generally* so contrived that all 
respoii.sil)ility, in matters of Police, shall be 
so ilivided and so easily shifted ns, in fact, to 
atlacit to none of them. Neither are the gene¬ 
ral habits and character of the zumeendars 
such Bs to qualify them, independently of 
Ollier coDsideiations, to officiate as officers of 
Police. The greaier znmeendarH, spending 
their days in all manner of dehauchery, are 
rarely equal to the management of their ^own 
estates, commonly enWusted to some unprinci¬ 
pled gomasta or deewan ; white the greater 
degree of activity possested by the smaller 
asimeendars, i* ohielly displayed In promoting 
affrays and oppressing their ryots, Nor would 
fumeeniars, of an; respectability, accept the 


office if acaorapanied by adequate responsi¬ 
bility, and in the event of its being conferod 
on zhmecodars of another desOripiiun, or 
Loii any of them,without heavy responsihility, 
Mt would speedily tend to the ruin ol the coun- 
iry< * 

The argument advanced hy the proposers of 
this sysiein, lieing founded either lyi ancicot 
u.sage, alleged experience or asmlogy with 
Eurupeau iiistiiulion.s, i shall proceed to con¬ 
sider each ut these points se|i,iiaiely, and 
shall conclude with a few geiicral remarks 
respecting Uie expediency of me mea.sure. 

2. The zumeendars in the vigor of tlio 
Moghul empire were, doiihtless, officers of 
the government and romovealtic at its plea¬ 
sure. Eiitrusied with the cutleciioii of the 
revenue and the superintendence of tlie po¬ 
lice, it w.is reasnriahle that they .should he 
accountable for the preservaiioii of the peace, 
so long as they were allowed leveiiues for- 
ihateKiiress purpose. These, as the sa^er 
foi tiisiauce^ and coiisidcrahle portions of land 
allotted to the various zumcendary servants, 
have liceii diveriod from purposes of police, 
ill consequence of Hie periictiinl settlement. 
Many of the ancient insliiiiiioris, from the 
peiiod of tile decline of tlic Moghul govern¬ 
ment to that of the acquiiMtion of the deewa- 
nee ; and fiom that limc to the furmaiionof the 
perpetual settlement, had fallen into disuse, 
or been .so abused as not to admit of being 
restored to their piimiiive purity. A still 
moie difficult task leiuHincd to adju.st those 
fragments of piimcval civilization to the state 
of tilings coiitemplaicd in those anangcinents. 

ft wnn not then the order of the day to search 
for reties of Hindoo sinipl!oii 3 iy»or to admire 
the vigor of Mahomedan dospoiism ; on the 
contrary, we seem to have adopted tiiePgood 
levointionary inaiAm of rendeiing every.thing 
pte new as ourselves.^ Yet it would he more 
than indecent to suppose that the enlighten¬ 
ed and disinterested statesmen who presided 
over these iiH-a.sures, did n<>t pass a thought 
on those dccuted iiisiituiioas before consign¬ 
ing them to ^ilivion, 

3. On the ^onlrary, they probabljP consi¬ 
dered |Jiem as incoinpatihfe wi^i llio order of 
iiiing.s intended to i c introduced, and contem¬ 
plated the period when the iuoreasing opu¬ 
lence and intelligence uf the natives should 
enable and incline them to maintain monteipai 
in.siiiq^inns more adapted to the improving 
sl^te ot-%ociet;. 

It happens, unfortunately, that since the 
antiquities of a few obscure Hindoo dynas- 
tio.s of the Dukhuii Iiavo been explored, a 
class of persons has arisodL. ^ 

•' Qui rvdit in fnatoi, et virtutem sstimalannii,^ 

Miraiurqaa Diliil, nosi qaod Libiima sacravit, 

witbont perhaps ve^y acouralcly examining 
how far those institutions, at ono lime no 
doubt judicious, would agree anji _ coalesce 
with a state of things essentially different., 
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it has, also, been alleged, tliaf the Police 
was more CfTicienf and the lives and property 
of traveliert^^fteiier protected under the native 
governments than at pi esent. • 

I have endeavnurod, in the coar/e of edh- 
versatioiiM wiili iteiligent natives, to trace the 
grounds of this assertion ; hut without sue* 
cess. 1 understand that formerly it was consi¬ 
dered eatrehtely dangerous to proceed west 
from Benares, and that iraveilers wore obliged 
to go aruied and in caravans for mutuai pro- 
teotion. But present evil being always mag- 
nilied, and great pains being at pre'sent taken 
to discover tlie number and nature of offences, 
whereas the native governments never gave 
any attention to the subject, tlie very accura¬ 
cy of our information and the nieans resorted 
to for tlie suppression of crimes, must tend to 
make them assiiniea size and degiee of promi- 
neuce which they did not formerly possess. 

4( But supposing, fora moment, the police, 
nnder the Mahoitiedari government, to have 
attained a ceitain degree of perfdotion, this 
seems rather to be atlriimted to the cllicicnt 
control eseroised by the ofliiners of government 
over all below them, tlian to any merit on the 
pnrt of the ziimeendars, who, instead of being 
trusted and honored, yir-ere, in fae.t, linmbled 
and diNlressed in exact propnrtion to the de¬ 
gree of vigor possessed by the government. 
Besides, contrast the scanty‘eslahlisliineiits of 
tlie Magistrates with the ininience armies 
maintained for liie preservation of tranquillity 
by the native governments in every province ; 
a dcsciiption oi foice wiiicli, if it served no 
otiier’porpose, at least gave emiiloyiiient to a 
nninivrof pcisons who wonlil, otherwise, have 
resorted to plunderVur a livelihood. , 

5 . tlowevor, there, arc probably few ma- 


who take a bolder course, incur a heavy res-s 
ponsyiilily, and are involved in a series of 
contentions sufficient to occupy their whole 
mtlentiuri, and to leave them no time to attend 
l|ie other branches of their duly. 

6 . In short tliinp seeVn Jo be verging to 
that c|isis wliicli will require that the duties 
of the magistrate should be exercised bg a 
separate judicial officer ; or that the havids of 
the present magistrates should lie sirciigihen* 
ed, so as to enable tlieiu to perform their ardu¬ 
ous duties, even at the risk of a small degree 
of that speedy inj istice which is advaniaseous- 
ly contrasted in liie Court’s tetter, with the pre¬ 
sent system of protracted justice. 

Rut I propose to consider this subject more 
ifully under the bead of ciiminal jurispru¬ 
dence. 

• r 

7. No satisfactory conclusion can be drawn 
from the test of experience In favor of the sys¬ 
tem of entru-ting liie police to the ziinii 
fjnrs. . It may, no doubt, under jndicioiis su¬ 
pervision, nod assisted by certain local pccu- 
. iiarities, have answeied in the Jungle Maliul, 

Iliirinyana and a few nibers districts ; but 
a similar argument mar be adduced in favor 
of every other sysieoi that has been adopted. 
In fact it appears to me, that it is to the vigi¬ 
lant control exercised by the magistrate, 
lather tfian to any peculiarity in the distribu¬ 
tion cf powc s among the natives, lliai wo 
iniisi look for the efficiency of all systems of 
police ill this country. 

At all events the district of Biidwan may 
he adduced as an instance of the practicahili- 
ty of approaching towards aUainahIc peifec- 
tion through the agency nf the ili.tnadarce 
system, an<t ilie general slate of ihc police 
in the six disiiicts coiiiaiiicd in this division. 


gistrates in the Company’s tAnplov, who would Batiia Circuit) may bo iiisiancod to show 
not, even with the liinUed esiahlishmcnt that it is not iucompatihle with tlie piescrva- 
peisenl allowed, he able to maintain a most lion of /he peace throughout a very extensive 
cHtmenl police, were they vested with powers Apulent and lluu^isiiing portion of our empire, 
in any degree approanoing to those possessed 

In the Hiudoostanee hinils. But those at the I must himibly suggest, that all argn- 

li( I'l of affairs in Naiive goverfiinonts, liiile 'nents in favor of this system, founded on any 
s iipiilpus or inquisitive about the means, npparenl analogy with Biiropcao insti'iitioris, 
looked only io the cud proposed; whereas a comparison of tlie zoin^iulais o| this 
very diff.Tcnt d.?gree of responsihiliiy «.iaits ‘.’oonry with English geiu^en, inust nnsc 
ttie native officers employed iinrloi the govern- Ironi a TOry iiiipertect kiurClcdge ol tlie elia- 
ment, white the Eupopean officer, tiomhiinglv racier of the zuineendars, and a very timiled 
alive to liis cliaracter, is aware that no general viow of ih,e slate ot society in both countries, 
siiccssofliis measures nr fairness of lepiita-, ' 

lion nan protect him from the niortilicaljjf-n and The only mode of fairly •considering the 
disgrace wliieli attend, not only every inViaiion question is, not by coiiipaitng the ignorant 
from the palbs of rectitude, but even, some- ^md unprincipled ziiineeodars of these pro- 
tiincs, no very glaring errors of judgaient. vinces with the well educated and liberal 

minded English gentlemen ol the nineteenth 
It i.<i not, therefore, surprising, if some nia- century ; hut by going back a few ages, and 
gistrales einliavrasscd with the multiplicity of drawing a parallel helwcen the former and 
forms and pieety of modes of proceeding, ihe ancestors of the latter in a somewhat si- 
alarfned at the variety and extent of the res- mllar state of society, aful to inatk the lela- 
portsibiltty, and disgusted with the sniall do- lions betweeti'tlie ^rown and the landed pro- 
gt^of discretion dr influence remaining cto pfietors of those days. 

Jpm, should temporiKc and hesita e,' and, ** 

Srough ihffdreail of doing something wrop'g, '' jPor this purpose it will be proper to carry 
not, do nothidg wtdK Others^ bgok oar tbtimgbta to the aiaUi of Siiropeah 
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xociety as it existed previously to the reign of 
Henry (lie Seventh. • ^ 

In the history of those times we rend of thw 
suceessive steps which were tnken liy lye 
Crown, to reduce tl>ie powers of the Barons, 
to control the jtittisdieiion of their courts, 
und to limit the numbers of their redviiiers, 

Nor did England nor Europe ii^ general 
arrive at the pilch of prospeiity which it now 
enjov.s, till, by restraining ti|^ power of the 
landholders and bestowing inmiiinilics and 
municipal institutions on the towns and cities, 
one equal and uniform course of law and |>o- 
lice was establisbed tbrougbonttlie kingdoms,. 

9. In like manner the znmccndar.s are» 
proverbially, Ihrongliont Hindoosian, ennsi 
riered as scourges and oppressors lof Xlieir 
lollow .snhjecis. Indeed, by no single circiim' 
.stance have good princes been moie usuailv 
charactei ized among orienial v riiers, than 
by the se\prity with wbioli tlicy have pi^- 
nisiicd (heir transgression', and i’ is eniitncr* 
iiled by tlie respei-table author of the “See’ 
curool Muiu’akhu' reen,” auniri!; the. defeois 
of the liiitisb govcrnuicul, that it bad rclaved 
the acvci ity of that control to wliicb the con¬ 
duct of the ziimcendars wa.s formeily subject. 

TIia» the znmeendars, ntthougb more indeh* 
ted to the government, are, generally speaking, 
worse alTci'icd anil more contuma''ious lo- 
V. aids its oBicers than the nicrcantile or any 
other hody of liie people, is a fact wliinli ad 
mils of no dispute. Wlien the ziiineedars 
«ere olfii’crs of tlie government anil remove 
able at its pleasure, the irilliicnce lhe,y acquir¬ 
ed hy llie exercise of the police was of little 
consequence ; Imt now that they are possessed 
of extensive hereditary estates, it necomes a 
<liiesiion of the liigliesi political Imporlancc, 
and nearly connected with the stability oi 
the government. ^ 

I 

10 . It, certainly, TRight liave been .sup 
posed, that possessing propey,ty, tliey would 
have lieciinie anxious for the preservation ol 
order, and the maintenance of the peace. 
Experience, however, has proved the very 
leverse to ho tllftsfiase. By wjioin are all ihe 
great aB’rays, thc\^evnlencc of w'lainh has 
Hlfurdiyl so much matter for lamentation, 
contrived, and for witose advantage perpe. 
trated hut that of the zunieedars? Who have 
so frequently given harbor to, and partlifipated 
in the spoils of garig.s of dacoits as the zii- 
meendnrs ? Who inekrent, torture and op¬ 
press the ryuts, but the zumeendars? In 
short, against what ola’ss of the community 
do the records of courts furnish such a mass 
of insolence, disafTeclian, cruelty and injus¬ 
tice as against the zumeendars? I can 
safely assert, that during a late exeursiotji 
throngh this district, I received ten opm- 
piainis again.st the prinoifual zurneendar and. 
Ins farmers for one against any other indivi- 
uiial, and that 1 have natforinly, experieneed 
greater ^iflicalty in enforcing amy i rpeoss of 
tbe court, ja bis cumeebtlRrec^ than in any 


otlier part of tbe district., Nor is be the onljr 
rajedi or great znmeendar, whoslias exalted 
himself 10 that had eminence ; in fact, so far 
from being fit'persons to. he entrusted with 
ilkB power of the police, the supervision end 
correction of their conduct 'appears lo me, the 
grand and primary objeiit of all Police. 

11. Indeed their conduct -m^ft more re* 
seinhies that of feudal Barons towards their 
Prince and their villains, than thni of English 
gentlemen towaids their guveiign and te* 
tiants. TJiat they have not ren lereal them* 
selves equally fnrniidntile must, eeriainly, be 
allowed ; but the eircMimstaiices of the_ go¬ 
vernment of this cnunti'v attosscssing a large 
dispn.seahle revenue, and the emninand ofa 
numciotis at my, are siiBlcient to aeciiuiit for 
this difl’eiettce. Sooner or later, however, 
power will follow property and it would. In 
my opinion, he highly inexpedient, iinnccssa- 
tilv to ailil to Iticir iui1<ipncc anal to awakeq 
the arnhition of this formidable body of men. 

12. It iy justly observed by a gentleman 
of very eminent talents, that “ our police 
administration has no root in the native soil 
of the camitniinitv." This nhseivation of 
awfitl ini on applies hot too justly to all our 
institiitiains in every dcpiirlinent of the stiite. 
Nowhere have we talfcn root in the native 
.soil, Imt hang loose Boati’ig on the breath of 
puhlin opinion. Nowhere have we tliat 
infliiencc which is tiiily deserihetl In be pos¬ 
sessed hy the gcnti'v, the laiidii^ilcrs, the 
corporate bodies, and the snh.staoml persons 
of our native cniintry. N<i soau'al conneciiains, 
no naliiinl ties, attach us to Ihe natives ; 
everv wliete the di.sjunniia)n is ohservahle. 
However, we vary (he disteihiitinn of llie pow¬ 
er anal iullaience oinanaling*froin the go- 
veriiinent, still, on the confines ,whcre^Eiiro- 
pcan anal native t^ency meets, there appears 

^n “ hiatus valdk lamentabile. 

* “ From nntiire’s chain whatever link yrvii strike^ 

Teatli or t«n-thoasanalth, breaks die chain alike.*’ 

This evil, in no degree to be remedied by 
promoting iStb independence and influeneeof 
the zumeendars, or iniieeal of an^ oilier 
cins.sofihe cipmm unity exclusively, is only, 
in niy opinion, lo be palliated by nicely 
bainneiiig the stlaims and pretensions uf tho 
-various rln.sses and orders of society ; and by 
judioioiisiy apportioning a correspondent 
degree of power and influence to eacb. so 
to eqitipoise and neutralize the pusitivo 
stt^sngtlr^f the whole, as to render it suhniis- 
sive and manageable fpr the purposes of 
government. -* 

Perhaps, the oply radici^ sure might be (be 
permission to acquire lairas aad the admis¬ 
sion of colonization by British subjects on 
some liberal principle ; together wUh the 
introdqqtion of a jndirioos municipal systpm, 
adapted to tire habits and character of the 
people, into Ihe pt-jjioiple chics, towns nod 
gungea. ^ 

Qtnyis. ^ 

Ckkutta Cturittf Auswi lO.j f 
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The ** rnfe.< for the administration of eVvil | the oflSner presiding orer,the Court to endea- 
justice in Assam,” have been printed for circu- v vour to obtain the aid ohar jury or of a few 


lation. 


native assessors. 


There a r?- to be two classes of native I Moonsiffs and Sndder Ameens trniltyof any 
jiidses-moonsiffs to tiy suits refeired. to Ibe (ine( by the Assis- 
thein by tlie Oommissioner or liis As.sistanls t*tnt in a sum^ not exocedmg tlie amount of 
(laklieraj claims e%copte<i) not exneedinjc the monlli s salary, Ollences r(M|unin{|^ 

value of 100 rup. es; and Sudder Anieens sreater pun.sluuent lo be reported to the Com- 
with siniilnr powers in cases of orii(inal suits missionor, who may dismi.ss a MoonsitT, sus- 
not exceeding 1.000 rupees, and in eases .•» nend a Ssodder Ameeii and temporarily np- 


appeals from tbo MoonsilTs. The Moonaills point nothor, submitting a report to Oovern- 
to be appointed by the Commissioner fiom a meiil. 

list of three persons named hv the As.sistaiil MoonsilTs and Siidder Anieens are compc 
in charp of the (lisiriot; the Sudder Ameens „/fine to the exlent of fifty rupees. 


to bo al.so noniinated by the Commissioner, 
but subject to cniifirmalion hy the Governor 


cnmmulable to irnpi isoiimeiit for one month; 
“any parly auiliy of a gioss contempt of llieir 


of Bengal, the I'csl qualified Moonsiff in the or any of their siibordioatc 

district lo have the preferentjo^ except iii olbceis gniltv of gro.ss coniiiiiiacy or disres- 
ipecial cases. pcci,” reporiing the same wilhiri twenly-lour 

—, — , ,, V « .1 , • lionrs to llieir immediate supriior. The 

The European fnnctionarie.s for tip adrni- Commissioner and Assistants and S(ib-assis> 
nistralion «l mvil jnsiice to be the Co.nmis- i„ like ci-ses, line lo the exient of 

•lonp and Ihe Assistants in charge ot the se- „ commuUble lo mx months' impii- 
verald strict-s. All pej^ilions ot plaint to he first synmenl ' 


presented to the Assistant, who is to retain on 
bis own file those exceeding 1,000 rupees in 


On filing an original suit, written notice to 


amount, as well as all Laklieraj claims, but ,he given to the defendant to file his answer 
may refer claims of smaller amount lo the wiiliin liflcen days; if he fail to do so, pioela- 
native J^ges, an appeal to lie. from the As- nialion lo be made allowing bun firicen tlay.s 
sistant to Ibe Commissioner, and from the more, alter wbieli, on liis def.inll. the . ase to 
latter a special appeal to the Sudder Dcwaiiny :be iiied expailc. After the defeiMl.aoi's .n- 
Adawlut. The Commissioner or Assistant '.swer has l>een filed, ten days to be lilowed 
may i-eAiot'c to his own or any other Court any jfoi the. plainiifl’s rejoinder, and fiv - day.s for 
cause pending in a'lower Court, recorijing bis the deiendani’.s replieatuin. P.iitics may 
reasons for so doing. jbiing up kbeir own witnesses, or have them 

„ *• . ..... .... jsulMKjeiiaed; “and the Court, in passing a 

No civil suit shall boicognizahle in any decision upon the case, shall include 

Court in A.ssain, in which the cause of acliOjjjf wiuiievcr soni, not exceeding Ihe rale of ihioe 
shall have oiigmated‘at any peiiod antece' annas p-er <liem, ni'-iy be proved to have been 
d^iP. to the date of tbe treaty of Yandaboo, viz. i.,ajd to witnesses for their suhsisteiice, among 
the 24th Fehriiary, 1836. For suits arising i|,e costs of suit.” ' 
subsequently lo that dale twelve years is to be , 

the period of limitation, withiirf wliie.b from Depositions to be taken in Bciigallec, in 
the dale of the transaction wherein itoiigi- the presence of the Assistant, or a joniorAs- 
nates K suit must he instituted; unless the ,si'tani, or the head oflicerot the Coiiit who 
complainant emn shew by olesu' po.iilive proof attest the same with hi^»^1 gnat ore. 1 he 
that he had demanded the money or maiter in Assistajrt lo pa^s judgiiiejjjitrin open Couit, le- 
question, and that the defendant had admitted , substance ami attest the snqje with 

the truth of the demand, or promised lopayi*‘>* signature in a booic betore lie quits tho 
the money; or that lie directly preferred bis ! Court; the decision tube afterwards drawn 
claim wlliiin the iieriod for the niaUerJn dis- iu I’urm. 

r,'u.e demand' aidTalfa^"Un 

reLons to the Coujl ihy he dfd no! proceed f f ■upon the de- 

iotbc.<..iii; or shall prove that cither from a reply; rn wliicb case parties may 

minority ,or other good and sufficient cause he 

had b^Vwloded from obtaining redresi." Assistant to admit the suit. 

; The Assistant may summarily dispose of 
Sfuits for personal property to he instituted cases relating to cast otxmarriage without put- 
i|(^be Court in charge of the division where ting them ootiis regular file, which, however, 
tpe defendant resides, or that in which he fjpi- the Commissioner Aiay order to be done, 
r jied at the lime; aaiis for damages on aecoiiiit , 

ipf injury t^ character,^ either in tbe district of The Assistant,may, and is recommended to, 

pilte defendant's residenpe, or in that in which require personal attendanee of plaijritifl'and 
»«t was oommitted. In fixiaf damafes, defendant^ and examine them on qath. 
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• Native Jiicl<»cs not to trj east's in wliiclt 
tlieii'own aniiali or s^iirituul insn uetora arc 
noiK'.cincd ; hut must refer them la liio Assis* 
taut, hy wliuni they ranv he sent to another 
Hudder Amccii or Moonniir, or to the Junior of 
sub-u.ssi»lciiit. , ^ ' 

Assistant may require security, or imprison 
or Vinn'vdi defend an t’s property, if the dofen- 
diint is aimut to ahseond, ^nd may,in sueh 
I'.nse, li V (he suit without rcfcicnee to tlie older 
of the tile. * 

The Courts to use cverv proper means for 
inducing; panics to refer their disputes toarbi- 
iration. 

f’ersons suing as paupeis to file a schedule 
<)1 Iheii whole Droiicily. 

• • 

Suits against a iiuropcan or nnii\e oflTieei 
'u siildiei, to ho miiitied to the Coiitmaiiditig 
tHiicci of his corps. 

• 

\iijic.ils finm tiie Moonsilfs v Sudder 
Vinecirs to an Assistant to he made within 
Mif liiniith ; the Assistant may refer the lor- 
iiici In a Suddci' Ameoii. Appeals fiom an 
A'-Ni-'anl to the. Comniisdoiior, williin two 
luo'itiis. Ill veiy special cases three montlis 
nl.’oncd for anv appeal; and in eases of in- 
^ "lisistcnt decree.':, a second appeal allifwed. 

i{csp()iu!e!it not to be summoin'd if the 
^’.iii)'ti!'-sii/i!ci or Assistant uppc.ilcd to sees 
'I'. I-' :'i ■ I’.icc of Iho proceedings no reason 
t,,. ucci>ion. Fiiiiiiei evidence may 
. I ' '..1 .0 a ease apoe.ilcd, or tlie ea"".' 

• ■ 11 i.iiied to Hie lowci Court for re in- 

• 

.Api''may be adiiiifted after tir' term pro 
..(,•1 I i!' t'le delay lia.s arisen from insur- 
■i I’Uiianle on.'-iccle.s, 

• |V 

ii.o.i!'s to be executed notiniliist.Hiding ap-' 
p.'.il .(III'ss Mie npiTclIant i.’‘\e socuiily. 
I'm ii'c p. ni.i <o,nrf m.!V ‘.tinv excc-ulion, 
io' n.a".n- to set fotlh in the oider. 

■Appellant to.lodge .secuiily for costs on 
pie-eniiiij; a pctViKJU ol lej; ilar aiip^al ; but 
in cases of special l^ipeal, not required to do 
so till tfppeal shall hate been admitted : six 
weeks notice allowed hiui forthis; after which, 
on default, the right Of appeal forfeited. 

The rules on the subject of arbitrators, pan* 
pers and military defendants in original 
suits, applicable also to appeal cases. 

No regular vakeels to be attached to the 
Courts in Assam. Parties may plead in per¬ 
son or appoint any one to plead for them, 
making their own terilfs ; hut the Commission¬ 
er may declare any individual* incompetent 
to act as a vakeel, recording liis reasons, 
Mjiie.li may bo overruled by the Sadder. In 
awtarding costs the charge for vakeel's fees 
not to <Kcced what has been Customary in 
y Assam, viziy 5 per cent, on the amdant. 


Ii*ctitions for execnlion of decrees by what¬ 
ever *(101111, to be presented to iiic Commis¬ 
sioner or the As.sistaut, within one year. In 
.special eases this limit may be exceeded by 
oriVCr of the Coniniis.sioner; but if the decree 
hits i'.ftiicd from liLs own court, he inu.st ob¬ 
tain the .sanction of the Budder for allowing 
cxeeutiuii after the twelve mouths. • 

In ea.se of non-payment of the ainoant de - 
ere»d against him, a . to bo i.ssued fo^ 

the arrest of the party oast in the suit; an^ 
if he iih.scood, the pcada entrusted with th® 
ciifonsemcnl of Hie process to alUteli his move' 
able properly, make aii inventory thereof and 
give it ill cliargo to .some rt'speetahle person 
of the village, to be sold by the Nr.itir at llio 
cikI of liflecii day.s; the Nanir retaining 5 
per cent, for eost.s of sale. If the proceeds 
he iiiswhi.ricnt, the N.a:<irto attach hi.s immove¬ 
able propeity iii prosoiiec of some of the 
iicighhors ; vvhieh propeity (after uterni lived' 
by 'lie eoiiiiiiissioner) to lie sold in presence 
of ihi. Collctftnr. If the judgment he still not 
.sali'.iiod ill full, the debtor may he ariestcd, 
his ercilil.or lodging two montlis’subsistence 
money willi the N izm, and after the first 
mouth for two montiis more, at a rato fixed 
hy the As.sistant, not le..s Hiaii one anna nor 
more than three anii.is pef diem. 

Fraudulent concealuK'ntof propeity pnnisli- 
ahie as a misdenu anor, w'itli a tine not cxeecd- 
i:r; two hundred rupee.s, eommutablo to impri- 
soumeut not exceeding one year, wiHi or with¬ 
out labor. 

Deb;.us in eonfinonient may be released on 
siinoi: tc.irig all their projTi'rty, or upoix spe¬ 
cial grounds hy order of Hic C^missioner. 

No person liable to impiisonmeiit 1117 at'S- 
Caetiou of a dccit^ for any sum not c^.ced- 

CV (ifly rupees, hejon 1 a period of sijc 
i.rmih.s. “ If a decree ho for a sum not ox- 
eee.ling nO') rupee.s, Hie party cast ma'^rho 
detained for a term ef six months on account 
of ovei'v .’iO^rupces demandahle. Hiereon, so 
ihat the wIsotS term of imprisoninciil shall not 
excecil thicc year.s. If the decree |je for a 
greater sum th%ii 300 rupees, the euinmission- 
or is competeut. on the exphntion of the 
three vears, to liberate the p\ rty in oonfine- 
ment,” hut his liberation not to discharge the 
properly of tlie debtor. 

If iw property bo found in cxecnling a de- 
orqp the* court may lake security for liqui¬ 
dating the amount by instalments, and allow 
the debtor to lemain at langc. 

Subsistence money to be rv'?.'d out of deb¬ 
tor’s property when .sufficient, but “aparty 
not to be kept ifi confiueinent fur the repay¬ 
ment of such money only." 

The .A'ssistants may make over appliralions 
for,excciition to junior or sab-assistants, or 
sudder arneens. 

The Nazir of the A.s.sistant’s Corftts to con¬ 
duct the duties in the Cuarts of the Bndder* 
arneens and moonsiffs. * 
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Registers to be kept of all peadas and teek- 
laiia, and none other to be cmplo^'cd :'theit 
pay to he three annas a day,«with two annas, 
additional paid by the parties (for a couvey- 
aiice) in the rainy season. The Nazir t^be 
reuianerated with one-fourth of the allowance 
lodged for peadas and teeklabs. 

The perKd allowed for warrants to be 
served, to be regulated hereafter by the As¬ 
sistant in communication with the coinihis- 
aioner. 

A register of all original suits to be kept 
by the Assi.stant. Also by the sadder uineens 
and raoonsifl's. 'The two latter to make a 
monthly return to the Assistant. 

All decisions in the Assam Courts to be 
written in Bcngallee. 

The Sadder to fix the minimum number of 
suits to bo decided monthly. 

Here follow a number of rlauses relating 
to mortgages ; the effect of whi6h is to res¬ 
pect all written contracts and allow redemp¬ 
tion or foreclosing at any time when no teini 
Is fixed. All existing verbal contrneis of the 
nature of a mortgage to be treated as sueii, 
but “ no mortgage,,not supported by a writ¬ 
ten deed, is, after the promulgation of the 
rule, to be taken cognizance of by any civil 
Court in the province.” 

The Assistant to hold the summary suits’ 
Court as Collector ; but the cummissiuiiei 
may authorise the Junior or suh nssi.'.tant to 
hold it. The Assistant may employ one of the 
moon,siirs us an assessor therein. 

, /r' 

All complafiics about arrears and i'.^vri)iie 
inatte;'.» to be heard by the Assistant as Cullec- 
tor and decided in the siiipmary suits’ Court. 
Suits’of this kind must be preferred within, 
one month fioiu the ciose of the yeai to wiiit^ 
th«{' refer. 

Extortions punishable in the summary 
snits’Court by fine of four Um^'the amount 
or imprisonment. 

Appeal to lie from the summary suit,’ Court 
the Commissioner. within six weeks, and a 
special appeal from the latter to the Sudder 
Board of Revenue within three moiitlis. 

Monthly returns to he made by the Assis¬ 
tants to the Commissioner. ^ ^ 

C 

An officer to be established in the several 
districts for the re^stry of deeds; one rupee 
to be the fee for registration, as a perquisite 
to the iq^ior or 8uj>-assistant .—Calcutta Con- 
rier, Jmreh 7, 

Tlie Courier has published an abstract of 
^ Rales for the administration offfiviljus- 
ifee in Assam, which have been printed ifor 
eirculation. These Rules, as far as we are 
^'enabled judge from the abstract, appear to 
MS to be hastily drawn op and without discri¬ 
mination of ciroumstanoes : for instance, the 


[period of limitation for the commencement of 
I suits,is made to ho twelve years fioiii ihcdHte 
,of the liansiicliun, out of which the suit 
arises ; now, we would say this is fur too long 
d period for a parly to have a small, .simple 
jeorilrnct demand hangiqg over his hea<l ; 
whilst on (lie oilier hand, in a i|iie.stioii of 
large amount, or concerning law, we think.the 
time too .slioit; but wc suppose that anyfinple 
latitude*'for the admission of old suits will he 
found in the 4 ;xecption, saving tlie cases in 
which the paily shall “ prove that either fioni 
minority, or viher good and eiiffirienl cause, he 
had been preeinded from obtaining rcdiess.” 
We are too led to infer, tlial tliis exception 
may be as cxlieinciy used, as the celebrated 
good and sullicienl lensons assigned tor ano¬ 
ther purpose than tliat of ailiniltin;; a snil, 
tlie'euiuidiKliii? one of whicli isso veiy stioiig, 
that it niiglil have saved tlie (loiiblc of eiin- 
inerating the pieecdinir, being no othei than 
“ any other reason why?” 

r 

We baldly uiiderstand what is meant by llie 
statement tiiat in li\ing daiiiages' tlic ollieer 
Itresiding ovei tlie Couil, is to eiideavoiir to 
ohtain the aid of a jury, or of a few native 
asses.sors. The rule on this siiliji'cl should be 
ceitain and positive, or it will leave the nial- 
icr enliielv to the option of the odicer, and 
the coristiliition of the Court, will depend 
upon his veiy vague opinion—or unecrlaiit 
endeavours. - Ilurkaru, March S. 


I A body of lules for the adiniiiisfiation of 
civil jnsliee in Assam, lias recently been 
drawn iiji .nid pulilislied ; and one of onr 
eonteinporaiies has fuiiiished liis leadi'is uilli 
an alistrairt of tlnun, from wliieii we le.un 
that they aiu liased upon the. icgiilalions 
vvhieli have beeiv .suceessively passed for the 
,(J(iveinnienl o( Bengal and tlie Wesicin 
Pravincc.s. TIfeyaie. in fart, an epitome of 
the existing ij^ode, a little modiiied to suit 
the peculiar ciieuiiistanees of .Assam. It 
would be out of place to pns< liicm under 
review, and coninicnt on ihom indiviilually ; 
but we may be allowed to t^nlge in one oi 
two gofleral observaliorp<v which iiuluially 
present themselves to the mind. t 

t,, 

In the first place it cannot but be consider¬ 
ed a great advantage to the extensive country 
of Assam,to possess an entire code of civil pro¬ 
cedure in so small a compass and in so portable 
a form. While in the older provinces of this 
empire, the suitor for justice is bewildered in 
travelling through nine quarto voluinesof regu¬ 
lations, of which nearly one-half are employed 
to destroy the other haffjSometimes piece-meal, 
at other times by wholesale, onr more favour¬ 
ed subjects in" Assajrn, have presented to them 
ail the rules necessary for the security of 
their rights, in a small volume of which any 
man may make himself master in a few days, 
and the priSe of which is so reaso&able m 
to be within the means of ail bo6 the most 
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npftly. Tlir boon of brief and clear lepisda-1 
Intiuii, nliicli is ariioii!; <hc wTiich a 

Cjioverniiicnt can confer on its subjects bat^ 
been now bestowed on Assam, and notliin^ is 
wanting to complete the value of the js'fi but'a 
tr.'inslation of tl’.r code into the native 
iaM"uii;;e. • j 

l^lVc’se rules provide that all depositions 
sh.ill ho taken down in the tiengalee langua<;e. 
This is in fact to nialte Bengalee the liingunge 
of ’the Couits in Assam, and* to give it a| 
preponderance which may enahic it in time 
to supplant Assamese. Both langimges have 
an c(|iinl relation to the Sungskiit; both arc 
wiitieii, some inodiiications excepted, in the 
same eliaiaetcr; iin<l foui-tifths of the vocables 
me eommon to both. If Ueiigalee he the 
sliind.ird, the Assamese may he legipdej as 
a provincial dialoet, diffeiiii” less fiom Hen- 
g:il<;e Ihun the dialect of \oiksliire does 
fiom wiitten Kiiglisli. Wc liav * reason to 
kno.v, that it is the wish of the local aiilhori- 
iies in Assam to give llie Bengalee langungb 
a general euiieiiey in that province, in order 
that the civilization of Bengal and Assam may 
piiieecd foiwaul by iiicaiis of a inimmon litera- 
line ; and though we havu licaid stiong ar¬ 
guments advanced against the plan, founded 
upon the idea that the similarity of (he two 
laiigiinges is not so great as w<' siipf*ose, yet 
we veiy inueh incline to appiove of a plan, 
w liii li must in time issue in assiinitaliiig the 
language of (lie two countries. Nothing ap-: 
peais so likely to secure (his desideraliiin as j 
(lie intioiluelion o( Bengalee into llio Courts ; 
and if llie gieal (dijeeis forwhieli liihuiials 
exist, he not impeded thereby, tlieie can cur- 
tuiiily be no liaim in the ultcmjil. 


But the peculiar Feature of the public Ad* 
minfstration in A-ssani is, that it is entirely in 
the hands of cniiitary officers. All the civil, 
political, fiscal and criminal business of this 
etnensive'eountry isconducted withouttbeaid 
of a single civilian. It appears as though th« 
Supromc Government had determined to try 
upon n larg% scale the experiment of adminis* 
tering the afluirs of a kingdolA in every 
department, by functionaries drawn from the 
ranks of the aimy. This plan was doubtless 
foreo<l upon the public autliorities by econo¬ 
mical coui^dcruliuns ; as the expcnco of the 
adntiiiistration tliroiigli this agency, is not a 
tliird of the sum which woutd bn required to 
provide Assam with Judges, Magistrates, and 
Collectors from the Civil Service. The scan¬ 
ty icvenues of the country required a cheaper 
arrangement than that which was provided 
for the old i-pgulatiun provinces. The expe¬ 
riment appears to have fully answered every 
expectation which could have been formed. 
Under ihc present system, the country is 
gradually Iceovciing fiom the ravages of 
foinicr years; the revenues are progres¬ 
sively increasing ; peace, security and justice 
have been assured to the people ; and as far 
as ciiciimstanecs would permit, all the ends 
of Government have b^n fully aUiiincd. The 
siie.eess which has attended this attempt, 
oomljiiied with the results whioti have follow¬ 
ed from the employment of militniy men in 
the supressiou of thuggee, is calmlated to 
encniiiagc Government to extend the system 
and, while the administration of civil jusiiee 
is left to the civil service, to avail them- 
sehesof their military servants, at least, for 
the regulation of the Police.—I'Veind o/.2n(Iia^ 
Hlare/t, 10. " " 


BimatAii. 

t 


We puhli-sli (his day a letter froiri Mr. 
Kiiieaid, one of the American missiona- 
lies, who has hci ii obliged to quit Ava in eon- 
seqiieiiec ot llie'4i,uslilily manifested by the 
new King to all foSt^igiieis. It alfoiHs a full 
mmlinliatioii of all tin; rumours which Rave 
hiieeessively reached Calcutta, ics|pocling the 
present position of affairs in that country, and 
shews t.'ie very precaiious fooling on which 
our relations stand. The now King does not 
disguise his hostile purposes; he openly an¬ 
nounces his detenniiialiun to consider all the 
engagements made with his predecessor as 
annulled by his accession. He has already 
proceeded to abrogate the treaty of Yanda- 
boo; and that no doubt may exist regarding 
his irvtentions, ho has*dismissed Col. Burney, 
our Minister, from bis court, and closed all 
intercourse with the Britilh Government. ^ 
, The provinces which were ceded to us by 
tiuit treaty, arc, therefore, no longer under the 
vifeguaed of public faith, but lie at the mercy 
of a faithlipis savage, who only waits for the 


I period wlicffiiis throne may be consolidated, 

I and his resources collected, to pour the tide of 
desolation uv^r them. The dismissal of the 
Biiglisli Minister can be considered in no 
other light than as the first preliminary step 
to the ho.stile movement which ho is preparing 
to make. More decisive dcmonstiations of hos¬ 
tility w ill, of course, depend upon the mode 
in wlych our Goveruuient may choose to re¬ 
gard thii act. If it be viewed with indiffer- 
encu and passed over in silence, the King will 
Deces.sarily consider the S!nglish n.s acting un¬ 
der the impulse of fear, and hasten his prepa¬ 
rations for open war. Agting as barbarians 
always do, on the extreme verge of cither 
haugh1incs.H or servility, they arc incapable 
of appreciating or even of understanding any 
molivcatwliieh grow ont of a dignitled modera- 
tii^n. If our remonstrances be so firm and de¬ 
cisive as to convince His Majesty that we are 
not disposed tamely to submit to his insp- 
lenee, jt is possible that he may be kept fog a 
time witbih bounds; though it is far jnti^e 
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probable, that in Tiiit pre!«cnt mood, flushed 'vitb 
Huocess, au(f urged on tlie flatlerers, our firm¬ 
ness aiuy load to immediate bostiiities. Itis< 
in vain, therefore, to conceal from,,oiirse^e.s 
the Undeniable fact, that a second Uurtnese 
war is inevitable, if Tiiarawady continues on 
the tlirone. It may possibly bo postponed for 
a year or but it cannot be averted. 


then ^e must at onee adopt this unpleasant al¬ 
ternative, taking care, however, that the war 
be at onoe brief and decisive, and that tlie 
i^fXt treaty we make shall make a third Bur- 
inese war ail but impossible.— friend of In¬ 
dia Nov. 0. t 

V 


There can be no doubt, that the violatiors on 
his part of one oftlio must important articles 
of the treaty, would amply justify^,", resort to 
arms, if remonstrance should fail to procure 
redress. We should be fully jtisliflrd in un¬ 
sheathing the sword in defence of our own 
subjects, and of the interests of our empire 
when they arc mcnaued by a iieighbont, who 
sets ail obligations at defiance, and taki^ up 
«n attitude incompatildo with the safety of our 
own provinces. Neither can there be a doubt 
on the mind that, if we had been thus insiilfed 
bv'any chief or sovereign, within the limits of 
llindoosthan,'our troops would i^tready have 
been on their march to Iiis capital. The ex¬ 
travagant expenditure of tlie last Bnrmese war, 
however, naturally makes our Government 
pause, before lliey take a step which tliey can¬ 
not rctjaco, and which may bring a demand on 
our iinances which cliall embarrass them for 
years. How far liicir present forltcaranec is 
pulilically wise, time will speedily develop. 
There is a possil>iIity tlial we may have oeea- 
sioii to regret, lliat the fiist act of l>ad faitli on 
the part of the King, was notfullowcd up liy 
the most vigorous measures. Meanwhile, the 
position ill wiiieb ufl'airs stand is, perhaps, tlic 
most disadvanUageous which can bo imagined. 
TIio dncoiivcnioiyjoe arising from a eonstant 
apprehen.sioii'£^war, can be cxreededonly by 
that of war itself. Our enemy lias the oppor¬ 
tunity' of clioosing lii.s own ^time for commen¬ 
cing hostilities, and if he be wise, he will, 
force us into (lie held at tiic beginning of il^c 
ra^is, wlieii wc are likely to lorn more men bv 
disease than hy the sword. Our frontiers in 
Aracau, Syihet, and Assam arc cxpo.scd to 
sudden inva-sioo, and the leip^’-e liy wtiich 
the European oflicers .stationed flicre iiold life, 
isrcnd/,‘reddistressingly pieoariou.s. Witli no 
Minister at the capital to watclp tiic movements 
of liie King, vfc aie not oeitain fiom week to 
week tliatu barhariun iiu.st may not pour down 
upon these provinces, and fur a time, wie.st 
them from our hands. N.iy, in the pre.sent 
posture of afl’air.s, the metropolis of our power 
may a .second time I o thrown into %itfsterna- 
tion ( and we may be again di.sgraced in'llio 
eyes of all India. All commercial transac¬ 
tions, moreover, culineeted with Buiniab, arc 
panttiselpd by this uiiecriaintv, and th': progres.s 
of imf^vcmeiit i.s'v‘IIectualjy cheeked in those 
pro.vii3ii'Cs wbioh arc exposed to the iurunda of 
our hollow ally. The sooner, Ibereforc, this 
^te of suspense can be brought to a tcimi- 
>wtion, the better, for our funds, our credit, 
Hnrsubjects ; and, »e may add, fortheKub- 
jBbets of the Burmese einpiic ; if by amicable 
ndjttstmeM, so much the licUer; but if there; 
IcI^ ito mode of securing the blessings of peace 
and security, but by the medium of a war, 


To the Editors of the Friewl of India. 

My Dkaii'Sirs,—As you take a warm 
interest in whatever relates to India, and 
the neigiibouring states, I am induced to 
give you soine account of affairs in Burmali. 
It would require too much space, and at this 
time would be unneces.sary, to mention in de¬ 
tail, the cii'i’iinistances oonnected willi the 
late levoiiitioii, nliicli has resulted in the cn- 
tiic*ovdrthrow of the old Guvernnieut. When 
the re volution first broke out, and during its 
progress, even op to tlio time tlic gates of .Vva 
were opened to tlie tioops of Piince 'i'bara- 
<wadi, public feeling run strong in favour of 
the re\ullitig Piiiioe. He was supposed tube 
a prescented man, struggling only to save the 
King and Bojal family from a violent death, 
and the eoiinirv fioin falling into the liands of 
an usurper. In Ava and the neighbouring 
towns this was fully believed, and the Piiiiee 
iiad ta^en one of the ino.st solemn oaths that a 
Burman can take, that he had no design 
against his brotlier, the King, At adistanee, 
however, the Prince caused it to be rcpoiled 
tliat the King was dead, and summoned the 
people every wlu'ic to join him in pulling 
down the Quee)i’.H l>tother, who find usiii pud 
the ilirone (a.s he said.) The troops calleil in 
Ity (xoveinment, suppo.sing the King to he ig¬ 
norant of the true st.ito of tilings, ciilicr made 
only a .shew of fighting, or de.seitcd to llio 
Prince's side—lliere was no lighting—all on 
both sides, from the Pi nice down to the pca- 
saiiliy, shewed llicm.sclves to be dastardly 
cowar(.r<. The Prince who cammaod- 

ed one divisiuriT'of the King’s army, is an ex¬ 
ception—his condiiet vvas ollieer-like. Tliioiigli 
the mediation ^of Col. Burney, tlin gates of 
Ava were llitown open, and Prince Thatawadi 
came liding into power upon tlie toji-noit 
wave, and III viiilaliun of oajli.s and pioinise.s, 
det1iro|^d the King, public Pi incus under 
rcslraiiit, and tlnew air the memhors oftlio 
old Guvernnieut into prison and ioadcil them 
with iioiis. Tortures, confiscatioiis, and ex¬ 
ecutions tlien began and proceeded rapidly. 
To have been employed in any way by tlie 
old' Governineiit, was a crime—to liave pro¬ 
perly was a crime—it was the reign of terror 
—the most barbarous and revolting modes of 
destroying life were adopted. Col. Burney’s 
presence and influeiico not only saved the 
city from being plundered and burnt toaslie.s, 
but the lives of liiindrc^ls who were attached 
to the old G 9 vernni'oiit. The new King had 
liuidly got possessvoii of Ava, when lie began 
lo manifest an unkind feeling towards tlio 
English Government. On every occasion l?o 
spoke disparagingly of it, Whenever 1 call¬ 
ed, wliich was not often, he was cfc'rtain, by 
some method, to bring forward this subject, \ 
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sometimes gravely and somelimej liiiinoroos- 
ly. On two diflcrent' occasions, in ili^ pre¬ 
sence of his whole court, he spent an hour or* 
more in explaining to me the character of the 
English Government in India. He was prS- 
yokingly haiighty-f-compared tlie Governor- 
General to one of his provincial olTicery—said 
lie'?.l'q,uld have no intercourse with him. H' 
the Govei'tior-Gcneral wished to have any 
intercourse with Bnrmah, he must* transact 
business with the Governor of Eangoou. 


Several times I have been present when 
Col. Burney was conversing with the King. 
As a mam he was treated kindly and with 
much respect, but as the represeutalivc of the 
English Govurniiieiit he was treated witit in¬ 
dignity. Col. Burney, though lirm, was mild 
and conciliating. He strove in every.potutible 
way to win over tIicKing to a course of ju.slice 
and humanity. He laboured unceasingly, and 
scciucd willing to suffer iilrnos: any thing in 
his own pcison, iii'oidcr to pioscrvc peace, 
iind prevent any eolisioii. I iiad not suppo.l- 
cd any British oilicer would pul up with so 
niiicli. The King often avowed his design of 
puisning the policy of Alompra—of removing 
ail I'oieigneis from the country, and breaking 


off all intercourse with the English. So tauo& 
for Eurman politics. • 

Our missionary operations are entirely bro- 
kdi up fdl' the present. In this, as well as in 
every thing else, the new King has disappoint¬ 
ed our fondest and reasonable hopes. Soon 
after His present Maje,sty came iglo power, 
ho sent word, accoinpa'iied witl^a threat, to 
give up teaching the people, and in a few 
days after told me himself, that ho could not 
allow us to di.strihuto Christain buok.s and 
teach theadding that ho was now a 
King and must he obeyed. It was thought 
prudent to quit Ava and tly; church gathered 
there, until tho country become settled. A 
war with tho English was supposed to be ine- 
[ vitnhlo to nearly every one, both foreigners 
and Burmans. If daily and open contempt 
of the English Govei nment, and a declared 
<>ppo.sitiun to all lrcalie.s, he any evidence of 
a liostile spiiit, then the King has not l^ceu 
misunderstood. 

« Yours ever truly, 

£. Kincaid. 

liangoon, Aug. 17, 1837. 

[Ibid. 


STATE TRIALS—ADDRESS TO THE CIVIL SERVICE. 


Miscra >civiius ubi ju- aul vagum aut mcertura. 


The strange and anoinalou.s proceedings 
that arc going on at Llooghly aluiost under 
our cye», and which are st\lcd, in common 
convcisation, ot Mr. Charles Bay Martin, 
have .suggested to me tho utility of discu.ssiug 
the first principles on which the cuj^diiet of 
.siieli state trials .should he I'miiidc.I, and I awi 
.sniely much iiiistaken*if we .^lall not find, the 
iailhcr we go in the examination, that every 
one piinciple of public ju.stice and piivatc 
liglit has hucii violated in order to reach a 
supposed delinquent. The I'oiination of Courts 
of Enquiry iiitcKv^eeusations against mem- 
heis of the Civil^ervice depeiids\in Keg. 
XVIK of 1313. Wha^lias begun in enquiry ha.s 
alwa.v.s ended in learning nothings far as the 
public is concerned ; no man sinpe 1813 has 
ever heard of a public pro.secution upder Sec. 
XV. and, we believe, no man will over live to 
SCO one. The custom has these conveniences, 
it enables the Government to punish the party 
accused, either in ease the alleged delinquen¬ 
cy be proved or incase it be not proved ; it 
enables the Government to avoid resort to the 
laws of England which are the only laws 
applicable to such f case, and thus to avoid 
touching (what is in Ihc^yes fif Government) 
tho accursed thing ; it enables Government 
to punish without law by the exercise of a 
•Kscretiouary and, therefore, arbitrary power, 
•by that power which is (accoilling to the no¬ 
tions of 4his Government) ^Inbeicut in all 


states, for .such a power is necessary to pre¬ 
serve jieace and sa/as pupidi esl supreme lex ; 
it cnable.s the Government to demon.strate to 
its servants of ail classr'" its po.ssesston of 
this t^ower, and tiicnee by Tflc most forcible 
implication the .superiority of (jie will ui the 
rulers to all law s^d notably to the law of Eng¬ 
land; it enables the Goveinniciit while it 
punislics the man tosscrcen the Civil Servant 
fiom public cxposuic, and the systeuyfroiu 
examinaiiun, for tboogli the fact of enquiry be¬ 
comes public from an unavoidable necessity, 
yet the cvi€aiice does nol, nor does the .sen¬ 
tence ; that IS, if it he nut an acquittal, fur in 
that case, there wi.uld, most prohahlyy ho seen 
a public anno'uiici'incnt of the fact, if the indi¬ 
vidual were not held in di.sfafour aocuinpani- 
ed by a llourish of panegyrical epithets. 
Should the sentence not he an acquittal, (we 
use these terms for want of better, or, if any, 
applj^cable to such proceedings,) all the pub¬ 
lic woiJd ever be able to guess about the mat¬ 
ter, knowing nothing, would be that Mr. A. 
B. is a Civil Servant opt of employ, who is 
punished with £.‘160 a year and the full liberly 
to dispose of his own talents and time, and that 
knowledge he must needf have acquired in a 
service, which demands so much from its 
meinbors, and abounds wiUt first rale men 
m >re than any other I ever met with. Perhaps, 
some ill-natured President of the Board of 
Control, like Mr. Wynn, might think the case 
“ too lad,” and induce his Maj^ly to pass a 
warrant under bis piivy seal or^lgn manual, 
to prevent such an unemployed worthy fraui 
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ever bein;; employed nsnin ; it matters not, 
public justice in such ca'>t-s is very soon satis¬ 
fied in India, and by the Directors, who, it 
must be acknowledged, arc indulgent masters,' 
vindictive punishments are ablierrrd, vihc 
quantum necessary to deter oflenders in like 
case has long been minimized by them, and 
thcnleiiienny-reproducing-aiid-iedintcgraling- 
oHiciaI-ap\itj>de-principle realized, and maxi¬ 
mized 

• 

Many gentlemen in the Civil Service would 
suspect my soriousiioss, if I wereA5‘'«ay, that 
the foregoing observations wete meant in de- 
fenee of the Civil Service, and yet I am very 
serious. 1 humhl^conncive ; thatitis not good 
for any gentleman when accused, to he put out 
of the pule of any law, that it is not good for the 
Ooverrimetit when accused to he above every 
law; that last and not least it is very bad fur 
the governed as well as the Civil Seivant, that 
the only law fur the Civil Servant wiien ne- 
cu.<AmI of something, which, if it be crime, must 
be a brcueli of sonic law, should bf the equity 
and good conseicnec of the Governor-General, 
or bis Secretary. 

The Civil Service is a body of gentlemen, 
Lord Cornwallis made tliciii so ; they ate also 
a body ofcilizciiscntrpslcd witliliigb fiiiietions 
by Parliiinient, and mure civic than ever tlicy 
were foimorly, since it has been declaied by 
the last eiiuiler of freedam to India in the S7tli 
section tlieicof, that no native of tlie said 
tcrriloiies, nor any natuial-boiii subject of 
his Majesty’s resident therein, shull, by lenson 
o»/yufhis leligioii, place of birth, deseent, 
colour, or any of thorn, he disabled fiom hold¬ 
ing any place, ^ce or employment under 
the said Comiieet^ They are likely kyslow 
degrees, perbai s, but still eertainly in the 
end to^look 'icss exeliisivclv to the CoiiiTof 
Directors for promotion an^t reward, and the 
Court of Directors will,look less exclusively 
to them. This body, which is now more hounit 
to tlTose whom they govern, ojifi/it to be dis¬ 
gusted at a system wliiuli prevents them when 
accused from obtaining tlie icparalion 
which men of honour can seek when accused 
falsely,„a full acquittal by the laws, and by 
the judgment of their peers; at a system which 
sends them at tbe option of an oilteial tool or 
master c\cn of their own service,"' to an in¬ 
quisitorial tribunal composed exclusively of 
their own service lo be accused before which 
is seitain dishonour, and whose opinion cannot 
absolve from disgrace, should it be f^vtfi able. 
The respect for all tribunals is rooted in the 
belief of their impartiality, and tliat every 
buman precaution has been taken that the 
scales of justice shall be held even. If this 
l^tbe case in controversies between man and 
mn, which conccin only civil rights, how 
much’ laore is tlicro need to observe every 
rule of precaution which experience has de- 
moi^trated to be wise in all causes,*‘in such 
trilils as concern the acts of Government d(Aie 
dwits servants ? tf the belief of guilt exist 
|Hieh seiidSfthe functionary to his trial, the 

W* Vide«eo. VJ.of Reg. XVII of 1813. 


more reason is there that a functionary who' 
is a |Yirl of the government should not try 
him wilhnut seeking the aid of the country¬ 
men of the accused in judgment, of a jury 
(special, if yon vvill,) whose number would 
given guarantee for imjvarlialily. It is not 
lit, as,it seems to me, that the conduct of Mr. 
Maitin who has been put upon bis tri^ by 
Government, siiould be tried by Mr^^ird, 
who hast an appointment to Council in bis 
pocket; and, bow singular is it, that if tbu Go- 
vernmet of Uengal or that of India be prosc- 
ont(ir(ror we profess to know not wliieli, in 
the former case there may bo one or two 
proseuiitors, in the laller, per elianec half-a- 
dozen,) that one of the alleged crimes ? faiiltsf 
delinquencies? direlielioiis or violations of 
duty ? what we cull tliem, slioud be that 
Mr,,Ma|lin being the real plaintiff, was jpoof. 
IN ms owvcAiish; and, tliougli a nominal party, 
prosecuted bis own action in bis own court. 
Who has put Mr. Martin in judgment ? The 
Gnvciurncnt. Who tries and judges him? Tlie 
Government. Who is ihe Govcriiincnt 7 One, 
two, or ihrcc men ? Who arc they, the Gover¬ 
nor-General in Couiieil or Secretaries ? Who 
is his judge ? I)y what law is he tiled ? By the 
law of the Goveriimuiit 7 Who pronounces 
.hat law, who expounds it, where is it to be 
found ? In the breasts ot the expositors, and 
till? expositors are the Govcrniiiciit. Gentlemen 
of the Civil Service, and genilernen you arc, 
not luciely by the courtesy of usage aii<t of 
the term wliieb may be had good cheap, but by 
the exercise of manly and civil viitues in an 
ungrateful soil, llirougli all temptations with 
scarcely just encourcigcniciit, 1 ask you, and 
I aui no enemy, (tliougli 1 have been thought 
.so) is it just to youi.sclves, isitjinstto the 
euiintry that you should be tiiiis penned wi- 
lliin ilic pale of an excliicive and despotic 
discipline less dcliiicd ibau the military code, 
should be dependent over, and practically 
outlawed in well-doing or ill ill-doing ? That 
;evcry one of you should be dependent when 
accused on the %iil of^r superior who may not 
be the equal of the individual so mniked out 
for judgment, who cannot bo your lawful peer 
in judgment, when the offence imputed is com 
milted by one of yourselves against those you 
govern, for, he cannot be itppartial .' For my 
own p!)i7t, were I so acpi^scd, aitiioiigb, the 
care of honour dearer than life, mightc impel 
me to acknowledge the 'Authority of a tribunal 
which liai!!l no legal authority, and my obedi¬ 
ence to wfiich could be enforced by no sanc¬ 
tion but the base and sordid consideration 
that my salary was in the power of Govern¬ 
ment,—although I inight,at the hazard of be¬ 
ing supposed to be actuated solely by such 
concern, defend myself before such a tribunal, 
though if convicted by my own conscience, 1 
miglitsnbmit in silence or become a supplicant 
for that indulgence, wbitrh is rarely and in the 
long run, perlinps, never withheld to such sup¬ 
plicants, if I were Iteld to be acquitted by its 
opinion, I would then appeal on behalf of nii,f 
brctiiero and myself against the senlenco,of 
acquittal. I would urge, that I wa^ brand.- 
ed by being brought before a tribjnottl to be 
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• ai:cused before wliivli whs shame, and from 
which there could be no Hbsolulion,^ and 
would pray for a trial that no men, however 
prejudiced, could deem intended to put a 
change ou justice, or as a screen fur guil^. 

Your position, Cyenllemen, as respects res¬ 
ponsibility, is, what some aiuoii): yoa may 
possii 1^ deem (though I should think hut few 
unless it he the very young) an uiieoinmonly 
etiriahle one; the law has taken care bf 3 00 — 
I dp not mean Regulation law,gar the laws oi 
Munnoo or Mahoincd, nor even the law ol 
equity and good eonscience, but the law of 
England has taken caie of you, and has euecl- 
ed as follows in the statute of the ‘il,Gen. the 
ad, c. 70, Sec. 24, 85, and 26 

“ Tv XIV. A nil, whereas, it U reasonable to ren¬ 
der the provincial mayistrales, us a'cU natir<s as 
Urilish subjects, more safe in the rrecnlidn ojXheir 
office, h»* it enacted, that no action for wtong 
or injury shttll lie in the Sup''etue Conit, 
against any person .whatsoever exercising ti 
judicial oliice in the counliv comts, for any 
judgment, deciec, or order, of the said court, 
jior iigaiiist any pcison for any act done by i 
01 in viitiio of the ordui of the said court. 

XXV. And he it further enaidcd, that in 
case of an iiifoiiuatiou intendml to 1 e hioiight 
or moved fur against any such ollicer 01 ma 
gist«ate, for any coriupt a(!t or acts, iiAiule or 
other ])rocess shall be made or issued tlicieon 
iinlii notice he given to the said magistrate or 
ollicei, or left at his usutil pitiee of ahude, in 
wiiling, .signed hy the paity or his allotncy, 
one month, if the person cxerci.siiig such 
oHice shall reside within fifty miles of CV/fcMt/r/. 
two iiiontlis, if he shall reside heyoritl lifiy 
tiiiles, aiitl three months, if he shall lesidc he- 
yond one htindied miles from C'uUa^tla, hefoie 
the suing out or serving the same ; in a hicli 
notice the cause of complaint shall he fully 
ami explicitly contiiiiicd ; nor .'■hall any 
vci diet he given against Stic!) magislrii^e, until 
it he proved on trial that sucli notice hath hucis 
given, and in default a4'sncli to oof, a veidicl 
with co.sts shall be given foi ti e defendant. 

XXVI. And bo it furtlicr enacted, that no 

inagistiate shall be liable, in any such case, 
to any personal caption or arre.st, nor shall he 
obliged to put in bajj, until be shall l|^vc dc- 
clincilftu appear to au.swer after notice given 
a.s directed hy this Act, and service of the 
process directing bis appearance Uy himself 
or his attorney.” * 

You will perceive, therefore, that you may 
commit mistakes with impunity, and that it is 
for nothing but eoiTupf acts that you can be 
punished by any law that I know of. The case 
of Calder w. Halkett is a proof that you may, 
with impunity, imprison a man for an unrea¬ 
sonable period, whea yon have original au¬ 
thority to enquire into an aiiaged breach of 
the peace; the Ballyguifge Tank Case is a 
l^roof that any one of you being aJusUeeof 
the Peacc,(for otherwise you have no jurisdic¬ 
tion aUall)taay first summoiaone of your 
•oantrymqD, as a justice of the peace, then 


.swear that yon meant to act ns a maffistratCf 
line 4 im fur foreiblp not doin^ something Ibougii 
your only jurisdiction is fur posifiic assaults 
rand tiespusses-committed by liiiiish subjects 
on ^naiivcg, and the state shall uphold you 
because a non-compliance with the mandate 
of a magistrate founded on no law, and written 
in Peisian or Bcngallee, is an ufl'euce, and 
possibly a brennh of the peace stgl/Kn the ter- 
riloruis of the Hast India Company (so run our 
laxws) which every state has iiihcicnt power to 
make a law on tlie instant —1 lieg pardon, 
V* hieh rfcftsy magistrate has a right to make 
a law of ucca.sion on the instant to punish. 1 
foigot that 1 was speaking of a system which 
is much more prompt and erfbrgetie than that 
mass of gibberish and formality called the law 
of England, wliicii is only suited to the peo¬ 
ple of England, who have hardly sense 
enough to make laws for their own guidance 
much less to govern distant nations, and 
who, if any amongst them he employed on 
soeh a diilicult task, must be selected, asyftur 
judges here^always will he, with the cxticmest 
eaiiiion, and every possible referenco to 
(ilnes.s. The law of England, gentlemen, was 
lung since found uttcily unsniled to thlscoun- 
tiy : 110 eiilelligerit body has been half so pe- 
netiatud with tliistriilh us your own, and still 
It has been (quite unnecessarily) rather n hng« 
hear to you, and the Government. Its defen¬ 
sive qualities and the amplitude of its statutory 
shielil were not known to either of 3011 a.s they 
deserved to he, or if known the usage of such 
defenee-s was disdained as unnecessary. Mr. 
Sullivan’s hill was intended to mnkenSepremo 
Coiiit, of which the judges should he appoint¬ 
ed hy the itircctors of the East India Coinpa- 
n.v, in ordci to eoirect the''^•normitics anil op- 
piessiiAiH of the Company’s"S’e.rvanl.s, (that 
was before Lord Cornwallis's time, gontiemea 
■the judges were, iiowever, appointed hy Hie 
[crown) hut it is evident from the result, that 
sjlich a nomination Aas not required, tlio 
jPowei of the state, which neeessaiil 3 r inelwdea 
all power, must have all supremaey, besides 
the selection was so made-Hiat the first judges 
who were pedants were knavc.s, and from 
the hour that Sir Elijah Inipey hecamejudge 
of the Siiddcr Dewany, Sir Robert CITamhers 
wont to administer law to yiiandcriingorc, 
and the Directors wore admitted into a politi¬ 
cal partneiship with Pitt and Dunda.s, the 
spirit of the law of England was dead in India. 
The outward forms and semblance lemaincd 
no doubt, and some might dream it could yet 
do^^ hatt’«; the Court was, however, like the 
knight of old in his harness 

Aodava combattando 'adera roorte. 

The trappings and the harness and the steed 
gave the semblance of life and support to the 
carcase of the dead, the froward retention of 
custom,,a latent jealon.sy of a corporation that 
might be formidable while comparatively inde- 
pandent and the fear in such case of suhmit- 
titig Englishmen without control |o their do¬ 
mination while they were English merohants 
merely, supported an institution of which tht 
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its« was really gone. Now that they are Eng¬ 
lish stnlesmen and the Whigs think they govern 
thrtn —the cane is eniircly altered. At the eera 


of the new charter it was discovered by oneied and extremely little read book The Puinck, 


of the oraolcs of this age, of whose fame as 
it is now in the keeping of posteAty 1 simil 
not presntne to speak, that Englishmen might 
he the nioic safely allowed to come hither to 
settle sinoB they did not, he conceived, require 
protection ifi India, and the natives could ho 
protected against them by tiie law of absolute 
discretion vested in tiic Government. As 
yon, gentlemen of the civil service a^i^wilhnnt 
exception, 1 believe, Engli.shmentyou also 
have the full beneiit of that law, which, 1 have 
no doubt, 1 shall live tn see again and again, 
as I hme seen it already the boast of freemen. 

We have the high authority of Dr. Jolinson 
for laughing attho maxim contained in the 
verse. 


is not my own ; it comes from a very great man 
too* no less a man than Macliiavilli, who in 
the 22d chapter Of that excellent much ahus- 


Wlio rulcv o'er freeman should himself ho free. 


treats expressly ‘‘ of tho Secretaries of 
1 rinces,” and speaking of one who had cliosen 
a very clever Secretary i# pleased to express 
hiinseff thus; which passage for fear of mis¬ 
constructions, 1 think, I ought tn lcave*»iit the 
obscuritj' of what in India ni.ay he termed a 
learned language, for every man to put his 
own construefion upon. “ Non era aleuno 
cho conoscesse Messer Antonio da Venafro 
per rninistro di Pandolfo Petrucci prirtoipe 
di Sierra, cite non gitidieasse Pandolfo essero 
prrrdctrtissiniu tiotrto, avenrio quello per sno 
rninistro. Epercht) sono di tre gericrazioni 
ecrvelli ; I’ uiro inicitde per se, I’altro itrlertde 
(Iiiairto da allri gli c luostro, il icrzo nrtrr irr- 
lertde rt»> per se ste.sso hil per dimrrsirazinno 
d’aliii. Quel pritnn i cccellentissimo, ilsc- 


pntnn 

eorrdo ececllenie, &c. Ikc. We may alway.s 
rh fact onr .daily experience of lire (liereiore asgrea,(nessj.snear/ynitr(!(- 

jlercd by Jaws in fudia, that the wise and .sint- 

plc trraxitrt.s wltielr require ah.solutc depott- 
(Icrroe orr jxrsoiix in pow'er will he observed 


degree of subordination tcqtrired aiyorrgstitte.s- 
nten when a great man governs, shews it to 
be a mere empty thetorrcal foolery put into 


sounding verse. No great men arc* more serr.si-1 enfore.itrg' tire dtre responsibility which 
hie of tiris truth tlian kidiarr great men ; Lord : ‘'“Sht to weigh upon tire servants of Govetir- 

__ ^ wr.. •II I ..... 


William Uentirrek was very sensible of it, 
and Lis merit-fosterirg mirrute wa.s a conlt t- 
vance for restraining arty propensity to inde¬ 
pendence which nttgitl peep out in wlratortglil 
to he a thoroughly disetpltned corps. \ou 
ntay recollect, gentlemen, that Sir Oharle.s 
Matcalfc was pleased delrheratcly and itta'*"~ 
grave state paper not merely to express as an 
opinion hut to record tt.s a fact tlrat Titr. 
RIGHT AND POWER OF THE STATE I.tY VtlO.STRA.TE 
BEFOCe THE IN^PENPENCE OF ItlG JUDICIAL 
BRANCH OF Tifl?“s^ERViCE, and 110 dotthtsacuor- 
diug to the tjew political philosophy by which 
politics have become an qxacl science and 
every thing can he conducted by short max¬ 
ims tliLs indcpeodettcc*(assittiiittg it to hav^ 
bee«L a fttet) »w(s an absurdity and a coirtra- 
dtclion in terms, lor as the state only can 
make laws, so ouyAt the stale oitly to control 
and direct their adntirtistratio^hut all this 
is changed now, and we are all on a level. 

The urtcovonanled Ettgitsh a.s well as nativo.s 
are subjected in all civil prorJeedings what¬ 
soever, to the" discretion of the service both 
native and English, and the service is sub¬ 
jected in ciimittal mailers to tho di.scretioit 
of the state. Thus unifrom simplicity, the 
prime element of greatness, is attained.^ 


Wo may always expect great men as Oo- 
vernors ofindia, experience has shewn it and 
that is a good role t8 go by though it has boon 
said to be, foolish to judge by the event. If 
we tuayji^ always look for as great men as 
Lord,*lll^iiam Benlinck and Sir Charles 
Metci^o, yet we may hope for great men of an 
avjf^age greatness among the rulers of the 
besides were it not so they have Secre- 
..Mpes (who arc very nearly great men) choftm 
" . them, ^hich is almost the same thing to a 


menl. You will always enjoy in all human 
piohiihility the best of all governiiieiits a 
mild and paternal .swav,untrammelled by rule, 
and adiniiiislcied by an ciilighlencrl and 
courteous despot. Such service will indeed 
be perfect freedom, I'oriri it to the well judg¬ 
ing and assiduous “ love will be libeityund 
nature law.” Greiil wits jump, and it is rare in 
these days (o discover any thing a' solulely 
newin law any more than in any other sub¬ 
ject on which the thoughts nf men have been 
jong cxeiciscd. While'reading the other day 
in the Q/rtn-tcj /y/feriVw of the woik ofM. Le 
Baron Pcict (de la Lozere) Membre de la 
Chamhre des Deputes, entitled “the opinions 
of l^apoleon on various subjects and the adminis- 
trat ion pnlilic a ffairs collected bp a member of 
his Council o/,Sk«/e—came to the follow'ing 
passage, which^ contains a recoid oftiieopil 
nion of confessedly a very great man on a very 
•similar .snhjcctto that which 1 have venluied 
to treat of 


“Thegendarmerie reqmfes the protection 
of exceptional tribunals gainst the partiali¬ 
ties of juries, butuntil w% can establish special 
courts to’protect the pendarmerie, might wb 
not estahifish that, in every case in which a 
pendartne is implicated, the jury might be 
composed of gendarmes ? (A laugh,)” This 
laugh shewed the uselessness of a Council 
to a really great man, and may have crippled 
in execution a very bold and happy thought; 
for, it is certain, that in the code Napoleon 
we do not find it set down, that gendarmes 
are to be tried by jurws of gendarmes for 
alleged ollencps against citizens. The reali¬ 
zation of so excellent a thought is probably 
reserved for another code which, from il^ 

. -. : forerunners and feelers, we may think, lingers 

ler» as being great himself. _ This profound i too long frost the light, in the bureaux 
remark, I beg leave to say with all ooadour,' which cradle its infancy. , 
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'riie existen«!c of inilitarj Courts of E‘U|ijiry | ntlministprs oatlii), as I am crediMy ioformed. 
lias liccn lifted to me in eonvvi.satiori as alTliis* is very piopcr, litii it is to Ue lainenlctl, 
o'lsi* ill poiiu, and as a jiisliliration of a civil, tiial inore'ouie. has not hccn talvcii to Iniiijc 
tio'nl of H-K|iiiry on a jodi>c areiised of Coons tiint aic siirli near ncij.',liliours into 
ill each of li ust and eoi rii|)ti(‘ii ; for the ^C'ii;l^ m(?:pc(infity with caeli other. No douht, a 
man in f|iiesijoii fis accused, amoiii:: other man eumiclcdof |>erjuiy and unpunished, 
thin;;s, of hariii;; derided a cause in witieli hr would now l»r a veiy coiiipetriit wiliiess, il it 
li id a ^(leciiiii.iry ioteiest and was the real weica jndirial pro.’cediiij; in the, ISnpremB 
|iiainlilV, by the contrivance of usin': auoihci Coiiit, thanks to llic lalr.it refoi^i in that re- 
iiian’s Maine as tlie apparent plainiiA'. Tins fjajd made by our new laws, while tlic defen- 
parallel, alter cvciy efl'ort at a Imndid exaiiii- dantioMr. M.irlin’s suit, said to have been 
nation, t aiii rotiipelled to say, is alto;’ellier dciidcil^v liiinsrlf, wlio experte:l to ^et lid 
iiiipericct. If the oil'eiices conimlltcd by olli- of the jiiu'f^iiient,would not; nor would a mail 
cers and soldiers aKriiiisl the persons or pin- wlio had undeitalirn ftoiii the best motives to 
peity' of citizens not bciiii: olBecrs or soldiers ptiy Hie costs of tlie prosrculjoii out ol bis own 
weie to he eiiiiuiird of exclusively by a Coiiit i’orket. Such a one l•.ould not lie a witness in 
coinposc'l excl.isivciy of ollioors or soldiers, Hic Siipieine Court, wliile lie could, as I pro- 
Ihe paiallcl would be. complete. Wo iiia\ siiriir, be a witness in any cvcitf belorc Ilia 
reach tills pet lection of le;:islatinii ill time*, for CDiiitof En>|iiiiy, wliicliis llierefoic solar 
winch I am (jnite pie|iared ;[ may observe, in •'Upenor; both, iiuwevcr, should be brought 
the nicanvvhilr, that the red jiistilicatiou of mlo aciernieiit, and our Jaw made to eoiifoun 
such a pioceedini: i.s to be found iti its coiive- Iho siipeiim wisiioni of the Moiiissi!., L 
iiicnoc. r.uv is expensive, not (It .iiblc, oficri sli.dj adveit lo another iurauvrniriirc in this 
inijirrirct and uiisuilcd to the cas , and the i oro-erdin;:*; all oaths adiiiinistcied in a mat- 
foiinsof civil Courts frnuliirsoine ; to allow j ler not j'l'lici.il, a’o nteiely niiaatory by tlin 
Com Is,llicrcforr. chosen liy the slate, and diil\ li:ii>||sh law ; .an IJii.;lisIii'ian, tlicrclore, wlio 
ci>n.<tiiiitcd by it,ioni<ike it in cacli case, would conn.’itte 1 perjury heioie the C.oiirl of I’liqairy, 
l> ' i 11 eflrcl merely to cany out tin; ;:iaiid piiii couhl not be punished at ail, (unic.ss it. wcio 
eiple of oiiiity ; that is the p-rttiin: lo yoiii I'lC inh''ieiil power ^f the stale topunisli 
Own (muN (ilie laud liile end in this case lieiii;: ri ear., (if wliidi iio.v piinciple I ivni be"in- 
fo do (iisiire tow.irds a piiolic, oirriiifl i,) by uin^ to (eel a vciy salnlaiy awe,) but I sliall 
the slioiie-t wav, and the dii cctesl m'tli.i.ls, ass'i'iii’in the ahscocc of all 1 tidi.m tnecrdftiM, 
Tills is tile iii.;c Ilf tToveriimcnl on p.iiiciplr, "iiii‘!i •>oes so f.ir that, what is law in that 
and I can sec no dillererire, loidcaliy speak maUri in E !::lan 1, is >ri the law here as far 
ill;:, I.el«ceil the liial ofa civil fnne.linnary aM'’'.'ii<!s oiiis''lves ; itiil, I see by Re.'’. XVIf. 
aiipniiitcd liy the state, hy aiio.her civil fiinc- of Ibll}, tint it a iiatnc e.-aioii.t ol p.'i |iii y hc- 
tioiiary, cliiiscn meiely lo liy liiiii and in.idc a hue iIi.. (Ioim I ol C i-j nii v at ;I io;;hl», he could, 
Ji|ili:c foi that sole pilipose, the ciiiiic .iMe;;- “od hoiiI!|, In*imnlslicd.rrid soiimlly piini^hetl 
C'l lieiiii: an iiirciiee against a subject of the lOo, by^M.itnssil I mv. N,)>\, Vk iucoo- 

•M.ilc, not a fuiiclioiiary, and the lii:-^ of .a mi vemeni'c. lli;it thuComt sliould not he al»lc to 
lil.iiy fonciioiiary for a similar eireiice against <‘'iriviri Mr. M. ol a eiiiiio, hut slfoiild «et bo 
:t siibjccl not a soldier, hy a body of .rinl;:es, iblc to covet ol^ciiine a man who sliould 
cli<i<eii for till! oec isiiiri. Both aia* ciiiii '.s I’ilsely^ wil.'iilly. kiiowiiiidy and eorrupily 
!*.:'iiiist (he slate, and the stale lier? i.% eonsi 'i>niiu Mr. M. Iio.l eritnaiiiled that act with 
dered to • e (lie East India Co^ipanv. ami wei vhicli he is not chaiu:''d ns a ciime,and wifjcli 
aie w'lihhi M-. teiiiioiie<». Tile c mibiyinenl ol the ('oart could not piuiioiinec to he aciiaie, 

.a sin;lu ,fi|i|':c IS nil olivioiis iifiproveinent on but ol wlncli the Comt e:i(|iiiie*', Incoiiclii- 
miliiaiy pnciiee, wliieli, in llie iiu'iiber ol 'ioii, I be^; to wo fon^iven, if 1 have not treaU 
J.ld■:l•^ ie(|oiied, siiii.'ks ofold Saxon liar- edoflliu sulijeet wiili a fall appieeinjicin of 
b II iiv. Tlie ic>pna'.ibiliiv in the inodei n w ay Ihe merits ol tii^ system of law a*iil judicature, 
is II odi vdeil, and i!ie nioiives to n\ei (inn in nmler wbieh I nothing doubt, yt m.iy soon ho 
llie poilieiii.i liii'.incjs tif the slate, w lUisn lliat my hap. iness to live, ;iml whieii my children 
hiisiiieia, is aspcr.i.ii Cinn nissinu to try a intn w ill leai ii from me to leverc'iee; hot, sometliinte 
aceusi-d a*, a public Cliiuiiidl, are |;vidciilly must'’O allowed to the prejudices of early 
uiaxiiiiized. , education in opposite principl ;s which areol I 

Allhoiitrli, on the whole, no dniiht, the rase eiTor.Sitfind the want of alaciiiv, with which 
has been cMieim ly well weighed by llio wi.s- Kro.wn iin»n are put tliroiish the discipline of 
diim of (hiv(>iinneiif, and the best possiblei l>'>wevrr simple and cnereelic. 
|ilain suited lo its views ailopted, yet there are ' Hieir |«Ovincial sil'.jei I.s 

a few iiieoiiveniences. wlneh, 1 have veiitmed,, ciliaens and laiinht, when they could 

in the eailiei tmi 1 ot l bis let ter to en Im ;;(> ii p- them, the Roman l.|jWS ns we'I ns Iho 

on: I will add one oi two mme winch i,;,,p liinmi'i;;u of Romans, or the ediiratcd tiroviii- 
oec.irrcil lonie. llimi-h they me ofso teclimeni, '=‘‘‘l.s taught their le.ss cnligliteuc.l neighbours. 

a oiliiie, Ib.il I leir fliey will only excite jy! _ . , n •. •• 

.<finile among statesmen. J’iiis tiouil of En-j " C 'H'avcamiilicos doeiiit f.icua la Pntauno.. 

qiiirv, after every thing said, ihomih doiiht-' We who have grown older in wisdom and 
Icbs a very fit and proper Court, and having have to deal with a people whoso eiviliz.ition 
all vim t.s of due sanction, i.s not, according to is earlier than oiir own, and learning laws 
tiu! Law «f Eiigiand; any Couit sfl all; yet, it from maxims long in practive with them, aiid^ 



. 422 


TQS HINJPV 


wUb whiob onr nilei are fortonateljr tmbned, Tbia pandit hae Jatt laafbt me, that an error 
we are begiqjing to coalesce ; haring learned in judgment is a crime. ■ 
in the east from mjr masters the doctrine of I am, Gentlemen, jroar obedient serrant, 
equality, 1 am taking lessons' from a pundit ’ A uvrsa. 

in the new principles of the oode*of India. Hurkaru, Oct. 3,'] 


THE HINDU. 


No. 16. - 

I beliero it wag the opinion of the ancients 
that. 

Dreams descend from Jove, 

and are the presages of events which are soon 
to occur. The Hindoos iabour under a similar 
misconception, and attach great importance to 
what they dream of. Sumo of the Brahmins 
pretend to he profound oiieiroerilie*, and would 
interpret any dream however mrsterious ii 
may be, The Hindoos have a work called 
Suppnadap, whiuli is said to contain a very 
lucid exposition (in the shape of a dialogue) 
of the true theoriet that have been formed on 
this subject. It is not necessary to review 
tliU Book of Reveltttiopi, or enter into its me* 
rils ; siillice it to say, that the explanations 
and ohservaiions oil'cred therein for iiifurma* 
tion ufall dreamers, are entirely huilt on gra> 
tuitous assumptions and are peifectly chime* 
rical. It has been inculcated by tlie Brahmins, 
and is strongly believed by the bigotted na¬ 
tives, that whenever we dream of weitcring in 
blood, moving amongst dead bodies, or of 
soine'disnstrous <ujg:u(iislances concerning our 
interest, we armmre In gain something wi some 
way or oilier. But if we dieaiii of our prospe- 
rily, lilippiness, and sucres^in any undertak¬ 
ing, ii would be productive of muximisation of 
pain, nnd minimixtttion of \ lensure. The eartir, 
tlic^ky, and the ncllicr world are full of godS 
and goddesses invisible to mortal eye. But if 
tliey wish to divulge any secret to a man, nr 
desire him toexecuie any ordcr,il^ always ap¬ 
pear liefore him to do so, when **nature’s soft 
nurse”Jias closed liis eyelids. Many of the 
deities are said to have visiieil seveial persons 
dill ing their sleep, and desired iliein to peifortii 
tasks which have proved beneficial to them. 
The pious and the religious, whose thoiiglitsare 
always directed to the eonteinplalion of tin 
power, wisiloiii, and goodness of Devat, boasi^ 
of beating tlicir awful word in their luUidp state 
much oflener tlian any other class or peisons. 
Instances are recoCded in our sacred works of 
•ome viitiioiis indifidiials having received iH* 
rcciinns in their dreams In find out treasures 
buried in the earVli, as also to bettc' their 
wtrrWp situations by the iidnpiinii of mean's 
foretold at the same time. Dreams, therefore, 
are neither the ** relaxations and hiuusenients 
of the soul,” when the operation «l Wlir faciil- 
,«es is suspended, nor the operation of faoul- 
ties U suspended.nor the gentle whispeiings 
ydljhtMl wOoings,of“Q««e» ilfat”galloping tlirougb 
Jl&ttrjwsw and braioa. Tlt«y arn oonaidered aa 


the voice of celestial powers and the preoorsera 
of our fates. Our joys and sorrows, oar smiles 
and tears are supposed to bo in a great inea* 
sure dependent upon them, and it is for this 
purpose that theirsolutionissooften required, 
even at the sacrifice of some money. 

Nusta Chnndra ,—The Brahmins have opined 
tliat once a year the moon becomes contami¬ 
nated, and those thstseejierin tli it sate, can¬ 
not but spread their own infamy in the world. 
We are really at a loss to fathom why it should 
he so. The only proof which is adduced in 
support of this doctrine is, a tale of Mahaeaw- 
rut, which must be told here to trace the origin 
of such a dogma. 

In the dwttpur pup, Stittrajit rajah bad re¬ 
ceived d muni (a most precious gern.) from 
Surjah, which he was requested to present to 
Krishna by some relation of the latter God. 
The rajah did not like to part witli this inesti¬ 
mable divine gift. A few days after, Prosaun, 
(the younger brother of jfuttnrjfit) went into a 
forest one evening with muni blazing on bis 
neck, in an equestrian habit, on a hunting ex¬ 
cursion, The surrounding field and meadows 
were glowing with the mellowed tinis of (lie 
setting sun, the air was cool and reftesliiiig, 
the Ideating animals were here and there 
browsing on the luxiiriAnt blades of grass full 
of aniinMtinn and alacrity, and the silence that 
bad prevailed jp these solitudes impressed 
upon them a degree Of solemily, which was 
now and then tlistiirbed by the rustlings of 
leaves. Oclighled with this scenery, Prosaun 
plunged himself more and more into iiiieiini- 
nahle (hirkets and dreary jungles to feast his 
imagination on ruraj sights and beauties, 
when a4ian that was lyiwg beneath the um¬ 
brage of a cluster of treys, swelling wMi rage 
and lashipg its sides with the tail, sprang upon 
the youn«r rajah and destroyed liiiii and his 
steed. The tuunt was so very bright and 
splendid that the linn did not know what to do 
with it. It sometimes graced its own neck 
with this admirable booty and sometimes laid 
it on the ground ; meanwhile, Jaumboobaun, 
the chief of the hears, was passing hy that 
way ; the splendour of the gem arrested his 
Sight, ill the course of a few minutes he appear* 
ed before (he lion, and,^fter a dreadful fislit, 
killed his aiflngonist, and went into Fatal 
(another world) wifb the mani. 

Days after days rolled away, and SuttrajU 
was overwbdlmed witb grief in ooneeqaenee 
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«f hi* brother’s long absenoe. Every one began 
to harbour suspicions .of Krishna's having laid 
a bloody hand on Atm, on account of the muni 
for which he bad before expressed a wish, and* 
this rumour became at last so prevalent jn 
every part of the city, that he was tlioiight the 
real murderer and ifie robber of the gem. Dis* 
giisted with such scandalous reports, tue bold 
Goil satlied forth from home and enterett. into 
a forest. After considerable ramblin;} he carnc 
in sight of tlie mangled carcas of Prosaan, his 
lior-se, and that of the lion. , Bur seeing not the 
muni, he ceased not from journeying till he 
neared a siibierrnneons passage. Scarce had 
he directed his steps into this dismal abode, 
when a bcautenus young girl was seen playing 
with that precious treasure. Intimation was 
instantly given to Jaumboobaunof Khishna's ar- 
rival ill his dominion fur the muni, with vvhich 
he being not willing to part, a battle took 
place between tho two heroes ; hut the lord of 
bears knowing afterwards who his enemy was, 
prostrated himself at his feet, married his 
daughter JaumboobuUu to him, and gave him 
the muni. 

Now Khrishna. returned to his native conn* 
try with his ** bonny bride" and the muni, for 
the loss of which lie had to siiifer every dis¬ 
credit and disgrace. An aoconntof Prosaun’s 
death and of the recovery of muni beit^g given, 
the doubts and suspicions of all tlie people 
were now entirely silenced, and the worthy 
God began agaia to enjoy an unblemished 
reputation. 

• » » • * 
« • • • • 

It has been determined by oursages.that (his 
false stigma on/ir>ir/ina’< character « as ooca 
sioiicd in consequence of his liaving seen tlie 
Nustarhundra, or the coiitaiiiinnted*niuon of a 
ceitain night of tthaddur, and the Brahmins 
have jumped to a conclusion from this .ttory, 
that nunc should behold the moon when she 
becomes Kusta, or polluted, accordinjf to theii 
astrological calculaliujis. * 

On the night of Nuslachunifra, the Hindoos 
snugly shut their doors, Venetians, and jill- 
mells, and never lift their eyes towards the sky, 
lest the sight of the moon might drown theii 
names in a sea of infamy. Should^ny one 
in spite of this prectAition happen to ^aucc at 
her siftcry face, he is advised to eat a little 
cocoaniint and tat, or hear (he legend of Pro¬ 
saan and the muni. This is the only way to 
guard against calumny, and prevent the dis¬ 
semination of reports tending to injure one’s 
character!!! 

Follies in eating, shaving, sleeping, jre.—^Those 
(hat profess strict adherence tn the Brahmanical 
creed, are obliged to act in conformity with 
several rules and regulations wliioh have been 
enacted lespecting uAtters of eating, shaving, 
’sleeping, &c. At the timg of taking any thing 
the fathers never sit towards the norther^ side, 
nor can the sons and daughters haveoonrage 
to>sit towards, the southern side, the former 
titiukiDt (bat- doing otherwise Vould tend to 


shorten the lives of their children, and the !«(•> 
ter trembling with fear lest they might inouc 
the guilt of parricide on accouivlof any devi¬ 
ation from this much-revered practice. Our 
aitironoiiuirs liave invented sixteen designa¬ 
tions lor all the days of Hie month, conveying 
an idea of the pliases of tho moon, and ^ in 
censeqiiencc of these names of the da.ys being 
derive,] from lunar phenomena, tljjyliad called 
forth at one time the siupeiiduus ahilitio.s of 
oisr sages and pundits for coming to a decision 
as to wb^at steps ought to lie adopted, in order 
to goar% 4 »gainst all sorts of mischiefs, evils, 
and iiniouaid circumstances, and the follow¬ 
ing deontologieal table, relative to the philosophy 
if eating, has after an infiiiitt deal of rellexion, 
cogitation and ransacking of biain, emanated 
from their gigantic heads, and is promulgated 
every year in the Bengallee aliusnaes for ge¬ 
neral information and guidance. “ On thc^ri- 
tiput (first day of the new or full moon) tasting 
koomra (a sort of piimkin) conduces to loss 
of money. Taking simples and drugs oiftlie 
ditiay deiyives our voice of its liariiiony. 
Puruls eaten on the titeay increase our crimes. 
Radislics eaten on the ehotoorthee, make os 
sufi'er losses. Bells eaten on the ponehooma 
spread onr infamy. Keem lasted on the sostee 
makes us animal.s in the next lile. lulls (nip- 
rits of palm tree) ealcnwiii tlie socloomee, shor¬ 
ten the peiiod of onr lives. Cocuamit-water 
drunk on tlie ostaomee makes ns great blockheads. 
Piiiiikiiis on tlie noboomee pos-sess the ijiiHli- 
lies of beef. Culmee saug (a sort of pot herb) 
eaten on the dossoomee is as great a sin as niiir- 
deriiig cow-s. Seems (beau) eaten on (he aka 
lends to iMCI ease onr guilt. Poee sang 
eaten on the dwa dossee is ns great a sin as 
murdering Bianiins. Bagoons (hrinjals)caleii 
on tint trio dossee affect the Ihngcviiy of our 
Isons. Mausetduee eaten on the dossee 

makes valeiiidingrians. Flesh on the Ama^ 
bossay and poorueemah, should never be eaten, 
hnd tasting burnt vf^elables, or burnt lislies 
on Thursdays and Fiidays, is piegnanWwillt 
bad consequences.” 

But bereVite prohibitions do not end. In 
brass potscocoanut-water is never to di link, 
for the momeat Ibis beveinge is poured into 
such pots, it becomes cow’s •tiesh, the very 
mention of wliicii should make every native 
spit and ejaculate Mohavarut Manauaurut! / ! 
Radishes after Pause, puiiikiiis in tlie inon'Ih' 
ofRAadr/ur, milk mixed with salt and gee, af¬ 
ter etting, are all as inipnie as beefsteak. 
Gwping^fter dinners and suppers is said to 
transport the quantity of meal taken into a 
dog’s belly ; drinking wafer in a standing poa- 
ture is iintbonsidered very prudent, it being 
the opinion of some old tfemes that the water 
thus drunk eventually runs inio the iiionliis of 
the ghosts of such persons as comiiiit suicide. 

Somlofthe bigollcd natives before begin¬ 
ning to eat, “ take a little water in the hollow \ 
of their right bands, and bring it in coiitaet 
with their tongueli, ntteiing at Ihf same time 
a(ibAe,uieaaing '* 1 ant going to quaff tho drafgs 
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of immoftRfHjr,** «iid alto tb« word " Jojf Jotuk- 
ronderiiif tlielr khmuah qoUo palafablo 
atad dotioidfta. A% aoon as ibeir appetito is 
oatisAed* tboy atroko ilieir beiNes, erjin^ 8a 
iabn VO Batahea, to pronioto the .d 4 ^«stioi|ol 
food and prevent all bowtl «;oiuplnii\is. B%ta 
deoand /f(7/«/weretwo}rinDtB. Bntaboo lived 
always in the shape a ram, and was aanri-i 
fined for <he enterlninment of his brother's 
(Hillttl'a) e^oeats. When the pleasnres of hos¬ 
pitality were over, HtV/uf roared Balaheuva 
JSatabee*’ at which the bleating animpl used to 
rend tlie bellies of those who mt bigi^and ap¬ 
pear in his original form. An this manner 
numbers of mortals had been destroyed; bni 
when it was broasht to the notice of a 71 /on/, 
be rnpnired to HilluVt place, took the mutton 
chops, and disgested the meat at once hy dfui 
of his supernatiirai powers. In vain did the 
giant now cry “ Batabeevo Batabee." A check 
was from'that time put against bis cruellies, 
and the />/ont enjoined that all persons slimild 
alter their dinners and suppers stroke tlieii 
bellies and utter “ Batabee vo Batabee" in 
order to guard against iudigestion^' 

The Hindoos would never slmve every day. 
Shaving on Thursdays teiid.s to injure their 
res|iect^ii>ility and daiken tlieir glory; on 
Fridays, shortens the ^ives of their sons, and 
on Saturdays, produces innumerable evils. 
When the Bra mins are on the same miisnitd, 
the Soodras think it a great sin to use water 
in culling their nails. 

Before the bigotted Hindoos close their 
eje.s, they reoitea slake (a translation ot which 
ishele subjoined)4o prevent the entrance and 
the poisonr)iisTrrtaek.s of serpents in tlfo ciir- 
lain. Oh JHoues/iaw Devee, (Goddess of ser- 
peitts) inutiter of Oslee. Basso, daughter of 
Bassookee, wife of Jarat Kaur, my salutations 
to thee.” After tliis, sof.ie of them say,“ A'oeilJ 
no pvddo hi'ia" (to sleep is to gain a lotus). Jn 
a tied, placing one’s head on the northern oi 
western bide, is productive of dangers and 
losses. ^ ^ 

At the time of rubbing oil, the pious natives 
throw three drpps of it on tlie ground to miti¬ 
gate tlio hiirning of tlie sore of OnvorAawra — a 
fiutiviiig hero ul Kura Pandnb War, Aftei 
bathing, jiew clothes are never put on, unless 
a liitle. of doll or gram is chewed. Indepen 
dent of what has been enumerated aiigve, r 
gieat many more absurd piactises, olFseieil.ir 
the enmmott J'uuctions of life, can be noticed,'! 
IjUku a little tioiibie to collect them. Bii 
i'lWw what has alieady been deiinraied, it i- 
ahundiinily nitinift^t tiuit superstition is stih 
playing in all its forms in lliii| loiig-benighlec 
land, and we know of nothing so elTectiial it 
cheoking her progi«<s—so eflieaciDiis In wip 
ing of such disgraces of the country—nso con 
dnnive tp the suhversion of dogmas and pie 
iudiees as the cultivation of learning and uk 
^ ilfoMion ol( educaliuD in every part of Hiti- 
ILustan. 


No. 17. 

Befbrel bid mjr reader* farewell, I ehould 
,iiko tp.oifer a abort gketeh of the differentpoe- 
jttJta performed by the Hiftdob* during tbe year, 
arAd though tbU.portion of my theme may not 
he very entertainiog to tl|e residents of tliia 
|ilace,«nd to sucli aa are already conversant 
with our domestic manners and shelter, it 
would scarcely fail to prove an idle amuse¬ 
ment to %nuny a foreigner in their idle hours. 
Wc find thut ip every month the Hindoos ob¬ 
serve some religious rites or otlier, under a 
deep impression that it would conduce to their 
elernnl welfare and happiness, and tlierc is 
nothing in the world that can dissuade tliein 
from lavishing their money iu the furtiieianuc 
of this object 

la Bi/^aek a great quantity of ckunnun (pre- 
pniedhy ruhhinga piece of sandal wood on a 
stone ) heiiig dedicateil one tlay tu Kris/ma, the 
detotees putit on tln'ii hiulics.as a '•aciul poi- 
fumnry owing to its having entered the iiosiiils 
df that deity. Tlie ceitMiioiiy is called rAu/iurt 
jnttra, Tlie s.tiiir God is also wursiiipped on 
a mounliglit night with “ Uadhika fitir." bnlh 
swinging on r/ou//<a.4, while heaps of Doweis 
aie .scaii<'i'e\l aioinid them, and (‘nthiisiaMiin 
shouts of piety pervade the place. The de¬ 
signation of ihi.s yaojah is,jull dole. 

fl 

In Joistee, stan jatlruh, or tbe bathing of 
lhakuors, takes place. 

In Mo-ace (the sent of Jaggumauth, oi'pnsit 
to Tittaghur) a great mela is held on this occa¬ 
sion. The B.ui'Hckpore toad is thickly crowded 
for two days siiciu's.sively with a motly crowd 
of pedcsitiaiis, and an endless number of 
rattling vehicles ; all luarcliing to witness the 
halhing of .higtirrnaulh, while the richer 
clsisse.sof natives liiie now-painteil budgertms 
on tlie preceding night, load them with erea- 
liires of^iifairg mould, anti taking with them 
;;lso a few songsters anJ musicians,proceed to 
the spot of pifgiimag^ in an ostentatious 
style, t 

The illnminnlion of bvdgerows, the calm and 
unclouded aspect of the sky, the beneiit and 
hewilcliing sniilesof cliundra, the Powers of 
leficsitihg gales ki«.sing the “glad waters’' of 
the Ganges ; the war of “^inns and punsters 
of the rival tiippos, mid thc,nriiiriatefil song 
aiid dancotofllie Maelwoahasar ('yprians, fleck¬ 
ed in “ ISRihaiic pearls and gold," not only 
render the whole night a continuotia scene of 
'iieriiihriit and festivity, hut exei'.e the “ jovial 
IJalioos” and their romiadcs to |iiaclLse every 
“asciviotts trick, and lose all legat'd for decency, 
thame nn<l character. It is really a disgiaee to 
die orthodox nalivvs that they should eoiin- 
teiinnce such Inimoral usages even uii the ho- 
oimof the holy river, wlnwe drop of water is es¬ 
teemed as preciitus as life, and on occasiotisuf 
heing ahsoi bed iu tlu; soluiiiniiies of religion. 

On the next day people of very d^seyiptiop 
throng the Mundeer of Juggernath. The ly?- 
hiog geuerallj’ Ukua place at a late hguri, and 
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.liotwitligtandiiig tliainteaae heat of the son, 
the flow of perspiratioo, the atinlc cf tattered 
Imhilimenta worn by the lower ordera of%peo> 
tatora, and the entire abaenoeof amhrellaa, 
the veryaiifhtof which irritatea the yoiinr 
prieata to fling briok-hnta against those that 
seek their umbrage. Nay, at the gacriflce of 
every physioai comfort, the fanatics ni«h up.* 
on each other and rend tlie place with the nl>> 
streperoiia cries of “ Joy Jaytjernath / Jay Juy^ 
yernath /" until the ceieuiouy ia uonidulied. 

There is another pura'> in this month rail 
ed Dfmhara, when ever\ one must hnihe in the 
Ganges, and ndorc her with a variety of fruits 
and sweeiineals. Should it not rain on the 
day of Dofs/urr/i, the serpents would '>e more 
v(}iioinoiis, and in order to guard auaiiist their 
biting and all sill'll dingers, the natives chew 
after their liathing a little of whoorcha, leainn, 
coruneha, and montooHeer dolt. Most of the 
KiiiiU'o families iihstain from taking rice and 
fish uu this occasion. 

Tn Assnr, the colehratinn of Ruth-jattrk 
takes plane. Those for whose henelit Hiilhs 
ar? made and dedieated to Gods, must have 
them drawn either in the cnmpuiinds of their 
own houses or puhlie roads for twelve )'ears 
siiceessively, after whirli peiiod they may he 
disposed of tn the Brahmins, All Ruths are 
paraded twice every year, attended by a pro- 
cession nf/r/ie/eaiid kurtal heaters, w hose howl¬ 
ing sunpkirtan, however liidicrniis and unplea¬ 
sant it may he to refined cars, is fertile in 
springing leligious nnolions in the henit of 
every liiintome. In Mo-ece and Skt'ikhelho, the 
exliiliitinii is said In he mnnii more grand 
and ostenlatioiis. saered as those places are 
reckoned, being the favorite ahodcs of Juyger- 
nath, and people from evry part Oaloulta 
resort there at this time. 

In Smbon, Jhoolim Juttra. the swinging of 
Gods and Go ulesses, is elfected. «Kiislma 
was very fond of this diversion, when he wa« 
the lord of sixteen hiin lred hTooming damsels 
of Biiidabone. The tiiriiasha^s continued for 
three dais :ind nights, when groups of musliiied 
Jiaboot, with gai lands of flowers on their iieeks. 
Ups anil leetli touched with a gloss of 
mreree* and perfiiinefy flying from their 
cbaddnrit, peianihtiVtie the streets Iki make 
•' danik relifiion.” a clo^k forlhfir inordinate in¬ 
dulgence ill voliipliious songs and ipiiiiudurate 
gratilieation of their sensual appel^e. 

During the month of Bhn.iitur the Hindoos 
ofler eveiv day teel and G niga water to the 
souls of their loiirteen deceased ancestors, for 
the purpose of Hiigineiiting their celestial cn- 
juyiiieiils. The eeieiiiuiiy is called 'tuppone. 

In order to gain the yoldm smiles of fortune 
and he .li.appy in firier life, a hroto, culled 
> Oaonto Broto, is performed in «liis iiioiith. The 
Riahniiiis avail themselves of this opportunity 


* Meaee is aa-MUiageat' black powder. 


to rob theiryod^eiNMU of a few rupees aod dll-, 
ferent sorts of eatables, fur whieli they male#: 
tiieiaVepeat some maiit«r« in retuw, 

» On the-last day Of this tn&ntli all thebrari'>'. 
era. carpenters and siutfhs oolieot the respee- 
tivi iiiipieinents of trade in a oorner of theif 
shops and worshio Bhearma, {ho Oodofalf 
manual arts, under an irnpiession of thriving 
in their profe.ssions with liis care and kind* 
ne.ss. On the sauie day the imtives busy 
ihajnsel ves in the pleasures of Ahrundo, or oaU 
ing with a great many curries the rict dressed 
oil the (fh^eiling niglii and kept in water for 
eoiivertiiig it into a sour article of their repast. 
This is done, I hetieve, in hoourto J/omerAaw, 
the Goddess of serpents. • 

According to Srimut Vaughut. Krishna was 
hoi II on a very dark night in Bliaddur, The 
Hindoo females anxious to make themselves 
dear to the God, fast on every aiitiiversary of 
his hirlh day, ami at night heur the story of his 
incarnation tii the family of Bnxoo Deb. Ti^is 
puriih is deiioiiiinated Jurmo Ostoinee. On the 
next day, p.angs of persons representing the 
characters of milk maids, songsters, hijrat 
(hermaphrodites,who aie oolorioiisly known lo 
-sing and daoec on the hirlh of chihircii) Bra- 
jobasees, £ci'., dnuhed with tiiriiierin powder 
(an indication of inward tr iiquiliiy) aic lo he 
seen in the roads haw lin$ and howling to excite 
the hilarity of the moh, and inipiess on their 
minds the manners and eustoms of the people 
of Mutkoora, when Krishna was horn there. 

During the months of Auesin nml Karltc, no 
less than live poojahs of a veiy coiispieuoiis 
nature are celehi iii'd. They are designated 
Doorgah. hucke, Shama. Jogodhatree, nni\ Carlie, 
III the trelayug, llama iiiiiod iecd the Uotn^rah 
Poojahiim(ni\!, iiiatikiiid. It itfis done for the 
purpose of destroying Ravoaa, vvln^ had carried 
away liis wife hyJ[orce, Tlie image, wTiieli is 
foiiiied of this goddess, fot wor>liippiiig her, 
Roiiihiiies everv featiiKof fieieeiies.s ami ter¬ 
ror. Ill ancient times, w'lieii the giant Hfpifsa- 
soor (the ofl'spiingof a moet reovrend Moni and a 
she hulfalo) liegaii to exereiM! Ins oppression 
and erneltye ill every part of the woild, ami 
eiieroaeli ** on the powers and iloininions’’ of 
thedeities of heaven,” it was Duoryrr/i that 
had the lilmbiess to I'ai'e that monster of 
iniqnitv, staoiliiig on her fiiriAis lion, waving 
dreadrni missile weapons in her ten hands, ami 
aee.omtianied • y her two hravesons frurtieaml 
Gone«/i, (the, fmnier liestriding a peacock, and 
tlie latter a idg mouse) and /.ne/nni and Snr- 
rusetJe, glancing on tin; night Ionises. Tlie 
hatiinxvas fonglil hy hntli parlies willi unpre¬ 
cedented courage ami intiepidily, and icnni- 
nated in tlye desti ni'lioii*of ilie giant. Such 
heiiigthe inagmini'iiity of B/niggobiitti/, it lias 
heeii ihongiit proper to tiSiore her ami licr at- 
lendaiils ill ilii's veiy iiiarli.il eliar.icicr, that 
the world miglitho i-asilv eonvinced oflieruii- 
0011110140 heroism aud otnnipuiunuy. 

few days boforo the coriiiiienocment of tlio 
poajah, the dull, monotonous aspect of Caloiit- 
tp fades away, and the shouts ofgalacrity and 
{hobuzx ofbu$ineu pervade ail its quarter; 
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The mithe-Md hreciert become eo lemeed to 
Oferwheln tbeir eostomera with aa extraordi 
nary suppiy^f KOld» silrer, and pewterbraa- 
nientf, ‘braaa plates, &c., that the clangs of tlieirJ 
anvils, the clash of their hammers, and the^ 
groans of their bellows are hehid e«brr 
minute. The Mitgrahs and Bhoonee Wallahs, 
ainhiiious of iiianiifactiiring siiperior sundessss 
aadjulpayns for consignment tos/oniAcA, roast 
themselves day and night in an uiiexiingiiish- 
ed blaze of lire, which so iiiucb envoluj^es 
their wasp'freqiiented abodes in thick vo¬ 
lumes of smoke, that the very eyesi^ the in¬ 
mates gel veiled in a sort of ** diniTmiriision” 
when they ** roll in vain” to examine the com¬ 
position of the diiTerent ingredients boiling in 
hkoalis 


■ yet not the more 


Ces«e they to wander where the sugar planteri haunt, 
Sudder, Mofuisil, or nuixy msris, 

Siiiii with ilie laveofcliariiiing money. 

I^lie ffalooee Khurs, certain of cITecting an 
extensive sale, ilis|iliiy in their deaeiit illumin¬ 
ed dokhauns langes of matahee and kurfef, glis¬ 
tening witli a biiglil diversilied lute, and dres¬ 
sed with every attention to nicety and taste. 
Tlie two siile of piihlio roails liecoine swatmed | 


are peopt« of « quite dltoroot diapositinn.. 
and bawl and danoe, and daab blood on their*'' 
bodioa after the eonolasioa ofho/eedauA. On 
the Brst day the Goddess Itoorgaii is invoked 
hy dint of mmturs, when she is said to ap- 
| 4 ar, in an ivisihle shape before her worship- 
pets and resides in the im^e intended for her. 

4 greot quantity of rice, gram, yue, sandnses, 
mesta^tes, shurbuts, and such other dcjiciuiis 
dHiitlies is then olfercd to her, day anti night 
duiing her stay in Hindoostan, or in other 
words ** three ffays and three niphts." 


On the fourth day ail the streets and terraces 
of Ciiluiitta present a regular pavement of 
hea<ls. Procession after procettsiuii moves to- 
ward.s the river, and the beating of dktdes, 
the rattling of tassahs, the attitudinizing of 
juygojvmps, dre.ssed in a most fantasiic style, 
the Hi ray of burkundazes and sepoys, armed 
with* clitbs and bayotiet<, added to the lu- 
inoltoiisness of the moh, prodoce a sort of Ba¬ 
bel oimfnsion ill the Maiive pait of the town. 
The scenery of zenaaa of e\ery house is at¬ 
tractive at this lime to every speetaior, 4 
bevv of beauty wrapt in richest cloiiies and a 
profu.sion of gems is to lie seen, peeping 
through parliallv opened jillmills and grated 


■ , , , , ... r .. Windows, and brightening up sntiieiiiiies with 

wiili baskets, uuniaiiiing varieties ol fruits 'i ^ a . . i , 

, ( , ,1 n I r I ■ ;blushes when looked iiiioii askance by any 

and vegetables. Peoiile ol every description j i .1^ r_. , 

, , ... I r 11 • II.I passenger. Tlie idols of families are taken on 

and denoiiiination ariflo be found ■« «ll the 7 ,., ^.id are gene.ally tlirow.i in 

hautsnnA bazars; some making most obsi.e-^ river, letting at the same 

peroiis cne'i tor reduction and dustooree, some' 
looking quite peiplexed with the bustle of 
shops and shopping; some stilleiing the con 


tiimelv and irisoleticy ofshoeinMkeis.nnd Dac¬ 
ca clothes sellers for letiirning their things after 
tlieyocur time ; some folding their hands and 
caressing the benids of doAiandars fur a favou¬ 
rable'btiigain, while others skampering in a 
oliiikic of deligHt from the liiiiii of meli wiili 
sweetipeats and fanny articles in their bands, 
to enjoy the rusticity of their own villages 


minute two or three nilkunt liirds fiv, wliicli 
dive.siun is tliougbt pruduciivo of iuliiiite 
good. 

When 'he glorious orb glides down the 
western lioi izon, the worshippers return lioiiie 
after destroying Dooigali, accompanied liy 
their pr)oi-(i/ii/s, who bring along wish ihoin a 
pot of Ganges water, with a twig of koroopee 
tree immersed therein. On reaching the |>lace 

. __^ _ _where the pnojali took p', ice, the/)»oeoAit mot. 

and hoine. The appioach of this pnojalLj^O'‘s ilnd besprinkles the water of 1 he pot by 
tbiills iliniisands of raVl'ires in the liearU Iwig^ on tlie bead.s of all the members of 
of eveiy Hindu. Ibis is the time when 1 ^ 11 ° family, who sit around covering their 
pre.seiits of sweetmeats, clothes, &o. flow | with cloilies*for tli# piirpo-e, and ns soon 

I'lom one house to another; when Hie pleasuies i Ihe oliservaonc of this usage, which is said 


to conduce to their prosperity and happiness, 
is over, they soiibbleon small slips of plan¬ 
tain leaves the name of Doaryah, and embrace 
with each other full of joy and smiles. The 
young down to th'e oj^d and the old heap 
upon the voiing lienedictions by saying May 
you be a Rajah, may ynd live long, may you 
have a golden inkstand and pen !! !” The fe¬ 
males, des.ifoas of nuhiviiting and preserving 
friendship, with all put small bits of sweet¬ 
meats in the inoiith of every memher of their 
family, while the ceremony of hugging, and 
blessing continiie.s. So sweetening palates 
they a ppreliend prevents all gall and pioduees 
love, tiarmony, peace and tranquillity. To 
attain a sweet end, the application of sweet- 
lueals is therefuro necessHUy t 1! 

« 

4 t nine or fen i>.M.,*when “ the toil and trou¬ 
ble” of the poujah is over, and the llabnos fa¬ 
tigued with the hard labour of “ three dayg 


of sociality and fiieiidship arejsikted to ihe 
veiy biim—when the long-separated hiisbeiid.s 
clasp ilibir dearest wives with every atfeclion 
and lore—whop the children ofdiirereiit fa- 
niilics, aliiied in giotesque iiahiliments, with 
siiipes of lace shining here and iheie, are 
sent toiitid to each other for pusposes of mutu- 
al invitation and reciprucaiiun of courtesies; 
and, in fact, wliatever tends to hind Ihe qiiiule 
rare with our tie of frateriiizaiiun is iSttenipt- 
ed and attended to at this happy period of the 
year. The poojali is kirpi up three days ; dining 
wliich time Itoili the males and females endea¬ 
vour to enhance their external beauty, and like 
nothing so much ns^jest, liilajiiy, song and 
dutiee. Some of the families entertain kan- 
yalces much on this occasion, and sacrilice 
bufl'aloes, goats, rams, tumkin.s, oueiiMhers, 
sugar canes and human forms made of poun¬ 
ded rice or congealed milk before the god¬ 
dess. The Bustoms never allow any animal, 
teUtAcrificId in their boases^bat the Saktoes.and nighu” reoUue on their elevated fgutersf,, 



TUX vlirpv. 



‘VttftBf • prsfoond BiUkteharg^ ** witii ipeotaults 
on noio nnd pouch on «id«” are apt to «oni> 
liie somewhat in this way “ Oh, tho world, 
created oat of delusions, to-day we laugh, to¬ 
morrow we weep Nothing is stationery. SM 
tho goddess adorned onr Baboo's da’hlaan 
these three days, bat to-night her divinepmage 
is no longer to be seen. Our own life is wa¬ 
vering'every minnte, and we all one day 
shall be quite extinct. This is ail Baggi- 
laun’s wi sh ! ii” | 

No. 18 . 

Luchi, or the goddess of fortnne, is worship¬ 
ped on the fifth night aftbr pourgali ** leaves 
the wuild to darkness." on account of her re- 
tdniing to the blessed regions of Kgltit. It is 
usual to drink cocoiiniits, and, if possible, to 
refrain from sleeping aliogetlier on this occa¬ 
sion, as the goddess is said to wander from 
one house to another, crvi»g*‘ who wakes on 
such a beautiful night I Sleeping bomg there¬ 
fore highly repugnant to Luehi't taste anti 
liking, for well might she sing with 'riiouisun, 

Is tlieie aught 
In sleep that can cliaun the wi->« 1 

The tagaeiniis Hindoos generally engage them¬ 
selves during her residence in the eaitli in 
suiiie sort of revelry or other, biddhig defi¬ 
ance to the hulling charms of Morpheus, and 
endeavouring nut lo close their eyelids utiiil 
the inoriiiiig appears. This poojali lasts but a 
single night, and on the next day, this boniiie - 
ous goddess, nn whose benign smiles depends 
our aggrandiaeineiit, and rise in the wuild, or 
to in:erpret the belief of niy countrymen, ijie 
repill acciitiiulaiioii of rupees, annas and pies 
witlioul any exertions ofourown, js drowned 
in the river, wliioli is supposed to mean ber de¬ 
parture for a short time. ^ 

In the image of Shamt, fierocnes<| horror, 
and fury are blended tugetlier. Slie is of^ 
very black color, and is represented in a stan¬ 
ding pusiiiie on the breast,of her husliand, 
Shiua, witli her bloody longue quivering with 
wiaih, dishevelled locks tiung behind in a 
wild profusion, numbers of slain heads hang¬ 
ing round her neck, and daggers and javelins 
glittering in her hands.* In this dreadful shape 
she ia said have dl^sIroyeU ^umhooNisumhao 
and Itoctuheej, the most powciful giants of the 
suito yug, which event has been ably chroni¬ 
cled' iiy an Indian hard, in tho sha|Ib of an epic 
peoin, called Chundee, and wliich is recited 
with no little animation and eiiiliiisiasiu at the 
time of Doorgah poojah by tlie sapient, ' 

Bhuttaehargees.—Shamah poojah is celebrated 
to eoiiiiiieiiioralellieextraoidiiiary bravery and 
wonderful might of Shama or Kali. It takes 
place on a very dark night, and many a goat, 
ram, and biilfalo are sacrificed before iier. 
The place where the god^less j| adored is puri¬ 
fied with cow dung,,and tilled with rice, y/iee, 
fruits of different sorts, sweetmeats and mataees. 
Some of the rich natives give to the goddess 
•gold omameais, wbieh eveatiiAlIy go into the 


poekets of 1b« BroMAns. Uhlt poojaft lowMt 
also tkne night, and the goddess y drowood in 
the river the Mst dajr, 

Bo the day of this poojah (be Hindoos, who 
are proverbially a dirty set of people, eieais 
their bouses and snffer not a speck of dirt m 
be near them. The females generally fast, and 
make, on small sections of pianta^ trees, froms 
of Luchme and Ah-Luehme (Goduess of pover-' 
ty*and misery) of pounded rice, lamp-blaek- 
and tiuineric powder, which are kept in a 
rooin^the floor of wliich exhibiting a portrai¬ 
ture of flowers, thrones, legs, ficc. decked oaf 
i>y gentle fingers with tlie white of peelolee. As 
soon as the Inight soorah Iflsings tO gijmmer 
and glide down to lits occidental couch, the 
geernee* of every family collects around her 
all the women and children of the hoii.se and 
assuming a degree of importance and an air at 
supeiioriiy ill hergaii, mutiers the following 
tale, iiiciilcaiing the necessity of imbibing ha¬ 
bits of cleanliness ami illijstialive of the dan¬ 
ger of accumulating filth in dwelling houses, 

*• In days of yore there lived a Brahmin andl 
Brahmonif in a liamlcl. They were very poor 
and extremely iiiicitan. In eveiy corner of 
their cottage heaps of dust, soot, slgaw and 
decayed vegetaliles ha^l gathered, but iieitber 
of them ever thought of removing them. Thu 
Brahmoni never cut her nails nor painted her 
feet witli tlie led streakes of aha. One even¬ 
ing of Shamah poojah the Brahmin having 
received nuihiiig troin his nei-bhuiiis, was re¬ 
turning home with a few betels in his mouth 
and betel-nuts in hand after a fatiguing round: 
a tangled wood lay aeioss his way. When 
he leached it, a huge female form of m moat 
grisly aspect, appealed before liiin, crying, 
“ With belelnuts in hand, betel in mouth, wither 
dost thou stray Bmhmim thakoor ? TettCoonef, 
lioonef has been messed with a son!” This lerri- 
ilied tlie Uiacliiitiii ^ iiiiicli that be fell en¬ 
tranced nn the giuiind. He however soon re¬ 
covered bis sense, and with a dejectciispiiit 
wrilliing in the peitnihalinn and agony of fear 
he arrived^liome. “ Oh Urnhinoiii," sjiic] he I 
have icceive<l nothing to-day and have seen a 
most dieadfiii figure scieaiiiiiig “ With belelnuts 
in hand, beleljn mouth whither dost thuu stray 
Brahmun Thakoor, tell Coouee, Buonee has 
been blessed with a son ! Scaicc was the narra¬ 
tion of this eiiciimslance over, when another 
gigantic creature of an ei|unlly appalling na¬ 
ture issued ft0111 one of the cornets of the cot- 
lagmyellirig, “She is may sister, she is my 
sister-*! was Buonee, I am Boonee. Execra) le 
shade who art tlion that dwellest |n our cot¬ 
tage ? We two sisiersi Coonee and Buonee, 
live wlietlibr rubbish and dirt are allowed lo 
nccuiHulale, and also negr such persons as are 
strangers (o cleanliness. This was a lesson lo 
the .Bea/intun and lo the Brahmoni; they now 
changed their mode of living."** Soyc children 
and ^rls," continues the greenee, “ you must 

• ___ 


* Geeroee means the head of tho females in a fanily« 
t Ilrahmoai means the wife of a Brahmin . 
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try tp be very ele&n and neat to-day aniess you 
ohoose that ^our dtvellinj; iioiiss shouCl be 
baunted by those two hobgoblins." 

With snch remarks and apopthfgms 
long (trade is usually enneluded. Tlie audi 
enee, niiicii ediliod hy this lure, now dispeises 
and hies to the room where Luehmi istoh- 
adored, fif^iiwhile, a general illiiininatioii 
takes place in a native pari ol' ihc to vii. All 
the terraces, veraiid ills, an.I iviii'inws, itai 
every creek nrri oreviou are II xided with 11 -lits 
and bundles ot' dried li anehes of II trees 
are emi.siimcd in the roads hy the lower classes 
br people, which has Ofien proved a very iin- 
plrasant ami dnsigeroiis diversion.. Ilii'nre 
huchihi and Shama are worshipped, Ah'Luchm^ 
is placeil on a koalo, and is driren out of Hie 
^loiise with the heaiin; of pih/ntle’i and saying 
" Luehmi is come Ah-Lnchmi gone out. 

From the commencement of Ktrtieta (lie 
elos^ ut'winter, a hanih.i > with a glim nering 
lantern at its top is to he seen every night On 
the terrace of every native faniilW' Tois i< 
called Ah Ktus f*e«rd.-;>, or lighting a I iino in 
the skv. whieh is said to be produoiive oiposi~ 
tipt good. 

JuijgodaJUree (iinrse of the world) has four 
bands, and rides on a«lion 'yiiig on an •lo- 
pliatit. ’I'liis Goddess is represented in this 
shape, and wor-hippel one dnv ami one night. 
She is also fond of e iting '<ulTaloes, go its, rains, 
euinurasi, fruits and saeetoieats. To’; ohjeet 
of adoring Kartie, (a very handsmne son of 
Donrtjah, riding on a fieacnnk, with a hn.v and 
arrow in hand) is to get ehildien. Dshokce, the 
wife of Jiuuoa Deh, perfonned the poDjali first, 
and wtis Messed with a son known hy he 
name of KrishniC. Every giil who d»m not 
soon hceoine a inotlier, is advise I to resort to 
this ox|ledicrit for eir>!i;tnatiii|g the end. It is 
for this purpose lliat this pnoja has licen iiitio- 
dneed into the world, nird cclehialed eliiellv* 
for thg, of hurren Women on the night of 
the last (lav of the irionih of Kartie. Those 
young liiilics who were never in that agree¬ 
able .stale in whicli “ ladies love* to he who 
love their lords,” are in the liahil of di’clar- 
ing soIcKiiily in silence and soereey, that 
they will worship the god with*great vciio- 
ration if he coirl'ers on xUcm the blessing. In 
coiiseqiieiicc of this siiperstili<Mis hcliel Kar 
He has acquired a great populiriiy among 
oiir females, which he Is not likely to lose 
till they themselves are convinoed of tlio fal¬ 
lacy of their notion. ^ 

Ruth Jattra is an et^nally deliglitfnl and 
^ar( ttirring jouritb. The cirnnmslatK'cs which 
Who given iiirili to it are delineated in a most 
cTahorale manner in firimut VougbtU, a stand¬ 
ard thenlogieal work of tlie Hindoos. 1 am 
afraid, I shall pollute Ihc virgin ears of my rea¬ 
ders, if I give here a literal translation of tint 
portion of Yaughut. 1 shall therefore cflntent 
mvself with a more snecinet aocoiint as to tli|i 
origin of this Poojah, which, I presume, would 
ba quite sulEeient for my purpose. While 
KriibiM liyeu ia BindtAmo, be used to rove 


every morning and evening in a pastoral hablf*^* 
in thei flowery banks of Jamoona —swei'tening 
every ear with the .sound of his flute. One day^ 
sixteen hundred hlooming milk maids of the 
(dace (who Irid all along longed to he the nils* 
tresses af Krishna) were ^idiilging in aqiiaiic 
diversions in the river, wh(‘n the cunning Go I 
who WHS lo inging in the ad joining p>ir(e>'i'er, 
went to the hink, and hid all the clothes 
which iIkv li-id left ilte e, previous to llicir eii- 
jovinrihe plev|«nreofswimnii ig,and he climb¬ 
ed a/tfef-brerbpii'jio tree, to hiiiig hlnshcs on 
their fu'es. After miioli entreaty and snppli- 
oatinn the milk-maids received hick their ap¬ 
parel, but Ilia sight of Krishna was so very 
alluring and faseinatiiig, that they all expresed 
a wish to marry him. The gracious God not 
willing to turn a deaf car to their solicitation's, 
dcsised (hem to meet him on the approaching 
fiill-ninon night in the enihowered .shades of 
Nieonejo-bone. wlieie lie pioinised to excliaiign 
wiili ttieni the vovvs of friendship and love. In 
pursuance of this intiintiiion, the liean eous 
idilk-inaids repaired lo that rmal spot on the 
appointed night. The face of liie .sky was 
eal'ii and s'-rene, the silvery nioonheams 
gently danced on the rippling rills and riv ii- 
lets ; the arhoiirs of Nicoarjo bone nliniinded in- 
sweetest fragrance ; the valleys and the wood 
lands were earpetied with flowers of the richest 
hue, thei melody nf hinls and the hum of 
iifsects were exquisite an I delicious, and tiieio 
were so many graces an I atlr-iciions in tlie 
.scenery of that night, tliai the whole of Rinda- 
6 'tne seemed wrapt in a mantle of lovelin -.ss. 

Ill sneli a night as tliis was Krishna a)>sorli- 
ed in joy an'l inerri nent with his dearest 
mistresses, and enjoyed every pleasure of 
conviviality and love. To preserve from 
oblivion, siieh a glorious act nf this deily, the 
Hindoos cnnimciiiorate it every year in an 
nstentalioiis way. The place wheie the image 
nf Krishna and that of his “ Radika fairest” are 
worshipped, is adorned with flowers, birds, 

8 c,c. of soth, and no efforts are left untried to 
make it apoear liRe Nieopjo-hoae. The tamisha 
is exUihiled three days and three nights, du¬ 
ring which the natives amuse themselves with 
.songs,-music and feasts. 

Ill Awp'a'x the Natives make on a certain 
dav a medley of new rice, jaggrey, rolag sooUe 
and (oo/s|* and invoke‘the souls nft'ieir de¬ 
ceased ancesiois.hy dint*of their Poi^okits 
munterttn feel iliere.iiimn The eiemonv is 
called Nob'&no. In this month Gonnh .looonee, 
ortho GotlSess Ooorga, sitting with her son 
Oonesh in her lap, is worshipped. It lasts 
only one day. 

At the end of PoHse, the Hindoos lie their 
beds, chests, almirahs, boxes, windows, ami 
veneliann with straws, wound up to^ellicr for 
(he purpose of being fortunate in ilie world. 
The last three davs of this month are tledical- 
ed to eating pelahs and sofonchakless (a sort of 
cake) whose luscious flavour is always grnte- 
fnl to the native palllte, and tasted with no 
slight smacking of lips add display of jaws. , 

l^lie poojah of Sertawute (Goddess of learns 
ing) takes piftdb in a very pteasani- 
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ttionth In CntenttR. Tliffi f^oddeM iir of a white 
colour, and is reprcilcntcd as dancinjf with a 
liai p III hand in a tinrdeii of lotuses ieeiiiinj; 
Willi liuiiiiiiiiii' Itees and hokeel'ts iiitMin^ wiili 
the (;ciillo llnucrs of MMah* Alter llii- 
Fooroolilt has L'hiiiiiiled llio nei'essary niunlen 
for her iiivoeaiinn and Itittl a heap oltiliiweis 
at her feet, the male woisliippeis stand before 
her with folded hads, inploiiiiK her diuine 
te^ to pour wisdom into their mindsi It is the 
liiiii convietiwn of the native| that all know, 
ledge and philosophy emanate from HHeranwaii, 
and those to whom she is piopitious distin-' 
gnisli themselves in the boundless field of in- 
tellcut. With this goddess, inkstands, pens, 
and such other iinpleineiils of iniellcciual war- 
faie are annually worshipped. Some of the 
tliiidoos do notlhink it proper to eat ))lnms 
befoie this poojah; but,they aie all of opviiion, 
that walking, riding, or taking trips, is iiidis> 
peiisibly necessary on this occasion. We 
tliereloic see llicni in htukahs or boats on this 
da>, caieering dot^n to Uaulee Khaul and 
AhcAanuck, tlieie to despoil the poor hiishan’d* 
men of their hcans and fruits, as well as to 
aniuso themselves with a hoarse jargon of 
tuppas and cobbees» 

In Fauhjoon the Dhole Jultva creates a sensa¬ 
tion am.mg the natives. Previous to thecom- 
iiienceniciit of this tamasha a chachur^r a huge 
mass of hiniboos and clay placed in an erect 
poniiiou in compounds or public roads is burnt 
H nil two ranis of pounded I'ice.in rommemoration 
ol Krishna's valoiii in deslioying two giants. 
On ihe iievt day Krishna and liadekanvo swung 
ill nckowkee, wlicii heaps of aubeer and koinn~ 
kooni arc flung upon tliein, and all the bigot- 
led Hindoos become exeilod to dirty each 
Ollier's clothes with this disagieca^le stiilf. It 
is recoded in Srimnt Vaujfhbiit that Krishna 
gratified himself and his sixteen hundred milk¬ 
maids willi this pastime in a Dutenah, wfiilc lie 
was in liindaboiie. nn i iUe object of ^epealingi 
this amusement of ih^t worthy God with evefy 
feeling of devoltutisind piety, is merely lo 
conciliate his kin .ness aiid«iiive. Dhole Jul¬ 
tra is corilinuedlliree day.s, during wiiicli peri¬ 
od cotisiderahle feivuur of eiiihiisiasin ap¬ 
proaching to madiic.ss i.s evinced in liarrnsing 
all ** iicai, tiimly dressed" persons with show- 
uis of aubeer and t^imiric powder. ^ 

Doortjttist again Worshipped in CAio'fro un¬ 
der the itenoiiiinatioii of ifasuMfe,*biii there is 
not much pomp and pageaiifiy uitc/fidaiit on the 
celehratioii. A few <la>s belore the end of this 
muiith, laltling of dhaks is to be heard in all 
tlicslreeis ..f Caii!iitla,and groupsofsemaseesare 
4 o be seen going and coming t-ack from the ri¬ 
ver, wiili fans and boring rods in hands. It is 
iiiciiiiiboiit oil thc.se iatialic.s who thus piepare 
to encounter the hardships of Vhurruek-poojah, 
to visit cveiy day a4emple of Mohadeoa, and to 
abstain from animal and vegetable tood alto- 
{Tether from the date of dieir coiiiinencing the 
Sonnash till it is oonoluded. Three days be- 
Tore the Churuck-poojah, tiie sonnasees ^Talk in 
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the roads with tranches of thorny triaea te 
lliclr hands on which they leap from a high 
plcin^, in order to convince the spectEtors w 
their having gained supernatural ahililiesow- 
iftg to their devoting themselves to tlie adora- 
iioii of A7iei>o, ns well ns to (otm an iiuimato 
ennnexioii with tliat Gnd by toitiiriiig their 
own bodies. On ilie next day U*ey falloa 
knives and iofee#froni elevated •inges ot bam- 
*ipo.s, tlirovving at intervals cocoanulsand bellt 
against the nearest beholders. At night tliejr 
all go^o Ka//(y/«aul with boiing rod.s, spades, 
crows, dngger.s, &c. and perforate with these 
some parts of their bodies, and return home 
dancing and jumping in aji exulituil air. On 
tlie mnrning of baunforah, or boring, .all the 
eeraad/ifi, ten aces and roads are uncommonly 
crowded. Gajauns, consisting of flag-bearers, 
lotu-iom beaters, songsters, toniasak^ wallahtf 
attired in most grotesque and (aniasiic habits, 
and exhibiting sometimes mo.st indecent spe¬ 
cimens of tlieir iirollciency in bulloonery^and 
stionasees moving with dexterity tbe iron in- 
striiiueiilsS pierced into llieir bodie.s, while 
sotiio of them clouding the proces.sioit with 
volumes of smoke aiising from the constant 
oflering of incen.Ne on the fire blazing in their 
saulholres,* parade in the public stieets by 
the Iiehest natives, with a degree of sVIf-piide 
and consciousness of superiority in tlie consi¬ 
derable dislinrscineiit ot llieir^ wealth lor the 
ciieouragenicnt of sue.li fooleries. Figures of 
mud and paper, manifesting not the slightest 
effort of imaginalion or art in their formation, 
arc not uncoiniiionly added to the tainashato to 
augment its relish. But whatever irieans may 
bo"i esorled lo, to encliance the comic viitiies, 
there is nothing in it that can be worthy the at- 
fenllon or lo attract tlie curiosity of enlitJIUmed 
men. The perforation of limbs, the shedding 
of blood, and lacerating the woundiyl parts 
from a mi.stakenl*idea of securing the good 
.will of N/i/ea, are scenes that cannot but bo 
revoliing lo our fe^iiigs, and fill onr minds 
with horror. Some of the sonnasees areoaid lo 
have hoicd their bodies vritli bayonets, swords, 
snakes ai^l dakiesf of no small breadth. 

On the next day churrnck-pauck (a largo 
piece of wood with two or three bniuhoos tied 
at its top) isCixeil. At sun-set a tumultuous 
lahhle g.ithers around this* swinging post, 
when the c/iwrii/isys.t animated by the nmsiu of 
dhauks n»y\ dholes ru.sh to ibe glory of having 
their hacks hoied with a piece of iron, where¬ 
with a strong rope being lied, they are sent 
above one at a time, where they move about 
their legs and bauds, sliewing an utter dis¬ 
regard to tbe pain they are labouring under. 

The Patfoboje takes place the next day in tlio 
morning. Some ofllie sannajee* fall prostrate 
on the roads,, which if, perhaps, meant as a 
finishing stroke lo their labours, indicative of 
their zeal for religion, and then take their 


* • SaiU-hotet means a succeosive number of iroa wiiee* 
with which the loiiHiiiees bore iheir ribs, 
f Dalu^ is E soft of griii'hng rnachtEA 
% Er« thoM thit •vriag* ^ 
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, nsDftl meal to invigorate their exhansted 
framee. In the evening a mela is held •near 
JBowaneepoor* where all classes of persons re¬ 
pair to witness the sprinkling Of vehicles, the 
modest features of Hindoostanee biebeet, tl>e 
array of tiirbanded Kkottat, the careless march 
of speefators, the srrnndear of the iazar and 
the sublime image of Kali, 

I have dwelt here on the poojahs, which have 
been usually adopted by the Himloos ns ttie 
best means of rising to the pinnacle glory, 
'and ai riving at the goal of genuine happiness. 
Besides these, there are a few more, which no 
less engage the ntlenlion of the parties whom 
they ronctfrn. The (ishcrmen adore Macaul, 
{God of rushes; the wooilmon and the residents 
in jungles, worship Kaloo Rng and Duekin Rag 
(Gods of feline species); the Hindoo mothers 
pay their liGiiiagc to Soste{\ ortectress of chil¬ 
dren) and ;>uR( 7 m»on (deslro>cr of children); 
and persons involved in diHicullics and dan- 
g< rs'rcvere Soobachoonee for hettciing their cic- 
ciiinsliinces thioiii:li her inHiience. Jiiitthe.se 
being all of an insignilieant charactir, it is not 
neceiisnry’ to expatiate on them. 

I am afraid, it will appear from these “ ink¬ 
lings”, tliattlie geneialily of the Hindoos have 
for a consideinhio period hcen immersed in 
superstition and imino'fality and laliouring 
under innumerable prejudices and fallacious 
notions, lint let it not he thought that sucti a 
sad picture will ever continue to harrow up 
tlie feelings of the fiicntls of improvement. 

The light of knowledge that has begun to 
dissipate the clouds which had darkened the 
face of India from time immeinnrial, is destin¬ 
ed to attain its meridian glory and " shine more 
and more unto the perfect day.” Schools and 
colleges have been established in many parts 
of Hindho.stan', and the reports that have been 
given of the progress of the pupils are general' 
ly of a most (latleriiig nattrro. The intelligent 
portioq^ of the oalivo community now seem to 


appreciate their own rights and privileges, 
and (U'c co-operating willi the Government to 
promote thetause of education, and support all 
'useful objects and undertakings. The Agri- 
EJurticnltnral Society are making most strenu¬ 
ous elToits to rouse the apathetic natives to 
the img,ortanl ta.sk of ameliorating the iigriciil- 
tiiral resources of their country. The Asiaiio 
Society arc eiirinhing Indian lore and drU'iising 
a knou Icilge of arts and sciences. The lauda¬ 
ble cxcitions ^f the Steam Cb>*uoiiitee for 
faeilitating the iiilereourse between GiCat 
Britain and India will, in all proliahilitr, be 
crow.iied with success. The estahlishiiient of 
(he Medical College will eventually put an 
end to all (|iiarkcry, and contribute to the ad¬ 
vancement of the country in civilization and 
learning. In whatever point of view we may 
tioiisijder )he anticipations of patriots and phi- 
lanthrophists as to the regcticiatinn ofHiiidoos, 
we find that tliey aie by no in"U!)s utopian as 
issupposesl hy .some. We know that coiiiiug 
events cast their shadowsbefiwe. 

•The efi'iilgcnee that has already brightened 
the midnight darkness of this land of igno¬ 
rance, “ eannnt again he qoenehed; it is ficn 
and open and nrcessihle a.s the air we breathe.” 
We .see ttiat oiir country is now placed on a 
mijcli more favourable fooling tlian it was at 
any time bcfoie, and ttite/Z/^eace is fast .spread¬ 
ing ifselC aniaitg the nalivc.s. Tlie periort, 
therefore, nannot he far away, when she will 
enjoy the glnriesof nioralilv and eivilizalion, 
and wear a spectacle delightful to every eye. 
Calcutta, Aug. 28 , 1837 , 

P. S.—The wiilcr of these papers craves the 
indulgence of the public for the iuipci feclinn.* 
that in.iy have crept into them, as al.so for the 
lypcgiaphical eirors which liave appeared al¬ 
most ill cveiy niiriiber, and rendered many a 
sentence qifite ungrammatical and unintelli- 
gihlc. But, good readers,kindly oveilook the.se 
faults,Sior neidier himself nor the worthy gen- 

t ilemenoi \\\o I're.ss arc yet so clever as Crie/Uon, 
^0 adieu.—fn^ZMAman. 


■ . * 
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A correspondent’of the Delhi Gazette, has agi¬ 
tated the question of military flogging, and 
thnugli we do nottliinkitisa pnnisliiiicnt likely 
to be dispensed with, yet so long as a part outlie 
Indian army is suhjcoi to it, whilst otlierain the 
aame regiment aic exeinpl, it is right that the 
attention of the piihlio should be occnsinnally i 
called to such an extraordinary inoilo of en¬ 
forcing discipline, to which we know cf no pa¬ 
rallel,'unlc.s.s wesnppx.se the Christian dritin- 
iners and privates in the Indian hrinv, perform 
the part of whipping boy, a funclinnary wliose 
vioaiioiis piinisliinent used tostricke terror in¬ 
to the hearts of our princes when they bad 
themfelvef transgressed. * 

The remarl's of (he Delhi Gazette's oor- 
reipondent on the deoepUoas practised in 


recruitiifg, are, wp fear, ht^too well ilcseped; 
they must have a,tendency to infuse diseohient 
into a sarvitee viditcli they find very different 
from what they had been led to expect. But as 
oiir Government never can introduce a con¬ 
scription, how Are men to be obtained for such 
a service ns ours? We find that recruits are 
never wanting for an irregnlar expedition., 
TJie Brili.sli legion was easily filled up with 
volunteers, tlioii^li the men must have known 
that they had nodiiiig to hope for from the li¬ 
berality of the Spanish (government, iitit a 
service of that l^jnd is considered temporary, 
the period of enrolment is short, anti the ad¬ 
venturer thinks he can get away if he dislikes 
it. Nut so the British army ; the necessities of* 
eoloniat servioe require Jong periods of enlist* 
meut; the expense of sending home*those - 
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whoKiB lime had expired would be loo p'reatlf 
the term were ehurt. But Ute indaceuienti held 
out to join the army arc so itma II that, as the^ 
schoolmaster progresses, it will become more 
and more diflieiilt to procure recruits. Yoiihg 
men who can maintain tliemNelvos at home 
will not be indiSf^ed to enli'^t, and iho army 
will be forcc'd to fill up Us ranks with men ol 
irrc);ulnr habits and bad cliaraclcrs. The sys- 
Icni of dist;i|ili[i(‘, ihercfoic, so far frwai beinp; 
relaxed, wilHprobably have to Jte drawn tijrlil- 
er, as tlie indnucincnls to enter the army bo- 
come less. How is this to be avoided ? only 
we ibiiik by snlisiitn.in^ rewards fur punisli- 
menls. And bow can that be done, so lonjf as 
the Troy arisinci acy look to every commission 
ill the army for their own families? It has lieeii 
('itea in evidence that soldiers in };eiieral are 
not willing; to accept promoiinii; but*tlii!konl\ 
shews tiiat ihu class recruited fiom is unfit for 
it, or that promotion is rendered undesirable 
by other cireuiiistaiiees. But tliere are other 
modus of rcwariliiiiv'men hcsidcs rank. The 
lliitisli Indian army nii<;ht he recruited for 
special service in this country, and a condition 
of that service mit;lil he, eligibility after a cer¬ 
tain term of service, to the vait nainher of 
coiiifortahle situations which sire now other¬ 
wise disposed of. India is held by military 
tenure, and for that reason we think every re¬ 
ward uii!;lit to be given to the niilitai^ that is 
cuinpalible wilb its good Government. 


ft would be no hardsliip to any candidate for 
oflice in this country, that the first question 
put to him should be, how long bavo you serv¬ 
ed the slate in anus ? 


If, instead of lying accounts of the riches to 
be obtained by ilie iiloiidcrof Iinii.i, a list was 
made of all llie olllucs and gsiiployiiitrits siiita- 
Ue to the soldier, and tlie Governmentoven to 
jiledge itself not to give these to any utbers, 
so long as snidiers ciitild be found niialilied 
who bad completed llieir ■ eriod of’servicc^ 
(ivliiitever that might |je)astrt)ng inducement 
would be held nut to respectable young men to 
enlist, and a still greater inducement would 
beereated for steady good eoiidiict during the 
period of service. Hope is one of the mos 
lioweifniof liumati ni'iiives, and oniild scarcely 
fail to produce its fulltilTeot under i^uli cir 
cums^nces. * , 


But with regard to the total abolition of (log¬ 
ging in the army and navy, we own that we do 
n It see how itcan be efTeoted, without the sub- 
stiliiiion of somethig worse. We have lately 
had occasion to remark, that soliiary confine- 
iWbiit led to incnralile.disease in this ciiiqate. 
No doubt, the punishment of Hogging has been 
greatly abased, and the dismission wiiinh has 
taken place, will assuredly have the elTect of 
eliecking this evil. elThe more itisoonflned 
4a oases really requiting severe examples, the 
more ellicacious it will be* but it is very dilH- 
eujttosay how offleers could enforce a s|yere 
discipline, rendered perhaps doubly irksome 
by'fatigite and privations, if Miey had not 
■ome mob method. Even the Bmrhtsrvk. it for 


m 

mhstitating death in extreme oases. Pereoiul' 
acc&stomed to the habits of civ^l life, are too' 
apt to consider the necessary severity of ami* 
litary service, as wanton cruelty. They for*' 
g#t tliat dn army or navy is a machine, wliioh 
can only work when all its parts are in order, 
and that habits of minute and ready obedience 
are essenti,il to its .scciirily. We nyist not rea* 
sun. theterore,on military piiniehments,as wo 
would on these ofeivil,society. Tlie state may 
go on with perfecl liannony, tlioiigh eveiy in- 
dividtmt is left; but, in an army, iiksniite and 
disagreeably duticsuiust bo )ietpelaallv eiifor* 
eed fur tlie safety of the wliole. It is this 
wliicli makes tlie question ipie of so^nineb difli* 
cully ; yon cannot reason with men, when tlio 
coiiseqiieiices of their condmu are to fall upon 
their cuinradcs—nut upon themselves. Pnnish- 
nient iniist be irillicted, nod liieii it hccomes 
merely a question—of what kind of pnni.sliinent 
IS the most eiricactous. The .siilferdigs of tho 
individual arc not the Brst coiisiderniion^ hut 
the efl’ect, as an example, ntherwise wosliould 
not find il>o advocates of the nbolilion of (log¬ 
ging recommending death. It is urged, that 
corporal punislimenlisdi.sgraecful; we say, all 
puoishmeiit is disgrai'cfiil, ami ought lobe dis¬ 
graceful, otherwise it would lose its most im¬ 
portant use. Thousands would bo found who 
would volunteer to heXr the lash, or inueh se¬ 
verer pniii, if honor was to be gained by it. 

Unt there again we have a reason why this 
puiiislinient is licttcr adapted to military lhaa 
to civil life. The inlliclioii in the latter is a 
pennaiient and indelible disgrace, be¬ 
cause we are not so brought together 
that siihscquent good conduct could be 
known to alone for former dulinqt»enny. 
Nut so in a military service; owery man's daily 
conduct is known to his comrades as well ns 
to his siiperiurs.^nd it depctids'on hiliiscif to 
etl'ace all reniembratice «f former luiscoiuliict. 
4i has accordingly his|>pcned, as we have seen 
*hv the evidence hefuic the Coininissioners of 
Enquiry, that Hogging has nut prcvdiited siib- 
•seqiient promotion. With regard to the test 
proposed latlhe Delhi Giizeltes corruspoiidcnt 
as to the eH'uuts of tins piuiislimeiii in shorten¬ 
ing life, nothing coultl be iiioie fallasiniis, as 
it must liappesi, that the great majority of puti- 
ishiiients fall to the lot of nfen of the most 
irregular habits, who are very likely to he 
early virliius of their own exces.scs ; solitary 
eonlinemept, as we liave already seen, iinder- 
iiifnes an unimpaired constitutioa.— En^lUh- 
man*0^. 11. t 


Thesnbjeetof military pnnishment is one 
of siich vast iinportanoe, that we makene 
apology for recurring to u in reference to an 
article wc quote from Wednesday's Enylith- 
man. Our morning coniempurary is ol opi¬ 
nion, tllal the punishment of the ln.sh is not 
likely to be dispensed willi. We, on the eon* 
irary, think it is, and parlieiilnrly in this areav, 
lertlio reasons we have alreatl| assigned, 
and in that opinion even tho now ultra Con* 
Eomtive Tunes coooara. It may be, that Ml 
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«imfuiii!«iT4<|H:«iH]|lMBoi! tbf pnaMmciit 
«flli« Uuh,«dlfloi|tider that it will be vain 
49 iiop>« anj! aatansive improVeineot in the 
lyoral tone j)f anr army, .while a puaishmevt 
•0 niterijr dejtradinif, eo destructive of proper 
‘ iiianiy pride, is continued. In vain is it con¬ 
tended, that this punishment may be so re- 
guiated and lifiited, that no good soldier will 
be liable to it: while the power to iniUct it 
continues, the best men in the service may 
become subject, so long as they are subj^ot to 
be commauded, as they frequently are, by 
young, thoughtless, inexperienced men, oi 
by military martinets; and the very knowledge 
that snph a'piinishtnent could be iuHinled I'or 
^ disrespectful word or look, perhaps,—that 
it U one of the means held iiiilispensablo to 
the maintenance of servere dicipline, is siifli- 
oient of itself to deter a better class of men 
than those who now enlist Irora entering the 
service. Our extrema case is one of excep¬ 
tion,'and of rare occurrence, whioh beats witli 
it its own justifiGation ; but by no means goes 
to the extent of proving, that if flagging be 
abolislied, dealli is tlie only substitute. The 
question of secondary punishments, both 
ill civil and military life, is one of consider¬ 
able difltculiy ; and there is, indeed, no less 
difliciilty in ulitaining etStdeiice oi’experienced 
men, free fr«im prejudice, in favour of a sys¬ 
tem wliicli lias l•l■lg oliiained. There is no 
fallacy more prevalent, none by which even 
intciligeiil minds arc more apt to bo ted away, 
than that of the cunt hoc or post hoe, ergo propter 
hoe. All attempts to reloriii aliiisc.s, whicti 
bnve long existed, are coutinually met with 
this fallacj. Take the case of our great pub¬ 
lic scBools lor example. Propose to change 
the system in llfl in, yon are met with the old 
fallacy—“ Sep bow many great men they have 
sent out* into the woild I as ilk pedagogues and 
schools could ever make man, liowe\er, they 


blockUeaiJs per umlra is wholly left out of 
consideration.’' So it is in the army :—talk of 
abolishing flogging, you aie answeie<l, “ My 
dear Sir, the thing’s impossible ; aisli, he.sidcg, 
can that system be had under which our men 
have so’gloriously fought and conqueretl.” 
Yes, we would say, it may—it i#. A system 
ofwrhicli a demoralizing puiiislinient forms a 
part, can not be good. Oh ! but iuls expetii- 
ent. Expediency, the tyrant’s plea, is as odi- 
Otis and unsatisfactory here as elsewhere I and 
how is this expediency proved ? By induction 
from nutiieroiis and carefully registerq^ facts, 
dispersed over a long period and oceuriing 
oiiMr vniious circiimjitaiines ! no ; but chiefly 
from the opinions of men who have never seen 
any thing of any other ayslem, and even those 


iaiaati|« •taUstim, onti no caote^b fom 
a oooceptton era we enter on sueb sto^M ^ 
'file numerous cironmstances which H ia euan-. 
tiai to consider, in order to arrive at a safe 
conclusion. Thus, for example, without such 
carelul^ovestigaliiin, it wodl4 be very natural 
to infer, IhtUas civilization tfdvanced, and the 
numhers of a peoplejnereased, the proportion 
of births tgiB marriage would iticrciise ; hut the 
fact is nut so, t^ie uiimh’er of huths decreases, 
and the augmeihaiion of number is produced 
by the dimiiiiiiion of deaths, “the uneiring 
stgo of iniproveincni now, where are we to 
refer to the mililiiry statistics, which j igtify 
tiie^weepiiig cuiielusion in favour of the pu- 
nishment of the lash. Solitary conriricirieni, 
w’o arc told, leads to incurable di.seasrs'. 
Veryjmsjible; but how is that asccriained ? 
Many men may, after solitaiy contiiieinrnt, 
have been alllictcd with incurable di.sease.s ; 
but it would nut followr, that solitary conline- 
rnent was the caii.se of those diseases,and even 
if no other cause could be discovered, and the 
inference wcie admitted, a question would 
still arise, wlielher the kind of solitaiy con- 
liticment iiiilieted, might not he in some degree 
so mod I tied as to pi ev cut llie (fleet which is 
alleged to anise from tliis piuiiNhinent. Some 
of the co/yVcIiouscs we have seen in this coun¬ 
try, apio'iied to us not ncaily siillicicntly 
ventilated, and placed in siuin(ioii.s which 
exposedthcni to the sun at all liouis, so that 
the heat in them must of itself be siillicient 
to engender disease. Ofcoiiise, if men aio 
immured in ovens, such an elleci will follow. 
It is by a very similar pioeess that gourmand* 
give turkeys the liver compliiini, thesuwllen 
liver being a truly epiciiieiiu morceau ; I iii the 
baking piuce<s i.s not at all iiidi.spensalilc to 
solitary cAiifineiiKviit. Into this and inariy 
other con.vidciniiuns, llie advneates of flog¬ 
ging ttre hound to enter cre they can int.ke 


mixht mar gicatinoii! ^hile the nuiiihcr onuiit tlieir rase. There are other imnislimeiiis. 


moieovcf, t esides solitaiy eoiifliieineni, with¬ 
out flogging; add we ,wi.sli tube infoiiiied, 
inureuver, whv, «if solitary conflneincnt has 
been cleatly asuerlained to pioduce laial dis¬ 
eases, it should still be, us it i.s, cunliiiued ? 

All punishment, we are told, is degrading. 
Not exactly. A re|>r(in8n(l, a sli>ppa.ie of 
spirits, ^1 extiu drill, aic not degtuding; 
while the punisliinent of the lash, tliV ex¬ 
posure to 4)0 seized up and flogged at the 
iial‘'erts inutile piesence of liiindicds, like a 
erimitial at the cart's tail, is the very lowest 
degradation to wliicli fice and civilized man 
can t'C suhjeeiod ; and lie who dors not feel 
it to be so, is not woilliy to be a soldier. W.e 
may observe loo, that flogging is not only a 


opinions are opposed»’by some men of equal degiadiog hut a cruel and revolting punish- 
experience, though the majority of military meni, as few of those who have witnessed it 
evidence is, as might be expeoled, in favour often enough, to judge of jt w ithout becoming 
of Wio lash. Yet upon such iosuflieientgiounds inured to a qpeclacle so revolting, must, 
is it aHumed, that in the army the only acknowledge. « 

adequate secondary punisment, the only snIT- ... . .t. a ^ 

~|,uUi for that of death, is the degrading in- Wfi-Vigreo with the JJagfisAmon, that the test 
Mon of tbi lash!! If we would deduce a law proposed by Ijte Delhi Gazette t correspon- 
'potUicaJ or Moiftl oeoaomy, we feel the aepl, to agoertaiqthe eSeoUtbp panfslunoot 



Tlfcft 


«f {a sboifteftliqr Ute, 

voQld prove niB^oiiii for the reason is^n< 
ed; hot has noube pnnlshment itoelf a ten< 
deoey to drive men to Intemperate habit 7--? 



asniaa one* AaiHiiA 4e very 
reehless* Some twyi,' #ot» bet-the t e—n iw - i gi » 
of me panishineitt to pcodiioe fliat reeali’ si# 
take to be obviottS.'oflWdara, Oct. 13. %. 

I • 


THE'opium question. 


Are-snleof Opinm, consistTne of Mr. Co 
hen's fnrreitcil lots rikI the uneleared porlioi 
of the quantity assit^ned to the Fienidi Go 
vcrnmeiit, took pluce to-day. The quantity 
put up wns 697 chests of Patna and 163 chest, 
of Benares, to$;cther 860 cliests, and tlioii»l! 
deposits nr promi.s.soiy notes (chielly the for 
iiiei) to the ainuiint of 1,099 Jto. per*lot,> were 
taken in the room from eveiy buyer at the 
time of re!>isterin}r his purclinse, the sale went 
off at prices tully fquai to those of the day in 
the hazar, and 'we (foneeive hi»lier considcia 
bly than the present aspect of the Chinn milr- 
ket warrants the expeetation of realiziti}! 
tliere. The first lot of Patna wns knocked 
down to the rich kotee of Liichmecliuiid Ra- 
dakissen at 1,185 R»., wiiicli was llie highest 
price of the .sale, the next lot heiii;; sold at 
1,140 and the 6ih lot at 1,139, tlie luinimum ; 
the average of the Patna Opium wa.si{l»-. 1,149 
per chest, while the Bciiates nveraired Re-. 
1088-1 7, raiii'in;; from 108.5 to ltl95 R»-. pei 
chest. The piihlic revenue realizes hy Ihi- 
sale 9,78,219 rupees, which is rather better 
for the Slate, (and lor “ the poor army" loo, 
whose pay is dependant upon the public reve 
niie,) than if alt tlii.s opium had keen burnt, 
as sii}’ge,sted by the Uurkaru last month. 

The sale occupied mn^ than two honrs- 
aboiit live lioics as mind^pace as would havi 
been lequired to ^et Ihroiixh the same auiiibei 
of eliesis under the old plan. The piitchaser.s' 
weie all of a .substantial class, the iV-iioi.sitiixf 
of ileposits haviiiK the elfceWof exc|ii<luiK flit 
cuiiiinon bazar buyers, whoymerely speciilati 
upon ihe chance of re-selliii^ on llie spot 
We observed that the Covenanted Olficer win. 
picsided was furnished with a list of defaul¬ 
ters’sanies, hut no per oti liable to rejecilon 
on that account oil'ered himself as a bidder. 

» • 

AH theoverdne opium of'the February sale 
was paid up yesterday. The anTosint, we are 
told, wns about 10 iaklis.— Cahnata Courier, 
September 15. 


It "The possession of the Malwx opium seems also In 
have led lu di>- adoption of a new pribciple in Itenpal. 
lii'ted of leetiicnag I'lXMluciitin to ceilaiii limits,Hi'. 
now said lo tie eiicouisigeil, 'i he colleetnrs of the l.in>i 
revenue me appointed to act as deputies to theopiuin 
agent, and alluwed a^roinniissiDu, on any iiic'ease of 
> proiliire raised in their di-trii'U. eWIieilier Ifiis be a 
change from bad lo better, or*lrum bad to worse, remains 
to be proved. In die mean lime one evil is ubviun., 
ft sanctions further iaiormeddlinf' by collectorsIKd their 
VtitablismeDis in tire private afTairs^iid labotttt of eul« 
‘tivaUoj^ rjrou.""—Fids Btcfcards’i indis. 


• 

'* PaiB. 38, and nngratefal Malwa ! To us'yon mvinly 
iweyoui pitfseiit elev.uion. After reductiun in tbs low*. 
St ebli uf exliansiion Irom I'lndaree invasion, we tor 
nany years suernured you and adminsie>ed to your 
'enuvation an aniiuui sum of suifte 20 in 25 lacs o1 ra* 
.Mses forllie a'lvaiii'emeiii of your cubivaliun, amt now 
vour prodiL>ality is our ruin. At one tnlfc it w.ia lieliev* 
ed, a leinedy had been lounil. Vain hope ! The di'u>ass 
:>ot too deep forerailicaiiuii and the Joss of Uuogil revs* 
>iiie leiiiaiiis iireirieialde.” 

Evtiact lionioiie ul 69 pnra.ofa lelts'signed Justus, 

■ nil whndi apiieared in the CatcuUa Cn'iiier, ipi tJlS 
IJil July, 1833, headed Oj>iiiiii vcisus liiUiuo. 

TO THE EDITOR Or TUB ENGLISHMAN. 

Dear Sir,—In yniir paper of he 25th ultimo, 
an ter theheiiii of" notice to r.orie.spoiitleiits,'* 

I ituly ohserveti your leiuarks to a Writer un* 
Icr the .signature uf Aovick. 1 suppose hit 
disintereeled counsel Ut y nn was, not to puhlisll 
any mure letters uf mine, or tif Hajce M.ihu* 
iiud's. 1 am suriy ihuiigh you tliouglii proper 
to supnruss his obliyiny eommunicatioH, as I 
iiiiglit pel haps have been iible to give bim a 
inece of advice in reluin for bis insmuntionand 
itersonnlitif.nl least as far as I am eoiicei iieil. 
Wlialeter tDMCE or otlieis may iliiiik of iiiy 
letter of the 9ili July, I care very lilfle, l>o- 
■uiii.st; the idijeel has in p it^ieeu gained, for 
wliieli it was untlen i. e. Loid Auckland’s al- 
ieuliun lias bee>#ealleil to the subjeel ii allu(l» 
ed to; if in coii.set^f III o of my leliei. Why 
ilien it pioves, Mn Editor, you were quite 
light, in silliiiisiiig that liis LimNUp does 
‘Oiideseend to read thcActicrs tniieb appear 
III llie Enylishiuun newspaper, and it pioves 
lliai 1 wi!^ quite wrong in (loiilitiug llic laet. ~ 

A eirciilar has, I hear, heen i..siiod fioiii he* 
low, a copy of whiedi has been rbeeiveil at 
‘'huprn, calling on (he magisiiale of the ail- 
joiiiiiig district of Saniii lo ifinke most miniiie 
eiiquiricsdtilo the .slate of the crop., the grain 
ill store, the poor, and Ihe iiiortalily from star* 
yalioii or uliolera, and then to repoit the rC'* 
suLt. The circular, however, enlls only for 
iiiltirigolion, but dues not sanction (he slight* 
est relief. If any tiling like a true report bo 
sent from Ibis district (j'or 1 uiigiiie the ciicu- 
lar has lioeii sent to the magislraie of Tiihoot) 
llie reliiilis under the head of starved to death 
will iiciirly equal tliudb of died from,cholera. 
If Government really does get in answer a iriie 
stateiiieiil of all the questions given, I am 
qiiilili sure it will be one of a most appdling 
nature. The retiiins ftoni this and every dis* 
^rict should all be piihlished in delfti-l, ilint 
thone who know someihinif of (be real state'of, 
matters may see wlietiier the qAesUons .mIumI 
' are Idbiked or not. o. 
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THIS OPIUM' QUESTION. 


We hare been all ttinch surprised—not pnlj 
aurprised bui^astonished (as a gentlema^r in 


' boards) at tlie^^enerortr^ and benevolence display 
ed bv Government in ;>rauiiti^ to the *poor dft- 
4re«sed opium gamblers in Calcutta, the small 
and iiisi|>nificHnt sum of thirty lacs of rupees. 
Do, ifil bcrPossible.Mr. Editor, comply with 
your eorresposrdent Qi<i:ry’s request, contain¬ 
ed in your paper of the .30th ultimo (reccive/i 
In-day) apd let us have the piiblieatinn of 
** the opium refund petition,'* nUn, liy hdbk or 
by crook, let us liave the Government minute 
end council orders, nnd the preamble if there 
be one 


accounted to Government for one anna of their 
gains *by former purchases? If not, I sapt 


the civil service onee wrote to one of yiclffose we may live yet long enough to be 


" Graciouia heavens 1 chops nnd tomatn 
eaucf! for tiitisi|f>e.s Sorjeant Uiizfoz exclaim, 
afier quoting Mr. Pickwick's note, in the 
midst of the most nflVciing appeal to a jury, I 
ever read (Vide Eaidell v. Pickwick) not even 
saterind except Mr. C. Phillips inGulhire v. 
Sleiiic. 1 can only lift up my hands and ex- 
claim, “ .oraciuus heavens! tliiity lacSUo opium 
gambhrs !" What does the Rev. Archdeiicon 
Dcaltry say now to opium ? lie once wintc 
sensibly eiiong'h on the drug, and why was that 
paniplitc^siippre.s.sed ? But what will they say 
at home.’What will tliosf pious old ladies, the 
diiectors in Lcadenhall-street, say to this heiie- 
licical (lift? Thirty lacs to opium gnnilileis!! 
“ Hut theyre wen/ tough, as the loery old turke 
said to the farmer.'' Tliirty lacs, I .say nsaiii, to 
Opium ^aiiihlcis, and not one pice to tliesiarv- 
iiiii; poor, wlio liavo been forced to cultivate the 
diitgiCiiild not Goveriiiiicnt at once, when 
they licaid distress prevailed in Tirhoot nnri 
Sai Mil, have ordered up even one Inc of rupees 
ti he di'tiihuted;o the suirciing poor, ),heir 
own opium sla«es too, who arc- forced willy 
nilly to ^.low rtic poppy ? Not one paltry lac 
and yet give 30 lacs to a .set orgnmhiers ! Can¬ 
not yon puldish a list or^tlie ioriiinate gaiii- 
Llcia—“atliiity lacdisliibution list?” 

C-a . I 

The Government di'.nute on this frilling gift 
.must he rich in rcasoiiins; let ns ^licrefoie 
have it without fail. For the life of mo 1 ctiii- 
not make,out any reason in the thing. It 
Biiiells siiorigly of job ! job ! nnd ;io I take it 
the wlitile iiiaiter. is, and has been from first 
to last. Ilca.soii ! Whr Captain Parquharson 
of tlie Hunt/erford, who bought mV friend’s 
indigo % or 3 seasons ago, and lost a iao of 
rupees l»y it, iriiglii just as well demand this 
sum of the seller for compensation. The own¬ 
er of ilie Hurlaru, Mr. Samivel S—lli,nniglit 
just as well send in liis rlHim to Geverniiient, 
mid ask fur conipensaUoii for the loss he has 
iwsiained, nnd is likely to sustain liy liis pa- 

f icr’s having hren (loorfd, because people pre- 
erihe Englishman't good sense a-nd well writ¬ 
ten articles to the old Hnrkaru'e twaddle. If 
we never get to the true reason for this most 
astdnishing gift, we can only be on the fook 
out for some other proofs of the Government’s 
liberality. A quarter of the sum distributed 
U^eic militaiy offioers would, I am sure, be 
4||^ A leal boon. Frary,my dear Mr. £di- 
tflll^Tafbe opium specaiating gamblers ever 


ag,ain astonished nnd surprized, and oneof these 
Olid days we may yet witness llie very ertraor- 
dinary occurrence of lliei opium ganihlers 
band'inf over 30 lacks of rtvc'cs out of their 
prunis as present to Government. Novv in 
case there sliniild he a Nipal or a Burmese 
war, they Vill have a wmy nice opportunity 
of shewing llieySarc not uiigisitefVit. 

From all I have been aide to glean from the 
papers, one tiling seems prettvecriain, ilisl the 
piesent low prices are the consequence of over 
profkiction, and that the stock of npiiiiii ex¬ 
ceeds the wants of the China mniket. Such 
lieing the case i.s flic forced system of ••ultivati-. 
on, at present in use, still to conlintie ? Or is 
o[iiuin*naiV to he ciiltivated by tlie free will, 
and free will only of the ryot, as expressed in 
the regulations ? Ag'in arc ail the opium pe¬ 
nal laws still to I'ciiiain ? . 

The Government have at last, (however di¬ 
latory they may linvc been) seen the iniquity 
MfcoiUinuiiig the deputy opium agent and col¬ 
lector, as mngislrate ; hut they never will eoii- 
diiet their monopoly with fairness so long as 
the penal laws exist. 

It is a eiiiiniis woi Id we live in now adays* 
Because forsootli Iw o of ilie Siiddcr Aitmeans 
in lliis district have lieen discharged for In ihery 
anil eorriiption. Government sec lit In inerease 
lliesalaiies of this class of persons, and even 
talk of hestow'ing an order of merit. It will 
l>e an nrdertn promote l>iiherv and norniplinii. 
Ones the Government leally believe for one in¬ 
stant, iliat if a man will be and isa rnuiieni 5<)0 
rupees per mensem, llint giving biiii 2l)0 nipee.s 
mine w ill make an honest msinofliiin? I know 
not linw inatit SndilO' Aumeans may have l>een 
diselia^ed for raseality in other districts ; lint 
iliis I Icnow, that most of the natives in tliese 
^uirls, know Imw to get tlieir liiisiiiess sell led 
as jn days of yore, and he who holds the purse 
wins. *' c 

And now, Mr. lilditor, to concinde, “God 
bless tour liencvoleni eye-brow*,” tlie npiiiin 
gamlilers nnglit to slioiit out, w lienever llicy 
see tlie liglit of Lord Auckland's cnnntenance. 
r enn only say in the vvqiils of that ies|iecln- 
blo yniilh<Sain Veller, “ if j^our I.ordsliip had 
seen half the disirCss I lia\e witnessed incliis 
district, it tyould penetiate your innore..t 
heart and covie out again at the other side.” 

I remain, Mr. Editor, 

Ydur most obudent servant, 

Oliver Twist. 

Tirhoot, Sept, 5,1837. * 

[Englishman, September 16. 

We shonld have thonght that onr evening 
contemporary would have been content like— 

“ Little Jac\ Iloraer. 

Who sat in a corner 

Eating his Cbiistnas pie. • 

To put in his thumb • 

And puilWt a plum, • . 

And cry, what a good boy am 1.” « 



THE OPIUM 

'^nd would have pocketed for aelf or friends 
the '* Opium>bonas,”-willioiit nhalleoKiilK fur* 
(her dismission on the wisdom nr the jiistioe of 
the frrant or the eqtiitakleness of the division/ 
Hut his evil genius lias prevailed, and in the 
intoxiention of^ tjfiinniih; to tlie attninnient 
of Mhi -li, we ni^it liis talents weae ahl.) 
and porsevcrin^ly Uevoted, lie OKnin awakens 
piixlic altenlion to prnceedinirs whieli, it were 
lietter, i'orllieir nnllior’s sake, slioiild-bc erased 
froin the [ndiwa annals, or plnnj;ed ir<in>liound 
in the “ swatch” or any other unfallioniahle 
depth. 

“ The piihlin Revenue,” ho says, “ realizes 
bv the late sale 9,78,-240 rupees, whieli isj-a- 
ther hotter for the slate (and for the “ poor 
njiiiv” too, whose pay is depeudent upon the 
piihlic icvcnue) than if all the opium had been 
burnt, ns siifrtested by the Hur^nrii* last 
month.” Now, it would puzzle Cocker to iirid 
bow the Revenue'is bettered bv paying 30 
lakhs of rupees to jjet 10 lakhs. If the “ poor 
ariiiv” is to depentl upon an annual friiotiilea,* 
on this ptineiple, we opine, it will be “ pretty 
eonsidciably tarnation deal” poorer in a very 
few years. Our eoteniporary must shew that 
bad this npisim been put lip to sale, witlioni 
the “ boiiiis” having lieeii (jrantoil, it would 
not bate brought llie same amount as it now 
has ; and if lie docs .shew this, then is be im 
paled on the oilier born of the dilemm^, )<y bis 
proving that llie irovernnient measures liave 
foreed np the sale, by an intcifernoe unjust to 
the !;eiieral mercliaui, beyund the market 
value. 

We did not “ anpRCst” Inst month but we 
“ concluded’' the tSoverninent would hiirn 
tlie uncleared Opium, upon an impression, 
doiivcil from the riininiirs of the dav, that the 
sale of iincleni ed lots was j ^hnve Tieen can¬ 
celled “in Into,” anm^j^^uind granted to the 
purchasers of the pomon .shipped. In*tliat 
case, the tin owing of LOOO chests n^oil Ihe 
market would have lia^tU^efTect upon tliq| 
sale price of the l9,00(buhcstV to be brniiglil 
forward next season, not diifOTing materially 
in the ultimate sum realized tlian if they hail 
been burnt. 

By Hie way, we observe a letter in the 
EnjiUshman. under the ^signature of Oliwr 
T wisr which smells ^ery mtluii of V.ipsitiari 
Row, otherwise the writer must have been un¬ 
der a eiirious state of sopl|isiioatiiOji ; for he 
posively consideis or afl’euts to cqi|}sider our 
eoteniporary a doU'.ility combatant against 
the Opium “ lioniis,” instead of ilje Irimniiiig, 
sliiiflling Connsellnr Eitlierside, he has proved 
biin.selfnn Ibis oceasion as oil many oltiers. 
H(Vt whaLpailienlaily confirms the suspicion 
of iioine iiianutaciiire is an indecent and nn- 
warruntahle allusion to the proprietor of this 
paper hy name, and whieli comes in singular¬ 
ly strong contrast to life late ehiillition against 
peisonality on our having siiisply used the 
phrase of “ a teriter” in'reference to some 
stupid articles on Banking and Bills of^x- 
clfange which have lately appeared ii^the 
Eiffliiht^n. It is, however, a«me aatisfao- 
09 to fioa bjm tirivea to those extremities of 
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puffing. A thriving adventurer seldom eriao 
ro^ beef. 

^Ait wo will now tarn to oureotemiorary'e 
evn.sive skirmish on these subjects and 
slikll dismiss it in as few words as po.ssilile. 
We did not oall liiiii “ fool or block head, or o 
desperate sot,” as lie asserts, but we are not to 
>ilaine ifliis own writings make liiiii liable to 
llie “ soft impcnelinieiit.” Tlie|p is, however, 
niiotlier character we are disposed to give him, 
pi%siiniable from his iiialicinns but impotent 
elinigexof partiality against Mr. TnnlTe, in the 
“ tlinuglits and details on the high and low 
prices of the Inst thirty yeai.s,” which would 
stamp him, not indeed with inure wisdom, Imt 
more per'crseiicss. What \easnns* wo.wniild 
heg to ask, could in the iiatnrc of tilings have 
iiilliienced that gentleman “ to >inve given a 
one-sided view of the question,” and we fur- 
llicr heg 111 ask, if oiir eoteniporary knows- 
what the qoesiiun was ; for in our euiiscience 
we believe, Mr. Touke’s works are a sealed 
hook to him, and iliat lie has with liis uHiial 
efl'ronlery .ventured to ciiiieize opinions he 
has never read, and to depiee.iute iiiitlioriiy he 
had never heaid of, on s ilije. ts fur beyond 
the level of h s eoiiiprehensiuii. 

• 

III respect to Government issues, liis asser* 
tinii was, there was nt> occasinn to apprehend 
abuse except from a re^ilolioriury Government, 
and that our allusion to the nssignalcs, thero'- 
foie, did not hear upon the case of a “ Simon 
Pure” sort of regime like that of India. In 
reply, we pointed to Law’s a-heme and Dus» 
polio Fiance—to Russia—to Austria—to Den* 
inaik—and to Eoglaiid, at perioils ulioii the 
iiioiiurchieni piineipio was more or less pnw 
erfiil, and so leectiily as tlie mcmorahle reso* . 
Iiilioii of the House of Coiiinions. With iflTect- 
ed siin^ilieity nnr colcinporar^ nttrihuies all 
these errors to Goveriimcrils not iiaders^uding 
the iimnagemeiit of pap^-inoney. We make 
no such niealy-moulliiln icservats ms. We 
^licve there was in iirotiy iiistannes as much 
roguery as ignorance ; and woj^j^^JliMigain 
under any strong tern pheHIJIforsiip pus. 
ed expedieimy, where tlie popular voice wns , 
inadequnt^o control the executive power. 
Under what head shall we place the lialf-hat- 
la Older The allusion to Amerioa il a fai* 
line ; because* there, a nation was in arms 
struggling agnin.st.a Government for their 
lives and liligrties ; and iliere is no fcatnro in 
ooinmon with such asiate of things, and Ilia 
acts of a Sii-prenie and acknowledged Suver- 
ejgiit]^ “ So long,” says our colcmporary, “ as 
the GovQfnment do'not make a legal tender, 
over-issues can do little harm.” Now passing 
by the question of what li^ means by “lime 
harm,” %vill he tell us tlie prnhahle duration 
of the Goveriimeiii’s abslinenoe, if it once get 
its notes in extensive eir^iilation ? Although, 
authorities are “ assafcelida’' to him, we cariiiot 
resist the pleasure of calling his attention lo 
Mr. Fu^arton’.s opinions qn this matter. “A* 
gainst the will of the Supreme authority there 
cah be no such security. Granting every thing 
that can be said as to the more enlightened 
spirit which now prevails upon such subjeci^^v! 
and assuming the best possible atteftUoitp^ ’ 
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RtiH be Yftln to deny, that occasions of 
Bcoehslty or^siipiroseil necessity misht nyise, 
before wltich all first principles mould be W/-^:- 
ed to ftive way : that tlic very uncertainty oT 
tbe limiisto vtliicli an ivsiie of papi^- not 
tiwti'intelv cnnvertilile can lie safely carried, 
Wniitd iiirnid a pietevt to slight nbcrriitioii<t ; 
that use ^vnulil fniuilinrize the exiiedietil, and 
an inipiiisc a»> fiist tpnninneoiis hecnme xniin 
iriei«isiible from eaiices (crowing nut of its om ii 
aeiiitn. ^Tliere are inntiy here old en<iu;i;li* In 
renieiiiher the times iif the first Mahrat^a war, 
Ulten Tieasiirv notes were at a disonunt of ten 
..per eenl. in Giille.iittn, and the salaries of the 
Civil Serv^Htiis elcyen inonllis in arrears, ninl 
M'lio oan tell the extremes into wliicli Govern- 
tneiii, under such a-iressiiie of ilisiress ami 
with so tiiiiny incentives of policy workiiiir 
together, have lieen tempted to plunire, hail 
its previous liahils of litinnee facilitated the 
aulistitoiion Ilf assisiials for silver ? [Dcniral 
Dapk Papeis Our ca-teiniiornry is wrons: 
insupposing we know antthing of o ir own 
ktinwiedge, or even fiom the En^ydopHedia 
of the “ blue" dollars of Copenhagen ; lint wc 
liave some iccolleclion of llicir having caused 
a ceitain worthy Mr. Sicinliandt, a lit of the 
.*• W«e” (lev ils, a few years ago, and no w'on 
der, if'the depreciation was so great as i.s 
alleged., * 

Not being disciples of Monlinddo wo are not 
ealled it|ioii to defend the identilv of the 
•• *fi/iien»” and the ''hnma caudatus,” bin 
Wo cunfoss we slioiild hcine.lineil in pass oiir 
ncthor-ond under a very severe, serntinv. diil 
wo imagine for a moment the rclatinrisliiii was 
as close as that of a iiank Note and a Bill of 
Exchange. But the slight discomposure we 
have been thrown into hv llie possihilitv ofoiii 
ciileiiipoiaiy's'classiriealion heing colrect, is 
gelicv^,d atuiice by the reoullcetinn that natnie 
rejoices in an occasional f.evi-riiinn from her 
genetal rules ; nml tK*t he, no doubt, lias daily 
ticular dcniiinstiationi^tfS he asserts, of a imfjii 
inonibev.viinging to a goal's neuk in the sliceu 
of Calcutta ui -tr,buwringheo. But still ue 
must piotcst against his concinsinn, that all 
other nien have or had tails too, 41a we also do 
against the assiimptinn involved in the no)ili> 
OHlioti 6f his illiistratioii, that all monkeys, and 
ftll men perform the same oSIices, and aie 
arcadesambOf' althuiigli wa give him all the 
benefit of liis own expeiicRceaiKK>rihe “ Con* 
jeveram monkeys,'' who, it is stated, have on 
mine tliHii one occasion, discharged some of 
the most important and interesting.du^es of 
niaiikiiid. ^ 

Bnt we see our rotemporary is choked by the 
wotd “ (oiid/icc speews of hills of exchange,” 
as if another was nccestiarily something dif* 
ieietit. Let him, tlioiigli lie likes not Latin, 
-find out tlie'meaniiig of “ alter ft idem and 
«. liicn prrttups lie will at last acknowledge that 
% oiinvcriible Bank Notes and Bills of Exchange 
sisters of the same parent ciedit. » 

talietlie following t'assago from our^o* 

S jifrary, not only for tho impenetrable ob- 
|ity 6f Us logic, but because it rnoidentally 
|is.|o«fiew that he is not aware ** coin *' 
flffk we iabjeet of bavtor ae iMoli 


'* But before toebaeo done with this 
amtisUng writer, we must nntiee hiswilfut per* 
version of our arguments. He says “ why pur¬ 
sue the subject with a writer who seriously 
ifintes the ficetrmlc ami the Afiican trade ns 
illiist-niive of hills nf exrhuji^e represeatiay 
ifoodi Iht money.” We did^i such tiling,—we 
iosiaiineil those trades to shew that wlien bills 
>tf exehanyr c.omUX nni ho used, cnuimercc na- 
tiirallv resolved itself into barter, not into a 
sale for r«tn, a&d therefore ihiitSRtir opponent’s 
issertinn that hills of exehanye must displace 
the metalliceurretiRy is iinfoiimKud.” 

Wem.'iiiitain that by stih.stiiiiting Bills of 
'Evtliatige ami P. Notes at the clearing House 
in rjomhnrd Street for gold and silver, in the 
.adjiisiment of accounis, the metallic curiencv, 
which otherwise woulil/he rpf|iiired, is set free 
for other purposes, nr in other words a miicli 
less qiianiitv nf gold and silver is reifiiired for 
tliPcondiict of the ennnn ms excha ige trans¬ 
actions of a cnminercini city, like L'inilun, by 
^lie siihstitiitiiin of paper ohligntions. The 
eiirrency is In fact economised. Whenever a 
pitri’liHse is made and paid for hy a hill of 
exchange, vvheltier a lioii->e,or_a horse or an 
ass, (he equivalent ninount of metallic cur* 
reni'v is clisolucpil; for " vitermini" sii slitu- 
lion is displacement, and it is not ilisplaeed 
merelv a.s het«een the first hover and seller, 
hilt nia^ he ilisplaeed indeliriiielv almost hy 
oO other transactions.— Harkaru, Sept. ID. 

We observe that the Hurkaru insiniiafes 
that (he letter of Ouvim Twist, which ap¬ 
peared in Satnrilay’s Englishman, was (irodnc- 
ed in Vansittart Row—and the ground of this 
insinuation is that the writer of the letter 
speaks disrespeeifii'ty of the Hurkaru\ Tlio 
insinuation is at once roinleinptible and anius* 
iiig. That niir Ifr.'lher slinuld, at this date, 
siiiipose it inipossi'liM*. f-tr any body but the 
editor of the Englishman to hold him at a dis¬ 
count argues a degree o*’ vanity—or blindness 
I—or ignorance ot.jMtt-railing opinions—wliicIi 
would excite Syr “special wonder,” had wo 
not had murh mperienoe nf the Hurkarus in¬ 
fatuation. Fortunately we are saved the 
tiniihle of a serious disclaimer of the impu¬ 
tation, for “ Oliver" is well known and les- 
peoierl in the district whence he wiiics, and 
w ill pvpalis indulge our ennte.mpnrary vvitli a 
“ Twisr* at bis.leikure.—.EnyfijiA/nan, Septem¬ 
ber 20. „ ' ' 

Tho Hurharu,\n a long,rambling arliele to¬ 
day, begins w iili a hit at IIS upon, the Opiuia 
qiiesiioit. ami then files oiT to (he Englishman a 
priueiples of iiiiiney and Banking opeinliiins, 
whieli subjeets have already proiliii-edt'a 
li-iigtliy discussion between our morning con- 
(einporaiies, Topeiiing imiselves, that is, our 
little notice of the last Opimn Sale, the Hnr- 
Aaru says, it is no sour«'> of congralulaiiiiiilo 
the Government, that tiie sale prodiieed soniq 
ten lakhs of rupees, this being but a tliiid of 
the sum lately given back in the shape of 
bofts and remiasions upon former sales. 

**'Otfr cotemporofy otust shew, jtbat Bad 
AU«ptMk bom pat ap ta aala Tltbefat tUi 
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havingr been irraiit«d« it wotftd int boy ^ aofiportwid 
bav« broogbt tiiie same amonat aa {(.no^has; byatandwo , *** 

and if he does shew this, then is he hnpaind if|«t'that the fidddtiiii^ fo? tbe .eaneiy 
on the ttther horn of the dilemma, by Wh ^onl Bde ourchiisto baei** no refar^ff^^ 
proving that the covernment measares have fomer iraBsaetieni. Tb*W; w;^?**^**^ 
forced dp the sale,^ an interference ufQosi' vhlhh: 0 f. *** lenti^d to - 

to the gfeneral ^Rjehantj beyond fte Aar'feet thO'iiiwtat'ifj'*® 

value." ^ >Wedia'not*‘eBKejH* la»t.^|^: 

B.,rli>elh.olU..U,. tort. dwMrtJ tort.: ** rrfKi 

fesUy impossible; however atrcSg the btS^i® 

tion that saeh would have been the resnit**^ |* a tefnnd eranted to thendvoH 

■nliesitatinalv meet tlm latter remark, by rfe-. ..i ". 


depreciation of it by openly modifying «o 
te'rms of former bargaicm before im* onoiare S 

eontraoled. As to tire objection tiMt sudii 



to'\bd. bronchi fom 

«*m.orrorm.r “y*#““•1* SsT Wtt«. 

fri™.-.” to i5isr»^,ss5 

chant," what right has tha generalmel-ohant j* -.. ■-y,., 

by anticipation over the property pf thegellers ^v eoBtemMwEirjr 

tn private transaeUoifssoch pretrtsiont#ooid vernmeiitwould bum the «tt«te«^ .^PW® 
le laughed at by every one of the genteral *»?«•«« 

merchants wholp'ittterests the £rio'hdr»affeiJt? dnn^ed low .was to b«ve hwi oaao^^*^ 
to advocate, .•■is moreover an assumption to totol" Creitaiaiy this would have “Ce^OJ^ft 
say, the kinPlr‘ Intetferfenoe iVliicb took 

place, (a composHion with the previous par- chant would understand by the eanortment^^ 
__ iww vua a rtrtliii. '..lyiff. oor oontomDorarv Sittasitne thlrb^ 


place, incomposnton wun sue prev»w«» (»»r- - --, 

chasers rendered necessary by the peculiar a sui^ , 

circumstances of the case.) “forced up the saie Mr. dohen was to b«1f*t*0Sdthbed toowhw 

■ .a _ s_A. _>i V*# to /i«d nsssssatamaJb AA.nAAlltflfl r mu' i..litld SBOvnA 


circumstancesoi iu« case,;” lorcva upwiiw« ova* --- 

beyond the market value.*' If SO^rnmeni Am purchase w«s canceiled ? . I» ibo t^ond 

had pursued the reckless courte rooommend- ^mark qirotedabovi^-the^ 

ed by our contemporary, the effect would have Government would bav^oeniV^ygrenMmw 

been to force prices down hetnw the market indeed by an nlterpjtlflm .vrhl^^flioy^ 

value: the measures they did adopt were not ndopitj thi* at^ l^ed^ta 

fareinff measures at all in respect tothe Opium that, if toUMthloff ^ to 

then offered for Sale, last Saturdn/s Orimtot od the leaedr eOg We 

G6.erwr8ald“ The necessity of proinplp^- t never 

tnnnt bud ft visible etfCct ou the nriee. for to destroy a portibd of;.^a3*hniml 


have been drinking oftlie; Uraier'a ofTietnebe- ueantitjjlr produoira. 
fore he made aheh n rlmaiii:, whtie ItaaisontH jetton of d porttoir to 
terly neglected the tepbsaawyi the prtoes cud wUtH'd 'hot lndemnify‘ 
rent of the week, whWbh# &ald hav*elou|ilid praeefit IpsI by futtoe 
diioting Bazar salesoonfSipoiding very nearly ad ab)Soi^*«e iV»tbon,t ( 
with the prices of ibSitilBhilo, with allowance sheue. But we; 


with the prices or thW,pale, with allowance saape, . »o»wo a 

for the drar^raok e^ 'i^lpmet%^.,But what he MaiwajBwHivatlpkinAtra^* ^d Ib,^^ 
said of the effect of'^pfcm'pt'ph^knto may be tionpf tft'e f^ngtoCMom tovdoue^w^ 
a»nina, ihrt sftnAnil 11,1^0 wf deeliiredl.by'.AUr oiiMinNnptolKCy a' 


set against the Second Jiofn of 
dilemma. But wliOgWere^b^^ 
largeot of them a firip t^t im 


Mi^st; the- Hon Jnyw 


•TTv-ii 


The St^lukmtn and Hid^aril 
fortunate in seeing' as they dt^ 
different light"-*^a 

• plies their resource 
which Editors,as well asiNat«rn« 

• JSugHtkmmni^ftfn^ tba .*fuam tlfdn 

• outer iight,.dro».whtobt^^^OtoHm# 

rtd make oat an ar^ede ' 
iiUm pinions ..wi, 

ts^^aia, dpbotds the aatirid# kM/ 

'.^■#1 • • . 
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Sfatein, and deeidea by antlion'ly. It is ,.tha« 
io thftir preiiiyit diacuNsion on Mr. Iluaii|/'n’.i 
*' laudable muUiplioatiort in a .rlteap and'V''^ 
' eesaible form, of popular Engiiali worka,’'.or' 
liU piracy, as each party respectively ler^s 
bifandertaking, that the Eit^lishman defends 
the practice on the broad gtoundaof **morial 
rufht,’[ wlti’la the IfarAeru would suppress it, 
because itis againslM Oeo. Ill C. 176. The. 
one.byliis own ingenious logic—and th». %r- 
gnment b at least consistent in .one who oer 
tainly does not live by his wit—shew.s rfialt' the 
anthor when he sells the produce of his brain.s 
'^0 a publisher, makes a (iiial sale,.and oxtient.« 
no furllier.reumntt^tion for his labours, be¬ 
yond, perhaps, a little more fame than he ex^ 
pected. By the same method of reasoning it is 
shewn, that the publisher calculates the num¬ 
ber of copies ho is likely to sell, and when thr 
whole has been sold, ho has cocketed all the 
lus ever anticipated. Satislied with this 
victy of the case, the worthy editor deduces 
the petition, that the publisher has no more 
moral right to more profit Ilian he an ticipated, 
than that frequently calumninted person the 
Man in the Moon. And here we cannot with¬ 
hold our satisfaction at the inereasing attention 
which iSj being paid to moral rights, moral les¬ 
sons, moral examples, p:ioral &c. &c., in matters 
of law add justice. One philosopher lately en 
dcavonied to teach the East India Company a 
moral lesson, and only failed from the blunt- 
nesa of Ills knife or the thickness of Mr. Loch’s 
cravat ,* anoUier named Pegsworth, vulgarly 
misnonied —the Islington murderer,—exhibit* 
cd a “ moral example" by shooting his tailor, 
who had the moral depravity to demand pay- 
mentnf a hill; and athird is enforcing a **moral 
. right" in the iropioral atmosphere of Caicnlta. 
These instances cannot but afl'urd matter of 
congrat jiatio'n to those—and we suppose they 
are not few—who dep^re the neglect hitherto 
paid to moral princii^cs, rights, &o„&c. ir< 
legislation, and they will not, we hope, fail(| 
to •Itr' 4?alcntta champion of them. 

To return, boweve., from this digression. 
The question between the Eagl^man and 
Eurkaru, the moral champion aiid the legal 
one, is one which by any person but an Editor, 
would be decided at a glance. The Hurkaru’s 
views arc correct ns to the illegality of the 
practice, for the Copy-right Act .64, George 
Ill. C. 156. is explicit on the qiiesUtra, ttnd 
enacts, that the auUior pf any work and liis 
assigns, shall possess the sole poweg ,of .print¬ 
ing and pnbiishing such work, for Jw4nty- 
eight years in every part of the Britah 'domi\ 
nions. This no essay on moral rights «sn in- 
waiidate, and if the ffi'opfjelors of the works, 
whick Mr. Rushton prints, choose to prose- 
eute'him, lie must unMr^o the ponaltt^ laid 
dOTn This, however, .it is not 

likely the^pudH'4a ; for, uoUl Mr. Bnsfaton 
has established a;k||me as the re-pnbiisher of 
popular English w^s, fais ttndertaking aap- 
noteffeottoany extOili.lb« Lmsdoo trade, mmI 



.'^i.6ee ICesTney’s letter and attempt to tnardw Mr. 
f tj tt k jd ie r Deputy Cfaisiraiaa efihe Court of 


ere>fhat can take place measures (o defeat 
will Khve been adopted. The question Till 
in all probability lead to an impoiiant result 
—a re-consideration and aiieralion of the pre- 
sentlaw as relates to paper and books. That 
some modification of this Inw should take 
place,^ not a mere qaesti.‘Kf*or general iegis- 
iation, but one wliioli every memlicr of the em¬ 
pire has a direct and personal interest in, for 
bonks mifkt novr be accounted ainung the most 
indispensable of onr wants. TTIfi heavy duly 
on paper and the direct and indirect taxes on 
books aniountto more than 50 per Cent, on the 
latter article, or one-half of their cost, and 
'hie too without any commensurate advantage. 
The duty on paper yields no more than 6 or 
700000steilingperpnnum, while the taxes on 
books by adveitUemeni^, and the copies given 
to pdhiidinuitiitions, do little more than limit 
their sale and increase their price. For this 
|tilling8iim then, the literature of the country 
is injured, the growth and diffusion of know, 
ledge contracted, and the most important agent 
in civilization opposed. ' All this and much 
more, however, it might longe^ugli effect; but 
with such questions as the ptgBbt before us, 
the policy and expediency i^^discontinuing 
the tax must force tlicm.sclves on the home 
legislature; and in this tight the dispute of 
the two (^aleutia papers becomes a matter of 
interest, Mr. Bulwer has already tliiown out 
a feeler, with the view of piotecting English 
authors and publishers against the Ameri¬ 
cans, whonot only supply all foreign markets 
with English books, but even tlie very coIo - 
nies of the empire ; and bis exeitions niu.st 
be materially aided by a timely notice of the 
growing book-trade in India We do not 
desire to see a trade of tiii.s nature suppressed 
in this cou.)lry ; t.^jt still we would gladly see 
it become the mean’&^;'f erecting a reform in 
the ii::politic, uneqnaf, ^Ind most unjust law 
which depresses tho tale of literature in 
England, and injures,'the cause of letters 
generally. _ f-'' 

The defence, we cannot but remark, so gene- 
onsly set up by the Hurkaru for the London 
authors ai)d book-sellers, proceeds solely 
.from jealousy and envy towards the editor of 
tie Enpliihman, who, of course, goe.s snaks 
with Mf. Rushton. When the worthy pro¬ 
prietors of the former pajier were re-prpnling 
English works,'they but complied with the 
requests of “ a few friends” and the public at 
large, but ^licn another party enters on a si¬ 
milar undertaking, but on a large scale, they 
suddenly dUSbver it to be piracy and an in¬ 
vasion of the rights of others. They love to 
insiii their ideas of right and propriety, ratbar 
by precept than by example. Wo suppose ail 
isi^artial jndgeseonsider that the law inter¬ 
feres with Mr. Rushton and not he with the 
law, and if he is the nwans of causing any 
modiflealton of-it, we shall have no occasioa. 
to quarrel jrith nn aflempt which enables such, 
unfortnnutes as ourselves, who labour under 
an Ibfnirable eonaomption of the purse, to 
laugfaiiewer th« humour of Box and the wit 
of HoOket though we fear they wiH ®o* 1'® 
ioogaeon^leto ai tbroagb Mr. 'Rasbton’e 



THE COPTEIGHT QUESTION 


4^ 


nnderlakinfr ; for many as are tlie facUili^ lie wL^€ 
possesses—wlint with clubs and reading rooms , j soy d 
lie has bnta tiinited mniket. The taste, to saj||^l®e t 
the le’ast ot it, of the editor of the JEnflithmtu, 
himself anaiii^rand editor,in joining such 
an undertakings^? H***” qiiesiynable. 

But his aie the ir^giilariiies of genius, which 
is of thill versatile order' that qualitios its 
possessor for nioie pursuits than one^and ena¬ 
bles a man, aa in the case of thin highly gifted 
individual, to instruct, guide and reform the 
public and Ooternment in a daily paper and 
forward a parcel or box.* We wonder if he 
will rc-pnlilisli liis own book of tracts, whiolj 
by the intcitest of some friendly foofinaifti 
was enabled to d> dicate to the Princess A' 


11a!!— Ukkhar, i^ept. 2. 


A very animated discussion hits latelv lieen 
carried on in Cniciiita respecting the 'Law of 
Copyi iglit - wlielliel'the English Statute ex 
tends to tbisconniry and upon the pros>rie^ 
of its being so extended. The first qiiestinn 
■we have not examined, it is purely one, of 
Law, and as there seems no person likely to 
bring it to a judicial arbitreinent, We may for 
the present set it aside. The matter of pro¬ 
priety is however deserving of considoration. 

% 

The prinnipal cliamplons pro and con that 
have eyud^'d the Bengal lists on this view are 
the Hifc/fffi-it and Enrjlishman. The former was 
led to excite the coiitioversy by a considera- 
tinn of tlic injury that a system of e.heap re- 
publication of new and prnptilar works, now 
carrying on by Mr. Kitshton, was calculated 
to inflict on the authors or purebnsers of the 
Copyrights ; and (be latter seems to iiave 
thrown himself into thb l^swilli*tlio blind 
r n* 


zeal of a partizanX W-'^need scarcely add 
the Hurkaru lias by the best of thc^rgu- 
inont. 

The aciifnal English lall'WsCopyright stantfs 
on grounds too f.iiraifd jns^for a moment’s 
question to arise as to their prinntple. The 
work of his brains is recognized as the pro¬ 
perly of an antlior and giiaranteed'a remune- 
tive period to him, as iiiiicb as the benefit of a 
inecbanieul invention js sociured to its disco¬ 
verer by a legal patent. In both fases the 
diirafVon of fbe p.re7«srr>e projlerfy has alitnit, 
and it is governed by a eansideAMpn fortiie 
iiltimale public gooil after folloV^itijir a fall- 
advantage to the claims of the producer, ' I^f 
we measure the pinpriety of ol(%ap re-Jurinls 
in India, of novel popular works of ttie day 
qj Home, this standard we shgll j|OQ||(|(t arrive 
at a Dorrect judgment upijn it. , 

Situated as British India is, it is tarpossihle 
to say that we .Hlionld look at what OKoisysivo- 
ly may benefit her witlioiit regarding the laws 

• that affect the tieklish qiiestion ofr^furoperty 
, in the paramount Slate.-.?All thaiwe, oan ex¬ 
pect from the rulers of’"Bie uountry -iyitltnt' 
they will not allow Ibis regwrd to tfc’scli on- 
duly u^onher necessities ; anil^^o sneb they 

* . . . .. . . . I-I 1,1 ■ ..pi, 

• vide bis Army Agency FnsyecUn. 


moreover, find themselves aefnated byn 
policy. Let us suppose 4liat the eaM 
that of some meohaiiical contrivance, wo , 
sljjputd soaioe justify a clever meeUanio in !«• 
dia copying it while the patent remained nil* 
expired al home, merely because he chose fh ‘ 
assume ilrat an adeqyiate supply ofthearticro 
bad not been brought to the ctuinlVy, ortMt 
the spiciilatCrs in them, at the risk of non- 
sale, liad fixed loo higli a piiec I we should 
rnihcu^at oitim leiin it an injustice, wnd if we 
looked forwaid to its probable cifects, We 
|/liuuld see that the owners of patents of a si- . 
fflilar character at hoilip would in future b9* 
.detered from sending thcAi out Biemsclves, 
Ijipeeuialors would no longer bring tbeni, and 
bouses in India would also refrain from order¬ 
ing on article whose value might be thus so 
inetoriaily depreciated. The same may he 
said of books ; cheap re-prinis in India W| 
scarce form Iransniisskin of the works, pi 
lisheis, speculators, and the orders of 
librarians. The obvious consequence of qJI this 
Would be,'lhat neither meebnoical inventions 
or new popular works would beconic available 
to the community save through the meditiib 
of (he Indian imitators, at the mercy of whose 
monopoly we should then be left for the sup¬ 
ply of those wants whoOe assumption is said to 
justify the first step taken touards its csta- 
hiishriient 1 


The Hurkaru has greatly fortified the argu¬ 
ments lie has used on this oei'a.sion, when 
dwelling upon the actual injustice to authors, 
or those who stand in their shoes, tha pur¬ 
chasers of tlie copyrights, by instaficiing iVu- 
pier’* Penimutar War, wbirh Mr. Ruston is 
now ve-printing in one cliedp volnuie. He 
dilates upon the herculean labour and the 
heavy expense viliich its gnilant-auTiior has 
enconnteied in coj»|lfling this ndmirabte 
)^ork, and a little iWHe'ciion will, we think, 
‘Vsiilliee to enlist in his rcinaiksili^S||Ugpathy 
of all military men. It J^iartlCHfflrged in 
defence of the re-prints,^nd the shift shews 
how littl^DUnd arguiuen't can defend them. * 
that neither authors nor puhlislieis calculate 
upon India for a sale of their wofks. Wo 
dispute the fissertiAn- in'any case, hut in res¬ 
pect of h'ttpief't Pininsular War it is ohvionil- 
ly idle aij^l unfnanded. A woik of such 
essential military interest must be and is look¬ 
ed for with avidity by evt^iry Biitish Olfioer, 
audit is quite put of the bounds of eredibili- 
ty thaLUulonel Nspibk. or his piibiishees 
^duldnaveoVevtobked the best to be found 
-in Indian .’Indeed it is notorious that the co- . 
piesoi'.every Votunie sent out to individuals 
and Book Societies are mostititunevous ; and, 
as those must be'vieweiiMB the'iigh^f di^t 
orders to meet the general want, sKffuief^^ 
publishers dr specalatlMW'can be .tbrnpikd to 
transaut fiKrther iAvge antif awA'id , 

that a new demsnitkltas sprung up. -Tbii ' 
dtoHUiddlees avitsuffum many wh» faweing^t!. 
used the wonk perhaps in 'a Book Society, djgn - 
sire tn keep a enpy by them as atnok 
ea';e 4 hdt,bfps stem steps in the cheap ' 

),g#d.|ptuycep.lA>tWw4M^ thM would ob 
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frroeeedlo thMe whnse property the commie* 
j4oii actpalJyes. The cheap reprint mey 
^♦ver do a f;reat deal more ; it may cnae K&f, 
withdrawal of the ordera exietinf' lor futpre 
.Totntnes, end thuR entail not merely a priva" 

‘ -iloBof profit blit an actual loM in utkeoid oopies 
wboap diaposal had been calooiated on. -We 
haye ^gond into tbeee details-i'O sbewlhe actu* 
al injarv tbat»>prinU of works of thix kind 
must inflict j and that, whether as aquefiion 
©fpolicq-'or justice, we look opon t|iem as 
Jattofenablet and as paederinic to a .aelfish 
eodnotny at4li-o expense of the ligitininte dup 
an author^ mental la^oor. 

We will add but another word—on .the jo% 
tiflcalioi) (hat has heen urged on, the score, of 
.ibechettp Ameiican re-prints with which India 
. inundated. We allow tjiat were the j,«s- 
of the one admitted the btber could hardly 
^11, to follow ; bat we consider the American 
ajilication a breach of good faith, and its 
IdmJssion into this co.aqtry..wholly idoaciisa- 
Ide. The most signiflaant expoliirp of this 
however is that the Americans meditatc(wr 
cannot torn out the paper where we saw i( 
mentioned but the impression rests so strong 
upon our mind that we venture the allusion) 
entering into a kind of>, international compact 
with England regarding a eeoiiwucal mainte 
j^ance of the Law of copyright.-—dfadi’as Spec- 
, tpior, September 9. 

An im|>ortaot <|ucstion has lately heen 
EronXlit under discossion by the Caleuiia 
ni'tiits.'wad It is, mit .mbr*? remarkable for the 
Interest pf the subject, tbao the acerbity with 
tvh'iclf it has b^it...brgviied. We allude^to the 
^eprtniit'J Qr,_tta we think h would be 
inorej^sl tof call them,, PjraeUs, which are 
ibeing defended by ()» i^nqfishiiMiCs best Ipgic 
and argument an,d ittkyjsed tyilb tnucb, 
ky tn the Harp Street publiiiatipo. TTbo-sc pail 
'^tjevldcntly npt “ Content to 
nwell in decen<n[^,.or ever/' have obliged the 
^'l^iVblio wltU eltustpus, in which arj^ment and 
anger bear nearly the same proportion to caeb 
other, tjiat the single “ lia’penny worth of 
^read" did to “ the .witty knigljj|’« pottle deep 
‘jpmtationsw)iilst the C^cut^er with greater 
ji^tianiiiait;^ than cither of other dpntr,q,ve,r- 

j^list's, has also entered bpoip Aie iquesVipn, 
«‘d‘as might baVe been predloted, (consider- 
^iU|(ih'd diolteme'nt,under whlolt.hii eut-eip* 

’ jpWariekiaboured) has^epme tQ'Jn;§^r#«rWl;cop- 
“*^tt'iuon, vi*., that sfn«e. (be preiRint' or 
‘ tdtioe does admit pf re-.ptw.!S 4 „piib* 

* withoal the ttonsant and k nnwfetlge of 
“' ill lipl^^s, lielbk imported for,'(be 
I'lbarkei, it ^»vl.d''be »nrcasmriabtp to 
. 1 ,...^ ^inters ,kB^pa 6 Wt «'4 .bfa U- 
sainb ttmpls grpted ^o 
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'jnstifltm^ rtf 

ptvia jtrrtiify,‘'idnlteg<*slts''befak st»., 
Ufifabi^rdi '^-IMfys he, wont# 


ifUftpRad by .. 

)4iwdiabaWpiionl¥'^#Nit%ai 


ai(^h)kannal the exclusive privileges eenfer- 
red by a copy right,, set bis own interpretation 
and limits upon an aot of Parliament, and in- 
vpde the right# of property as grossly as if be 
were to nppro'printe bis neighbour’s watch, 
great coat, umbrella, or akiv tiling that is his. 
But ills not as a legal qii.;;slion only that this 
case ought to be considered ; with regard to that 
point we may rest satisfied that a clear exposi¬ 
tion of ine law of Copyright and iis apptiua- 
tion to the colonics, will speeifify be obtained, 
securing to the holders of these patents, nil 
(he privileges to which they are reasoiiuhly 
and morally entitled and protecting them from 
^ot'eign ns welf as domestic ioteilopers. Theie 
Itro other moyives, however, which in an age of 
refinement and learning, should urge us<o 
oppose ^irregular and/onautborised riiblica- 
tions, 0*8 injurious to the ennse of literature 
and fatal to the interests of talent and genius. 
For our own parts, tbongh a much greater pe¬ 
cuniary saving might lie elTected, we could 
not rpad a. chapter qf tlio“ Reprints” without 
feeling that wo-hud been parties ton rohliery, 
and that with singular ingratitude, we had 
defrauded onr author'(whose talent and labour 
had been devoted to our ontertaininciit) of 
what must be con.sidered bis honest gams, 
our self-reproach would be increased by a 
kauw'led-gc, that the injury and iii,jusline wo 
countenanoed, must be greater in proportion 
to the more exalted talents or ifA.'r genius 
which had ben exercised for our amuseiuent. 

Tlie Copyright system is nuces.sayy, fur se- 
euring to authors, a share in the profits aiising 
from the publication of their woiks, and to in¬ 
fringe the privileges which this system confers 
can affect none more nearly than the lileiaiy 
clases. Ptihlishors- oaonot continue to pay 
largely foi* MSS.-;;,priless means are foiintl for 
securing to them a K'<r u' i^nne of reimbursing 
tliemtielves, nor can W(**tdi.scover any reason 
for not applying the sutve protective principle 
m the d.<^pcndencd^.^ 9 >'Great Britain, vricli is 
nttind uscessarfCnd' expedient in the parent 
country. Can a«sy one inform u’s why the En¬ 
glish jiuok'-selJer alone shoiiid find himself de¬ 
barred frowi deriving any eomnurcial advan¬ 
tage frum'^llie extensive foreign sctlliMiicnts 
acquired by Great Biitain!—Dc/Ai Gazette, 


We observe that Mr, Itushton has commen¬ 
ced re->pTJ.i|,4ing in ifie Oriental Observer, a large 
prepertioQ . of Lieutenant Bucon’s amusing 
**umOWresrtoas." When this hook 
first came to pkteatta, some one of the book- 
selteVs, touched with gratitude for the Har- 
Jiarnh miviHuiey of their monopoly, sent liieu 
rtie-kUirk tQokiok at, and it was ncoordingly 
Filaffibd, rwbth,. sundry others, in a leading 
dbitimtl of irttEi valnaiilc journal. Respecting, 
l^sit igdlwoww-we do, onff conti'mporary’s opi¬ 
nion of the unsrits of any production, we in-, 
staotly sent olT to'rtiacker's, to-O.stoll’s, and, 
Ls^ev’s, and offered to purchase a copy, hut 
^ll'TOSi rtc'received for Our-pains wasa prno- 


'|idian'lkiWhtio''likviibi|li>eeii'kVjlk|(hM«d^%|f: rteaT<wrttof df the sliartteful manner in which 


febitfeltimirtSdiok pabHo is ncglccJed by the* 
%tHb^b^k'ift-'kome, - Not e copy watto be haft ^ 



THK COPYRIGHT OUESTION 


aH^ Where oral any priee i—hacideat hiu*«Aw 
rendered ns independent of inch nnncoount* 
able penurinnsness. We have only to look to 
tlie pn^es of the Oriental Ohterver, and these 
we find llie cre^. Die siibatanee and the point 
of a very' entlkL^ning^ work.—fAyr/u/iman, 
September 18. ^ 

The EnylUIman lias apparently 4^termin'‘ 
cd to wa^e <lt s«vnr of e;xieriniivation with the 
liook-sellers of Ibis city, why or wherefore 
is best known to biinsclf. In an editorial 
jesterdav, be descants veiy feelingly on tlie’ 
• sliameriil ncfrlect of the India public byjbe 
]>nl>lisbers at home ; upon wliieli lie takes 
occasion to inform his renders, that tliev will 
ffiid the work in qiiestion, in tlie present, 
and in the future nunibers of the < Ortentsf 
Observer, and as we wish all possible snccess 
to that hebdomadal, we notice the pu^ in 
our coliiniiis, to t>ive it a wi'der circulation. 
A.S to the fact, liotvcvcr, offhere bein^ it^o 
copies on sale ofUaeon’s Studies aird Iin> 
pressions,” we are informerT, that however 
unfortunate tho editor of the Englishmnxr 
may have been in his perquisitions, the fact 
is, nevertheless, most certain, that at all the 
Imiik-sellcrs copies of the **studies'' are on 
sale; and the public will, on application, 
find an ample supply of their wa^ts, both 
in respejiir to the" Studies of Bacon,” ns 
well respect all other new and attrac¬ 

tive publications ; the publishers at home 
lie it observed, liavintf the hitrhest possilde 
respect for the literary wants and rupec.s of 
the readinje public in India. But tho motio- 
pnlists, as the Eniflishmnn calls ibeui, will, 
nut sell to the E'^gtishihfin, who pntronistes 
the principle, or tS Mr. Rosbton, „wlio patro. 
nizes the practice., of ijj^tin); on a grand 
scale; and to tlii? hi ace of pirates (in a 
Pickwickian sense "lY course) the bmtltsellers 
wifi not sell: nnd, w’4, think, they lye rijjhi,. 
Why should tlicy riirinil{;i;;:«gns against thety-^ 
selves ? wliy furnislita pirtl^ wilh the means 
of robbing correspondent^of the fruits of 
liieir contract t^illi the authors ? In calling 
the book-sellers of Calcutta monopotists, the 
Enijlishman is guilty of a very pronjgate and 
sbiiiiicfiil abuse of bis editorial pifHlege. 
In no sen.se of the ^’ord can they be g^stder-' 
ed ac) monopolists ; a/id the foct is so evident,* 
that it is not worth while to dutc^l wpofiyoe 
develop this assertion. The EA(^shnHtni'if 
lie were so minded, might gdt out new wwles 
on sale just a.s well as Mesys. 1*|melcef,' 
Oslell, or Lattey ; and the iSnytiskpsan ought 
to know belter than to allow a feeling of- 
I'^qiie against this joumaf; to eiifdulale h^ 
to ilie use of expressions .eatuBlaied to 
indispose the oiibiic against hdnest tfgdes* 
men, whose fault it iS notthat tlte 
rnan gets the woAd in an argitnteot^syl^l 

' a ootemporary.— Hurha^, Sept. 19, ’ i 

‘ 

If the Hsuiiiiuru .would flimit Uis 
tmralTi^irs to an examinaXioih of 
-tugs,, ins^ad of dealing in 
moiii esaud suepteioitt asi# 


pariMaJar letters, we shonlil get on as well ^ 
**_y o of a trade” generally do.e He most hd 
■MiCre that when be is right in his snnnfsei; 
hi^argitmenls are not improved a whit<^a'n't^' 
when wrong, ite exp oses hiinself to an imputifi*' 
lionof nnfairness, or something worse. Wlihi 
etiefit, for.example, does lie propose to hiut<- 
self by affirming that our remari^ oA the scofut' 
city of new Englieli books oii^naio in a 1^ 
swtuition “ to wage a war of exiermina ioa 
with Ike book-sellers of this city V‘ *f>wes ha 
sertously suppose that be ooal'i raise up A 
parly to defend Xhoir interests, if those int^r;; 
e.sts were opensed to the pnbtk t|tood— 
he ponld excite in the bieuifls of bndk-se)^KF4 
personal antipathy to the i^njr/tWnnaii’whtch 
conid be brought to vent itself in a substantial 
from ? Or does he find that an afl'evtcd ecal 
for the welfare of the Caiotitfa book trade js 
likely to conduce to the adviradage of fbe Burm 
karutn its arrangemenrs with pntlilis etigaged^ 
therein V. It is, at-our lirofhel- wftl Be^^ve, 
just as eny for us to impute mofiv'eit' 
self,—antfjnst as tiunenessaryfiVr aU purpHus 
of public good. The plain irutb is, hi retipe^fet 
to the scat city ofbook.s, that we are Anxious' 
to see the supply in this country equal the 
demand, and wo verily heficye that,4n lllda- 
I trating tho pennrfe«stne.ss dr tnounpotiaing 
spirit of the London agents of Onfculta book¬ 
sellers and protesting against enntiuaance, we 
are best serving the interests of those to wbOm 
the liurkaru would make it appear that w« 
are opposed. Let the Caiqulta book-scilera 


out nlinost as soon as the reviews whish prd. 
elainvtbeir merits, they n;oiidd spil one liith- 
dred copies wherq they rtojv sey ten. aiid o«i* 
purpose would l'.b complelel.y Answered, 
have no wish to puxjtyjse the indiistiy—Of 
■bheck the enterpric^of a body, of honest 
tradesmen, whom we sincerely rqsng^; Itdt, 
we have conceived that vj«;,.jf:oTf^rh^ptib^ 
to insist on^flicir having I^Aaper literary auft-' 
plies.—J?kyr(t«4rnan, Septembet ^. ’ T ** 


cutta, ^and placeb tlic^ aiiaqk im 
elaas of. persftDs in his panef^^s 

If5 too'Si-for' pW bltfekrt 


fbare u 


booktaiHetii, for b« 

gjkilWif'ilhedir# 
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whollr anneceuMi^ ; in iwmuoh as thej.]||rili 
fist Mif/lKtoks to Mr. Rofthton or the JSnm^- 
fMa. Consequently tilry look wpon these 
editors, as a bnine of lilaok sheeps who uo- 
jcrupulously inva«le the honk-sellers’ riglits, 
*• privileges and trade. We, however, will be 
very glad if our observations shall, have had 
the effeef oj" peane-tnakin^ between these 
apparently oniitendin^ parties, apd jarrioK 
interests. It is no part of onr plan to 
ill'Willf'tvr stir up quarrels among; our^feHow 
eitizens, and weuotiead what we thougJit>an 
bafair aitaok nfUie Br^lithman upda a set of 
* <w | ff ending tradesmen, with a view, by pta- 
his eAnduct ifi its true light before^ him, 
to re*CHlt our coteinporary from the error ol 
ItU ways. Apparently our admonition has 
itad its elFeet: hnt,u«'ve'tiiples8,tho Englishman 
has pufled the iMrnttd Obsermer at the expense 
of the book srilers; and he has called them 
monopolists, and so poisoned or attempted to 
ioiKspose the pnhiio minds towards them: 
oommitting thus a positive injury against 
these persons, which mayor tnag noh be wiped 
out and atoned for, hy Die sort of palinody on 
tifb subjeei in yesterday's Englishman. It is, 
however, much more easy to doan injpry than 
to addiree a remedy; and “ if n man try to 
biiickenine, I »m of eowKye not the less obliged 
to him, although he thonlrl afterwards think it 
.Stecessary to ask my paidon," as Prince Puok- 
ler Miisknu said to one of tlie ohimney sweeps. 
—•Bangtti Eurkaru, September il. 


been outlawed! Twp of the bonk- 
sellers oTCaleiitta, Messrs. Thacker and Co. 
and Pittar, Lattey and Co,, shocked at tlio 
apnetiun we liasfe givrn to Die attempt that has 
been ro^de In break tbrougli their monopoly, 
have resolved that wlibt does Die reader 
thlnkl— thatweahS^Uot lie permitted to pur- 
chase any books of tlienT*,unless we pledge onl^- 
»elvejja 0 JLlft.eaH 8 e them to he re-printod, or iif 
any wny*efialfie%.Vers to repiintthem!! This 
is an awful inlliciio'h. We have Itoen in the 
habit, for'neaily five years, of spending some 
two orthree.huudred Tojieesper annum in Cal- 
entta iufportation.s, and of glorying in the pri¬ 
vilege of thus payirfg, as it wer#, through the 
nose, for our lililo literary luxuries—and we 
have done all this, through tht medium of 
mills or personal visits, oonfidgnt in the ex- 
eeitenoe of our credit. Sad reyerse of fortunet 
We are now doomed to pnrali^-m>oh,1iV!p<)n-* 
aive works as we may^ocCasronalty* require 
through a third party, bf jjo to OstteU, who 
eome magnanimity Jn his eomposi>ion,—or 
coinft||||ioD the bonks, at a reduction of 100 
per li'otn some London bansell Oeh 


^piling apart,'h|!wever, we verily belive that I 
Mpeir did any sohimg come out ofthe bmtd o€ 
Hsrta}. man so nlte^ abortive—so stfjiidlj’ 
fielesei—as this sanie.^astard vosiflawry of l^ie 
k^itpr pf the Englishism by Messrsji^iiaaf WjUi 
lb ef represcii infixes ofthio two boiri^ 
iwpm wo >iiave. named,;.; '.JHad vtp. tieigoc^ 
kaoMhUx ibatljpio iafdowt.«d|w.^ 


•the Hurharu is at the botton^ of the project* 
we sidiuld have supposed it impossible foi-any 
human beings in their senses to have hit upon 
sych a contemptible, impracticable, species of 
revenge ; but Hurkg, as we once before said, 
is like unto tlie fox that tail; he goes 

about tlalcutta in a palkfe entreating other 
simpie foxes to ont.t&eii- tails oil also, and few 
are those, who, iiko Osteli, can resist the 
ebarmini seductions of the sj.y reynard of 
Haro Street. It is needless To say, that we, 
the editor of the Englishman, have nothing to 
do with re-prints. Messrs. Thacker, and 
Pittar, Lattey and Co., know it as well as lliey 
knww that they wish each other at the bottom 
of the Hoogbly ; hut it suits the Hurkarns 
purpose that tliey sliould identify us with Mr. 
Kusbton, and they liat^ weakly done so in the 
most uiigraoions, and—they will permit ns to 
repeat—ridiunious manner imagiiiiible. Vogue 
la gaUre. We shall not break our lienits, so 
long as there are any .means remaining by 
wiiioh we cankvort the terrible indiction with 
whiuh we are llireatcned. As for Mr. Rush- 
ton, we suppose, he will continue his te-prints 
while he finds there is a public demand for 
such necessaries of civilized lilc ; and when 
Die doiiglity ba«tk-sellcrs refuse him tho “copy” 
he may require to woik upon, he will obtain 
it throu)r,h a friend. He some time since, we 
believe, touk steps for making arrangements 
with the London pnlilislters fur ‘ifi-'iuducing 
into India bheap literature on a very exten¬ 
sive scale, witliout infraction of the supposed 
rights of the owners of copy-rights. As soon 
as the arrangements come into operation, the 
odious monopoly—the cent.-per ecnt. sy.stem 
we have decried and the Ilurkaru has nidicld 
—will entirely exidode ‘^wiili a melodious 
twang and a cui<(t.us perfume .”—Englishman 
September * 

I • -I- 

fc Some one, for^w^^lor of the Bengal IJitr- 
/r<»-u,diiring thq^ast t^eek, haring made an 
assertion whieh was not the tiutli, the res¬ 
pectable old gentlein^ in whose name that 
diurnal4^t)<^ai8, has been engaged bolstering 
up th&jnistake. In other vvoid.s, a writer in 
die amharu stated on ,Tiiursday that tlie bonk- 
sellers diti. wot sell anySiondon woiks to Mr. 
Stocqueler or Mr. Rushton. Our puMishcr 
pointed oiR^oMr. €■ Smitli the incorrectness 
hftbe assertion, and the latter gentleman, to 
support the view of the writer iu the Hurharu, 
fiomtuenced Operations by tlie pleasant liut 
wrong mancBuvre of attemptiug to make the 
ialaehaod a prospective truth. • 

Wwhelieve some of the hook sellers’ repre- 
setatatives at first gave attention to Mr. Smith’s 
entreaties, and had d^cimined to protect 
what a writer,, in the Uarkaru calls*' their, 
rig hta and W' i legs-tb Ilo w far the book-sel lei a’ 
intereatshave been deteriorated by Mr, Ruah-* 
tonV'-'proceeding W'iil he niad^i^ptiaieut to 
the moat iinmi|jgated cockney in Calo<Jtta by 
ihefolinwing statement/tvAtVA a>« man • 

^fyuuuu to gainsay,, 

m. n 
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Book sellers* con^missmn on Mr. 
Rnsliton’s re-prints since March last, 

■viz. 30 per cent, on Rs. 4,000,.Rs. 

Loss on cislit copies each of “ Jack 
Bratr," and “ Rory O'More," now on 
book-sellers* sh^kc^. and not saleable 
at Calcutta pn’mi^oiMei/Mcnce of the * 

appearance of the reprints,.208 

Less their present value, which Mr. 
Busliton will^ive for them .... .* 96 


fCo. 
• I ftrrr 
1,200 


112 


Profit,..Rs. 1,088 

We say nothinfr In the a*’Ove statem*nt 
of the probable stock, which would have 
remained unsold if tl)e re-prints bad not ap¬ 
peared. But this wiJ'j do say deliberateh, 
that the unfortunate mistake som% m the 
honk-sellers have fallen into, the entire sale 
of the whole of the re-print of “Jack Brast” 
in the short period <if five weeks, the larjre 
demand for the re-print of “ Rory 0‘HJore,f’ 
and an increase of forty subseribers the 
Oriental Observer within the last two months, 
arc in some degrree, to be attributed to the 
envy and jealousy of Mr. Samuel Smith. 

Since the above was ip type, Mr. William 
Smith, the constituted attorney of Messrs. 
Thackerand Co., has called on ns and Seclared, 
that be not permit th« superintendent 

of that’establishment to ask a pled^re of anj^ 
desciiptinn from either Mr. Stoeqneler of 
Mr. Ru.sktou .—Oriental Obserher, Sept. 23. 


I direct fa^hood and wilful 
n. ’'T''..y unite in attributint;; 


The JSnfflishman, and his tail, the Oriental 
Observer, arcades ambo, having failed in ar 
giiment, resort to 
misrepresentation, ’'’f' 
motives to us who h.-ftfe no interest in the mat¬ 
ter, and no desire but^o protect ffom piracy, 
the literary labors of #i:^;li«jmen as Col. 
pier, and others whm^ snlmstence depends 
upon the sale of their works.* With siich per¬ 
sons as the Englishman and Mr, Rusbton, it 
would be useless to waste oiir o\fn time and 
the patience of our readers. We shall, there¬ 
fore, leave them to contradict each to 

shnflle an,d prevaricate,‘ta bully the 
lers i^to submission'! and to pursue their pirq* 
tical course until the law^ interBosetr wiijph 
assuredly it soon will in some or o^tbl^. 

In reference to’the letter of KTr. 'Rpshton, 
which appeared, with notes*; itt»PrUiayla Hur- 
karu, (and mithout the notes in the EngUshman 
Qf the same morning,) a oorrappoadepoe took 
place between that worthy andjtjie book-sellers 
supported by the valliant Editdrefltbo S^ish 
man, who wrota,bnllying letters and threaten^ 

’ them with all sorts^f penalties ariaipg^froQ; 
, his resentment, if they did^nqif submit to hid 
terms. These letters, vM * undetsfand^-wpro 
* suitably replied to, and Mr. Siocdfsaeleaj^^al 
defiance ; but the Editor of the Obm^ iWl^Us 
•IH, in an article as' foolish as aagrj^^-’hPd- as 
- angry ts foolish, that ilfr. Wltlum t^ith^ the 
oonstitutibd Attorney of Muan^TMutkot 


has directed the Supeiintendent of that ' 
ot to'demsnd “ a phulire o#anv desertp*' 
from either Mr. Su»eqneler or Mr. Rosh« , 
to*^’’ If Mr. William Smith possesses titio 
plenary power of Attorney, stiving him stodi 
authority of interference, we are sorry to find, ’ • 
tiiat he affords a rare instanee nf the praotioal 
adoption of the maxim of Hudily-as? 

Beubdeu the pleasure is a. great, 

^ In being cheated, as to cheat.. 

Chacun a son gout t We must, however, ho 
allowed to retain our former opinion, nntwiihj- 
standing this rare instanee of the gratification ’ 
of a cheatee, • • ^ 

In the same article there is a splattering of ^ 
rage which w«can well smite at and forgive; 
for men have frequently Iteen known to uso 
very foul languase when broken on tlieyrheel. 
But Mr. Riisliiou Itihors under the usual error 
of an angry person, and attributes all our g»od 
advice to our wicked envy and jealousy!' 
Poor man4 wo are not eoinpetitors in piracy • 
and till he began his tiefarioiis system on 4i 
grand scale,” we have on more than one ocdlt- 
sion, spoken favoiiraiily nf him and his pub* 
licationJ. We regret,,however, to find thlA 
he Imis abandoned tbprJIair and open condar%,;' 
wliicb had earned him a respectable name;^ , 
to link* himself more and more deeply with 
disgraceful connedions, and involve himself 
in speculations, which can onlv be carried on 
fty a system of shuflling falsciiood, and dere¬ 
liction of the proper distinction i^etween 
mevm and tuum, of which he was not 
foie tiiouglit capable.—R«rk«r«, Sej^bem. « 


THB BObXSBL^gRS* ACT OF OtlhriAlW^y. 

I 

* 

L (We pnblisli the foilowing at the nboBest of 
I Mr, Lattey—Eo.) 

(No, 1 ) < 

To R, Lattey, Esq, 

My denrliattey,—I wish to knew VhettiOTf 
as stated in w-day's JifMf*^«rM,^it is your ipten-., 
I'llooto ntfafiso €u seH me any works f may send, 

' in atyowt) Jtlme^ to purchase at youT lib'rarjt? 

‘ Yours, ' 

- (^gned) J, ST, BTOCQOtLSR. 





My dear Btocqae1er;«^lCaYe fpjpiftf*the^d- 
ptUdjeaHhi) ioif neut JLctdfiba trerksby Rushtbv 
sd sdMddsfy ’ ipj^nrtoad tcr'sfhe iPtereHr ’of ibo 
(•arth^uORoeetadWIth^s in the Imdlt 
tlhat:iaf«almiro^t«>-Bse every Moant'dtii folir 
p»w«#t^ pi'eTedi.U, anil so cannot 
nmy wm w«iim,n«|ess hn -the, m^rstai 
ikA'lMirpose’Tn-fiPibiRmf 

mm m 

■I 







THE ‘COPYRIGHT QUE«TION4 


?*444 


of coarse, anj' thin; we have for aaiet whatber I 
, boobs or.jeweHery, we will readiljr sell wu. 

' We can jadffe fairly of the effect ^of JR 
top's re-print In reference to “ Rory O’Mort." 
B We believe that only one other house besides 
OOTselves ha1»e, received the work, and that 
bouse had Only one or two copies, so that we 
have not lost Ae sale of our supply through 
other houses baviiig received a large quanti^. 
Butsinewshe fiist noiiceof the re-print of the 
work by Rushioii, we have not sold a'single 
I^doncopy. 

* Yours sincerely, 

• ( B. LSTtBY. 

\ '*<’^eptimbar22, 1837, 


yon any thing, and you iqast feel it is one tliaf 
f cant help making. 

^ As OUT subscription to yonr paper don't in 
an*y way affect the saie of your paper or other¬ 
wise in any way injure yoivthp^ is no line >o 
be draitn between the luo ^nes. If yon don't 
wish to give insertion to our ndvertiseinenta, 
and wish to remove our names as siiliseiihcis to 
the Enfflmhman, I of course can’t help it. 

« Yours siuccitfiyT 

It. L.4.TTEY. 

Sept. '23,1837. 


(No. .3.) 

To R. Latte Y, Esti. 

My dear Lnttey,—The idea of snbmilting to 
, any conditions of this kind in iny ti^n.saeiions 
. with a book-sellet is quite ab.surd, and the 
sfiq»posKion wliioli you ,entertain of its* bcina 
ill your power to prevent my buying bonks for 
purpo.se is eqiMilly iinfoiinde^. I do not 
.^fepriiit works, hut if I ^fere ineflincd to rip so, 
piWthing wotiliii be easier titan to purchase them 
?:rillrough a third party. Hrrwever, If I am to 
>I be outlawed in this way, I must retaliate; I 
' conclude, therefore, you will not ohjert to 
Biy ireasing to supply" you with the Englhhman 
iind inerting your advertisements until you 
so singular a prohibition. 

; I ani, &o., 

, (Signed) J. H. Stocqueler. 

I Sept. 28, 1837€f » 


(Ndi^.) •! 

. •WW^i’^d^Sr^STOeqUELER, EsO. ' 

" My dear Sloeqncler.—If 1 sent tojroo for a 
copy of the Enplishman, and you were aware 
from exircriericelhat I required it for a piir- 
i)ose that would nio-sj certainly Injute you in 
.. the sale of your^aper generaHyT »onld you 
not refuse it to me, or axact a pledge from 
me that I would dot apply it to that purpose . 

I only do the same ; I only ask of you not to 
give it where it would be applied to our inju¬ 
ry ; in the present stale of thi%gtt whafUili I 
to write and advise Paflmry and .C*. to do 
with reference to new works ? Uodldl advise 
tliedito8ciida.supply»it| JlW ikeo 6T the re¬ 
prints! AmInoi,ther*i^C,boHnd, a» fa; *» 
mv pbotij^ans may ^awsOOltilisn Uiat, of an 
etii#ea4»_to ihe-new workf.otU o( 

Rusliton‘fflKtida,HW,proleol Pkrbury and-Co. 

I hat4lheen In tha^tobit of sending new woikx 
tbe j^niient they arrived to yob to look «t,and 
. yoafknow I have ^brally had them firsL; 
It^therefare fully fevidjeot that my not sell- 
ji^new books to you, if I know that yo« will 
them aver to Rushton, is ohly to .k»! 
.. flRasYeatfS'to save myself ftom-losl. xh^' 
wMMfimAs. ettottbudn that'1 loake to 


(No. 5.) 

To E. Laj^ry, Esq. 

My dear Lattey,—If yon (or anv-man) eomO 
and purchase a copy of the Englishman, 1 
shtmid consider it a gratuitous iiisdlt and a 
piece of fooler^'to refuse it; for, wlialover my 
iibpres’.sion might he as to the purposes to which 
you would apply it, I should be quite ceitaiii 
that you could geta copy from the third partif, 
and all my preCuutiuns be thus rendered ab¬ 
surdly abortive. You are tight to do your 
duly, or what yon may conceive to he .such, 
towards Pat bury and Co.; but lake my honest 
word fortt, no allompt to secure a monnpoly 
of supply,or to I'uico expensivebooi^s, into the 
market, wilt succeed against vigornirs .opposi- 
ymn. There tsan analogy between the supply 
of the paper and adverliseincnis on my part, 
and tliesupply ofbooks otiyouis. It is a mat¬ 
ter of mutual aecommodaiion. You buy tuy 
paper to help the .success of a piihliealioii 
which your London linn is altont to start, and 
the succesj^of tliat piihjiuation must affect the 
sale of my magaW:^es. Uut what is this to 
me? Jhavo nothing fiv'-.-t*)'with your ariange- 
incnls. Yon come as of the public, and 

3 our rupfes aie a.s gocxlA another's. 1 would 
iqit insullyuu hy^mi»i^g you the paper fruiii 
a mere suspicion A mottoes. „ 

' Yours, &e. 

(Signed) J. H. Stocqueler. 


No^^S^he foregoing closed the rorrespondence on 
Friday. Vn Saturday, our otoervanotis oie this refural 
to sell uS book* applared in the leading columns _Mr. 
liAttey then ,3v«ute to ^enire diis a<lveiti,ements might 
be dieconlini^, and stated his intentiun to publish the 
above eorrespondence. Three or four notes, by no 
means peitmen^o tlie quesiioii at issue, followed upon 
this, and the reaait svas Mr. Laltey's wiihdrawat oi the 
refusat to sell us books uncondiiionallv. He had become 
satisfied that we had nnibing toilowiih the re-prints, twd 
that die ton wastherefoie graluiioua. Eo.—-EcgfisAiiton, 
Sepitraher 25. 

The pbbtio will bo happy to bear Hint hos¬ 
tilities betwcei* the Caicutta book-scjlers and« 
the Englishman have'ecased. The sUirniish of^ 
Saiy^riRy last Was' followed by a flag of truce 
fromMCparty and ncgociations with the other, 
tit* result of vidticb has been that the ports iA 
'Government House Place and CouqcTl Honfse * 
'SiTcel are again open to the editor of the 





th£ coTtfttGjfr 


Jfnfftithman, We eondole with the powers is 
Hare Street, who had farmed an alllknee 
oA'cnsive and defensive with the book trade, 
in the disappointment their narrow policy wlU 
experience by this early cessation of the war. 
To them, little by experience, a series 

of combats in b^i %!«: of a “ clique” %ould 
have been quite a festival, even thou;;!! defeat 
and diitrace must, as usual, have followed 
upon their partnership. ^ ^ 

Wo now dTo^ all further allnsion to tiie 
matter, being perfectly satisfied that a blow 
has been levelled at the dear-book system, the 
elTeots of which will sooner or later bo of in 
estimable service to the British community fti 
ladia.—Ettfflu/tman, September 25 . 

The Englishman, ha.s\t appears, concliltied 
for himself (leaving his ally Mr. Itiishton to 
his fate) an armistice, or, for any tiling that 
we know, a perpetual treaty of peace with 
the book-sellers of Calcutta, The Eni/lish-J^ 
man, in announcing this fact, says sonq^iing 
about Our advocacy of eliqites and so^rtli. 
Under the circumstances, we think it ns 
well to recapitulate the various turns and 
twists which this small “ battle of the Jtnnks” 
has taken, so that the public,—at the sa ne 
time that it shall eongi atiilate our coteuipora- 
ry on what lie calls the fatally sullcossfiil 
blow, Jcvctlcd by him at the dear-book 
system, ‘lie effects of ichirh will sooner or later 



thenLs.und .I 9 neul^izei. anft grl^tiy 
the m^out of their- Jk*t^^taneo«ir 

yod .attack’. Ttm 'Ep0luhmaH gl 
distressed,* however, glfd tiuough. lO 
up armistice for himselfl Jeayes 
to his fate. *. 

Such is, we believe, tbe present statp- 
fairs. Tlie Englishman bavlnjt dT^ttfe|i^'| 
any future piratical intentions, Is all0wi6»w| 
ounclmso new works. In hia own word* 
ban is tgken off. •“ , *. 

As to ourselves, we tiavo only to say, thW'^ 
wo do not understand how any particalaiu 
trade can be called a clique, the meaeiiig of' 
whieh* we take to be, a set fff perso/ls aojhct* 
ing and combining together, fur the purpostP 
of advancing their own individual intcresU, 
at the expenne, and to the detriment of the 
interest of tbe re.st of tbe community. We- 
look upon the book seller's trade, in the same 
light as that in which we view any other 
trade ; and if it suits the Englishman to ■ 
them s clique, Mie presume ho extends the .ap'* 
pcilalioii t(9 every other trade; and inasmiicti, 
as wo journalists, are perpetually showity 
how the Government mismanages most things; 
for its own particular advantage, and againjit. 
the interests of the public at large, wo pre-. 
some our cotoinporary'’Will call Lord Auck¬ 
land, tlie Council, and the Secretaries 
Government a clique. As to our defence, of 
whathocalls tlie book-seller’s clique,y/e hav*,, 
to observe, tlia^ Ibougbt his attack 
be of inestimable service to tAc if/-awA commit -1 most wrtplon, and wholly-un-. 

nitg m India! shall bear in mind «hs exact ,and that the Englishman avtiijcd. 
state of facts, in order to the due appieci,y} |,jm.sclf of bis paper as an instromiat^f 

atiur.k against those who first ofalTliadtio 
.such weapon, and who secondly, cvcti were 
it platwid in their hands, had* not the same 
knowledge or practice in the qse uf it, as 
had their assatlai?!'; and wo should Just as 
.soon think of sitting b'and letting matters 
u.ider such ii disparik- of circiimstarice.s take 
Uiuir course, as we should think of ailigving 
uiesja fellow with a diawii sw^ ... lu uitaok aiio-i 
iher unarmed, we, having at the moment 
a .sword in our own hand, and both tbe will 
and ability to use it in defence of theopf* 
pressed ; and with this piciisaiit paAble by 
way nf iilusti)|j^n. we elobe our observations 
on ibi« litilcTImulo about tbe books.—Jim-A., 
September 20 - ' " . , 


tion of the value of the inestimable bcinCt 
conferred. 

Fgtte the first. —The Englishman, in a 
toweling passion with the b^k-sell rs for not 
having on sale a •■•ngi^niuinbcr of “ Ba¬ 
con’s impressions,” a calling out hr.stily 
against Ibe shamefulf neglect of the book¬ 
sellers at home to si^|nly the wants of the 
reading public iu IndilTj^.Vfcng at the same 
time the ('alcutta bodk-suHc^s monopolists ! 

Fgtte the second. —The J/i^arit .siejiping 
in and informing the EnglishiJlnn^iHi he i.s 
under a delusion. That Tliack®^ Ostt ll, 
and Latlly hattc. lots of “ Bacon’s ImpTOsions" 
on sale, but that they, the book-'Seifws,’will 
not sell ta himself pr Mr, Itashton,*A(cnmee 
they $re a brace of.pirates; black sheep, 
See. who unjustly interfeie with'‘)iie'i-ight.s 
of themselves and their corrusp'Jndcnt.s— 
the Hurkaru, at tlie same time, calling vlie 
Englishman any thing but a guftluman, for 
attempting to cast a stigma upon and create 
an unfavorable impression agaust fair and 
lioAest tradesmen. 

Fgtte the third. —Book-scllora, Euglishman 
.and Unshton baid at it; a regular case of 
Mill in, British Indian The Englishman and 
tail, having decidedly the wosst of it, aPd 
the full, true and particiflar accctunt of tbe 
^ soriiiimagc” about to be pre.seiited tq_ 
’public, when in steps as bottle-holder ftttlrt 
Englishman, the puissant Mr, Ham Smithy 


-wHo geltjog-in tbe rear of thfl4iiwk,*ell«rs/ffeiri*eij^cfUtn«hHWoP^ 
, contrives fo trip up the heels t>f souie of 


!\ 


, ^TO'TttB KBITOU OF THE E.VOLISUUANs ,, 

Sir,—liperceivo a statement in the Enrich* 
manof tu<day, showing tliat the book-sellers 
have gaiiied rather than lost by the sale of Mr. 
Rushlon’s re-(Mdnts. I suppose, A* a matter 
of vuurae, that the stateuiswt-hits been put 
forth by Mr. Rusbton. Tirljl[M 
make on it will be iti youjP'ihw vrlpw^to auo^. 
ther writer on the Fd*pl‘iht q*e*lio,ti*''^-he has 
entirely-* hUttked the He shffuldvnat 

have calculated the book-sellerts 
onvbe nutnUer of ebpiessokl' hoth 'l*y t)tl(^^|if^4, 
him,'as he, 1 dooe^'^t -wi^lfa^SBi^ 

her sdid.hy tlw^taionev it'rs.ol ilrtill ■ 

- - ■■ “■ 

,. . . . .. 

v*’ 








THE COPyKIGlIT QCESTINO. 



r AliM:^.OQ»iMiof Jtt«k Brag, if so ipnch; 
L.ib^'MIi^^ssioa derivable will be|^'iOut 
fpt >.e*cb bookseller,, which U 

price of two copies orlTife 
^,^^iflelr« .:ao<l uot 1200 rupees fortbe 
tkoai> kir. Rushtoii should also 
fbsarted how many copies of Jack Bmg 
f 4 W .4broQgh the book-sellers either in 
f!5%i^i«gato or by eaoh-r-thns Thacker and 
2(>. their oomniissionSe rupees ; La^ey 
I'jGoi ditto ditto; Ostell and Co. ditto ditto; 

, h^ublio «roatd then have seen at oAce bow, 
^{^.^iimitter blood with, respect to the pockets 
J^ok-sellers. Mr. Rusbton will also 
to askewby he does not allow any 
/.^forliaddbbts either in the sale of Jack 
tite jf^ickwick papers ? Docs he sup- 
i^gsa, books inculcate morality so forci- 
l^^d with such e'lTeot, as to induce such of 
ib^dprs of them as have hhberto practised 
inconsistent with virtue and strict 
b* noSr to change it? Mr. Rushton 
e'alcuiates the book-seiiers' comniis- 
work re-printed by hip and sold 
them; even then he is much, vert/ 
of bis mark. However that may be, 
.jhy, kisyeferring to Jack Brag alone, as being 
f^Otb.tbe booK^sellers*shelves, 1 codclude he 
di^it0t.ftltttde to any ^dt it. 

'.iiist tdie.-pub|i« have a eorrect statement, or 
^t^oae pubiished be correct, let it bo more 

Yours truly, 

■ty". HUMP. 

'.s*!Vp#,26,1837. 

v' *-'»■»»- _ 

The pablisher adds a note.—He appears in his 
and decs not intend to open iiis boc^s at the 
aOooymottS writer.—Engttshmnn, Sept. 27. 

"X St 

■• We-iiffc jnformed thewsomeof the book-sei- 
letirajaB.a^oat to petition not oniy for a Ia\v 
^f |)Oi>yi:^'ui',*-4t^ror the prohibition of all 
American rcT^nts to which the Indian 
edmtauoity have long been indebted for so 
muioh cheap amusement. The petition will 
haye.odesood effect at any ratf^it will open 
fheayes of the governing Po wi» to the real I 
peidyea of the'petitioners. IfWiil be seen at 
dnee^at it is not compassion foi^he poor ag- 
tbofa that seta these geuilemen n> work, but 
the tsroo ttadesmanlike jealousy of competi- 
tioii, fl[6w nud^li a prohibition could ^ en- 
eonforjnabiy to our treaty of commerce 
‘ iho United States, has not perhaps enter. 
P;^o the odnsideratiun of the book-soHers- 
Imnst.be awa>k t1»«t the.greater part pi 
span re-prints are not piracies, bat 
of^nabUcation in America, is 
r ^ the autbot or publisher in 
jpjmnetilion pf the American 
beihi^l ETCat Hiat they can only. 

[« advantai«‘ur priorUy, by such an 
imont. It wmtid thereftwa ku neooseu^ 
'i^jjr tu give apipne^dly dC ,Jiie bnok: 

to nrohiblt 






make a di.stinotion between lawful editioiMi 
and I'iritical re-prints; ahd in order to enable 
the custom house to class them, it would ro> 
quire an officer specially appoiqted to exa- 
lAine the invoices and detect the spuriousedi- 
tions. It would be rather d'/Kcull to deter¬ 
mine ;yhich books were puMTshed by permis¬ 
sion and which, withod?. The burthen of 
proof could hardly'be thrown on the importer 
withauj^ justice, as lie might bo merely tht.- 
purchaser in open market, knpwCng nothing C 
the frade and buying books ns he would any 
other investment. The prohibitins: book-sel¬ 
lers, therefore, who are the only parties havit 
a^ iutcrc.st in keeping out the cheap c> oo- 
dity, would have to furnish themselves with 
a certificate froiti the London propiietors 
that no permission t^ re-puhlish had hcbii 
grais.ted; which migiR be received here as 
proof of the fact, otherwise we do not see how 
a line is to he drawn between lawful and pira¬ 
tical importations. 

< Thf editions of books which eifher have no 
copy^y^glit, or of which the right to re-print 
has been purchased, could not, we should 
think, be prohibited so long as our treaty of 
coiiiinerco exists. Now do we think, that 
Oovcrninet would bn disposed to burthen 
this kind of clicap literature, which is alone 
suited tpllie pur.sesofan Indian coininuiiity, 
for the sake of tlie Calcutta bool'-scller.s, or 
their London firms. The rights (T^^ijitiiors or 
proprietors cannot he urged where they havo 
already granted permission to ro-publish for a 
consideration, and if it is not worth their while 
to publish cheap editians in London, it cannot 
be supposud, that they consider tbg^cAincricaii 
book-sellers’ riralsbip of much consequence, 

Ilowcvar, as l^e question of copyright ap¬ 
pears likely to beV.>f<ie a» international one, 
aiidjliat France, and America will 

probably unite in accoi^ngmutual protection 
to eacliuotiler’s autho^ it is probable that a 
jponsiderable suars^rty be obtained by English 
authors for a pi'i^ilege^which can be secured 
to the American book-seller, who at present 
has only the dll vantage of priority in return fur 
his laoi^^ In that case we may expect tho 
Amofltom editions to be more elegant and 
corrCcU'^nd at the same time more expensive 
than tlaey have hitherto Jhecn ; but as few will 
grudge a trifling- addition to tiie prieeisif the 
rwork in return forjlieso advantages, the sale 
will prohaibly be more extensive tlian ever, 
and may seriously interfere with tlie dear book 
trade. We s^jro consequently not surprised at 
the alarm which, these gentlemen have taken, ' 
but we should indeed be surprised if they 
succeeded in making any impression upon trio 
government and inducing it to stop tho pro- \ 
gross of knowledge in this country for the , 
profit of three of four tradesmen. 

The question of justice to authors is entire¬ 
ly different. If that oan be combined with*' 
the f^irofitsdftric tradesmen, we have no doubt/, 
irciii^l be included in their petition; but if . 
theyekpeet that a copy-right act will put a; 
stop to domptftition, they will be tpiserabjir - 
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